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THE RAPE OF MARY RAYMOND: A RADICAL VIEW OF RAPE
IN MARY HAYS’S

THE MEMOIRS OF EMMA COURTNEY AND THE VICTIM OF PREJUDICE

Synopsis

The thesis 1s an examination of Mary Hays’s first and second novels, 7he Memoirs of
Emma Courtney (1796) and The Victim of Prejudice (1799) in order to claim a re-
working of political and gender constructions of women that underwrite rape
narratives produced in the Long Eighteenth Century.

To discuss ways in which Hays’s novels challenge the assumptions and constructions
of femininity disseminated in earlier rape texts I have selected examples of polemic and
narratives written between the 1670s and the 1790s together with some of the
contemporary Radical texts which exhibit similar concerns and views expressed in the
writer’s feminist tracts and novels.

I argue that Hays’s gender politics are closely related to the issues played out in both
novels. That 1s, The Memoirs of Emma Courtney i1s a protest against contemporary
views of ‘femininity’ and a sustained and rational argument for female sexual desire
rather than feminine ‘depravity’ or ‘madness’. The Victim of Prejudice asserts that
although society’s reaction to rape ensures dire consequences for the violated women
her sexuality 1s not necessarily responsible for her rape. Hence, the view of women
advanced in Hays’s first novel 1s crucial to an understanding of issues raised in the re-
fashioning of the rape episode in the second.
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THE RAPE OF MARY RAYMOND: A RADICAL VIEW OF RAPE
IN MARY HAYS’S THE MEMOIRS OF EMMA COURTNEY AND
THE VICTIM OF PREJUDICE

Introduction

The thesis concerns sexual violence as an event in fiction produced between
the late 1600s and 1790s. The focus is on Mary Hays’s unusual treatment of rape in
her first and second novels, The Memoirs of Emma Courtney (1796) and The Victim
of Prejudice (1799). I argue that the former challenged entrenched ideas relating to
the "nature’ of “temininity’ and female sexuality, and that the latter traced the impact
of those notions on raped women, whatever the circumstances of the rape.

I claam that Hays’s Radical feminism underpins the portrayal of her first
heroine’s bid for sexual independence, and that an appreciation of the writer’s
unconventional view of female sexuality is crucial to an understanding of her
stubborn, raped second heroine. In support of this claim I compare Hays’s treatment
with examples of rape narratives produced earlier in the eighteenth century, as well
as with some of the texts written by her Radical contemporaries.

The Introduction i1s divided into three separate but interconnecting parts.
The first section concerns ways in which Hays’s experience as a writer contributes
to the focus of the thesis. It is not a biography as such, rather an exploration of ways
in which Hays’s personal experiences and gender politics mspired her fiction. The
second section ‘places’ the thesis within research and writings on Hays’s work. The
third section clarifies definitions, the aim, scope and the hmutations of the

examination, and makes clear how the thesis 1s arranged.



1 Mary Hays the Writer

Mary Hays was born into a family of middle-class Rational Dissenters in
Southwark near London on 4™ May, 1759. She was an inveterate letter-writer,
something which, together with a highly developed sense of dramatic expression
borrowed from contemporary novels, was to play an important role in conveying
the gender politics that underpin her work. As Manlyn Brooks has argued,
whenever Hays wished to impress her fiancé and Fellow Dissenter John Eccles with
her intelligent thoughts and views on any subject, she found inspiration for the
vocabulary in fiction such as Frances Brook’s A History of Emily Montague
(1769)." Hays’s engagement to John ended when he died of fever in 1780, just
weeks before their marriage. Stricken by her loss, Hays found comfort in reading
novels.

It was the letters wntten to her lover during their short relationship that not
only helped to construct a narrative of Hays’s life but to propel her into fiction
writing. What 1s significant to this thesis is that, in spite of her Radical and feminist
persuaston, from the time she wrote her first letters to Eccles to the time of her last
publication she subscribed to many of the notions of emotion and feeling promoted
in the literature of Sensibility. It 1s no accident that the contemporary view of
woman’s ‘sensibility’ i1s the focus of Hays’s first novel The Memoirs of Emma
Courtney:

The terms ‘Radical’, ‘temininity’ and ‘Sensibility’ have a wide range of

defining features. Betore I move on I would like to stress that the thesis concerns

' The Correspondence (1779-1843) of Mary Hays, British Novelist, ed. by Marilyn L. Brooks,
(Lampeter. Ceredigion: Edwin Mellin Press. 2004) p 2
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only those aspects of the terms that apply to Hays’s brand of feminism and her re-
fashioning of the rape narrative. A definition of the rape trope, the kind of
‘femininity’ to be examined, Radical women writers’ understanding of the
debilitating and liberating effects of Sensibility, and the focus of Hays’s particular
Radicalism is outlined in Part Three.

Throughout the examination I seek to avoid the usual scrutiny of Hays’s
personal experiences which labelled her ‘notorious’. Instead, I wish to emphasise
the importance of the link between Hays’s insistence on the primary equality of
women as outlined in her political tracts and expressed in her novels. That 1s, the
thesis 1s an examination of the unconventional strategies she deploys in the depiction
of her unusual fictional heroines in order to expose injustices to women. What
emerges 1S a critique of the way that negative patnarchal constructions of women
render women vulnerable to sexual violence. I claim that Hays’s re-working of the
rape narrative demonstrates that when these constructions are combined with the
contemporary sexual double standard in fiction, they shape negative attitudes to
seduced, raped and prostituted women and perpetuate the injustices women
experience 1n life.

Hays’s Radical writing career began in the 1780s when she took the leading
Baptist progressive Robert Robinson as her spiritual mentor. Through Robinson
Hays met some of the leading intellectuals and most influential rational dissenters of
her time, including the Unitarian Theophilus Lindsay and his successor John Disney
(for whom she wrote sermons). In 1788 Hays benefited from the opening of New
College, Hackney, which attracted an impressive group of dissenters to its public

meetings and lectures.

Hays’s first independent publication (which appeared under a pseudonym,

10



‘Eusebia’), was a pamphlet entitled, Cursory Remarks on an Enquiry into the

t.xpediency and Propriety of Public or Social Worship (1791), a defence against

Gilbert Wakefield’s attack on Dissenting modes of worship.” The pamphlet was

well received. Although he was not exactly persuaded by her argument, Wakefield
praised Hays’s reasoning and compositional style in the second edition of his
Enquiry.

Following her initial literary success, Hays entered into more overtly
politicised circles and became intimately acquainted with various members of the
Johnson coterie.® One of the group, the mathematician William Frend, suggested
that she read William Godwin’s An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Political
Justice and its influence on the General Virtue (1793). When she wrote to Godwin
requesting a copy, she began an enduring relationship and a lengthy tutelage.* Gina
Luna has argued that the expenience of a succession of male teachers was not an
uncommon one. Private tutelage with learned men replaced formal education for
young female wnters such as Hays and her contemporanes, including Mary
Wollstonecraft (1759-97), Amelia Anderson Opie (1769-1853), Helen Marna
Williams (1761-1827), Mary Brunton (1778-1818) and Elizabeth Hamilton (1756-

1816). As Luna puts it, Hays ‘circumvented the social proscriptions against female

- Gilbert Wakefield, An Enquiry into the Expediency and Propriety of Public or Social Worship
(1791). For turther discussion of “Eusebia’ and Marv Wollstonecratt’s response to
Cursory Remarks, see Gina Luria Walker, Mary Hays (1759-1843): The Growth of a
Woman's Mind, (Hampshire: Ashgate, 2006) pp 46 - 53; 63 - 65

> The bookseller Joseph Johnson was associated with Radical and dissenting writers and political
activists including, Mary Hays, Mary Wollstonecraft, William Godwin, Thomas Holcroft,
William Blake, George Dyer, Thomas Paine, the painter Henry Fuseli, and Dr Richard Price.

* Marv Havs. Letters and Fssavs, Moral and Miscellaneous, (first published in 1793).
edited and introduced by Gina Luria, (New York: Garland. 1974) pp 5 - 15. See also
Gina Luria, "Mary Hays’s Letters and Manuscripts’. in Signs: Journal of Women in
Culture and Society, 3:2 (Winter, 1977) 524 - 302. On Hays’s tutelage to Godwin.
see Frida Kmight, ‘Literary Friendships: William Godwin and Mary Hays’ in University
Rebel: The Life of William Frend, (London: Victor Gollancz. 1971).
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education and filled the vacuum created by the absence of formal training and
intellectual vigour for women by learning through personal instruction with
generous men’ .’

Yet, however generous her tutor might be, there was the risk of assimilation
for a woman whose intellectual development was nurtured almost entirely in a male
environment. Hays seemed to be aware of and comfortable with the risk, admitting
in a letter to Godwin that she was ‘more used to, and therefore more at ease in the
company of men’.° Although the admission 1s an unnerving comment from a woman
who spent the major part of her writing career producing feminist polemic, 1t figures
a paradox that is central to a study of Hays’s work.

In 1792 George Dyer gave Hays a copy of Mary Wollstonecraft’s A
Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), a work that was to inspire the budding
feminist. Although initially Wollstonecraft received Hays’s admiring correspondence
coolly, the two women eventually became close friends.

Hays’s first approach to the topic of women’s rights was her collection of
pieces entitled Letters and Essays, Moral and Miscellaneous (1793). In general, the
text is the expression of the sort of philosophical Radicalism one would expect from
a woman coming from Hays’s intellectual background. For example, the essay
entitled ‘Thoughts on Civil Liberty’ gives equal weight to the value of the
emancipated mind and gender, and the chapter entitled, ‘On the Influence ot

Authority and Custom on the Female Mind and Manners’, opens with the rather

5 Gina Luria. ‘Mary Hays’s Letters and Manuscripts’, Signs, 3.2 (Winter, 1977) 524 - 530

(526)
6 The Love-Letters of Mary Hays, ed. by Annie F. Wedd. Letter to William Godwin
dated 8 March. 1796 (London: Methuen. 1935) p 233

12



Godwinian claim that ‘Of all bondage mental bondage is surely the most fatal’.”

What 1s interesting is the way Hays enlists male supporters in her arguments

for women’s rights:

Lovers of truth! Be not partial in your researches. Men of sense and

science! Remember, by degrading our understandings, you incapacitate

us for knowing your value [....] how impolitic to throw a veil over our

eyes, that we may not distinguish the radiance that surrounds you
Hays’s tendency to approach men as the agents of change whilst discouraging
women to rely on them threatened to compromise her work. However, she attempts
to address the problem in her most radical feminist tract, An Appeal to the Men of
Great Britain in Behalf of Woman. The Appeal was written in the early 1790s
betore Hays had read Wollstonecraft’s 4 Vindication of The Rights of Woman. ° Tt
was unpublished until 1798, by which time the anti-Jacobin movement guaranteed
that 1t fell on deaf ears.

Although the Appeal 1s an important document to students of Hays’s work it
1s often regarded as a pale reflection of Mary Wollstonecraft’s more famous, 4
Vindication. Yet, since it moves steadily through both religious and rationalist
argcuments for women’s rights, Hays’s Appeal 1s more inclusive than
Wollstonecraft’s text. It 1s also much more positive about men and less critical of
women. In Hays’s polemic and fiction the emphasts 1s on the restrictive practices

that encourage women to be frivolous rather than on the ‘weaknesses’ of the female

sex. As she puts it, women ‘find themselves enclosed in a kind of magic circle, out

" Hays, Letters and Essays, p 19
® Havs. Letters and Fssavs. p 26

” Hereafter. I shall refer to Wollstonecraft’s. 4 Vindication of the Rights of Woman, as
1 Vindication.

13



of which they cannot move, but to contempt or destruction’.’® Hays’s view of
femininity as a contradictory construction in the Appeal goes beyond

Wollstonecraft’s rather more pessimistic account of the frailties of woman in the

Vindication '

The tone of the Appeal suggests that it is meant to deliver a gradual
emancipation. For example, in her introduction Hays attempts to distance herself
from the charges levied against Radical women writers by critics such as the
Reverend Richard Polwhele, in order to assure her male readers:

Know, however, that I come not in the garb of an Amazon, to dispute
the field of nght or wrong; but rather as a humble petitioner [....] Not as  a
fury flinging the torch of discord and revenge amongst the daughters
of Eve but as a friend and companion bearing a little taper to lead them
to the paths of truth, of virtue, and of liberty.'?

However, Hays 1s unable to maintain this stance for very long. A possible reason for

‘“Mary Hays, Appeal to the Men of Great Britain In Behalf of the Women, (first published
in 1798) ed. by Gina Luna, (New York: Garland, 1974) p 111.
Hereafter, I shall refer to Hays’s An Appeal to the Men of Great Britain In Behalf of the

Women, as, the Appeal.
Mary Wollstonecraft also uses the term ‘magic circle’, for example, to refer to romantic

imagination in her Letters Written During a Short Residence in Sweden, Norway, and
Denmark, (1796) ‘Phantoms of bliss! Ideal forms of excellence! Again inclose me in our

magic circle, and wipe clear from my remembrance the disappointments which render the
sympathy painful’. The Works of Mary Wollstonecraft, ed. by Janet Todd and Marilyn

Butler, 6 vols. (London: Pickering, 1989) V1, p 294. Hays uses the term to refer to
constraints which society imposes on women in 7The Memoirs of Emma Courtney.

(Oxford: Oxford World Classics, 1996), p 32 and in Ch 26, but she uses the term to refer

to an illusory romance, ‘I felt guarded as by a talisman, encompassed in a magic circle, through
which neither danger could assail nor sorrow pierce me’ in The Victim of Prejudice, (Ontario:
Broadview. 1996) p 122

' For a comparison of Hays’s writing with that of Wollstonecraft’s see Katherine M Rogers,
‘“The Contribution of Mary Hays’. Prose Studies, 10:2 (1987)131-142; and for a discussion

of Hays’s politics, see Burton R Pollin, “Mary Hays on Women’s Rights in the Monthly
Magazine  1n Etudes Anglaises, XXX1V No 3 (1971) 271 - 282.

12 Hays. .4ppeal, v. In his poem ‘Unsex’d Females: A Poem’ (1798). reproduced in Women
in the Eighteenth Century: Constructions of Femininity, ed. by Vivien Jones, (London:
Routledge, 1990) pp 186 - 189 Richard Polwhele clearly refers to Mary Wollstonecraft
in his attack on a band of Amazons. °And vindicate the Rights of womankind’ , (line 84).
He follows with comments on ‘veteran’ BARBAULD, (Anna Laetitia) then ROBINSON,
(Mary), charming’. SMITH, (Charlotte) (line 89); HELEN (Maria Williams) and
YEARSLEY (Ann. “the Bristol milkmaid a working-class poet). Finallv. he attacks
Mary Hays, And flippant HAYS assumed a cynic leer’, (line 99) p188.
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this is that she wishes to encourage an awareness of the prevailing aggressive
patniarchal ideology in her liberal male mentors:

THAT MEN ARE SUPERIOR BEINGS WHEN COMPARED WITH
WOMEN AND THAT CONSEQUENTLY NATURE AND REASON
INVEST THEM WITH AUTHORITY OVER THE WEAKER SEX
[....] 1s the grand pivot upon which social and domestic politicks turn
[....] it must be confessed, that even those who consider the human
species, in a more liberal and extensive point of view [....] yet suppose
the necessity of subordination on one side unavoidable.!?

The most critical and scathing insights are reserved for the self-interest and
indolence of those ‘enlightened’ men who should have been sympathetic to a
woman’s situation. She complains:

The truth I believe 1s, that men in general, think nothing at all about the
matter [of women’s oppression] except when theirr pride and resentment
are roused, by any little opposition on the part of women. Or when they

do think, they consider the authority which has been assumed by their
sex, not only as an inheritance against which no claim can be of any
avail; but as a birthright given from above, which it is their duty as much as
their inclination to maintain. In short they are fully convinced that they are
much fitter to govern women, than women to govern subject they doze."

Although practical, Hays’s realism seems rather disruptive in a text advanced
as an appeal to ‘enlightened’ men. Indeed it suggests that such a group probably did
not exist in the 1790s. In spite of this, her strikingly acute and provocative
observations launched Hays into the literary world:

No! No! It is vain to think, that any man, or set of men, or men in short
taken in the gross shall by frequent appeals to their best feelings seek
out reasons to portion it [that is, authority] away. With a bad grace do
men intrusted with power, derive it to each other, and still they keep it
within as narrow a circle as possible, but when through necessity, and
for the common purposes of life, they admit women to certain puny
privileges, and delegate to them a scanty portion of power, with what a
niggardly and griping hand do they dispense their favours! With so many
useless and mortifying precautions do they trammel their gifts, that they

13 Hays. Appeal, pp 98 - 99
'4 Hays. .1ppeal. p 101 -2

15



become by passing through such hands equivalent to prohibitions. -

Once she had explored Radical male disinterest she had to address herself to
women, but since there was simply no female audience for the kind of activist
message that her logic required, Hays faced yet another problem.'® She resorted to
the only available option, an appeal to men to be more ‘fair’, to behave more
‘philosophically’, and to rely on the power of the mind to distinguish ‘error’ and the
omnipotence of ‘truth’.’” Although the inescapable truth Hays addresses in the
Appeal 1s the problem of dealing with male arrogance and negligence, it is the
unyielding nature of the historical moment in which she writes that i1s most
powertully expressed in the text.

Hays’s predicament was the paradox of the 1790s. Only the awkward and
ponderous contemporary culture of rational Dissent would enable her to enquire so
comprehensively into the sexual, political and cultural injustices women endured.
Yet the very same culture kept such enquiries in a firmly marginal position, and one
which resisted the ideologically perceptive conclusions to which her logic led her.
Nevertheless, Hays’s first and second novels insist upon such enquiries.

In the mid-1790s a politicised Hays, with strong ideas on injustices to
women, began to review books, first for the Critical Review and later for the
Analytical Review under Wollstonecraft’s direction. She also contributed essays and
letters ranging from discussions on feminism and female education to the philosophy

of Helvetius to the Monthly Magazine. For example, her letter, ‘On Novel Writing’

'S Hays, Appeal, pp 98 - 99
16 On the lack of a female audience. see Anna Wilson. ‘Marv Wollstonecraft and the Search
for the Radical Woman’, in Genders 6, (November, 1989) 88 - 101

17" Havs. Appeal. p 102
16



argues for realism in terms of probability in plot, natural language, and vivid
depiction of emotions, including sexual passion and rejection. Published in the
Monthly Magazine in 1797, the letter was intended (at least in part) to defend 7he
Memoirs of Emma Courtney, her novel of the previous year. The inspiration for
the novel is widely believed to be Hays’s unrequited passion for the charismatic and
prominent Radical Unitarian William Frend.'®

In her polemic, Hays argued that men who prefer ‘folly, vice, impertinence
of every kind’, and who desire women to be solely ‘their amusement, their
dependent; and in plain and unvarnished terms their slaves’ do so, because they are
terrified that their unearned claims to sexual superiority could be overthrown by the
‘fnighttul certainty of having women declared their equals, and as such their
companions and friends’."” She believed that ‘God created mankind male and
female, different indeed in sex for the wisest and best purposes, but equal in rank,
because of equal utility’.* Her charge is that men have defied God by refusing to
educate women and by keeping them in ‘subjection’ and ‘dependence’, a state that
she memorably defines as ‘PERPETUAL BABYISM’ #

I claam that Hays sees a link between negative patriarchal constructions of
femininity and an association between sexual inequality and women’s vulnerability
to sexual exploitation. The thesis examines the connection between Hays’s personal
gender politics described in the Appeal and the inequalities and injustices that
women experience 1n her fiction. For example, in the Appeal she condemns ‘the

base arts used by profligate men, to seduce innocent and unsuspecting females’ and

'* William Frend was banished from Cambridge after a trial for blasphemy and sedition.
' Havs. .1ppeal, p 116

“* Hays, Appeal, p 21

" Havs. 4ppeal., pp 97
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she suggests that ‘fallen’ women are to be regarded as ‘more the object of pity than
blame’. Both of these notions are examined in 7The Victim of Prejudice, but first
raised in The Memoirs of Emma Courtney.”> When Hays’s fiction focuses on raped
women 1t exposes the injustice of the loss of reputation and demonstrates ways in
which a lack of education and employment can, and does, lead to prostitution.

Hays attended Wollstonecraft on her deathbed and wrote the obituary for
the Monthly Magazine that led to her contribution to The Annual Necrology for
1797-98. After Wollstonecraft’s death Hays continued her campaign for hberal
feminism, although the public denunciation sparked by Godwin’s ill-judged
publication of the Memoirs of the Author of A Vindication of the Rights of Woman
in 1798 forced her to speak more circumspectly. Established as a professional writer
with numerous connections in the London publishing world, Hays began to receive
commissions for various forms of literary work, most notably biography.

In 1803 Richard Phillips commissioned Hays to write an ambitious Six
volume collation of 305 mini-biographies of famous women, Female Biography; or,
Memoirs of Illustrious and Celebrated Women, of all Ages and Countries. The
work consisted of a compilation of interesting narrative matenial quarried from a
variety of prior sources both ancient and relatively contemporary. The entries vaned
in length from a single sentence to several pages. Typically, the women featured in
the collection merited attention less for their exemplification of traditional feminine
‘virtues’ than for their public or political influence, their intellectual achievements,
or the persecution they suffered on account of their sex. Although she produced

biographies of earlier feminists, including Mary Astell, Catherine Macaulay and

2 Havs. Appeal. p 145: 116
18



Madam Roland, Hays felt compelled by public opinion to omut a biography of
Wollstonecraft. As Polwhele’s poem illustrated, Wollstonecraft was widely
demonised, especially after her death.” The omission reminds us just how awkward
it had become in the early 1800s for a woman hoping to be published and taken
sertously to 1dentify openly with Wollstonecraft. Yet many women writers who did
not wish to be associated with Wollstonecraft’s dubious reputation still continued to
espouse her ideas. As Kathryn Gleadle’s research shows, as the nineteenth century
wore on numerous women began to uphold her as their precursor, both privately in
letters and publicly in print.**

Like Wollstonecraft, Hays experienced considerable prejudice because of her
writing and relationships with men. As Gina Lunia Walker has argued, the two
women grew close when they shared their ‘intimate histories’ during
Wollstonecraft’s recovery from a second suicide attempt in 1795

Eager to advance her relationship with Frend, Hays sought to learn from

Wollstonecraft’s experiences with Imlay and Fuseli; she  studied the

realities of the “fallen” woman’s experience. Hays was captivated by

Wollstonecraft’s firsthand accounts of sexual rapture, betrayal, and
maternity. She may have read some of Wollstonecraft’s feverish letters to

Imlay.”

The deployment of ‘real life’ letters was the means by which Hays’s heroine
Emma corresponded with the rational Mr Francis, for whom Godwin provided the
model. Yet I would argue that Hays’s letters to Godwin and her novels concern

deeper issues than her unsuccessful relationship with Frend. For example, they

3 See footnote 12
24 Kathrvn Gleadle. British Women in the Nineteenth Century, (Basingstoke. Hampshire:

Palgrave, 2001)
25 Luria Walker. Mary Hays, (1759-1843): The Growth of a Woman’s Mind, (Hampshire:

Ashgate. 2006) pp 123 - 124
19



examine the problems of a sexual economy that prepared women only for marriage,
and the impact on young, single women of the contemporary lack of education and
training for the professions.

The thesis claims that the novels are the work of an unusual woman who
could not, or would not, enter the marrnage circuit. Since she refuses to submit to
the usual rape text ending of novels about women in the consummation of a love

Interest in marriage, ruin, or death, Hays 1s also a woman who refuses to conform to

literary convention.

2 Research and Writings on Mary Hays’s Work

This section aims to ‘place’ my analysis of Hays’s treatment of rape in
fiction within the body of biographic and critical texts. Relatively little research has
been carried out on Hays’s life and novels with the exception of that concerned
with Radical figures such as Mary Wollstonecraft and Willam Godwin. Literary
criticism of her fiction is almost entirely focused on the ‘notorious’ first novel.

In 1925 Annie Wedd the writer’s great-great niece published a collection of
Hays’s love-letters.” In 1972 Gina Luria produced a ground-breaking dissertation,
‘A Critical Biography’. The biography and subsequent writings provide much of
what we know of Hays today.”’ Luria suggests that Hays was not only unsuccesstul

in her sexual relationships she was also prepared to carry out ‘a scandalous

6 A F. Wedd, ‘The Story of Mary Hays’, in Love Letters of Mary Hays 1779-1781,
(London: Methuen. 1925)

7 Gina Luria, ‘Mary Hays: A Critical Biography'. Dissertation. New York University.
1972. See also Luria’s Introduction to the reprint of Hays’s Appeal, (New York:
Garland. 1974): Gina Lunia. "Mary Hays’s Letters and Manuscripts’. in Signs: Journal of
Women in Culture and Society 3:2, (Winter, 1977) (524 - 530) '
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disrobing in public’, mainly through the two novels that are the focus of this thesis.?
Although Hays’s relationships with men like the preacher Robert Robinson, Henry
Crabb Robinson and William Godwin were intellectual, Hays became notorious as
the woman who fell in love with men who did not return her feelings, for example,
William Frend and the much younger poet Charles Lloyd, a friend of Coleridge.
More recently, Marylin M Brooks published a book of Hays’s letters to John Eccles,
William Godwin, and others.?

Much of the research on Hays and her writings is to be found in journals.
For example, Burton R Pollin published a paper on Hays’s contribution to the

O Pollin cites

Monthly Magazine on women’s rights, education and Helvetius.
Charles Southey’s account of Hays’s journalism, which appears in a letter to Joseph
Cottle, dated March 13, 1797 soon after he met Hays. Although ‘She writes in the
‘Monthly magazine’ under the signature of M.H., and sometimes writes nonsense
there about Helvetius’, he finds her ‘an agreeable woman, and a Godwinite’, and the
author of ‘an uncommon book,” which has been ‘much praised and much abused’.”
Katherine M Rogers compared Hays’s Appeal with Wollstonecraft’s 4
Vindication, arguing that although Wollstonecraft 1s ‘stronger as a theorist’, Hays’s
strategy ‘1s to confront conventional formulas with daily experience, so as to

demonstrate by common sense their internal inconsistencies and their deviations

from what actually happens and what is obviously desirable’.** Tilottama Rajan has

¥ Gina Luria, ‘Letters and Manuscripts’, in Signs 524 - 230 (525)

29 The Correspondence (1779-1843) of Mary Havs, British Novelist. ed. by Marvlin M.
Brooks, (Lampeter, Ceredigion: Edwin Mellin Press, 2004)

Y Burton R Pollin, "Mary Hays on Women’s Rights in the Monthly Magazine’, in
Ftudes Anglaises, XX1V No 3. (1971) 271 - 282 (271)

31 Pollin. ‘Mary Hays on Women’s Rights’. (272); Charles Cuthbert Southey. ed..
The Life and Correspondence of Robert Southey, (New York, 1851) p 96

32 Katherine M Rogers. ‘The Contribution of Marv Havs’. in Prose Studies,
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discussed the transference of ‘life’ into ‘text’ in terms of Hays’s novels, whilst
Katherine Binhammer has published work on women’s reading in Hays’s fiction.
T.A. Hoagwood, Mary Jacobus and Sandra Sherman have also published essays on
Hays’s novels in journals and reviews.>

Gina Luria Walker’s paper, ‘Sewing in the Next World: Mary Hays as
Dissenting Autodidact in the 1780s’ (2000) formed the basis of a chapter in her
recently published book on Hays’s polemic.’* Luria Walker argues that after
Wollstonecraft’s untimely death Hays was transformed into the obvious candidate
for public denunciation as chief living ‘unsex’d female’. This was in spite of the
rational culture of late-eighteenth-century radical Dissent which encouraged her to

venture into the masculine strongholds of Enlightenment understanding.

10:2 (September, 1987) 131 - 142 (131;132)

33 Tilottama Rajan, ‘Auto narration and Genotext in Mary Hays’ . in Studies in Romanticism,
32:2 (Summer, 1993) 149 - 176; Katherine Binhammer, “The Persistence of Reading:
Governing Female Novel Reading in Memoirs of Emma Courtney and Memoirs of Modern
Philosophers’, in Eig<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>