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discussed the reasons for their decision.  Thus, the discussion of visual context was part of 171 

most interviews to some degree.   172 

 Conducting research during cancer therapy means that the research itself can become 173 

part of the treatment experience. Some of the participants appeared to use the research 174 

relationship as a containing space where the researcher helped them to process their distress, 175 

thus making it more tolerable (Bion, 1962). As part of a commitment to safe psychosocial 176 

methods, the provision of both a boundaried space and assurance in facing the potential for 177 

inadvertent harm or exploitation (Malcolm, 2012), were firmly embedded in the study. The 178 

researcher had regular supervision with a psychotherapist, wrote exhaustive detailed reflexive 179 

notes and became a member of psychosocial research group for peer support and collective 180 

analysis.  These methods supported psychoanalytic forms of noticing oneself, being aware of 181 

and separating discomfort to that of the participant and of staying engaged emotionally 182 

(Elliott et al., 2012).  This in turn promoted reflexivity, transparency, trustworthiness and the 183 

ability to pick up the cues of whether communication, contact or data collection was or was 184 

not appropriate at a particular time (Pearce et al, .2019).  185 

Ethical approval for conducting the study was obtained in advance (REC Reference 186 

12/LO/0183). Written consent was sought before the first interview, consent was then 187 

processual and relational, bound within an ethics of personhood and the context of building a 188 

relationship of trust and rapport between participant and researcher (Dewing, 2002; Holland 189 

et al., 2006). Consent for the use of images took place on an individual basis from the 190 

participants and from anyone else captured in the photograph.  191 

A balance was found between assurances of confidentiality and the intimacy produced 192 

by combining visual, longitudinal and visual methods. Giving a voice, going beyond text with 193 

visual, temporal and psychosocial sources created a sense of fragility in the anonymization of 194 
















































