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A re�ection on some key pedagogical 
competencies, valuable to the role of the 
medical educator
Annwyne Houldsworth

ABSTRACT
The role of a university professor is multifaceted; as teacher, facilitator, assessor, evaluator, models of learning themselves 
as self-directed learners, addressing several key competencies for the effective teacher. It is not only about the transmission 
of knowledge, facts and skills but also about understanding how a student learns and being able to adapt and differentiate 
the delivery to personalise the learning. Appropriate questioning to assess prior knowledge and testing or challenging the 
understanding of the student learning is also a skill for the professor. Being able to access and use a variety of resources is 
important to deepen the understanding of student learning, including current IT skills. The relationship between learner and 
mentor is essential, developing trust and confidence. The development of appropriate medical and basic science language 
is an important element to the learning process.
�7�K�H�� �S�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�n�V�� �F�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�O�O�H�J�L�D�W�H�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V�� �L�Q�� �D�� �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�� �H�Q�U�L�F�K�� �W�K�H�� �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���� �Z�K�H�U�H��
best practice can be shared and communicated. It is important to be able to measure the impact of the teaching through 
�D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�����I�R�U�P�D�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���V�X�P�P�D�W�L�Y�H�����D�Q�G���H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q�����Z�K�L�F�K���G�U�L�Y�H�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H����
The innovative use of resources and environment that supports student and patient-centred learning and effectively engages 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W�X�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���F�O�L�Q�L�F�D�O�O�\���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�n�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H��
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Other

In order to fulfill the role of the university medical educator, 
key pedagogical competencies need to be considered 
(Diagram 1). The role of a university professor is multifaceted 
as a teacher, a facilitator, an assessor and an evaluator, also 
providing a model of learning as a self-directed learner; 
indeed, endeavours to be an effective teacher. Added to 














