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What is Sustainable Development? 

 

 

 

• Development which meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs” 

– (WCED 1987) 

Image sourced from: 
http://www.utblick.org/2013/03/07/radio-global-
voices-sustainable-development-right-here-right-now 



Changes and challenges 

Global  

• Globalisation  - flow of ideas 

• Climate change 

• Political unrest and conflict 

• Movement of peoples 

• Technological change 

• National lifestyle aspirations  

 

Local 

• Consumerism 

• Over-consumption 

• Widening wealth disparity 

• Diverse communities 

• Less contact with natural 
world 

 

 



What is  
Education for Sustainable 

Development? 

• Three pillars: 
– Environmental Sustainability  
– Social and Cultural Sustainability (Global Social Justice) 
– Economic Sustainability 

• http://www.327matters.org/Docs/ESD%20Book%20Master.pdf 

 
• Empowers learners to: “Take informed decisions and 

responsible actions for environmental integrity, 
economic viability and a just society, for present and 
future generations, while respecting cultural diversity”.  

• UNESCO, 2014:12 

http://www.327matters.org/Docs/ESD Book Master.pdf
http://www.327matters.org/Docs/ESD Book Master.pdf
http://www.327matters.org/Docs/ESD Book Master.pdf


Why now in 2015? 

Transition from Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) 
to the Sustainable 
Development Goals SDG 

The World We Want 

 

 

“There is now a growing international 
recognition of ESD as an integral element of 
quality education and a key enabler for 
sustainable development.”  
  UNESCO 2014:9 

 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sustainabledevelopmentgoals
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=400&nr=1616&menu=35


Pedagogy of Hope? Of Love?  

http://www.327matters.org/Docs/ESD%20Book%20Master.pdf OMEP ESD research 

http://www.327matters.org/Docs/ESD Book Master.pdf
http://www.worldomep.org/en/education-for-sustainable-development/child-interviews/


The ESD Butterfly Model 

Petersen & Warwick 2015:133; Warwick & Warwick 2015: 6)  



Environmental sustainability 



Social and Cultural Sustainability  

• From multiculturalism to 
interculturalism  

– http://tedcantle.co.uk/pub
lications/about-
interculturalism/ 

 

• Promoting and developing 
intercultural capabilities 

• Making  international links 

 
Image obtained from https://www.cantonpl.org/tags/multicultural-badge 



Economic sustainability   



Transformative Project Approach  

• Critical thinking 

• Problem solving  

• Systemic thinking 
–  Ji, O. & Stuhmcke, S. (2014) 

 

Thinking Actively in a Social Context 



UNESCO and ‘Project Everyone’ 

 

World's Largest Lesson 

 

The Worlds Largest Lesson Introduced by Malala 
Yousafzai 

 

tes.com/worldslargestlesson/lesson-plans/ 

 

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/resources/in-focus-articles/unesco-supports-the-worlds-largest-lesson
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/resources/in-focus-articles/unesco-supports-the-worlds-largest-lesson
https://vimeo.com/138852758
https://vimeo.com/138852758
https://www.tes.com/worldslargestlesson/lesson-plans/
https://www.tes.com/worldslargestlesson/lesson-plans/
https://www.tes.com/worldslargestlesson/lesson-plans/
https://www.tes.com/worldslargestlesson/lesson-plans/
https://www.tes.com/worldslargestlesson/lesson-plans/


• Thank you for listening. 

• Any questions? 
 

 

Contact me on valerie.huggins@plymouth.ac.uk 

 

Would you like to receive the Natural 
Connections Demonstration Project monthly 
newsletter? If so please email 
NaturalConnections@plymouth.ac.uk 

 

mailto:valerie.huggins@plymouth.ac.uk
https://webmail.plymouth.ac.uk/OWA/redir.aspx?C=UB7AZJdl0kqj7tE5vh12SNr9Os4RyNIIpL4y4f39qqJb4Pefl1sx69fw8zZQoWLZ-AchD-Hg7QA.&URL=mailto:NaturalConnections@plymouth.ac.uk
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