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 Introduction
The No-Man’s-Land of Displacement

Angela K. Smith and Sandra Barkhof

One consequence of war is human displacement. This has always been the 
case, as earliest records show. Homer’s conquering Greek heroes of The 
Iliad were forced away from their homes and loved ones for ten years await-
ing the fall of Troy. The defeated Trojans were displaced en masse as their 
city was sacked. Although these stories are myths, they hold fundamen-
tal truths about the experience of war through the centuries. Even in the 
medieval world, major battles rarely took place on the doorsteps of those 
participating. The rank and fi le, the ordinary soldiers, the cannon fodder, 
were always required to leave their homes, displacing themselves from all 
that they knew in order to carry out the necessary service to their Lord. 
Through the centuries, women and children have been left behind to fend 
for themselves as their menfolk were called away or, worse, uprooted from 
their homes to make way for some advancing army.

With the growth of the European empires in the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries, the sites of warfare became more disparate. British sol-
diers, for example, found themselves fi ghting in the burgeoning nation of 
America, in India and the Far East, and in Africa in an attempt to preserve 
or to develop the nation’s territorial assets. As competition for empire began 
to grow, soldiers were further displaced, dying of typhus in the Crimea or 
engaging with the complex racial politics of South Africa in the Boer War.

But the global warfares of the twentieth century brought displacement 
to civilizations on an unprecedented scale. The two world wars shifted par-
ticipants around the globe. Although driven by political disputes between 
European powers, the consequences of empire ensured that Europe could 
not contain them. Soldiers traversed continents. Civilians often followed 
them, or found themselves fl eeing from or living in territories ruled by 
unexpected invaders. Both wars saw fi ghting in Europe, Africa, the Middle 
East, and the Far East. Few nations remained neutral. And both wars saw 
the mass upheaval of civilian populations as a consequence of the fi ghting. 
Previously the soldiers had traveled to the sites of war. In the First and 
Second World Wars, the confl icts themselves overtook countries and com-
munities more used to hearing war news from afar. Displacements were 
geographical, cultural, and psychological; they were based on nationality, 
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sex/gender, or age. They produced an astonishing range of diff erent human 
experience, often recorded by the participants in multiple diff erent ways.

Although the displacement caused by the two world wars has been 
acknowledged by both historians and literary scholars, there has been sur-
prisingly little focused work on the experience. Many of the existing aca-
demic publications on war displacement tend to focus on case studies of 
specifi c confl icts, such as Kebbede’s (1999) Sudan’s Predicament: Civil War, 
Displacement and Ecological Degradation or Wilson’s (2011) The Spa-
tial and Social Impacts of Sierra Leone’s Civil War 1991–2001: Internal 
Displacement and Household Destabilization. Often, war displacement is 
analyzed in terms of migration and humanitarian crisis, such as Nafziger, 
Stewart, and Väyrynen’s (2000) War, Hunger, and Displacement: The Ori-
gins of Humanitarian Emergencies or White and Reinisch’s (2011) The 
Disentanglement of Populations: Migration, Expulsion and Displacement 
in Postwar Europe, 1944–49. With few exceptions, migration historians 
have been reluctant to consider other phenomena of war displacement (such 
as POWs) as proper migrations. As a result, POWs or displaced civilians 
have rarely been addressed as migrants in academic inquiry. Most stud-
ies have focused on their captivity or immediate experience, ignoring their 
interaction with the surrounding social and cultural landscape.

This collection seeks to address this gap by connecting war displacement 
(the immediate experience) and migration (an inquiry into the interaction 
of these displaced people with their new environment). The aim of the book 
is to bring together a collection of works by leading scholars in the fi eld, 
who are currently producing some of the most innovative and infl uential 
work on the subject of displacement in war, in order to share their knowl-
edge and interpretations of historical and literary sources. The project is 
interdisciplinary, international, and collaborative. The collection brings 
together historians and literary scholars in a genuinely interdisciplinary 
exercise, enabling the production of a collection of essays that addresses the 
issues of war and displacement from many diff erent angles, including both 
broader survey chapters and those with a more specifi c focus. The contribu-
tors draw on a wealth of primary source materials and resources, including 
archives from across the world, military records, medical records, fi lms, 
memoirs, diaries, and letters, both published and private, and fi ctional 
interpretations of experience.

The First World War broke out over the course of several days at the end 
of July and the beginning of August 1914, but it had been expected by some 
of the participants for some time. But even those who anticipated and even 
desired the war had no notion of the scale of the confl ict they were about to 
initiate, or the enormity of the upheaval it would cause. The German inva-
sion of Belgium resulted in the fi rst of many waves of civilian refugees; fl ee-
ing the oncoming armies, they headed to whichever country would accept 
them. Many sought safety in Britain. The expanse of the English Channel 
seemed to off er a substantial buff er. The years that followed saw refugees 

Barkhof & Smith 1st pages.indd   2Barkhof & Smith 1st pages.indd   2 12/23/2013   12:59:17 PM12/23/2013   12:59:17 PM



Introduction 3

T&F Proofs: Not For Distribution

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46

moving across Europe, through Serbia and the Balkans, the Middle East, 
Russia, and across the globe, as colonial possessions were occupied because 
of the war. The displacement of these civilians is obvious. But we would 
argue that displacement was a universal experience of the war. Conscripts 
from across Europe and, indeed, the empires, were forced away from their 
homes to embark on a new lifestyle of violence and hostility, often very 
much at odds with their inclinations. Millions were wounded, killed, or 
taken prisoner of war (POW). These various displacements left scars, both 
physical and psychological, on many participants of all kinds. The armi-
stice, when it fi nally came in November 1918, bought little relief for many 
whose homes and livelihoods had quite simply ceased to exist.

The despair that must have infected many of these people when twenty 
years later they were faced with a repeat performance can only be imagined. 
Although lives had been rebuilt, they were easily shattered again. But the 
rise of the Nazi party and the ambitions of Adolf Hitler carried with them 
even more sinister prospects than the previous war. The 1930s had already 
sown the seeds for those who were prepared to look and acknowledge the 
dangers that were to come. The Jews of Europe already understood them-
selves to be targets, but other ethnic, political, and marginal groups were 
also threatened as Hitler’s troops rolled into Poland on September 1, 1939. 
The upheavals of the First World War were soon matched if not dwarfed by 
the mass displacements of the second.

The Second World War was to an even greater extent both global and 
civilian. There is some dispute over casualty fi gures, but some estimates 
suggest the war saw as many as sixty million deaths worldwide, of which 
around thirty million to forty million were civilians. By comparison, the 
First World War, which was much more geographically focused, as Stra-
chan argues,1 resulted in around thirty-seven million casualties, including 
civilians, whereby around sixteen million died and twenty-one million 
were wounded. The shift is a dramatic one. Because Europe was no lon-
ger the primary site of battle, many soldiers were stationed across the 
world, thousands of miles from their homes and with no chance of leave 
to reunite them with their loved ones. To a much larger extent than dur-
ing the First World War, as countries fell before the advancing armies of 
Nazi Germany and later Japan, millions of civilians faced displacement 
or death. So many people were uprooted, relocated, and displaced during 
this war that it took literally years to relocate them following the return 
of peace.

This collection explores some of these myriad experiences of displace-
ment. To do so, to try and bring order to the chaos of displacement, it sepa-
rates these experiences into two broad categories: military displacement, 
including displacement experienced by combat soldiers and POWs, and 
civilian displacement, including refugee displacement, which is character-
ized by physical displacement and its eff ects. Most of the displaced popula-
tions of the two world wars fall into one or even both of these groupings. 
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And each group represents signifi cant and disparate experience. Together, 
they begin to piece together a bigger picture of the profound impact of dis-
placement during the global confl icts of the twentieth century.

MILITARY DISPLACEMENT

The fi rst experience of the combat soldier is displacement. The move from 
civilian to military life must inevitably lead to a change of world experi-
ence and perhaps worldview. The chapters in Part I examine some diff erent 
ways in which soldiers experience alienation, and how they might choose 
to identify and articulate it.

Although Britain had a signifi cant standing army in 1914, men for 
whom military life was a chosen path, they were far too few to carry the 
nation into a major European war. The recruitment drive that followed 
the declaration of war was unparalleled in the country’s history, and cre-
ated ‘Kitchener’s Army,’ men who were essentially enthusiastic civilians. 
By 1915 it was clear that despite the surge of volunteers, they would not 
prove enough to win the war in the face of the new technologies of weap-
onry, capable of destroying large numbers of soldiers in a short space of 
time. The Military Service Act became law on January 27, 1916, putting 
Britain on an equal footing with many of her allies and enemies, including 
Germany, where conscription was already a part of the state infrastruc-
ture. The act applied initially to single men, but it was extended to include 
married men in May 1916. The enthusiastic volunteers were joined by 
an even larger and more reluctant civilian army, exacerbating existing 
feelings of displacement. Ilana R. Bet-El suggests, ‘Between August 1914 
and December 1915 2,466,719 men volunteered; but from January 1916 
to the end of the war 2,504,183 men were conscripted into the army. 
This means 50.3% of all wartime enlistments were conscripts.’2 In other 
words, half of the army had not chosen to fi ght; they were instructed to 
do so. This must have been an unsettling prospect. It also indicates how 
many of the men had been involuntarily displaced as part of the war 
machine. John Bourne has argued:

The ‘citizen force’ took a perverse pride in being unmilitary. Their self-
image was self-deprecating. Soldiers’ songs and slang provide a con-
stant reminder of the army’s civilian ethos . . . The bulk of Britain’s 
urban working-class army did not fi nd the courage to stick it out by 
accepting and internalizing the values of the pre-war Regular Army. 
Their values and their inspiration remained obstinately civilian.3

If Bourne is correct, such a mind-set could have a signifi cant impact on 
morale across the new army. Bet-El’s extensive work on the personal records 
of conscripts leads her to the same conclusion.
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The present, the military existence, fi lled with routine and sheer hor-
ror, was constantly measured in the face of the past, and basically 
refuted. This meant that beyond their knowledge of themselves as 
human beings who had to function and survive, there was no viable 
or tangible element in their daily lives in France with which they could 
identify. Ultimately, therefore, these conscripts were neither soldiers 
nor civilians; at best, they could be defi ned as alienated civilians. It was 
a non-identity—a ‘No Man’s Land.’4

This notion of being an ‘alienated civilian’ must have been exacerbated 
by the reality of frontline experience in the First World War. Much work 
has been done exploring the dehumanization, the loss of identity of the 
combat soldier. Eric Leed, in his groundbreaking study No Man’s Land 
(1979/2009), argues, ‘In war men were “estranged” from their societies, 
and one must take this estrangement literally; they were “made” strange to 
the men and things of their past, and made strange to themselves.’5 All that 
was once familiar was defamiliarized in the alien landscapes of the west-
ern and other fronts. For Leed, the image of ‘No Man’s Land’ becomes a 
defi ning metaphor for the psychological impact of the war on the men who 
served in it. He goes on to suggest:

Astonishing numbers of those who wrote about their experience of war 
designate No Man’s Land as their most lasting and disturbing image. 
This was a term that captured the essence of an experience of having 
been sent beyond the outer boundaries of social life, placed between 
the known and the unknown, the familiar and the uncanny. The expe-
rience of war was an experience of marginality, and the ‘change of 
character’ undergone by the combatant could adequately be summa-
rized as marginalization.6

This notion of marginalization appears to be a universal characteristic of 
global war experience, whether the participant is a soldier on the western 
front, a matelot on the China Seas in World War II, a German POW in 
Britain or a refugee Jewish child. It applies across the confl icts, creating a 
symbolic no-man’s-land that can be inhabited by all the dispossessed.

In 1939, Britain was already one step ahead of the game and conscrip-
tion was brought in at the beginning of the war. On the outbreak of the war 
on September 3, 1939, the National Service (Armed Forces) Act replaced 
the earlier Military Training Act, intended to ensure that the army would 
be adequate to cope with the new threat. But this does not necessarily mean 
that the experience of being a conscript was welcomed. The same sense 
of psychological ‘No Man’s Land’ applies. In The Soldiers’ Tale, Samuel 
Hynes suggests, ‘For everyone except career soldiers, military service is a 
kind of exile from one’s real life, a dislocation of the familiar that the mind 
preserves as life in another world.’7 Hynes is, no doubt, thinking of his own 
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experience as a combatant in the Second World War when he adopts words 
such as ‘exile’ and ‘dislocation’ to explore the soldiers’ experience. He goes 
on to quote a young Canadian soldier fi ghting in Italy, writing home, to 
reinforce the message:

The damnable truth is we are in really diff erent worlds, on totally diff er-
ent planes, and I don’t know you anymore, I only know the you that was. 
I wish I could explain the desperate sense of isolation, of not belonging 
to my own past, of being adrift in some kind of alien space.8

The fi rst chapters in this collection attempt to make sense of some of the 
feelings articulated here by the young Farley Mowat. Through the explora-
tion of a range of diff erent combat experiences, the chapters bring together 
diff erent narratives, alternative interpretations of this isolation, this alien-
ation, this dislocation in order to try to understand some of the ways in 
which soldiers engaged with and attempted to overcome their sense of 
displacement.

In “Displacement and the Combat Soldier: Poetic Interpretations,” 
Angela K. Smith examines the ways in which the soldier poets of the First 
and Second World Wars used their craft as a means to articulate and to 
address their own sense of displacement. These soldiers were often sent 
to places they would never have otherwise visited. Many of them were 
ordinary men conscripted into the army for the fi rst time; often posted to 
strange and alien lands, they faced geographical uncertainty, but equally 
their displacement might be psychological, cultural, or emotional, as well. 
Poetry became one of the most important forms for communicating the 
trench experience in the First World War. Some of the poets were already 
established, but many were ordinary men looking for a way to articulate 
the unspeakable. The Second World War also produced its soldier poets, 
both published and private, in search of a suitable medium for addressing 
the traumas and uncertainties of wartime displacement. This chapter opens 
the collection by considering this most celebrated of genres as a mechanism 
for understanding military displacement in the twentieth century.

In “The French Resister in the Maghreb: French North Africa and the 
formation of the Forces Aériennes Françaises Libres 1940–41,” G.H. Ben-
nett explores the role of a handful of isolated French airman who, in the 
aftermath of the defeat of France in 1940, rallied to De Gaulle in London. 
Many came from the French colonies (Algeria, Morocco, Hawaii, Indo-
China, and the Caribbean) or from expatriate families in the Americas. 
Their sense of the True France for which they wished to fi ght varied consid-
erably: some fought for the France of the Revolution—others for Catholic 
and peasant France. Finding themselves under the wing of the RAF, they 
struggled with personal, cultural, geographical, and (in some cases) racial 
and religious displacement. This chapter examines the extent to which these 
collective diffi  culties were overcome in the formation of French squadrons 
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within the ranks of the Royal Air Force. The dislocations caused by war-
time displacements continue to cast a shadow over French history.

Martin Goodman considers the diffi  culties faced by Canadian soldiers 
as English patients in “The Other Side of the Poison Cloud: Canadian Sol-
diers as English Patients after the First Gas Attacks.” Canadian soldiers 
were the fi rst victims of the gas attacks at Ypres in 1915. The trenches were 
one displacement, and toxic yellow clouds then wiped out all normal sense 
of earth. Normal breathing functions were displaced and had to be man-
aged in doses by attendants applying new oxygen treatments. Soldiers were 
then amassed at the Connaught Hospital on the grounds of the Cleveland 
Estate in Taplow, where physicians attempted to cure them while develop-
ing the basis of modern oxygen treatment. So these soldiers were displaced 
from their homelands, their colleagues, their health, their occupations, 
their families, and the front line to become, in their new role as gas victims, 
participants in a groundbreaking experimental battle for health.

Yet, one of the most extreme displacement experiences of the combat 
soldier must be that of being taken prisoner. POWs were formally pro-
tected by the Geneva Conventions, a series of international treaties, the 
fi rst of which was ratifi ed in 1864. These set out and defi ned the human 
rights of all prisoners in war, both military and civilian. The conventions 
were updated in 1906, 1929, and fi nally in 1949. During the First World 
War, most countries observed the dictates of the Conventions, however, 
the brutality and disregard for the rights of so many in the Second World 
War indicated the need for a further update. Soldiers in captivity, many 
taken prisoner across the world, very far from their homes, were especially 
vulnerable to the trauma of displacement.

POWs in the First World War represented a smaller number of the 
overall casualty fi gures and have perhaps inevitably received less atten-
tion; an imbalance that this collection begins to redress. The Russians and 
the German and Austro/Hungarian alliance did take prisoners in greater 
number. Austrian POWs taken in Serbia after the initial invasion attempt 
was repelled in 1915 played an important part in providing orderly labor 
for hospitals there, many of which were British led, with thousands fall-
ing victim to the typhus epidemic that ravaged the country that winter. 
First World War POWs were not restricted to the main theater of war in 
Europe, however, as many colonial soldiers spent much of the war in POW 
camps far from home, displacing them not only from their families and 
home but also from their comrades in arms and ‘duty’ on the battlefi eld. 
Samuel Hynes has argued, ‘Prisoner-of-war narratives are like women’s 
narratives, in that they tell the story of the other side of war, where human 
beings suff er but do not fi ght.’9 This immediately marginalizes even the 
professional soldier, taking him out of the arena of combat and placing 
him alongside the civilian. Hynes also identifi es a stigma attached to the 
POW, dating back to the time when to be captured meant failure and 
disgrace, a taint of which may have lingered into the twentieth century. 

Barkhof & Smith 1st pages.indd   7Barkhof & Smith 1st pages.indd   7 12/23/2013   12:59:17 PM12/23/2013   12:59:17 PM



8 Angela K. Smith and Sandra Barkhof

T&F Proofs: Not For Distribution

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46

Although soldiers in modern global war often cannot avoid capture and, 
indeed, long subsequent periods of incarceration, there may still be an 
underlying sense of shame attached to their condition.10 This coupled with 
an inevitable sense of frustration at being left powerless and redundant 
must have contributed to already complex issues of displacement. Thus, 
the next chapters engage with the experience of POWs from both wars, 
identifying a rage of diff erent displacements.

In “Diluting Displacement? Letters from Captivity,” Oliver Wilkinson 
investigates how letters and parcels sent and received by British captives 
in Germany during the First World War were used to dilute the captured 
soldier’s sense of physical displacement, that is, from his home, nation, 
and the battlefi eld, and the resulting psychological displacement from his 
civilian and military roles. Wilkinson examines how and why the captivity 
experience was represented in POW correspondence, looking especially at 
how prisoners responded to an ‘imagined reader.’ He also traces evidence 
of anguish that the POWs communicated in their letters either by conscious 
refl ections or unwitting inferences. This demonstrates how letters and 
parcels created an ‘epistolary space’ that enabled men to transcend their 
displacement, allowing them to reconnect with their ‘home worlds’ and 
with their male roles in those worlds. This correspondence facilitated (re)
negotiations and reassurance of self for captured men, which were vital in 
meeting the challenges that capture and captive life presented.

The Italian POW experience in Britain during World War II has often 
been remembered as a ‘positive’ case of war displacement. In media, fi ction, 
fi lms, and museums, as well as memoirs and oral history, the encounters 
between British civilians and Italian POWs have often been recollected as 
an exceptional story of solidarity, friendship, and romance in a context of 
total war. In “A ‘Positive’ Displacement? Italian POWs in World War II 
Britain,” Marco Giudici, assesses the extent to which such recollections 
correspond to the displacement experience as it was recorded at the time 
in media and offi  cial reports. It explains why the Italian POW experience 
has subsequently been remembered in (exaggerated) positive terms in both 
popular culture and personal accounts, assessing the extent to which such 
memories have been infl uenced by the surrounding sociopolitical context. 
The chapter draws on a wide range of sources, including fi lm, literature, 
media, museum exhibitions, and memorials, as well as governmental 
reports, camp diaries and surveys, memoirs, and interviews.

J.M. Goodchild examines the exploitation of POWs, as well as civil-
ian aliens, in “Exploitation of Displaced European Refugees and Axis 
Prisoners of War in Britain, 1939–49.” He examines the diff erent forms 
and functions of ‘exploitation,’ particularly the role and infl uence of the 
British intelligence organizations. In discussion of these issues, this chap-
ter examines the many ways in which Axis POWs and European refugees 
were exploited in Britain, as replacement labor, in the armed forces and 
the Pioneer Corps, in scientifi c research and development, and in Allied 
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intelligence organizations. The means of exploitation are analyzed within 
the context of British wartime internment policies and behavior. The pre-
dominant argument throughout is that both forced and volunteered forms 
of exploitation made signifi cant contributions to the Allied war eff ort and 
subsequent victory.

“A Period in Limbo: Placing People and Punctuation in E.E. Cummings’s 
The Enormous Room,” by Hazel Hutchison, returns to the First World War 
and the awkward position of the POW who was not really a soldier. The 
young American writer E.E. Cummings was serving as a volunteer ambu-
lance driver in France in 1917 when he was arrested on suspicion of spying 
and sent to a depot de triage where he was held for three months before 
diplomatic pressure from the American government secured his release. 
Cummings would later use this experience as the basis for his startlingly 
innovative war text, The Enormous Room (1922), in which his disruptive 
patterns of language are transferred from his usual poetic medium into 
prose. This chapter explores how the physical displacement of confi nement 
in La Ferté-Macé results in the conceptual displacement of categories of 
judgment about the war, both in Cummings’s mind and in the minds of 
his fellow prisoners, whom he depicts with humor and at times admira-
tion, almost reverence. In the topsy-turvy world of the detention center, 
where imprisonment means liberation from the burden of complicity in 
the war and virtue resides in defi ance, moral values are upset, gender and 
national identities are renegotiated, and even spatial and temporal quanti-
ties cease to have their usual meanings. This study also shows how these 
disrupted concepts and values are communicated to the reader through 
Cummings’s playful and inventive distortions of language, in which words 
and punctuation marks are semantically and visually displaced, thus creat-
ing unexpected and startling responses in the reader. The Enormous Room 
therefore off ers a profound exploration of the correlation, and sometimes 
the disparity, between internal and external worlds, and the language in 
which these are rendered by the literary artist.

CIVILIAN DISPLACEMENT

The First World War involved the civilian population more than any 
previous confl ict. Civilians across the world, many already displaced by 
empire, found themselves embroiled in military and political situations 
that were quite unexpected. Although large numbers of civilians across 
Europe were forced to leave their homes during the First World War, 
civilian experiences of displacement during the First World War receive 
comparatively less scholarly attention, as they are often overshadowed by 
the Second World War, which caused mass civilian displacement on an 
unprecedented scale as millions were forced to relocate across Europe, 
at fi rst because of Hitler’s occupation of other countries and then, in a 
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reversal of circumstances, because of his defeat. Similar mass displacement 
took place in the Pacifi c because of the expansion and then defeat of the 
Japanese Empire. There are no exact fi gures to quantify this displacement, 
yet the sheer scale of this displacement makes it often diffi  cult to focus on 
individual fates and experiences.

Therefore, for many civilians, war also meant exile. The physical and 
geographical displacement of civilian peoples in Europe caused by the Sec-
ond World War often had consequences that could not be resolved with the 
armistice. As Imanuel Geiss puts it:

A new phenomenon for Europe was that of masses of refugees, right 
from the beginning of the [fi rst] war. Refugees in little Belgium could 
hardly know where to move, but refugees in France, fl eeing before 
the German Army were also very numerous. In the East—East Prus-
sia, Poland and Lithuania—too, millions were on the move, adding 
stresses on civilian life, largely unknown before. To refugees, who 
fl ed on their own, must be added those deported from border areas 
for being politically unreliable or ‘fi fth columns’ as they would have 
been called following the Spanish Civil War. More tragically still, 
such deportations could also perpetuate past policies of discrimina-
tion and oppression.11

Geiss goes on to argue that for many of the refugees, displacement policies 
of the First World War led to those of the second, citing Hitler’s recol-
lection of the Armenian massacres in Turkey as a means of justifying his 
own policy on the Jews. Geiss also suggests that many others displaced by 
the war, for example, colonial troops in France or colonials in the British 
merchant navy, remained in their new locations after the war, thus shift-
ing longer-term demographics.12 Even for those who were able to return 
to their old lives after the war, the memory of the suff ering of refugees 
lingered. Mabel St. Clair Stobart recalled Serbian refugees fl eeing from the 
armies of Germany, Austria, and Bulgaria after their country was invaded 
in the autumn of 1915:

Thousands of women, children, and old men, driven from their homes 
by the advancing enemy, were, in ever-increasing numbers . . . adding 
to the diffi  culties of the safe retreat . . . 

Wagons fi lled with household treasures, beds, blankets, chairs, frying-
pans, even geese, slung head downwards at the back of the cart . . . 

Or, more frequent and more painful still, wagons fi lled with little 
children; oxen, weary and hungry, led by women also weary and hun-
gry and footsore . . . I saw a woman . . . carrying her two babies, one on 
her back, and one in front; and, in one of the crushes which frequently 
occurred, the baby on her back, was knocked off  by the horns of a 
passing ox.13
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Perhaps the most disturbing thing about these images is that they could as 
easily be lifted from the Second World War as the fi rst. They symbolize a 
kind of civilian suff ering that was prevalent in both confl icts, leading to 
long-term disruption and displacement, a metaphoric ‘No Man’s Land’ of 
suff ering across Europe by 1945. The chapters in this part focus on dif-
ferent aspects of civilian displacement during and after both world wars, 
examining personal experiences, memories, and recollections of the dis-
placed themselves, as well as analyzing the diff erent structures put in place 
in order to deal with the displacement crisis.

In “Renegotiating the Yellow Peril: Cultural and Physical Displacement 
in the German Colony in China during the First World War,” Sandra Bark-
hof examines the cultural and physical displacement of German colonists 
in China during the First World War. In the prewar period, the Japanese 
nation was often considered as racially or culturally ‘inferior.’ In the wake of 
the forced opening of Japan and the subsequent unequal treaties in the late 
nineteenth century, Japan employed Western advisors as part of the general 
Westernization and modernization drive. Thus the German Empire and 
other established Great Powers came to considered themselves as Japan’s 
‘superior teachers.’ However, with the onset of the First World War, Japan 
occupied the German colony in China, whereby especially the ‘defenders of 
Qingdao’ were sent as POWs to Japan for the remainder of the war. Thus, 
the German colonists were faced with a reversal of the prewar situation, 
whereby a victorious Japan had established itself as the new ‘master’ in 
Qingdao. This chapter presents an analysis of primary sources relating to 
both the German civilians who remained in Qingdao and to the German 
POWs in Japan, assessing the impact of war on their attitudes to Japan and 
the Japanese. It aims to evaluate the cultural or physical displacement of the 
German colonists caused by the Japanese occupation.

Katherine Cooper explores the way in which traditional narratives of 
war use women to represent a constant: where men go off  to fi ght, women 
remain to continue the nation, to maintain a place of belonging in a war-
torn landscape. This was problematized in the Second World War when 
millions of European women were themselves forced to fl ee their homes 
under the threat of sexual, racial, and political persecution. “‘His Dearest 
Property’: Women, Nation, and Displacement in Storm Jameson’s Cloud-
less May” explores Jameson’s representation of displaced women in her 
1943 novel, in which she depicts a French village in the months immediately 
before the Nazi occupation of France. It begins by examining the character 
of Marguerite de Freppel, discussing her ruthless manipulation of her lover, 
a politician, and several soldiers and diplomats to ensure her safe passage 
from the village under siege. Through considering the nature of de Freppel’s 
maneuverings and her untimely death, it discusses how the novel both chal-
lenges and reinforces traditional associations of the displaced female fi gure 
with passivity and helplessness. Contrasting de Freppel’s experiences with 
those of other female characters in the novel, such as Madame Labenne, 
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whose husband insists on relocating the family on his own terms and at a 
time of his choosing, it comments on the gender politics inherent in these 
wartime displacements. Exploring the diff ering reactions of these women, 
de Freppel’s attempts to control the men who would dictate her fate and 
the nature of her departure and Labenne’s passivity and her domination by 
her husband and her circumstances, this chapter demonstrates the ways in 
which these narratives of displacement emphasize the role of women during 
wartime and their place within the nation during times of threat and occu-
pation. In doing so it goes on to discuss women as always already outside 
the political and public structures of the nation and the way in which this 
enables female writers like Jameson to empathize with and to convincingly 
depict the displaced.

During the occupation, a number of women writers in France contin-
ued to write and produce fi ction as part of what has often been termed a 
‘literary resistance’ to the Nazis. Much of their resistance fi ction focused 
on the everyday experiences of ordinary citizens, and especially women, 
as they coped with the privations and dislocation of war. In “‘Everything’s 
in a Terrible Mess’: Displacement in the Wartime Fictions of Elsa Triolet 
and Irène Némirovsky,” Krista Cowman compares the themes of displace-
ment in the wartime writing of two such women, Elsa Triolet (1896–1970) 
and Irène Némirovsky (1903–42). Triolet’s Le Premier Accroc Coûte Deux 
Cent Francs (A Fine of Two Hundred Francs) comprises three short novel-
las, parts of which were published clandestinely during the occupation, 
whereas Némirovsky’s Suite Française is the fi rst two works of a projected 
fi ve-novel sequence that was rediscovered and posthumously published in 
2004. Both texts describe the social and emotional impact of geographical 
displacement prompted by the experience of war and invasion. Triolet’s 
three protagonists are coping in unfamiliar surroundings; all forced from 
their earlier more comfortable lives by war. Juliette Noël, a Parisienne typ-
ist, has fl ed to Lyon after the German invasion. Her displacement is com-
pounded by her resistance work, which forces her to spend nights trudging 
through the snowy countryside on clandestine missions. The painter Alex 
Slavsky is forced to fl ee Montmartre and spend the war drifting through 
an unfamiliar landscape, whereas Louise, the fi nal heroine, is an escapee 
from a concentration camp now hiding in a tiny safe house, adrift from her 
prewar friends and family. Némirovsky’s Tempête en Juin merges a cast of 
loosely connected characters to convey the confusion of the mass exodus 
from Paris. The physical displacement that frames these works prompts 
further displacements and shifts around identities. Religious identities are 
shed (in the case of the Jewish Slavsky), whereas the bourgeois Parisiennes 
in Némirovsky’s text fi nd their wealth and social status of little use in rural 
France. Such displacement, the chapter will argue, becomes a key way of 
presenting the confusion of war and exploring its impact on those who 
experienced it.
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In “‘When Most Relief Workers Had Never Heard of Freud. UNRRA 
in the French Zone of Occupation in Germany, 1945–47,” Laure Humbert 
examines this legacy at the end of the Second World War. In September 
1945, approximately sixty-fi ve thousand Displaced Persons (DPs), mainly 
former Polish forced laborers, remained in the French Occupation zone. 
Although academic interest in the question of DPs in postwar Germany has 
grown rapidly since the early 1990s, most of the literature hitherto avail-
able has been written from an Anglo-Saxon perspective. This chapter com-
pares the French management of DP camps and those of its Western Allies 
and examines the contribution of French planners to the new ‘regime for 
refugees’ that emerged after the Second World War. It argues that, overall, 
French offi  cials and Anglo-Saxon authorities viewed relief work in very dif-
ferent terms, and each imputed their divergent outlooks to diplomatic con-
siderations, economic requirements, and cultural factors. It demonstrates 
how distinctive diplomatic constraints, economic requirements, and cul-
tural diff erences infl uenced the thought and practices of refugee humani-
tarianism, thereby contributing to the shaping of diff erent approaches to 
relief in the French zone, than those devised in the British and American 
zones. Particular attention is also given to the links between French colo-
nial experiences and methods of administration and the policies adopted to 
rehabilitate and to civilize DPs.

Iris and Niklas Guske suggest that recent socio-psychological studies 
of separation and acculturation in the context of child rescue operations 
have yielded similarities between the 1938–39 German-Jewish Kinder-
transport to England and the wartime evacuation of German children. As 
common consent had it post-1945, both groups had survived ‘unharmed,’ 
so the Jewish refugees lived in the shadows of ‘real’ Holocaust—concen-
tration camp—survivors, and, as children of the perpetrators, the Ger-
man evacuees were likewise denied recognition of their victimhood. As 
they have of late presented with more psychiatric problems than controls, 
the Guskes investigate these issues in “Fading Childhood Memories of 
World War II Displacement: Appropriation, Non-Appropriation, and 
Misappropriation,” considering the long-term eff ects of displacement and 
collective denial. Looking at commonalities shared by German-Jewish 
refugee and German evacuee children displaced by National Socialism 
especially in the postwar period, the chapter fi nds that their experiences, 
unlike British wartime evacuees’, only surfaced as collective memories 
around the turn of the twenty-fi rst century, when research showed that 
the wall of silence within the societies they had returned to had aff ected 
their psychosocial well-being profoundly. The decade-long non-appropri-
ation of their traumatic past has lately given way to their life histories 
being turned into literary fi ction, where instances of misappropriation by 
highly acclaimed authors unjustly claiming power of interpretation have 
caused some controversy.
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Finally, in “Prisoners of the Past? German Refugee Associations Today,” 
Karl Cordell takes a step back and investigates the longer view. This chap-
ter has two primary objectives. The fi rst is to make some observations con-
cerning (the continued salience) of the experience of fl ight and expulsion of 
ethnic Germans from Eastern Europe between 1945 and 1949. The second 
is to assess whether or not the goals set and the message articulated by 
German Landsmannschaften (Homeland Associations) are of any signifi -
cance for the politics of reconciliation between Germany and the states 
of postcommunist Europe, and whether or not the activities and attitudes 
expressed by the Landsmannschaften actually help or hinder the cause of 
reconciliation. After focusing on the examples of the Czech Republic and 
Hungary in order to illustrate these points, Cordell concludes by argu-
ing that the activities, concerns, and values of the Landsmannschaften, 
although by no means irrelevant, remain rooted in controversial interpreta-
tion of a vanished past and as such fail to make a substantive contribution 
to the process of reconciliation. As such, entrenched positions concerning 
the past and related issues of culpability and responsibility govern contem-
porary attitudes.

The global confl icts of the twentieth century resulted in multiple forms 
of displacement for many diff erent social groups across a full range of 
international communities. They represent multiple versions of ‘No Man’s 
Land,’ a symbolic space for the lost. The longer-term impact of all these 
displacements is still being felt today and has had a profound eff ect on the 
structures of the modern world.
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