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ABSTRACT 

The e f f e c t s of permanent and i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence on the 

c o g n i t i v e development and the emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems of 

c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 11 y e a r s were examined. There were two 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . I n the f i r s t of these 53 c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 

7 y e a r s were s t u d i e d . I n the second i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h e r e were two 

sarrples, one o f 52 c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s and the o t h e r 

of 54 c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s . The samples were drawn 

randomly from the p o p u l a t i o n of a c i t y . Middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 

male and female c h i l d r e n were i n c l u d e d . A l l c h i l d r e n had e i t h e r one 

or two s i b l i n g s . Those whose f a t h e r s were permanently away because of 

p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e and those whose f a t h e r s were away i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

because of o c c u p a t i o n a l demands were compared w i t h c h i l d r e n whose 

f a t h e r s were never away from home. 

The r e s u l t s of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n d i c a t e d t h a t absence of the 

f a t h e r , whether permanent or i n t e r m i t t e n t , had no e f f e c t on the 

c o g n i t i v e development o f the c h i l d r e n a s s e s s e d by the WISC. Both 

t e a c h e r s ' and mothers* r e p o r t s showed t h a t permanent absence o f the 

f a t h e r was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h an i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e of emotional and 

b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s and 

c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s . Middle c l a s s boys and working 

c l a s s g i r l s were found t o be p a r t i c u l a r l y a f f e c t e d . I n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence o f the f a t h e r was found to be r e l a t e d to a hi g h e r i n c i d e n c e 

of problems o n l y i n mothers' r e p o r t s o f c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 

V l l 



7 y e a r s and the e f f e c t was not a s c l e a r as t h a t observed i n the 

permanent absence grox:tp. 

The e x p l a n a t i o n t h a t f a t h e r absence i t s e l f , o r a c o n s i s t e n t 

p a t t e r n of environmental c i r c u m s t a n c e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h a t absence, 

caused the i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems 

i n the c h i l d r e n was r e j e c t e d . An a l t e r n a t i v e was proposed i n which 

absence of the f a t h e r and the c i r c u m s t a n c e s accompanying such absence 

were c o n s i d e r e d a s s p e c i f i c e v e n t s among many t h a t might, but would 

not n e c e s s a r i l y i n c r e a s e the environmental s t r e s s experienced by the 

c h i l d r e n . Only when the cximulative s t r e s s e x p e r i e n c e d by an i n d i v i d u a l 

c h i l d reached a l e v e l , which f o r him o r her was c r i t i c a l , would 

emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems appecir. 

V l l l 
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i n each of the f a t h e r absence groups o b t a i n i n g a s c o r e o f 
t h i r t e e n o r more on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 
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6.4 The i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r 226 
e x h i b i t e d by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 
i n each of the t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups, a s measured 
by the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 
by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

6.5 Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s of t o t a l s c o r e s obtained 229 
by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s e x p e r i e n c i n g 
i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r no f a t h e r absence on the 
C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 
T e a c h e r s : S c a l e 3 ( 2 ) 

6.6 A summary of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e o f 231 
the t o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e 
and seven y e a r s on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
f o r Completion by Teachers: S c a l e B ( 2 ) , showing main 
e f f e c t s 

6.7 The number of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 231 
i n each o f the t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups o b t a i n i n g 
a s c o r e o f nine or more on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by Te a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

6.8 The i n c i d e n c e o f n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r 233 
e x h i b i t e d by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 
i n each of the t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups, a s measured 
by the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 
by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

6.9 Means and s t a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s of t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by 237 
c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s e x p e r i e n c i n g 
i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence on the 
C h i l d r e n ' s Behavio\ir Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 
P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

6.10 A summary of the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e o f 238 
the t o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t 
and e l e v e n y e a r s on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) , showing main 
e f f e c t s 

6.11 The number of c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 239 
i n each of the f a t h e r absence groups o b t a i n i n g a s c o r e of 
t h i r t e e n or more on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

6.12 The i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r 241 
e x h i b i t e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 
i n each of the t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups, as measured by 
the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 
P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 
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6.13 Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s of t o t a l s c o r e s obtained 244 
by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 
e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence 
on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 
by Teachers: S c a l e B(2) 

6.14 A summary of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e o f 245 
the t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t 
and e l e v e n y e a r s on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
f o r Completion by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B ( 2 ) , showing main 
e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s 

5.15 The r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s o f type 246 
o f f a t h e r absence on the t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by 
c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s on the 
C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 
Teachers: S c a l e B(2) 

6.16 The number of c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and eleven y e a r s 248 
i n each o f the t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups o b t a i n i n g 
a s c o r e o f nine o r more on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

6.17 The i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r 250 
e x h i b i t e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 
i n each of the t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups, as measured 
by the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 
by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

7.1 Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s o f s c o r e s obtained by 272 
mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s on 
Schedule D of the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

7.2 A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e of 273 
the s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between 
f i v e and seven y e a r s on Schedule D o f the Index of 
Communication and C o n t r o l 

7.3 The r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s o f 274 
type o f f a t h e r absence on the s c o r e s o f mothers of 
c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s on Schedule D 
o f the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

7.4 Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s of s c o r e s obtained by 276 
mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s on 
Schedule E o f the Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l 

7.5 A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e of 277 
the s c o r e s obtained by mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between 
f i v e and seven y e a r s on Schedule E o f the Index o f 
Communication and C o n t r o l 
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7.6 Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s o f s c o r e s obtained 279 
by mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 
on Schedule F of the Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l 

7.7 A summary of the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e of 280 
the s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between 
f i v e and seven y e a r s on Schedule F of the Index of 
Communication and C o n t r o l 

7.8 The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s o f 281 
type o f f a t h e r absence on the s c o r e s o f mothers of 
c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s on Schedule F 
o f the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 
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between f i v e and seven y e a r s o f avoidance, punishment 
and support s t r a t e g i e s i n t h e i r responses t o the 
C o n t r o l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

7.10 Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s of s c o r e s obtained by 288 
mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 
on Schedule D of the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

7.11 A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e of 289 
the s c o r e s obtained by mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between 
e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s on Schedule D o f the Index of 
Communication and C o n t r o l 

7.12 Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s of s c o r e s obtained by 291 
mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 
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Appendix 3.1 : The F i r s t Study 

3.1.1 IQ scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s A19 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on the F u l l Scale, 
Verbal Scale and Performance Scale of the WISC 

3.1.2 Scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s A20 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on each of the fi v e 
verbal sub-tests of the WISC 

3.1.3 Scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s A21 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on each of the f i v e 
performance sub-tests of the WISC 

3.1.4 Total scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s A22 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on the Children's 
Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by Parents: 
Scale A(2) 

3.1.5 Neuroticism sub-scale scores obtained by middle c l a s s and A23 
working c l a s s male and female children experiencing 
intermittent, permanent or no father absence, on the 
Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 
Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.1.6 A n t i - s o c i a l behaviour sub-scale scores obtained by middle A24 
c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female children 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father cibsence, 
on the Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion 
by Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.1.7 Responses made by mothers of middle c l a s s children A25 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.1.8 Responses made by mothers of working c l a s s children A26 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for "Completion by Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.1.9 Total scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s A27 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on the Children's 
Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by Teachers: 
Scale B(2) 
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3.1.10 Neuroticism sub-scale scores obtained by middle c l a s s A28 
and working c l a s s male and female children experiencing 
intermittent, permanent or no father absence, on the 
Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 
Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.1.11 A n t i - s o c i a l behaviour sub-scale scores obtained by A29 
middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female children 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence, 
on the Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion 
by Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.1.12 Responses made by teachers of middle c l a s s children A30 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.1.13 Responses made by teachers of working c l a s s children A31 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.1.14 Responses made by mothers of middle c l a s s children A32 
experiencing intermittent, perroanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Biographical and Environmental 
Questionnaire 

3.1.15 Responses made by mothers of working c l a s s children A33 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Biographical and Environmental 
Questionnaire 

Appendix 3.2: The Second Study: Children aged between 5 and 7 years 

3.2.1 IQ scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male A34 
and female children experiencing intermittent, permanent 
or no father absence, on the F u l l Scale, Verbal Scale 
and Performance Scale of the WISC 

3.2.2 Scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male A35 
and female children experiencing intermittent, permanent 
or no father absence, on each of the fi v e verbal sub-tests 
of the Wise 

3.2-3 Scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male A36 
and female children experiencing intermittent, permanent 
or no father absence, on each of the f i v e performance 
sub-tests of the WISC 
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3.2.4 Total scores obtained bymiddle c l a s s and working A37 
c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on the Children's 
Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by Parents; 
Scale A(2) 

3.2.5 Neuroticism sub-scale scores obtained by middle c l a s s A38 
and working c l a s s male and female children experiencing 
intermittent, permanent or no father absence, on the 
Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 
Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.2.6 A n t i - s o c i a l behavioxir sub-scale scores obtained by A39 
middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female children 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence, 
on the Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion 
by Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.2.7 Responses made by mothers of middle c l a s s children A40 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.2.8 Responses made by mothers of working c l a s s children A41 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Conpletion by Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.2.9 Total scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s A42 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.2.10 Neuroticism sub-scale scores obtained by middle c l a s s and A43 
working c l a s s male and female children experiencing 
intermittent, permanent or no father absence, on the 
Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 
Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.2.11 A n t i - s o c i a l behaviour sub-scale scores obtained by middle A44 
c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female children 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence, 
on the Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion 
by Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.2.12 Responses made by teachers of middle c l a s s children A45 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Con^letion by Teachers: Scale B{2) 
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3.2.13 Responses made by teachers of working c l a s s children A46 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Coirpletion by Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.2.14 Scores obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working A4 7 
c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence on Schedule D of the 
Index of Communication and Control 

3.2.15 Scores obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working A48 
c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence on Schedule E of the 
Index of Communication and Control 

3.2.16 Scores obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working A49 
c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence on Schedule F of the 
Index of Communication and Control 

3.2.17 The incidence of avoidance, punishment and support responses A50 
to the items of the Control Questionnaire by mothers of 
children aged between f i v e and seven years 

3.2.18 Responses made by mothers of middle c l a s s children A51 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to i n d i v i d u a l items of the Biographical and Environmental 
Questionnaire 

3.2.19 Responses made by mothers of working c l a s s children A53 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to i n d i v i d u a l items of the Biographical and Environmental 
Questionnaire 

Appendix 3.3: The Second Study: Children aged between 8 and 11 years 

3.3.1 IQ scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male A55 
and female children experiencing intermittent, permanent 
or no father absence, on the F u l l Scale, Verbal Scale and 
Performance Scale of the WISC 

3.3.2 Scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and A56 
female children experiencing intermittent, permanent or 
no father absence, on each of the fi v e verbal sub-tests of 
the WISC 

3.3.3 Scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and A57 
female children experiencing intermittent, permanent or 
no father absence, on each of the fi v e performance sxab-tests 
of the WISC 
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3.3.4 Total scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s A58 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.3.5 Neuroticism sub-scale scores obtained by ndddle c l a s s and A59 
working c l a s s male and female children experiencing 
intermittent, permanent or no father absence, on the 
Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 
Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.3.6 A n t i - s o c i a l behaviour sub-scale scores obtained by middle A60 
c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female children experiencing 
intermittent, permanent or no father absence, on the 
Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 
Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.3.7 Responses made by mothers of middle c l a s s children A61 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.3.8 Responses made by mothers of working c l a s s children A62 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Parents: Scale A(2) 

3.3.9 Total scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s A63 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on the Children's 
Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by Teachers: 
Scale B(2) 

3.3.10 Neuroticism sub-scale scores obtained by middle c l a s s and A64 
working c l a s s male and female children experiencing 
intermittent, permanent or no father absence, on the 
Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 
Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.3.11 A n t i - s o c i a l behaviour sub-scale scores obtained by middle A65 
c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female children experiencing 
intermittent, permanent or no father absence, on the 
Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 
Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.3.12 Responses made by teachers of middle c l a s s children 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to i n d i v i d u a l items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Teachers: Scale B(2) 
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3.3.13 Responses made by teachers of working c l a s s children A67 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to i n d i v i d u a l items of the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Teachers: Scale B(2) 

3.3.14 Scores obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working A68 
c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence on Schedule D of the 
Index of Communication and Control 

3.3.15 Scores obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working ^69 
c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence on Schedule E of the 
Index of Communication and Control 

3.3.16 Scores obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working A70 
c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence on Schedule F of the 
Index of Communication and Control 

3.3.17 The incidence of avoidance, punishment and support A71 
responses to the items of the Control Questionnaire by 
mothers of children aged between eight and eleven years 

3.3.18 Responses made by mothers of middle c l a s s children A72 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Biographical and Environmental 
Questionnaire 

3.3.19 Responses made by mothers of working c l a s s children A74 
experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence 
to individual items of the Biographical and Environmental 
Questionnaire 

Appendix 4,1: The F i r s t Study 

4.1.1 Results of the four way an a l y s i s of variance performed A76 
on IQ scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on the F u l l Scale, 
Verbal Scale and Performance Scale of the WISC 

4.1.2 Results of the four way ana l y s i s of variance performed A77 
on scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence on each of the fi v e verbal 
sub-tests of the WISC 
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4.1.3 Results of the four way an a l y s i s of variance performed A78 
on scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence, on each of the five 
performance sub-tests of the WISC 

4.1.4 Results of the three way an a l y s i s of variance performed A79 
on t o t a l scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working 
c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence on the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Parents: Scale A(2) 

4.1.5 Results of the three way a n a l y s i s of variance performed ABO 
on t o t a l scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence on the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Teachers: Scale B(2) 

Appendix 4.2: The Second Study: Children aged between 5 and 7 years 

4.2-1 Results of the four way a n a l y s i s of variance performed on A81 
IQ scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male 
and female children experiencing intermittent, permanent 
or no father absence, on the F u l l Scale, Verbal Scale 
and Performance Scale of the .WISC 

4.2.2 Results of the four way an a l y s i s of variance performed on A82 
scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male 
and female children experiencing intermittent, permanent 
or no father absence on each of the five verbal sub-tests 
of the WISC 

4.2.3 Results of the four way a n a l y s i s of variance performed on A83 
scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male 
and female children experiencing intermittent, permanent 
or no father absence, on each of the five performance 
sub-tests of the WISC 

4.2.4 Results of the three way an a l y s i s of variance performed on A84 
t o t a l scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 
male and female children experiencing intermittent, 
permanent or no father absence on the Children's Behaviour 
Questionnaire for Completion by Parents: Scale A(2) 
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CHAPTER ONE 

PARENTAL ABSENCE: A REVIEW OF RESEARCH 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p between the c h i l d and the mother and the role 

of the mother in the process of child-rearing have been extensively 

investigated by those concerned with the study of c h i l d development. 

The father-child r e l a t i o n s h i p has, i n comparison, received scant 

attention. The father has been relegated by many to the role of 

material provider. His importance to the c h i l d i s seen as i n d i r e c t 

insofar as he provides support for h i s wife i n her role as mother. 

Until recently few studies existed that provided information on 

the role of the father in the family. Those that were carried out, 

however, contradicted the assumption that fathers were only i n d i r e c t l y 

relevant to t h e i r children, Tasch (1952) interviewed 85 fathers who, 

between them had 160 children. She reported that these fathers saw 

themselves as important and active participants i n the upbringing of 

th e i r children. Companionship was the function that they f e l t was 

most important that the father should f u l f i l l and the function of 

economic provider was considered secondary. 

Pe^derson and Robson (1969) questioned mothers of infants 

aged between 8 months and 9^ months about the behaviour of t h e i r 

husbands towards the children. They found that the majority of 

fathers were highly involved. Also they reported that the nature 

of the f a t h e r - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p was correlated with some behaviours 



in the infants. For example, the exercise by the father of 

authoritarian control was correlated with sleep disturbance i n infant 

g i r l s , 

Newson and Newson (1968, 1976) in thei r studies of 700 children 

at ages 4 and 7 years report that i n 70% of cases fathers are 

reported to be highly or moderately participant i n c h i l d rearing. 

Further studies by Radin (1972, 1973) and by Jordan, Radin and 

Epstein (1975) investigated the relationship between father-child 

interaction and the i n t e l l e c t u a l functioning of boys aged 4 years 

They found, by means of interviewing the fathers, testing the boys 

and observing the interaction between father and son, that the 

Intelligence Quotient (IQ) of the boys was p o s i t i v e l y correlated with 

paternal nurturance and negatively correlated with paternal 

r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s . 

I f we examine the l i t e r a t u r e on parental absence, a similar 

pattern emerges. I t i s the absence of the mother that has been seen 

as most worthy of study, comparatively l i t t l e attention being focussed 

on the absence of the father. This, in spite of the fac t that i n most 

families experiencing the temporary or permanent absence of a parent 

i t i s the father who i s missing (Finer, 1974). Also, in many of the 

studies purporting to investigate maternal absence, the c h i l d i s 

absent from both parents. 

Maternal Absence 

There are a numlDer of comprehensive reviews and evaluations of 

the research into maternal absence (Ainsworth, 1962; Rutter, 1972; 



Yarrow, 1961) and i t i s not the intention to attempt such a task here. 

Rather, i t i s intended to chart the course that the research has 

followed. 

Many studies label absence of the mother as deprivation, a labe l 

which immediately implies a negative outcome. Early studies 

purporting to be concerned with maternal deprivation investigated 

children who, for various reasons were being reared i n i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

Spitz (1945) conducted one of the f i r s t large scale studies of a group 

of children l e s s than a year old who were l i v i n g i n two types of 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l environment. The f i r s t group, the infants of delinquent 

g i r l s detained i n prison, were cared for in the prison nursery, e i t h e r 

by the i r mothers or by permanent mother substitutes. There were toys 

to play with and the children were given the opportunity to observe 

what was going on around them. The second group were infants being 

reared in a foundling home because t h e i r mother, for some reason, 

could not support them. In t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n a nurse had the care of 

eight children and the only nurse-child interaction occurred at 

feeding time. Few, i f any toys were provided and vi s i o n was 

obstructed because sheets were hung over the cots. 

Spitz found differences in the development quotient of the two 

groups, that of the foundling group being lower. Also, two thir d s of 

t h i s group had retarded s k e l e t a l movements. He also investigated 

what happened to nursery children who were separated from thei r 

mothers. I t was found that they developed a number of disturbing 

symptoms. They were sad, weepy and behaved as though in a daze. 



Spitz attributed a l l these r e s u l t s to deprivation of the mother 

or mother figure. This interpretation was c r i t i c i s e d on a number of 

grounds. F i r s t l y because no note was made of the number of children 

in the study who suffered from congenital abnormalities, secondly, 

because no information was given about differences between the mothers 

in the two groups, t h i r d l y the v a l i d i t y of the te s t s used was 

questioned and f i n a l l y , w hilst the study was progressing some children 

from the foundling home, possibly those l e a s t disturbed, were adopted 

and their r e s u l t s were not included. 

Another early study by Goldfarb (1945) compared two groups of 

children separated from t h e i r mothers at the age of 9 months, one 

group leaving the i n s t i t u t i o n at a year old and the other remaining 

u n t i l they were 3 years old before being fostered. The second group was 

found by Goldfarb to have lower i n t e l l e c t u a l development, were more 

unmanageable and had a lower l e v e l of language development than the 

group fostered a f t e r spending a shorter time in the i n s t i t u t i o n . 

Goldfarb, l i k e Spitz, attributed these r e s u l t s to longer loss of 

mothering in the second group. However Goldfarb did not take into 

account the p o s s i b i l i t y of i n i t i a l differences between the two groups 

which may have accounted for the e a r l i e r fostering of the f i r s t group. 

I t was the r e s u l t of research such as t h i s , together with 

information gained from h i s own studies, that led to the publication in 

1951 of John Bowlby's paper on maternal deprivation. Bowlby (1946) 

had e a r l i e r compared l i f e h istory data of 44 juvenile delinquents with 

a control group of non-delinquents. He found that half of h i s 

experimental group had suffered a t l e a s t s i x months complete separation 



from thei r mothers during the f i r s t f i v e years of t h e i r l i v e s . Only 

two of the control group had had a s i m i l a r experience. 

In the paper published in 1951 reviewing findings such as those 

outlined above, Bowlby asserted that 'prolonged deprivation of 

maternal care may have grave and far reaching r e s u l t s ' . He suggested 

that 'maternal deprivation' had both long and short term consequences. 

He outlined three stages in the c h i l d ' s immediate response to 

deprivation, protest, despair and l a s t l y detachment. Bowlby 

suggested that these symptoms have an indication of long term e f f e c t s 

which he considered to be the danger of the development of an 

a f f e c t i o n l e s s personality, unable to form attachments. 

An important mediating factor was thought to be the age at which 

the deprivation occurred, Bowlby himself considered that deprivation 

after the c h i l d had reached the age of 5 years was not so s i g n i f i c a n t , 

Schaffer (1958) also suggested that a c r i t i c a l lower age l i m i t 

existed. His experiments attempted to e s t a b l i s h at what age infants 

began to be disturbed by separation from t h e i r mothers. He found that 

the average age at which disturbance on separation was manifested 

to be 7 months. He therefore concluded that the infant could only 

experience absence of care and not absence of a p a r t i c u l a r person, 

the mother, before t h i s age. He suggested that other deprivations 

of, for example, care or perceptual stimulation could a f f e c t the infant, 

but s p e c i f i c maternal deprivation was not relevant before the c h i l d 

could recognise the mother as d i s t i n c t from other caretakers. 

The work of Bowlby and others in the same area had a tremendous 

impact, not only on psychology, but also on s o c i a l work and c h i l d care. 



Conditions i n h o s p i t a l s were modified, e s p e c i a l l y f o r younger 

c h i l d r e n . Mothers began to be allowed to v i s i t them f o r longer 

p e r i o d s or i n some c a s e s to s t a y with them a l l the time. C h i l d c a r e 

i n i n s t i t u t i o n s was r e o r g a n i s e d . There were moves to d i v i d e l a r g e 

c h i l d r e n ' s homes i n t o s m a l l e r f a m i l y u n i t s . However, an over z e a l o u s 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of what were intended to be hypotheses and t h e o r i e s , 

l e d to problems. Some of those people concerned w i t h c h i l d w e l f a r e 

i n t e r p r e t e d the f i n d i n g s to mean t h a t mothers should never le a v e 

t h e i r young c h i l d r e n , or, t h a t however bad the home was, l e a v i n g the 

c h i l d there was p r e f e r a b l e to s e p a r a t i o n from the mother. 

Wh i l s t Bowlby and h i s a s s o c i a t e s appeared to be s a t i s f i e d t h a t the 

r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g s c o u l d be a t t r i b u t e d to d e p r i v a t i o n of maternal c a r e , 

o t h e r r e s e a r c h e r s questioned the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the f i n d i n g s . The 

c r i t i c i s m s made were both methodological and t h e o r e t i c a l . 

Methodological problems, i t was suggested, arose f i r s t l y because 

of the l a c k of p r e c i s i o n i n the d e f i n i t i o n of the phenomena to be 

i n v e s t i g a t e d , secondly because of the d i s r e g a r d , i n some c a s e s , of 

important a d d i t i o n a l v a r i a b l e s and t h i r d l y because of the r e s e a r c h 

s t r a t e g i e s employed. 

The l a c k of p r e c i s i o n i n d e f i n i t i o n a r o s e p a r t l y because the 

l a b e l 'maternal d e p r i v a t i o n ' was a p p l i e d t o a number of d i f f e r e n t 

c o n d i t i o n s and p a r t l y because the terms ' d e p r i v a t i o n ' and ' s e p a r a t i o n ' 

were sometimes used i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y . At l e a s t four i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s 

of the term maternal d e p r i v a t i o n have been used: 



a) s e p a r a t i o n from the mother and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n 

b) s e p a r a t i o n p l u s o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e c a r e 

c ) no s e p a r a t i o n , but an inadequate mot h e r - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p 

d) m u l t i p l e mothering. 

Ainsworth (1962) p o i n t e d out the n e c e s s i t y of d i s t i n g u i s h i n g between 

i n s u f f i c i e n c y , d i s t o r t i o n and d i s c o n t i n u i t y o f c a r e . 

Yarrow (1961) has suggested t h a t a c h i l d ' s environment should be 

c o n s i d e r e d as having four d i f f e r e n t , s i g n i f i c a n t a s p e c t s . These a r e 

p h y s i c a l , emotional, s o c i a l and l e a r n i n g a s p e c t s . Thus to attempt to 

i n v e s t i g a t e a g l o b a l concept, maternal d e p r i v a t i o n , without c o n s i d e r i n g 

i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r each of the four a s p e c t s would only lead to 

c o n f u s i o n . 

The second methodological d i f f i c u l t y a r i s e s when attempts a r e 

made to i d e n t i f y c a u s a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h o u t attempting to c o n t r o l 

f o r , or take i n t o account v a r i a b l e s t h a t may be c r u c i a l i n the 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of f i n d i n g s . Such v a r i a b l e s i n c l u d e the nature and 

d u r a t i o n of the s e p a r a t i o n / d e p r i v a t i o n e x p e r i e n c e , the q u a l i t y of 

mothering before and a f t e r the e x p e r i e n c e , the age and stage of 

development of the c h i l d , h i s p h y s i c a l h e a l t h and what happens a f t e r 

the s e p a r a t i o n ( R u t t e r , 1972). w i t h such a complex s i t u a t i o n the 

problems of c o n t r o l a r e immense. 

F i n a l l y methodological d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s e as a r e s u l t of problems 

i n h e r e n t i n the r e s e a r c h s t r a t e g i e s employed. Because of the problems 

of c o n t r o l of v a r i a b l e s i n the n o n - l a b o r a t o r y s t r a t e g i e s and the 

q u e s t i o n of the a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f r e s u l t s o f r e s e a r c h c a r r i e d out i n the 

more l i m i t i n g s e t t i n g of the e x p e r i m e n t a l l a b o r a t o r y , i t i s p o s s i b l e 



to q u e s t i o n the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of r e s u l t s put forward by Bowlby and 

h i s c o l l e a g u e s . T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y true of hypothesised long-term 

e f f e c t s . 

1. Long-term e f f e c t s 

Some i n v e s t i g a t o r s have a t t r i b u t e d f i n d i n g s of long-term e f f e c t s 

to f a c t o r s other than the d i s r u p t i o n of the mother-child r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

P o s s i b l e long-term e f f e c t s may be co n s i d e r e d under three headings. 

These a r e , f i r s t l y c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s , secondly emotional and 

p e r s o n a l i t y d e f i c i t s and t h i r d l y delinquency. 

a) C o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s 

One a l t e r n a t i v e e x p l a n a t i o n of the f i n d i n g t h a t c h i l d r e n r e a r e d 

i n i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e sometimes found to have c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s when 

compared to c h i l d r e n who have been r e a r e d w i t h i n a fa m i l y , suggests 

t h a t the former group e x p e r i e n c e s t i m u l u s d e p r i v a t i o n (Hebb, 1949; 

Yarrow, 1961). Such s t i m u l i i n c l u d e p e r c e p t u a l , s o c i a l and l i n g u i s t i c 

s t i m u l i . Those i n v e s t i g a t o r s reason t h a t , a s many of the s t u d i e s 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g maternal d e p r i v a t i o n examined c h i l d r e n r e a r e d i n 

i n s t i t u t i o n s , the c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s were a r e s u l t of impoverishment 

of the environment r a t h e r than the absence of the mother. They 

suggest t h a t , as e a r l y l e a r n i n g a f f e c t s l a t e r development, when t h i s 

i s r e s t r i c t e d then a d e f i c i t may r e s u l t . I n support of t h i s p o i n t 

t h e r e i s some evidence t h a t the performance of i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d 

c h i l d r e n improves i f t h e i r l e a r n i n g e x p e r i e n c e s a r e i n c r e a s e d 

( K i r k , 1958). 



b) Emotional d e f i c i t s 

Some s t u d i e s i n which the i n v e s t i g a t o r s i n t e r p r e t the r e s u l t s as 

i n d i c a t i n g t h a t a c h i l d d e p r i v e d of i t s mother e x p e r i e n c e s emotional 

d e f i c i t s have a l s o been i n t e r p r e t e d i n a d i f f e r e n t way. An 

a l t e r n a t i v e h y p o t h e s i s i s t h a t the d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t c h i l d r e n d e p r i v e d 

of t h e i r mothers ex p e r i e n c e i n emotional r e l a t i o n s h i p s a r e due to the 

i s o l a t i o n o f the c h i l d r e n from adequate s o c i a l c o n t a c t s . I t i s l a c k 

of s o c i a l s t i m u l a t i o n , r a t h e r than d e p r i v a t i o n o f the mother p e r s e , 

which g i v e s r i s e to the problems (Harlow & Harlow, 1970), 

' A f f e c t i o n l e s s psychopathy' s a i d to be found i n some m a t e r n a l l y 

deprived c h i l d r e n may be due to the f a i l u r e to form bonds or 

attachments w i t h anyone i n e a r l y childhood. W h i l s t the most 

s i g n i f i c a n t bond i s u s u a l l y formed w i t h the mother, i t does not 

n e c e s s a r i l y have to be so (Freud & Dann, 1951; S c h a f f e r , 1977). 

c) Delinquency and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour 

Delinquency and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour have been seen by some 

worJcers a s a consequence o f maternal d e p r i v a t i o n (Bowlby, 1946). 

However, f a c t o r s other than t h i s have been p o s t u l a t e d by o t h e r s to 

be important. R u t t e r (1972) p o i n t s out t h a t r e s e a r c h s t u d i e s have 

shown t h a t f a m i l y c o n f l i c t , p a r e n t a l s e p a r a t i o n and d i v o r c e a r e 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h delinquency i n c h i l d r e n , and may be more s i g n i f i c a n t 

than absence i t s e l f . 

2. Short-term e f f e c t s 

C o n c l u s i o n s drawn by some of the r e s e a r c h e r s about the s h o r t - t e r m 

e f f e c t s of d e p r i v a t i o n have a l s o been questioned. 



The short-term r e a c t i o n s to a s e p a r a t i o n experience have been 

reported as f i r s t l y p r o t e s t , secondly d e s p a i r and f i n a l l y detachment. 

However as R u t t e r (1972) has suggested, c e r t a i n modifying 

i n f l u e n c e s may reduce or remove the l i k e l i h o o d of these r e a c t i o n s i n 

i n d i v i d u a l c h i l d r e n . Such i n f l u e n c e s i n c l u d e age, sex and temperament 

of the c h i l d , the m o t h e r - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p , p r e v i o u s s e p a r a t i o n 

e x p e r i e n c e , the p r e s e n c e of f a m i l i a r people other than the mother and 

the nature of the c i r c u m s t a n c e s surrounding the s e p a r a t i o n . A l s o , 

these r e a c t i o n s , when they a r e observed may be due, not only t o 

s e p a r a t i o n from the mother, but a l s o to the s t r a n g e n e s s of the new 

environment a d i s t u r b e d m o t h e r - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p before the 

e x p e r i e n c e and/or l o s s of adequate c a r e . 

Many of the problems of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n found i n e a r l i e r s t u d i e s 

were the r e s u l t of methodological i n a d e q u a c i e s . I n more r e c e n t 

r e s e a r c h i n v e s t i g a t i n g both animal and human i n f a n t s , attempts have 

been made to overcome these i n a d e q u a c i e s . Michael R u t t e r (1972) 

s t a t e s t h a t i n c r e a s i n g l y t h e r e i s a 'focus on why and how 

c h i l d r e n a r e a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d by those e x p e r i e n c e s i n c l u d e d under 

the term maternal d e p r i v a t i o n , r a t h e r than spending time on whether 

they a r e a f f e c t e d ' . 

I n animal s t u d i e s i t has been p o s s i b l e to c o n t r o l s t r i n g e n t l y 

such v a r i a b l e s as l e n g t h of s e p a r a t i o n and type of environment 

before, during and a f t e r the e x p e r i e n c e . Hinde and Spencer-Booth 

(1971) i n v e s t i g a t e d the e f f e c t s on young r h e s u s monkeys of b r i e f 

s e p a r a t i o n s from t h e i r mothers. They c o n t r o l l e d f o r both the l e n g t h 

and number of b r i e f s e p a r a t i o n s and found t h a t two s e p a r a t i o n s l a s t i n g 
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s i x days appeared to have no more adverse e f f e c t than one s i x day 

s e p a r a t i o n . 

In an experiment on the e f f e c t s of long term s e p a r a t i o n , Novak 

and Harlow (1975) found t h a t exposing m a t e r n a l l y deprived young 

monkeys to other young monkeys l e d to the development of i n c r e a s e d 

s o c i a l behaviour i n the former. T h i s , the r e s e a r c h e r s suggest, 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t f o r t h e i r monkeys a t l e a s t , the e f f e c t s of i s o l a t i o n 

a r e r e v e r s i b l e , g i v e n an a p p r o p r i a t e r e m e d i a l environment. 

W h i l s t animal s t u d i e s provide the advantage of e n a b l i n g 

i n v e s t i g a t o r s t o c r e a t e and c o n t r o l environments, the r e s u l t s 

obtained are not d i r e c t l y a p p l i c a b l e to human s u b j e c t s . I n s t u d i e s 

of the e f f e c t s of maternal s e p a r a t i o n and other a s s o c i a t e d phenomena, 

attempts a r e being made to remove a m b i g u i t i e s and develop t h e o r i e s 

and e x p l a n a t i o n s which a r e l e s s vague and g e n e r a l . 

I n d i v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s i n response to s e p a r a t i o n e x p e r i e n c e s 

have been examined. R u t t e r (1970) concludes, both from reviews and 

h i s own r e s e a r c h , t h a t boys are more v u l n e r a b l e to i l l e f f e c t s than 

g i r l s . Thompson and Grusec (1970) d i s c u s s how an i n d i v i d u a l ' s 

responses may be i n f l u e n c e d by h i s i n h e r i t e d a d a p t a b i l i t y and 

response to s t r e s s . 

E x t e r n a l v a r i a b l e s i n f l u e n c i n g the outcome of s e p a r a t i o n 

e x p e r i e n c e have a l s o been s c r u t i n i s e d . For example Wolkind i n an 

unpublished study r e p o r t e d i n R u t t e r (1972) found t h a t c h i l d r e n from 

i n s t i t u t i o n s i n which house mothers changed i n f r e q u e n t l y e x h i b i t e d 

l e s s emotional d i s t u r b a n c e than those c h i l d r e n who experienced 

frequent change of house mother. T i z a r d and Rees (1965) s t u d i e d 
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a group of 26 c h i l d r e n aged 4*3 y e a r s c o n t i n u o u s l y r e a r e d i n 

i n s t i t u t i o n s s i n c e e a r l y i n f a n c y , the i n s t i t u t i o n s , i n many r e s p e c t s 

being of high q u a l i t y . The i n s t i t u t i o n a l c h i l d r e n had no more 

frequent problems than the c o n t r o l group of 30 working c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

l i v i n g a t home, although the p a t t e r n of problems was d i f f e r e n t . The 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l c h i l d r e n ' s most frequent problems were poor peer 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s , temper tantrums, c l i n g i n g and poor c o n c e n t r a t i o n . The 

problems found i n the c o n t r o l group were e s s e n t i a l l y d i s c i p l i n a r y . 

R u t t e r (1971) has concluded t h a t c h i l d r e n who experienced s e p a r a t i o n 

e a r l y s u f f e r e d l e s s i f l a t e r they were r e a r e d i n an harmonious 

f a m i l y s e t t i n g . 

Attempts a r e being made t o i d e n t i f y p a r t i c u l a r mechanisms 

und e r l y i n g s p e c i f i c f i n d i n g s . The acute d i s t r e s s observed a f t e r 

s e p a r a t i o n has been a s c r i b e d t o a d i s t o r t i o n o f the moth e r - c h i l d 

r e l a t i o n s h i p , t h a t i s , not simply to s e p a r a t i o n from the mother, but 

d e p r i v a t i o n o f maternal c a r e (Robertson & Robertson, 1968). The 

syndrome termed ' a f f e c t i o n l e s s psychopathy* has been a t t r i b u t e d t o 

f a i l u r e to form bonds ( T i z a r d & T i z a r d , 1971), or adverse fam i l y 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s before s e p a r a t i o n (Wolkind, r e p o r t e d i n Ru t t e r , 1972) . 

Delinquency i s i n c r e a s i n g l y seen as a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f a m i l y d i s c o r d 

( R u t t e r , 1971) and o t h e r s have pointed to the importance of 

problematic or n o n - e x i s t e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h the f a t h e r (Andry, 1950; 

B i l l e r , 1974). Developmental r e t a r d a t i o n and i n t e l l e c t u a l impairment 

have been r e l a t e d to d e p r i v a t i o n of p e r c e p t u a l , l i n g u i s t i c and o t h e r 

environmental s t i m u l a t i o n ( R u t t e r , 1972; Yarrow, 1961). 
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No longer i s t h e r e u n i v e r s a l acceptance of the view t h a t 

e x p e r i e n c e s o c c u r r i n g i n the f i r s t few y e a r s of l i f e e x e r t an 

i r r e v e r s i b l e i n f l u e n c e on l a t e r development. S t u d i e s t h a t have 

attempted long-term follow-up of c h i l d r e n who have undergone 

traximatic e x p e r i e n c e s e a r l y i n l i f e have not found i t i n e v i t a b l e 

t h a t problems r e s u l t (Davis, 1947; K o l e j k o v a , 1972; Lewis, 1954), 

Ru t t e r (1972) concludes t h a t 'the degree of r e v e r s i b i l i t y depends 

on the d u r a t i o n and s e v e r i t y o f the p r i v a t i o n , the age of the c h i l d 

when p r i v a t i o n c e a s e s and how complete i s the change of environment'. 

A l t e r n a t i v e s a r e being proposed to what has been termed the 

c r i t i c a l p e r i o d model. According t o t h i s model adverse c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

o c c u r r i n g a t a p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t i n the c h i l d ' s development may have 

a very s p e c i f i c e f f e c t a t t h a t time, y e t have no e f f e c t or a d i f f e r e n t 

e f f e c t e a r l i e r or l a t e r . Danziger (1971) c o n s i d e r s t h a t an 

i n t e r a c t i o n a l model of development i s more v a l i d . That i s one which 

c o n s i d e r s development t o be a continuous p r o c e s s w i t h the c h i l d and 

h i s surroundings i n f l u e n c i n g each other and the outcome. Clar)ce and 

C l a r k e (1976) have formulated what they r e f e r to as a 'wedge 

h y p o t h e s i s ' . They suggest t h a t p o t e n t i a l r e s p o n s i v e n e s s i s g r e a t e s t 

during the e a r l y s t a g e s of development and t a i l s o f f u n t i l adulthood 

when the p o t e n t i a l i s much lower. Thus, w h i l s t g r e a t e s t change i s 

l i k e l y to o c c u r i n the e a r l y y e a r s , i t i s p o s s i b l e throughout l i f e . 

T h e r e f o r e , w h i l s t i t i s not the i n t e n t i o n to suggest t h a t e a r l y 

e x perience i s unimportant, i t i s c o n s i d e r e d by some t o have been 

overemphasised. I t s long term r o l e by i t s e l f i s l i m i t e d and the 

modifying e f f e c t s of l a t e r e x p e r i e n c e s a r e perhaps more s i g n i f i c a n t . 
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As C l a r k e and C l a r k e (1976) have s t a t e d ' I t appears t h a t there i s no 

p s y c h o s o c i a l a d v e r s i t y to which some c h i l d r e n have not been 

s u b j e c t e d y e t l a t e r r e c o v e r e d ' . 

P a t e r n a l Absence 

I n c r e a s i n g l y i n r e c e n t y e a r s i n t e r e s t has been shown both by 

p r i v a t e c i t i z e n s and p u b l i c w e l f a r e a g e n c i e s i n the problems 

experienced by one p a r e n t f a m i l i e s . T h i s i n c r e a s e i n i n t e r e s t may 

be seen both i n the spread of ' s e l f - h e l p ' groups such as 'Gingerbread' 

an o r g a n i s a t i o n designed to a i d s i n g l e p a r e n t s , and a l s o i n the 

commissioning and p u b l i c a t i o n of o f f i c i a l r e p o r t s . For example, the 

F i n e r Report, p u b l i s h e d i n 1974 was concerned to i d e n t i f y the 

p a r t i c u l a r d i f f i c u l t i e s e x p e r i e n c e d by one-parent f a m i l i e s and a l s o to 

formulate p r o p o s a l s designed t o h e l p a l l e v i a t e them. A l s o t h e r e was 

the Seebohm Report (1973) which was intended to examine the p a r t i c u l a r 

d i f f i c u l t i e s e x p e r i e n c e d by Naval f a m i l i e s and to c o n s i d e r t h e i r 

s p e c i a l w e l f a r e needs. These needs were seen as i n p a r t brought about 

as a consequence of t h e i r g r e a t e r g e o g r a p h i c a l m o b i l i t y and i n p a r t 

brought about by i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the husband/father. 

I n the m a j o r i t y of one-parent f a m i l i e s i t i s the f a t h e r who i s 

absent. L i k e m a ternal absence, the term p a t e r n a l absence has been 

a p p l i e d to a number of d i f f e r e n t s i t u a t i o n s . 

The most extreme and f i n a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s occur e i t h e r when the 

f a t h e r i s absent because of h i s death or when he has never been i n 

c o n t a c t w i t h the c h i l d i n those c a s e s where the mother a c t s as s i n g l e 

p a r e n t . Whether the c h i l d i s o l d enough to be aware of the f a c t . 

14 



absence of the f a t h e r i s t o t a l and f i n a l . Absence of the f a t h e r 

because of p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e or s e p a r a t i o n may be almost as t o t a l , a s 

i n some c a s e s he d i s a p p e a r s from the f a m i l y completely. However, i n 

ot h e r s he i s give n , and t a k e s advantage of frequent a c c e s s . I n t h i s 

case the i n f l u e n c e of the f a t h e r i s not completely l a c k i n g . 

The f a m i l y may experience temporary f a t h e r absence f o r a number 

of reasons, the most frequent one being the f a t h e r ' s occupation. T h i s 

may r e q u i r e him being away from home f o r le n g t h s of time v a r y i n g from 

days to y e a r s . 

F i n a l l y , some c h i l d r e n may be almost completely without the 

i n f l u e n c e o f the f a t h e r , even though he may l i v e permanently a t home. 

He may work f o r long hours, l e a v i n g home before h i s c h i l d r e n are awake 

and r e t u r n i n g when they a r e a s l e e p . S h i f t work may mean t h a t the 

f a t h e r s l e e p s a t the times when h i s c h i l d r e n a r e awake. Also t h e r e 

ar e f a m i l i e s i n which the f a t h e r has no involvement w i t h the c h i l d r e n , 

spending h i s l e i s u r e time away from them. 

Each o f the s i t u a t i o n s d e s c r i b e d above i s d i f f e r e n t , not si m p l y 

i n terms of the q u a n t i t y of absence, but a l s o q u a l i t a t i v e l y i n terms 

of what the absence means to the f a m i l y . 

Whatever the s i t u a t i o n t h a t has l e d to the permanent absence of 

the f a t h e r from h i s f a m i l y , the w i f e and c h i l d r e n of such a f a m i l y w i l l 

e xperience some problems i n common. A r e d u c t i o n i n income, o f t e n 

r e s u l t i n g i n a lowered l i v i n g standard and even poverty, i s one of the 

main p r a c t i c a l problems and a l s o imposes an emotional s t r a i n ( F i n e r , 

1974; Marsden, 1969; Wynn, 1964). R e l a t e d to t h i s i s the frequency 

with which f a t h e r l e s s f a m i l i e s l i v e i n inadequate accommodation and 
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t h e i r high g e o g r a p h i c a l m o b i l i t y (Wynn, 1964). Another problem i s 

t h a t the mother has the task of being the only permanent a d u l t 

c a r e t a k e r , and, without adequate support from r e l a t i v e s , f r i e n d s , o r 

s o c i a l a g e n c i e s , may ex p e r i e n c e t h i s as e x c e s s i v e l y demanding 

(Brandwein, Brown & Fox, 1974; Marsden, 1969). 

F a m i l i e s , f a t h e r l e s s because of d i v o r c e or s e p a r a t i o n have 

d i f f i c u l t i e s p e c u l i a r t o t h e i r s i t u a t i o n . As S c h l e s i n g e r (1954) has 

pointed out, t h e i r s o c i a l a c c e p t a b i l i t y i s lower than those i n which 

the f a t h e r has die d , although the e x t e n t of the stigma would depend 

on the s t a t u s of the other f a m i l i e s i n the neighbourhood. F r e q u e n t l y 

there would have been a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of c o n f l i c t i n the home 

before the s e p a r a t i o n or d i v o r c e took p l a c e . I n some c a s e s t h i s 

c o n f l i c t may have been of g r e a t e r s i g n i f i c a n c e to the famil y than the 

di v o r c e or s e p a r a t i o n i t s e l f ( R u t t e r , 1972). 

When a marriage breaks up the p a r t n e r s may have d i f f i c u l t y i n 

coming to terms w i t h the f a i l u r e . Mothers may f e e l g u i l t y , angry, 

f r u s t r a t e d , r e s e n t f u l , ( F r e u d e n t h a l , 1959) and i n some c a s e s may 

break down completely. Marsden (1969) found t h a t a q u a r t e r of 

a sample of d i v o r c e d women needed some form of p s y c h i a t r i c care 

f o l l o w i n g the d i v o r c e . C h e s t e r (1971) found t h a t only 20 out of 

a sample of 150 d i v o r c e d women s a i d t h e i r h e a l t h had not been 

a f f e c t e d by the break up of the marriage. A f u r t h e r d i f f i c u l t y i s 

t h a t p a r e n t s may attempt to use the c h i l d r e n as weapons a g a i n s t each 

other (Marsden, 1969). 

W h i l s t the problems of those f a m i l i e s e x p e r i e n c i n g temporary 

absence may be l e s s s e v e r e , they a r e n e v e r t h e l e s s p r e s e n t . To an 
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e x t e n t such f a m i l i e s may have problems s i m i l a r to those e x p e r i e n c i n g 

permanent absence, p a r t i c u l a r l y i f the f a t h e r i s away f o r long 

p e r i o d s . Enavall (1945) found t h a t 90% of a sample o f 67 Servicemen's 

wives r e p o r t e d themselves to be l o n e l y . The w i f e may f e e l r e s e n t f u l 

because o f her husband's absence and may f i n d b e i n g the s o l e p a r e n t 

very demanding, i n f l u e n c i n g the way i n which she i n t e r a c t s w i t h 

her c h i l d r e n . Three s t u d i e s of B r i t i s h Royal Naval wives (Grubb 

e t a l , 1970; Matthews, 1969; Seebohm, 1973) r e p o r t e d problems 

experienced by women whose husbands were away i n t e r m i t t e n t l y because 

of t h e i r work. Matthews r e p o r t e d problems r e l a t e d to the m o b i l i t y 

of naval f a m i l i e s which could l e a d to housing, s c h o o l and neighbour 

d i f f i c u l t i e s . A l s o women report e d problems a s s o c i a t e d with 

s e p a r a t i o n , the d i f f i c u l t y o f f u l f i l l i n g a d u a l p a r e n t a l r o l e , 

d e p r e s s i o n and a n x i e t y about the f a t h e r . F i n a l l y problems a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h the f a t h e r ' s r e t u r n were r e p o r t e d , c o n f l i c t o f d i s c i p l i n e 

t echniques, f i n a n c i a l problems and the re-emergence of m a r i t a l 

d i f f i c u l t i e s , Seebohm (1973) r e p o r t e d wives a s having f i n a n c i a l and 

accommodation problems as w e l l as having problems i n d e a l i n g w i t h the 

s e p a r a t i o n . (Grubb e t a l , 1970) r e p o r t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f 

p s y c h i a t r i c problems i n a sample o f n a v a l wives compared to t h a t of 

a sairple o f c i v i l i a n wives o f the same age. 

F a m i l i e s e x p e r i e n c i n g temporary absence because o f the f a t h e r ' s 

occupation would not have the same problems of poverty o r s o c i a l 

stigma, however. Nor would the problems of adjustment to l o s s be 

as acute a s i t i s known t h a t he w i l l r e t u r n , . 
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I n t e r m i t t e n t absence may b r i n g w i t h i t d i f f i c u l t i e s i n the 

f a t h e r - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p . T h i s may be d i s t o r t e d e i t h e r because the 

f a t h e r i s i d e a l i s e d (Bach, 1946) or a l t e r n a t i v e l y because the mother 

may hand over a l l d i s c i p l i n i n g t o him while he i s a t home, thus 

g i v i n g the c h i l d an e x c e s s i v e l y n e g a t i v e view. Times of r e t u r n and 

departure may be d i s r u p t i v e f o r the f a m i l y , i n the former case because 

of a d i s r u p t i o n of the r o u t i n e and/or a re-emergence of m a r i t a l 

d i f f i c u l t i e s , i n the l a t t e r because of the d i s t r e s s caused by the 

temporary l o s s of the f a t h e r (Matthews, 1969), 

Thus d i f f e r e n t absence e x p e r i e n c e s are d i f f e r e n t , not simply i n 

terms of the q u a n t i t y of absence, but i n terms of what the absence 

means to the f a m i l y . Permanent absence and temporary absence w i l l 

d i f f e r q u a l i t a t i v e l y and absence due to l a c k of i n t e r e s t w i l l be 

experienced d i f f e r e n t l y from absence due to oc c u p a t i o n . 

Few attempts have been made to compare c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

temporary and permanent f a t h e r absence (FA). One of the aims of the 

pre s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n was to make such a comparison. Both c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent FA due to the d i v o r c e of t h e i r parents and 

those e x p e r i e n c i n g temporary FA as a r e s u l t of t h e i r f a t h e r s ' 

occupation were s t u d i e d . 

T h i s review w i l l c o n c e n t r a t e on s t u d i e s of c h i l d r e n and 

a d o l e s c e n t s . Some workers have s t u d i e d a d u l t s who have experienced 

FA i n childhood. For example A l t u s (1958) and L e i c h t y (1960) were 

i n t e r e s t e d i n p e r s o n a l i t y f a c t o r s w h i l s t B i e r i (1960), Landy, 

Rosenberg and Sutton-Smith (1969) and Louden (1973 - reported i n 

B i l l e r , 1974) i n v e s t i g a t e d c o g n i t i v e a b i l i t i e s . A l s o there e x i s t 
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s t u d i e s t h a t have attempted to r e l a t e psychopathology i n adulthood 

with p a r e n t a l absence, i n c l u d i n g FA, i n c h i ldhood (Abrahfims & Whitlock, 

1969; B r i l l 6 L i s t e n , 1966; Brown, 1961, C o b l i n e r , 1963; Da S i l v a , 

1963; Gay & Tonge, 1967; Gregory, 1958; Martindale, 1972; Munro & 

G r i f f i t h s , 1969). 

S t u d i e s which attempt to r e l a t e one v a r i a b l e i n p a s t experience 

and r e l a t e i t to a p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n a r e open to s e r i o u s c r i t i c i s m . 

R esearchers s e l e c t t h a t one v a r i a b l e out of the a d u l t ' s p a s t 

experience and assume t h a t s i m i l a r i t i e s between him and other a d u l t s 

are due to the f a c t t h a t they have t h a t v a r i a b l e i n common. 

S i m i l a r i t i e s e x i s t i n g between a d u l t s may be the r e s u l t of a v a r i e t y 

of p a s t e x p e r i e n c e s and not simply the one s e l e c t e d by the r e s e a r c h e r . 

Given t h i s c r i t i c i s m i t was decided to study c h i l d r e n without 

a f a t h e r a t an age when, f o r most he would be p r e s e n t . Therefore only 

b r i e f r e f e r e n c e w i l l be made to a d u l t s t u d i e s i n t h i s review. 

For the purposes of review, r e s e a r c h i n t o FA w i l l be d i v i d e d i n t o 

three s e c t i o n s : 

1. Research i n v e s t i g a t i n g s e x - r o l e development 

2. Research i n t o c o g n i t i v e f u n c t i o n i n g 

3. Research i n t o p e r s o n a l adjustment 

1. Research i n v e s t i g a t i n g s e x - r o l e development 

I f the l i t e r a t u r e concerned w i t h f a t h e r absence i s examined, one 

d i f f e r e n c e between i t and t h a t concerned w i t h maternal absence 

becomes apparent. There a r e numerous s t u d i e s i n v e s t i g a t i n g the e f f e c t s 

of f a t h e r absence on s o c i a l i s a t i o n r e l a t e d t o the development of 
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s e x - r o l e . That i s how the c h i l d l e a r n s what to do and f e e l a p p r o p r i a t e 

to h i s or her gender. I n c o n t r a s t , l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n has been p a i d to 

s e x - r o l e development by those concerned w i t h maternal absence. Why 

should t h i s be so? 

Two r e l a t e d e x p l a n a t i o n s may be put forward. F i r s t l y , examining 

the emphasis of FA r e s e a r c h we f i n d t h a t , w h i l s t some s t u d i e s of 

female s e x - r o l e development do e x i s t , i n the m a j o r i t y of c a s e s the 

q u e s t i o n being asked i s whether FA has any d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t on male 

s e x - r o l e development. Reasons f o r t h i s emphasis may be found i f 

s o c i a l a t t i t u d e s to male and female s e x - r o l e a r e examined. 

I n c h i l d h o o d , f o r a boy t o be c a l l e d a s i s s y or to be accused of 

g i r l i s h behaviour i s seen as much more negative than for a g i r l to be 

c a l l e d a tomboy ( H a r t l e y , 1959; Walstedt, 1974). I f a young woman 

chooses t o f o l l o w a c a r e e r i n s t e a d of marrying, or i n a d d i t i o n to 

marrying and r a i s i n g a f a m i l y , t h i s i s i n c r e a s i n g l y accepted. However, 

i f a man chooses to s t a y a t home and c a r e f o r c h i l d r e n r a t h e r than 

work o u t s i d e , then such acceptance i s not forthcoming. Male 

homosexuality i s f a r l e s s t o l e r a t e d than female, a s can be seen from 

the e x i s t e n c e o f l e g a l s f m c t i o n s a g a i n s t the former, s t i l l o p e r a t i n g 

i n many p l a c e s (eg. A u s t r a l i a ) and the l a c k of such s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t 

the l a t t e r (Plummer, 1975). Thus, a s s o c i e t y views problems i n male 

s e x - r o l e development a s more important than female, the emphasis of 

the r e s e a r c h may r e f l e c t t h i s view. 

Given the g r e a t e r concern w i t h male s e x - r o l e development, 

a r e l a t e d reason f o r the i n t e r e s t shown i n FA and s e x - r o l e development 

might be t h a t i n many of the t h e o r i e s t h a t c o n s i d e r male s e x - r o l e 
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development the f a t h e r i s c o n s i d e r e d to p l a y a c r u c i a l r o l e . Three 

examples of such t h e o r i e s w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d here. 

In F r e u d i a n theory (Freud, 1924) the boy, during what Freud r e f e r s 

to as the g e n i t a l phase, i s seen to have p o s i t i v e s e x u a l f e e l i n g s f o r 

h i s mother and to f e e l j e a l o u s y towards the f a t h e r . However, a s the 

f a t h e r i s a l s o f e a r e d by h i s son, t h i s l e a d s to the development of 

high a n x i e t y . The boy reduces t h i s a n x i e t y and v i c a r i o u s l y g a i n s the 

a f f e c t i o n a l g r a t i f i c a t i o n experienced by the f a t h e r , through 

' i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ' . I d e n t i f i c a t i o n here r e f e r s to the i n t e r n a l i s a t i o n 

of the behaviour and q u a l i t i e s of the f a t h e r , so t h a t they become the 

c h i l d ' s behaviour and q u a l i t i e s . The g i r l i d e n t i f i e s w i t h the mother 

as a means of r e s o l v i n g the r i v a l r y w i t h her f o r the f a t h e r (Freud, 

1950). Freud spends l i t t l e time c o n s i d e r i n g the female however, h i s 

theory c o n c e n t r a t i n g on the male. 

Freud saw i d e n t i f i c a t i o n as preceding s e x - r o l e development. 

Fa t h e r absence, a c c o r d i n g to the theory, would i n t e r f e r e with 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and consequently s e x - r o l e development i n the male. I t 

could be assumed t h a t maternal absence would a l s o r e s u l t i n problems 

because the boy would l o s e the d r i v i n g f o r c e towards i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , 

the wish to p o s s e s s the mother, but t h i s i s not c o n s i d e r e d by 

r e s e a r c h e r s . 

In support of the theory, i t i s the case t h a t boys and g i r l s begin 

to i m i t a t e same sex a d u l t s a t about the age t h a t Freud p r e d i c t s 

(Kohlberg, 1966; M i s c h e l , 1966). However, e m p i r i c a l evidence f o r the 

e x i s t e n c e of the i n t e r n a l mechanisms i s d i f f i c u l t to o b t a i n . These 

i n t e r n a l mechanisms have no adequate o p e r a t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n . A l s o , the 
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only way t h a t the theory may be t e s t e d , a c c o r d i n g to i t s supporters, 

i s by p s y c h o a n a l y s i s a procedure whose o b j e c t i v i t y i s q u e s t i o n a b l e . 

Learning t h e o r i e s of s e x - r o l e development (eg, Mowrer, 1950; 

R.R. Sears, 1957), l i k e F r e u d i a n theory a s s e r t t h a t the presence of 

the f a t h e r i s important f o r s e x - r o l e development i n boys. I t i s 

suggested t h a t both boys and g i r l s i d e n t i f y i n i t i a l l y w i t h the mother, 

who i n i n f a n c y and e a r l y childhood, i s the main source of reward. For 

g i r l s a l l t h a t i s r e q u i r e d i s t h a t they m a i n t a i n t h e i r i n i t i a l 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the mother. Boys must however s h i f t from t h i s 

i n i t i a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , a s h i f t t h a t o c c u r s as the boy begins to 

p e r c e i v e t h a t the f a t h e r i s a more powerful source of reward than the 

mother. Why t h i s should not be p e r c e i v e d by g i r l s a l s o i s not 

adequately e x p l a i n e d . However, i n both boys and g i r l s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

i s c o n s i d e r e d to be an a c q u i r e d d r i v e , developing because the same sex 

parent i s p e r c e i v e d as an important source of reward. Therefore, FA 

would, according t o the theory, i n t e r f e r e w i t h the s e x - r o l e development 

of boys but not g i r l s . 

Again the e x i s t e n c e of an i n t e r n a l mechanism, t h i s time termed 

a d r i v e , i s s a i d to be i n v o l v e d . However, as w i t h Freudian theory, the 

e x i s t e n c e of such a mechanism i s hard to prove. I t can only be 

i n f e r r e d from the o b s e r v a t i o n of what the c h i l d does. One way of 

p r o v i d i n g support f o r the theory would be to demonstrate that absence 

of the f a t h e r r e s u l t s i n problems i n s e x - r o l e development for the male. 

However, the review of r e s e a r c h t h a t f o l l o w s p r o v i d e s l i t t l e evidence 

f o r t h i s . 
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A t h i r d type of theory, S o c i a l Learning Theory (Mischel, 1966) 

d i f f e r s from the f i r s t two. T h i s theory a s s e r t s t h a t i t i s not 

necessary t o c o n s i d e r i n t e r n a l mechanisms i n order to e x p l a i n s e x - r o l e 

development. What o t h e r s term i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , r e f e r r i n g to an i n t e r n a l 

mechanism, i n t h i s theory i s simply seen as i m i t a t i o n . That i s , a d u l t s ' 

behaviours and a t t i t u d e s a r e copied by the c h i l d . I m i t a t i v e behaviour 

of the same-sex pa r e n t i s s y s t e m a t i c a l l y rewarded. C e r t a i n f a c t o r s , 

such as the p e r c e i v e d power of the a d u l t and h i s or her warmth make 

i m i t a t i o n more l i k e l y . FA ac c o r d i n g to t h i s theory would cause problems 

i n the s e x - r o l e development of both boys and g i r l s because f o r boys an 

important model i s absent and f o r both sexes an important source of 

reward f o r s e x - a p p r o p r i a t e behaviour i s m i s s i n g . 

There a r e c r i t i c i s m s of t h i s theory. F i r s t l y , i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t 

i f i m i t a t i o n and reinforcement were the only mechanisms in v o l v e d i n the 

a c q u i s i t i o n o f s e x - a p p r o p r i a t e behaviour, t h a t they would be s u f f i c i e n t l y 

c o n s i s t e n t f o r adequate l e a r n i n g to take p l a c e (Bee, 1975; Kohlberg, 1966) 

Also, s o c i a l l e a r n i n g theory does not take i n t o account the c o g n i t i v e 

awareness of the c h i l d of h i s or her gender. Once a c h i l d has a permanent 

concept of him or h e r s e l f as male or female i t would take extremely 

powerful and c o n s i s t e n t r e i n f o r c e m e n t to make t h a t c h i l d behave i n a way 

i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h a t concept. F i n a l l y , as Danziger (1971) has s t a t e d 

the assumption behind the theory i s of a one way system, but he a s s e r t s 

t h a t the adoption of s e x - a p p r o p r i a t e behaviour i s a s much the cause of 

s o c i a l r e i n f o r c e m e n t a s the s o c i a l r e i n f o r c e m e n t i s the cause of the 

se x - a p p r o p r i a t e behaviour. 
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The above a r e examples of t h e o r i e s of s e x - r o l e development t h a t 

c o n s i d e r t h a t the f a t h e r has an important r o l e to p l a y , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i n the case of boys. Therefore, i n v e s t i g a t i o n of FA, i f i t i n d i c a t e d 

the presence of problems i n s e x - r o l e development, would p r o v i d e some 

e m p i r i c a l support. However, the review of r e s e a r c h t h a t f o l l o w s w i l l 

demonstrate t h a t t h e r e i s no c o n c l u s i v e evidence to support the 

e x i s t e n c e of such problems. 

Not a l l t h e o r i e s a t t a c h such importance to the f a t h e r . C o g n i t i v e 

t h e o r i e s of s e x - r o l e development attempt to l i n k t h i s development with 

c o g n i t i o n . Kohlberg (1966) suggests t h a t , as wi t h other concepts, the 

c h i l d f i r s t l e a r n s h i s or her own sex l a b e l and then begins to l e a r n 

i t s c o r r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n . The development of t h i s concept f o l l o w s the 

same p a t t e r n a s t h a t of other c o n c e p t s . 

By the age of 5 or 6 y e a r s (the P i a g e t i a n c o n c r e t e o p e r a t i o n s s t a g e ) 

the c h i l d l e a r n s the permanence of the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of sex. Only 

a f t e r t h i s does he or she p l a c e v a l u e on s e x - a p p r o p r i a t e o b j e c t s and 

a c t i v i t i e s and i m i t a t e s the behaviour of same sex models p r e f e r e n t i a l l y . 

In Kohlberg's t h e o r y , attachment to the same sex parent develops w i t h 

t h i s i m i t a t i o n . That i s , i d e n t i f i c a t i o n with the same sex parent o c c u r s 

i n the r e v e r s e o r d e r t o t h a t put forward i n the other t h e o r i e s d e s c r i b e d . 

Kohlberg s a y s t h a t the c h i l d must develop a s t a b l e , permanent sex-

i d e n t i t y b e f o r e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the same-sex parent can occur. Other 

t h e o r i e s suggest t h a t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h and/or i m i t a t i o n of the same 

sex parent must o c c u r f i r s t i f adequate s e x - r o l e development i s to take 

p l a c e . T h e r e f o r e t o Kohlberg, s e x - r o l e development i s p r i m a r i l y 

a c o g n i t i v e p r o c e s s r a t h e r than one a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i m i t a t i o n or 
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i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h one person. I f t h i s theory i s accepted i t c o u l d 

provide an e x p l a n a t i o n f o r the f i n d i n g t h a t the s e x - r o l e development 

of many f a t h e r absent c h i l d r e n appears t o pr o g r e s s without d i f f i c u l t y . 

W h i l s t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the f a t h e r might be a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d , 

the formation of the a p p r o p r i a t e s e x - r o l e concept would not n e c e s s a r i l y 

be i n f l u e n c e d . 

In s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t the r e l a t i o n s h i p between FA and s e x - r o l e 

development has been c o n s i d e r e d of g r e a t importance by many r e s e a r c h e r s 

i t was decided to omit t h i s area from the p r e s e n t study. The r e a s o n s 

f o r t h i s o mission, w i l l i t i s hoped, become c l e a r i n the review t h a t 

f o l l o w s . 

I t i s the i n t e n t i o n i n the review of the l i t e r a t u r e to demonstrate 

three t h i n g s . F i r s t l y t h a t there i s con f u s i o n about what i s being 

measured.in s t u d i e s of s e x - r o l e development. Secondly that t h e r e i s 

l i t t l e agreement about r e s u l t s and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of r e s u l t s i s open 

to q u e s t i o n . T h i r d l y , t h a t a s i t has been s t u d i e d , i n i t s r e l a t i o n 

to FA, the concept of s e x - r o l e development i s of l i m i t e d r e l e v a n c e as 

a p r e d i c t o r of outcomes f o r the c h i l d o r a d u l t , or a s a p r e d i c t o r o f 

the i n c i d e n c e or type o f problems t h a t might develop. 

I n e a r l y r e s e a r c h s e x - r o l e development tended t o be seen a s 

a unidimensional concept. S e v e r a l w r i t e r s had, however, attempted to 

def i n e d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s of s e x - r o l e (Brown, 1956; Kagan, 1964; Lynn, 

1959). Lynn sep a r a t e d t h r e e d i f f e r e n t , but r e l a t e d components of 

s e x - r o l e . Two of th e s e r e f e r r e d t o i n t e r n a l s t a t e s and one to o v e r t 

behaviour. S e x - r o l e p r e f e r e n c e was the name Lynn gave to the 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s d e s i r e to adopt the behaviour a s s o c i a t e d with one sex or 
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another. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n r e f e r r e d to the i n c o r p o r a t i o n of the r o l e 

of a g i v e n sex and to the a c q u i s i t i o n of the unconscious responses 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of such a r o l e . Adoption r e f e r r e d to the o v e r t 

behaviour. 

B i l l e r and Borstelmann (1967) modified Lynn's d e f i n i t i o n 

s u b s t i t u t i n g s e x - r o l e o r i e n t a t i o n f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . O r i e n t a t i o n 

remained an i n t e r n a l concept but to B i l l e r and Borstelmann r e f e r r e d 

to s e l f - i m a g e . These t h r e e a s p e c t s of s e x - r o l e were not seen to 

develop s i m u l t a n e o u s l y , B i l l e r and Borstelmann c o n s i d e r e d that 

o r i e n t a t i o n developed f i r s t d u r i n g the c h i l d ' s second year, followed 

by p r e f e r e n c e and f i n a l l y adoption. One major problem w i t h t h i s 

theory i s t h a t i t i s c o n t r a d i c t e d by evidence from c h i l d development 

s t u d i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y P i a g e t i a n s t u d i e s . According to Piaget, the 

c h i l d does not develop any permanent s t a b l e concepts u n t i l the c o n c r e t e 

o p e r a t i o n s s t a g e a t about 5 to 6 y e a r s of age. The c h i l d e x h i b i t s sex-

r e l a t e d behaviours b e f o r e t h i s i n terms of the t o y s i t chooses to p l a y 

w i t h , the i m i t a t i o n of same sex a d u l t s and so on, but according to 

t h i s theory could not have any s t a b l e s e l f - i m a g e s a t 2 y e a r s o l d . As 

B i l l e r and Borstelmann see the s e l f - i m a g e a s a p r e r e q u i s i t e of the 

development of p r e f e r e n c e and adoption s e r i o u s d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s e . T h i s 

approach a l s o c o n f l i c t s w i t h t h a t of the s o c i a l l e a r n i n g t h e o r i e s i n 

which no n e c e s s i t y i s seen f o r the e x i s t e n c e o f i n t e r n a l mechanisms t o 

e x p l a i n s e x - r o l e development. They see s e x - r o l e development simply i n 

terms of adoption brought about by i m i t a t i o n . 

Thus, a problem of d e f i n i t i o n e x i s t s . I t i s an o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n 

to see s e x - r o l e development a s uinidimensional and i n any case t h e r e i s 
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no agreement about whether the one dimension r e f e r s to an i n t e r n a l 

or e x t e r n a l mechanism, Mso attempts by those s t u d y i n g f a t h e r absence 

to i d e n t i f y d i f f e r e n t dimensions w i l l be shown to be u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

Research w i l l be examined according to the measuring technique 

used. C r i t i c i s m s r e l a t e d to these techniques w i l l be presented a t 

the end of each s e c t i o n . Other, more g e n e r a l c r i t i c i s m s w i l l be 

considered a f t e r r e s e a r c h i n a l l s e c t i o n s has been reported. Many of 

the s t u d i e s a r e of males, although some s t u d i e s of females do e x i s t . 

a) Research employing p r o j e c t i v e techniques 

I t has been shown t h a t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the same sex i s seen 

by many t h e o r i s t s as a n e c e s s a r y p r e r e q u i s i t e of adequate s e x - r o l e 

development (eg, Freud, 1924; R.R, S e a r s , 1957). Others, w h i l s t not 

r e f e r r i n g t o i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s t i l l see the n e c e s s i t y f o r the e x i s t e n c e 

of some s o r t o f i n t e r n a l mechanism ( B i l l e r & Borstelmann, 1967). 

Attempts have been made t o measure such i n t e r n a l mechanisms by means 

of p r o j e c t i v e t e s t s . Examples of these are D o l l P l a y techniques, the 

IT S c a l e f o r C h i l d r e n (although t h i s was intended by i t s d e s i g n e r to 

measure o v e r t masculine and feminine behaviour - Brown, 1957), the 

Blacky T e s t and the Thematic Apperception T e s t . 

C o n s i d e r i n g f i r s t those s t u d i e s t h a t have r e p o r t e d d i f f e r e n c e s 

between FA and F a t h e r P r e s e n t (Fp) c h i l d r e n u s i n g p r o j e c t i v e measures 

i t i s found t h a t some d i f f e r e n c e s have been r e p o r t e d f o r boys but not 

for g i r l s . 

i ) D o l l p l a y . A s t r u c t u r e d d o l l p l a y technique was a measure 

used i n some e a r l y s t u d i e s (Bach, 1946; Lynn & Sawrey, 1959; 

P.S. S e a r s , 1951; R.R. Sears e t a l , 1946; S t o l z , 1954; T i l l e r , 1958). 
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The s t o r i e s produced i n these p l a y s i t u a t i o n s were con s i d e r e d to 

p o r t r a y c h i l d r e n ' s f a n t a s i e s , and t h e s e f a n t a s i e s were c l a s s i f i e d 

a ccording to the i n t e r e s t of the r e s e a r c h e r . Bach (1946) s t u d i e d 

40 c h i l d r e n aged between 6 and 10 y e a r s o f age, h a l f were males and 

h a l f females and a l l were c l a s s i f i e d by Bach a s being lower middle 

c l a s s . Twenty childbren had experienced FA of between one and t h r e e 

y e a r s because o f the f a t h e r ' s m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e and these f a t h e r s 

were s t i l l a b s e n t a t the time of the study. Each r e p o r t e d t h a t the 

f a n t a s i e s o f the FA boys i n d i c a t e d the f a t h e r to be l e s s a g g r e s s i v e 

both towards the c h i l d r e n and the mother. He concluded t h a t the FA 

boys had an i d e a l i s e d , f eminised f a n t a s y of the f a t h e r . No 

d i f f e r e n c e s were found between FA and FP g i r l s . 

R.R. S e a r s e t a l (1946) and P.S. S e a r s (1951) conducted s i m i l a r 

s t u d i e s on 3 to 5 y e a r o l d c h i l d r e n a g a i n c l a s s i f i e d as lower middle 

c l a s s . R.R. S e a r s e t a l i n v e s t i g a t e d 66 FA c h i l d r e n d i v i d e d eqiaally 

i n t o t h r e e age groups, 3 y e a r s , 4 y e a r s and 5 y e a r s . These c h i l d r e n 

were compared w i t h 60 c h i l d r e n who had not e x p e r i e n c e d FA, a l s o 

e q u a l l y d i v i d e d between the age groups. Again FA was due to 

m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . FA boys e x h i b i t e d lower amounts of a g g r e s s i o n i n 

t h e i r d o l l p l a y . T h i s lower l e v e l of a g g r e s s i o n i s taken to 

demonstrate problems i n s e x - r o l e development. No d i f f e r e n c e s were 

found between FA and FP g i r l s . P.S. S e a r s (1951) i n a s i m i l a r study 

a g a i n found t h a t boys who had e x p e r i e n c e d FA showed lower a g g r e s s i v e 

f a n t a s y i n t h e i r d o l l p l a y than d i d FP boys. As i n the o t h e r s t u d i e s 

no d i f f e r e n c e s were found between FA and FP g i r l s . 
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C o n t r a d i c t o r y f i n d i n g s were reported by S t o l z (1954). She 

s t u d i e d 19 f a m i l i e s i n which the f a t h e r had been absent a t the b i r t h 

and during the e a r l y childhood of the f i r s t born because of m i l i t a r y 

s e r v i c e . These c h i l d r e n were compared to f i r s t born c h i l d r e n from 

matched c o n t r o l f a m i l i e s from which the f a t h e r had not been absent. 

A l l c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d by S t o l z as middle c l a s s . I n the 

experimental group 12 o f the f i r s t born c h i l d r e n were males and 

seven females. 

As p a r t o f her assessment S t o l z employed a d o l l p l a y technique 

and found l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e between the c o n t r o l and experimental 

group males. She d i d r e p o r t , however, t h a t the d o l l p l a y of the 

males i n the FA group was s l i g h t l y more a g g r e s s i v e than i n the FP group 

Thus i n four d i f f e r e n t s t u d i e s of predominantly middle c l a s s 

c h i l d r e n t h r e e r e p o r t e d a lower i n c i d e n c e of a g g r e s s i v e f a n t a s y i n 

FA boys and one r e p o r t e d a s l i g h t l y h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e of a g g r e s s i o n 

i n t h i s group. 

T i l l e r (1958) and Lynn and Sawrey (1959) both studying the 

same c h i l d r e n a l s o used a d o l l p l a y technique as p a r t of t h e i r ' 

assessment of the e f f e c t s of FA. However they d i d not measure 

a g g r e s s i v e f a n t a s y . F o r t y m o t h e r - c h i l d p a i r s from the f a m i l i e s 

of Norwegian s a i l o r s were i n v e s t i g a t e d (FA group) and compared to 

a c o n t r o l group of 40 c h i l d r e n . The f a t h e r s i n the c o n t r o l group 

were not taken away from home by t h e i r o c c u p a t i o n . I n the FA group 

the c h i l d r e n were a l l c h i l d r e n of Naval o f f i c e r s and i n the c o n t r o l 

group f a t h e r s had o c c u p a t i o n s o f s i m i l a r s t a t u s . The ages o f the 

c h i l d r e n i n both groups ranged from 8 y e a r s to 9*5years. T i l l e r d i d not 
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a n a l y s e h i s r e s u l t s s e p a r a t e l y by sex, but l i k e Bach (1946) he found 

t h a t c h i l d r e n i n the FA group d i s p l a y e d an i d e a l i s e d , feminised 

p i c t u r e of the f a t h e r . The a n a l y s i s of Lynn and Sawrey did examine 

sex d i f f e r e n c e s and they found t h a t FA boys more o f t e n picked the 

f a t h e r d o l l than the mother d o l l when given a c h o i c e . They conclude 

t h a t t h i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t FA boys were i n s e c u r e i n t h e i r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

with the f a t h e r . Another d i f f e r e n c e between FA and F a t h e r P r e s e n t (FP) 

boys was t h a t the FA boys were more l i k e l y t o s e l e c t a c r i b than a bed 

i n the d o l l p l a y . T h i s Lynn and Sawrey take to i n d i c a t e the lower 

l e v e l o f m a t u r i t y of FA boys. One study by Santrock (1970) used 

a d o l l p l a y technique as p a r t of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of FA and FP boys 

and g i r l s c l a s s i f i e d as lower working c l a s s aged from 4 years 5 months 

months to 5 ye a r s 11 months. T h i r t y boys and 30 g i r l s were s t u d i e d , 

15 of each sex having a f a t h e r p r e s e n t i n the home and 15 e x p e r i e n c i n g 

FA of a t l e a s t two y e a r s . The d o l l p l a y technique was used to 

i n v e s t i g a t e m a s c u l i n i t y / f e m i n i t y and dependency, Santrock found t h a t 

FA boys obtained s i g n i f i c a n t l y more feminine and more dependent s c o r e s 

a l s o lower a g g r e s s i o n s c o r e s than d i d FP boys. No d i f f e r e n c e s were 

found between FA and FP g i r l s . 

i i ) Other p r o j e c t i v e t e c h n i q u e s . As w e l l as the d o l l P l a y 

technique o t h e r measures have been used i n an attempt to i n v e s t i g a t e 

i n t e r n a l mechanisms i n v o l v e d i n s e x - r o l e development. B i l l e r and 

h i s a s s o c i a t e s have adopted the t h e o r e t i c a l f o r m u l a t i o n of B i l l e r and 

Borstelmann (1967) and have used p r o j e c t i v e t e c h n i q u e s i n an attempt 

to measure s e x - r o l e o r i e n t a t i o n , the c h i l d ' s i n t e r n a l s e l f - i m a g e . 

I n a book p u b l i s h e d i n 1974 B i l l e r concludes t h a t , f o r boys of the 
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three a s p e c t s of s e x - r o l e he and Borstelmann de f i n e d , adoption, 

p r e f e r e n c e and o r i e n t a t i o n , i t i s s e x - r o l e o r i e n t a t i o n t h a t i s most 

a f f e c t e d by FA, e s p e c i a l l y i f t h a t absence occurred before the boy 

was 4 y e a r s of age. However, the evidence to support t h i s a s s e r t i o n 

i s not s u b s t a n t i a l , even i f the e x i s t e n c e of an i n t e r n a l mechanism, 

s e x - r o l e o r i e n t a t i o n i s accepted. 

B i l l e r , and those working w i t h him have most commonly used the I T 

S c a l e f o r c h i l d r e n , the ITSC,(Brown, 1957) t o measure o r i e n t a t i o n . 

There i s some doubt, however, about the v a l i d i t y of t h i s s c a l e . The 

ITSC c o n s i s t s of four s u b - t e s t s , toy p r e f e r e n c e , r o l e p r e f e r e n c e , 

c h i l d f i g u r e c h o i c e and p a r e n t a l r o l e c h o i c e . I n the e a r l y form of 

the t e s t the c h i l d was given a c a r d on which was drawn a s t i c k f i g u r e 

of supposedly ambiguous sex and was asked to respond to t e s t items as 

would the f i g u r e on the c a r d . M a s c u l i n i t y / f e m i n i n i t y was c o n s i d e r e d 

to be a u n i d i m e n s i o n a l concept. A h igh s c o r e on the s c a l e was taken 

to i n d i c a t e m a s c u l i n i t y and a low s c o r e f e m i n i n i t y . However, e a r l y 

v a l i d a t i o n s t u d i e s (eg. Brown, 1958) e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t , e s p e c i a l l y 

with young c h i l d r e n , w h i l s t boys d i d o b t a i n a higher s c o r e than g i r l s , 

g i r l s * s c o r e s were s t i l l c l o s e r to the m asculine end of the s c a l e . 

Research demonstrated t h a t the major f a c t o r i n the production of 

these s c o r e s was t h a t the f i g u r e p r e s e n t e d to the c h i l d r e n was seen 

by them as male (Hartup & Zook, 1960; L e f k o w i t z , 1962). Attempts 

were made to overcome t h i s d i f f i c u l t y by p r e s e n t i n g a ' n e u t r a l * face 

r a t h e r than the whole f i g u r e ( B i l l e r , 1968a), but the problems of 

making a f a c e n e u t r a l must be as g r e a t as f o r the f i g u r e a s a whole. 
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Aside from the methodological problem, i t i s a l s o p o s s i b l e t o 

q u e s t i o n the a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s of the t e s t as a measure of o r i e n t a t i o n . 

Brown (1957) d e v i s e d the S c a l e as a measure of s e x - r o l e p r e f e r e n c e . 

B i l l e r however, seems to i n f e r f i r s t l y t h a t i t i s a p r o j e c t i v e t e s t 

and t h a t i t i s designed to measure o r i e n t a t i o n . I n 1974 he s t a t e s 

'such a procedure can be assumed to a s s e s s s e x - r o l e o r i e n t a t i o n * . He 

does not g i v e the grounds f o r t h i s assumption. 

Turning to the r e s u l t s of r e s e a r c h on o r i e n t a t i o n , B i l l e r r e p o r t s 

d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP boys i n t h e i r ITSC s c o r e s . B i l l e r 

{1968a) used the ITSC and the Draw a Person T e s t to i n v e s t i g a t e the 

s e x - r o l e o r i e n t a t i o n of 186 kindergarten-age boys. The boys were 

c l a s s i f i e d by him a s predominantly middle c l a s s . Twenty boys were 

absent from t h e i r f a t h e r s . He r e p o r t s r e s u l t s i n d i c a t i n g t h a t FA boys 

obtained lower masculine s c o r e s on these measures, from which he 

concludes t h a t they have lower masculine o r i e n t a t i o n . Another study 

by B i l l e r (1968b) examined a group of 6 y e a r o l d boys c l a s s i f i e d as 

being from lower socio-economic s t a t u s (SES) f a m i l i e s , again u s i n g the 

ITSC. His s u b j e c t s c o n s i s t e d of 15 negro boys and 14 white. S i x negro 

boys and f i v e white boys had been absent from t h e i r f a t h e r s f o r a t 

l e a s t two y e a r s . R e s u l t s showed t h a t the FA boys obtained lower 

m a s c u l i n i t y s c o r e s on the ITSC which a s before B i l l e r t a k e s to 

i n d i c a t e a lower masculine o r i e n t a t i o n . T h i s r e s u l t i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t 

obtained i n a study by Hetherington (1966) i n which she i n v e s t i g a t e d 

32 negro and 32 white boys aged between 9 and 12 y e a r s , a l l 

c l a s s i f i e d a s lower SES, H a l f of the boys were FA and of these 50% had 

been away from t h e i r f a t h e r s s i n c e the age of 4. A l l boys were g i v e n 

32 



the ITSC and Hetherington found t h a t e a r l y FA boys obtained lower 

masculine s c o r e s than d i d e i t h e r FP or l a t e FA boys, Hetherington 

concluded t h a t t h i s lower s c o r e i n d i c a t e d inadequate masculine 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . I n a paper p u b l i s h e d i n 1969 B i l l e r r e p o r t s s i m i l a r 

r e s u l t s . I n t h i s study s u b j e c t s were 34 5 y e a r o l d white boys. 

Seventeen had been absent from t h e i r f a t h e r s f o r a t l e a s t one y e a r . 

S u b j e c t s were matched f o r SES l e v e l i n terms o f a f i v e l e v e l s c a l e o f 

p a r e n t a l occupation and were a l s o matched f o r IQ and s i b l i n g d i s t r i b u t i o n 

Again the ITSC was used a s a measure of s e x - r o l e o r i e n t a t i o n and a g a i n 

B i l l e r r e p o r t s t h a t the FA group obtained s i g n i f i c a n t l y lower s c o r e s . 

Two s t u d i e s of o l d e r c h i l d r e n a r r i v e d a t s i m i l a r c o n c l u s i o n s . 

B i l l e r and Bahm (1971) s t u d i e d 20 FA and 20 FP j u n i o r high school boys 

matched f o r age, grade l e v e l , IQ and SES and a l s o s i b l i n g d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

F o r these o l d e r boys they used a d i f f e r e n t measure of o r i e n t a t i o n , an 

a d j e c t i v e check l i s t . No evidence i s presented f o r the v a l i d i t y of 

such a measure a s a measure o f s e l f concept r a t h e r than p r e f e r e n c e , 

B i l l e r s t a t e s t h a t ' t h i s r e s u l t e d i n what co u l d be termed a masculine 

percentage score which was assumed to r e f l e c t m a s c u l i n i t y of s e l f 

concept'. He does r e p o r t t h a t i n a p i l o t study males obtained 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t s c o r e s from females. R e s u l t s of t h i s study 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t FA boys obtained s i g n i f i c a n t l y lower m a s c u l i n i t y s c o r e s 

on the check l i s t . Burton (1972) s t u d i e d C a r r i b e a n boys aged between 8 

y e a r s and 15 y e a r s . He measured t h e i r responses on the Draw a Person 

T e s t and found t h a t boys who had experienced FA during the f i r s t two 

y e a r s of l i f e draw a male f i g u r e l e s s o f t e n . The c o n c l u s i o n drawn by 

Burton was t h a t t h i s i n d i c a t e d a lower masculine o r i e n t a t i o n . However, 
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an e q u a l l y p l a u s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n might be t h a t the c h i l d r e n drew the 

people they were c l o s e s t t o . I n the c a s e of FA boys t h i s was more 

l i k e l y to be the mother. 

Some s t u d i e s i n v e s t i g a t i n g FA and FP c h i l d r e n have found no 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e i r responses on p r o j e c t i v e measures. I n s t u d i e s 

a l r e a d y r e p o r t e d l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e was found between FA and FP g i r l s 

(Bach 1946; Lynn & Sawrey, 1959; P.S, S e a r s , 1951; R.R. Sears e t a l , 

1946; Santrock, 1970; S t o l z , 1954). Hetherington (1972) s t u d i e d 

lower SES and lower middle c l a s s f i r s t born a d o l e s c e n t white g i r l s 

aged between 13 and 17 y e a r s . Three groups of 24 g i r l s were 

i n v e s t i g a t e d , one group i n which the f a t h e r was p r e s e n t , another i n 

which f a t h e r s were absent due to d i v o r c e and a t h i r d i n which absence 

was due to death. Amongst o t h e r measures Hetherington used 

a p r o j e c t i v e technique, the Draw a Person T e s t . She found no 

d i f f e r e n c e s between the three groups on t h i s measure. 

S t u d i e s a l s o e x i s t t h a t demonstrate no d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and 

FP boys i n t h e i r responses to p r o j e c t i v e measures. G r e e n s t e i n (1966) 

i n v e s t i g a t e d 75 d e l i n q u e n t boys aged between 13 and 18 y e a r s ; 25 boys 

had experienced a t l e a s t t h r e e y e a r s FA before the age of 12 and 50 boys 

had experienced l e s s than one y e a r of FA, He found no d i f f e r e n c e s 

between the two groups i n t h e i r performance on the Rorschach and 

F i g u r e P r e f e r e n c e T e s t s , nor i n t h e i r TAT p r o t o c o l . Donini (1967) 

compared 60 lower SES negro boys aged between 13 and 19. A l l boys had 

IQ s c o r e s of between 70 and 90. T h i r t y boys had spent a l l t h e i r 

a d o l e s c e n t y e a r s (13+) and a t l e a s t t h r e e y e a r s before age 12 absent 

from t h e i r f a t h e r s . The remaining 30 had experienced l e s s than a y e a r ' s 
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absence. There was no d i f f e r e n c e between the two groups i n t h e i r 

performance on the Draw a Person T e s t . Harrington (1970) s t u d i e d 

118 boys c l a s s i f i e d as predominantly working c l a s s who had been 

r e f e r r e d t o a p s y c h i a t r i c c l i n i c . He found no d i f f e r e n c e s between the 

boys i n t h e i r responses to the Franck Drawing Completion t e s t t h a t 

could be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h FA. I n t h i s study Harrington used type of 

problem a s the independent v a r i a b l e and absence as a dependent 

v a r i a b l e . 

A f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n by Cohen (1971) found no d i f f e r e n c e s 

between FA and FP boys. Cohen s t u d i e d 40 p r e - a d o l e s c e n t white males, 

20 c l a s s i f i e d as Working C l a s s and 20 c l a s s i f i e d a s Middle C l a s s . Ten 

males i n each group were FA and 10 FP. Each s u b j e c t was given 

a p r o j e c t i v e t e s t , the TAT and no d i f f e r e n c e s were found between the 

groups i n t h e i r r e s p o n s e s . 

Thus a number of s t u d i e s u s i n g p r o j e c t i v e measures have been 

c a r r i e d out and a v a r i e t y o f r e s u l t s obtained. R e s u l t s of these 

types of measures c o n s i s t o f an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of a s u b j e c t ^ response, 

u s u a l l y c a l l e d a p r o t o c o l . That i s , the s u b j e c t does or says 

something and the s c o r e r draws i n f e r e n c e s from t h i s . Whether the 

i n f e r e n c e s made a r e a c c u r a t e i s open t o q u e s t i o n as the s u b j e c t i v i t y 

of the s c o r e r and h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s a r e so h e a v i l y i n v o l v e d . For 

example, i n f e r e n c e s a r e drawn about a c h i l d ' s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n from the 

f a c t t h a t he o r she chooses a male d o l l r a t h e r than a female d o l l . 

Other s i m p l e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s a r e p o s s i b l e , perhaps one d o l l 

may appear more a t t r a c t i v e to the c h i l d because of the col o u r of i t s 

c l o t h i n g . Having made an assumption from the response or a c t i o n about 
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i t s hidden meaning, the r e s e a r c h e r then goes on to make a second stage 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . That i s t h a t f or example, problems of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

considered t o be r e v e a l e d w i l l have an i n f l u e n c e on the c h i l d ' s l i f e . 

There i s no evidence t h a t such a two stag e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s v a l i d . 

A f i n a l p o i n t about the v a l i d i t y of r e s u l t s r e f e r s to the assessment 

of a g g r e s s i o n . E a r l y s t u d i e s i n p a r t i c u l a r (eg. Bach, 1946; 

P.S. Sears, 1951; R.R, Sears e t a l , 1946) have used p r o j e c t i v e 

measures to a s s e s s a g g r e s s i o n . R e s e a r c h e r s draw c o n c l u s i o n s about 

a s t a b l e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c or t r a i t ' a g g r e s s i v e n e s s ' from behaviour 

r e f l e c t i n g a c u r r e n t s t a t e demonstrated by the c h i l d i n a p a r t i c u l a r 

s i t u a t i o n . No evidence to j u s t i f y such c o n c l u s i o n s i s provided, 

b) Research employing M a s c u l i n i t y / F e m i n i n i t y S c a l e s 

Before examining c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n f i n d i n g s , r e s e a r c h employing 

M a s c u l i n i t y / F e m i n i n i t y (M/F) S c a l e s w i l l be examined. Assessment of 

M/F i s seen by some a s a way of a s s e s s i n g the 'adequacy' of s e x - r o l e 

development. Males a r e expected to o b t a i n predominantly masculine 

s c o r e s and females feminine. S c a l e s have been d e v i s e d t h a t have 

attempted the measurement of M/F. Examples of these a r e the ITSC 

( a l s o c o n s i d e r e d by some eg. B i l l e r , as a p r o j e c t i v e measure), the 

M/F s c a l e o f the Minnesotta M u l t i p h a s i c P e r s o n a l i t y Inventory (MMPI), 

the C a l i f o r n i a P e r s o n a l i t y I n v e n t o r y (CPI) and the Gough F e m i n i n i t y 

S c a l e . Items a r e s e l e c t e d on the b a s i s o f t h e i r d i s c r i m i n a t i o n between 

males and females and they cover such a r e a s as a c t i v i t y p r e f e r e n c e s , 

o c c u p a t i o n a l p r e f e r e n c e s , a n x i e t i e s and emotional r e a c t i o n s , 

psychosomatic symptoms, l e a d e r s h i p , s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e and a g g r e s s i o n . 
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A number of s t u d i e s e x i s t t h a t compare the responses of FA and 

FP c h i l d r e n to t h i s type of s c a l e . As w i t h the assessments employing 

p r o j e c t i v e t e c h n i q u e s c o n t r a d i c t o r y f i n d i n g s have been r e p o r t e d f o r 

boys and few d i f f e r e n c e s have been d e t e c t e d between FA and FP g i r l s . 

One study i n which the authors d i d f i n d d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and 

FP boys was t h a t by Santrock (1970). T h i s study has a l r e a d y been 

r e f e r r e d to i n the p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n (see p . 3 0 ) . Santrock measured 

M/F using a c a r d s e l e c t i o n technique. He r e p o r t e d t h a t FA boys 

obtained more feminine s c o r e s than d i d FP boys. That i s , t h e i r 

s e l e c t i o n s were c l o s e r to those made by g i r l s . There were no 

s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s found between FA and FP g i r l s . 

Other r e s e a r c h e x i s t s i n which no d i f f e r e n c e s were found between 

FA and FP boys i n t h e i r responses t o M/F s c a l e s . Two s t u d i e s a l r e a d y 

mentioned as u s i n g p r o j e c t i v e techniques a l s o employed M/F s c a l e s 

( G r e e n s t e i n , 1966, p,34; and Harrington, 1970, p.35), G r e e n s t e i n used 

the V a s s a r C o l l e g e A t t i t u d e Inventory and found no d i f f e r e n c e s i n the 

responses of FA and FP d e l i n q u e n t boys. Harrington used Gough's 

B r i e f F e m i n i n i t y S c a l e and found no d i f f e r e n c e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h FA i n 

the responses t o t h i s s c a l e . 

K e l l e r and Murray (1973) i n v e s t i g a t e d 57 negro boys, a l l 

approximately 6 y e a r s o l d from a Miami ghetto. Twenty e i g h t were 

from homes i n which the f a t h e r had been absent f o r a t l e a s t t h r e e 

y e a r s . The o t h e r boys came from i n t a c t homes. The authors found 

no d i f f e r e n c e s i n the boys' s c o r e s on a p i c t u r e c h o i c e m a s c u l i n e / 

feminine p r e f e r e n c e t a s k . B a r c l a y and Cusumano (1967) i n v e s t i g a t e d 

40 male a d o l e s c e n t s whose mean age was 15.40 y e a r s . Twenty had been 
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FA s i n c e age 5 and 20 were FP. . I n each group 10 boys were 

white and 10 negro. S u b j e c t s were matched for age, grade p o i n t 

average, IQ and SES. A l l s u b j e c t s were given the Gough F e m i n i n i t y 

S c a l e and the semantic d i f f e r e n t i a l . No d i f f e r e n c e s were found 

between FA and FP boys i n t h e i r responses on these measures. 

A f i n a l study t o be examined i n v e s t i g a t i n g g i r l s o n l y was 

conducted by Hetherington (1972). She s t u d i e d 72 g i r l s aged 13 t o 

17 y e a r s from mixed SES f a m i l i e s . Twenty four g i r l s had experienced 

FA due to d i v o r c e , 25 FA due to death and 24 were from i n t a c t homes. 

There were no d i f f e r e n c e s between the groups i n t h e i r mean age, 

education, o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s and SES. No d i f f e r e n c e s were found 

between the groups i n t h e i r responses t o the CPI. 

Thus i n o n l y one study, t h a t of Santrock (1970) were any 

d i f f e r e n c e s found between FA and FP boys i n t h e i r responses t o M/F 

s c a l e s . No s t u d i e s r e p o r t d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP g i r l s . I n any 

case the use of t h e s e s c a l e s i s open t o much c r i t i c i s m . A f i r s t 

c r i t i c i s m i s t h a t the r e l e v a n c e of the s c a l e s d e c r e a s e s w i t h t h e i r age. 

Such t h i n g s as male and female r o l e s i n Western S o c i e t y have been 

changing so r a p i d l y t h a t the items r e f l e c t outmoded concepts o f what 

s o c i e t y a c c e p t s a s masculine and feminine (Herzog & Sudia, 1970; 

P o l l a c k , 1967; V i n c e n t 1966). A second c r i t i c i s m i s t h a t items a r e 

c u l t u r e and s o c i a l c l a s s bound. D i f f e r e n t c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l c l a s s 

groups have d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e s and norms. A t e s t c o n s t r u c t e d on 

the b a s i s of the norms of one group i s not a p p l i c a b l e to another 

( C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , 1973). E d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l , too, seems t o have an 

i n f l u e n c e on r e s u l t s . Those males and females of a h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a l 
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l e v e l tend to o b t a i n more s i m i l a r s c o r e s { C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , 1973). 

A t h i r d c r i t i c i s m i s t h a t the items of the s c a l e s a r e simply r e l a t e d 

to s o c i a l d e s i r a b i l i t y and c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t a l l 

they are measuring i s s u b j e c t s ' a b i l i t y to respond i n a c u l t u r a l l y 

s t e r e o t y p e d way (Block, 1973), F i n a l l y , t h e r e seems t o be an 

assumption i n h e r e n t i n almost a l l the s c a l e s t h a t M/F i s a 

unidi m e n s i o n a l concept. T h i s i s e v i d e n t because item s e l e c t i o n i s 

based on the a b i l i t y to d i s c r i m i n a t e between the responses o f the two 

s e x e s . The i m p l i c a t i o n i s t h a t a masculine response i s the opposite 

of a feminine response. A l s o the s c a l e s use a s i n g l e score t o 

i n d i c a t e both m a s c u l i n i t y and f e m i n i n i t y , high s c o r e s i n d i c a t i n g one, 

low the other ( C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , 1973). As Herzog and Sudia (1970) 

p o i n t out, i t may be the case t h a t w e l l a d j u s t e d males and females s h a r e 

many of the same q u a l i t i e s . I t i s a l s o q u e s t i o n a b l e whether extreme 

masculine or extreme feminine s c o r e s on the s c a l e s a r e an i n d i c a t i o n 

of s a t i s f a c t o r y adjustment. I f the content of the items i s examined 

i t may be seen t h a t those males who obt a i n very high masculine s c o r e s 

would be h i g h l y a g g r e s s i v e and dominating, w h i l s t those females who 

obtained high feminine s c o r e s would be p a s s i v e and i n e f f e c t u a l . 

c) Research employing i n t e r v i e w techniques and behaviour r e p o r t s 

A f i n a l s e c t i o n of r e s u l t s to be reviewed w i l l be those t h a t 

d e r i v e from measures t h a t do not f i t i n t o the two c a t e g o r i e s d e s c r i b e d 

above. S t u d i e s have been c a r r i e d out comparing FA and FP c h i l d r e n 

using i n t e r v i e w measures, t e a c h e r r a t i n g s , o b s e r v a t i o n e t c . , to a s s e s s 

a s p e c t s o f s e x - r o l e development, and these w i l l be cons i d e r e d now. 

Measures such as t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s and p a r e n t a l i n t e r v i e w s a r e open t o 

39 



c r i t i c i s m as the responses they provide may be b i a s s e d . The p a r e n t 

may wish t o p r e s e n t a more p o s i t i v e than r e a l i s t i c p i c t u r e of the 

c h i l d , the t e a c h e r may p r o v i d e an unduly n e g a t i v e r e p o r t of 

a b o i s t e r o u s p u p i l . However, u s e f u l i n f o r m a t i o n may be gained from 

those who spend many hours i n c o n t a c t w i t h the c h i l d . 

Some of the s t u d i e s to be i n c l u d e d i n t h i s s e c t i o n have a l r e a d y 

been r e f e r r e d to as they have used p r o j e c t i v e measures and/or M/F 

s c a l e s as p a r t of t h e i r assessment. Santrock (1970) used a maternal 

i n t e r v i e w a s p a r t of h i s assessment of sex-typed behaviour. He found 

t h a t FA p r e - s c h o o l boys were repo r t e d as e x h i b i t i n g more feminine 

behaviour and were l e s s a g g r e s s i v e and more dependent than FP. A l l of 

these a r e taken to i n d i c a t e a lower l e v e l of m a s c u l i n i t y . No 

d i f f e r e n c e s were repo r t e d between FA and FP g i r l s . 

Three s t u d i e s by B i l l e r (1968a, 1968b, 1969) found no d i f f e r e n c e s 

between FA and FP boys i n the e x t e n t of t h e i r adoption of masculine 

behaviour a s r a t e d by t h e i r t e a c h e r s . A study by Hetherington (1972) 

of FA and FP a d o l e s c e n t g i r l s used i n t e r v i e w s w i t h mothers and 

o b s e r v a t i o n a l measures. The only d i f f e r e n c e between the g i r l s was 

found to be i n t h e i r behaviour i n i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h males. Compared 

to g i r l s w i t h f a t h e r s dead or f a t h e r s p r e s e n t g i r l s whose p a r e n t s 

were d i v o r c e d demanded more a t t e n t i o n from males and were more 

pro x i m i t y s e e k i n g . 

One study not r e f e r r e d to before i s t h a t of McCord, McCord, and 

Thurber (1962), They s t u d i e d 255 boys from lower SES f a m i l i e s . One 

hundred and f i v e boys had l o s t one or both p a r e n t s f o r a v a r i e t y o f 

reasons and 150 were l i v i n g w i t h both n a t u r a l p a r e n t s . T h i s was 
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a l o n g i t u d i n a l study, boys being i n v e s t i g a t e d f o r f i v e y e a r s between 

the ages of 10 and 15. Assessment was by t r a i n e d s o c i a l workers who 

v i s i t e d homes once every two weeks. Case r e c o r d s produced by these 

v i s i t s were r a t e d by a r e s e a r c h e r on a number of v a r i a b l e s . R e s u l t s 

showed t h a t FA boys were r a t e d a s more a g g r e s s i v e but more feminine 

i n other a r e a s , f o r example, e x h i b i t i n g g r e a t e r dependency (seen as 

a feminine c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ) . T h i s p a t t e r n was most l i k e l y to appear 

i f the boys became f a t h e r absent between the ages of 6 y e a r s and 12 

y e a r s . McCord, McCord and Thurber suggest however, t h a t i t might be 

fam i l y c o n f l i c t b e f o r e the boys became f a t h e r absent t h a t was more 

important than the absence i t s e l f . 

d) A c r i t i q u e of the r e s e a r c h i n v e s t i g a t i n g FA and s e x - r o l e 

development 

i ) Research i n v e s t i g a t i n g females. Turning to an examination 

of the f i n d i n g s a s a whole, r e s u l t s i n v o l v i n g females w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d 

f i r s t , B i l l e r and Weiss (1970) i n t h e i r review and a l s o B i l l e r (1974) 

i n h i s book, a s s e r t t h a t FA has an e f f e c t on the s e x - r o l e development 

of g i r l s . However, an examination of r e s e a r c h p r o v i d e s s c a n t support 

for t h i s a s s e r t i o n . Most of what they c o n s i d e r to be support for t h i s 

view i s d e r i v e d from i n f e r e n c e s from the f i n d i n g t h a t g i r l s who have 

experienced FA have g r e a t e r d i f f i c u l t i e s i n t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n s w i t h 

males during a d o l e s c e n c e and l a t e r (eg. Hetherington, 1972). An 

a l t e r n a t i v e e x p l a n a t i o n might be t h a t the g i r l s have no opportunity to 

observe i n t e r a c t i o n between t h e i r f a t h e r s and mothers. Therefore an 

important model of i n t e r a c t i o n between males and females i s absent. 

Also they would not have p r a c t i c e i n h e t e r o s e x u a l i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h the 
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f a t h e r i n the f a m i l y s e t t i n g . Both of these f a c t o r s might lead t o 

d i f f i c u l t i e s i n i n t e r a c t i o n s w i t h males o u t s i d e the f a m i l y . 

Another f i n d i n g used to support the i d e a t h a t FA i n f l u e n c e s 

female s e x - r o l e development i s quoted by B i l l e r (1974). He d e s c r i b e s 

a study by Santrock (1970) who repor t e d a n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t trend f o r 

FA g i r l s to a c h i e v e a hig h e r f e m i n i n i t y s c o r e i n a d o l l play 

assessment. B i l l e r s a y s 'a v e r y h i g h l e v e l o f f e m i n i n i t y may be 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a r i g i d s e x - r o l e development which devalues males and 

masculine a c t i v i t y ' . 

F i n a l l y , B i l l e r quotes an unpublished s t u d y by Landy, Rosenberg 

and Sutton-Smith i n which i t i s r e p o r t e d t h a t some ad o l e s c e n t g i r l s 

who had experienced FA were found to r e j e c t "feminine i n t e r e s t s * . 

T h i s too i s seen by B i l l e r as evidence of problems i n s e x - r o l e 

development. 

Thus he r e p o r t s the f i n d i n g s of two s t u d i e s producing 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y r e s u l t s . I f B i l l e r * s r e a s o n i n g i s accepted i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t to see what would be c o n s i d e r e d a s ev i d e n c e f o r adequate 

female s e x - r o l e development. 

i i ) Research i n v e s t i g a t i n g males. I f r e s u l t s from s t u d i e s 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g s e x - r o l e development i n boys a r e examined we f i n d t h a t 

w h i l s t more d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP boys a r e reported, 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s a r e apparent. C o n s i d e r a t i o n of the f i n d i n g s 

demonstrates t h a t d i f f e r e n t r e s u l t s have been obtained depending on 

which s o c i a l c l a s s the samples were drawn from. Some experimenters 

found no d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP boys from lower SES groups 

(Cohen, 1971; Ctonini, 1967; G r e e n s t e i n , 1966) o t h e r s (Hetherington, 
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1966; McCord, McCord & Thurber, 1962) found t h a t boys from these groups 

e x h i b i t e d h i g h e r a g g r e s s i o n than d i d FP boys. These r e s u l t s were i n 

c o n t r a s t to those obtained from the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of middle c l a s s boys 

i n which lower l e v e l s of a g g r e s s i o n and lower s c o r e s on measures o f 

m a s c u l i n i t y were obtained (Bach, 1946; P.S. Sears, 1951; R.R. Sears 

e t a l , 1946). 

An attempt has been made by B i l l e r (1974) to account for these 

d i f f e r e n c e s by examining d i f f e r e n c e s i n s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n i n the 

d i f f e r e n t SES groups. Surveys of lower SES f a m i l i e s have provided 

evidence to suggest t h a t , i n some of them, the o r g a n i s a t i o n i s 

predominantly m a t r i a r c h a l . Even i f the f a t h e r i s not permanently 

absent he i s seen as t a k i n g l i t t l e p a r t i n f a m i l y a c t i v i t i e s . T h i s 

has been r e p o r t e d by workers s t u d y i n g lower SES black Americans 

Pettigrew, 1964;Rohrer SEdmonsen, 1960) and amongst working c l a s s 

f a m i l i e s i n the E a s t End of London (Young & wilmott, 1957). 

B i l l e r (1974) concludes t h a t a m a t r i a r c h a l o r g a n i s a t i o n r e s u l t s 

i n the development of poor masculine s e x - r o l e o r i e n t a t i o n and then the 

attempt to overcompensate under p r e s s u r e from peers and s o c i e t y . T h i s 

he suggests l e a d s to the development of high l e v e l s of a g g r e s s i o n . I f 

t h i s were t r u e i t might a l s o account f o r the f a c t t h a t i n some s t u d i e s 

of lower SES males there was no d i f f e r e n c e found between the FA and FP 

groups, as even i n the FP groups the i n f l u e n c e of the f a t h e r may o n l y 

have been s l i g h t . 

However, i t has been argued t h a t to view lower SES f a m i l i e s as 

m a t r i a r c h a l i s m i s l e a d i n g , Jackson (1966 - reported i n Herzog & 

Sudia, 1970) found t h a t n e i t h e r the men nor the women i n the lower SES 
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black community t h a t he s t u d i e d through t h a t i t was the women who were 

most i n c o n t r o l . Newson and Newson (1968 and 1976) studying c h i l d r e n 

i n an E n g l i s h Urban community reported t h a t over 80% of mothers i n 

s o c i a l c l a s s e s four and f i v e , r a t e d t h e i r h u s b a n d s * p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 

c h i l d r e a r i n g a t l e a s t as f a i r . I n a d d i t i o n there appears to be 

l i t t l e e m p i r i c a l support f o r the p r o p o s i t i o n s e i t h e r t h a t low SES 

FA boys have low masculine o r i e n t a t i o n s or t h a t high a g g r e s s i o n i s 

an i n d i c a t o r of compensatory m a s c u l i n i t y . No proof of the e x i s t e n c e 

of an i n t e r n a l mechanism such a s s e x - r o l e o r i e n t a t i o n e x i s t s , nor can 

i t be demonstrated t h a t l e v e l s of a g g r e s s i o n are a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

masculine development. There i s l i t t l e evidence that measures of 

a g g r e s s i o n used i n these s t u d i e s c o r r e l a t e w i t h the i n c i d e n c e of 

a g g r e s s i o n o u t s i d e the e x p e r i m e n t a l s i t u a t i o n . High l e v e l s of 

a g g r e s s i o n e x h i b i t e d may be due to f r u s t r a t i o n produced by the 

experimental c o n d i t i o n s r a t h e r than by a g e n e r a l i s e d p a t t e r n of 

responding. The e x h i b i t i o n of a g g r e s s i v e n e s s forms p a r t of our 

c u l t u r a l male s t e r e o t y p e . However, a g g r e s s i o n i s a value laden term 

having a v a r i e t y of c o n n o t a t i o n s . I t i s not c l e a r whether a g g r e s s i o n 

i n a l l o f i t s m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o r simply s o c i a l l y disapproved a g g r e s s i o n 

i s what i s being r e f e r r e d to i n the s t u d i e s . 

Examining the r e s u l t s f o r boys i n g e n e r a l i t appears t h a t 

s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP groups a r e more l i k e l y to be 

found when measures p u r p o r t i n g to study i n t e r n a l mechanisms are 

employed. However, the r e s u l t s obtained from these measures are 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of s u b j e c t s ' responses and a r e t h e r e f o r e v u l n e r a b l e 

to the i n f l u e n c e of experimenter expectancy ( A n a s t a s i , 1968). 
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Fewer d i f f e r e n c e s a r e found when measures attempting assessment of 

more o v e r t behaviour a r e used. I f d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP boys 

are to be c o n s i d e r e d r e l e v a n t t o t h e i r development then i t i s n e c e s s a r y 

to demonstrate how th e s e d i f f e r e n c e s a f f e c t the c h i l d r e n ' s e x p e r i e n c e . 

T h i s , r a t h e r than the attempt t o draw i n f e r e n c e s from d i f f e r e n c e s i n 

i n t e r n a l mechanisms whose e x i s t e n c e i s debatable, i s what i s r e q u i r e d . 

A major methodological c r i t i c i s m t h a t may be l e v e l l e d a g a i n s t 

much of the r e s e a r c h may a l s o account f o r some of the d i s c r e p a n c i e s 

i n the f i n d i n g s o b t a i n e d i n d i f f e r e n t s t u d i e s . There has been l i t t l e 

attempt to c o n t r o l v a r i a b l e s t h a t may i n f l u e n c e r e s u l t s . D i f f e r e n t 

types of absence mean d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s t o a f a m i l y , and r e s u l t s from 

s t u d i e s which make no d i s t i n c t i o n between, f o r example, absence due t o 

death and absence due t o d i v o r c e , nor between permanent and 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence should be regarded w i t h r e s e r v a t i o n . Length of 

absence and age of o n s e t a r e a l s o o f t e n i n a d e q u a t e l y c o n t r o l l e d and 

these f a c t o r s too may i n f l u e n c e the meaning of the absence to the 

c h i l d (Herzog & Sudia, 1970), As w e l l as s o c i a l c l a s s o t h e r v a r i a b l e s 

such a s maternal i n f l u e n c e and s i b l i n g p o s i t i o n have been a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h d i f f e r e n c e s i n s e x - r o l e development i n FA c h i l d r e n and y e t few 

s t u d i e s i n v e s t i g a t i n g these v a r i a b l e s have been c a r r i e d out. 

B i l l e r (1969) compared f i v e y e a r o l d FA boys whose average l e n g t h 

of absence was t h r e e y e a r s , w i t h a c o n t r o l group (FP), r e p o r t e d t h a t 

FP mothers were s i g n i f i c a n t l y more encouraging of masculine behaviour. 

He measured encouragement by means of a q u e s t i o n n a i r e , B i l l e r and 

Bahm (1971) found an a s s o c i a t i o n between e a r l y FA, low maternal 

encouragement of m a s c u l i n i t y and low masculine s e l f concept i n o l d e r 
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boys. No c o n c l u s i o n s a r e p o s s i b l e from such s t u d i e s , but they do 

p o i n t to the need f o r more work i n the area of maternal i n f l u e n c e . 

In the home i n which the f a t h e r i s absent the mother must be 

con s i d e r e d to have even more i n f l u e n c e on the development of her 

c h i l d than would be the case when two pa r e n t s were taking p a r t i n 

c h i l d - r e a r i n g , 

I t has been suggested t h a t s i b l i n g composition may be a v a r i a b l e 

t h a t i n f l u e n c e s the e f f e c t of FA on s e x - r o l e development. S i b l i n g 

composition s t u d i e s have been s u b j e c t e d to much c r i t i c i s m ( f o r example 

see P r i c e & Hare, 1969) however some s t u d i e s do e x i s t t h a t p o i n t t o 

b i r t h o r d er and s i b l i n g composition a s a s i g n i f i c a n t v a r i a b l e . 

Wohlford e t a l (1971) found t h a t FA boys w i t h an o l d e r male s i b l i n g 

were l e s s dependent and more a g g r e s s i v e than those without an o l d e r 

male s i b l i n g . H i l l e n b r a n d (1971) i n a study of m i l i t a r y f a m i l i e s i n 

which the f a t h e r was i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent, found t h a t f i r s t born FA 

boys were l e s s dependent thai) those born l a t e r . 

At the s t a r t o f t h i s review i t was s t a t e d t h a t t h r e e t h i n g s 

would be demonstrated. The f i r s t two, t h a t t h e r e i s confusion about 

what i s being measured i n s t u d i e s of s e x - r o l e development and t h a t 

t h e r e i s l a c k of agreement and c o n f u s i o n about c o n c l u s i o n s have 

a l r e a d y been d i s c u s s e d . The t h i r d t h i n g to be demonstrated was t h a t , 

a s i t has been s t u d i e d , the concept of s e x - r o l e development r e l a t e d 

to FA i s of l i t t l e r e l e v a n c e to the development of the c h i l d or the 

a d u l t . 

An assumption t h a t i s made i s t h a t i t i s i n some way an advantage 

for a male t o e x h i b i t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s c o n s i d e r e d masculine and 
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disadvantageous f o r him to e x h i b i t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s c o n s i d e r e d to be 

feminine. T h i s assumption i s being i n c r e a s i n g l y c r i t i c i s e d 

( C onstantinople, 1973; V i n c e n t , 1966). One study t h a t appears to 

provide support f o r such c r i t i c i s m was c a r r i e d out by Kagan and Moss 

(1962). They followed up a group of boys who had had t h e i r l e v e l s of 

m a s c u l i n i t y a s s e s s e d i n childhood by means of an M/F s c a l e . They 

found t h a t d i f f e r e n c e s i n s c o r e s were r e l a t e d to d i f f e r e n c e s i n 

adulthood. Kagan and Moss r e p o r t e d t h a t those who i n childhood 

obtained high masculine s c o r e s had, i n adulthood, occupations r a t e d 

as more masculine and they r a t e d themselves as having a s e x - l i f e more 

a c t i v e than average. They sc o r e d lower than the second group on 

measures of dominance, c a p a c i t y f o r s t a t u s and s e l f - a c c e p t a n c e . Those 

s u b j e c t s who, i n childhood had obtained a low m a s c u l i n i t y score were 

r a t e d as more s o c i a b l e , h i g h e r on s o c i a l l e a d e r s h i p , s e l f a s s urance 

and s e l f acceptance than the f i r s t group. They were more i n c l i n e d t o 

i n t r o s p e c t i o n and lower on s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y compared to those o b t a i n i n g 

high masculine s c o r e s i n childhood. Thus d i f f e r e n c e s i n m a s c u l i n i t y 

s c o r e s obtained i n childhood were a s s o c i a t e d with d i f f e r e n c e s i n a d u l t s 

However, i t would be d i f f i c u l t to judge, from the p e r s o n a l i t y 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s d e s c r i b e d whether one co u l d be c o n s i d e r e d p r e f e r a b l e to 

the other. 

C l a r k e and C l a r k e (1976) i n a book a l r e a d y r e f e r r e d t o (p.13) have 

made the p o i n t t h a t e a r l y e x p e r i e n c e a l o n e i s a poor p r e d i c t o r of l a t e r 

development. Thus w h i l s t i t may be of i n t e r e s t to note t h a t a t 

a c e r t a i n age t h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP c h i l d r e n i n some 

a s p e c t s of s e x - r o l e development, i t i s unwarranted to assume without 
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evidence from l o n g i t u d i n a l s t u d i e s t h a t these d i f f e r e n c e s w i l l c o n t i n u e 

i n t o adulthood or t h a t the outcome of d i f f e r e n c e s w i l l be p o s i t i v e or 

nega t i v e . Herzog and Sudia (1970) c i t e t h i s as being of gr e a t 

importance, as they suggest t h a t s t u d i e s of childhood e x p e r i e n c e s tend 

g r o s s l y to o v e r p r e d i c t f u t u r e pathology. They quote evidence from 

Macfarlane (1963) who f o l l o w e d up a group of s u b j e c t s from i n f a n c y t o 

adulthood. Macfarlane (1963) concluded t h a t p r e d i c t o r s were a c c u r a t e 

i n l e s s than one t h i r d of c a s e s and t h a t no a d u l t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s c o u l d 

be p r e d i c t e d on the b a s i s o f r e s u l t s from one measure. 

Connected to the above c r i t i c i s m i s the p o i n t t h a t some of the 

c o n c l u s i o n s drawn from the r e s u l t s may be questioned. The two 

reasoning e r r o r s t h a t o c c u r most f r e q u e n t l y a r e f i r s t l y t h a t 

a s s o c i a t i o n between two v a r i a b l e s i s taken t o imply a c a u s a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . R e s e a r c h e r s f i n d an a s s o c i a t i o n between FA and another 

v a r i a b l e and even though they do not s t a t e e x p l i c i t l y t h a t a c a u s a l 

connection e x i s t s t h i s i s i m p l i c i t i n t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s . C l o s e l y 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h i s i s the second e r r o r t h a t l e a d s workers to see 

one v a r i a b l e among many a s the s i g n i f i c a n t one without s u f f i c i e n t 

s u b s t a n t i a t i n g evidence. 

Thus t h e r e a r e many problems and c r i t i c i s m s t h a t a r e a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h the attempt to i n v e s t i g a t e the i n f l u e n c e of FA on s e x - r o l e 

development. W h i l s t i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t these problems may be 

overcome and u s e f u l r e s u l t s produced, i t was f e l t t h a t other a s p e c t s 

of development would p r o v i d e more f r u i t f u l t o p i c s f o r r e s e a r c h . I t 

i s to th e s e t h a t t h i s r e v i e w now t u r n s . 
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2. Research i n v e s t i g a t i n g c o g n i t i v e development 

General agreement appears to e x i s t t h a t environmental f a c t o r s 

e x e r t some i n f l u e n c e on the c o g n i t i v e development of c h i l d r e n . There 

are r e s e a r c h e r s who a s s e r t t h a t i t i s the g e n e t i c component which i s 

of paramount importance (Eysenck, 1971; Jensen, 1969) but they too 

concede t h a t environmental v a r i a b l e s have some r e l e v a n c e . 

To examine i n d e t a i l the evidence f o r the e x i s t e n c e of 

a s s o c i a t i o n s between i n t e l l i g e n c e and environment i s beyond the scope 

of t h i s review. Evidence e x i s t s f o r the a s s o c i a t i o n between measured 

i n t e l l i g e n c e and a number of environmental v a r i a b l e s (Hanson, 1975), 

Such v a r i a b l e s i n c l u d e s o c i a l c l a s s ( B e r n s t e i n , 1961; Douglas e t a l , 

1968; F r a s e r , 1958; Hess & Shipman, 1965; Honzik, 1967; Robinson & 

Rackstraw, 1967), f a m i l y s i z e and b i r t h o r der (Rosenberg fi Sutton-

Smith, 1965; S k o r h o l t e t a l , 1973), e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l of the p a r e n t s 

(Buck, 1973; Hutner, 1972), i n t a c t n e s s of the f a m i l y (Santrock, 1972) 

and c h i l d - r e a r i n g p r a c t i c e s (Buck, 1973; Walberg & Marjoribanks, 1973) 

I n c r e a s i n g i n t e r e s t i s being shown i n the i n f l u e n c e of p a r e n t -

c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n s and c h i l d r e a r i n g p a t t e r n s on c o g n i t i v e development. 

W h i l s t , as w i t h most c h i l d development r e s e a r c h i n v o l v i n g p a r e n t s , i t 

i s the m o t h e r / c h i l d dyad t h a t has r e c e i v e d most a t t e n t i o n , t h e r e i s 

some evidence t h a t p a t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e has an e f f e c t on c o g n i t i v e 

f u n c t i o n i n g . Hurley (1967) found t h a t p a t e r n a l h o s t i l i t y and l a c k of 

acceptance were n e g a t i v e l y r e l a t e d t o the c h i l d ' s s c h o l a s t i c a b i l i t y . 

Katz (1967) measuring boys' p e r c e p t i o n of t h e i r p a r e n t s found a str o n g 

p o s i t i v e a s s o c i a t i o n between p e r c e i v e d p a t e r n a l encouragement and 

academic achievement i n lower SES b l a c k elementary school boys. 
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Shaw and White (1965) found t h a t high a c h i e v i n g boys p e r c e i v e d 

themselves as more s i m i l a r to t h e i r f a t h e r s than d i d low a c h i e v i n g 

boys. H e i l b r u n e t a l (1967) i n an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 123 female 

undergraduates, measured p e r c e i v e d p a t e r n a l c o n t r o l and performance 

on a c o g n i t i v e task, the Stroop Color-Naming T e s t . I t was found 

t h a t p e r c e i v e d r e j e c t i n g tendency of the f a t h e r was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

c o g n i t i v e impairment on the ta s k i f the task was complex and s o c i a l l y 

r e i n f o r c e d . Such impairment, i t was suggested, r e s u l t e d from 

continuous c r i t i c a l e v a l u a t i o n by the f a t h e r which a f f e c t e d performance. 

Radin (1972, 1973) i n two s t u d i e s mentioned e a r l i e r (p.2) 

i n v e s t i g a t e d the r e l a t i o n s h i p between f a t h e r c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n and the 

i n t e l l e c t u a l f u n c t i o n i n g of fou r y e a r o l d boys. She found by means of 

i n t e r v i e w i n g the fa t h e r s , t e s t i n g the boys and obs e r v i n g the i n t e r a c t i o n s 

between f a t h e r and son, t h a t the IQ of the boys was p o s i t i v e l y 

c o r r e l a t e d w i t h p a t e r n a l n u r t u r a n c e and n e g a t i v e l y c o r r e l a t e d w i t h 

p a t e r n a l r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s . A l a t e r , more complex study by Jordan, 

Radin and E p s t e i n (1975) eleiborated on these r e s u l t s . T h e i r 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n v o l v e d both boys and g i r l s a l l 4 y e a r s old from 

thr e e s o c i a l c l a s s groups. There were 37 middle c l a s s boys, 28 middle 

c l a s s g i r l s , 39 working c l a s s boys, 32 working c l a s s g i r l s and 23 lower 

SES boys and 21 lower SES g i r l s . A s i m i l a r method was used to t h a t 

employed i n the e a r l i e r s t u d i e s . A male i n t e r v i e w e r t a l k e d to the 

f a t h e r s w h i l s t the c h i l d was p r e s e n t . Recordings were made of the 

f a t h e r s * v e r b a l responses and the i n t e r v i e w e r kept a r e c o r d of non

v e r b a l behaviour. C h i l d r e n were g i v e n the S t a n f o r d - B i n e t I n t e l l i g e n c e 

S c a l e and a s t a n d a r d i s e d P i a g e t i a n S c a l e w i t h i n a month of the 
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i n t e r v i e w . On the b a s i s of these t e s t s the two sexes were each 

d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e groups, high, medium and low IQ. R e s u l t s showed 

a s i g n i f i c a n t p o s i t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p between IQ and p a t e r n a l 

nurturance f o r Middle C l a s s boys only. No such r e l a t i o n s h i p was 

found for the other two groups of boys nor f o r g i r l s . Thus both sex 

and s o c i a l c l a s s were r e l e v a n t to r e s u l t s . Another study by Davis 

and Lange (1973) p o i n t s to the importance of the mother-father u n i t , 

r a t h e r than e i t h e r p a r e n t alone i n i n f l u e n c i n g the development of 

d i f f e r e n t c a t e g o r i s a t i o n s t y l e s ( i . e . " p r e f e r r e d and c o n s i s t e n t ways 

of o r g a n i s i n g and p r o c e s s i n g s t i m u l i " ) i n young c h i l d r e n . The 

development of such s t y l e s i s , they a s s e r t r e l a t e d t o the development 

of i n t e l l e c t u a l s k i l l s . 

Thus, evidence e x i s t s both f o r the i n f l u e n c e of the f a t h e r and 

the mother-father u n i t i n the c h i l d ' s c o g n i t i v e development. I f the 

p r e s e n t f a t h e r may be shown to e x e r t some i n f l u e n c e , , what then may be 

the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the c h i l d ' s c o g n i t i v e development and h i s 

absence? I f such a r e l a t i o n s h i p e x i s t s does i t vary according to the 

sex of the c h i l d , h i s s o c i a l c l a s s and the type of absence i n v o l v e d . 

The p r e s e n t study i s concerned w i t h an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of these q u e s t i o n s 

Research concerned w i t h the r e l a t i o n s h i p between FA and c o g n i t i v e 

development d i f f e r s from t h a t c o n s i d e r i n g absence of the mother. I n 

the l a t t e r c ase most work has been done on c h i l d r e n r e a r e d i n 

i n s t i t u t i o n s or i n other s i t u a t i o n s i n which the c h i l d i s , i n f a c t 

absent from both p a r e n t s . I n any c a s e i t i s r a r e f o r a c h i l d t o be 

r e a r e d by a lone f a t h e r so i t would be d i f f i c u l t to study s u b j e c t s 

absent from mothers alone. T h i s i s not the case when r e s e a r c h 
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i n v e s t i g a t i n g FA i s examined. Research i n v e s t i g a t i n g c o g n i t i v e 

development and maternal absence a l s o d i f f e r s from r e s e a r c h i n t o FA 

i n s o f a r as i t appears t h a t work has only been c a r r i e d out i n an attempt 

to d e t e c t d e f i c i t s i n development. As w i l l be demonstrated FA r e s e a r c h 

has not been l i m i t e d to t h i s a r e a alone. 

Research has been c a r r i e d out i n an attempt to e s t a b l i s h whether 

FA i s an environmental v a r i a b l e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i n t e l l e c t u a l d e f i c i t s . 

Some workers suggest t h a t t h i s i s s o and indeed Kohlberg (1966) has 

p o s t u l a t e d t h a t where d i f f i c u l t i e s i n s e x - r o l e development a r e 

experienced i n FA c h i l d r e n they a r e due to the lower i n t e l l i g e n c e of 

the c h i l d r e n . Another a r e a of i n t e r e s t has been the study of sex 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n c o g n i t i v e a b i l i t i e s e x h i b i t e d by FA and FP c h i l d r e n . I n 

p a r t i c u l a r s t u d i e s have examined whether FA boys e x h i b i t a more 

t y p i c a l l y female p a t t e r n of c o g n i t i v e a b i l i t i e s . 

S t u d i e s i n v e s t i g a t i n g whether a r e l a t i o n s h i p e x i s t s between FA and 

c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s have y i e l d e d d i f f e r e n t , sometimes c o n f l i c t i n g 

r e s u l t s . Two i n v e s t i g a t i o n s have been c a r r i e d out t h a t a r e s i m i l a r to 

the p r e s e n t study ( L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970; Maxwell, 1961). Maxwell (1961) 

s t u d i e d a group of 291 c h i l d r e n aged between 8 y e a r s and 13 y e a r s who had 

been r e f e r r e d to a c h i l d guidance c l i n i c . He compared performance on 

the Wise of those c h i l d r e n who had experienced FA and those who had not. 

He found t h a t those c h i l d r e n who had experienced FA a f t e r the age of 

f i v e obtained lower s c o r e s on Comprehension, Vocabulary, P i c t u r e 

Completion, P i c t u r e Arrangement and Coding s u b - t e s t s . Maxwell d i d not 

provide s e p a r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n about males and females i n h i s sample, 

nor d i d he examine the i n f l u e n c e of s o c i a l c l a s s . • Also h i s use of 
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c h i l d r e n who were c h i l d guidance c l i n i c r e f e r r a l s a s s u b j e c t s , r a i s e s 

q u e s t i o n s about the a p p l i c a b i l i t y of h i s r e s u l t s to a more g e n e r a l 

p o p u l a t i o n . F i n a l l y Maxwell d i d not c o n s i d e r whether d i f f e r e n t 

types of absence produced d i f f e r e n t r e s u l t s . 

L e s s i n g e t a l (1970) a l s o s t u d i e d the perfoirmance o f FA and FP 

c h i l d r e n on the WISC. They i n v e s t i g a t e d 311 boys and 122 g i r l s aged 

between 9 y e a r s and 15 y e a r s 11 months a l l diagnosed as having behaviour 

problems. They looked a t sex, s o c i a l c l a s s and FA and t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n 

w i t h WISC s c o r e s . Absence was d e f i n e d as two y e a r s , not n e c e s s a r i l y 

c o n s e c u t i v e w i t h no r e c o r d being kept o f age o f o n s e t of f i r s t 

absence. 

R e s u l t s showed t h a t over the whole group boys scored h i g h e r than 

g i r l s on i n f o r m a t i o n , vocabulary, p i c t u r e completion, p i c t u r e 

Arrangement, Block Design and Object Assembly s u b - t e s t s , w h i l s t g i r l s 

scored h i g h e r on Coding, FA c h i l d r e n s c o r e d lower on Block Design, 

O b j e c t Assembly and Performance IQ, FA boys obtained lower s c o r e s 

than FP boys on A r i t h m e t i c and Coding. No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s 

were found between FA and FP g i r l s . Looking a t i n t e r a c t i o n s between 

s o c i a l c l a s s and absence i t was found t h a t FA Working C l a s s c h i l d r e n 

obtained lower s c o r e s on I n f o r m a t i o n , S i m i l a r i t i e s , V e r b a l IQ and 

F u l l S c a l e IQ than d i d t h e i r FP coimterpairts, w h i l s t FA Middle C l a s s 

c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d h i g h e r s c o r e s than FP Middle C l a s s c h i l d r e n on 

Comprehension, Vocabulary and V e r b a l 10. 

L e s s i n g e t a l p o i n t out t h a t those r e s u l t s c o n s i s t e n t a c r o s s 

s o c i a l c l a s s i n v o l v e d q u a n t i t a t i v e and s p a t i a l a b i l i t i e s , u s u a l l y those 

i n which boys performed b e t t e r than g i r l s . They c o n s i d e r t h a t the 
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decrement i n s c o r e s found may be due e i t h e r to s t r e s s or the absence 

of the male i d e n t i f i c a t o r y model. 

I n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t L e s s i n g e t a l c o n t r o l l e d and examined 

mciny v a r i a b l e s and t h e r e f o r e attempted to c o n s i d e r the c o m p l e x i t i e s 

of the s i t u a t i o n there are t h r e e major c r i t i c i s m s of t h e i r study. The 

f i r s t i s t h a t they f a i l e d to examine d i f f e r e n t t y p e s of absence, the 

second i s t h a t t h e i r sample, l i k e Maxwell's was drawn from a p o p u l a t i o n 

of c h i l d r e n a l r e a d y diagnosed as having problems. The t h i r d c r i t i c i s m 

concerns t h e i r d a t a a n a l y s i s . L e s s i n g e t a l c a r r i e d out t h r e e 

d i f f e r e n t s e t s of 13 a n a l y s e s of v a r i a n c e on t h e i r d a t a , each time 

arranging i t i n a d i f f e r e n t way. Two problems a r i s e here. One i s t h a t 

i f more than one a n a l y s i s i s c a r r i e d out on the same data i t i s 

n e c e s s a r y to use a more c o n s e r v a t i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e l e v e l t o prevent an 

i n c r e a s e i n the type I e r r o r r a t e . L e s s i n g e t a l do not do t h i s , 

a f a c t t h a t throws doubt upon t h e i r r e s u l t s r e p o r t e d a s s i g n i f i c a n t 

a t anything l e s s than the .01 l e v e l . The second c r i t i c i s m i s t h a t 

they c a r r i e d out 13 s e p a r a t e a n a l y s e s i n each of t h e i r three 

arrangements o f d a t a , these a n a l y s e s being on s e p a r a t e s u b - t e s t s o f 

the Wise, t h a t i s , on c o r r e l a t e d d a ta. T h i s would tend to lead to 

c o r r e l a t e d d e c i s i o n e r r o r s again r a i s i n g the type I e r r o r r a t e . I f 

a l l r e s u l t s s i g n i f i c a n t a t a l e v e l l e s s than ,01 a r e omitted t h i s 

l e a d s to the e x c l u s i o n of a l l those w i t h FA as a main e f f e c t and a l s o 

those i n v o l v i n g FA i n i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h sex of c h i l d . Four i n t e r a c t i o n s 

between s o c i a l c l a s s and FA remain as they were s i g n i f i c a n t a t the .01 

l e v e l . These a r e those i n v o l v i n g Comprehension, S i m i l a r i t i e s , 

Vocabulary and V e r b a l IQ. 
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s t u d i e s using l e s s comprehensive measures of i n t e l l e c t u a l a b i l i t y 

have a l s o been c a r r i e d out. Santrock (1972) examined the 3rd and 6th 

grade IQ and achievement s c o r e s of 286 FA and 57 FP white boys and g i r l s 

from lower SES backgrounds. He used the O t i s quick s c o r i n g IQ and the 

S t a n f o r d Achievement T e s t s to a s s e s s h i s s u b j e c t s and h i s r e s u l t s were 

a n a l y s e d examining age of onset of FA and type of absence. A l s o he 

examined whether the presence of a s t e p - f a t h e r was important. He found 

t h a t FA c h i l d r e n obtained lower s c o r e s on both measures r e g a r d l e s s of 

the reason for the absence. Secondly he found t h a t s c o r e s were lowest 

i n those c h i l d r e n who had e x p e r i e n c e d absence before age 5 y e a r s and t h a t 

FA g i r l s s c o r e s were not as low a s FA boys. 

One study p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l e v a n t to the p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n was 

c a r r i e d out by H i l l e n b r a n d (1971). She i n v e s t i g a t e d 126 c h i l d r e n who 

had experienced FA due to t h e i r f a t h e r s being i n the U.S. Marines. 

Seventy t h r e e males and 53 females were s t u d i e d . Seventy seven were 

c h i l d r e n of o f f i c e r s and 49 were c h i l d r e n of e n l i s t e d men. T e s t s 

measuring IQ and v e r b a l and q u a n t i t a t i v e a b i l i t y demonstrated 

a r e l a t i o n s h i p between decreased q u a n t i t a t i v e a b i l i t y and FA i n g i r l s . 

I n boys r e s u l t s d i f f e r e d a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r b i r t h order. For f i r s t 

born boys FA was r e l a t e d to h i g h e r q u a n t i t a t i v e a b i l i t y and t o 

a reduced d i f f e r e n c e between v e r b a l and q u a n t i t a t i v e s c o r e s . For l a t e r 

bom boys a g r e a t e r d i f f e r e n c e was found between v e r b a l and q u a n t i t a t i v e 

s c o r e s . H i l l e n b r a n d a l s o i n v e s t i g a t e d the r e l a t i o n s h i p between IQ and 

maternal dominance, t h a t i s the c h i l d ' s p e r c e p t i o n of the mother a s 

making r e l a t i v e l y more d e c i s i o n s than the f a t h e r . She found a s i g n i f i c a n t 

c o r r e l a t i o n between maternal dominance, high IQ and higher v e r b a l and 

55 



q u a n t i t a t i v e a b i l i t y . Another study i n v e s t i g a t i n g FA i n c h i l d r e n from 

m i l i t a r y f a m i l i e s was c a r r i e d out by Lee (1974). He examined 40 FA 

boys from m i l i t a r y f a m i l i e s and 30 FP boys from c i v i l i a n f a m i l i e s . A l l 

were i n grades four to s i x a t school and were white from one or two 

c h i l d f a m i l i e s . Lee found t h a t FA boys were lower i n numerical a b i l i t y 

than were FP boys. A d i f f e r e n c e between the way i n which the two groups 

p e r c e i v e d t h e i r f a t h e r s was a l s o found. Boys i n the FA group repo r t e d 

t h a t t h e i r f a t h e r s were s i g n i f i c a n t l y l e s s l o v i n g than d i d boys i n the 

FP group. Within the FP group i t was found t h a t mothers* p r o t e c t i v e 

a t t i t u d e s to t h e i r sons was n e g a t i v e l y c o r r e l a t e d w i t h numerical 

a b i l i t y . Such a r e l a t i o n s h i p was not found i n the FP group. 

Other s t u d i e s have a l s o found d i f f e r e n c e s i n i n t e l l e c t u a l 

performance between FA and FP c h i l d r e n . Douglas e t a l (1968) found 

t h a t FA c h i l d r e n over the age of 8 y e a r s a t assessment had f a l l e n behind 

i n s c h o o l performance compared to FP c h i l d r e n . They reported t h a t the 

o l d e r were the c h i l d r e n the g r e a t e r was the decrement and that r e s u l t s 

f o r boys were more marked than those f o r g i r l s . However they had no 

c o n t r o l f o r l e n g t h or type of absence, nor age of onset, nor was i t 

p o s s i b l e to a s s e s s the q u a l i t y of the f a t h e r c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p b e f o r e 

the absence o c c u r r e d . Blanchard and S i l l e r (1971) a l s o s t u d i e d s c h o o l 

performance. They s t u d i e d 44 white t h i r d grade boys d i v i d e d i n t o four 

groups. These were a group who had experienced FA before age 5 y e a r s , 

a group who experienced FA a f t e r age 5 y e a r s , a group whose f a t h e r was 

present but not ve r y a v a i l a b l e and f i n a l l y a high a v a i l a b i l i t y FP group. 

C h i l d r e n ' s grade l e v e l and t h e i r performance on the Stanford 

Achievement T e s t were a s s e s s e d . Blanchard and B i l l e r reported t h a t both 
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FA groups obtained lower grade s c o r e s and lower s c o r e s on the t e s t 

than d i d the FP groups. However again t h e r e was no c o n t r o l f o r type 

of absence. 

Some s t u d i e s e x i s t which r e p o r t no d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP 

c h i l d r e n . Risen (1939) examined the sc h o o l r e c o r d s of 235 FP j u n i o r 

high school s t u d e n t s and 235 who were absent from one or both p a r e n t s . 

Of the l a t t e r 62% were FA. He looked a t IQ, grade l e v e l and i n c i d e n c e 

of r e f e r r a l to the school c o u n s e l l o r . He found no d i f f e r e n c e s between 

the two groups i n t h e i r IQ s c o r e s but the p a r e n t a l absence group 

obtained lower s c o r e s on measures of c o o p e r a t i o n and they more o f t e n 

r e c e i v e d a t t e n t i o n from the s c h o o l c o u n s e l l o r . R u t t e r , T i z a r d and 

Whitmore (1970), i n t h e i r i n v e s t i g a t i o n of a l l c h i l d r e n aged between 9 

and 11 y e a r s l i v i n g on the I s l e o f Wight, found no r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

FA and i n t e l l e c t u a l or e d u c a t i o n a l r e t a r d a t i o n as a s s e s s e d by the WISC 

and the Neale A n a l y s i s of Reading A b i l i t y . Three s t u d i e s of lower SES 

c h i l d r e n a l s o r e p o r t e d no d i f f e r e n c e s . Newstat (1973) repor t e d no 

d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP c h i l d r e n i n geometric problem s o l v i n g 

and n e i t h e r Solomon e t a l (1972) nor Wasserman (1972) could f i n d any 

d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP lower SES b l a c k c h i l d r e n i n school 

achievement. 

Thus the f i n d i n g s c o n c e r n i n g the a s s o c i a t i o n between FA and 

c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s a r e i n c o n c l u s i v e . Some s t u d i e s r e p o r t r e s u l t s t h a t 

suggest absence i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d e f i c i t s and some do not. I n those 

s t u d i e s t h a t do r e p o r t d i f f e r e n c e s g i r l s a r e c o n s i d e r e d l e s s a f f e c t e d 

than boys ( H i l l e n b r a n d , 1971; Santrock, 1972). One study ( L e s s i n g 

e t a l , 1970) re p o r t e d a s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n between absence and 
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s o c i a l c l a s s . S i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s have been reported from 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s of permanent and temporary absence. The p r e s e n t study 

i s concerned w i t h an attempt to a s s e s s the i n f l u e n c e of FA on 

c o g n i t i v e a b i l i t i e s c o n s i d e r i n g these t h r e e v a r i a b l e s , sex, c l a s s and 

type of absence. 

Returning to the second a r e a of i n t e r e s t mentioned e a r l i e r i n 

t h i s s e c t i o n , t h a t i s , whether FA boys and g i r l s o b t a i n d i f f e r e n t 

p a t t e r n s of s c o r e s from FP boys and g i r l s on c o g n i t i v e t a s k s , s e v e r a l 

s t u d i e s have attempted to i n v e s t i g a t e t h i s . 

There i s much evidence to suggest t h a t , i n the g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n 

there a r e d i f f e r i n g p a t t e r n s of a b i l i t i e s i n boys and g i r l s . For a very 

comprehensive coverage of the l i t e r a t u r e see Maccoby and J a c k l i n (1974). 

I t i s found t h a t g i r l s s c o r e h i g h e r on t e s t of v e r b a l f l u e n c y , language 

usage and r e a d i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r age 11. A l s o i t has been found 

t h a t boys do b e t t e r than g i r l s on t a s k s i n v o l v i n g v i s u a l - s p a t i a l a b i l i t y 

and mathematical a b i l i t y , although i n both c a s e s the d i f f e r e n c e i s not 

c o n s i s t e n t u n t i l a d o l e s c e n c e {Maccoby & J a c k l i n , 1974). A n a l y t i c a l 

a b i l i t y has been seen as an area i n which males perform b e t t e r than 

females ( B i l l e r , 1974). However, having reviewed a l l the a v a i l a b l e 

evidence Maccoby and J a c k l i n suggest t h a t d i f f e r e n c e s , when they do 

appear are due to the nature of the t a s k s used to measure a n a l y t i c a l 

a b i l i t y . D i f f e r e n c e s between the sexes are most o f t e n found when the 

t e s t s used a r e s a i d to measure f i e l d dependence/independence by means 

of a v i s u a l t a s k . Examples of such t a s k s a r e the Rod and Frame T e s t 

and the Embedded F i g u r e s T e s t , Maccoby and J a c k l i n a s s e r t t h a t , i n 

these c a s e s what i s being measured i s v i s u a l - s p a t i a l a b i l i t y and t h a t 
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d i f f e r e n c e s foiand a r e due to males' s u p e r i o r i t y i n t h i s r a t h e r than i n 

a n a l y t i c a l r e a s o n i n g . I n support of t h i s they quote s t u d i e s which 

have measured a n a l y t i c a l r e a s o n i n g without u s i n g t e s t s t h a t have such 

a strong v i s u a l component i n which no d i f f e r e n c e s have been found 

between males and females. 

Research i n t o FA and c o g n i t i v e s t y l e s may, f o r the purpose of 

review be d i v i d e d i n t o two p a r t s . There a r e f i r s t l y s t u d i e s of f i e l d 

dependence/independence and secondly the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of other 

c o g n i t i v e a b i l i t i e s . I n t e r e s t i n the concept of f i e l d dependence/ 

independence emanated o r i g i n a l l y from the G e s t a l t School of Psychology. 

I t r e f e r s to the i n d i v i d u a l ' s a b i l i t y to make judgements about 

a s t i m u l u s independent o f i t s surroundings. Much r e s e a r c h has been 

c a r r i e d out to i n v e s t i g a t e the concept and to attempt to c o r r e l a t e i t 

with other p e r s o n a l i t y • f a c t o r s . However such r e s e a r c h goes beyond 

the scope o f t h i s r e v i e w. I t i s the i n t e n t i o n here to assume, w i t h 

Maccoby and J a c k l i n (1974) t h a t those t e s t s of f i e l d dependence/ 

independence w i t h a high v i s u a l component y i e l d d i f f e r e n c e s between 

males and females because o f d i f f e r e n c e s i n v i s u a l s p a t i a l a b i l i t y . 

Research p r o j e c t s i n v e s t i g a t i n g FA and t h i s concept have, almost 

without e x c e p t i o n used the v i s u a l t a s k s r e f e r r e d to above. The concern 

i n t h i s s e c t i o n i s t o examine whether r e s u l t s have demonstrated t h a t 

FA i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a change i n the u s u a l p a t t e r n t h a t males do 

b e t t e r on such t a s k s than females. 

Sherman and Smith (1967) compared 13 male and seven female orphans 

wi t h 12 males and seven females r e a r e d i n a normal f a m i l y s e t t i n g . 

They d i s c o v e r e d t h a t i n the c o n t r o l group the females were more f i e l d 
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dependent than the males, w h i l s t i n the orphaned group the r e v e r s e 

was t r u e . Sherman and Smith see d i f f e r e n c e s i n f i e l d dependency due 

to f a c t o r s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . They c o n s i d e r t h a t female 

f i e l d dependency i s brought about because of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the 

mother and male f i e l d independence by i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the f a t h e r . 

They suggest t h a t i n the absence of the p a r e n t s t h i s p a t t e r n breaks 

down. However, i f d i f f e r e n c e s found a r e due to d i f f e r e n c e s i n v i s u a l 

s p a t i a l a b i l i t y t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n i s not s a t i s f a c t o r y . Louden (1973) 

i n an unpublished d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n r e p o r t e d by B i l l e r (1974) 

obtained r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t r e s u l t s . He r e p o r t e d t h a t amongst male and 

female c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s , those of both sexes who had experienced FA 

were more f i e l d dependent than FP s t u d e n t s . Another paper by Wohlford 

and Liberman a l s o r e p o r t e d i n B i l l e r (1974) suggested a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n 

f o r younger c h i l d r e n . They s t u d i e d 72 Cuban s c h o o l c h i l d r e n d i v i d e d 

i n t o t h r e e groups. The groups were those who had experienced FA 

before age 6 those who had ex p e r i e n c e d i t a f t e r age 6 and those 

who had not ex p e r i e n c e d FA. They r e p o r t e d t h a t the group e x p e r i e n c i n g 

absence l a t e r were more f i e l d dependent. F i n a l l y a study by B a r c l a y 

and Cusumano (1967) examined boys on l y . They s t u d i e d 40 male 

a d o l e s c e n t s , h a l f white and h a l f who were b l a c k . Within each r a c i a l 

group h a l f the boys were c l a s s i f i e d as FA. They measured performance 

on the Rod and Frame T e s t and found t h a t f o r both white boys and b l a c k 

boys those i n the FA groups were s i g n i f i c a n t l y more f i e l d dependent. 

Thus t h e r e seems t o be some agreement t h a t FA c h i l d r e n o b t a i n 

d i f f e r e n t s c o r e s to FP c h i l d r e n on t e s t s of f i e l d dependence w i t h 

a high v i s u a l s p a t i a l component. However, i t i s not c l e a r whether such 
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d i f f e r e n c e s i n d i c a t e problems i n i d e n t i f i c a t i o n (Sherman & Smith, 

1967), lower l e v e l s of a n a l y t i c a l a b i l i t y or d i f f e r e n c e s i n v i s u a l 

s p a t i a l a b i l i t y . I f , a s has been suggested, the l a s t e x p l a n a t i o n i s 

accepted we may conclude t h a t FA i n boys i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a decrement 

i n an a b i l i t y which they u s u a l l y p o s s e s s t o a g r e a t e r degree than do 

g i r l s . For g i r l s i t i s not c l e a r whether FA r e s u l t s i n an i n c r e a s e or 

decrease i n a b i l i t y . I t would be of i n t e r e s t to e s t a b l i s h what p a t t e r n 

emerges when r e s u l t s of measures s p e c i f i c a l l y designed to i n v e s t i g a t e 

v i s u a l s p a t i a l a b i l i t y a r e examined. 

The f i n a l group of s t u d i e s t h a t w i l l be examined a r e those t h a t 

c o n s i d e r the r e l a t i v e v e r b a l and q u a n t i t a t i v e a b i l i t i e s of those who 

have experienced FA. Of the s i x s t u d i e s t o be examined four used 

c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s as s u b j e c t s . D i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s e w i t h s t u d i e s t h a t 

attempt to r e l a t e d i f f e r e n c e s i n a d u l t s w i t h t h e i r p a s t e x p e r i e n c e s . 

The same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c could be p r e s e n t i n two a d u l t s as a r e s u l t 

of t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t p a s t e x p e r i e n c e s . 

A l t u s (1958) compared 25 male c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s from broken homes 

w i t h 25 stu d e n t s from i n t a c t homes. He found t h a t i n the broken home 

group v e r b a l s c o r e s on the ACE, a c o l l e g e a p t i t u d e t e s t were h i g h e r 

than q u a n t i t a t i v e , w h i l s t i n the FP group the r e v e r s e was the c a s e . 

A l t u s r e p o r t s t h a t i n the experimental group v e r b a l s c o r e s were h i g h e r 

r a t h e r than q u a n t i t a t i v e s c o r e s lower. C a r l s m i t h (1954) i n a s i m i l a r 

study i n v e s t i g a t e d a group of male c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s and a l s o a group 

of male and female high s c h o o l s t u d e n t s and t h e i r performance on the 

S c h o l a s t i c A p t i t u d e T e s t (SAT). F o r the c o l l e g e student study he 

s e l e c t e d 40 s u b j e c t s from a group of 1180 s t u d e n t s . Twenty had 
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experienced FA of a t l e a s t two y e a r s which began before the boy was 

6 months o l d . These were compared wi t h a group of 20 who were 

matched f o r f a t h e r ' s o c c u p a t i o n and e d ucation, p a r e n t ' s m a r i t a l s t a t u s 

and boys' p r e v i o u s academic r e c o r d and who had not been absent from 

t h e i r f a t h e r s . C a r l s m i t h found t h a t i f the p a t t e r n of s c o r e s on the 

SAT was examined then the FA group were found to be s u p e r i o r i n v e r b a l 

a b i l i t y compared to q u a n t i t a t i v e . T h i s was the r e v e r s e of the u s u a l 

p a t t e r n found f o r males. S i m i l a r r e s u l t s were found f o r male high 

school s t u d e n t s who were absent from t h e i r f a t h e r s a t an e a r l y age. 

However when the r e s u l t s o f a group o f males absent from t h e i r f a t h e r s 

l a t e r and f o r s h o r t e r p e r i o d s were examined i t was found that they 

obtained even higher q u a n t i t a t i v e s c o r e s than the FP group and t h a t 

these were hi g h e r than t h e i r v e r b a l s c o r e s . For g i r l s i t was found 

t h a t FA was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i n c r e a s e d v e r b a l a b i l i t y . 

Nelson and Maccoby (1966) obtained s i m i l a r r e s u l t s i n t h e i r 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n of c o l l e g e males. V e r b a l s c o r e s were r e l a t i v e l y h i g h e r 

than q u a n t i t a t i v e i n the FA group. F i n a l l y Landy, Rosenberg and 

Sutton Smith (1969) i n t h e i r study of c o l l e g e women who had 

experienced i n t e r m i t t e n t absence from t h e i r f a t h e r s r e p o r t e d t h a t they 

obtained lower q u a n t i t a t i v e s c o r e s than d i d a c o n t r o l group. 

Two s t u d i e s of younger c h i l d r e n which examine p a t t e r n s of 

a b i l i t i e s e x i s t and these have a l r e a d y been r e f e r r e d t o ( H i l l e n b r a n d , 

1971; L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970). L e s s i n g e t a l r e p o r t e d t h a t FA boys 

obtained lower s c o r e s on a r i t h m e t i c and coding s u b - t e s t s , the l a t t e r 

having a high v i s u a l - s p a t i a l component. However, the v a l i d i t y of 

these r e s u l t s has a l r e a d y been questioned as the s i g n i f i c a n c e l e v e l 
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o f .05 was not s u f f i c i e n t l y c o n s e r v a t i v e g i v e n the data a n a l y s i s 

employed. H i l l e n b r a n d (1971) i n her study of c h i l d r e n from m i l i t a r y 

f a m i l i e s found t h a t f i r s t born FA boys obtained h i g h e r q u a n t i t a t i v e 

s c o r e s compared to FP and l a t e r born boys. 

I t i s apparent t h a t more work needs to be done to examine whether 

FA has an i n f l u e n c e on a b i l i t i e s t h a t a r e p r e s e n t t o d i f f e r e n t degrees 

i n boys and g i r l s . The p r e s e n t study i s concerned w i t h a s s e s s i n g 

wise performance of c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t and 

no absence from the f a t h e r . Sex and s o c i a l c l a s s w i l l a l s o be examined. 

I n t h i s way i t i s the i n t e n t i o n t o look f o r d i f f e r e n t p a t t e r n s i n 

s c o r e s i n an attempt to remove some of the q u e s t i o n marks from e a r l i e r 

r e s u l t s . 

3. Research i n v e s t i g a t i n g p e r s o n a l adjustment 

The t h i r d s e c t i o n of t h i s review has been g i v e n the heading 

r e s e a r c h i n v e s t i g a t i n g p e r s o n a l adjustment. I t i s intended, by the 

use of such a g e n e r a l term, to enable the i n c l u s i o n of r e s e a r c h 

concerned w i t h a number of d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s of c h i l d development. 

Aspects t o be c o n s i d e r e d i n c l u d e p e r s o n a l i t y and emotional development 

as w e l l as the development of d i f f e r e n t p a t t e r n s of behaviour. Such 

a review i s r e l e v a n t to the p r e s e n t study, f o r , i n a d d i t i o n to the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n of i n t e l l e c t u a l performance, the i n c i d e n c e of emotional 

and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n FA c h i l d r e n w i l l a l s o be c o n s i d e r e d . 

Research i n v e s t i g a t i n g the a s s o c i a t i o n between maternal absence 

and the i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems has been examined 

b r i e f l y i n an e a r l i e r s e c t i o n (see p, 9 ) . I t i s n e c e s s a r y to r e s t a t e 
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here a p o i n t t h a t has been made before. That i s t h a t many of the 

s t u d i e s of c h i l d r e n absent from t h e i r mothers were, i n f a c t , absent 

from both p a r e n t s , f o r example i n the ca s e of those c h i l d r e n r e a r e d 

i n i n s t i t u t i o n s , c h i l d r e n were absent from f a t h e r s as w e l l as mothers. 

The assumption t h a t has been made by many i s t h a t the mother i s 

the major and almost e x c l u s i v e l y important f i g u r e f o r the c h i l d . 

However, r e s e a r c h t h a t c o n s i d e r s the r(- evance of the f a t h e r and h i s 

absence t o the p e r s o n a l adjustment of the c h i l d does e x i s t and w i l l 

be c o n s i d e r e d here. 

In the p r e s e n t study sex of the c h i l d , s o c i a l c l a s s and type of 

absence, whether permanent or temporary and i n t e r m i t t e n t are c o n s i d e r e d 

to be important v a r i a b l e s and an examination of the l i t e r a t u r e tends 

to support t h i s view. 

a) S t u d i e s i n v e s t i g a t i n g the a s s o c i a t i o n between FA, moral 

development, a n t i s o c i a l behaviour and delinquency 

A major a r e a of i n t e r e s t has been the a s s o c i a t i o n between FA, 

moral development, a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour and delinquency. A l l t h r e e a r e 

r e l a t e d so t h a t i n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t our study i s concerned w i t h 

c h i l d r e n younger than those normally e x h i b i t i n g d e l i n q u e n t behaviour, 

a l l t h r e e a s p e c t s w i l l be reviewed. 

F i r s t l y , s t u d i e s o f moral development, or the ex t e n t of 

i n t e r n a l i s a t i o n of s o c i e t y ' s v a l u e s , w i l l be examined. A nxamber of 

t h e o r i e s of c h i l d development c o n s i d e r the f a t h e r to be an important 

f i g u r e i n the c h i l d ' s s o c i a l i s a t i o n and a c q u i s i t i o n o f moral v a l u e s , 

Santrock (1975) r e v i e w i n g these t h e o r i e s s t a t e s t h a t i n s p i t e of 

t h e i r d i f f e r e n t f o r m u l a t i o n s t h e o r i e s based on power, d e f e n s i v e and 
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a n a c l i t i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n a r e c o n s i s t e n t i n t h e i r emphasis on the 

importance o f the f a t h e r a s t r a n s m i t t e r of m o r a l i t y . Consequently FA 

i s seen a s a p o t e n t i a l cause of problems i n moral development. 

There a r e two t y p e s of study examining FA and moral development. 

One type l o o k s a t the a b i l i t y of the c h i l d to d e l a y g r a t i f i c a t i o n or 

s a t i s f a c t i o n of an impulse and the o t h e r looks a t moral behaviour and 

moral development more g e n e r a l l y . Those who have s t u d i e d the 

a s s o c i a t i o n between FA and the a b i l i t y t o d e l a y g r a t i f i c a t i o n c o n s i d e r 

t h a t the l a t t e r i s an i n d i c a t o r of adjustment. Mis c h e l (1961) s a y s 

t h a t the i n a b i l i t y t o d e l a y g r a t i f i c a t i o n i s a s s o c i a t e d with immature, 

n e u r o t i c and c r i m i n a l behaviour. He c a r r i e d out an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 

groups of T r i n i d a d i a n and Grenadian boys and g i r l s aged between 8 and 

9 y e a r s , and 11 and 14 y e a r s of age. He examined whether FA was 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the s e l e c t i o n of a s m a l l immediate reward r a t h e r than 

a l a r g e r one to be r e c e i v e d a week l a t e r . M i s c h e l found t h i s t o be 

the case i n the younger group but not the o l d e r . 

Santrock and Wohlford (1970) s t u d i e d the a b i l i t y to d e l a y 

g r a t i f i c a t i o n amongst f i f t h grade American boys. They had three groups 

of s u b j e c t s , w i t h 15 boys i n each group. One group had ex p e r i e n c e d 

FA due to the death of the f a t h e r , one group had experienced absence 

because o f p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e and one group had ex p e r i e n c e d no absence. 

S u b j e c t s were matched f o r age, SES and grade l e v e l . R e s u l t s d i f f e r e d 

a c cording to group, Santrock and Wohlford found an a s s o c i a t i o n between 

opting f o r immediate reward and FA because of p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e , but no 

a s s o c i a t i o n i n the group whose f a t h e r s were dead. The time o f absence 

seemed r e l e v a n t , the a s s o c i a t i o n being more marked i f absence o c c u r r e d 

before the boy was 2 or a f t e r he was 6 y e a r s o f age. 
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Thus d i f f e r e n c e s have been found between FA and FP c h i l d r e n i n 

t h e i r d e c i s i o n to opt f o r delayed or immediate g r a t i f i c a t i o n and t h i s 

seems to be i n f l u e n c e d by age o f onset of absence a s w e l l as the reason 

for t h a t absence. 

Hoffman (1971) c a r r i e d out a more g e n e r a l study of FA and i t s 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h moral development. He suggests t h a t the f a t h e r i s 

important here, f i r s t l y because he i s one of the two most important 

s o c i a l i s i n g agents and secondly because i t i s he, r a t h e r than the 

mother, who i s the t r a n s m i t t e r of s o c i e t y ' s norms and v a l u e s . 

Hoffman's study was o f 25 FA boys and 28 FA g i r l s and a c o n t r o l group, 

a l l matched f o r age, sex and s o c i a l c l a s s . Using information from 

the c h i l d r e n and t h e i r t e a c h e r s he found no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s 

between FA and FP g i r l s , but t h a t FA boys obtained lower s c o r e s on a l l 

h i s measures of moral development. These measures were of g u i l t , 

a s s e s s e d by means of a s e m i - p r o j e c t i v e s t o r y completion technique, 

i n t e r n a l moral judgement a s s e s s e d by a s k i n g the s u b j e c t s to judge 

h y p o t h e t i c a l moral t r a n s g r e s s i o n s , acceptance of blaime and conformity 

to r u l e s and c o n s i d e r a t i o n of o t h e r s both a s s e s s e d by t e a c h e r s r e p o r t s . 

FA boys were a l s o r a t e d by t h e i r t e a c h e r s as e x h i b i t i n g higher o v e r t 

a g g r e s s i o n . 

C o n f l i c t i n g r e s u l t s were obtained by Mumbauer and Gray (1970). 

U n l i k e Hoffman they employed d i r e c t measures of behaviour i n 

a l a b o r a t o r y t a s k . They found no d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP boys 

i n t h e i r a b i l i t y to r e s i s t temptation. 

One study by Santrock (1975) used both i n d i r e c t measures and 

d i r e c t b e h a v i o u r a l o b s e r v a t i o n and found t h a t d i f f e r e n t r e s u l t s were 
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obtained depending on the type of assessment used. He s t u d i e d 120 

lower SES boys, a l l p r e - a d o l e s c e n t s , 60 FA and 60 FP. The FA groups 

were d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e , 20 s u b j e c t s whose p a r e n t s d i v o r c e d before 

the boys were 6 , 20 whose p a r e n t s d i v o r c e d when the boys were aged 

between 6 and 10 y e a r s . Santrock c o n t r o l l e d f or age, s o c i a l c l a s s , fcimily 

s i z e and presence of an o l d e r male s i b l i n g . R e s u l t s demonstrated few 

d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP boys on s e l f r e p o r t or d i r e c t 

o b s e r v a t i o n measures. Teachers r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t FA boys were 

l e s s advanced i n moral development and t h e i r r e p o r t s a l s o i n d i c a t e d 

more s o c i a l d e v iance. Sons of d i v o r c e d women showed more s o c i a l 

deviance a c c o r d i n g to t e a c h e r s , but were more advanced i n moral 

judgements than were sons of widows. Age of onset of absence was not 

a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r . Santrock d i s c u s s e s the f i n d i n g t h a t t e a c h e r 

r e p o r t s a r e the on l y measures t h a t y i e l d s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s and 

puts forward two p o s s i b i l i t i e s . These a r e f i r s t l y t h a t b e h a v i o u r a l 

measures i n the l a b o r a t o r y provide i n f o r m a t i o n only about a f i n e l y 

s p e c i f i e d s i t u a t i o n , whereas t e a c h e r r a t i n g s a r e more g l o b a l and 

based on long term c o n t a c t t h e r e f o r e more a c c u r a t e . The second 

p o s s i b i l i t y i s t h a t t e a c h e r r e p o r t s may be b i a s s e d so t h a t one group 

may be a s s e s s e d d i f f e r e n t l y from another. 

The p r e s e n t study uses r e p o r t s both from p a r e n t s and t e a c h e r s as 

a source of i n f o r m a t i o n about the c h i l d r e n as i t i s f e l t t h a t i n s p i t e 

of the p o s s i b i l i t y o f b i a s , p a r e n t s attempting to p r e s e n t t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n i n the b e s t p o s s i b l e l i g h t and t e a c h e r s being o v e r l y n e g a t i v e 

about a d i s r u p t i v e c h i l d , much u s e f u l data may be obtained from those 

spending a g r e a t d e a l of time w i t h the c h i l d r e n . 
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I t w i l l be argued i n t h i s t h e s i s t h a t i t i s m i s l e a d i n g to attempt 

to examine FA wit h o u t c o n s i d e r i n g the i n f l u e n c e of other v a r i a b l e s , i n 

p a r t i c u l a r type of absence, s o c i a l c l a s s and sex of c h i l d . Support 

i s provided f or t h i s argiiment i n the r e s u l t s of the s t u d i e s d e s c r i b e d 

above. For example, the s t u d i e s by Santrock and Wohlford (1970) 

and Santrock (1975) r e p o r t d i f f e r e n t r e s u l t s depending on whether 

absence was due t o d i v o r c e o r death of the f a t h e r . There ar e , however, 

no s t u d i e s i n v e s t i g a t i n g the moral development of c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence. One study by Hoffman (1971) found t h a t h i s 

r e s u l t s d i f f e r e d a c c o r d i n g to the sex of s u b j e c t s , s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i f f e r e n c e s being demonstrated i n boys but not g i r l s . None of the 

s t u d i e s examined s o c i a l c l a s s . However s o c i a l c l a s s i s a v a r i a b l e 

t h a t has been i n v e s t i g a t e d i n other s t u d i e s to be considered i n 

t h i s s e c t i o n . 

An examination o f the l i t e r a t u r e i n v e s t i g a t i n g a g g r e s s i o n , 

a n t i s o c i a l behaviour and delinquency p r o v i d e s f u r t h e r support f o r the 

need to examine i n t e r v e n i n g v a r i a b l e s . 

R e s u l t s o f s t u d i e s o f the a s s o c i a t i o n between FA and a g g r e s s i o n 

v a r y with the sex and s o c i a l c l a s s of the s u b j e c t s . The f i n d i n g s 

r e l a t i n g to the a s s o c i a t i o n between FA and a g g r e s s i o n have been 

d i s c u s s e d i n an e a r l i e r s e c t i o n (p.42) and so w i l l o n l y be r e f e r r e d to 

b r i e f l y here. None of the s t u d i e s a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d found d i f f e r e n c e s 

i n l e v e l s of a g g r e s s i o n i n FA and FP g i r l s . S t u d i e s of FA boys have 

demonstrated some s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s , although the d i r e c t i o n o f 

these d i f f e r e n c e s d i f f e r s from study to study. S t u d i e s of younger, 

predominantly middle c l a s s boys aged between 3 and 10 y e a r s , and 
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employing d o l l - p l a y techniques and p a r e n t a l r e p o r t s found t h a t FA 

boys obtained lower r a t i n g s o f a g g r e s s i o n than d i d FP boys (Bach, 1946; 

Sears, 1951; P. S. S e a r s e t a l . , 1964; S t o l z , 1954). S t u d i e s of 

o l d e r , predominantly lower SES boys have found higher l e v e l s of 

agg r e s s i o n amongst FA boys compared to FP (Hetherington, 1966; Hoffman, 

1971; McCord, McCord, & Thurber, 1962; Santrock & Wohlford, 1970). 

Santrock and Wohlford a l s o found t h a t type of absence i n f l u e n c e d 

r e s u l t s , boys from homes i n which the p a r e n t s d i v o r c e d having h i g h e r 

l e v e l s of a g g r e s s i o n than boys from homes i n which the f a t h e r had di e d 

or i n which he was p r e s e n t . 

Another study (Smith & Connolly, 1972) employed d i r e c t measures 

of behaviour and examined 40 c h i l d r e n , whose mean age was 3 y e a r s 

and 9 months, i n a n u r s e r y s c h o o l s e t t i n g . Both middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s c h i l d r e n were i n c l u d e d i n t h e i r sample. Approximately 

h a l f the c h i l d r e n i n t h e i r sample were being r e a r e d by mothers who 

were unmarried, s e p a r a t e d or d i v o r c e d . S i g n i f i c a n t l y more a g g r e s s i v e 

behaviours were observed i n boys without f a t h e r s compared to boys with 

f a t h e r s and g i r l s . No i n f o r m a t i o n was provided about the s o c i a l c l a s s 

d i s t r i b u t i o n i n the FA group. However, unmarried mothers were p l a c e d 

i n the lowest SES c a t e g o r y . I t i s t h e r e f o r e p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e r e were 

more c h i l d r e n c l a s s i f i e d as working c l a s s i n the FA group. Another 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n which attempted d i r e c t measurement of a g g r e s s i v e behaviour 

( K e l l e r & Murray, 1973) demonstrated no d i f f e r e n c e s between 6 y e a r o l d 

FA and FP negro boys i n t h e i r tendency to p l a y a g g r e s s i v e l y a f t e r being 

m i l d l y f r u s t r a t e d and being shown a g g r e s s i v e f i l m s . 
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Thus d i f f e r e n c e s i n l e v e l s o f aggression e x h i b i t e d by FA and FP 

boys have been found v a r y i n g as a f u n c t i o n o f s o c i a l c l a s s and type o f 

absence. However, i t i s not p o s s i b l e t o accept these r e s u l t s w i t h o u t 

r e s e r v a t i o n . There i s l i t t l e evidence t h a t i n d i r e c t measures o f 

aggression such as p r o j e c t i v e techniques or s e l f r e p o r t i n v e n t o r i e s 

c o r r e l a t e w i t h the incidence o f aggressive behaviour i n everyday l i f e . 

Reports o f aggressiveness by teachers may be biassed. The two s t u d i e s 

employing d i r e c t measures of aggressive behaviour ( K e l l e r & Murray, 

1973 and Smith & Connolly, 1972) produced c o n f l i c t i n g r e s u l t s . However, 

w h i l s t both employed d i r e c t o bservation o f aggressive behaviour, the 

subjects s t u d i e d were d i f f e r e n t . Also, Smith and Connolly examined 

behaviour i n a s i t u a t i o n t o which t h e i r s u b j e cts were accustomed. 

The procedure employed by K e l l e r and Murray was novel t o the c h i l d r e n 

and c a r r i e d out i n an u n f a m i l i a r s e t t i n g . 

The t h i r d group of s t u d i e s t o be considered i n t h i s s e c t i o n are 

those i n v e s t i g a t i n g delinquency and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour. There are 

two major approaches t o the study o f delinquency, one predominantly 

s o c i o l o g i c a l , the other p s y c h o l o g i c a l . The s o c i o l o g i c a l approach i s 

concerned w i t h the incidence o f delinquency i n d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l groups. 

The p s y c h o l o g i c a l approach i s more concerned w i t h the development of 

delinquency i n the i n d i v i d u a l . Neither approach alone i s enough. I t 

may be p o s s i b l e t o provide a t h e o r e t i c a l e x p l a n a t i o n o f why a p a r t i c u l a r 

e t h n i c or s o c i a l group has a higher incidence o f delinquency than 

another, but i t i s s t i l l necessary t o consider why, w i t h i n t h a t group 

one adolescent becomes de l i n q u e n t and another does not. Studies o f the 

a s s o c i a t i o n between FA and delinquency are predominantly p s y c h o l o g i c a l . 
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Crime s t a t i s t i c s i n d i c a t e t h a t the p r o p o r t i o n o f delinquents i s 

higher i n lower SES groups (Douglas, 1970; Herzog & Sudia, 1970). I t 

i s the case t h a t adolescents i n c e r t a i n groups, f o r example those i n 

e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s and those from poorer neighbourhoods are more l i k e l y 

to be a r r e s t e d and c o n v i c t e d . However, even given t h i s b i a s , the 

evidence supports the view t h a t the incidence o f delinquency i s h i g h e r 

i n the lower SES groups. Thus any study attempting t o i n v e s t i g a t e 

the a s s o c i a t i o n between FA and delinquency needs t o ensure t h a t the 

FA and FP groups are matched f o r s o c i a l c l a s s . However, adequate 

c o n t r o l o f t h i s v a r i a b l e i s d i f f i c u l t t o achieve. 

The major problem t h a t a r i s e s i n the attempt t o c o n t r o l f o r SES 

i s the d i f f i c u l t y o f o b t a i n i n g the cooperation o f a t r u l y matching 

c o n t r o l group. I n f o r m a t i o n about d e l i n q u e n t s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s may 

be obtained from o f f i c i a l records. C o n t r o l groups must f i r s t be 

persuaded t o cooperate and then t o provide accurate i n f o r m a t i o n . This 

problem becomes p a r t i c u l a r l y apparent when attempts are made t o e n l i s t 

the help o f severely disadvantaged f a m i l i e s , f o r these are the l e a s t 

w i l l i n g of a l l t o take p a r t i n research p r o j e c t s . Thus the researcher 

may be forced t o use c o n t r o l s from a less disadvantaged environment, 

not e x a c t l y matching the delinquent group. Herzog and Sudia (1970) 

p o i n t out t h a t w i t h i n a broad SES c l a s s i f i c a t i o n l i k e 'working c l a s s ' 

or 'middle c l a s s ' there are d i f f e r e n c e s . One parent f a m i l i e s tend t o 

be a t the l e a s t prosperous end of a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and t h i s needs t o 

be taken i n t o account when o b t a i n i n g matching c o n t r o l s . 

As most d e l i n q u e n t s come from lower SES homes few studies e x i s t 

t h a t have examined s o c i a l c l a s s as a v a r i a b l e and how i t a f f e c t s the 
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a s s o c i a t i o n between FA and delinquency. Those t h a t have examined 

s o c i a l c l a s s have been those t h a t have s t u d i e d l a r g e groups of 

c h i l d r e n and examined the incidence of delinquency w i t h i n t h e i r sample. 

Douglas (1970) i n a l o n g i t u d i n a l study o f 5362 c h i l d r e n found t h a t 

delinquency i n boys was associated w i t h broken homes, p a r t i c u l a r l y i f 

the cause o f the break was d i v o r c e or separation and i f the break-up 

occurred before the boys were 6 years o l d . Douglas found t h a t 

w h i l s t delinquency was more common i n the working class group than i n 

the middle c l a s s group, i n the case o f the middle class sample where 

the home was broken, delinquency was fou r times as l i k e l y to occur 

compared t o unbroken homes, i n the working class sample i t was on l y 

twice as l i k e l y . I n the m a j o r i t y of cases where the home was broken, 

the c h i l d remained w i t h the mother. Gregory (1965) examined 

i n f o r m a t i o n about 11,329 n i n t h grade school c h i l d r e n and found t h a t , 

whatever the SES o f the boys delinquency r a t e s were higher amongst 

those absent from t h e i r f a t h e r s . I n common w i t h other studies (Andry, 

1960; Glueck & Glueck, 1950) he found t h a t absence of the mother was 

not s i g n i f i c a n t l y r e l a t e d t o a higher r a t e o f delinquency. 

Examining type o f absence as a v a r i a b l e i t i s found t h a t many 

st u d i e s p o i n t t o the existence o f an a s s o c i a t i o n between absence due 

to d i v o r c e or separation and delinquency. Studies by Douglas (1970) 

and Gregory (1965) have already been r e p o r t e d . Another study by 

Gibson (1969), a l o n g i t u d i n a l one of 411 working class boys, found 

t h a t d e s e r t i o n by the f a t h e r was most s t r o n g l y associated w i t h 

delinquency i n those f a m i l i e s w i t h o u t other major s o c i a l handicaps 

such as poor housing. McCord, McCord and Thurber (1962) reported 
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t h a t FA due to d i v o r c e or separation was associated w i t h higher r a t e s 

of delinquency, p a r t i c u l a r l y i f absence occurred a f t e r the boy was 6 

years o l d . Studies by Tuckman and Regan (1966), Russell (1957) and 

Wardle (1961) reported a higher incidence of a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour such 

as l y i n g and s t e a l i n g amongst c h i l d r e n from broken homes. S i m i l a r 

r e s u l t s have been re p o r t e d by a number of other researchers (Anderson, 

1968; Bruce, 1970; Gibson, 1969; Glueck & Glueck, 1950; Monahan, 1957). 

However, a problem occurs i n the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the f i n d i n g s o f 

these s t u d i e s . Rutter (1971) p o i n t s out t h a t an a s s o c i a t i o n between 

a broken home, absence of the f a t h e r and delinquency does not i n d i c a t e 

whether the c r u c i a l f a c t o r i s the break and absence or the d i s r u p t i o n 

preceding the break. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t f a m i l y d i s c o r d before the 

break occurs i s more c r u c i a l . 

Studies e x i s t t h a t demonstrate t h a t even when the home i s not 

broken, p a r e n t a l d i s c o r d i s associated w i t h a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour 

(Craig & G l i c k , 1965; McCord & McCord, 1959; T a i t & Hodges, 1962). 

Both McCord and McCord (1959) and Rutter (1971) found t h a t 

delinquency r a t e s i n unhappy unbroken homes were higher than i n s t a b l e 

broken ones. Further evidence i s provided by the study o f McCord, 

McCord and Thurber (1962) who found t h a t the l a t e r the break occurred, 

the more l i k e l y was i t t o be associated w i t h delinquency. A s i m i l a r 

f i n d i n g i s reported by Anderson (1968) who compared 58 negro and 

58 white boys admitted t o the U.S. N a t i o n a l T r a i n i n g School, w i t h 

a c o n t r o l group. He found t h a t absence of the f a t h e r a f t e r age 4 years 

was more common i n the t r a i n i n g school group than i n the c o n t r o l s , 

and p a r t i c u l a r l y i f absence occurred a f t e r the boys were 12 years 
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o l d , Hersov (1960) found t h a t f a t h e r absence a f t e r age 5 was 

associated w i t h higher r a t e s o f truancy than was found i n those who 

had not experienced such absence. A p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h i s 

might be t h a t the o l d e r the boy a t the time of the break the longer 

the f a t h e r has been present i n the home as a source o f c o n f l i c t . I t 

may be the pre-separation c o n f l i c t t h a t i s the more important f a c t o r . 

C o n t r a d i c t o r y r e s u l t s have been reported by Douglas (1970) and Grygier 

e t a l (1969). I n both s t u d i e s i t was found t o be absence before age 5 

t h a t was most important. 

However, f u r t h e r support may be found f o r the view t h a t c o n f l i c t 

preceding the break, r a t h e r than absence, i s most important from 

studies o f the father-son r e l a t i o n s h i p , Grygier e t a l (1969) using 

behavioural measures, case h i s t o r i e s and p e r s o n a l i t y t e s t s , found 

t h a t f o r d e l i n q u e n t boys a f a u l t y image of the f a t h e r was as imp o r t a n t 

as h i s absence. By f a u l t image Grygier e t a l meant an image o f the 

f a t h e r as i n e f f e c t i v e and passive. Bruce (1970) found t h a t d e l i n q u e n t 

boys were more l i k e l y t o r e p o r t t e n s i o n between themselves and t h e i r 

f a t h e r s than were a c o n t r o l group, although the t e n s i o n may have 

r e s u l t e d from the delinquency r a t h e r than preceding i t . F i n a l l y Andry 

(1960) reported t h a t d e l i n q u e n t boys were more l i k e l y t o view t h e i r 

f a t h e r s as c o l d and d i s t a n t and less l o v i n g than were non-delinquent 

boys. 

Although absence due t o d i v o r c e or separation has been most o f t e n 

associated w i t h delinquency and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour there are f i n d i n g s 

t h a t i n d i c a t e t h a t other types o f absence may a l s o be important. 

Gregory (1965), w h i l s t s t a t i n g t h a t the incidence o f delinquency i n boys 
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from broken homes was higher than i n boys whose f a t h e r s were dead, 

nevertheless, the incidence i n the l a t t e r case was higher than i n 

boys from i n t a c t homes. L i t t l e (1965) found t h a t o f 500 B o r s t a l 

inmates admitted i n 1958, 214 had experienced FA and o f these 99 had 

also experienced absence o f the mother. The most common reason f o r 

FA was War s e r v i c e . However, L i t t l e d i d not compare h i s group w i t h 

any c o n t r o l s so i t i s impossible t o say whether t h i s p a t t e r n was 

c i n y d i f f e r e n t from absence i n the general p o p u l a t i o n . One piece o f 

research r e p o r t i n g f i n d i n g s c o n t r a d i c t o r y t o t h i s was c a r r i e d out by 

Tuckman and Regan (1966). They i n v e s t i g a t e d 1767 c h i l d r e n diagnosed 

as having behaviour problems and found t h a t f o r boys a higher 

incidence o f a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour was found i n those from homes broken 

by divorce or s e p a r a t i o n . A higher incidence o f a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour 

was not found i n boys whose f a t h e r s had d i e d . 

I t has been suggested t h a t the e x t e n t o f the a s s o c i a t i o n between 

broken homes and delinquency has been overestimated as i t i s p o s s i b l e 

t h a t c h i l d r e n from broken homes are more l i k e l y t o be brought t o c o u r t 

and i f t r i e d , c o n v i c t e d than are c h i l d r e n from i n t a c t homes ( C i c o u r e l , 

1968; Shaw & McKay, 1932; Tappan, 1949). I t has a l s o been asserted 

t h a t , i n America a t l e a s t , black adolescents are more vuln e r a b l e t o 

a r r e s t and c o n v i c t i o n , and the p r o p o r t i o n o f broken homes i s higher 

i n t h i s group. 

Turning now t o sex d i f f e r e n c e s i n r e s u l t s , i t i s the case t h a t 

the number of s t u d i e s t h a t i n v e s t i g a t e the a s s o c i a t i o n between FA and 

delinquency i n g i r l s i s s m a l l , as a l s o i s the p r o p o r t i o n o f female 

delinquents t o male. Studies t h a t have reported r e s u l t s f o r females 
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i n most cases have found a s s o c i a t i o n s between FA and delinquency 

and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour i n females. One study i n v e s t i g a t i n g females 

only ( K o l l e r , 1971) r e p o r t e d t h a t , compared t o non-delinquents, female 

delinquents were more l i k e l y t o have experienced FA. Also, compared 

t o the general p o p u l a t i o n the reason f o r the absence was more o f t e n 

d i v o r c e , Hersov (1960) reported t h a t females from homes i n which 

f a t h e r s were absent were more l i k e l y t o t r u a n t than were females from 

i n t a c t homes. Both Russell (1957) and Tuckman and Regan (1966) 

reported t h a t c h i l d r e n from broken homes were more l i k e l y t o e x h i b i t 

a n t i s o c i a l behaviour and they included both males and females i n t h e i r 

sample. However, w i t h o u t a n a l y s i s of r e s u l t s separately by sex i t i s 

not p o s s i b l e t o say t o what e x t e n t these r e s u l t s r e f e r r e d to males 

and t o what e x t e n t females. Douglas (1970) reported a higher r a t e o f 

i l l e g i t i m a t e b i r t h s amongst g i r l s from homes broken by divorce or 

separation. C o n t r a d i c t o r y r e s u l t s are r e p o r t e d i n connection w i t h 

the importance of age o f onset of absence. Douglas (1970) suggests 

absence before age f i v e i s c r i t i c a l , w h i l s t Hersov says t h a t absence 

a f t e r age f i v e i s most important. 

Two s t u d i e s those of Gregory (1965) and Grygier e t a l (1969) 

obtained d i f f e r e n t r e s u l t s from those mentioned above, Gregory found 

t h a t absence o f the mother was most l i k e l y t o be associated w i t h 

a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour i n g i r l s , the incidence being h i g h e s t when homes 

were broken by d i v o r c e or separation and the g i r l s remained w i t h t h e i r 

f a t h e r s . Grygier e t a l (1969) could f i n d no a s s o c i a t i o n between the 

incidence o f delinquency and FA i n g i r l s . 
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I n any di s c u s s i o n of female delinquency i t should be st a t e d 

t h a t the reasons f o r females being brought t o the a t t e n t i o n o f the 

courts tend t o be d i f f e r e n t from those f o r males. For example i n 

Ro l l e r ' s (1971) study 44% o f her delinquent females were admitted t o 

a t r a i n i n g school f o r being 'exposed t o moral danger', 39% f o r being 

' u n c o n t r o l l a b l e * , a smaller percentage f o r being pregnant and only 

12% f o r s t e a l i n g . Male delinquency seems t o be centered much more on 

a n t i s o c i a l acts such as s t e a l i n g and v i o l e n c e . Therefore r e s u l t s f o r 

males and females are not d i r e c t l y comparable when using delinquency 

as a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f su b j e c t s . 

Some f i n d i n g s r e l a t i n g t o home environment have already been 

discussed. These are existence of c o n f l i c t i n the home and the nature 

of the f a t h e r - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p . Studies have been c a r r i e d o ut t o 

examine ot h e r v a r i a b l e s . For example Hersov (1960) (see p.74) r e p o r t e d 

t h a t truancy was not only associated w i t h absence o f the f a t h e r but 

als o w i t h lack o f c o n s i s t e n t p a r e n t a l d i s c i p l i n e . Herzog and Sudia (1970) 

p o i n t t o the importance o f the c h i l d ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the mother 

and the amount o f s u p e r v i s i o n given by her. They quote the study 

by Glueck and Glueck (1962) i n which i t was found t h a t 95% of the 

deli n q u e n t group compared t o 34% o f the c o n t r o l group were found t o 

have been exposed t o 'unsuitable d i s c i p l i n e ' from t h e i r mothers. 

Also 64% o f the del i n q u e n t group compared t o 13% o f c o n t r o l s were not 

considered t o be adequately supervised by t h e i r mothers. Another study 

by Toby (1957) a l s o p o i n t s t o the importance of lack o f supe r v i s i o n of 

the c h i l d . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t environmental f a c t o r s such as these, 

which themselves may be associated w i t h the absence o f the f a t h e r may 

be more impo r t a n t than f a t h e r absence i t s e l f . 
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The present study i s concerned, i n p a r t w i t h an examination o f 

the existence o f a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour i n c h i l d r e n , both male and 

female, from two d i f f e r e n t SES groups experiencing permanent, 

i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence o f the f a t h e r . I t w i l l be o f i n t e r e s t t o 

examine whether the incidence o f such behaviour d i f f e r s according 

t o the type o f absence. D i f f e r e n t types o f absence w i l l a f f e c t the 

c h i l d ' s environment i n d i f f e r e n t ways and such a f i n d i n g would lend 

support t o the view t h a t i t i s not absence, but r a t h e r the 

circumstance surrounding the absence t h a t are important, 

b) Other research i n v e s t i g a t i n g personal adjustment 

Throughout t h i s review the attempt has been made t o c l a s s i f y 

s t udies o f FA according t o the aspect o f c h i l d development w i t h which 

they are concerned. However, when the s t u d i e s t o be included i n t h i s 

f i n a l s e c t i o n are examined i t i s apparent t h a t t o attempt such 

a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n here would be impossible. The reason f o r t h i s i s t h a t 

few i n v e s t i g a t i o n s have considered the same types o f behavioural and 

emotional problems, and even those t h a t are, o s t e n s i b l y examining the 

same problem use d i f f e r e n t means o f assessment, thus r a i s i n g doubts 

about t h e i r c o m p a r a b i l i t y . Therefore s t u d i e s w i l l be c l a s s i f i e d i n 

terms of the v a r i a b l e s of i n t e r e s t i n the present i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

D i f ferences i n the incidence o f be h a v i o u r a l and emotional problems 

w i l l be examined i n terms of d i f f e r e n c e s i n type of absence, sex o f 

c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s . Few s t u d i e s e x i s t t h a t s p e c i f i c a l l y look a t 

sex d i f f e r e n c e s and none could be found t h a t considered s o c i a l c l a s s 

as v a r i a b l e although some d i d c o n t r o l f o r t h i s f a c t o r . 
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F i r s t l y s t u d i e s examining d i f f e r e n t types o f FA w i l l be 

considered. Emphasis w i l l be on those examining permanent absence due 

t o p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e or separ a t i o n and those examining temporary absence 

a r i s i n g because of the f a t h e r ' s occupation, i n p a r t i c u l a r temporary 

absence o c c u r r i n g as a r e s u l t o f m i l i t a r y occupations. 

When considering those s t u d i e s t h a t have i n v e s t i g a t e d FA due t o 

p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e i t i s important t o remember the p o i n t made e a r l i e r 

when f i n d i n g s about delinquency and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour were 

discussed. That i s t h a t d i v o r c e o f the parents does not simply mean 

absence o f one of those parents, u s u a l l y the f a t h e r , t o the c h i l d . 

Events preceding the d i v o r c e , . f o r example m a r i t a l c o n f l i c t may have 

exerted considerable i n f l u e n c e on the c h i l d , and indeed may be more 

s i g n i f i c a n t determinants o f problems than the absence t h a t f o l l o w s . 

I n f a c t absence o f one o f the p a r t i e s may r e s u l t i n a more st a b l e 

environment f o r the c h i l d . Thus, t o a t t r i b u t e d i f f e r e n c e s i n the 

incidence of problems between c h i l d r e n from i n t a c t homes and those 

from homes i n which the parents are divorced t o absence per se i s t o 

s i m p l i f y the s i t u a t i o n . 

Examining research other than t h a t i n v e s t i g a t i n g a n t i s o c i a l 

behaviour and delinquency we f i n d t h a t d i v o r c e i s associated w i t h 

a higher incidence o f emotional and behavioural problems. Some stu d i e s 

have looked a t c h i l d r e n from broken homes w i t h o u t considering FA 

s p e c i f i c a l l y and d i f f e r e n c e s between them and c h i l d r e n from i n t a c t 

homes have been reported. 
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A Study by Koch (1961) examined 22 c h i l d r e n , 11 from homes broken 

by divorce, e i g h t boys and three g i r l s , and 11 from i n t a c t homes, 

seven boys and fou r g i r l s . The c h i l d r e n were matched f o r i n t e l l i g e n c e 

and c h r o n o l o g i c a l age, the mean age being 57.4 months. Koch found t h a t 

the experimental group e x h i b i t e d g r e a t e r anxiety i n t h e i r responses t o 

p r o j e c t i v e t e s t s . No d i f f e r e n c e s were found between the two groups 

i n the incidence o f problems o f e a t i n g , s l eeping, t o i l e t i n g , excess 

f e a r s , nor home harmony. That i s , no d i f f e r e n c e s were found i n 

reported behaviour, only i n responses t o a p r o j e c t i v e t e s t . Without 

evidence t h a t such d i f f e r e n c e s i n responses are associated w i t h 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f d i f f i c u l t i e s o u t s i d e the t e s t i n g s i t u a t i o n , they 

associated w i t h m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f d i f f i c u l t i e s o u t s i d e the t e s t i n g 

s i t u a t i o n , they cannot be considered t o be o f much relevance. Caplan 

and Douglas (1969) compared 71 c h i l d r e n , 41 males and 30 females aged 

between 5 and 16 years (mean age 11,5) diagnosed as depressive, 

w i t h another group o f 135 males and 50 females i n the same age group 

(mean age 10.6) diagnosed as having o t h e r types o f problems. Case 

h i s t o r i e s were examined t o determine the incidence o f p a r e n t a l l o s s 

i n the two groups. They found a s i g n i f i c a n t l y higher incidence o f 

pa r e n t a l l o s s o f s i x months or more before the c h i l d r e n were 8 

years o l d i n the depressed group. The sex o f the parent l o s t was 

not a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r , but the h i g h e s t incidence was i n the group 

who has been placed i n a f o s t e r home f o r a t l e a s t s i x months a f t e r 
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the l o s s . This f i n d i n g seems t o suggest t h a t i t i s not absence 

i t s e l f of e i t h e r parent t h a t i s most s i g n i f i c a n t , but t h a t the gr e a t e r 

the general d i s r u p t i o n t o the c h i l d ' s l i f e the gr e a t e r was the 

incidence o f depression. 

A f u r t h e r study by McDermott (1968) examined the immediate e f f e c t s 

of divorce on 16 nursery school c h i l d r e n aged between 3 and 5 

years. The study was l i m i t e d as the r e was no c o n t r o l group, the number 

of c h i l d r e n was small and l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n about the fa m i l y was 

obtained. However, the f i n d i n g s are o f i n t e r e s t because they seem t o 

i n d i c a t e t h a t a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f c h i l d r e n experiencing such 

d i s r u p t i o n are d i s t u r b e d by i t a t the time. Ten o f the 16 demonstrated 

acute behaviour changes and i n another three some d i f f i c u l t y was 

experienced. As many c h i l d r e n are brought up s u c c e s s f u l l y w i t h no 

apparent long term e f f e c t s a f t e r d i v o r c e , i t would appear t h a t they 

recover from these setbacks. Therefore i t i s important t o examine not 

j u s t immediate e f f e c t s o f d i s r u p t i o n , but a l s o long term e f f e c t s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y McDermott d i d not c a r r y out any foll o w - u p s t u d i e s . 

Burchinal (1964) found no d i f f e r e n c e s i n p e r s o n a l i t y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

between male and female adolescents from broken and i n t a c t homes and 

both Rutter, Graham and Yule (1970) and Rutter, T i z a r d and Whitmore (1970) 

could f i n d no a s s o c i a t i o n between a broken home and childhood neurosis. 

Thus w h i l s t s t u d i e s o f c h i l d r e n from homes broken by div o r c e have 

poi n t e d t o an a s s o c i a t i o n between such a d i s r u p t i o n and the incidence 

o f a n t i s o c i a l d i s o r d e r s , the a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h other types of problem 

i s much less c l e a r l y marked. 
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Turning now t o these s t u d i e s t h a t have concerned themselves more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h absence o f the f a t h e r a s i m i l a r p i c t u r e emerges. 

When d i f f e r e n c e s between those groups experiencing FA due t o d i v o r c e 

and those whose f a t h e r s are present do appear they are again not very 

marked. For example Hetherington (1972) c a r r i e d out a complex study o f 

three groups o f lower SES and lower middle class g i r l s aged between 

13 years and 17 years. The three groups were made up of g i r l s w i t h 

f a t h e r s present i n the home, g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were absent because 

of divorce and g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were dead. Hetherington measured 

a number of t h i n g s i n c l u d i n g aspects of the g i r l s * p e r s o n a l i t y and 

adjustment. No d i f f e r e n c e s were found between the three groups on 

these measures which included measures of a n x i e t y and i n t e r n a l -

e x t e r n a l c o n t r o l . Hersov (1960) w h i l s t r e p o r t i n g d i f f e r e n c e s between 

FA and FP c h i l d r e n i n the incidence of truancy (see p.74) considered 

t o be a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour, found no d i f f e r e n c e s between the two 

groups i n the incidence of school r e f u s a l , considered t o be 

a m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f neurosis. Another study, Steinberg (1974) 

i n v e s t i g a t e d 320 FP and 90 FA aged e i t h e r 10 years or 14 years. 

Subjects were e q u a l l y d i v i d e d by age, sex, race (black and w h i t e ) . 

No s i g n i f i c a n t r e l a t i o n s h i p s were found between FA and measures of 

aggression, a n x i e t y and i n t e r - p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

Two s t u d i e s t h a t d i d r e p o r t d i f f e r e n c e s between FA and FP 

c h i l d r e n were o f c h i l d r e n from low SES f a m i l i e s . Hartnagel (1970) 

compared the s e l f concepts o f FA and FP white and black low SES 

adolescent boys. S e l f conception was measured using the semantic 

d i f f e r e n t i a l . Subjects were asked t o describe themselves as they were 
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and as they should be i n terms o f p a i r s o f a d j e c t i v e s (eg. good/bad) 

using a seven p o i n t scale. D i f f e r e n c e s were found between the groups 

and there was an i n t e r a c t i o n between race and f a t h e r a v a i l a b i l i t y . 

Discrepancies between a c t u a l and normative self-concept on a f a c t o r 

described as sel f - p o t e n c y were s i g n i f i c a n t l y higher i n white FA groups 

compared t o black FA. However, no d i f f e r e n c e s were found due t o 

absence as a main e f f e c t nor race as a main e f f e c t . Self potency i s 

described as a f a c t o r concerned w i t h p e r c e p t i o n of oneself as 

powerful, s t r o n g e t c . Discrepancies between what subjects perceive 

themselves t o be and what they ought t o be are seen by Hartnagel as 

i n d i c a t i v e o f an adjustment problem. However, w i t h o u t a s i g n i f i c a n t 

f i n d i n g of absence as a main or i n t e r a c t i o n e f f e c t i t i s d i f f i c u l t 

t o i d e n t i f y how FA i s r e l a t e d t o t h i s . 

F i n a l l y , a study by Lecorgne and Laosa (1976) o f c h i l d r e n from 

low income Mexican-American f a m i l i e s r e p o r t e d t h a t FA boys obtained 

lower scores than FP c h i l d r e n and FA g i r l s on a teacher r a t i n g of 

personal adjustment. FA boys were seen as e x h i b i t i n g more s o c i a l 

and emotional maladjustment. 

Some s t u d i e s p o i n t t o the importance of v a r i a b l e s other than 

absence, which would provide support f o r the p o i n t made e a r l i e r , 

t h a t absence alone i s not c r u c i a l . For example Russell (1957) found 

t h a t the inciden c e o f behaviour problems was higher when there was 

a s t e p - f a t h e r i n the home and Wylie and Delgado (1959) i n a c l i n i c a l 

study o f 20 FA boys p o i n t t o the importance o f the mother-child 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . Mothers i n t h e i r group were found t o be uncooperative 

i n treatment programmes f o r t h e i r d i s t u r b e d sons and t r e a t e d the sons 
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l i k e t h e i r former husbands i n terms of t h e i r dependency on them and 

the h o s t i l i t y they showed them. 

Thus an examination o f the research i n v e s t i g a t i n g the a s s o c i a t i o n 

between FA due t o divorce and problems of adjustment o t h e r than those 

l a b e l l e d a n t i - s o c i a l reveals no marked r e l a t i o n s h i p between absence and 

such problems. 

I f we now t u r n t o s t u d i e s o f c h i l d r e n experiencing i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence due t o the f a t h e r ' s occupation, again the importance o f 

i n t e r v e n i n g v a r i a b l e s o t h e r than the absence i t s e l f i s apparent. Some 

of these s t u d i e s have already been r e f e r r e d t o so w i l l o nly be 

mentioned b r i e f l y here, S t o l z (1954) reported t h a t the FA c h i l d r e n 

i n her study e x h i b i t e d more f e a r s and a n x i e t y than d i d the FP group. 

Also the FA group demonstrated poorer peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s , a f i n d i n g 

also r e p o r t e d by T i l l e r (1958). S t o l z considers, however t h a t i t i s 

problems w i t h the f a t h e r , now r e t u r n e d t o the home, and h i s 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the c h i l d r e n t h a t i s most s i g n i f i c a n t here, r a t h e r 

than h i s absence. 

I n s t u d i e s o f B r i t i s h c h i l d r e n o f naval personnel Matthews (1969 

and personal communication, 1972) reported t h a t naval c h i l d r e n 

e x h i b i t e d higher r a t e s o f a t t e n t i o n seeking behaviour, i n a t t e n t i v e n e s s 

a t school and unhappiness and depression than d i d non-naval c h i l d r e n . 

The incidence o f bed-wetting, however was lower i n the naval group. 

Matthews emphasises the d i f f i c u l t i e s surrounding the absence t h a t have 

t o be coped w i t h r a t h e r than the absence per se. These d i f f i c u l t i e s 

are due t o problems associated w i t h m o b i l i t y , such as housing problems, 

problems of i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o new neighbourhoods, and problems 
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associated w i t h frequent changes of school. Also d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s e 

because of the e f f e c t o f separation on the mother. Matthews r e p o r t s 

t h a t the mothers o f naval c h i l d r e n were more depressed and found 

coping w i t h l i f e more d i f f i c u l t than d i d the mothers of non-naval 

c h i l d r e n . 

Gabower (1960) examined a group of naval c h i l d r e n , e i g h t boys and 

seven g i r l s between the ages o f 3 years and 17 years who had been 

r e f e r r e d t o a p s y c h i a t r i c h o s p i t a l because o f behaviour problems. These 

c h i l d r e n were compajred t o a c o n t r o l group of naval c h i l d r e n matched f o r 

age and sex, but m a n i f e s t i n g no serious problem. She examined 

d i f f e r e n c e s between the two groups and found t h a t parents i n the 

problem group were less a c t i v e i n a s s i s t i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n w i t h coping 

w i t h the m o b i l i t y and the problems i t e n t a i l e d . Also t h a t parents 

i n the problem group used i n f r e q u e n t but severe p h y s i c a l punishment 

but t h a t those i n the c o n t r o l group d i d not. F i n a l l y the problem 

f a m i l i e s had poorer p h y s i c a l h e a l t h , e x h i b i t e d inadequate management 

of money, more c o n f l i c t between parents i n t h e i r d ealing w i t h the 

c h i l d r e n and more general c o n f l i c t s than d i d parents i n the c o n t r o l 

group. 

A s i m i l a r study by Pedersen (1966) compared 30 male m i l i t a r y 

dependents aged between 11 and 15 years who had been r e f e r r e d t o an 

o u t p a t i e n t p s y c h i a t r i c c l i n i c f o r a v a r i e t y o f emotional and 

behavioural problems w i t h a c o n t r o l group o f 30 males matched f o r 

f a t h e r s ' occupation, SES, s i b l i n g p o s i t i o n and maternal and p a t e r n a l 

age who had not been r e f e r r e d t o a c l i n i c . The boys were a l l assessed 

using a s e l f - r e p o r t scale, Rogers' Test o f P e r s o n a l i t y Adjustment. 
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Parents of the boys were a s s e s s e d u s i n g the MMPI. R e s u l t s i n d i c a t e d 

t h a t t h e r e was no d i f f e r e n c e between the two groups i n the e x t e n t o f 

f a t h e r absence. P o s i t i v e c o r r e l a t i o n s were obtained between l e n g t h 

of f a t h e r absence and maladjustment sc o r e on the p e r s o n a l i t y s c a l e i n 

the d i s t u r b e d group. Negative c o r r e l a t i o n s were obtained between 

s c o r e s on the s c a l e and length of absence i n the c o n t r o l group. 

Examination of the MMPI s c o r e s obtained by the p a r e n t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t 

mothers of the boys i n the d i s t u r b e d group were themselves more 

d i s t u r b e d , as demonstrated by t h e i r s c o r e s on the invento r y , than were 

mothers of boys i n the c o n t r o l group. No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e was 

found between the MMPI s c o r e s obtained by f a t h e r s i n the two groups. 

Pedersen suggested t h a t the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the length of f a t h e r 

absence and maladjustment s c o r e found i n the d i s t u r b e d group might be 

ex p l a i n e d by the f a c t t h a t i f the f a t h e r i s a t home he can a c t as 

a b u f f e r between the c h i l d and a d i s t u r b e d mother. 

Thus i t appears t h a t whether FA be permanent or i n t e r m i t t e n t , no 

strong a s s o c i a t i o n between such absence and problems of adjustment may 

be i d e n t i f i e d . When such an a s s o c i a t i o n does appear, the importance 

of o t her v a r i a b l e s accompanying the absence must be consid e r e d . 

Few s t u d i e s examine sex d i f f e r e n c e s and FA i n the i n c i d e n c e o f 

problems of adjustment. T h i s i s the c a s e i n s p i t e o f the f a c t t h a t 

s t u d i e s of FA concerned w i t h other a s p e c t s of development have 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t boys a r e more a f f e c t e d by absence than are females. 

S t u d i e s t h a t examine sex d i f f e r e n c e s do r e p o r t s i m i l a r r e s u l t s 

(Hersov, 1960; LeCorgne & Laosa, 1976; S t o l z , 1954). That i s boys 

are more a f f e c t e d by FA than a r e females. 
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No s t u d i e s examining s o c i a l c l a s s as a v a r i a b l e i n the attempt 

to d e t e c t a s s o c i a t i o n s between FA and f a c t o r s o f adjustment other than 

a n t i s o c i a l d i s o r d e r s and delinquency c o u l d be found. T h i s , i n s p i t e 

of the f i n d i n g t h a t c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s do appear i n s t u d i e s of 

delinquency and a n t i s o c i a l behaviour as w e l l as i n other areas of 

c h i l d development. Most s t u d i e s match s u b j e c t s f o r SES r a t h e r than 

examine i t s e p a r a t e l y (Caplan & Douglas, 1969; Hartnagel, 1970; 

Hetherington, 1972; Pedersen, 1966; S t e i n b e r g , 1974; S t o l z , 1964). 

Others do not take s o c i a l c l a s s i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n a t a l l (Gabower, 

1960; Koch, 1961; McDermott, 1968; R u s s e l l , 1957; T r u n n e l l , 1968; 

Wylie & Delgado, 1959). 

I t has been s t a t e d many times i n t h i s review t h a t , r e g a r d l e s s of 

the a s p e c t of development t h a t i s s t u d i e d , t h e r e has been inadequate 

c o n t r o l and examination of important v a r i a b l e s and l a c k of agreement 

i n r e s u l t s obtained. To some e x t e n t , indeed the l a t t e r may be 

a d i r e c t r e s u l t of the former. 

I n c r e a s i n g l y the inadequacy of attempting to i s o l a t e one v a r i a b l e 

i n a c h i l d ' s environment as the cause o f a s p e c i f i c outcome i s being 

reco g n i s e d ( C l a r k e & C l a r k e , 1976; R u t t e r , 1972). The study t h a t 

w i l l be d e s c r i b e d i n the pages t h a t f o l l o w i s designed to examine FA 

attempting to take account of the i n f l u e n c e of t h r e e o t h er important 

v a r i a b l e s , type of absence, sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s . I n 

a d d i t i o n two o t h e r v a r i a b l e s t h a t may a f f e c t r e s u l t s , d u r a t i o n of 

f a t h e r absence and f a m i l y s i z e w i l l be c o n t r o l l e d . The question to be 

asked i s whether, g i v e n the c o n t r o l s employed i n t h i s study, f a t h e r 

absence w i l l be found t o be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d e f i c i t s i n c o g n i t i v e 

a b i l i t i e s and problems i n p e r s o n a l adjustment. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF FATHER ABSENCE ON THE 

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT AND INCIDENCE OF EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIOURAL 

PROBLEMS IN CHILDREN AGED BET17EEN FIVE AND SEVEN YEARS 

INTRODUCTION 

An i n v e s t i g a t i o n was c a r r i e d out to examine the c o g n i t i v e 

development and i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g two types of f a t h e r absence, permanent and 

i n t e r m i t t e n t . These c h i l d r e n were compared wi t h a group of c h i l d r e n 

who had never e x p e r i e n c e d f a t h e r absence. C h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

permanent f a t h e r absence were drawn from f a m i l i e s i n which the p a r e n t s 

were d i v o r c e d and c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence were drawn 

from f a m i l i e s i n which the f a t h e r was a s e r v i n g member of the Royal 

Navy. 

D i f f e r e n t types o f absence have d i f f e r e n t meanings for the c h i l d . 

Absence as a r e s u l t o f d i v o r c e i s a q u a l i t a t i v e l y d i f f e r e n t e x p e r i e n c e 

from absence due t o the f a t h e r ' s o c c u p a t i o n . Marriages t h a t end i n 

d i v o r c e a r e most o f t e n c h a r a c t e r i s e d by d i s c o r d and unhappiness before 

the a c t u a l break-up o c c u r s . A c h i l d of such a marriage may e x p e r i e n c e 

s t r e s s e s and s t r a i n s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h i s d i s c o r d before the f a t h e r i s 

absent ( R u t t e r , 1971) . A f t e r the d i v o r c e the c h i l d may be used as 

a weapon i n the c o n t i n u i n g c o n f l i c t between the p a r e n t s . Even i f the 

c h i l d i s not used i n t h i s way, absence of the f a t h e r from the home i s 
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permanent and c o n t a c t w i t h him i s t r a n s i t o r y , a f a c t o r t h a t might l e a d 

to problems i n the f a t h e r - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

When absence i s due to the occupation of the f a t h e r the s i t u a t i o n 

f o r the c h i l d i s d i f f e r e n t . Although s e p a r a t i o n may cause d i f f i c u l t i e s 

between the husband and the w i f e , and may be d i s t r e s s i n g for the c h i l d 

(/•latthews, 1969) the f a t h e r i s , i n most c a s e s s t i l l c o nsidered t o be 

a member of the household, VJith money from the husband coming i n t o the 

home the w i f e does not have the f i n a n c i a l problems faced by the s i n g l e 

parent (Brandwein e t a l , 1974). T h e r e f o r e , w h i l s t i n both types o f 

absence c o n t a c t w i t h the f a t h e r i s l i m i t e d , the accompanying s t r e s s i s 

g r e a t e r when the husband and w i f e have been d i v o r c e d and are 

consequently permanently s e p a r a t e d . 

The c i t y i n which the study was c a r r i e d out provided an i d e a l 

s e t t i n g . I t housed a Royal Naval base and a l a r g e proportion of i t s 

i n h a b i t a n t s were Naval p e r s o n n e l and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . A l s o , i n common 

with o t h e r l a r g e c i t i e s , t h e r e were a number of s i n g l e parent f a m i l i e s 

i n which c h i l d r e n were being r e a r e d by t h e i r mothers alone. Thus i t 

was p o s s i b l e to f i n d c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g both permanent and 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r . Absence here was d e f i n e d as l a s t i n g 

a t l e a s t a y e a r before the c h i l d was 5 y e a r s of age. I n the c a s e of 

c h i l d r e n whose p a r e n t s were d i v o r c e d the f a t h e r was absent from home 

a t the time of the study. T h i s was not always the case with the 

c h i l d r e n o f n a v a l f a m i l i e s . 

I n o r d e r to i n v e s t i g a t e the i n f l u e n c e of d i f f e r e n t types of f a t h e r 

absence on the c o g n i t i v e development and i n c i d e n c e of emotional and 

behavioxaral problems, c h i l d r e n aged between 5 y e a r s 0 months and 
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7 years 11 months were s t u d i e d . T h i s age group was s e l e c t e d 

because, w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of s t u d i e s of s e x - r o l e development, few 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s have been c a r r i e d out on c h i l d r e n younger than e i g h t 

y e a r s of age. T h i s was p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e f o r s t u d i e s of c o g n i t i v e 

development. I t was c o n s i d e r e d u s e f u l , t h e r e f o r e to o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n 

about c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g f a t h e r absence who were younger than 8 

y e a r s of age. The lower l i m i t was s e t a t 5 y e a r s to ensure f i r s t l y 

t h a t a l l s u b j e c t s could be t e s t e d a t s c h o o l and secondly t h a t an 

assessment o f the c h i l d r e n c o u l d be o b t a i n e d from c l a s s t e a c h e r s i n 

a d d i t i o n to information obtained from mothers. 

Both male and female c h i l d r e n were i n c l u d e d i n the sample. R e s u l t s 

of p r e v i o u s r e s e a r c h i n which s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s were reported 

between f a t h e r absent and f a t h e r p r e s e n t c h i l d r e n i n d i c a t e d t h a t boys 

appeared to be more a f f e c t e d by such absence than were g i r l s . T h i s was 

t r u e f o r s t u d i e s of s e x - r o l e development (Bach, 1946; Santrock, 1970), 

c o g n i t i v e f u n c t i o n i n g ( L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970; Santrock, 1972) and p e r s o n a l 

adjustment (Hoffman, 1971; Lecorgne & Laosa, 1976), 

C h i l d r e n from two s o c i a l c l a s s e s , middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 

were s t u d i e d . Research p r o j e c t s examining f a t h e r absence t h a t have 

compared c h i l d r e n from d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l c l a s s e s have demonstrated t h a t 

r e s u l t s may v a r y a c c o r d i n g to s o c i a l c l a s s . Again t h i s has been 

demonstrated i n the case o f r e s e a r c h i n t o s e x - r o l e development (Bach, 

1946; Hetherington, 1966), c o g n i t i v e f u n c t i o n i n g ( L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970) 

and p e r s o n a l adjustment (Douglas, 1970). The s o c i a l c l a s s of f a m i l i e s 

was determined u s i n g the o c c u p a t i o n of the f a t h e r s as the index. I n 

the case of f a m i l i e s i n which the p a r e n t s were d i v o r c e d the f a t h e r s ' 
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occupations w h i l s t they were l i v i n g with t h e i r f a m i l i e s was used a s 

the index. Occupations were c l a s s i f i e d u s i n g the R e g i s t r a r G e n e r a l ' s 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f Occupations. Occupations o f the l e v e l o f foremen, 

s k i l l e d manual worker and u n s k i l l e d manual worker were c l a s s i f i e d as 

working c l a s s . Occupations c l a s s i f i e d as having h i g h e r s t a t u s than 

t h i s were termed middle c l a s s . I n the case of the Royal Naval sample 

o f f i c e r s were c l a s s i f i e d a s middle c l a s s , non commissioned o f f i c e r s 

and other ranks were c l a s s i f i e d as working c l a s s . 

Although the a s s e r t i o n t h a t family s i z e has an i n f l u e n c e on c h i l d 

development has been q u e s t i o n e d ( P r i c e & Hare, 1969), some s t u d i e s have 

suggested t h a t i t should be taken i n t o account i n i n v e s t i g a t i o n s of 

f a t h e r absence ( B i l l e r , 1974; Douglas, 1970). T h i s f a c t o r , t h e r e f o r e , 

was c o n t r o l l e d by i n c l u d i n g o n l y those c h i l d r e n who had one or two 

s i b l i n g s . 

One of the l i m i t a t i o n s of e a r l i e r s t u d i e s has been t h a t samples 

have been drawn from narrow p o p u l a t i o n s such a s those c h i l d r e n 

r e f e r r e d to c h i l d guidance c l i n i c s ( L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970; Maxwell, 1961) 

or those c o n v i c t e d of j u v e n i l e delinquency (Anderson, 1968; L i t t l e , 

1965). The use of such p o p u l a t i o n s i m p l i e s a s e a r c h f o r problem 

behaviour a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f a t h e r absence, thus presupposing i t does 

e x i s t . T h e r e f o r e , i n order to avoid t h i s , the sample of c h i l d r e n was 

drawn from the whole p o p u l a t i o n of the c i t y i n which the study was 

c a r r i e d out. 

The aims o f the s t u d y were to exajnine whether d i f f e r e n c e s e x i s t e d 

i n the c o g n i t i v e development and i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l 

problems i n t h r e e groups o f c h i l d r e n . The t h r e e groups were c h i l d r e n 
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whose f a t h e r s were permanently absent due to d i v o r c e , those whose 

f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent due to t h e i r occupation and f i n a l l y 

c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were not absent f o r longer than a working day. 

I n a d d i t i o n i t was the i n t e n t i o n to examine sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l 

c l a s s as independent v a r i a b l e s . 

The c o g n i t i v e development o f the c h i l d r e n was a s s e s s e d using the 

Wechsler I n t e l l i g e n c e S c a l e f o r C h i l d r e n (WISC). I n the l i g h t of 

p r evious f i n d i n g s ( L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970; Maxwell, 1961) i t was p r e d i c t e d 

t h a t c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g e i t h e r permanent or i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r 

absence would o b t a i n lower IQ s c o r e s and lower s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s on the 

WISC than would c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were not absent. 

I n t e r a c t i o n s were p r e d i c t e d both between f a t h e r absence and s o c i a l 

c l a s s and f a t h e r absence and sex of c h i l d . I t was expected t h a t working 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n would be more a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence than would middle 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n . P r e v i o u s r e s e a r c h i n which f a t h e r absence has been found 

to be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s has i n d i c a t e d t h a t c h i l d r e n of 

lower socioeconomic s t a t u s were more a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence than 

were middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n ( L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970). I t was a l s o expected 

t h a t boys would be more a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence than would g i r l s 

( H i l l e n b r a n d , 1971; Santrock, 1972). 

I n a l l c a s e s i t was expected t h a t s c o r e s of c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

permanent f a t h e r absence would be lower than those o f c h i l d r e n whose 

f a t h e r s were absent i n t e r m i t t e n t l y . 

The i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems e x h i b i t e d by 

the c h i l d r e n was a s s e s s e d u s i n g the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) ( R u t t e r , T i z a r d & Whitmore, 1970) 
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and the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by Te a c h e r s : 

S c a l e B(2) ( R u t t e r , 1967). I t was p r e d i c t e d t h a t the i n c i d e n c e of 

emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems would be h i g h e s t i n those c h i l d r e n 

whose f a t h e r s were permanently absent and t h a t those c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence would e x h i b i t a higher 

i n c i d e n c e of problems than those c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g no absence. I t 

was a l s o p r e d i c t e d t h a t the number of c h i l d r e n c l a s s i f i e d as s u f f e r i n g 

from a p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r s c o r e s on the 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s , w i l l be h i g h e s t i n the permanently f a t h e r absent group 

and lowest i n the no absence group. 

I n t e r a c t i o n s between f a t h e r absence and sex of c h i l d were expected. 

I t was p r e d i c t e d t h a t boys e x p e r i e n c i n g f a t h e r absence would be more 

a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence than would g i r l s ( B i l l e r , 1974) . I n t e r a c t i o n s 

were a l s o expected between s o c i a l c l a s s and type of f a t h e r absence. I t 

was p r e d i c t e d t h a t working c l a s s c h i l d r e n would be more a f f e c t e d by 

f a t h e r absence than would middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n ( B i l l e r , 1974; 

C o b l i n e r , 1963; Douglas, 1970). F i n a l l y , i n the c a s e o f the t h r e e 

s p e c i f i c problems c o n s i d e r e d s e p a r a t e l y i t was expected t h a t , f i r s t l y 

the i n c i d e n c e of bed-wetting would be lower i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r 

absence group than i n the o t h e r two groups (Matthews, 1969), secondly 

t h a t the i n c i d e n c e of poor peer r e l a t i o n s would be hig h e r i n the two 

f a t h e r absence groups { S t o l z e t a l , 1954; T i l l e r , 1958) and t h i r d l y 

t h a t the i n c i d e n c e o f s t e a l i n g would be h i g h e r i n the permanent absence 

group than i n the other two groups (Douglas, 1970; Gibson, 1969). 
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METHOD 

Design 

S o c i a l c l a s s , middle and working c l a s s , sex of c h i l d and type of 

f a t h e r absence, permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence, were 

manipulated i n a 2 x 2 x 3 f a c t o r i a l d e s i g n . There were, t h e r e f o r e , 

12 independent groups of s u b j e c t s . I n the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 

c o g n i t i v e development a f o u r t h f a c t o r , e n ^ l o y i n g repeated measures was 

added. I n the a n a l y s i s o f IQ s c o r e s t h i s was a three l e v e l f a c t o r . 

F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e IQ, I n the a n a l y s e s of 

v e r b a l and performance s u b - t e s t s the f a c t o r had f i v e l e v e l s , one f o r 

each s u b - t e s t . 

S u b j e c t s 

F i f t y t h r e e c h i l d r e n aged between 5 y e a r s 0 months, and 

7 y e a r s 11 months whose mean age was 6 y e a r s 6 months were 

s t u d i e d . Both males and females from middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 

f a m i l i e s were i n c l u d e d i n the sample. There were t h r e e groups. They 

were, f i r s t l y a group o f c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

absent due to t h e i r o c c u p a t i o n . These f a t h e r s were a l l members of the 

Royal Navy. Secondly t h e r e was a group o f c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were 

permanently absent due t o p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e . F i n a l l y t h e r e was a group 

o f c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were not absent. The numbers of c h i l d r e n i n 

each type o f f a t h e r absence-sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l , t o g e t h e r 

w i t h the mean ages of c h i l d r e n i n each c e l l i s given i n Table 2.1. 
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Table 2.1 

The numbers of c h i l d r e n i n each type of f a t h e r absence 

sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l and the mean ages 

of c h i l d r e n i n each c e l l 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
TVbsence Group 

Permanent 
Absence Group 

No 
Absence Group 

Number Mean Age Number Mean Age Number Mean Age 

Males 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Working 

C l a s s 

4 6 y r s 9mths 2 7yrs Omths 5 6 y r s 9mths 

5 5 y r s l l m t h s 6 6y r s Bmths 5 6 y r s Omths 

Females 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Working 

C l a s s 

6 6 y r s Bmths 3 6 y r s 6mths 4 6y r s 6mths 

5 6 y r s Omths 4 7yrs Omths 4 7yrs Omths 

T o t a l number o f s u b j e c t s = 53 Mean age = 6 y e a r s 6 months 

M a t e r i a l s 

(a) Wechsler I n t e l l i g e n c e S c a l e f o r C h i l d r e n (WISC) 

The c o g n i t i v e development o f the c h i l d r e n was a s s e s s e d using the 

WISC. T h i s i s an i n t e l l i g e n c e s c a l e f o r c h i l d r e n aged from 5 y e a r s 

to 15 y e a r s 11 months. The s c a l e c o n s i s t s of 10 s u b - t e s t s , 

f i v e c l a s s i f i e d as v e r b a l and f i v e a s performance. The f i v e v e r b a l 
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s u b - t e s t s are General Information, Conprehension, A r i t h m e t i c , 

S i m i l a r i t i e s and Vocabulary. The f i v e performance s u b - t e s t s a r e 

p i c t u r e Completion, p i c t u r e Assembly, Block Design, Object Assembly 

and coding. Three I n t e l l i g e n c e Quotient (IQ) s c o r e s may be obtai n e d , 

F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e IQ, i n a d d i t i o n to 

standard s c o r e s on each s u b - t e s t . 

(b) A C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 

P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

The i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems e x h i b i t e d by 

the c h i l d r e n , as r e p o r t e d by the mother, was a s s e s s e d u s i n g the 

C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f or Completion by P a r e n t s : 

S c a l e A ( 2 ) . T h i s i s a q u e s t i o n n a i r e comprising three s e c t i o n s . The 

f i r s t i s a s e c t i o n on h e a l t h problems, the second a s e c t i o n on h a b i t s 

and a t h i r d l i s t i n g a s e r i e s o f d e s c r i p t i o n s of behaviour. A s c o r e o f 

nought, one or two i s awarded a c c o r d i n g to the response made to each 

item and the t o t a l s c o r e i s ob t a i n e d by summing response s c o r e s over 

a l l s e c t i o n s . The hig h e r the s c o r e s obtained, the hig h e r i s the 

i n c i d e n c e o f p a r e n t a l r e p o r t o f problems. A sc o r e of 13 or more 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t the presence o f some s o r t of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r i s 

l i k e l y ( R u t t e r , T i z a r d & Whitmore, 1970) . Sub-scores f o r n e u r o t i c i s m 

a r e obtained by summing responses to items C, G, V 6 and 15; ( ' s u f f e r s 

from asthma', 'had t e a r s on a r r i v a l a t s c h o o l or r e f u s e d t o go i n t o 

the b u i l d i n g ' , 'does h e / s h e h a v e any s l e e p i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s ? ' , 'often 

w o r r i e d , w o r r i e s about many t h i n g s ' , 'tends to be f e a r f u l or a f r a i d 

of new t h i n g s or new s i t u a t i o n s ' ) . Sub-scores f o r a n t i - s o c i a l 
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behaviour a r e obtained by summing s c o r e s of items I I I , 3, 13, 17 and I B 

('does he/she ever s t e a l t h i n g s ? ' , ' o f t e n d e s t r o y s own or othe r s p r o p e r t y ' , 

' i s o f t e n d i s o b e d i e n t ' , 'often t e l l s l i e s ' , ' b u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n ' ) . 

When a c h i l d o b t a i n s a t o t a l s c o r e of 13 o r more these s u b - s c a l e s 

are used to c l a s s i f y the p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r . I f the h i g h e s t sub-

score i s f o r n e u r o t i c i s m , then the d i s o r d e r i s c l a s s i f i e d as n e u r o t i c . 

I f the h i g h e s t sub-score i s f o r a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour then the d i s o r d e r 

i s c l a s s i f i e d a s a n t i - s o c i a l ( R u t t e r , T i z a r d & Whitmore, 1970). A copy 

of the q u e s t i o n n a i r e may be found i n Appendix 2. 

(c) A C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 

Teachers: S c a l e B (2) 

The i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems e x h i b i t e d by 

the c h i l d r e n as r e p o r t e d by t h e i r c l a s s t e a c h e r s was a s s e s s e d u s i n g the 

C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by Teachers: S c a l e 

B ( 2 ) . T h i s i s a q u e s t i o n n a i r e c o n s i s t i n g of 26 items which a r e 

d e s c r i p t i o n s o f behaviour and f o r each item the t e a c h e r i s asked t o 

s t a t e whether t h a t d e s c r i p t i o n 'doesn't apply', ' a p p l i e s somewhat' or 

' c e r t a i n l y a p p l i e s * . A s c o r e o f nought i s given f o r the f i r s t o f t h e s e , 

one f o r the second and two f o r ' c e r t a i n l y a p p l i e s ' . A t o t a l s c o r e i s 

obtained by summing the s c o r e s of a l l i t e m s . A sc o r e of nine or more 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t the pres e n c e o f some s o r t of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r i s 

l i k e l y ( R u t t e r , 1967). Sub-scores f o r n e u r o t i c i s m are obtained by 

summing responses to items 7, 10, 17 and 23 ('often worried, w o r r i e s 

about many t h i n g s ' , 'often appears m i s e r a b l e , unhappy, t e a r f u l o r 

d i s t r e s s e d ' , 'tends to be f e a r f u l o r a f r a i d o f new t h i n g s or new 
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Footnote 

Throughout the t e x t the term ' p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r * r e f e r s to 

d i s o r d e r i n d i c a t e d by the r e s u l t s of the Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s 

and not to d i s o r d e r r e v e a l e d by f u l l s c a l e p s y c h i a t r i c d i a g n o s t i c 

p r o c e d u r e s . 



s i t u a t i o n s * , 'has had t e a r s on a r r i v a l a t school or r e f u s e d to go i n t o 

the b u i l d i n g ' ) . Sub-scores f o r a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour a r e obtained by 

summing responses to items 4, 5, 15, 19, 20 and 26 ( b f t e n d e s t r o y s own 

or o t h e r s belongings', ' f r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s or i s extremely quarrelsome 

wi t h other c h i l d r e n ' , ' i s o f t e n d i s o b e d i e n t ' , 'often t e l l s l i e s ' , 'has 

s t o l e n t h i n g s on one o r more o c c a s i o n s i n the p a s t twelve months', 

• b u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n ' ) . When the c h i l d o b t a i n s a s c o r e of n i n e or 

more these s u b - s c a l e s a r e used to c l a s s i f y the p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r . 

I f the h i g h e s t sub-score i s f o r n e u r o t i c i s m , then the d i s o r d e r i s 

c l a s s i f i e d as n e u r o t i c . I f the h i g h e s t sub-score i s f o r a n t i - s o c i a l 

behaviour then the d i s o r d e r i s c l a s s i f i e d a s a n t i - s o c i a l . A copy of 

the q u e s t i o n n a i r e may be found i n Appendix 2. 

(d) Environmental and B i o g r a p h i c a l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

T h i s was designed to o b t a i n b i o g r a p h i c a l d e t a i l s about the 

c h i l d r e n and i n f o r m a t i o n about t h e i r environment and i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h 

p a r e n t s . A copy o f the q u e s t i o n n a i r e may be found i n Appendix 2. 

Procedure 

(a) Procedure used to o b t a i n s u b j e c t s 

( i ) I n t e r m i t t e n t Absence Group. A l i s t o f accommodation 

addresses of both o f f i c e r s and o t h e r ranks was provided by the Welfare 

Department of the Royal Navy without the names of the c u r r e n t 

occupants o r any i n f o r m a t i o n about them. A random sample of 100 

addresses from each of the two types o f accommodation was drawn and the 

names of those l i v i n g a t these a d d r e s s e s was obtained from the 
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e l e c t o r a l r e g i s t e r . T h i s was done as i t was f e l t t h a t a p e r s o n a l 

l e t t e r would be more l i k e l y t o e l i c i t a r e p l y than would one 

addressed to 'the householder'. 

A l e t t e r and q u e s t i o n n a i r e were s e n t to each household, together 

w i t h a b u s i n e s s r e p l y envelope f o r the q u e s t i o n n a i r e ' s r e t u r n . I n 

order to a v o i d the names of the respondents having to be w r i t t e n on 

the q u e s t i o n n a i r e , and to ensure c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y , each q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

was coded to enable i t s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i f r e t u r n e d . Of those 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s r e t u r n e d the ones i n d i c a t i n g the e x i s t e n c e of e i t h e r 

two or t h r e e c h i l d r e n , a t l e a s t one of whom was i n the r e q u i r e d age 

group, were r e t a i n e d . The s e l e c t i o n o f random samples o f addresses 

was continued u n t i l the r e q u i r e d number of c h i l d r e n i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence group was o b t a i n e d . Copies of the l e t t e r and q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

may be found i n Appendix 1. 

( i i ) Permanent Absence Group. As i t was not p o s s i b l e t o e n l i s t 

the help of any o u t s i d e agency i n o b t a i n i n g the names and addresses 

F o o t n o t e 

For a c h i l d to be i n c l u d e d i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t or permanent f a t h e r 

absence group he or she had to have e x p e r i e n c e d absence of a t l e a s t 

one y e a r b e f o r e r e a c h i n g the age of 5 y e a r s . I t was not p o s s i b l e to 

a s s e s s a c c u r a t e l y the t o t a l l e n g t h of absence f o r each c h i l d . I n 

the n a v a l group, mothers c o u l d not r e c a l l i n most c a s e s the e x a c t l e n g t h 

of the v a r i o u s a b s e n c e s . I n the d i v o r c e d group the l e n g t h of absence 

v a r i e d from one y e a r to most of the c h i l d ' s l i f e . 
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There i s e v i d e n c e ihat a d i f f e r e n c e e x i s t s between t h o s e who respond 

and those who do n o t respond t o a p p e a l s f o r h e l p w i t h r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t s 

(Cox e t a l , 1977;^'^ R u t t e r e t a l , 1970). F a m i l i e s who do n o t respond 

have been f o u n d t o i n c l u d e a h i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n o f c h i l d r e n e x h i b i t i n g 

r e a d i n g backwardness, b e h a v i o u r a l d e v i a n c e and p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r 

(Cox e t a l , 1977). I t i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o assess how f a r t h i s f a c t o r w ould 

i n f l u e n c e the r e s u l t s o f the p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n . However, i t s u g g e s t s 

t h a t t h e i n c i d e n c e o f problems d i s c o v e r e d i n t h e sample s t u d i e d here 

w o u l d be l o w e r t h a n t h a t f o u n d i n a t r u l y random sample. 

( 1 ) Cox, A., R u t t e r , M., Y u l e , B & Q u i n t o n , D. 'Bias r e s u l t i n g f r o m 

m i s s i n g i n f o r m a t i o n : Some e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l f i n d i n g s . B r i t i s h J o u r n a l 

o f P r e v e n t a t i v e and S o c i a l M e d i c i n e , 1977,3],131-136. 



( i i i ) No Absence Group, Random samples of names and a d d r e s s e s 

were obtained from the e l e c t o r a l r e g i s t e r . As f a r as p o s s i b l e names 

were s e l e c t e d from the same a r e a s a s the n a v a l sample. I n the ca s e o f 

working c l a s s s u b j e c t s i t was decided to o b t a i n most names from 

c o u n c i l e s t a t e s as t h i s most c l o s e l y matched the housing s i t u a t i o n of 

the n a v a l group. 

L e t t e r s and q u e s t i o n n a i r e s were s e n t a s i n the case of the o t h e r 

two groups. Those who r e p l i e d were i n c l u d e d i n the sample i f they had 

e i t h e r two or thr e e c h i l d r e n , one o f whom was i n the r e q u i r e d age group. 

More random samples were drawn u n t i l enough s u b j e c t s were obta i n e d . 

VThilst the procedure o u t l i n e d above was designed to provide samples 

t h a t were as f a r as p o s s i b l e random, two so u r c e s o f b i a s remained. The 

f i r s t was t h a t only those p a r e n t s who r e p l i e d to the i n i t i a l l e t t e r 

could be conta c t e d and the second was t h a t i t was only p o s s i b l e to 

reach those d i v o r c e d women who had not changed t h e i r address s i n c e the 

time o f t h e i r d i v o r c e . 

The next stage i n o b t a i n i n g s u b j e c t s was to c o n t a c t again those 

f a m i l i e s c o n t a i n i n g a t l e a s t one c h i l d of the r e q u i r e d age. L e t t e r s 

were s e n t a s k i n g t h a t the r e s e a r c h e r should be allowed to v i s i t the 

home t o t a l k about the c h i l d s e l e c t e d . Timetables were s e n t out and 

mothers were asked to i n d i c a t e times when i t would not be convenient 

fo r the r e s e a r c h e r to c a l l . I f the t i m e t a b l e was returned another 

l e t t e r was s e n t naming a d e f i n i t e time f o r a v i s i t . I f the t i m e t a b l e 

was not r e t u r n e d a d i f f e r e n t l e t t e r was s e n t suggesting a p o s s i b l e time 

which mothers were asked to change i f i t was not convenient. Copies 

of the l e t t e r s and the t i m e t a b l e may be found i n Appendix 1. 
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I n a l l c a s e s i n which the t i m e t a b l e was returned and an 

appointment made the mothers were i n t e r v i e w e d . I n those c a s e s i n 

which t i m e t a b l e s were not r e t u r n e d four mothers could not be conta c t e d 

and replacement f a m i l i e s were obta i n e d . As a r e s u l t of t h i s procedure 

53 c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g 20 d i f f e r e n t s c h o o l s were obtained. 

(b) Procedure o f the study 

The r e s e a r c h e r c a l l e d on the mother a t the time t h a t had been 

arranged. I n i t i a l l y she was t o l d t h a t a study was being c a r r i e d out 

to i n v e s t i g a t e c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f the development of young c h i l d r e n . 

Any q u e s t i o n s about how names had been obtained and about how 

c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y o f responses was to be a s s u r e d were answered. 

The mothers were informed t h a t p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the p r o j e c t would 

i n v o l v e s e v e r a l t h i n g s . These would be, f i r s t l y an i n t e r v i e w i n which 

information about the c h i l d and the f a m i l y would be asked f o r , secondly 

t h a t the mothers would be asked to complete S c a l e A ( 2 ) , t h i r d l y t h a t 

she should g i v e p e r m i s s i o n f o r her c h i l d to be t e s t e d a t school and 

f i n a l l y t h a t the c h i l d ' s c l a s s t e a c h e r should complete the S c a l e B{2) 

g i v i n g i n f o r m a t i o n about the c h i l d ' s behaviour i n s c h o o l . 

A l l mothers agreed to p a r t i c i p a t e and the r e s e a r c h e r c a r r i e d out 

the i n t e r v i e w . The len g t h of the i n t e r v i e w w i t h the mother v a r i e d from 

30 minutes to over an hour. Some of the mothers took the 

opportunity to t a l k about f a m i l y problems and a n x i e t i e s and i t was i n 

these c a s e s t h a t the i n t e r v i e w time exceeded 30 minutes. 

A f t e r the i n t e r v i e w q u e s t i o n n a i r e had been completed the procedure 

fo r the completion of S c a l e A(2) was e x p l a i n e d . Mothers were asked t o 
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complete the s c a l e e i t h e r w h i l e the r e s e a r c h e r was p r e s e n t or l a t e r i f 

they wished. I n the l a t t e r c a s e a r e p l y p a i d envelope was provided f o r 

the q u e s t i o n n a i r e ' s r e t u r n . F i n a l l y the mothers were asked to s i g n 

a form a g r e e i n g t h a t t h e i r c h i l d should be t e s t e d i n school and t h a t the 

c l a s s t e a c h e r should complete the S c a l e B ( 2 ) . 

The p e r m i s s i o n of the L o c a l Education A u t h o r i t y to c o n t a c t primary 

s c h o o l s attended by the c h i l d r e n was obtained and i n the f i r s t i n s t a n c e 

head t e a c h e r s of s c h o o l s were c o n t a c t e d by l e t t e r . A copy of the l e t t e r 

may be found i n Appendix 1. No school r e f u s e d to cooperate. 

As soon as the mothers had been i n t e r v i e w e d and t h e i r p e r m i s s i o n 

to see the c h i l d r e n had been giv e n , i n d i v i d u a l s c h o o l s were c o n t a c t e d 

a g a i n and appointments made. C h i l d r e n were seen a t s c h o o l i n almost a l l 

c a s e s approximately one week a f t e r the i n t e r v i e w w i t h the mother. 

T e s t i n g the c h i l d r e n took 45 minutes. At the same time a s the c h i l d r e n 

were t e s t e d the c l a s s t e a c h e r s were approached and asked to complete 

the behaviour q u e s t i o n n a i r e , S c a l e B ( 2 ) . A r e p l y p a i d envelope was 

provided f o r i t s r e t u r n . 

The s c h o o l v i s i t s were begun h a l f way through the Autumn Term so 

t h a t even i n the case o f those c h i l d r e n who had o n l y j u s t s t a r t e d to 

attend, t e a c h e r s had a t l e a s t s i x weeks c o n t a c t w i t h them. With few 

e x c e p t i o n s t e a c h e r s r e t u r n e d the q u e s t i o n n a i r e s without f u r t h e r a c t i o n 

on the p a r t o f the r e s e a r c h e r . I n a l l the other c a s e s they were 

r e c e i v e d a f t e r a reminder had been s e n t . 
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RESULTS 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n of C o g n i t i v e Development 

C o g n i t i v e Development of the c h i l d r e n was a s s e s s e d u s i n g the WISC. 

Measures of F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e IQs were 

c a l c u l a t e d i n a d d i t i o n to the s c o r e s on the 10 s u b - t e s t s . I n the WISC 

s u b - t e s t s one t o f i v e a r e c l a s s i f i e d a s v e r b a l . These a r e General 

Information, Comprehension, A r i t h m e t i c , S i m i l a r i t i e s and Vocabulary. 

S u b - t e s t s 6 to 10 a r e c l a s s i f i e d as Performance. These are P i c t u r e 

Completion, P i c t u r e Arrangement, Block Design, O b j e c t Assembly and 

Coding. 

(a) Examination of F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance 

S c a l e IQ Scores 

IQ s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by the c h i l d r e n may be found i n Appendix 3,1.1. 

A summary o f the s c o r e s which p r e s e n t s the means and standard d e v i a t i o n s 

of each sub-group and the means and standard d e v i a t i o n s o f each IQ 

s c a l e may be found i n Table 2.2. A fou r way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e was 

c a r r i e d out on these s c o r e s . The four f a c t o r s were type of f a t h e r 

absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no absence; sex of c h i l d ; s o c i a l 

c l a s s ; middle c l a s s and working c l a s s and IQ s c a l e , F u l l , V e r b a l and 

Performance, w i t h a repeated measure on the l a s t f a c t o r . S i n c e the 

c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence - sex - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s 

were unequal, a n a l y s i s of unweighted means was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s 

i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to 

experimental treatments (Keppel, 1973, p,356). A summary of the 

r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t 

103 



TnbU 2.2 

n^nnn and Standnrd D^vlntionn of ncorcn obtninotl by c h l l d r n n n x r c r l c n c l n g i n t n m l t t c n t , pcrmnnnnt 

or no fa t h e r nbscncc on the F u l l Scnle, Verbal Scnlo and Porfornnnce S c a l e of the wise 

TO 
MALES i 

1 
FEMALES 1 Al I 1 

Bubjects] 
^ V 

SCORE 
MIDDLE CLAPS i WOPXIdC ! MIDDLF CU^SS v.*ORKINr. CLAFS i 

I 
^ V 

SCORE 
I n t e m i t t c n t 

Absence 
Permanent 
Abncncf; 

No 
Absence 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence 

Pe manent 
Absence 

No 1 
Absence j 

I n t e r n i t t e n t 
Absence 

Permanent 
Absence 

No 1 
Absence 

I n t o r m l t t i n t 
Absence 

Permanrint 
/vbsenco 

No 
Absence 

F u l l 

Number 
of 

S u b j e c t s 

Mean 

4 

115.50 

2 

112.50 

5 

115.20 

5 

112.00 

6 

99.50 

5 

105.20 

6 

111.33 

3 

109.33 

• 
118,25 

5 

100.00 

4 

102.25 

4 

105,50 

53 

ion.42 

S c a l e S.D. 13.02 2.12 15.51 B,49 20.01 20.24 12.18 9.29 10.70 3.74 4 .03 4 . 20 13.06 \ 

.Verbal Mean 113.00 110.50 113.40 105.60 96.17 102.00 110.00 112.67 112.25 94 .RO 96.50 99.50 1 
104.72 1 i 

jScalc 
S.D. 13.06 6.36 19.02 9.IB 13.93 21.94 12.85 8.50 10.69 6.80 7.94 5.45 13.51 

1 

.Perfomanco Kean 115.75 112.00 115.00 116.80 103.00 107.80 112.67 104.67 121.75 105.80 107.75 111.00 111 .02 i 

S c a l e 

1 
1 

S.D. 12.04 2.83 10.61 12.76 23.09 16.12 11.59 13.61 12.01 7.40 2.36 4.97 12.89 

S.D. Standard Deviation 



i n t e r a c t i o n s may be found i n Table 2.3. A complete t a b l e of the 

r e s u l t s of t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 4,1.1. . 

Table 2,3 

A summary of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e 

Df the F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e of the WISC, 

showing main e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s 

Source S.S, d.f. M.S. S i g n i f i c a n c e F — l e v e l 

Sex (A) 190.29 1 190,29 < 1 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 2811,94 1 2811.94 6.34 ,025 

Type of F a t h e r 
471.91 2 235,96 <1 n.s. 

Absence (C) 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
18189,65 41 443.65 

groups 

IQ Score (D) 656.66 2 328.33 10.12 .01 

B X D 282.23 2 141.12 4.35 .025 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
2660.90 82 32.45 

groups X D 

O v e r a l l , t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to type o f f a t h e r absence 

(F = <1, d.f. = 2,41, £ > .05) and t h i s f a c t o r d i d not i n t e r a c t w i t h 

any of the o t h e r f a c t o r s . 

Two s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t s were obta i n e d . One was due t o s o c i a l 

c l a s s (F = 6.34, d.f, = 1,41, £ < .025) and i n d i c a t e d t h a t middle c l a s s 

c h i l d r e n obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l t h r e e IQ measures than d i d 

105 



working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . The other was due to type of IQ s c a l e 

(F = 10.12, d.f. = 2,82, £ < .01). Examination o f the means o f the 

three IQ s c a l e s shown i n Table 2,2 i n d i c a t e d t h a t the h i g h e s t s c o r e s 

were obtained on the Performance S c a l e and the lowest on the V e r b a l 

S c a l e . 

A s i g n i f i c a n t two way i n t e r a c t i o n was obtained between s o c i a l 

c l a s s and IQ s c o r e (F = 4,35, d.f. = 2,82, £ < .025). An a n a l y s i s 

of simple main e f f e c t s o f the s o c i a l c l a s s f a c t o r a t d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s 

of the IQ f a c t o r r e v e a l e d s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t s f o r F u l l S c a l e IQ 

(F = 16.54, d.f. = 1,41, £ < .01) and Verb a l S c a l e IQ (F = 22.20, 

d.f. = 1,41, £ < .01). An examination o f c e l l means i n d i c a t e d t h a t 

middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d working c l a s s 

c h i l d r e n on measures o f F u l l S c a l e and Verb a l S c a l e IQ, 

(b) Examination o f V e r b a l Sub-Tests S c o r e s 

V e r b a l s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by the c h i l d r e n may be found i n 

Appendix 3.1,2. A summary of these s c o r e s which p r e s e n t s the means 

and s t a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s of each sub-group and the means and standard 

d e v i a t i o n s of each s u b - t e s t may be found i n Table 2.4. A four way 

a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The four f a c t o r s 

were type o f f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no absences-

sex o f c h i l d ; s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s and working c l a s s and sub

t e s t , one l e v e l f o r each of the f i v e s u b - t e s t s , w i t h repeated measures 

on the l a s t f a c t o r . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence -

sex - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s o f unweighted means was 
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Table 2.4 

Henna nnd Standard DcvLitlonn of pcorco obtnincd by c h i l d r e n oxpcrlonclnq I n t o r m l t t n n t , p ' ^ r p A n c n t or 

no fa t h e r nbncncc on the f i v e v e rbal sub-ter,ts of the WISC 

Verbal 
Sub-
T e s t s 
Scores 

lUVLF.S 

MIDDLE CLASS 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Pomuinent No 
Abcencc Absence Absence 

General 

Nurhe r 
of 

Subjecto 

roan 

Information s.D. 

lonprohcnrion 
Mean 

s.D. 

Mean 
Ari t h m e t i c 

S i n i l a r i t i e s 

Vocabulary 

Mean 

S.D, 

Moan 

S.D. 

11.25 

1.50 

11.75 

5.06 

15.50 

2.65 

8.75 

2.94 

13.00 

2.16 

WORKING CUVSS 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Absence Absence 

10.50 

12.12 

11.50 

0.70 

11.50 

2.12 

10.50 

2.12 

14.50 

0.71 

10.40 

4.03 

12.00 

2.551 

12.40 

2.97 

lO.BOi 

5.40 

13.00 

2,00 

6.20 

3.27 

12.60 

2.30 

12,00 

3.54 

9.20 

2.77 

12.40 

2.70 

B.63 

2,64 

9.67 

3.14 

10.67 

3.56 

8.00 

2.37 

9.83 

3,60 

FErWLES A U 
Svibjectfi 

MIDDLE CLASS WORKING CIJVSS 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Absence Absence 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent 
Absence Absence 

No 
Absence 

8.20 

2.17 

10.00 

5.07 

11.80 

4.87 

9.80 

3.11 

11,00 

4.80 

8.67 

3,14 

10.50 

3.78 

14.00 

.1.67 

11.33 

3.67 

12.00 

3,28 

8.67 

2.89 

12.00 

1.00 

14.67 

1.53 

11.00 

2.65 

13.G7 

1.15 

10.25 

2.36 

12.25 

2.22 

12.50 

2.38 

12.25 

3.P& 

12.50 

2,09 

7.00 

1.92 

10,60 

2.01 

io.no 

1.64 

7,60 

1.67 

9.20 

2.39 

9.00 

3.56 

0.25 

0.95 

11,00 

1.83 

fl.OO 

2.45 

U .00 

0.00 

53 

9.25 , 9.13 . 
1 

1.50 I 2.77 • 
I 

10.50 ; 10.9'-̂  
* t 

3.87 I 3.14 ! 
1 

8.75 j 12.09 , 
1.09 j 3.09 ; 

I I 
9.50 9.64 ; 

1.00 i 3.14 \ 
I 

11.75 ; 11.74 I 
2.50 ' 2,92 1 

S.n. • standard Deviation 



employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y i n the 

c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to experimental treatments. A summary 

of the r e s u l t s of t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main e f f e c t s may be found i n 

Table 2.5. There were no s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s . A complete t a b l e 

of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 4.1,2, 

Table 2.5 

A summary of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e 

of the v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s of the WISC showing main e f f e c t s 

^ ^ S i g n i f i c a n c e Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F — l e v e l s 

Sex (A) 8.39 1 8,39 < 1 n.s, 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 223.48 1 223.48 10,53 .01 

Type o f F a t h e r 

Absence (C) 
4,96 2 2.48 < 1 n.s. 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 

groups 
870.52 41 21.23 

Sub-Test Score (D) 329.83 4 82.46 13.63 .01 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 

groups x D 
992.18 164 6.05 

O v e r a l l , t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to type o f f a t h e r absence 

(F = <1, d . f . = 2, 41, £ > :05) and t h i s f a c t o r d i d not i n t e r a c t w i t h 

any of the o t h e r f a c t o r s 
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A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due to s o c i a l c l a s s was obtained 

(F = 10.53, d.f. = 1,41, £ < .01), Thus, t a k i n g a l l v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s 

together, middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y higher s c o r e s 

than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due to type of s u b - t e s t was a l s o o b t a i n e d 

(F = 13.63, d.f. = 1,164,£ < .01). An examination of the mean s c o r e s 

of each v e r b a l s u b - t e s t shown i n Table 2.4 r e v e a l e d t h a t h i g h e s t mean 

s c o r e s were obtained on the A r i t h m e t i c and Vocabulary s u b - t e s t s and 

lowest on General I n f o r m a t i o n . 

(c) Examination of Performance Sub-Tests Scores 

Scores obtained by c h i l d r e n on the Performance s u b - t e s t s of the 

Wise may be found i n Appendix 3.1.3. A summary of these s c o r e s which 

p r e s e n t s the means and standard d e v i a t i o n s of each sub-group and the 

means and standard d e v i a t i o n s o f each s u b - t e s t may be found i n 

Table 2.6. A four way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on these 

s c o r e s . The four f a c t o r s were type of f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence; sex of c h i l d ; s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s and s u b - t e s t , w i t h one l e v e l f o r each of the f i v e sub

t e s t s . The l a s t f a c t o r was a repeated measures f a c t o r . S i n c e the c e l l 

f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the type of f a t h e r absence - sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s 

c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s of unweighted means was employed. T h i s 

a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y i n the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s 

u n r e l a t e d to ex p e r i m e n t a l t r e a t m e n t s . A summary of the r e s u l t s o f t h i s 

a n a l y s i s showing main e f f e c t s may be found i n Table 2.7. There were 

no s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s . A complete t a b l e o f the r e s u l t s o f the 

a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 4.1.3. 
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Table 2.6 

rcano and Standard Deviations of scores obtained by c h i l d r e n e K p e r i n n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or 

no father absence on the f i v e performance s u b - t e s t s of the WISC 

'erformance 
;ub-Tes t s 

MALES FErmLES 1 A l l 
bubjects 'erformance 

;ub-Tes t s 
'cores MIDDLH CLASS WORKING CLASS • MIDDLE CLASS KORKINR CLAr^S 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No rntormlttent Permanent No I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent -:o 1 
Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence | 

t) umber ; 1 
of 4 2 5 5 6 5 6 3 4 5 4 

1 1 53 
S u b j e c t s ; 

P i c t u r e Mcaii 12.25 9.50 9.40 12.40 9.67 11.40 12.67 8.67 13.25 11.60 10. 75 10.00 1 
1 

11.09 

"ompletion S.D. 2.36 2.12 1.95 2.30 4.55 3.21 ' 2.58 1.53 3.30 2.19 1,71 1.63 j 2. 82 
1 

P i c t u r e Mean 10.50 12.50 10.20 12. BO 9.67 11.40 • 11.83 9.33 12.75 10.20 11.00 10,05 1 1 
11.02 

Arrangement 
1 

S.D. 3.79 0.71 2.86 1.48 4.13 3.21 ! 3,25 1.53 2.63 2.05 2.71 2.52 1 2. 82 

l l o c k 
1 

Mean 14.75 13.50 13.80 13.60 10.33 12.80 ! 
1 

13.50 9.00 13.50 10.80 11 .75 11.50 12.42 j 
1 

CXisign s.o. 2.87 0.71 2.77 3.58 3.44 2. 17 2.95 2.65 3.70 3.27 2. 22 3.51 1 
3. n 

P i c t u r e Mean 12.75 10.50 13.00 13.20 10.50 11.00 14.33 13.33 12.50 n .60 11.00 12.50 12.40 

assembly S.O. 3. 30 0.71 2.28 3.42 3.62 1.64 2.59 6.11 2.65 1.34 1.63 2.89 2.86 j 
Mean 11.00 12.50 11.40 10.40 12.00 B.40 8.67 10.00 13.50 9.80 11.00 13.50 10.85 

Coding 
S.D. 2.58 0.71 2.97 3.13 2.76 3.21 1.97 3.46 1.00 0.45 1,15 2.08 2.69 

S.D. • Standard Dev i a t i o n 



Table 2.7 

A summary of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e o f the 

performance s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s of the WISC, showing main e f f e c t s 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F S i g n i f i c a n c e 
l e v e l 

Sex (A) 1.30 1 1.30 < 1 n . s . 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 20.18 1 20.18 1.17 n. s. 

Type of F a t h e r 
63.91 2 31.96 1.85 n. s. 

Absence (C) 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
708.79 41 17.29 

groups 

Sub-Test Score (D) 106.20 4 26.55 4.78 .01 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
910.79 164 5.55 

groups X D 

O v e r a l l , t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to type of f a t h e r absence 

(F = 1.85, d.f. = 2,41, £ > .05) and t h i s f a c t o r d i d not i n t e r a c t w i t h 

any other f a c t o r . 

One s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due to type o f s u b - t e s t was obtained 

(F = 4.78, d.f. = 4,164, p < . 0 1 ) . An examination of the mean s c o r e s 

of each Performance s u b - t e s t shown i n Table 2.6 i n d i c a t e d t h a t the 

h i g h e s t mean s c o r e was obtained on the O b j e c t Assembly s u b - t e s t and 

the lowest on the Coding s u b - t e s t . 

I l l 



A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of c o g n i t i v e development 

1. F a t h e r Absence had no e f f e c t on IQ s c o r e . V e r b a l s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s 

and Performance s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s . 

2. Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d working 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n on the F u l l and V e r b a l IQ S c a l e s of the WISC. 

3. Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d working 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n over a l l the V e r b a l s u b - t e s t s o f the WiSC, 

The I n v e s t i g a t i o n of the I n c i d e n c e of Emotional and B e h a v i o u r a l Problems 

The i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems e x h i b i t e d by 

the c h i l d r e n was a s s e s s e d u s i n g two measures. The f i r s t was the 

C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e 

A ( 2 ) . The second was the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

Completion by Te a c h e r s : S c a l e B ( 2 ) , From both of these s c a l e s i t was 

p o s s i b l e to o b t a i n t h r e e s c o r e s , a t o t a l s c o r e , a n e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e 

s c o r e and an a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour s u b - s c a l e s c o r e . The hig h e r the 

sco r e the l a r g e r was the number of problems r e p o r t e d . A score 

of 13 or more on S c a l e A{2) and a s c o r e of nine or more on S c a l e 

B(2) i n d i c a t e d the l i k e l y p r e s e n c e o f some p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r 

( R u t t e r , 1967; R u t t e r , T i z a r d & l-Jhitmore, 1970) . C h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g 

such a s c o r e were c l a s s i f i e d as e x h i b i t i n g a n t i - s o c i a l o r n e u r o t i c 

d i s o r d e r a c c o r d i n g to which- of t h e i r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s , n e u r o t i c or 

a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour, was the h i g h e r . 
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(a) Examination of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

( i ) T o t a l S c o r e s : T o t a l s c o r e s obtained by the c h i l d r e n may be 

found i n Appendix 3.1.4. A summary of these s c o r e s showing the means 

and s t a n dard d e v i a t i o n s o b t a i n e d by each type o f f a t h e r absence - s o c i a l 

c l a s s - sex of c h i l d sub-group may be found i n Table 2,8. A three-way 

a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The t h r e e f a c t o r s 

of the a n a l y s i s were type o f f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent 

and no absence, sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s and working 

c l a s s . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence - sex of 

c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, £malysis of unweighted means 

was enployed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y i n c e l l 

f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to experimental treatments (Keppel, 1973, 

p,356). A summary o f the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s showing main e f f e c t s 

and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s may be found i n Table 2.9. A complete 

t a b l e of the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 4.1.4, 

O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to type of f a t h e r absence (F = <1, 

d.f, = 2,41, £ > .05). One s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t of s o c i a l c l a s s 

was o btained (F = 5.24, d,f. = 1,41, £ < .05). 

A s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n between type of f a t h e r absence, 

s o c i a l c l a s s and sex of c h i l d (F = 3.40, d.f. = 2,41, £ < .05):.was 

o b t a i n e d . The three-way i n t e r a c t i o n was examined u s i n g an a n a l y s i s of 

simple main e f f e c t s of type o f f a t h e r absence f o r each combination of 

l e v e l s o f the sex and s o c i a l c l a s s f a c t o r s . The r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s 

a r e shown i n Table 2.10. A s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was obtained f o r working 

c l a s s g i r l s (F = 3,70, d . f , = 2,41, £ < ,05). The mean s c o r e s obtained by 

vrorking c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s w e r e i n t e r m i t t e n t l y or permanently 
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Table 2.8 

Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s of t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r no f a t h e r absence on the 

C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Mean 8.25 10.50 6.60 

Middle Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 5.32 3.54 3.36 

M C l a s s Number of 4 2 5 
A S u b j e c t s 

L Mean 10.00 10.17 11.00 

E 

S 
Working Standard 

D e v i a t i o n 4.53 6.34 6.48 

C l a s s Number of 5 
S u b j e c t s •J 5 

Mean 8.17 4.00 8.50 

F 

E 
Middle Standard 

D e v i a t i o n 6.31 2.65 2.65 

M 
C l a s s Number o f 

S u b j e c t s 6 3 4 

A 
Mean 13.00 15.75 6.25 

L 

E Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 3.39 6.95 4.19 

S C l a s s Number of A 4 
S u b j e c t s ** 

T o t a l f o r Mean 9.85 10.47 8.17 

a l l s u b j e c t s 

i n each 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 5.07 6.60 4.57 

absence group 
Number of 
S u b j e c t s 20 15 18 
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Table 2.9 

A summary of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e 

of the t o t a l s c o r e s obtained on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) , 

showing main e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s 

j ^ . . ^ r. S i g n i f i c a n c e Source S.S, d,f. M.S. F 
— l e v e l 

Sex (A) 0.24 1 0.24 < 1 n, s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 136,69 1 136.69 5.24 .05 

Type of F a t h e r 

Absence (C) 
39.06 2 19,53 < 1 n.s. 

A X B X C 177.31 2 88.65 3.40 ,05 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 

groups 1070,62 41 26.11 

absent were h i g h e r than the mean sco r e of working c l a s s g i r l s whose 

f a t h e r s were not ab s e n t . A t e s t was performed comparing the 

means of the f i r s t two w i t h the mean of the t h i r d and a s i g n i f i c a n t 

r e s u l t was o b t a i n e d (F = 6,81, d,f. = 1,41, p < ,025). That i s working 

c l a s s g i r l s e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t or permanent f a t h e r absence 

e x h i b i t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems than 

di d those working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were not absent. 
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T a b l e 2.10 

The r e s u l t s o f t h e a n a l y s i s o f s i m p l e main e f f e c t s 

o f t y p e o f f a t h e r absence on t h e t o t a l s c o r e s o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s 

B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

Source S.S. d . f . M.S 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l s 

30.97 2 15,48 < 1 n.s. 

2.30 2 1.15 < 1 n.s 

Type o f Absence x 

M i d d l e C l a s s Boys 

Type o f Absence x 

Working C l a s s Boys 

Type o f Absence x 

^ a d d l e C l a s s G i r l s 

Type o f Absence x 

Working C l a s s G i r l s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
1070.62 41 26.11 

groups 

50.80 2 25.40 < 1 n.s 

193.08 2 96.54 3.70 . .05 

Using t h e t a b l e o f t o t a l s c o r e s f o u n d i n Appendix 3.1.4, t h e number 

o f c h i l d r e n who o b t a i n e d t o t a l s c o r e s o f 13 o r more, t h e s c o r e 

c o n s i d e r e d t o i n d i c a t e t h e presence o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r ( R u t t e r , 

T i z a r d & Whitmore, 19 7 0 ) , was c a l c u l a t e d f o r each o f t h e t h r e e absence 

g r o u p s , i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no absence. The number o f 

c h i l d r e n i n each absence gr o u p o b t a i n i n g such a s c o r e may be f o u n d i n 

T a b l e 2.11. 
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T a b l e 2.11 

The number o f c h i l d r e n i n each o f t h e f a t h e r absence groups 

o b t a i n i n g a s c o r e o f t h i r t e e n o r more on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s 

B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o n ^ i l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) 

Score I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

% % % 
13 o r more 35 7 46.67 7 11.11 2 

Less t h a n 13 65 13 53.33 8 88.89 16 

TOTAL 100 20 100 15 100 18 

E x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e s c o r e s i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e h i g h e s t i n c i d e n c e 

o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r was f o u n d i n t h e permanent.absence gr o u p 

and t h e l o w e s t i n t h e no absence g r o u p . However t h e r e s u l t s o f 

4 .Chi s q u a r e d t e s t c a r r i e d o u t on the::scores was n o t s i g n i f i c a n t 

(X^ = 5.26, d . f . = 2, £ > . 0 5 ) . T h a t i s f a t h e r absence had no 

e f f e c t o n t h e i n c i d e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r . 

( i i ) N e u r o t i c i s m and A n t i - S o c i a l B e h a v i o u r Sub-Scales: 

A n e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was o b t a i n e d f o r each c h i l d by summing 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on i t e m s C, G, V, 6 and 15 ( ' s u f f e r s f r o m asthma', 

'had t e a r s on a r r i v a l a t s c h o o l o r r e f u s e d t o go i n t o t h e b u i l d i n g ' , 

'does he/she have any s l e e p i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s ? ' , ' o f t e n w o r r i e d , w o r r i e s 

a b o u t many t h i n g s ' , 'tends t o be f e a r f u l o r a f r a i d o f new t h i n g s o r 

new s i t u a t i o n s ' ) . S cores o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e may 

be f o u n d i n Appendix 3.1.5. 
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An a n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was o b t a i n e d f o r each 

c h i l d by summing s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on i t e m s I I I , 3, 13, 17 and 18 ('does 

he/she e v e r s t e a l t h i n g s ? ' , ' o f t e n d e s t r o y s own o r o t h e r s p r o p e r t y ' , 

• i s o f t e n d i s o b e d i e n t " , o f t e n t e l l s l i e s ' , ' b u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n ' ) . 

Scores o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e may be foun d i n 

Appendix 3.1.6. 

An e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e 

s c o r e s was c a r r i e d o u t f o r c h i l d r e n who o b t a i n e d t o t a l s c o r e s o f 

13 o r more. R u t t e r , T i z a r d and Whitmore (1970) used t h e n e u r o t i c 

and a n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s as a means o f c l a s s i f y i n g 

c h i l d r e n whose t o t a l s c o r e s were h i g h . These c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d 

as e x h i b i t i n g n e u r o t i c o r a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h sub-

s c a l e s c o r e was t h e h i g h e r . Such a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n was c a r r i e d o u t on 

th o s e c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g t o t a l s c o r e s o f 13 o r more i n t h e p r e s e n t 

s t u d y . S i x t e e n c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d such a s c o r e . One c h i l d e x p e r i e n c i n g 

permanent f a t h e r absence o b t a i n e d e q u a l s c o r e s on t h e n e u r o t i c i s m and 

a n t i - s o c i a l s u b - s c a l e s and so was n o t i n c l u d e d . The d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 

th e r e m a i n i n g c h i l d r e n i n t o n e i a r o t i c o r a n t i - s o c i a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s was 

c a l c u l a t e d f o r each o f t h e t h r e e f a t h e r absence g r o u p s , permanent, 

i n t e r m i t t e n t o r no absence and may be f o u n d i n T a b l e 2.12. 

Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y t e s t s were c a r r i e d o u t , one between 

th e permanent f a t h e r absence g r o u p and t h e no absence g r o u p and t h e 

o t h e r between t h e i n t e r m i t t e n t absence g r o u p and t h e no absence g r o u p . 

No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d . T h a t i s f a t h e r absence had no 

e f f e c t on t h e r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e o f n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r . 
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T a b l e 2.12 

The i n c i d e n c e o f n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r s e x h i b i t e d 

by c h i l d r e n i n each o f t h e t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups 

as measured by t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r C o m p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N e u r o t i c 2 2 1 

A n t i - s o c i a l 5 4 1 

T o t a l number o f s u b j e c t s = 15 

( i i i ) A n a l y s i s o f i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) : 

F i v e i t e m s o f S c a l e A{2) were examined s e p a r a t e l y . One o f t h e i t e m s 

r e f e r r e d t o b e d - w e t t i n g , o f i n t e r e s t because o f t h e r e p o r t by Matthews 

(1969) t h a t c h i l d r e n f r o m n a v a l f a m i l i e s e x h i b i t e d a l o w e r i n c i d e n c e 

o f b e d - w e t t i n g t h a n d i d a c o n t r o l g r o u p . One i t e m r e f e r r e d t o s t e a l i n g , 

o f i n t e r e s t because o f t h e number o f s t u d i e s t h a t r e p o r t an a s s o c i a t i o n 

between f a t h e r absence and d e l i n q u e n c y (eg. Douglas, 1970; Gibson, 1969) 

F i n a l l y t h r e e i t e m s r e f e r r e d t o b e h a v i o u r a s s o c i a t e d w i t h poor p e e r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s . B o t h S t o l z (1954) and T i l l e r (1958) have r e p o r t e d t h a t 

c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s a r e a b s e n t e x h i b i t p o o r p e e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

compared t o c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s a r e n o t a b s e n t . 

The i t e m s examined s e p a r a t e l y were: 
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I n t h e s e c t i o n on H e a l t h Problems 

D. Ctoes y o u r c h i l d wet t h e Bed? 

I n t h e s e c t i o n on H a b i t s 

I I I . Does y o u r c h i l d e v e r s t e a l t h i n g s ? 

I n t h e B e h a v i o u r s e c t i o n 

4. F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h 

o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

5. Not much l i k e d by o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

18, B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

As t h e r e p l i e s t o th e s e i t e m s were t o be examined i n d i v i d u a l l y i t 

was d e c i d e d t o t r a n s f o r m t h e responses t o n o m i n a l d a t a . T h a t i s i f t h e 

response was 'doesn't a p p l y ' t h e n t h e response was c l a s s i f i e d 'no'. 

C e r t a i n l y a p p l i e s o r a p p l i e s somewhat were c l a s s i f i e d 'yes'. The 

a n a l y s i s o f responses posed c e r t a i n p r o b l e m s . As t h e d a t a was n o m i n a l 

t h e s t a t i s t i c a l t e s t s t h a t c o u l d be used were l i m i t e d . Three f a c t o r s 

were o f i n t e r e s t , t h e s e were t y p e o f f a t h e r absence, sex o f c h i l d and 

s o c i a l c l a s s . No t e s t s were a v a i l a b l e t h a t c o u l d t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t a l l 

t h r e e f a c t o r s i n one a n a l y s i s as can t h e a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e f o r 

i n t e r v a l d a t a . C o n s e q u e n t l y d e c i s i o n s had t o be made as t o how t h e 

d a t a c o u l d be a r r a n g e d i n o r d e r t o p r o v i d e t h e maximum amount o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n . As f a t h e r absence was t h e c e n t r a l c o n c e r n o f t h e s t u d y i t 

was d e c i d e d t o compare s u b j e c t s on t h i s f a c t o r . However, b o t h sex and 

s o c i a l c l a s s were a l s o c o n s i d e r e d t o be i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r s t o be 

examined. To d i v i d e t h e d a t a up b o t h by sex and s o c i a l c l a s s w o u l d 

r e s u l t i n two p r o b l e m s . F i r s t l y t h e number o f s u b j e c t s t o be compared 

w o u l d be v e r y s m a l l and s e c o n d l y so many t e s t s w o u l d have t o be c a r r i e d 

120 



o u t t h a t t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e l e v e l w o u l d have t o be s e t v e r y h i g h i n o r d e r 

t o a v o i d an u n a c c e p t a b l e r i s k o f making Type I e r r o r s . 

A compromise was r e a c h e d . I t was d e c i d e d t o s p l i t t h e d a t a i n t o 

two groups by s o c i a l c l a s s b u t t o c o l l a p s e t h e sex f a c t o r , t h u s 

d i s c o u n t i n g sex d i f f e r e n c e s . Each o f t h e f i v e q u e s t i o n n a i r e i t e m s 

were examined s e p a r a t e l y and a two by t h r e e m a t r i x was c o n s t r u c t e d 

f o r each i t e m f o r each o f t h e two s o c i a l c l a s s e s . That i s t h e d a t a 

was a r r a n g e d i n t o t h r e e groups a c c o r d i n g t o t y p e o f f a t h e r absence, 

permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t o r none, and d i f f e r e n t r e s p o n s e s , yes o r no. 

However, t h e e x p e c t e d f r e q u e n c i e s o f t h e c e l l s was s t i l l t o o low t o 

e n a b l e c h i - s q u a r e d t e s t s t o be used, so t h e d a t a was r e a r r a n g e d a g a i n . 

The g r o u p e x p e r i e n c i n g no f a t h e r absence was compared w i t h t h e permanent 

f a t h e r absence g r o u p and t h e i n t e r m i t t e n t absence g r o u p s e p a r a t e l y u s i n g 

t h e F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t and s e t t i n g t h e r e q u i r e d s i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l a t .025. Thus two by two m a t r i c e s were c o n s t r u c t e d u s i n g one o f 

t h e two c o m b i n a t i o n s o f t h e absence f a c t o r as one d i m e n s i o n and 

a response o f yes o r no as t h e o t h e r . T a b l e s o f t h e d a t a may be f o u n d i n 

Appendices 3-1.7.and 3.1.8. No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d . T h a t 

i s d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f f a t h e r absence were n o t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

r e s p onses t o any o f t h e f i v e q u e s t i o n n a i r e i t e m s examined s e p a r a t e l y . 

Summary o f t h e R e s u l t s O b t a i n e d f r o m t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

1 . W o r k i n g c l a s s g i r l s e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent o r i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r 

absence e x h i b i t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f e m o t i o n a l and b e h a v i o u r a l 

p roblems t h a n d i d w o r k i n g c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were n o t a b s e n t . 
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2. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on t h e number o f c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g 

t o t a l s c o r e s o f 13 o r more on t h e s c a l e . ^ 

3. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on t h e r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e o f n e u r o t i c 

o r a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r . 

4. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on t h e i n c i d e n c e o f b e d - w e t t i n g , 

p o o r peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s o r s t e a l i n g . 

(b) E x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

C o m p l e t i o n by Teachers: S c a l e B(2) 

( i ) T o t a l s c o r e s : T o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by t h e c h i l d r e n may be 

fo u n d i n A p p e n d i x 3.1.9. A summary o f t h e s e s c o r e s showing t h e means 

and s t a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s o b t a i n e d by each sub-group may be f o u n d i n 

Table 2.13. A t h r e e - w a y a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d o u t on t h e 

s c o r e s . The t h r e e f a c t o r s were t y p e o f f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence; sex o f c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , m i d d l e c l a s s 

and w o r k i n g c l a s s . S i n c e t h e c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r t h e f a t h e r absence -

sex o f c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were u n e q u a l , a n a l y s i s o f u n w e i g h t e d 

means was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when t h e i n e q u a l i t y 

i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d t o e x p e r i m e n t a l t r e a t m e n t s ( K e p p e l , 

1973, p . 3 5 6 ) . A summary o f t h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be f o u n d 

i n T a b l e 2.14. A c o m p l e t e t a b l e o f t h e r e s u l t s o f t h e a n a l y s i s may 

be found i n Appendix 4.1.5. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due t o t y p e o f f a t h e r absence was 

o b t a i n e d (F = 3.62, d . f . = 2,41, £ < .05) and a f u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t 

e f f e c t o f s o c i a l c l a s s was o b t a i n e d (F^ = 4.37, d . f . = 1,41, £ < .05 

Both o f t h e s e f a c t o r s were a l s o i n v o l v e d i n a s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n 
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T a b l e 2.13 

Means and s t a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s o f t o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r no f a t h e r absence on t h e 

C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by Teachers: S c a l e B(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Mean 0.00 10.00 0.80 

M i d d l e S t a n d a r d 
D e v i a t i o n 0.00 1.41 0.84 

M 
Class Number o f A 9 5 

A S u b j e c t s . 

L Mean 6.40 6.17 4.40 

E 
Working 

S 
S t a n d a r d 
D e v i a t i o n 4.83 6.11 4.51 

Class Number o f 5 6 5 
S u b j e c t s 

Mean 1.17 2.00 3.75 

F 
M i d d l e 

E 
S t a n d a r d 
D e v i a t i o n 2.86 2,00 3.30 

Clas s 
M Number o f 

S u b j e c t s 6 3 4 

A 
Mean 5.00 7.00 3.00 

L 
^ Working S t a n d a r d 

D e v i a t i o n 4.53 5.48 2.71 

C l a s s 
S Number o f c A A 

S u b j e c t s •a 

T o t a l f o r Mean 3.20 6.07 2.94 

a l l s u b j e c t s S t a n d a r d 
D e v i a t i o n 4.28 5.15 3.21 

i n each 

absence g r o u p 
Number o f 
S u b j e c t s 20 15 18 
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T a b l e 2.14 

A summary o f t h e r e s u l t s o f t h e a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e 

o f t h e t o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by Teachers: S c a l e B ( 2 ) , 

showing main e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s 

^ j i T . . ^ S i g n i f i c a n c e Source S.S. d . f . M.S. F ^, 
— l e v e l 

Sex (A) . 11,52 1 11,52 < 1 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 68.37 1 68.37 4.37 .05 

Type o f f a t h e r 
113.16 2 56,58 3,62 ,05 

absence (C) 

A X B X C 101,75 2 50.88 3.25 .05 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
641.62 41 15.65 

groups 

w i t h sex o f c h i l d (F = 3.25, d . f . = 3,41, £ < . 0 5 ) , T h i s i n t e r a c t i o n 

was examined u s i n g an a n a l y s i s o f s i n ^ ^ l e main e f f e c t s due t o t y p e o f 

f a t h e r absence f o r each c o m b i n a t i o n o f l e v e l s o f t h e sex and s o c i a l c l a s s 

f a c t o r s . The r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s a r e shown i n T a b l e 2.15. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was o b t a i n e d f o r m i d d l e c l a s s boys (F = 7.99, d . f . = 

2,41, £ < . 0 1 ) . Mean s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by t h e m i d d l e c l a s s boys whose 

f a t h e r s were p e r m a n e n t l y a b s e n t were h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e 

c l a s s boys who.se f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y o r n o t a b s e n t . A t e s t was 

c a r r i e d o u t t o compare t h e mean o f t h e f i r s t g roup w i t h t h e means o f 

t h e second and t h i r d g r o u p and a s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was o b t a i n e d 

(F = 15.86, d . f . = 1,41, £ < . 0 1 ) . T h a t i s m i d d l e c l a s s boys 

e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence e x h i b i t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f 
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e m o t i o n a l and b e h a v i o u r a l p r o b l e m s t h a n d i d m i d d l e c l a s s boys 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t o r no absence. 

T a b l e 2.15 

The r e s u l t s o f t h e a n a l y s i s o f s i m p l e main e f f e c t s 

o f t y p e o f f a t h e r absence on t h e t o t a l s c o r e s o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s 

B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by Teachers: Scale B ( 2 ) 

p S i g n i f i c a n c e 
— L e v e l Source S.S. d . f . M.S 

Type o f Absence x 

M i d d l e C l a s s Boys 

Type o f Absence x 

Working C l a s s Boys 

Type o f Absence x 

M i d d l e C l a s s G i r l s 

Type o f Absence x 

Working C l a s s G i r l s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 

g r oups 

250.16 2 125.08 7.99 ,01 

9.66 2 4.83 < 1 n.s 

14.04 2 7.02 < 1 n.s 

24.24 2 12.12 < 1 n.s 

641.62 41 15.65 
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U s i n g t h e t a b l e o f t o t a l s c o r e s f o u n d i n Appendix 3.1.9, 

t h e nxamber o f c h i l d r e n who o b t a i n e d t o t a l s c o r e s o f n i n e o r more, 

t h e s c o r e c o n s i d e r e d t o i n d i c a t e t h e p r e s e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r 

( R u t t e r , 1967) was c a l c u l a t e d f o r each o f t h e t h r e e absence g r o u p s , 

permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t o r no f a t h e r absence. The number o f 

c h i l d r e n i n each absence g r o u p who o b t a i n e d such a s c o r e may be f o u n d 

i n T a b l e 2,16. An e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e s c o r e s i n d i c a t e d t h a t more 

c h i l d r e n i n t h e permanent absence g r o u p e x h i b i t e d p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r 

t h a n i n t h e o t h e r two g r o u p s . 

T a b l e 2.16 

The number o f c h i l d r e n i n each o f t h e t h r e e absence groups 

o b t a i n i n g a s c o r e o f n i n e o r more on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by Teachers: S c a l e B(2) 

Score I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Score . Absence Group . Absence Group Absence Group 

% % 
9 o r more 15 3 40 6 11.11 2 

l e s s t h a n 9 85 17 60 9 88.89 16 

TOTAL 100 20 100 15 100 18 

126 



The e x p e c t e d f r e q u e n c i e s i n t h e c e l l s were t o o s m a l l t o e n a b l e 

a c h i - s q u a r e d t e s t t o be c a r r i e d o u t . Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b c i b i l i t y 

T e s t s were c a r r i e d o u t , one c o m p a r i n g t h e i n t e r m i t t e n t absence g r o u p 

and t h e no absence g r o u p and t h e o t h e r c o m p a r i n g t h e permanent absence 

group and t h e no absence g r o u p . No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d . 

T h e r e f o r e f a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on t h e f r e q u e n c y w i t h w h i c h 

s c o r e s o f n i n e o r more were o b t a i n e d on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B ( 2 ) . 

( i i ) N e u r o t i c i s m and A n t i - S o c i a l B e h a v i o u r Sub-Scales: 

A n e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was o b t a i n e d f o r each c h i l d by summing 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on i t e m s 7, 10, 17 and 23 ( ' o f t e n w o r r i e d , w o r r i e s a b o u t 

many t h i n g s ' , ' o f t e n appears m i s e r a b l e , unhappy, t e a r f u l o r d i s t r e s s e d ' , 

'tends t o be f e a r f u l o r a f r a i d o f new t h i n g s o r new s i t u a t i o n s ' , 'has 

had t e a r s on a r r i v a l a t s c h o o l o r r e f u s e s t o go i n t o t h e b u i l d i n g ' ) . 

Scores o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e may be f o u n d i n 

Appendix 3.1.10. 

An a n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was o b t a i n e d f o r each 

c h i l d by summing s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on i t e m s 4, 5, 15, 19, 20 and 26 

{ ' o f t e n d e s t r o y s o r damages own o r o t h e r s ' p r o p e r t y ' , ' f r e q u e n t l y 

f i g h t s o r i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n * , ' i s o f t e n 

d i s o b e d i e n t ' , ' o f t e n t e l l s l i e s ' , 'has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one o r more 

o c c a s i o n s i n t h e p a s t t w e l v e months', ' b u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n ' ) . 

Scores o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e may be f o u n d i n 

Appendix 3.1.11. 

An e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r sxab-

s c a l e s c o r e s was c a r r i e d o u t f o r c h i l d r e n who o b t a i n e d t o t a l s c o r e s 
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o f n i n e o r more. R u t t e r (1967) used t h e n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l 

b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s as a means o f c l a s s i f y i n g c h i l d r e n whose 

t o t a l s c o r e s were h i g h . These c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d as e x h i b i t i n g 

n e u r o t i c o r a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h s u b - s c a l e s c o r e 

was t h e h i g h e r . Such a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n was c a r r i e d o u t on t h o s e 

c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g t o t a l s c o r e s o f n i n e o r more i n t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y . 

Eleven c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d such a s c o r e . One c h i l d i n t h e no absence 

gr o u p o b t a i n e d e q u a l s c o r e s on t h e n e u r o t i c i s m and a n t i - s o c i a l s ub-

s c a l e s and so was n o t i n c l u d e d . The d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e r e m a i n i n g 

c h i l d r e n i n t o n e u r o t i c o r a n t i - s o c i a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s was c a l c u l a t e d 

f o r each o f t h e t h r e e f a t h e r absence g r o u p s and may be foun d i n 

Table 2.17. 

Ta b l e 2.17 

The i n c i d e n c e o f n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r s e x h i b i t e d by 

c h i l d r e n i n each o f t h e t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups 

as measured by t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

. f o r C o m p l e t i o n by Teachers: S c a l e B(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N e u r o t i c 2 3 

A n t i - S o c i a l 1 3 

T o t a l number o f s u b j e c t s = 10 
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Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s were c a r r i e d o u t , one between 

t h e permanent absence g r o u p and t h e no absence group and t h e o t h e r 

between t h e i n t e r m i t t e n t absence g r o u p and t h e no absence group. No 

s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d . T h a t i s f a t h e r absence had no 

e f f e c t on t h e r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e o f n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r . 

( i i i ) A n a l y s i s o f I n d i v i d u a l i t e m s o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o n ^ l e t i o n by Teachers: Scale B ( 2 ) . 

Four i t e m s o f S c a l e B(2) were examined s e p a r a t e l y . Three o f t h e i t e m s 

r e f e r r e d t o b e h a v i o u r a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p o o r p e e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s . These 

were o f i n t e r e s t as r e s e a r c h ( e g . S t o l z e t a l , 1954; T i l l e r , 1958) has 

r e p o r t e d t h a t c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s a r e a b s e n t e x h i b i t p o o r p e e r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s compared t o c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s a r e n o t a b s e n t . One 

i t e m r e f e r r e d t o s t e a l i n g , o f i n t e r e s t because o f t h e number o f s t u d i e s 

t h a t r e p o r t an a s s o c i a t i o n between f a t h e r absence and d e l i n q u e n c y 

(eg. D o u glas, 1970; Gibson, 1 9 6 9 ) , 

The i t e m s examined s e p a r a t e l y were: 

5. F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s o r i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h 

o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

6. No much l i k e d by o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

20. Has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one o r more o c c a s i o n s i n t h e 

l a s t t w e l v e months 

26. B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

The method o f a n a l y s i s was t h e same as t h a t used i n t h e 

e x a m i n a t i o n o f S c a l e A ( 2 ) . T h a t i s d a t a was s p l i t i n t o two g r o u p s , 

w o r k i n g c l a s s and m i d d l e c l a s s and responses were a n a l y s e d by means o f 

t h e F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t . C h i l d r e n i n t h e permanent f a t h e r 
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absence g r o u p were conpared w i t h c h i l d r e n i n t h e no f a t h e r absence 

gr o u p and c h i l d r e n i n t h e i n t e r m i t t e n t absence g r o u p were compared 

w i t h t h e no f a t h e r absence g r o u p . Two by two m a t r i c e s were c o n s t i r u c t e d 

u s i n g one o f t h e two c o m b i n a t i o n s o f absence on one d i m e n s i o n and 

a response o f yes o r no as t h e o t h e r , A t a b l e o f t h e d a t a may be f o u n d 

i n Appendix 3.1.12 and Appendix 3.1,13, No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were 

o b t a i n e d . T h a t i s f a t h e r absence was n o t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

r esponses t o any o f t h e f o u r i t e m s o f S c a l e B(2) examined s e p a r a t e l y , 

A summary o f t h e r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

1 . M i d d l e c l a s s boys e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence e x h i b i t e d 

a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f e m o t i o n a l and b e h a v i o u r a l problems t h a n d i d 

m i d d l e c l a s s boys e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t o r no f a t h e r absence, 

2. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on t h e number o f c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g 

a s c o r e o f n i n e o r more on t h e s c a l e , 

3. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on t h e r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e o f n e u r o t i c 

o r a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r , 

4. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on t h e i n c i d e n c e o f s t e a l i n g o r 

p o o r p e e r r e l a t i o n s . 

(c) A Comparison Between t h e R e s u l t s o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s Behavioxir 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) and t h e 

C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by 

T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B ( 2 ) 

A Pearson P r o d u c t Moment C o r r e l a t i o n was c a r r i e d o u t on t h e s c o r e s 

o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n on t h e two s c a l e s . A c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t 
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between t h e two o f 0.35 was o b t a i n e d , w h i c h was n o t s i g n i f i c a n t . Twenty 

c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d as e x h i b i t i n g p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r on t h e 

b a s i s o f t h e i r s c o r e s on e i t h e r S c a l e A(2) o r Sc a l e B ( 2 ) . Of t h e s e 

seven were so c l a s s i f i e d on b o t h s c a l e s . 

E x a m i n a t i o n o f I n d i v i d u a l I t e m s o f t h e B i o g r a p h i c a l and E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e o f t h e i n t e r v i e w w i t h t h e mother t h e r e s e a r c h e r 

completed t h e B i o g r a p h i c a l and E n v i r o n m e n t a l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . Nine i t e m s 

o f t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e were sxabjected t o s t a t i s t i c a l a n a l y s i s i n o r d e r t o 

e s t a b l i s h w h e t h e r m o t h e r s i n t h e t h r e e f a t h e r absence g r o u p s , permanent, 

i n t e r m i t t e n t o r no absence, d i f f e r e d i n t h e i r r e s p o n s e s . 

These i t e m s were: 

1 . How many s c h o o l s has t h e c h i l d a t t e n d e d ? 

2. I s t h e c h i l d happy a t s c h o o l ? 

3. Does mother r e a d w i t h t h e c h i l d ? 

4. Does f a t h e r r e a d w i t h t h e c h i l d ? 

5. Does mother t a k e t h e c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

6. Does f a t h e r t a k e t h e c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

7. Does t h e f a t h e r t a k e a b i g p a r t i n managing t h e c h i l d ? 

8. Has mother been i n p a i d work s i n c e t h e b i r t h o f t h e c h i l d ? 

9. Does t h e f a m i l y own i t s own home? 

These i t e m s were a n a l y s e d i n t h e same way as were t h e s e p a r a t e i t e m s 

o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s f o r C o m p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s 

and Teachers. The d a t a was s p l i t i n t o two g r o u p s , m i d d l e c l a s s and 
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working c l a s s . W i t h i n these two groups c h i l d r e n permanently f a t h e r 

absent were compared w i t h the no f a t h e r absence group and c h i l d r e n 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y a b s e n t were compared w i t h the no f a t h e r absence group. 

Two by two m a t r i c e s were c o n s t r u c t e d u s i n g one of the two combinations 

of absence a s one dimension and responses o f yes or no as the o t h e r , 

A t a b l e o f the data may be found i n Appendix 3.1.14 and Appendix 

3.1,15, F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s were c a r r i e d out on these d a t a 

and one s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was o b t a i n e d . I n the middle c l a s s group 

f a m i l i e s i n which the f a t h e r was i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent were l e s s l i k e l y 

to l i v e i n t h e i r own house than were f a m i l i e s i n which the f a t h e r was 

not absent. No o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were obtained. 

The inteirview s c h e d u l e s of the permanent absence group were examined 

to e s t a b l i s h which of the c h i l d r e n continued to have c o n t a c t w i t h t h e i r 

f a t h e r s s i n c e the p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e . I n the middle c l a s s group one boy 

continued t o see h i s f a t h e r and one d i d not w h i l s t none o f the f a t h e r s 

of the t h r e e g i r l s m a i n t a i n e d c o n t a c t . I n the working c l a s s group 

three boys continued to see t h e i r f a t h e r s and t h r e e d i d not w h i l s t 

none of the f a t h e r s o f the four working c l a s s g i r l s maintained c o n t a c t . 

Summary of r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d from the B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

1. I n the middle c l a s s group, f a m i l i e s i n which the f a t h e r was 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent were l e s s l i k e l y to own t h e i r own house than were 

f a m i l i e s i n which the f a t h e r was not absent. 

2. No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d f o r any o t h e r item. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

A DISCUSSION OF THE RESULTS OF THE INVESTIGATION OF FATHER ABSENCE 

I f the r e s u l t s o f the p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f the e f f e c t s o f 

f a t h e r absence on the c o g n i t i v e development and i n c i d e n c e of emotional 

and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 

a r e examined some d i f f e r e n c e s between them and those obtained i n 

previous r e s e a r c h become apparent. 

Examining f i r s t l y those f i n d i n g s obtained from the study of 

c o g n i t i v e development u s i n g the Wechsler I n t e l l i g e n c e S c a l e f o r 

C h i l d r e n (WISC), i t was found t h a t f a t h e r absence, both i n t e r m i t t e n t 

and permanent was not a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n c e s i n s c o r e s o b t a i n e d 

by the c h i l d r e n on t h i s t e s t . T h i s was the case f o r P u l l S c a l e , 

Verbal S c a l e and Performance S c a l e IQ and a l s o s c o r e s on the t e n 

s u b - t e s t s . No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s were found a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

f a t h e r absence alone or i n t e r a c t i n g w i t h s o c i a l c l a s s o r sex of c h i l d . 

T h i s f i n d i n g i s i n c o n t r a s t t o those r e p o r t e d by Maxwell (1961) and 

L e s s i n g e t a l (1970). I n both o f these s t u d i e s the i n f l u e n c e o f 

f a t h e r absence on WISC s c o r e s was examined. I n both c a s e s d i f f e r e n c e s 

were found between s c o r e s on the WISC obtained by c h i l d r e n who had 

and had not e x p e r i e n c e d f a t h e r absence. 

I n Maxwell's study i t was re p o r t e d t h a t c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

f a t h e r absence a f t e r the age of 5 y e a r s obtained lower s c o r e s on 

two of the v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s . P i c t u r e Arrangement, P i c t u r e Completion 
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and Coding. I n the case of the study by L e s s i n g e t a l (1970) i t has 

al r e a d y been s t a t e d t h a t , because of the way t h a t data were a n a l y s e d , 

only r e s u l t s s i g n i f i c a n t a t the .01 l e v e l o r g r e a t e r would be 

consi d e r e d v a l i d (see p . 5 4 ) . Given t h i s c r i t e r i o n some r e s u l t s 

i n d i c a t i n g d i f f e r e n c e s i n the WISC s c o r e s o f f a t h e r absent and f a t h e r 

p r e s e n t c h i l d r e n were obtained i n the study by L e s s i n g e t a l . 

S i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s were obtained by the r e s e a r c h e r s between 

s o c i a l c l a s s and f a t h e r absence on t h r e e v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s . Comprehension, 

S i m i l a r i t i e s and Vocabulary and a l s o on Verb a l IQ s c o r e s . There were 

no d i f f e r e n c e s between f a t h e r absent and f a t h e r p r e s e n t middle c l a s s 

c h i l d r e n . S i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s were found i n the case of working 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n . F a t h e r absent c h i l d r e n obtained lower mean s c o r e s on 

the t h r e e v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s and on V e r b a l IQ than d i d f a t h e r p r e s e n t 

c h i l d r e n . 

Other s t u d i e s have a l s o r e p o r t e d t h a t c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g f a t h e r 

absence o b t a i n e d lower s c o r e s on measures of c o g n i t i v e performance than 

di d c h i l d r e n who had not exp e r i e n c e d f a t h e r absence. T h i s was the c a s e 

both f o r c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent absence (Blanchard & B i l l e r , 

1971; Santrock, 1972) and f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s of c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence ( H i l l e n b r a n d , 1971; Lee, 1974). 

I t i s , t h e r e f o r e , n e c e s s a r y to c o n s i d e r why no s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i f f e r e n c e s were found between f a t h e r absent and f a t h e r p r e s e n t 

c h i l d r e n i n the p r e s e n t s tudy. One reason might be t h a t c h i l d r e n i n 

t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n s were younger than those i n the s t u d i e s r e f e r r e d 

to above. I n Maxwell's study s u b j e c t s were aged between 8 y e a r s 

and 13 y e a r s and i n the study of L e s s i n g e t a l s u b j e c t s were aged 
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between 9 y e a r s and 15 y e a r s . I t inay be, then, t h a t d i f f e r e n c e s do 

e x i s t between c h i l d r e n who have ex p e r i e n c e d f a t h e r absence and those 

who have not, but t h a t they do not appear u n t i l a f t e r the c h i l d r e n 

have reached 7 y e a r s of age. 

The d i s c r e p a n c y between the f i n d i n g s of the p r e s e n t study and 

those reported by Maxwell (1961) and L e s s i n g e t a l (1970) may a l s o be 

due to d i f f e r e n c e s i n the p o p u l a t i o n s from which the samples f o r the 

s t u d i e s were drawn. I n both the e a r l i e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s c h i l d r e n who 

had been r e f e r r e d to c h i l d guidance c l i n i c s were s t u d i e d w h i l e i n the 

p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n samples were drawn from the whole p o p u l a t i o n of 

the c i t y i n which the r e s e a r c h was c a r r i e d out. I t may be t h a t 

c h i l d r e n who have emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems n e c e s s i t a t i n g 

t h e i r attendance a t a c l i n i c a r e more a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence 

than a r e c h i l d r e n without such problems. 

Another d i f f e r e n c e between Maxwell's st u d y and t h i s one was t h a t 

i n the former absence was d e f i n e d a s o c c u r r i n g a f t e r the c h i l d was 

5 y e a r s o l d , w h i l s t i n the l a t t e r absence was d e f i n e d as l a s t i n g a t 

l e a s t a year before the age of 5 y e a r s . Examining r e s u l t s from 

Maxwell's study i t was found t h a t t h e r e was no r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

Wise s c o r e s and absence of the f a t h e r b e f o r e the age of 5 y e a r s . 

Absence i n the c a s e of the study of L e s s i n g e t a l was d e f i n e d as two 

y e a r s , not n e c e s s a r i l y c o n s e c u t i v e , w i t h no c o n t r o l over age o f o n s e t 

of absence. I n n e i t h e r of the e a r l i e r s t u d i e s was the reason f o r the 

absence c o n s i d e r e d , w h i l s t i n the p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n a d i s t i n c t i o n 

was made between permanent absence due to d i v o r c e and i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence due to the f a t h e r ' s o c c u p a t i o n . 
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V / h i l s t no d i f f e r e n c e s were found i n the p r e s e n t study t h a t c o u l d 

be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f a t h e r absence, some s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s 

between the c h i l d r e n were found. Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n obtained 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r mean s c o r e s on both F u l l S c a l e and Verbal IQ 

than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . There was no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e 

between the two s o c i a l c l a s s groups i n the s c o r e s obtained on the 

measure of Performance IQ. I n a d d i t i o n to t h i s middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

obtained s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r s c o r e s on v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s than d i d 

worlcing c l a s s c h i l d r e n . S i m i l a r f i n d i n g s have been repor t e d many 

times by other r e s e a r c h e r s (eg. Davie e t a l , 1972; Douglas e t a l , 

1968). Working c l a s s c h i l d r e n have r e p e a t e d l y been found to o b t a i n 

lower s c o r e s on measures o f v e r b a l a b i l i t y and to o b t a i n lower IQ 

s c o r e s when the measures used have a high v e r b a l loading. 

Such c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s are l e s s marked when measures w i t h low v e r b a l 

l o a d i n g such as Raven's P r o g r e s s i v e M a t r i c e s are employed ( B e r n s t e i n , 

1961). 

To summarise the above, r e s u l t s o btained i n the p r e s e n t study 

which r e f e r to f a t h e r absence do not agree w i t h those reported by 

ot h e r r e s e a r c h e r s : No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s were obtained t h a t 

were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f a t h e r absence, e i t h e r permanent or i n t e r m i t t e n t . 

I t may be t h a t the d i s c r e p a n c y was due to the f a c t t h a t the c h i l d r e n 

examined i n the p r e v i o u s s t u d i e s were o l d e r than those examined i n 

t h i s study. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t f a t h e r absence does i n f l u e n c e 

c o g n i t i v e development, but t h a t the i n f l u e n c e does not become apparent 

u n t i l a f t e r the c h i l d has reached the age o f 7 y e a r s . A second 

p o s s i b i l i t y i s t h a t when o t h e r a s p e c t s of the c h i l d ' s environment a r e 
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kept c o n s t a n t , then d i f f e r e n c e s t h a t have been a t t r i b u t e d to f a t h e r 

absence d i s a p p e a r . I f t h i s i s the case then d i s c r e p a n c i e s i n the 

r e s u l t s may be due to d i f f e r e n c e s i n the design of t h i s study compared 

to e a r l i e r ones. F u r t h e r r e s e a r c h i s r e q u i r e d to determine the reason 

for the d i f f e r e n c e s i n r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d . 

I n order to examine the p o s s i b l e r e a s o n s f o r the d i s c r e p a n c i e s i n 

the r e s u l t s an a d d i t i o n a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i l l be c a r r i e d out. T h i s 

second i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i l l examine a group of c h i l d r e n s i m i l a r to those 

a l r e a d y s t u d i e d i n age, sex, s o c i a l c l a s s and f a t h e r absence 

e x p e r i e n c e s i n o r der to e s t a b l i s h whether r e s u l t s of the f i r s t study 

may be r e p l i c a t e d w i t h a second sample. I n a d d i t i o n another o l d e r 

group of c h i l d r e n w i l l be s t u d i e d . These c h i l d r e n w i l l be s i m i l a r 

to those a l r e a d y s t u d i e d i n sex and absence e x p e r i e n c e but w i l l be 

o l d e r , t h a t i s between 8 and 11 y e a r s of age. The i n c l u s i o n o f . t h i s 

o l d e r group w i l l enable examination o f the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n c o g n i t i v e development t h a t a r e due t o the i n f l u e n c e of 

f a t h e r absence do not appear u n t i l the c h i l d has p a s t seven y e a r s of 

age. 

Turning to the i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f the i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and 

b e h a v i o u r a l problems e x h i b i t e d by the c h i l d r e n , r e s u l t s obtained from 

the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s w i l l 

be examined f i r s t . A n a l y s i s of t o t a l s c o r e s r e v e a l e d t h a t absence o f 

the f a t h e r a f f e c t e d s c o r e s obtained by working c l a s s g i r l s . No 

s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s were found between boys e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent, 

i n t e r m i t t e n t or no f a t h e r absence. T o t a l s c o r e s obtained by working 

c l a s s g i r l s i n the permanent and i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence groups 
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were h i g h e r than those obtained by working c l a s s g i r l s who had not 

e x p e r i e n c e d f a t h e r absence. That i s t h a t , i n the case of working 

c l a s s g i r l s , mothers o f those i n the permanent and i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r 

absence groups r e p o r t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l 

problems than d i d mothers of those i n the no absence group. I n both 

the permanent and i n t e r m i t t e n t absence groups the mean score obtained 

by the working c l a s s g i r l s was equal t o or g r e a t e r than 13, the 

s c o r e c o n s i d e r e d to i n d i c a t e the presence o f b e h a v i o u r a l or emotional 

d i s o r d e r ( R u t t e r , T i z a r d & Whitmore, 1970). 

T h i s r e s u l t d i f f e r s from t h a t which was expected on the b a s i s of 

f i n d i n g s from p r e v i o u s s t u d i e s . I n those t h a t r e p o r t e d d i f f e r e n c e s 

between c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g f a t h e r absence and those who had not, i t 

was boys r a t h e r than g i r l s who were found to be most a f f e c t e d . T h i s 

was the c a s e both i n s t u d i e s of a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour( Grygier e t a l , 

1969.; Hersov, 1960; Hoffman, 1971) and o t h e r a s p e c t s o f adjustment 

(Lecorgne & Laosa, 1 9 7 6 ) . The number of s t u d i e s i n v e s t i g a t i n g the 

a s s o c i a t i o n between f a t h e r absence and p e r s o n a l adjustment i n g i r l s i s 

not high. Two of those t h a t have been c a r r i e d out p o i n t t o a h i g h e r 

i n c i d e n c e o f problems i n g i r l s who have ex p e r i e n c e d f a t h e r absence 

compared to those who have not. K o l l e r (1971) r e p o r t e d t h a t , compared 

to non-delinquents, d e l i n q u e n t females were more l i k e l y to have 

exp e r i e n c e d f a t h e r absence. Hersov (1950) found t h a t females who had 

e x p e r i e n c e d f a t h e r absence were more l i k e l y to t r u a n t than those who 

had not. A l a r g e r number of s t u d i e s demonstrated no d i f f e r e n c e s 

between f a t h e r absent g i r l s and t h o s e whose f a t h e r s had not been absent 

(Bach, 1946; Hoffman., 1971; Lecorgne & Laosa, 1976; S e a r s , 1951; 

S t o l z , 1954). 
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S o c i a l c l a s s as a v a r i a b l e has not been e x t e n s i v e l y examined i n 

the s t u d i e s o f f a t h e r absence i n g i r l s . However, i n those s t u d i e s 

t h a t have found a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems i n those c h i l d r e n who 

have ex p e r i e n c e d f a t h e r absence, working c l a s s f a t h e r absent c h i l d r e n 

e x h i b i t e d more behaviour problems, although t h i s was o n l y so f o r those 

r e l a t i n g to a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour ( e . g . , Douglas, 1970; Gregory, 1965). 

The f i n d i n g t h a t o n l y working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r a r e absent, 

whether permanently o r i n t e r m i t t e n t l y , o b t a i n s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r 

s c o r e s on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 

Parents i s unexpected i n the l i g h t of r e s u l t s o f p r e v i o u s r e s e a r c h . 

T h e r e f o r e , and g i v e n the s m a l l numbers i n each o f the three working 

c l a s s female absence sub-groups, r e p l i c a t i o n of the r e s u l t s i s 

n e c e s s a r y b e f o r e such a f i n d i n g may be a c c e p t e d . 

A l l o t h e r r e s u l t s obtained from the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s demonstrate t h a t , except f o r 

working c l a s s g i r l s , f a t h e r absence i s not a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a h i g h e r 

i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems than i s found i n . 

c h i l d r e n who have not e x p e r i e n c e d f a t h e r cibsence. As expected the 

i n c i d e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r was h i g h e s t i n the c h i l d r e n of 

d i v o r c e d p a r e n t s and next h i g h e s t i n the c h i l d r e n o f n a v a l f a m i l i e s but 

the d i f f e r e n c e between the t h r e e absence groups was not s i g n i f i c a n t . 

A l s o , when the r e s u l t s o btained from i n d i v i d u a l items of the s c a l e 

were examined, no d i f f e r e n c e s were found between the t h r e e absence 

gro\:?>s i n the i n c i d e n c e of bed-wetting, s t e a l i n g or poor peer 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 
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Examination of t o t a l s c o r e s obtained from the C h i l d r e n ' s 

Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by Teachers r e v e a l e d t h a t the 

only s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t t h a t was obtained was f o r middle c l a s s boys. 

Middle c l a s s boys whose f a t h e r s were permanently absent obtained 

higher s c o r e s than d i d middle c l a s s boys whose f a t h e r were 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y o r not absent. That i s permanent absence o f the f a t h e r 

was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a r e p o r t by t e a c h e r s of a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e of 

emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems. T h i s f i n d i n g corresponds more 

c l o s e l y to r e s u l t s r e p o r t e d by other r e s e a r c h e r s who have found 

d i f f e r e n c e s between f a t h e r absent and f a t h e r p r e s e n t c h i l d r e n than was 

the case w i t h r e p o r t s from the mothers. As only the boys whose 

f a t h e r s were permanently absent obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s than the no 

absence group, the f i n d i n g a l s o p r o v i d e s support f o r the a s s e r t i o n 

t h a t i t i s not simply p h y s i c a l absence of the f a t h e r t h a t i s a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems. Rather, the c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

preceding and accompanying the absence need to be considered ( R u t t e r , 

1972) . 

Two f a c t o r s , however, reduce confidence i n the r e s u l t s . F i r s t l y 

the numbers are s m a l l . Because of the d i f f i c u l t i e s i n o b t a i n i n g the 

cooperation of middle c l a s s mothers who had been d i v o r c e d , only two 

boys made up the male, middle c l a s s , permanently f a t h e r absent sub

group. With o n l y two s c o r e s i t i s i n p o s s i b l e to accept t h i s f i n d i n g 

without r e p l i c a t i o n . Secondly, no s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was obtained i n 

the case of working c l a s s boys. S t u d i e s t h a t have c o n t r o l l e d f o r 

s o c i a l c l a s s have, i n some c a s e s , found d i f f e r e n c e s between f a t h e r 

absent and f a t h e r p r e s e n t boys. However, i n the case of working c l a s s 
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boys i t appears to be the i n c i d e n c e o f a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour t h a t i s 

h i g h e r . One reason, t h e r e f o r e , f o r the absence o f a s i g n i f i c a n t 

r e s u l t f o r working c l a s s boys i n the p r e s e n t study might be due to t h e i r 

age. A l l c h i l d r e n i n v o l v e d i n the r e s e a r c h r e p o r t e d here were under 

8 y e a r s of age. A n t i - s o c i a l behaviour such as s t e a l i n g o r b u l l y i n g may 

be l e s s l i k e l y to occur a t such a young age. A l s o , a t t h i s age the 

behaviour even i f p r e s e n t may not be cons i d e r e d severe enough to be 

reported by the t e a c h e r . 

Given these f i n d i n g s , i t would be o f i n t e r e s t to d i s c o v e r f i r s t l y , 

whether they could bcf r e p l i c a t e d i n the c a s e of a f u r t h e r group o f 

c h i l d r e n s i m i l a r i n absence e x p e r i e n c e , age, sex and s o c i a l c l a s s . 

Secondly, i t would be worthwhile to e s t a b l i s h whether, i n the c a s e of 

a group of c h i l d r e n o l d e r than those a l r e a d y s t u d i e d , s i m i l a r r e s u l t s 

would be obtained or whether the e f f e c t s o f absence of the f a t h e r would 

be more apparent amongst o l d e r c h i l d r e n . 

Comparing the r e s u l t s obtained from the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s and the Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

Completion by Teachers, a c o r r e l a t i o n between the two o f 0.35 was 

obtained which was not s i g n i f i c a n t . Seven c h i l d r e n were found to 

o b t a i n s c o r e s of 13 o r more on the p a r e n t a l q u e s t i o n n a i r e as w e l l 

as o b t a i n i n g s c o r e s o f nine or more on the t e a c h e r s ' q u e s t i o n n a i r e . 

T h e r e f o r e o f the 20 c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g high s c o r e s on e i t h e r s c a l e 

35% o b t a i n e d high s c o r e s on both. The p r o p o r t i o n o f c h i l d r e n 

o b t a i n i n g high s c o r e s on both measures i n the p r e s e n t study was 

h i g h e r than t h a t found by R u t t e r , T i z a r d and Whitmore (1970) i n t h e i r 

e p i d e m i o l o g i c a l study o f 2960 c h i l d r e n . They r e p o r t e d t h a t o n l y i n 
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one s i x t h o f the c a s e s i n which c h i l d r e n obtained high s c o r e s on one 

s c a l e d i d they a l s o o b t a i n high s c o r e s on the o t h e r . However, as the 

agreement between the s c a l e s i n the p r e s e n t study i s not high and the 

c o r r e l a t i o n between the two i s not s i g n i f i c a n t , i t i s n e c e s s a r y to 

c o n s i d e r reasons f o r the d i s c r e p a n c i e s i n the r e p o r t s of t e a c h e r s and 

p a r e n t s . 

One p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t must be c o n s i d e r e d i s t h a t one or both of 

the s c a l e s might not be v a l i d , but s t u d i e s by R u t t e r (1967) and R u t t e r , 

T i z a r d and Whitmore (1970) have provided e x t e n s i v e evidence f o r t h e i r 

v a l i d i t y . I f the s c a l e s a r e v a l i d , then d i f f e r e n c e s between the 

r e p o r t s of p a r e n t s and t e a c h e r s r e f e r r i n g to the same c h i l d r e n may be 

due to a number of d i f f e r e n t f a c t o r s and t h e s e have been con s i d e r e d by 

R u t t e r , T i z a r d and Whitmore (1970). F i r s t l y , i t may be t h a t behaviour 

e x h i b i t e d by the c h i l d r e n i s s i t u a t i o n s p e c i f i c . That i s , i t may be 

obvious i n the school environment but may not appear i n the home 

s e t t i n g . T e a c h e r s may be more i n c l i n e d to note a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour 

because o f i t s d i s r u p t i v e e f f e c t s on the r e s t of the c l a s s or e l s e 

a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour may be denied by the p a r e n t s even though i t does 

e x i s t . Items may be i n t e r p r e t e d d i f f e r e n t l y by t e a c h e r s and p a r e n t s , 

o r i t may need a more extreme m a n i f e s t a t i o n of a c e r t a i n type of 

behaviour i n o r d e r t h a t i t may be n o t i c e d by the t e a c h e r . A mother 

might emphasise problems i f h e r c h i l d i s c a u s i n g her a n x i e t y , or i f 

she h e r s e l f has emotional or p r a c t i c a l problems. T h e r e f o r e , r e s u l t s 

o f the two s c a l e s do not need to correspond i n order t h a t both might 

be c o n s i d e r e d v a l i d . 

The f i n a l r e s u l t s to be c o n s i d e r e d here a r e those obtained from 

the mothers' responses to the B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental 
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Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . The o n l y item of those s u b j e c t e d to i n d i v i d u a l 

a n a l y s i s which y i e l d e d a s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s was t h a t r e f e r r i n g to the 

type o f accommodation occupied by f a m i l i e s . I t was found t h a t i n the 

case of the middle c l a s s group f a m i l i e s from which f a t h e r s were 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent were l e s s l i k e l y to own t h e i r own house than 

were f a m i l i e s from which the f a t h e r s were never absent. Such a r e s u l t 

might be due to the f a c t t h a t n a v a l personnel a r e expected to move to 

d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s when req u e s t e d , e i t h e r i n t h i s country or abroad. 

T h i s , added to the p r o v i s i o n by the navy o f r e n t e d accommodation, 

might d i s s u a d e n a v a l p e r s o n n e l from house purchase. 

No other s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were obtained, i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the 

three absence groups d i d not d i f f e r i n terms o f the number of s c h o o l s 

attended by the c h i l d r e n nor whether they were reported by t h e i r 

mothers to be happy a t s c h o o l . There was no d i f f e r e n c e between the 

groups i n the e x t e n t t o which the p a r e n t s read to t h e i r c h i l d r e n or 

took them on o u t i n g s . I n the c a s e of the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence 

groups there was no d i f f e r e n c e i n the e x t e n t to which mothers r e p o r t e d 

t h e i r husbands as t a k i n g a s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t i n c h i l d r e a r i n g . F i n a l l y 

t h e r e was no d i f f e r e n c e between the t h r e e absence groups i n the 

i n c i d e n c e o f mothers b e i n g i n p a i d employment. 

One f u r t h e r p i e c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n gathered from the i n t e r v i e w s 

w i t h the mothers who were d i v o r c e d was whether the c h i l d r e n i n those 

f a m i l i e s s t i l l had r e g u l a r c o n t a c t w i t h t h e i r f a t h e r s . I t was found 

t h a t amongst middle c l a s s and working c l a s s g i r l s none s t i l l maintained 

r e g u l a r c o n t a c t . Of the two middle c l a s s boys, one maintained r e g u l a r 

c o n t a c t with h i s f a t h e r and one d i d not and of the s i x working c l a s s 
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boys three maintained c o n t a c t and three d i d not. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

of the i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems r e v e a l e d t h a t 

i t was middle c l a s s boys and working c l a s s g i r l s who were a f f e c t e d 

by permanent absence of the f a t h e r . As one middle c l a s s boy 

maintained c o n t a c t w i t h h i s f a t h e r and one d i d not the maintainence 

of c o n t a c t appeared not to be important here. I t might be however 

t h a t the f a i l u r e of the working c l a s s g i r l s to maintain c o n t a c t 

w i t h t h e i r f a t h e r s was a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r i n t h e i r c a s e . A g a i n s t 

t h i s i s the f a c t t h a t middle c l a s s g i r l s , too, had no c o n t a c t w i t h 

t h e i r f a t h e r s but i n t h e i r c ase the i n c i d e n c e of emotional and 

b e h a v i o u r a l problems was no h i g h e r than amongst o t h e r middle c l a s s 

g i r l s . T h erefore, whether maintainence of c o n t a c t between f a t h e r s 

and c h i l d r e n has any i n f l u e n c e on the outcome o f the f a t h e r s ' absence 

needs to be i n v e s t i g a t e d f u r t h e r . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , the r e s u l t s obtained i n t h i s study d i f f e r from 

those reported i n p r e v i o u s r e s e a r c h , both i n the case o f the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n of c o g n i t i v e development and i n the r e p o r t of the 

i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems. Three p o s s i b l e 

e x p l a n a t i o n s might be advanced to e x p l a i n t h i s d i s c r e p a n c y . F i r s t l y , 

i t might be t h a t the p r e s e n t study took account of important 

v a r i a b l e s , sex, s o c i a l c l a s s and type of f a t h e r absence and c o n t r o l l e d 

f o r o t h e r s , f a m i l y s i z e and l e n g t h and age o f onset of absence, to 

a g r e a t e r degree than d i d the e a r l i e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . Consequently, 

the d i f f e r e n c e s i n r e s u l t s might be due to the g r e a t e r methodological 

adequacy of t h i s s tudy. Secondly, i t might be t h a t the nxambers 

enployed i n the p r e s e n t study were too s m a l l and t h a t the absence of 
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s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s where they have been repor t e d by o t h e r s was due 

to Type I I e r r o r . F i n a l l y i t might be t h a t the reason f o r the 

d i s c r e p a n c y might be due to the f a c t t h a t i n the p r e s e n t study the 

c h i l d r e n i n v e s t i g a t e d were younger than those i n v o l v e d i n most of the 

e a r l i e r r e s e a r c h . 

I n order to examine these p o s s i b i l i t i e s f u r t h e r an a d d i t i o n a l 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i l l be undertaken, s i m i l a r i n design to the f i r s t , but 

wit h the a d d i t i o n o f a second group of c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 

11 y e a r s of age. 
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C H A P T E R FOUR 

A SECOND I N V E S T I G A T I O N O F T H E E F F E C T S O F F A T H E R A B S E N C E 

ON C O G N I T I V E DEVELOPMENT, T H E I N C I D E N C E O F EM0TI0NA:> AND 

B E H A V I O U R A L PROBLEMS AND MOTHER-CHILD I N T E R A C T I O N 

INTRODUCTION 

I n Chapter One the r e s e a r c h concerned w i t h the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 

the e f f e c t s o f f a t h e r absence on c h i l d development was reviewed. The 

review r e v e a l e d the e x i s t e n c e o f many s t u d i e s t h a t r e p o r t e d an 

a s s o c i a t i o n between f a t h e r absence and c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s and emotional 

and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n c h i l d r e n . However, c r i t i c a l e v a l u a t i o n of 

the r e s e a r c h r e v e a l e d many methodological i n a d e q u a c i e s . Among th e s e 

i n a d e q u a c i e s was the f a i l u r e to take account of the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f 

v a r i a b l e s such as s o c i a l c l a s s , sex of c h i l d , type and length of 

f a t h e r absence and f a m i l y s i z e . T h i s f a i l u r e was apparent both i n the 

design of the s t u d i e s and i n the c o n c l u s i o n s drawn from the r e s u l t s . 

A f u r t h e r inadequacy was the frequent use of samples drawn from narrow 

p o p u l a t i o n s such as c h i l d guidance c l i n i c p a t i e n t s or c o n v i c t e d 

j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s . 

The study r e p o r t e d i n the preceding pages examined the e f f e c t o f 

f a t h e r absence on the c o g n i t i v e development and i n c i d e n c e of emotional 

and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n a group of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 y e a r s 

and 7 y e a r s . The study was designed to take account o f v a r i a b l e s i n 

a d d i t i o n to f a t h e r absence, Male and female c h i l d r e n from middle c l a s s 
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and working c l a s s f a m i l i e s who had e x p e r i e n c e d e i t h e r permanent or 

i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence were examined. Length of absence and 

family s i z e were c o n t r o l l e d . I n a d d i t i o n the saii?)le was drawn from 

the whole p o p u l a t i o n o f the c i t y i n which the study was c a r r i e d o ut. 

The r e s u l t s o f the study r e v e a l e d no d i f f e r e n c e s i n c o g n i t i v e 

development between the c h i l d r e n t h a t were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h permanent 

or i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence. I n the c a s e of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 

emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems mothers of g i r l s i n the working 

c l a s s group who had exp e r i e n c e d permanent or i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r 

absence r e p o r t e d a hi g h e r i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l 

problems than d i d mothers o f working c l a s s g i r l s who had not e x p e r i e n c e d 

f a t h e r absence. Both of these r e s u l t s were i n c o n t r a s t to those 

expected from p r e v i o u s r e s e a r c h . C o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s were r e p o r t e d i n 

a number o f s t u d i e s and boys were more o f t e n found to be a f f e c t e d by 

f a t h e r absence than were g i r l s . 

Only one r e s u l t , o btained from t e a c h e r s r e p o r t s , was i n the 

expected d i r e c t i o n . Middle c l a s s boys who experienced permanent f a t h e r 

absence were r e p o r t e d by t e a c h e r s to e x h i b i t a hi g h e r i n c i d e n c e of 

emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems than were middle c l a s s boys who 

experienced i n t e r m i t t e n t or no f a t h e r absence. Contrary to 

e x p e c t a t i o n s , however, no d i f f e r e n c e s between the thr e e absence groups 

were found f o r the t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by working c l a s s boys. 

The f i n d i n g s o f the study, w i t h one e x c e p t i o n , were, t h e r e f o r e , 

i n c o n t r a s t to the r e s u l t s obtained i n a number of s t u d i e s d e s c r i b e d 

i n Chapter One, The reasons f o r the d i s c r e p a n c i e s i n the r e s u l t s were 

co n s i d e r e d i n Chapter Three. B r i e f l y , t h r e e p o s s i b i l i t i e s were 
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examined. F i r s t l y , e a r l i e r s t u d i e s employed inadequate c o n t r o l s , 

f a i l e d to c o n s i d e r the r e l e v a n c e of important v a r i a b l e s other than 

f a t h e r absence and s e l e c t e d samples from narrow p o p u l a t i o n s . 

Consequently t h e i r f i n d i n g s were an a r t e f a c t of inadequate methodology. 

A second p o s s i b i l i t y c o n s i d e r e d was t h a t the r e s u l t s obtained i n the 

study r e p o r t e d here were an example of a Type I I e r r o r . That i s t h a t 

no d i f f e r e n c e s between c h i l d r e n were demonstrated even though they d i d 

e x i s t , the r e ason f o r the e r r o r b e i n g the s m a l l sample s i z e . The f i n a l 

p o s s i b i l i t y c o n s i d e r e d was t h a t the age of the c h i l d r e n accounted f o r 

the d i s c r e p a n c i e s . The c h i l d r e n examined i n the study reported i n the 

preceding c h a p t e r s were younger than those i n most of the p revious 

s t u d i e s i n which s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s were found t h a t could be 

a t t r i b u t e d t o f a t h e r absence. I t was c o n s i d e r e d p o s s i b l e t h e r e f o r e 

t h a t f a t h e r absence has an i n f l u e n c e on c o g n i t i v e development and i s 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems as reported by 

o t h e r r e s e a r c h e r s , but t h a t t h i s i n f l u e n c e does not become apparent 

\antil a f t e r those e x p e r i e n c i n g f a t h e r absence have reached 7 

y e a r s of age. 

I n o r d e r to examine these t h r e e p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n s f o r 

d i s c r e p a n c i e s i n the r e s u l t s between the f i r s t study and p revious 

r e s e a r c h a f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n was undertaken. A second group of 

c h i l d r e n aged between 5 y e a r s and 7 y e a r s was s t u d i e d i n order to 

e s t a b l i s h whether r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d i n the f i r s t study could be 

r e p l i c a t e d . I n a d d i t i o n , a f u r t h e r group of c h i l d r e n aged between 

8 y e a r s and 11 y e a r s was i n c l u d e d i n order to i n v e s t i g a t e the 

p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t d i s c r e p a n c i e s were due to d i f f e r e n c e s i n ages o f 

the c h i l d r e n s t u d i e s . 
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The second study was designed to examine the c o g n i t i v e development 

and i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g one of two types of f a t h e r absence, permanent or 

i n t e r m i t t e n t and to compare them with c h i l d r e n who had not expe r i e n c e d 

f a t h e r absence. C h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent absence were drawn 

from f a m i l i e s i n which the p a r e n t s had been d i v o r c e d and c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence were drawn from f a m i l i e s i n which the 

f a t h e r s were s e r v i n g members o f the Royal Navy. Both male and female 

c h i l d r e n from middle c l a s s and working c l a s s f a m i l i e s were i n c l u d e d 

i n the sample. 

The second i n v e s t i g a t i o n , i n a d d i t i o n to examining reasons f o r the 

r e s u l t s o btained i n the f i r s t study was a l s o designed to examine the 

i n f l u e n c e o f f a t h e r absence on some a s p e c t s of moth e r - c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n , 

T h i s was r e f e r r e d to b r i e f l y i n the f i r s t study i n t h a t mothers were 

asked whether they spent time r e a d i n g w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n and t a k i n g 

them on o u t i n g s . No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s were o b t a i n e d i n the 

r e p l i e s o f mothers of c h i l d r e n i n the t h r e e absence groups. 

I n s p i t e o f the absence o f s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s obtained i n the 

f i r s t study i t was c o n s i d e r e d t o be of i n t e r e s t to examine a s p e c t s o f 

mot h e r - c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n i n more d e t a i l i n the second study. F a t h e r 

absence might be expected t o i n f l u e n c e i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers and 

c h i l d r e n f o r a number of r e a s o n s . Women whose husbands a r e absent, 

whatever the reason, e x p e r i e n c e some problems i n common. Depression 

i s r e p o r t e d both by women e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent absence of t h e i r 

husbands due to d i v o r c e (Marsden, 1969) and by those e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence as a r e s u l t o f t h e i r husbands' occupation 
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(Matthews, 1969; Seebohm, 1973). L o n e l i n e s s and resentment a r e a l s o 

reported by both groups of mothers (Brandwein e t a l , 1974; D u v a l l , 1945; 

Marsden, 1969). Both groups r e p o r t a n x i e t y about t h e i r a b i l i t y to 

f u l f i l l a d u a l p a r e n t a l r o l e (Brandwein e t a l , 1974; Marsden, 1969; 

Matthews, 1969). 

Women alone because o f d i v o r c e r e p o r t some problems t h a t d i f f e r 

from those e x p e r i e n c e d by women whose husbands a r e i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

absent. F r e u d e n t h a l (1959), C a r t e r and C l i c k (1970), Coode (1948) and 

Marsden (1969) found t h a t d i v o r c e d women ex p e r i e n c e d f e e l i n g s o f shame, 

anger and g u i l t . They tend to be s t i g m a t i s e d by s o c i e t y (Brandwein 

e t a l , 1974) and e x p e r i e n c e economic h a r d s h i p p a r t i c u l a r l y when they 

are of low socioeconomic s t a t u s (Brandwein e t a l , 1974; F i n e r , 1974; 

Marsden, 1969; Wynn, 1964) . Women e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence 

whose husbands a r e i n the Royal Navy r e p o r t a n x i e t y about them w h i l e 

they a r e away. They a l s o r e p o r t problems a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the frequent 

moves made n e c e s s a r y by t h e i r husbands* occ u p a t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n t h e r e 

a r e problems a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the husband's r e t u r n such as c o n f l i c t o f 

d i s c i p l i n e t e c h n i q u e s employed i n the management o f the c h i l d r e n and 

the re-emergence o f m a r i t a l d i f f i c u l t i e s (Matthews, 1969). 

The e x i s t e n c e o f the problems o u t l i n e d above may have an i n f l u e n c e 

on m o t h e r - c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n i n a number of ways. Anxiety because o f 

p r a c t i c a l problems may r e s u l t i n lower t o l e r a n c e on the inother's p a r t , 

not only o f a c t u a l misdemeanours, but a l s o o f the everyday demands f o r 

a t t e n t i o n , q u e s t i o n i n g and so on. F e e l i n g s of d e p r e s s i o n and 

l o n e l i n e s s may be communicated to the c h i l d . A n x i e t y about c a r r y i n g 

out a dua l p a r e n t a l r o l e may r e s u l t i n the mother u s i n g more r e p r e s s i v e 
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d i s c i p l i n a r y techniques than would normally be the c a s e , or e l s e the 

d e s i r e to make up f o r the absence of the f a t h e r may r e s u l t i n an 

i n c r e a s e i n p e r m i s s i v e n e s s . A l s o the mother without an a d u l t companion 

may p l a c e g r e a t e r demands on the c h i l d f o r f u l f i l m e n t of her needs 

(Hoffman, 1971; K r e i s b e r g , 1967). 

I t has been suggested t h a t 'many of the e f f e c t s of f a t h e r absence 

may be e x p l a i n e d by the d i f f e r e n c e s i n the mother's behaviour towards 

her c h i l d r e n and not n e c e s s a r i l y f a t h e r absence per s e * ( L e w i s fiWeinraub, ' 

1976). There i s evidence t h a t the a t t r i b u t e s o f the mother and the way 

she responds to the c h i l d a f f e c t the outcome of f a t h e r absence f o r the 

c h i l d . For example McCord, McCord £md Thurber (1962) found t h a t i n 

a home from which the f a t h e r was absent, a d o l e s c e n t boys were more l i k e l y 

to e x h i b i t behaviour problems such as r e g r e s s i v e b e h a v iur, s e x u a l a n x i e t y 

and the commiting of c r i m i n a l a c t s i n c a s e s where the mother was judged 

by the r e s e a r c h e r s to be r e j e c t i n g or d i s t u r b e d than when she was judged 

w e l l a d j u s t e d . Gabower (1960) examining why some c h i l d r e n i n m i l i t a r y 

f a m i l i e s developed behaviour problems and some d i d not, found t h a t 

mothers of c h i l d r e n diagnosed a s having behaviour problems were more 

l i k e l y to r e p o r t a n x i e t y and t e n s i o n between themselves and t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n . A l s o mothers of c h i l d r e n w i t h behaviour problems reported 

more d i f f i c u l t i e s themselves than d i d mothers of c h i l d r e n without 

behaviour problems. Pederson (1966) too examined m i l i t a r y f a m i l i e s 

and conpared e m o t i o n a l l y d i s t u r b e d w i t h non-disturbed boys. Pederson 

found t h a t mothers o f e m o t i o n a l l y d i s t u r b e d boys were themselves more 

d i s t u r b e d , a s demonstrated by t h e i r MMPI responses, than were mothers 

of boys who were not e m o t i o n a l l y d i s t u r b e d . 
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Evidence e x i s t s f o r the a s s o c i a t i o n o f i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers 

and t h e i r c h i l d r e n and the c o g n i t i v e development of the c h i l d r e n . For 

example Bing (1963) repo r t e d t h a t c h i l d r e n with high v e r b a l a b i l i t y had 

mothers who re p o r t e d g i v i n g c h i l d r e n more v e r b a l s t i m u l a t i o n i n i n f a n c y 

and e a r l y childhood than d i d mothers of c h i l d r e n w i t h low v e r b a l a b i l i t y 

Another study by Bradle y and C a l d w e l l (1976) repo r t e d an a s s o c i a t i o n 

between the IQ o f c h i l d r e n and maternal involvement and exten t of v e r b a l 

r e s p o n s i v i t y to those c h i l d r e n . Wood and Middleton (1975) found 

d i f f e r e n c e s between the way mothers i n t e r a c t e d w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n and 

t h e i r e f f e c t i v e n e s s as t e a c h e r s . They r e p o r t e d t h a t mothers who were 

most S u c c e s s f u l n o d i f i e d t h e i r i n s t r u c t i o n s i n s t e p w i t h the way 

c h i l d r e n responded to t h e i r e a r l i e r t u i t i o n . R u t t e r and M i t t l e r (1972) 

i n t h e i r review concluded t h a t the q u a l i t y o f language i n the home was 

r e l a t e d to the c h i l d ' s l i n g u i s t i c a b i l i t y and v e r b a l i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

S o c i a l c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s i n a s p e c t s o f i n t e r a c t i o n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

c o g n i t i v e development have been d e t e c t e d . For example Henderson (1970) 

reported lower working c l a s s mothers a s speaking o f t e n e r f o r a f f e c t i v e 

and r o l e d e f i n i n g reasons w h i l s t middle c l a s s mothers spoke o f t e n e r 

f o r what were d e f i n e d a s c o g n i t i v e r e a s o n s . B e r n s t e i n and Br a n d i s 

(1970) r e p o r t e d middle c l a s s mothers as more l i k e l y than working c l a s s 

mothers t o c h a t t e r to t h e i r c h i l d r e n and attempt to answer d i f f i c u l t 

q u e s t i o n s . Cook (1973) found t h a t middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 

mothers d i f f e r e d i n v e r b a l c o n t r o l t e c h n i q u e s . Middle c l a s s mothers 

were more l i k e l y to use p e r s o n a l a p p e a l s to the c h i l d , g i v i n g more 

inf o r m a t i o n about emotions, reasons f o r a c t i o n and were more l i k e l y to 

take i n t e n t i o n s i n t o account. She found t h a t working c l a s s mothers 
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were more l i k e l y to use i m p e r a t i v e s . S i m i l a r r e s u l t s have been 

repor t e d by Hess and Shipman (1965), Newson and Newson (1968) and 

Zegiob and Forehand (1975). 

One study by Hess and Shipman (1965) provided some evidence t h a t 

when the f a t h e r i s absent s o c i a l c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s such as those 

d e s c r i b e d above may be i n c r e a s e d . They examined the l i n k between 

s o c i a l c l a s s , commxinication between mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n and 

mothers' a b i l i t y to teach t h e i r c h i l d r e n c o g n i t i v e t a s k s . I n c l u d e d i n 

t h e i r sample was a group of lower socio-economic s t a t u s c h i l d r e n absent 

from t h e i r f a t h e r s . They s t u d i e d 160 negro mothers and t h e i r 4 y e a r 

o l d c h i l d r e n . Mothers and c h i l d r e n were from fo u r d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l 

s t a t u s l e v e l s . Group A were from p r o f e s s i o n a l and managerial 

o c c u p a t i o n a l l e v e l s , group B s k i l l e d b lue c o l l a r , group C from 

u n s k i l l e d and s e m i - s k i l l e d o c c u p a t i o n a l l e v e l s and group D from homes 

where the f a t h e r had been i n u n s k i l l e d o r s e m i - s k i l l e d occupations but 

was now absent and the f a m i l y r e c e i v e d w e l f a r e payments. Mothers were 

i n t e r v i e w e d t w i c e i n t h e i r homes and were then brought to the u n i v e r s i t y 

f o r t e s t i n g and f o r an i n t e r a c t i o n s e s s i o n w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n . For 

th e s e s e s s i o n s mothers were taught t h r e e simple t a s k s and were asked t o 

teach them to t h e i r c h i l d r e n . Task I i n v o l v e d s o r t i n g p l a s t i c toys by 

c o l o u r and f u n c t i o n . Task I I s o r t i n g b l o c k s by two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . Task I I I i n v o l v e d mother and c h i l d working together 

to copy f i v e d e s i g n s . 

R e s u l t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t i n group A the amoiint o f v e r b a l output was 

70% h i g h e r than f o r the other groups. Examining the type of v e r b a l 

i n t e r a c t i o n i t was found t h a t group A were more l i k e l y to use p e r s o n a l 
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r a t h e r than s t a t u s a p p e a l s , group D, the FA group being more l i J t e l y 

to use s t a t u s than p e r s o n a l a p p e a l s . Group A mothers used a b s t r a c t i o n 

most, group D mothers used a b s t r a c t i o n l e a s t . Other d i f f e r e n c e s 

found were t h a t working c l a s s mothers (groups B, C, and D) were more 

l i k e l y to use r e l a t i o n a l - c o n t e x t u a l reasons f o r c l a s s i f y i n g s t i m u l i 

together, eg. 'Doctor and Nurse', r a t h e r than d e s c r i p t i v e or 

category r e a s o n s . A p o s i t i v e c o r r e l a t i o n was obtained between the use 

of r e l a t i o n a l contextiaal s t r a t e g i e s and poor performance of the 

c h i l d r e n on a s i m i l a r s o r t i n g t a s k - Middle c l a s s mothers were b e t t e r 

t e a c h e r s of t h e i r c h i l d r e n a s measxared by the c h i l d r e n ' s performance on 

the experimental t a s k s . They were more l i k e l y to attempt to motivate 

the c h i l d , e s t a b l i s h an a p p r o p r i a t e s e t , g i v e v e r b a l reinforcement, g i v e 

s p e c i f i c i n s t r u c t i o n s and seek a v e r b a l response from the c h i l d . Of the 

working c l a s s mothers (groups B, C, and D), group D mothers, those whose 

husbands were absent were the l e a s t e f f e c t i v e t e a c h e r s . 

Thus d i f f e r e n c e s were r e p o r t e d t o e x i s t between s t a t u s groups both 

i n the mothers' v e r b a l behaviour and i n m o t h e r - c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n . 

Mothers i n group D whose husbands were absent e x h i b i t e d a lower 

i n c i d e n c e of v e r b a l behaviour and use of a b s t r a c t i o n . Of a l l groups 

they were most l i k e l y to use i n ^ e r a t i v e s and s t a t u s a p p e a l s . They 

were the l e a s t adequate t e a c h e r s a s measured by t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s 

performance on the experimental t a s k s . None o f the middle c l a s s 

mothers were absent from t h e i r husbands so i t was not p o s s i b l e to 

a s s e s s the e f f e c t s of such absence on the i n t e r a c t i o n between middle 

c l a s s mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 
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Thus i t may be t h a t d i f f e r e n c e s found between c h i l d r e n , both i n 

the i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems and i n c o g n i t i v e 

development t h a t a r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f a t h e r absence, may be due, i n 

p a r t to d i f f e r e n c e s i n i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

S o c i a l c l a s s may i n f l u e n c e the e f f e c t o f permanent f a t h e r absence 

on mother-child i n t e r a c t i o n . Mothers of lower socioeconomic s t a t u s 

a r e more l i k e l y to s u f f e r economic h a r d s h i p and o t h e r p r a c t i c a l 

problems (Brandwein e t a l , 1974; Wynn, 1964). I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the 

g r e a t e r the number o f problems w i t h which the mother has t o d e a l the 

more her i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h her c h i l d r e n would s u f f e r ( B i l l e r , 1974). 

Sex of c h i l d might a l s o i n f l u e n c e the e f f e c t of f a t h e r absence on 

mother-child i n t e r a c t i o n . B i l l e r (1974) c o n s i d e r s t h a t i t i s the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between mothers and sons which i s most a f f e c t e d by 

f a t h e r absence- . 

No s t u d i e s have been c a r r i e d out t h a t have examined the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between f a t h e r absence and i n t e r a c t i o n between mother ajid 

c h i l d t h a t have a l s o examined the e f f e c t s o f s o c i a l c l a s s and sex of 

the c h i l d r e n . I t was decided t o c a r r y out such a study and i n v e s t i g a t e 

whether any d i f f e r e n c e s found co u l d be r e l a t e d to d i f f e r e n c e s i n 

c o g n i t i v e development and the i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l 

problems. 

The second i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h e r e f o r e , had two aims. The f i r s t was 

to examine reasons f o r d i s c r e p a n c i e s between the r e s u l t s o f the f i r s t 

study and those o b t a i n e d i n e a r l i e r r e s e a r c h . The second aim was t o 

examine the a s s o c i a t i o n between f a t h e r absence and i n t e r a c t i o n 

between mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n , a l s o examining s o c i a l c l a s s and 

sex of c h i l d . 
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The c o g n i t i v e development of the c h i l d r e n was a s s e s s e d u s i n g the 

Wechsler I n t e l l i g e n c e S c a l e f o r C h i l d r e n (WISC). I n the l i g h t of the 

f i n d i n g s of the f i r s t study i t was expected t h a t f a t h e r absence would 

have no e f f e c t on the WISC s c o r e s of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 y e a r s 

and 7 y e a r s . On the b a s i s of r e s u l t s from p r e v i o u s r e s e a r c h i t was 

expected t h a t f a t h e r absence would have an e f f e c t on the WISC s c o r e s 

of c h i l d r e n aged between 8 y e a r s and 11 y e a r s ( L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970). 

I n the o l d e r group i t was p r e d i c t e d t h a t c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

e i t h e r permanent or i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence would o b t a i n lower IQ 

s c o r e s and lower s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s on the WISC than would c h i l d r e n 

whose f a t h e r s were not absent. A l s o i n t e r a c t i o n s were p r e d i c t e d , i n 

the c a s e o f the o l d e r sample, between f a t h e r absence and s o c i a l c l a s s 

and f a t h e r absence and sex of c h i l d . I t was expected t h a t working 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n would be more a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence than would 

middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n ( L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970) . I t was a l s o expected 

t h a t boys would be more a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence than would g i r l s 

( H i l l e n b r a n d , 1971; Santrock, 1972). I n a l l c a s e s i t was expected 

t h a t s c o r e s o f c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence would 

be lower than those of c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

absent. 

The i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems e x h i b i t e d 

by the c h i l d r e n was a s s e s s e d u s i n g the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) ( R u t t e r , T i z a r d 

& VThitmore, 1970) and the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

Completion by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) ( R u t t e r , 1967). C o n s i d e r i n g 

f i r s t c h i l d r e n aged between 5 y e a r s and 7 y e a r s , i n the l i g h t o f the 
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f i n d i n g s of the f i r s t study i t was expected t h a t i n t e r m i t t e n t and 

permanent f a t h e r absence would have an e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e o f 

emotional and behaviour problems r e p o r t e d by mothers of working c l a s s 

g i r l s . A l s o i t was expected t h a t permanent f a t h e r absence would have 

an e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e of emotional and behavioxir problems 

reported by the t e a c h e r s of middle c l a s s boys. 

I n the o l d e r group, on the b a s i s of p r e v i o u s r e s e a r c h , i t was 

expected t h a t the i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems 

would be h i g h e s t i n those c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were permanently 

absent and t h a t t h o se c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence 

would e x h i b i t a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems than c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

no £ibsence. I t was a l s o p r e d i c t e d t h a t the number o f c h i l d r e n 

c l a s s i f i e d a s s u f f e r i n g from a p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r , a ccording to t h e i r 

s c o r e s on the q u e s t i o n n a i r e s , would be h i g h e s t i n the permanent f a t h e r 

absence group and lowest i n the no absence group. 

I n t e r a c t i o n s between f a t h e r absence and s e x o f c h i l d were 

expected. I t was p r e d i c t e d t h a t boys e x p e r i e n c i n g f a t h e r absence 

would be more a f f e c t e d by t h a t absence than would g i r l s ( B i l l e r , 1974). 

M s o i n t e r a c t i o n s between f a t h e r absence and s o c i a l c l a s s were expected 

I t was p r e d i c t e d t h a t working c l a s s c h i l d r e n woxild be more a f f e c t e d by 

absence than would middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n ( B i l l e r , 1974; C o b l i n e r , 1963; 

Douglas, 1970). F i n a l l y , i n the c a s e of the t h r e e s p e c i f i c problems 

c o n s i d e r e d s e p a r a t e l y , i t was expected t h a t the i n c i d e n c e of bed-

w e t t i n g would be lower i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group than i n the 

permanent or no absence groups (Matthews, 1969) . Secondly i t was 
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expected t h a t the i n c i d e n c e of poor peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s would be h i g h e r 

i n the two f a t h e r absence groups ( S t o l z e t a l , 1954; T i l l e r , 1958), 

T h i r d l y i t was expected t h a t the i n c i d e n c e of s t e a l i n g would be h i g h e r 

i n the permanent absence group than i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t or no f a t h e r 

absence group (Douglas, 1970; Gibson, 1969). 

f t o t h e r - c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n was i n v e s t i g a t e d using the Index of 

Communication and C o n t r o l ( B r a n d i s & Henderson, 1970). I t was 

expected t h a t f a t h e r absence would have an e f f e c t on m o t h e r - c h i l d 

i n t e r a c t i o n (Hess & Shipman, 1965). I n t e r a c t i o n s were expected 

between s o c i a l c l a s s and f a t h e r eibsence. I t was p r e d i c t e d t h a t 

f a t h e r absence would e f f e c t i n t e r a c t i o n i n the working c l a s s group to 

a g r e a t e r e x t e n t than i n the middle c l a s s group ( B i l l e r , 1974). 

I n t e r a c t i o n s were a l s o expected between sex of c h i l d and f a t h e r absence 

I t was expected t h a t m o t h e r - c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n would be most a f f e c t e d by 

absence i n the case of boys ( B i l l e r , 1974), 

METHOD 

Design 

S o c i a l c l a s s , middle and working c l a s s , sex of c h i l d and type o f 

f a t h e r absence, permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence were 

manipulated i n a 2 x 2 x 3 f a c t o r i a l d e s i g n . There were, t h e r e f o r e , 

12 independent groups o f s u b j e c t s . I n the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of c o g n i t i v e 

development a f o u r t h f a c t o r , en^jloying repeated measures, was added. 

I n the a n a l y s i s of IQ s c o r e s t h i s was a t h r e e l e v e l f a c t o r . F u l l 

S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e IQ. I n the a n a l y s i s of 
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v e r b a l and performance s u b - t e s t s the f a c t o r had f i v e l e v e l s , one f o r 

each s u b - t e s t . 

S u b j e c t s 

There were two groups o f s u b j e c t s , 52 c h i l d r e n aged between 

5 y e a r s and 0 months and 7 y e a r s 11 months, mean age 6 y e a r s , 

6 months; and 54 c h i l d r e n aged between 8 y e a r s 0 months and 

11 ye a r s 4 months, mean age 9 y e a r s , 7 months. Both male and 

female c h i l d r e n from middle c l a s s and working c l a s s f a m i l i e s were 

in c l u d e d i n both age l e v e l s . W i t h i n each age l e v e l t h e r e were t h r e e 

groups. F i r s t l y t h e r e were c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

absent due to t h e i r being members o f the Poyal Navy. Secondly t h e r e 

were c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were permanently absent due t o p a r e n t a l 

d i v o r c e . T h i r d l y t h e r e were c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were p r e s e n t . 

The numbers o f c h i l d r e n i n each type of f a t h e r absence - s o c i a l c l a s s • 

sex of c h i l d c e l l and the mean ages of c h i l d r e n i n each c e l l f o r 

each age l e v e l may be found i n Table 4,1 and Table 4.2. 
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T a b l e 4.1 

The numbers of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

i n each type of f a t h e r absence - s o c i a l c l a s s - sex of c h i l d c e l l 

and the mean ages o f c h i l d r e n i n each c e l l 

Male 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence Group 

Permanent 
Absence Group 

No 
Absence Group 

Number Mean Age Number Mean Age Number Mean Age 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Working 

C l a s s 

5 6 y r s Omths 3 6 y r s 3mths 5 6 y r s 4mths 

5 6 y r s 9mths 5 6 y r s Omths 4 6 y r s 2mths 

Female 

Middle 

C l a s s 

VJorking 

C l a s s 

5 6 y r s 7mths 3 6 y r s 7mths 4 6 y r s 4mths 

5 6 y r s lOmths 4 6 y r s 6mths 4 6 y r s Omths 

T o t a l number of s u b j e c t s = 52. Mean age = 6 y e a r s 6 months 
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Table 4.2 

The numbers of c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

i n each type of f a t h e r absence - s o c i a l c l a s s - sex of c h i l d c e l l 

and the mean ages of c h i l d r e n i n each c e l l 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent 
Absence Group Absence Group 
Number Mean Age Number Mean Age Number Mean Age 

No 
Absence Group 

Male 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Working 

C l a s s 

5 9 y r s 9mths 3 8y r s 4mths 5 9 y r s lOmths 

5 8 y r s ^mths 5 8y r s 9mths 5 l O y r s Qnths 

Female 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Working 

C l a s s 

5 l O y r s 5mths 3 9 y r s 6mths 5 9 y r s 6mths 

5 l O y r s 2mths 3 l O y r s Omths ' 5 l O y r s Omths 

T o t a l number of s u b j e c t s = 54. Mean age = 9 y e a r s 7 months 
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M a t e r i a l s 

(a) Wechsler I n t e l l i g e n c e S c a l e f o r C h i l d r e n (WISC) 

The c o g n i t i v e development o f the c h i l d r e n was a s s e s s e d using the 

WISC, T h i s i s an i n t e l l i g e n c e s c a l e f o r c h i l d r e n aged from 5 y e a r s 

to 15 y e a r s 11 months. A d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of the s c a l e 

may be found i n Chapter 1';o. 

(b) A C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 

P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

The i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems e x h i b i t e d by 

the c h i l d r e n as r e p o r t e d by the mother was a s s e s s e d u s i n g the 

C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s . T h i s i s 

a q u e s t i o n n a i r e completed by p a r e n t s comprising t h r e e s e c t i o n s . The 

f i r s t i s a s e c t i o n on h e a l t h problems, the second a s e c t i o n on h a b i t s 

and the t h i r d l i s t i n g a s e r i e s of d e s c r i p t i o n s of behaviour. 

A d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of the s c a l e may be foxuid i n Chapter Two and 

a copy of the s c a l e may be found i n Appendix 2. 

(c) A C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 

T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

The i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems e x h i b i t e d by 

the c h i l d r e n as r e p o r t e d by t h e i r c l a s s t e a c h e r s was a s s e s s e d u s i n g 

the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by Teachers. 

T h i s i s a q u e s t i o n n a i r e completed by t e a c h e r s c o n s i s t i n g of 26 

items which are d e s c r i p t i o n s of behaviour. A d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of 

the s c a l e may be found i n Chapter Two and a copy of the s c a l e may be 

found i n Appendix 2, 
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(d) Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

T h i s index was designed a s a measure of the mother's o r i e n t a t i o n 

towards communication with and c o n t r o l of her c h i l d ( B r a n d i s & 

Henderson, 1970). I t c o n s i s t s of four s c h e d u l e s . Schedule D, 

Schedule E, Schedule F and the C o n t r o l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e , the d e t a i l s of 

which may be found i n Appendix 2, 

( i ) Schedule D. Schedule D samples the f u n c t i o n t h a t t o y s may 

be thought to perform. Mothers are asked to rank s i x f u n c t i o n s i n 

order of importance. Examples of t h e s e f u n c t i o n s are 'To keep c h i l d r e n 

amused by themselves', 'To h e l p them when they go t o s c h o o l * . 

( i i ) Schedule E . Schedule E samples the u n i v e r s e o f responses 

a v a i l a b l e t o the mother when the c h i l d a s k s d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s . F i v e 

a l t e r n a t i v e s a r e o f f e r e d and mothers a r e asked to i n d i c a t e whether they 

never, sometimes o r o f t e n use each a l t e r n a t i v e . Examples of the 

a l t e r n a t i v e s a r e 'Try to change the s u b j e c t ' , ' T e l l him/her as much 

a s you can*, 

( i i i ) Schedule F. Schedule F samples the s i t u a t i o n s i n which 

i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h the c h i l d i s not a d e f i n i n g a c t i v i t y , but could emerge 

because the c h i l d a p p l i e s to i n i t i a t e i t . Seven s i t u a t i o n s a r e l i s t e d 

and mothers a r e asked what they would do i n each of t h e s e i f the c h i l d 

were c h a t t e r i n g t o them. Examples o f the s i t u a t i o n s a r e 'You a r e i n 

a shop', 'At meal times'. The mother i s asked which of four a l t e r n a t i v e s 

she would use i n each s i t u a t i o n . The a l t e r n a t i v e s a r e T e l l him/her to 

stop. T e l l him/her q u i c k l y , t a l k t o him/her q u i c k l y or c h a t to him/her. 

( i v ) C o n t r o l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . The c o n t r o l q u e s t i o n n a i r e samples 

b e h a v i o u r a l problem s i t u a t i o n s i n i t i a t e d by the c h i l d and a s k s mothers 
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to r e l a t e what t h e i r response to the c h i l d might be. An example o f 

such a s i t u a t i o n i s the c h i l d s p i l l i n g t e a on the t a b l e through 

i n a t t e n t i o n . 

(e) B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

T h i s was designed to o b t a i n b i o g r a p h i c a l d e t a i l s about the 

c h i l d r e n and in f o r m a t i o n about t h e i r environment and i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h 

t h e i r p a r e n t s . The q u e s t i o n n a i r e was the same as t h a t employed i n the 

f i r s t study b u t w i t h the a d d i t i o n o f a q u e s t i o n a s k i n g mothers 

e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent or i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of t h e i r husbands t o 

re p o r t any emotional and p r a c t i c a l problems they experienced as 

a r e s u l t of t h a t absence. A copy of the q u e s t i o n n a i r e may be found 

i n Appendix 2. 

Procedure 

(a) Procedure used to o b t a i n s u b j e c t s 

( i ) I n t e r m i t t e n t Absence Group. Random samples were drawn from 

l i s t s of accommodation a d d r e s s e s o f both o f f i c e r s and ot h e r ranks 

provided by the Royal Navy. A l e t t e r and q u e s t i o n n a i r e were s e n t t o 

each a d d r e s s . Copies of th e s e may be found i n Appendix 1. Those 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s r e t u r n e d t h a t i n d i c a t e d the presence o f two or thr e e 

c h i l d r e n one o f whom was i n the r e q u i r e d age group were r e t a i n e d . 

( i i ) Permanent Absence Group. Names and addresses of d i v o r c e d 

women were o b t a i n e d from the l o c a l newspaper. L e t t e r s and 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s i d e n t i c a l t o those s e n t to the n a v a l addresses were 

forwarded t o them. Those q u e s t i o n n a i r e s t h a t i n d i c a t e d the presence 
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of two or three c h i l d r e n one of whom was i n the r e q u i r e d age group 

were r e t a i n e d . 

( i i i ) No Absence Group. Random S€Lmples of names and addresses 

were obtained from the e l e c t o r a l r e g i s t e r . As f a r as p o s s i b l e names 

were s e l e c t e d from the same a r e a s as the n a v a l sample. L e t t e r s and 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e s were s e n t a s i n the case o f the other two groups. Those 

who r e p l i e d were i n c l u d e d i n the sample i f they had e i t h e r two o r 

three c h i l d r e n one of whom was i n the r e q u i r e d age group. 

Those f a m i l i e s whose q u e s t i o n n a i r e s were r e t a i n e d were c o n t a c t e d 

and arrangements were made f o r the r e s e a r c h e r to v i s i t the home t o 

i n t e r v i e w the mother. A more d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of the procedure 

used to o b t a i n s u b j e c t s may be found i n Chapter Two. As a r e s u l t o f 

t h i s procedure 52 c h i l d r e n aged between 5 y e a r s and 7 y e a r s and 

54 c h i l d r e n aged between 8 y e a r s and 11 y e a r s were obtained. 

(b) Procedure of the study 

Mothers were i n t e r v i e w e d a t home. During the course of the 

i n t e r v i e w the r e s e a r c h e r completed the B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e and the Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l . The 

procedure f o r the completion of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r Completion by P a r e n t s was e x p l a i n e d and mothers were asked t o 

complete the q u e s t i o n n a i r e e i t h e r w h i l e the r e s e a r c h e r was p r e s e n t o r 

l a t e r i f they wished. I n the l a t t e r c a s e a r e p l y p a i d envelope was 

provided f o r the q u e s t i o n n a i r e ' s r e t u r n . F i n a l l y the mothers were 

asked to s i g n a form a g r e e i n g t h a t t h e i r c h i l d r e n should be t e s t e d i n 

school and t h a t the c l a s s t e a c h e r should complete the C h i l d r e n ' s 

Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by Teachers. 
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C h i l d r e n were seen a t s c h o o l , i n almost a l l c a s e s approximately 

one week a f t e r the i n t e r v i e w w i t h the mother. T e s t i n g the c h i l d r e n 

took 45 minutes. At the same time as the c h i l d r e n were t e s t e d the 

c l a s s t e a c h e r s were approached and asked to complete the behaviour 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e . A r e p l y p a i d envelope was provided f o r i t s r e t u r n . 

A more d e t a i l e d account of the procedure may be found i n 

Chapter Two, page 78 . 

Procedure f o r S c o r i n g the Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l 

The Index of Communication and C o n t r o l c o n s i s t e d of four 

schedxUes and each was s c o r e d d i f f e r e n t l y . 

( i ) Schedule D. Schedule D samples the f u n c t i o n s t h a t t o y s 

may be thought to perform. Mothers a r e asked t o rank s i x f u n c t i o n s 

i n order of importance. Examples of these f u n c t i o n s are 'To keep 

c h i l d r e n amused by themselves', 'To h e l p them when they go to s c h o o l ' . 

The schedule i s s c o r e d by counting the number o f independent rank 

d e v i a t i o n s from item C ranked f i r s t p l u s F and D ranked f i f t h and 

s i x t h , i r r e s p e c t i v e o f o r d e r . The h i g h e s t number o f such d e v i a t i o n s 

i s 11, reached when C i s ranked f i f t h and F and D ranked f i r s t and 

second (Brandis & Henderson, 1970). A m o d i f i c a t i o n was made to the 

s c o r i n g i n the p r e s e n t study such t h a t no d e v i a t i o n was scored 11 

and one p o i n t was taken o f f f o r each d e v i a t i o n . 

( i i ) Schedule E, Schedule E examines the use of responses 

a v a i l a b l e to the mother when the c h i l d asks d i f f i c x i l t q u e s t i o n s . 

F i v e a l t e r n a t i v e s a r e o f f e r e d and mothers a r e asked to i n d i c a t e 

whether they never, sometimes o r o f t e n use each a l t e r n a t i v e . Examples 
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of the a l t e r n a t i v e s a r e 'Try to change the s u b j e c t ' , ' T e l l him/her 

as much a s you can'. For each item a response of never i s s c o r e d one, 

sometimes i s s c o r e d two and o f t e n i s s c o r e d t h r e e . An avoidance index 

i s obtained by adding the s c o r e of item t h r e e to twice the s c o r e of 

item four and s u b t r a c t i n g the s c o r e s o f items one, two and f i v e . The 

higher the s c o r e obtained the lower i s the avoidance e x h i b i t e d by the 

mother i n answering d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s , 

( i i i ) Schedule F, Schedule F samples the s i t u a t i o n s i n which 

i n t e r a c t i o n with the c h i l d i s not a d e f i n i n g a c t i v i t y , but c o i i l d 

emerge because the c h i l d a p p l i e s to i n i t i a t e i t . Seven s i t u a t i o n s 

a r e l i s t e d and mothers are asked what they would do i n each o f t h e s e 

i f the c h i l d were c h a t t e r i n g t o them. Examples of the s i t u a t i o n s a r e 

'You a r e i n a shop', 'At meal t i m e s ' . The mother i s asked which of 

four a l t e r n a t i v e s they would use i n each s i t u a t i o n . The a l t e r n a t i v e s 

a r e T e l l him/her to stop. T e l l him/her q u i c k l y , t a l k t o him/her 

q u i c k l y or c h a t t o him/her. The f i r s t a l t e r n a t i v e i s s c o r e d one, the 

second two, the t h i r d t h r e e and the f o u r t h f o u r . The t o t a l s c o r e 

over a l l items i s added. The h i g h e r the s c o r e obtained by the mothers 

the g r e a t e r i s the l i k e l i h o o d t h a t they w i l l c h a t w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

( i v ) C o n t r o l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . The c o n t r o l q u e s t i o n n a i r e samples 

b e h a v i o u r a l problem s i t u a t i o n s i n i t i a t e d by the c h i l d and a s k s mothers 

to r e l a t e what t h e i r response to the c h i l d might be. An example of 

such a s i t u a t i o n i s the c h i l d s p i l l i n g t e a on the t a b l e through 

i n a t t e n t i o n . The s c o r i n g method used by B r a n d i s and Henderson (1970) 

was very complex, e n a b l i n g d e t a i l e d coding of the mothers' responses. 

I t was decided i n the p r e s e n t study to eirploy an a b b r e v i a t e d coding 
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technique and s i n p l y a s s e s s which of t h r e e c o n t r o l s t r a t e g i e s , 

avoidance, punishment or support was used by the mother i n each 

s i t u a t i o n . The number of times mothers used each s t r a t e g y over the 

s i x s i t u a t i o n s was counted. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT 

The c o g n i t i v e development o f the c h i l d r e n was a s s e s s e d u s i n g the 

Wise. Measures of F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e IQs 

were c a l c u l a t e d i n a d d i t i o n to the s c o r e s on the t e n s u b - t e s t s . I n 

the Wise s u b - t e s t s one to f i v e a r e c l a s s i f i e d as v e r b a l . These a r e 

General I n f o r m a t i o n , Comprehension, A r i t h m e t i c , S i m i l a r i t i e s and 

Vocabulary. S u b - t e s t s s i x to t e n a r e c l a s s i f i e d a s performance. 

These a r e P i c t u r e Completion, P i c t u r e Arrangement, Blo c k Design, O b j e c t 

Assembly and Coding. 

I n t h i s , the second study, 52 c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 

and 54 c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s were examined. 

1. The R e s u l t s o f the I n v e s t i g a t i o n o f C h i l d r e n Aged Between F i v e 

and Seven Years 

(a) Examination o f F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance 

S c a l e IQ Scor e s 

IQ s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by the c h i l d r e n may be found i n Appendix 3.2.1. 

A summary of these s c o r e s which p r e s e n t s the means and standard 

d e v i a t i o n s o f each sub-group and the means and standard d e v i a t i o n s 

of each IQ s c a l e may be found i n Table 5.1. A four-way a n a l y s i s o f 

v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on th e s e s c o r e s . The four f a c t o r s were type 

of f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no absence; sex o f c h i l d ; 

169 



Table 5.1 

Means and Standard Deviations of IQ ccores obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and cevon years 

oxporiencing i n t e r m i t t o n t , pomanent or no fa t h e r absence on the F u l l S c a l e , Verbal S c a l e and Performanco Scale of th« WISC 

IQ 

MALES FEMALES 1 A l l 
pubjccto 

IQ 
MIDDLE CLASS WORKING CLASS MIDOLE.CLASS WORKING aj^ss 

SCORE 
I n t e r m i t t e n t 

Absence 
Permanent 
Absence 

No 
Absence 

I n t e r n d t t c n t 
Absence . .., 

Permanent 
Absence . 

No 
Absence 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence. 

Permanent 
'Absence. 

No 
Absence 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence 

Permanent 
Absence 

No 
Absence 

Nuirher 
of 5 3 5 5 5 4 5 3 4 5 4 4 52 

Sub j e c t s 

F u l l Mean 115.00 113.33 119.20 105.60 98.00 110.25 119.00 112.00 122.75 96.40 103.25 100.50 110.15 

Scale S.D. 15.73 9.07 12.87 11.55 14.98 8.42 5.15 13.08 4,57 18.60 8.22 9.88 14.20 

Verbal Mean 109.40 111.67 121.60 95.80 89.20 105.75 115.80 125.00 115.25 91.00 99.25 99.25 105.50 

Scale S.D. 19.62 3.06 10.88 14.60 
(, 

18.10 12.76 9.88 10.58 7.09 19.69 6.40 7.46 16.81 

Pc r formanco Mean 118.00 111.67 112.60 115.00 108.00 114.00 119.60 114.67 126.75 103.40 107.50 106.00 113.06 

Scale S.D. 10.75 24.85 14.22 6.52 11.25 4.97 2.88 14.64 5.32 17.57 9.47 8.76 12.19 

S.D. - Standard Deviation 



s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s and working c l a s s and IQ s c a l e . F u l l , V e r b a l 

and Performance, w i t h a repeated measure on the l a s t f a c t o r . S i n c e the 

c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r a b s e n c e - s e x - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were 

unequal, a n a l y s i s o f unweighted means was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s 

a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d t o 

exp e r i m e n t a l t r e a t m e n t s (Keppel, 1973, p.356). A summary of the r e s u l t s 

of t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s may 

be found i n Table 5.2. A con?)lete t a b l e o f the r e s u l t s o f t h i s 

a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 4,2,1. 

Main e f f e c t s : O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to f a t h e r absence 

(F =<1, d . f . = 2,40, £ > . 0 5 ) . 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t o f s o c i a l c l a s s was obtained (F = 21,12, 

d.f, = 1,40, £ < . 0 1 ) . Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d higher s c o r e s 

over a l l t h r e e IQ measures. F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance 

S c a l e than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

A f u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t o f IQ s c o r e was obtained 

(F = 15.22, d.f. = 2,80, £ < .01). V e r b a l S c a l e IQ s c o r e s were lower 

than F u l l S c a l e IQ s c o r e s which i n t u r n were lower than Performance 

S c a l e IQ s c o r e s . 

I n t e r a c t i o n between s o c i a l c l a s s and IQ s c o r e : There was 

a s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n between s o c i a l c l a s s and IQ score (F^ = 12.21, 

d.f. = 2,80, £ < , 0 1 ) . An a n a l y s i s o f s i m p l e main e f f e c t s o f s o c i a l 

c l a s s f o r each of the t h r e e IQ s c a l e s y i e l d e d s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s i n 

the c a s e o f F u l l S c a l e IQ (F = 21.56, d . f . = 1,40, £ < .01); V e r b a l 

S c a l e IQ (F = 28.82 , d.f. = 1,40, £ < .01) and Performance S c a l e IQ 

(F = 6.15, d . f . = 1,40, £ < .025) . A t a b l e o f the r e s u l t s o f t h i s 
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Table 5.2 

A summary of the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e of IQ s c o r e s obtained by 

c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s on the F u l l S c a l e , 

V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance . S c a l e of the WISC 

Source S.S. d . f . M.S. F 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Sex (A) 10.05 1 10.05 < 1 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 8422.73 1 8422.73 21.12 .01 

Type of F a t h e r 
494.91 2 247.46 < 1 n.s. 

Absence (C) 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
15953.74 40 398.84 

groups 

IQ S c a l e (D) 1198.54 2 599.27 15.22 .01 

B X D 961.70 2 480.85 12.21 .01 

A x C X D 561.07 4 140.27 3.56 .025 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
3149.86 80 39.37 

groups X D 

a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 5.1.1 . Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s on a l l t h r e e s c a l e s but the d i f f e r e n c e between 

the two s o c i a l c l a s s e s was h i g h e s t f o r V e r b a l IQ and lowest f o r 

Performance IQ. 

I n t e r a c t i o n between type o f f a t h e r absence, sex of c h i l d and 

10 s c o r e : Type of f a t h e r absence d i d i n t e r a c t w i t h sex o f c h i l d 

and IQ sc o r e ( F = 3.56, d.f. = 4,80, £ < .025). An a n a l y s i s of si m p l e 
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main e f f e c t s o f f a t h e r absence f o r males and females s c o r e s on each IQ 

s c a l e was c a r r i e d out and the r e s u l t s a r e shown i n Table 5.3. No 

s i g n i f i c a n t s i m p l e main e f f e c t s o f f a t h e r absence were obtained. 

A f u r t h e r a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s o f sex o f c h i l d was c a r r i e d 

out and the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 5.1.2, 

There were no s i g n i f i c a n t simple main e f f e c t s of sex o f c h i l d . F i n a l l y 

an a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s o f IQ sc o r e was c a r r i e d out. The 

r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 5.1.3- S i g n i f i c a n t 

r e s u l t s were ob t a i n e d f o r males e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence 

(F = 12.83, d . f . = 2,16, £ < .01) and f o r females e x p e r i e n c i n g no 

f a t h e r absence (F = 16.02, d . f . = 2,12, £ < .0 1 ) . Examination of the 

s c o r e s r e v e a l e d t h a t i n both c a s e s t h e V e r b a l S c a l e IQ was s u b s t a n t i a l l y 

lower than the Performance S c a l e IQ. The F u l l S c a l e IQ i s d e r i v e d from 

these two and as expected the F u l l S c a l e IQ s c o r e f e l l between the 

Verba l and Performance s c o r e s . A comparison of the means of the V e r b a l 

and Performance S c a l e IQ s c o r e s produced s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s f o r males 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence (F = 18.32, d . f , = 1,16, £ < .01) 

and f or females e x p e r i e n c i n g no absence (F = 21.40, d . f . = 1,12, 

p < .01) . That i s the V e r b a l IQ s c o r e obtained by boys e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence and g i r l s e x p e r i e n c i n g no f a t h e r absence 

was s i g n i f i c a n t l y lower than the Performance IQ s c o r e , 

(b) Examination o f V e r b a l Sub-Tests Scores 

V e r b a l s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by the c h i l d r e n may be found i n 

Appendix 3.2.2. A summary o f t h e s e s c o r e s which p r e s e n t s the means and 

standard d e v i a t i o n s of each sub-group and the means and st a n d a r d 
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Table 5.3 

The R e s u l t s of the A n a l y s i s o f Simple Main E f f e c t s o f type o f 

F a t h e r Absence on IQ s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by male and female c h i l d r e n 

aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s on the F u l l S c a l e , 

V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e of the WISC 

S i g n i f i c a n c e 
Source S.S. d . f . M.S. F l e v e l 

Type o f F a t h e r Absence 

Males, F u l l S c a l e IQ 

Type of F a t h e r Absence 

Females, F u l l S c a l e IQ 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

X F u l l S c a l e IQ 

Type o f F a t h e r Absence 

Males, V e r b a l S c a l e IQ 

Type of F a t h e r Absence 

Females, V e r b a l S c a l e IQ 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

X V e r b a l S c a l e IQ 

Type o f F a t h e r Absence 

Males, Performance S c a l e IQ 

343.66 2 171.83 1.12 n.s 

113.47 2 56.74 <1 n.s 

6124.45 40 153.11 

844.57 2 422.29 2.33 n.s 

353.89 2 176.95 <1 n.s 

7442.47 40 181.52 

186.05 2 93.03 <1 n.s 

Type o f F a t h e r Absence 
144.90 2 72,45 <1 n.s 

Females, Performance S c a l e IQ 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 
5536.68 40 138,42 

X Performance S c a l e IQ 
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Table 5.4 

Means and Standard Deviations of scores obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven years 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no fa t h e r absence on the f i v e v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s of the wise 
A l l 

Verbal MALES FEMALES Subjects 
.Sub- • 

MIDDLE CLASS WORKING cu.ss MIDDLE CLASS WORKING CLASS 1 T e s t s 
Scores I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent Uo I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 

Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence .Absence . Absence Absence Absence Absence Absence 

'J umber 
of 5 3 5 5 5 4 5 3 4 5 4 4 52 

S u b j e c t s 

Goncrnl Moan 10.00 13.00 11.40 7.00 6.20 8.75 11.00 14.33 12.00 7,20 7.75 7.00 9.38 

j Information S.D. 3.67 3.61 3.05 2.24 1.79 1.89 2.74 0.58 1.63 3.27 1.71 1.41 3.34 

1 
1 

Mean 10.00 9.67 16.20 8.40 S.20 12.75 12.40 14 .00 13.25 6.60 10.75 9.00 10.83 
Comprehension 

4 .50 S.D. 5.20 3.21 2.49 6.07 4.55 2.87 4.67 5.00 0.96 3.51 1.71 3. 16 4 .50 

Mean 14.00 10.00 12.80 10.20 9.20 12.50 15.40 15.33 14.75 9.60 10.00 11.00 12.02 
A r i t h m e t i c 

S.D. 2.92 0.00 2.95 1.10 3.49 2.52 1.52 2.08 2.22 2.70 1.63 2.58 3.11 

Mean 10.60 13.00 11.40 9.80 8.60 8.75 11.60 11.00 9.75 10.40 9.75 8.25 10.19 
! s i m i l a r i t i e s ! s i m i l a r i t i e s 

S.D. 3.44 2.00 2.97 2.39 3.44 1.50 1.34 1.00 2.75 4.04 2.99 0.96 2.72 

Menn 13.00 13.67 15.40 11.20 9.40 11.75 12.00 15.00 12.25 9.00 11.00 11.00 11.92 
Vocabulary Vocabulary 

S.D. 2.92 2.89 1.14 3.19 4.51 4.65 2.55 2.65 1.71 4.18 1.41 3.37 3.40 

S.D. • Standard Deviation 



d e v i a t i o n s o f each s u b - t e s t may be found i n Table 5.4. A four-way 

a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The four f a c t o r s 

were type of f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no absence; 

sex of c h i l d ' s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s and working c l a s s and sub

t e s t , one l e v e l f o r each o f the f i v e s u b - t e s t s , w i t h repeated measures 

on the l a s t f a c t o r . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence 

sex - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s o f unweighted means 

was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y i n 

the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s lanrelated t o e x p e r i m e n t a l treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p.356). A summary o f the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s showing main 

e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s may be found i n Table 5.5. 

A complete t a b l e of the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n 

Appendix 4.2.2. 

Main e f f e c t s : O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to f a t h e r absence 

(F = 1.07, d . f . = 2,40, £ > , 0 5 ) . 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t of s o c i a l c l a s s was obtained (F = 24,68, 

d,f. = 1,40, £ < , 0 1 ) . Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s 

over a l l v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n , 

A f u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t of s u b - t e s t was obtained 

(F = 3,28, d , f . = 4,160, £ < .025), 

I n t e r a c t i o n between f a t h e r absence and v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s c o r e : 

Type of f a t h e r absence i n t e r a c t e d w i t h v e r b a l sxab-test s c o r e s 

(F = 3,65, d , f . = 8,160, £ < ,01), An a n a l y s i s o f sin^^l e main e f f e c t s 

of f a t h e r absence was c a r r i e d out and the r e s u l t s a r e shown i n 

Table 5.6. No s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t s were obta i n e d . That i s t h e r e was no 

d i f f e r e n c e between c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r 
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Table 5.5 

A summary of the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e of s c o r e s 

obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on the v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Sex (A) 0.04 1 0.04 < 1 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 576.89 1 576.89 24.68 .01 

Type of F a t h e r 
49.99 2 24.99 1.07 n.s. 

Absence (C) 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
934.85 40 23.37 

groups 

V e r b a l S u b - t e s t (D) 72.27 4 18.11 3.28 .025 

A X D 60.85 4 15.21 2.75 .05 

B X D 63.18 4 15.80 2.86 .025 

C X D 161.39 8 20.17 3.65 .01 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
884.62 160 5.53 

groups X D 
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Table 5.6 

The r e s u l t s of a n a l y s i s o f s i n ^ j l e main e f f e c t s of type o f 

F a t h e r Absence on the s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between 

f i v e and seven y e a r s on the v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Type of Absence, 

General I n f o r m a t i o n 

S\abjects w i t h i n groups 

X General I n f o r m a t i o n 

Type of Absence, 

Conprehension 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

X Comprehension 

Type of Absence, 

/Arithmetic 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

X A r i t h m e t i c 

Type of Absence, 

S i m i l a r i t i e s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

X S i m i l a r i t i e s 

Type of Absence, 

Vocabulary 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

X Vocabulary 

19.93 2 9.97 1.55 n.s. 

256.97 40 6.42 

101.59 2 50.80 3.19 n.s 

636-12 40 15.90 

23.61 2 11.81 2.04 n.s 

231.22 40 5.78 

12.47 2 6.24 <1 n.s 

293.80 40 7.35 

53.75 2 26.88 2.68 n.s 

401.37 40 10.03 
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no f a t h e r absence i n the s c o r e s they o b t a i n e d on the i n d i v i d u a l v e r b a l 

s u b - t e s t s of the WISC. The p a t t e r n of s c o r e s d i d d i f f e r f o r each 

absence group and each s u b - t e s t . I n the General Information, 

Comprehension and Vocabulary sxab-tests the no absence group o b t a i n e d 

the h i g h e s t s c o r e and the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group the lowest. I n 

the A r i t h m e t i c s u b - t e s t the no absence group obtained the h i g h e s t 

s c o r e and the permanent absence group the low e s t . F i n a l l y i n the 

S i m i l a r i t i e s s u b - t e s t the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group obtained the 

h i g h e s t s c o r e and the no absence group the low e s t . 

I n t e r a c t i o n between s o c i a l c l a s s and v e r b a l s u b * t e s t s c o r e : S o c i a l 

c l a s s i n t e r a c t e d w i t h v e r b a l s u b - t e s t (F = 2.86, d.f. = 4,160, £ < . 0 5 ) . 

An a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s o f s o c i a l c l a s s was c a r r i e d out and 

the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 5,1.4. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t was found f o r a l l f i v e v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s . Middle 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

The magnitude of the d i f f e r e n c e between the s o c i a l c l a s s e s d i f f e r e d 

however. I t was g r e a t e s t f o r General I n f o r m a t i o n , then Comprehension, 

A r i t h m e t i c , Voc£ibulary and the s m a l l e s t d i f f e r e n c e was i n the 

S i m i l a r i t i e s s u b - t e s t . 

Sex o f c h i l d a l s o i n t e r a c t e d w i t h s u b - t e s t (F = 2.75, d . f . = 4,160, 

£ < .05). An a n a l y s i s o f s i m p l e main e f f e c t s o f sex of c h i l d was 

c a r r i e d o u t f o r each v e r b a l sxab-test. The r e s u l t s of t h i s a n a l y s i s 

may be found i n Appendix 5.1.5. No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u d t s were o b t a i n e d . 

That i s when i n d i v i d u a l v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s were examined t h e r e was no 

d i f f e r e n c e between the s c o r e s obtained by males and females. 
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Table 5.7 

Moang and Standard Deviations of ocorea obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and aovcn years 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t c r r d t t c n t , pcmanent or no f a t h e r absence on the f i v e performance s u b - t e s t s of the wise 

Performance MALES FEMALES 
( A l l 
{Subjects' 

'sub-tents 
1 
Scores 

MIDDLE CUVSS WORKING CLASS MIDDLE CLASS WOHXINC CLASS 'sub-tents 
1 
Scores 

1 t n t e r r t l t t c n t 
AbGcncc 

Permanent 
Absence 

NO 
Absence 

tnt e r m i t t e n t 
Absence 

Permanent 
Absence , 

No 
Absence 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence. 

Permanent 
Absence 

No 
Absence 

[ n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence 

Permanent 
Absence 

No 
Absence 

Number j 
of 1 

S u b j e c t s 1 
5 3 5 5 5 4 5 3 4 5 4 4 52 

1 
:picture 1 

Mean 
11.60 13.00 11.80 12.60 11.00 11.50 12.40 10.67 11.75 9.80 11.25 11.50 11.56 

i 
Conpletion S.D. 1.95 1.00 2.49 2.51 1.58 3.70 0.89 1.53 1.71 2.17 1.71 3.42 2.14 1 

1 
I 1 

P i c t u r e Mean 13.60 11.33 13.20 12.00 11.80 13.25 14.20 10.67 13.75 12.00 11.50 10.75 12.44 

1 
Wrangement S.D. 4.39 2.52 2.68 2.55 2.17 0.50 1.10 2.89 1.50 3.87 2.38 3.30 2.69 

1 
Block Mean 11.40 11.67 12.00 13.60 11.00 13.25 12.20 13.67 16.00 11.60 . 10.75 11.75 12.35 

Design S.D. 3.13 5.86 3.08 3.78 2.83 1.26 0.84 1.53 1.41 3.78 3.40 1.89 2.99 

P i c t u r e Mean 14.60 11.00 11.00 12.00 12.00 10.25 13.60 13.33 12.50 B.eo 10.25 10.25 11.65 

^^8embly S.D. 3.5G 5.29 4.00 1.58 3,16 .1.71 1.95 1.53 3.70 2.39 3.10 1.71 3.11 

Mean 11.80 11.33 11.00 10.60 9.80 11.75 11.40 12.00 15.25 10.60 11.50 10.00 11.35 

Coding 
S.D. 3.27 4.51 2.12 3.21 1.92 2.50 2.19 4.36 3.20 1.82 2.08 2.58 2.80 

S.D. - Standard Deviation 



The p a t t e r n of s c o r e s obtained by males and females d i f f e r e d . 

Males o b t a i n e d h i g h e r mean s c o r e s than females on Comprehension, 

S i m i l a r i t i e s and Vocabulary, w h i l s t females o b t a i n e d h i g h e r mean 

s c o r e s than males on A r i t h m e t i c and General I n f o r m a t i o n . None of the 

d i f f e r e n c e s was l a r g e enough to be s i g n i f i c a n t . 

(c) Examination of Performance Sub-Tests Scores 

S c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n on the Performance s u b - t e s t s of the 

Wise may be found i n Appendix 3.2,3. A summary o f these s c o r e s which 

p r e s e n t s the means and st a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s o f each sub-group and the 

means and st a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s o f each s u b - t e s t may be found i n 

Table 5.7, A four-way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on t h e s e 

s c o r e s . The four f a c t o r s were type o f f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence; sex of c h i l d ; s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s and s u b - t e s t , w i t h one l e v e l f o r each of the f i v e sub

t e s t s . The l a s t f a c t o r was a rep e a t e d measures f a c t o r . S i n c e the c e l l 

f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the type o f f a t h e r absence - sex o f c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s 

c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s o f unweighted means was employed. T h i s 

a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y i n the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s 

u n r e l a t e d to experimental t r e a t m e n t s . A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f 

t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main e f f e c t s may be found i n Table 5.8. There 

were no s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s . A conplete t a b l e of the r e s u l t s o f 

the a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 4,2.3. 

Main e f f e c t s : O v e r a l l , t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to type o f f a t h e r 

absence (F = <1, d.f. = 2,40, £ > .05) and t h i s f a c t o r d i d not i n t e r a c t 

w i t h any o t h e r f a c t o r . 
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Table 5.8 

A summary of the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e o f s c o r e s 

o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on the performance sub-rtests of the WISC 

Source S.S, d . f . M.S 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Sex (A) 0.01 1 0.07 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 85.56 1 85.56 6.16 .025 

Type of F a t h e r 

Absence (C) 

Sxabjects w i t h i n 

groups 

Performance 

s u b - t e s t s (D) 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 

groups X D 

20.32 2 10,16 *1 n.s 

555.44 40 13.89 

43.00 4 10.75 1.69 n.s 

961.58 160 6.01 

One s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due to s o c i a l c l a s s was obtained 

(F = 6.16, d.f, = 1,40, £ < .025). Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n obtained 

h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l the performance s u b - t e s t s than d i d working 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

A suirgnary o f the r e s u l t s o f the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of c o g n i t i v e development 

obtained from c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

A. D i f f e r e n c e s between the i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no f a t h e r 

absence groups: 
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1. There were no d i f f e r e n c e s fo\and i n IQ s c o r e s , v e r b a l s\ab-tests . 

s c o r e s o r performance s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s between c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence. 

B, D i f f e r e n c e s w i t h i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no f a t h e r absence 

groups: 

1. Males e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence and females 

e x p e r i e n c i n g no f a t h e r absence obtained V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

lower than Performance IQ s c o r e . 

C, Other r e s u l t s : 

1. Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d 

working c l a s s c h i l d r e n on the F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance 

S c a l e of the w r S C . 

2. Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r s c o r e s than 

d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n on a l l f i v e v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s of the WISC. 

3. Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n obtained s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r s c o r e s than 

d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n over a l l the performance s u b - t e s t s o f the 

Wise. 

4. Males ob t a i n e d higher'mean s c o r e s than females on the Comprehension, 

S i m i l a r i t i e s and Vocabulary s u b - t e s t s , w h i l s t females obtained h i g h e r 

s c o r e s than males on A r i t h m e t i c and General I n f o r m a t i o n . None of 

these d i f f e r e n c e s were l a r g e enough to be s i g n i f i c a n t . 
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2. The R e s u l t s of the I n v e s t i g a t i o n o f C h i l d r e n Aged Between 

E i g h t and E l e v e n Years 

(a) Examination of F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance 

S c a l e IQ Sco r e s 

IQ s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by the c h i l d r e n may be found i n Appendix 3.3.1. 

A summary o f t h e s e s c o r e s which p r e s e n t s the means and standard 

d e v i a t i o n s o f each sub-group and the means and st a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s o f 

each IQ s c a l e may be found i n Table 5.9. A four-way a n a l y s i s of 

v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on these s c o r e s . The four f a c t o r s were type 

of f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no absence; sex of 

c h i l d ; s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s and working c l a s s and IQ s c a l e . 

F u l l , V e r b a l and Performance, w i t h a rep e a t e d measure on the l a s t 

f a c t o r . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence - sex -

s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s o f .unweighted means was 

enployed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y i n c e l l 

f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to experimental t r e a t m e n t s (Keppel, 1973, 

p.356). A summary of the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main e f f e c t s 

and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s may be found i n Table 5.10. A c o n p l e t e 

t a b l e o f the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 4.3,1. 

Main e f f e c t s : O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to type of f a t h e r 

absence (F = < l , d . f . = 2,42, £ > . 0 5 ) . No main e f f e c t s due to s o c i a l 

c l a s s , sex o f c h i l d o r IQ s c o r e were o b t a i n e d . 

I n t e r a c t i o n s between sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s and sex of c h i l d , 

s o c i a l c l a s s and type of f a t h e r absence: There was a s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n t e r a c t i o n between sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s (F = 4.12, d . f . = 1,42, 
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Tablo 5.9 

Mcano and Standard Deviations of IQ Gcorea obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and eleven yearo 

ex p e r i e n c i n g i n t e m l t t e n t , permanent or no.father absence on the F u l l S c a l e , Verbal S c a l e and Perforrnance S c a l e of the WISC 

SCORE 

F u l l 

S cale 

^;erbal 

Scale 

MALES 

MIDDLE CLASS 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Absence Absence 

Number 
of 

S u b j e c t s 

Mean 

S.D. 

Mean 

S.D. 

WORKING CLASS 

FEMALES I A l l 
SubJoct9| 

MIDDLE CLASS 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Absence. Absence 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence \ Absence . Absence 

Pxjrformance Mean 

Scale S.D. 

112.00 108.67 108.40 

6.44 4.73 13.37 

117.00 107.33 . 108.00 

14.39 4.93 6.96 

104.20 111.33 107.20 

4.60 2.89 18.89 

105.60 

17.74 

99.60 

16.67 

110.60 

18.01 

124.00 113.80 

12.81 14.97 

113.20 112.40 

10.03 14.22 

129.00 112.80 

13.44 14.60 

108.80 117.00 117.00 

9.60 5.20 13.69 

113.80 111.33 118.00 

11.80 6.51 11.85 

101.60 118.00 112.40 

6.66 10.00 16.59 

WORKING CLRSS 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Absence Absence 

115.00 

3.53 

107.60 

6.07 

120.20 

6.06 

98.67 102.20 

15.95 8.58 

95.00 99.00 

16.09 1.87 

100.67 104.80 

13.50 15.11 

54 

111.24 

12.35 

108.96 

12.16 

111.20 ; 

14.27 

S.D. « Standard Dev i a t i o n 



T a b l e 5.10 

A summary o f the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e o f IQ s c o r e s obtained by 

c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s on the F u l l S c a l e , 

V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e o f the WISC 

Source S.S. d . f . M.S. F 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Sex (A) 233.22 1 233.22 < 1 n . s , 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 169.39 1 169.39 < 1 n.s. 

Type of F a t h e r 
78.01 2 39,01 < 1 n. s, 

Absence (C) 

A x B 1489.70 1 1489,70 4.12 .05 

A X B X C 3068,97 2 1534,49 4.25 .025 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
15179.2 42 361.41 

groups 

IQ Score (D) 212.21 2 106.11 2,81 n.s. 

B X D 930,93 2 465,46 12.30 .01 

B X C X D 497.09 4 124.27 3,29 .025 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
3178,00 84 37,83 

groups X D 

£ < .05) and sex o f c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s a l s o i n t e r a c t e d w i t h type 

o f f a t h e r absence (F = 4.25, d . f . = 2,42, £ < .025), An a n a l y s i s of 

sirrpl e main e f f e c t s of type o f f a t h e r absence was c a r r i e d out f o r each 

combination of l e v e l s of the s o c i a l c l a s s and sex f a c t o r s . The r e s u l t s 

of t h i s a n a l y s i s a r e shown i n Table 5.11, No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were 
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Table 5.11 

The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s of type of absence 

on IQ s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

Source S.S. d.f M.S. 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Type of absence. 

Middle C l a s s Boys 
66.90 33.45 < 1 n.s 

Type of Absence, 

Working C l a s s Boys 
1804.35 902.18 2.50 n.s 

Type of Absence, 

Middle C l a s s G i r l s 
460.69 245.35 n.s 

Type of Absence, 

Working C l a s s G i r l s 
1828-01 914.01 2.53 n.s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 

groups 
15179.20 42 361.41 

o b t a i n e d . Two f u r t h e r a n a l y s e s o f simple main e f f e c t s were c a r r i e d 

out, one f o r sex of c h i l d f o r each combination of l e v e l s of the absence 

and s o c i a l c l a s s f a c t o r s , and the o t h e r f o r s o c i a l c l a s s f o r each 

l e v e l o f the sex o f c h i l d and absence f a c t o r s . The r e s u l t s o f t h e s e 

a n a l y s e s may be found i n Appendix 5.1,6. and Appendix 5.1.7. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t o f sex of c h i l d was obtained f o r working c l a s s 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence (F = 10.21, d.f. = 1,42, 

£ < . 0 1 ) . Males o b t a i n e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l t h r e e 

187 



IQ measxores than d i d females. That i s amongst working c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence males o b t a i n e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l t h r e e IQ measures. F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and 

Performance S c a l e , than di d females. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t of s o c i a l c l a s s was o btained f o r g i r l s 

e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence (F = 5.34, d.f, = 1,42, £ < .025). 

Middle c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were permanently absent obtained h i g h e r 

s c o r e s over a l l t h r e e IQ s c a l e s than d i d working c l a s s g i r l s e x p e r i e n c i n g 

permanent f a t h e r absence. 

I n t e r a c t i o n between s o c i a l c l a s s and IQ s c o r e and i n t e r a c t i o n between 

s o c i a l c l a s s , IQ s c o r e and type o f f a t h e r absence: There was 

a s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n between s o c i a l c l a s s and IQ score (F = 12.30, 

d.f. = 2,84, £ < .01) and s o c i a l c l a s s and IQ s c o r e i n t e r a c t e d w i t h 

type of f a t h e r absence (F = 3.29, d.f. = 4,84, £ < .025), An a n a l y s i s 

of simple main e f f e c t s of f a t h e r absence was c a r r i e d out f o r each 

combination o f l e v e l s o f the s o c i a l c l a s s and IQ s c a l e f a c t o r . The 

r e s u l t s of t h i s a n a l y s i s a r e shown i n Table 5.12, No s i g n i f i c a n t 

r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d . 

An a n a l y s i s o f s i m p l e main e f f e c t s o f IQ s c o r e was c a r r i e d out 

and s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were obtained f o r middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence (F^ = 7,08, d.f. = 2,16, £ < ,01), 

f o r working c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence = 5,41, 

d-f. = 2,16, £ < .025) and f o r working c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

permanent f a t h e r absence (F = 11.40, d.f, = 2,12, £ < .01). The 

r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 5.1.8. I n each c a s e 

comparisons were made between V e r b a l and Performance IQ s c o r e s . Middle 
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T a b l e 5.12 

The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of type of 

f a t h e r absence on s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and 

el e v e n y e a r s on the F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e 

of the Wise 

Source S.S. d.f, M.S. 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Type of Absence, Middle 

C l a s s , F u l l S c a l e IQ 
32.11 2 16.06 <1 n.s 

Type o f Absence, Working 

C l a s s , F u l l S c a l e IQ 
49.96 2 24.98 <1 n.s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

x F u j i S c a l e IQ 
5764.13 42 137.24 

Type of Absence, Middle 

C l a s s , V e r b a l IQ 
160.22 2 80.11 <1 n.s 

Type o f Absence, Working 

C l a s s , v e r b a l IQ 
20.63 2 10.37 <1 n.s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

X V e r b a l IQ 
5276-53 42 125.63 

Type of Absence, Middle 

C l a s s , Performance IQ 
599.16 2 298.58 1.71 n.s 

Type of Absence, Working 

C l a s s , Performance IQ 
233.60 2 116.80 <1 n.s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

X Performance IQ 
7316,53 42 174.20 
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c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence obtained 

Verbal IQ s c o r e s s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r than Performance IQ s c o r e s 

(F = 13,97, d . f . = 1,16, £ < .0 1 ) . Working c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o b t a i n e d Performance IQ s c o r e s s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

h i g h e r than Verbal IQ s c o r e s (F = 10.77, d.f. = 1,16, £ < .01) as 

did working c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence 

(F = 21.92, d.f. = 1,12, £ < . 0 1 ) . 

A f u r t h e r a n a l y s i s o f the sim p l e main e f f e c t s o f s o c i a l c l a s s was 

c a r r i e d out and the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 

5,1.9. A s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t was ob t a i n e d f o r c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence i n t h e i r V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s (F = 4.75, 

d.f, = 1,42, £ < ,05), Amongst c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t 

f a t h e r absence, middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n obtained h i g h e r Verbal IQ 

s c o r e s than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

Examination o f IQ s c o r e s r e v e a l e d t h a t f o r V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s the 

e f f e c t o f s o c i a l c l a s s was o r d i n a l , i n t h a t middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n i n a l l t h r e e 

absence groups (Keppel, 1973, p,204). The simple main e f f e c t s o f 

s o c i a l c l a s s f o r V e r b a l IQ over a l l t h r e e absence groups was c a l c u l a t e d 

and a s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was ob t a i n e d (F = 6.73, d,f. = 1,42, £ < .025), 

That i s middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y higher s c o r e s on 

the V e r b a l IQ s c a l e o f the WISC than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

(b) Examination of V e r b a l Sub-Tests S c o r e s 

V e r b a l s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s obtained by the c h i l d r e n may be found i n 

Appendix 3.3.2, A summary o f these s c o r e s which p r e s e n t s the means and 

standard d e v i a t i o n s of each sub-group and the means and standard 
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d e v i a t i o n s o f each s u b - t e s t may be found i n Table 5.13. A four-way 

a n a l y s i s o f variaince was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The four f a c t o r s 

were type o f f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no absence; 

sex of c h i l d ; s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s and working c l a s s and sub

t e s t , one l e v e l f o r each of the f i v e s u b - t e s t s , w i t h repeated measures 

on the l a s t f a c t o r . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence -

sex - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a m a l y s i s o f unweighted means 

was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y i n the 

c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to experimental treatments (Keppel, 1973, 

p.356), A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main e f f e c t s 

and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s may be found i n Table 5.14. A complete 

t a b l e o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 4.3.2. 

Main e f f e c t s : O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t o f type of f a t h e r 

absence (F = < l , d . f . = 2,42, p > .0 5 ) . S i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t s were 

obtained f o r s o c i a l c l a s s ( F = 5.03, d.f, = 1,42, £ < .05) and sub

t e s t (F = 18.04, d.f. = 4,168, £ < . 0 1 ) . 

I n t e r a c t i o n between sex of c h i l d , s o c i a l c l a s s and type of 

f a t h e r absence: A s i g n i f i c a n t three-way i n t e r a c t i o n between 

sex, s o c i a l c l a s s and type o f f a t h e r absence was a l s o o btained 

(F = 3.31, d.f. = 2,42, £ < .0 5 ) . An a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s 

o f type o f f a t h e r absence was c a r r i e d out cuid no s i g n i f i c a n t s i r r p l ^ 

m a i n . e f f e c t s were o b t a i n e d . The r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s a r e shown 

i n Table 5.15. A n a l y s e s o f the s i m p l e main e f f e c t s o f s o c i a l c l a s s 

and sex of c h i l d were a l s o performed and the r e s u l t s o f these may be 

found i n Appendix 5.1.10 and Appendix 5.1.11. 
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Table 5.13 

Means and Standard Deviations of •cores obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and eleven yearo 

ex p e r i e n c i n g I n t e m i t t e n t , permanent or .no fa t h e r absence on the f i v e v e r bal s u b - t e s t s .of the WiSC 

MALES 1 
1 

FEMALES A l l 
vibjoctn 

MIDDLE ClASS WORKING CLASS 1 
1 

MIDDLE CLASS 1 WORKING CLASS 

I n t o m i t t e n t 
Absence 

Permanent 
Absence 

No 
Absence 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence 

Permanent 
Absence 

• No i l n t o m i t t e n t 
Absence ; Absence 

Permanent 
Absence. 

No 
.Absence 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence 

Permanent 
Absence 

No 
Absence 

5 3 5 5 5 5 ! 
1 

5 3 5 5 3 5 54 

11.00 7.33 9. 80 8.60 11.00 
i 

10.60 i 
i 

9.20 9.67 11. 20 11.00 8.33 9.60 9. 93 

3.54 4.16 2. 39 2.70 2.55 2.8B 1 2.17 0.58 1. 79 2.24 3.51 1.34 2. 56 

12.00 13.33 11. 40 7.80 13.00 13.20 ] 13.80 13.00 13. 60 12.40 9.33 8.80 11. 80 

3.08 3.06 1. 52 3.83 2.12 1.30 2.68 1.00 0. 89 1.67 4.04 1.79 2. 92 

13.60 11.00 10. 00 10.60 12.60 10.20 12.20 10.00 12. 20 11.00 7.67 9.20 11. 00 

2.30 2.65 1 87 2.07 1.67 2.68 1.30 1.73 4 87 3.54 2.08 1.64 2. 77 

13.60 11.00 12 60 9.40 10.40 12.60 12.60 13.33 13 00 11.40 10.00 11.60 11 83 

2.70 1.73 1 14 3.36 2.97 3.05 2.79 2.52 3 08 2.61 4.36 1.14 2 75 

13.40 13.00 12 .60 13.40 13.20 13.40 13.00 13.00 14 .20 12.20 12.00 10.20 12 81 

2.07 1.73 1 .82 3.51 2.95 2.07 1 1.87 1.00 2 .59 1.30 2.00 1.64 2 .22 

Verbal 
; sub-
T c s t s 
Scores 

Nuirher 
of 

S u b j e c t s 

General Mean 

Information S.D. 

Comprehend.on 

Ar i t h m e t i c 

S i m i l a r i t i e s 

vocabulary 

Mean 

S.D. 

Mean 

S.D. 

Moan 

S.D. 

Mean 

S.D. 

S.D. Standard De v i a t i o n 



Table 5.14 

A summary o f the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e of s c o r e s 

o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

on the v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s o f the .WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Sex (A) 3,43 1 3,43 < 1 n. s . 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 87.16 1 87.16 5.03 .05 

Type of F a t h e r 
11.86 2 5.93 < 1 n. s . 

Absence (C) 

A x B X C 114,77 2 57.48 3.31 .05 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
728,43 42 17.34 

groups 

V e r b a l S u b - t e s t s (D) 267,85 4 66.96 18,04 .01 

B X D 40,55 4 10.14 2.88 .05 

A X C X D 74.94 8 9,37 2.52 .025 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
623.44 168 3.71 

groups X D 
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Table 5.15 

The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of type of 

f a t h e r absence on s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and 

el e v e n y e a r s over a l l the v e r b a l sxab-tests .of the WISC 

Source S,S, d.f. M-S 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l . 

Type of Absence, 

Middle C l a s s Males 
32.98 2 16.49 < 1 n.s. 

Type of /Absence, 

Working C l a s s Males 
60.64 2 30.32 1.75 n.s 

Type of Absence, 

Middle C l a s s Females 
11.96 2 5.98 < 1 n.s 

Type of Absence, 

Working C l a s s Females 
54,89 2 27,44 1.58 n.s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 

groups 
728.43 42 17.34 

A s i g n i f i c a n t s i n g l e main e f f e c t o f s o c i a l c l a s s was obtained f o r 

males e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence (F = 4.71, d.f. = 1,42, 

£ < ,05) and f o r females e x p e r i e n c i n g no f a t h e r absence (F = 5,41, 

d.f. = 1,42, £ < ,05). I n both c a s e s middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n obtained 

h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l the v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s o f the WISC than d i d 

working c l a s s c h i l d r e n , A s i g n i f i c a n t simple main e f f e c t of sex o f 
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c h i l d was o b t a i n e d f o r working c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g no f a t h e r 

absence (F = 4.09, d . f . = 1,42, £ < .05). Working c l a s s boys obtained 

h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d working c l a s s g i r l s o v e r a l l v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s 

of the Wise. 

I n t e r a c t i o n between s o c i a l c l a s s and s u b - t e s t s c o r e : A s i g n i f i c a n t 

two-way i n t e r a c t i o n was o b t a i n e d between s o c i a l c l a s s and s u b - t e s t s c o r e 

(F = 2.88, d . f . = 4,168, £ < . 0 5 ) . An a n a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s 

of s o c i a l c l a s s f o r each s u b - t e s t was c a r r i e d out and the r e s u l t s of 

t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 5.1.12. S i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t s of 

s o c i a l c l a s s were o b t a i n e d f o r the Comprehension s u b - t e s t (F = 9.91, 

d.f. = 1,42, £ < .01) and f o r the S i m i l a r i t i e s s u b - t e s t (F = 5.56, 

d.f. ^ 1,42, £ < .025), I n both c a s e s middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d 

h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

I n t e r a c t i o n between sex of c h i l d , type of f a t h e r absence and 

v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s c o r e : A f u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t three-way 

i n t e r a c t i o n was found f o r sex o f c h i l d , type o f f a t h e r absence and 

v e r b a l s u b - t e s t (F = 2.52, d.f. = 8,168, £ < .025), An a n a l y s i s of 

simple main e f f e c t s o f type o f f a t h e r absence was c a r r i e d out and the 

r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s may be found i n Table 5.16. A s i g n i f i c a n t 

s i n ^ i l e main e f f e c t o f f a t h e r absence was found f o r males on the 

Comprehension s u b - t e s t ( F = 4.29, d . f . = 2,42, £ < ,025), P a i r e d 

c o n p a r i s o n s o f means were made between the permanent absence group and 

the no absence group t o g e t h e r and the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group, and 

between the permanent absence group and the no absence group. The 

s i g n i f i c a n t l e v e l was s e t a t ,025. The d i f f e r e n c e between the 

permanent and no absence groups and the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group was 
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Table 5.16 

The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s of f a t h e r absence 

on s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and eleven y e a r s 

on the v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

n.s 

n.s 

Type of Absence, Male, 4 67 2 2 34 < 1 
General Information 

Type o f Absence, Female, 

General Information ^'^-^ ^ ^'° ^ 

^ " ^ i n ^ ^ r ' I l ^ ^ ^ ^ ! J u o T ^SO.OO 42 6.67 

c'^^re^e^foT^' "9.06 2 24.53 4.29 .025 

^prtLTsUr' 21-02 2 10.51 1.84 n.s. 
x'tSr'lhrn^^on" 240.13 42 5.72 

I ^ S ^ I t . ' ^ ^ ' " ' ^ ' ' 19-5^ 2 9.97 1.48 

^ ^ I t . ^ ^ ^ ^ " " ' 34.10 2 17.05 2.53 n.s. 

^ t ^ r S ^ ^ t i f 2 8 3 . 4 7 42 6.75 

S ^ i l a r ' i t ^ e T ' ^ ^ ' ^^-^O 2 7.80 1.06 n.s. 

^nthTer^- 2 0.87 < l 
r^^r:!^ ''""^^ 310.27 42 7.39 

x"^^l^'^L'y"^'".'^°"'= 206.00 42 4.90 
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s i g n i f i c a n t (F = 8.02, d.f. = 1,42, £ < .01), There was no s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i f f e r e n c e between the pennanent absence group and the no absence 

grox:ip (F =<1, d . f . = 1,42, £ < ,025). The r e s u l t i n d i c a t e d t h a t boys 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence o b t a i n e d lower s c o r e s on the 

Comprehension s u b - t e s t than d i d boys e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent or no 

f a t h e r absence. 

An a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s of sex of c h i l d was c a r r i e d out 

fo r each combination of type of f a t h e r absence and v e r b a l s u b - t e s t . 

The r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 5,1,13. 

S i g n i f i c a n t simple main e f f e c t s o f sex of c h i l d were obtained f o r 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence on the 

Comprehension s u b - t e s t (F = 7.67, d . f . = 1,42, £ < .025) and f o r 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent absence on the 

A r i t h m e t i c s u b - t e s t ( F = 5.58, d.f, = 1,42, £ < .025), Males 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence obtained lower s c o r e s than d i d 

females on the Comprehension s u b - t e s t and males e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent 

f a t h e r absence o b t a i n e d h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d females on the A r i t h m e t i c 

s u b - t e s t . 

(c) Examination of Performance Sub-Tests S c o r e s 

Scores o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n on the Performance s u b - t e s t s o f the 

Wise may be found i n Appendix 3.3.3. A summary of these s c o r e s which 

p r e s e n t s the means and st a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s o f each sub-group and the 

means and s t a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s of each s u b - t e s t may be found i n 

Table 5.17. A four-way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on these 

s c o r e s . The four f a c t o r s were type of f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t . 
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Tabic 5.17 

Moans and Standard Deviations of scor c a obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and eleven years 

experiencing i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no fat h e r absence on the f i v e performance eub-tcsto of the WISC 

Performance MALES FEMALES 1 
pubjcctsj 

Sub-tests mODLE CLASS WORKING CLASS MIDDLE CLASS WORKING CLASS 
Scores 

1 
1 
Intftrmlttent 
Absence 

Permanent 
Absence 

No 
Absence' 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence . , ' *, 

Permanent 
Absence. 

No 
Absence 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence 

Permanent 
Absence 

No 
Absence 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence 

Permanent 
Absence 

No 
Absence 

Number 
of 5 3 5 5 5 5 5 3 5 5 3 5 54 

S u b j e c t s 

P i c t u r e Mean 10.60 10.67 11.40 11.00 13.80 13.00 10.80 10.00 13.00 12.40 9.33 10.00 11.48 

.Completion S.D. 1.52 2.08 2.07 3.67 3.03 2.83 2.39 1.00 2.92 2.30 2.31 1.73 2.59 

P i c t u r e Mean .12.60 11.33 11.40 12,00 14.40 11.80 10.00 10.33 11.20 13.00 9.67. 11.60 11.56 
1 

Arrangement S.D. 1.95 2.52 2.07 3.00 3.05 1.79 3.08 0.58 2.2B 2.65 4.16 3.36 2.77 

m o ck 
1 

Mean 11.20 10.33 13.20 13.00 15.60 11.40 10.40 13.67 11.00 13.80 11.00 10.60 12.15 

Design S.D. 2.39 4.04 4.44 3.54 2.79 2.07 1.34 1.53 3.54 3.77 2.00 3.05 3.19 

P i c t u r e Mean 10.80 11.33 10.80 12.00 14.60 11.00 8.40 13.67 11.60 12.20 11.00 9.20 11.31 

Assembly S.D. 2.17 2.08 3.11 3.08 2.07 3.00 1.52 1.53 2.19 1.30 1.73 1.48 2.60 

Mean 9.80 12.33 8.20 9.60 14.20 12.00 11.60 15.33 12.20 13.20 9.67 12.20 11.61 
Coding 

S.D. 1.92 3.08 3.55 3.SB 4.76 4.90 1.95 4.16 4.32 1.64 2.08 4.32 3.70 

S.D. Standard Dev i a t i o n 



permanent and no absence; sex of c h i l d ; s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s and s u b - t e s t , w i t h one l e v e l f o r each o f the f i v e sub

t e s t s . The l a s t f a c t o r was a repeated measures f a c t o r . S i n c e the c e l l 

f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the type of f a t h e r absence - sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l 

c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s of unweighted means was employed. 

T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y i n the c e l l 

f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to experimental t r e a t m e n t s . A summary of the 

r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n t e r a c t i o n s may be found i n Table 5.18, A complete t a b l e of the 

r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 4,3.3, 

Table 5.18 

A summary o f the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e on s c o r e s 

o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

on the performance s u b - t e s t s o f the WISC 

Source S.S, d.f, M.S. F S i g n i f i c a n c e 
l e v e l 

Sex (A) 12,67 1 12,67 < 1 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 26,00 1 26.00 1,34 n. s . 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 30.98 2 15.49 < 1 n.s. 

A X B X C 169.26 2 84.63 4.36 .025 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 815.81 42 19.42 

Performance s u b - t e s t s (D) 19,24 4 4.81 < 1 n.s. 

A X D 54.24 4 13.56 2.56 ,05 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
888.99 168 5.29 

groups X D 
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Main E f f e c t s : O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t o f f a t h e r absence 

(F = <1, d.f. = 2,42, £ > . 0 5 ) . No s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t s of sex of 

c h i l d , s o c i a l c l a s s o r s u b - t e s t s were obtained. 

I n t e r a c t i o n between sex of c h i l d , s o c i a l c l a s s and type of 

f a t h e r absence; A s i g n i f i c a n t three-way i n t e r a c t i o n between sex, 

s o c i a l c l a s s and type of absence was found (F = 4.36, d.f. = 2,42, 

£ < .025). An a n a l y s i s o f s i m p l e main e f f e c t s o f type of absence, 

the r e s u l t s o f which may be found i n Table 5,19 r e v e a l e d no s i g n i f i c a n t 

e f f e c t s . F u r t h e r a n a l y s e s of simple main e f f e c t s o f sex of c h i l d and 

s o c i a l c l a s s were c a r r i e d out and the r e s u l t s o f these may be found 

i n Appendix 5.1.14 and Appendix 5.1.15. A s i g n i f i c a n t simple main 

e f f e c t o f sex of c h i l d was o b t a i n e d f o r working c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence (F = 10.61, d.f. = 1,42, 

p < . 0 1 ) . Males e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence obtained h i g h e r 

s c o r e s over a l l the performance s u b - t e s t s of the WISC than d i d females 

e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent absence. A s i g n i f i c a n t simple main e f f e c t o f 

s o c i a l c l a s s was obtained f o r males e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r 

absence (F = 6.09, d . f . = 1,42, £ < .025), Working c l a s s males 

e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l 

the performance s u b - t e s t s o f the WISC than d i d middle c l a s s males 

e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence. 

I n t e r a c t i o n between sex of c h i l d and performance s u b - t e s t s c o r e : 

One s i g n i f i c a n t two-way i n t e r a c t i o n between sex of c h i l d and s u b - t e s t 

s c o r e was found (F = 2.56, d . f . = 4,168, £ < . 0 5 ) . An a n a l y s i s o f 

simple main e f f e c t s o f sex o f c h i l d was c a r r i e d out and the r e s u l t s 

o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be foxand i n Appendix 5.1,16. No s i g n i f i c a n t 
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Table 5,19 

The r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s o f type of 

f a t h e r absence on s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and 

. e l e v e n y e a r s over a l l performance s u b r t e s t s o f the WISC 

Source S,S. d.f. M.S. 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Type of Absence, 

Middle C l a s s Boys 

Type of Absence, 

Working C l a s s Boys 

Type of Absence, 

Middle C l a s s G i r l s 

Type of Absence, 

Working C l a s s G i r l s 

0.56 2 0.28 <1 n.s. 

116,33 2 58.17 3.00 n.s 

61,74 2 30.87 1,59 n.s 

92.47 2 46.24 2,38 n.s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 815.81 42 19.42 

e f f e c t s were o b t a i n e d . That i s t h e r e was no d i f f e r e n c e between the 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by males and females on i n d i v i d u a l performance sxab-

t e s t s o f the WISC. However, the p a t t e r n of s u b - t e s t s c o r e s d i f f e r e d , 

Males o b t a i n e d h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d females on P i c t u r e Completion, 

P i c t u r e Arrangement, Block Design and O b j e c t Assembly, Females 

obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s on Coding. 
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A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f c o g n i t i v e development 

obtained from c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

A. D i f f e r e n c e s between the i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no f a t h e r 

absence groups: 

1. There was no d i f f e r e n c e found i n 10 s c o r e s o r performance sub

t e s t s s c o r e s between c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or 

no f a t h e r absence. 

2. Boys e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence o b t a i n e d lower s c o r e s 

on the Comprehension s u b - t e s t than d i d boys e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent o r 

no f a t h e r absence. 

3. There was no d i f f e r e n c e found i n v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s between 

g i r l s e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence. 

B. D i f f e r e n c e s w i t h i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no f a t h e r 

absence groups: 

1. I n the permanent f a t h e r absence group working c l a s s males 

obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l t h r e e IQ s c a l e s than d i d working c l a s s 

females and middle c l a s s females o b t a i n e d h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l t h r e e 

IQ s c a l e s than d i d working c l a s s females. 

2. Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence 

obtained V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r than Performance IQ 

s c o r e s . 

3. Working c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t and permanent 

f a t h e r absence o b t a i n e d Performance IQ s c o r e s s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r 

than V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s . 

4. The V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s o f middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence were h i g h e r than those o b t a i n e d by working 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence-
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5. Amongst males e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r and 

females whose f a t h e r s were not a b s e n t middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d 

h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l v e r b a l s i o b - t e s t s than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

6. Working c l a s s boys e x p e r i e n c i n g no f a t h e r absence obtained h i g h e r 

s c o r e s over a l l v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s than d i d working c l a s s g i r l s 

e x p e r i e n c i n g no absence, 

7. Boys e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence obtained lower s c o r e s 

on the Comprehension s u b - t e s t than d i d g i r l s e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t 

f a t h e r absence. 

8. Within the permanent f a t h e r absence group males o b t a i n e d h i g h e r 

s c o r e s on A r i t h m e t i c s u b - t e s t than d i d g i r l s . 

9. Within the group o f working c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent 

absence of the f a t h e r males o b t a i n e d h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l the 

performance s u b - t e s t s than d i d females, 

10. Amongst males e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence those i n the 

working c l a s s o b t a i n e d h i g h e r s c o r e s over a l l performance s u b - t e s t s 

than d i d those i n the middle c l a s s , 

C. Other r e s u l t s : 

1. Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d h i g h e r V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s than d i d 

working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

2. Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r s c o r e s on the 

Comprehension and S i m i l a r i t i e s s u b - t e s t s than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

3. The p a t t e r n of performance s u b - t e s t s d i f f e r e d f o r males and females. 

Males o b t a i n e d h i g h e r s c o r e s than females on P i c t u r e Completion, P i c t u r e 

Arrangement, Block Design and O b j e c t Assembly, w h i l s t females obtained 

h i g h e r s c o r e s on Coding. However, none of the d i f f e r e n c e s between the 

males and females s c o r e s was s i g n i f i c a n t , 
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A D i s c u s s i o n o f the R a s t i l t s of the I n v e s t i g a t i o n o f 

C o g n i t i v e Development 

I n Chapter One a review of the l i t e r a t u r e examining the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between f a t h e r absence and c o g n i t i v e development r e v e a l e d 

t h a t f i n d i n g s were c o n t r a d i c t o r y . Some s t u d i e s r e p o r t e d an 

a s s o c i a t i o n between f a t h e r absence and c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s , both when 

the absence was permanent (Blanchard & B i l l e r , 1971; Douglas e t a l , 

1968; L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970; Maxwell, 1961; Santrock, 1972) or 

i n t e r m i t t e n t (Lee, 1974) . Other s t u d i e s r e p o r t e d t h a t no such 

a s s o c i a t i o n could be e s t a b l i s h e d (Newstat, 1973; R i s e n , 1939; R u t t e r , 

T i z a r d & Whitmore, 1970; Solomon e t a l , 1972; Wasserman, 1972). 

The f i n d i n g s o f L e s s i n g e t a l (1970) i n d i c a t e d t h a t the e f f e c t of 

f a t h e r absence was g r e a t e s t on working c l a s s c h i l d r e n and i n t h e i r 

study middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g f a t h e r absence obtained h i g h e r 

s c o r e s on some measures than d i d middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s 

were not absent. However, o t h e r s t u d i e s which have examined c h i l d r e n 

of low socioeconomic s t a t u s have found t h a t f a t h e r absence has no 

e f f e c t on c o g n i t i v e a b i l i t y (Newstat, 1973; Solomon e t a l , 1972; 

Wasserman, 1972), 

One a r e a i n which t h e r e i s no d i s p u t e i s t h a t of sex d i f f e r e n c e s . 

I n those s t u d i e s examining both boys and g i r l s t h a t have foxind absence 

of the f a t h e r to have an e f f e c t , t h a t e f f e c t i s r e p o r t e d to be g r e a t e r 

f o r boys than f o r g i r l s (Douglas e t a l , 1968; L e s s i n g e t a l , 1970; 

Santrock, 1972) . 

I n the p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n the measure used to study c o g n i t i v e 

development was the WISC, The e f f e c t s o f f a t h e r absence, permanent 
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r e s u l t i n g from p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e o r i n t e n n i t t e n t r e s u l t i n g from the 

f a t h e r s * occupation, on c h i l d r e n a t two d i f f e r e n t age l e v e l s were 

examined. The younger group of c h i l d r e n were aged between 5 and 7 

y e a r s and the o l d e r group between 8 and 11 y e a r s . 

I n an e a r l i e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 

y e a r s , r e p o r t e d i n Chapters Two and Three, f a t h e r absence was foxind 

to have no e f f e c t on WISC s c o r e s . No evidence was obtained to 

i n d i c a t e t h a t f a t h e r absence, permanent or i n t e r m i t t e n t , a f f e c t e d 

middle c l a s s o r working c l a s s male o r female c h i l d r e n . When the 

r e s u l t s of the p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h i s age l e v e l were examined 

aga i n no d i f f e r e n c e was found between c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were away 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y because of t h e i r o c c u p a t i o n , away permanently because 

of p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e , o r not away a t a l l , i n the s c o r e s they obtained 

on the F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e o r Performance S c a l e of the WISC, nor 

i n t h e i r s c o r e s on i n d i v i d u a l s u b - t e s t s . 

Two o t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s concerned w i t h absence of the f a t h e r 

employed the WISC as a measure of c o g n i t i v e development. They were 

those of Maxwell (1961) and L e s s i n g e t a l ( 1 9 7 0 ) . Maxwell, who d i d 

not examine the e f f e c t s of sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , r e p o r t e d 

t h a t c h i l d r e n who had e x p e r i e n c e d absence o f the f a t h e r due t o death 

or d i v o r c e , obtained lower s c o r e s on Comprehension, Vocabulary, 

P i c t u r e Completion, P i c t u r e Arrangement and Coding sxab-tests. L e s s i n g 

e t a l , found t h a t c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g f a t h e r absence obtained lower 

s c o r e s on the Block Design and O b j e c t Assembly s u b - t e s t s and on 

Performance S c a l e IQ. They a l s o foxind t h a t some r e s u l t s v a r i e d w i t h 

the s o c i a l c l a s s and sex o f the c h i l d r e n . Amongst boys those whose 
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f a t h e r s were absent obtained lower s c o r e s on the A r i t h m e t i c and Coding 

s u b - t e s t s , w h i l s t £unongst g i r l s t h e r e were no d i f f e r e n c e s on any 

measures due to f a t h e r absence. Working c l a s s c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s 

were absent obtained lower s c o r e s on Information and S i m i l a r i t i e s 

s u b - t e s t s and on V e r b a l and F u l l S c a l e IQ. I n middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

the d i r e c t i o n of the e f f e c t o f absence was r e v e r s e d , i n t h a t middle 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were absent obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s on 

the Coii?>rehension and Vocabulary s u b - t e s t s and on V e r b a l S c a l e IQ. 

The r e s u l t s of Maxwell and L e s s i n g e t a l , have not been repeated 

i n e i t h e r o f the two i n v e s t i g a t i o n s of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 

y e a r s r e p o r t e d h e r e . No e vidence has been obtained to i n d i c a t e t h a t 

f a t h e r absence i t s e l f has any e f f e c t on the c o g n i t i v e development o f 

c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s . However the c h i l d r e n i n 

Maxwell's (1961) study were aged 8 y e a r s and over, w h i l s t the c h i l d r e n 

i n the study o f L e s s i n g e t a l (1970) were aged 9 y e a r s and over. A l l 

the o t h er s t u d i e s t h a t have r e p o r t e d t h a t f a t h e r absence a f f e c t s 

c o g n i t i v e development have been of c h i l d r e n o l d e r than 7 y e a r s . 

I t was to t e s t the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t absence of the f a t h e r d i d 

a f f e c t c o g n i t i v e development, but t h a t t h i s e f f e c t d i d not appear u n t i l 

a f t e r the c h i l d r e n had p a s t the age of 7 y e a r s t h a t an a d d i t i o n a l 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n of c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s was c a r r i e d out. 

An examination of the r e s u l t s of t h i s study r e v e a l e d no d i f f e r e n c e s 

between c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent absence of the f a t h e r as 

a r e s u l t of p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e , i n t e r m i t t e n t absence because o f h i s 

o c c u p a t i o n or no absence a t a l l i n the s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on the F u l l 

S c a l e V e r b a l S c a l e o r Performance S c a l e nor i n s c o r e s obtained on any 
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of the Performance s u b - t e s t s . A l s o i n on l y one o f the f i v e v e r b a l 

s u b - t e s t s was any d i f f e r e n c e found. When the s c o r e s o f the 

Con^jrehension s u b - t e s t were examined i t was found t h a t boys whose 

f a t h e r s were away i n t e r m i t t e n t l y a s a r e s u l t of t h e i r occupation 

obtained lower s c o r e s on t h i s s u b - t e s t than d i d boys whose f a t h e r s 

were permanently absent or not away a t a l l . 

The r e s u l t s o f the study of c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s 

a g a i n p r o v i d e no support f o r the f i n d i n g s o f L e s s i n g e t a l (1970) or 

of Maxwell ( 1 9 6 1 ) . I n both o f th e s e s t u d i e s absence of the f a t h e r 

r e s u l t i n g from h i s death or p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n WISC s c o r e s , w h i l s t i n the p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

permanent absence o f the f a t h e r r e s u l t i n g from p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e was not 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h any d i f f e r e n t s c o r e s . When the f i n d i n g s of L e s s i n g 

e t a l were examined i n Chapter One i t was s t a t e d t h a t , given the 

m u l t i p l e a n a l y s e s they used t h e i r c r i t e r i o n f o r s t a t i s t i c a l 

s i g n i f i c a n c e s h o u l d have been a p r o b a b i l i t y o f .01 o r l e s s and not .05 

which was the one chosen by them. I f t h i s more s t r i c t c r i t e r i o n was 

employed the o n l y r e s u l t s t h a t remained s i g n i f i c a n t were those 

a p p l y i n g to working c l a s s boys. Working c l a s s boys e x p e r i e n c i n g 

f a t h e r absence o b t a i n e d lower s c o r e s than working c l a s s boys who had 

not e x p e r i e n c e d such absence on the S i m i l a r i t i e s and Vocabulary sub

t e s t s and on V e r b a l IQ. I t may be t h a t even t h i s c r i t e r i o n f o r 

s i g n i f i c a n c e was not s u f f i c i e n t l y s t r i c t and i n the study by L e s s i n g 

e t a l , a l l t h e i r r e s u l t s were due t o chance f a c t o r s . 

A more c o n v i n c i n g e x p l a n a t i o n and one t h a t a l s o a p p l i e s to the 

Maxwell (1961) study i n v o l v e s the f a c t t h a t i n both o f them the 
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samples of c h i l d r e n to be i n v e s t i g a t e d were drawn from the p o p u l a t i o n 

of c h i l d r e n r e f e r r e d to c h i l d guidance c l i n i c s . I t may be t h a t f a t h e r 

absence i s an i n ^ r t a n t v a r i a b l e i n c o g n i t i v e development i n c h i l d r e n 

who are diagnosed as having emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n t h a t 

i t may i n c r e a s e the s t r e s s e x p e r i e n c e d by them, but not i n the c o g n i t i v e 

development o f c h i l d r e n such as those i n v e s t i g a t e d i n the p r e s e n t study 

who came from a more g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n . 

The r e s u l t s obtained from the p r e s e n t study of c h i l d r e n whose 

f a t h e r s were i n the Royal Navy and t h e r e f o r e i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent, 

f a i l e d to r e p l i c a t e those o f Lee (1974) who a l s o s t u d i e d boys from 

m i l i t a r y f a m i l i e s . Lee r e p o r t e d t h a t , compared to boys from c i v i l i a n 

f a m i l i e s , those from m i l i t a r y f a m i l i e s who e x p e r i e n c e d i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence o f the f a t h e r obtained poorer s c o r e s on measures of n umerical 

a b i l i t y . The WISC has a measure of n u m e r i c a l a b i l i t y i n the A r i t h m e t i c 

s u b - t e s t . No d i f f e r e n c e was found between boys whose f a t h e r s were 

members o f the Royal Navy and boys who were from c i v i l i a n f a m i l i e s i n 

t h e i r s c o r e s on the A r i t h m e t i c s u b - t e s t , Lee d i d s t a t e t h a t the e f f e c t 

of f a t h e r absence was not v e r y marked, but t h a t the e a r l i e r the absence 

of the f a t h e r f i r s t o c c u r r e d the g r e a t e r the e f f e c t on numerical a b i l i t y 

I t may be t h a t i n the p r e s e n t study, w h i l s t absence of the f a t h e r d i d 

o ccur b e f o r e the age o f 5 i n a l l c h i l d r e n , i t d i d not occur as e a r l y 

as i n L e e ' s saii¥)le. I t i s a l s o p o s s i b l e t h a t the r e s u l t s r e f l e c t e d 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n the measures used. However, no i n f o r m a t i o n was 

a v a i l c i b l e about the t e s t s o f n u m e r i c a l a b i l i t y employed by Lee (1974) , 

The o n l y r e s u l t i n d i c a t i n g t h a t absence of the f a t h e r was r e l a t e d 

i n any way to s c o r e s on the A r i t h m e t i c s u b - t e s t was t h a t which 
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demonstrated t h a t amongst c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were permanently . 

absent, boys obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s than g i r l s . T h i s r e s u l t was 

unexpected i n s o f a r as the WISC was s t a n d a r d i s e d i n such a way as t o 

remove sex d i f f e r e n c e s as f a r as p o s s i b l e (Seashore e t a l , 1950). 

However, a con?iarison of boys and g i r l s e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent or no f a t h e r absence r e v e a l e d no d i f f e r e n c e s between the 

absence groups i n the s c o r e s they obtained on the A r i t h m e t i c s u b - t e s t . 

T herefore i t was not p o s s i b l e to determine whether the r e s u l t s 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t permanent absence of the f a t h e r was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

a h i g h e r s c o r e than would be expected i n boys o r a lower s c o r e than 

would be expected i n g i r l s . 

A r e s u l t t h a t demonstrated t h a t i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r 

was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n c e s i n WISC s c o r e s was the f i n d i n g t h a t , 

on the Comprehension s u b - t e s t , boys aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s whose 

f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away, obtained lower s c o r e s than d i d boys 

of t h i s age who were not away a t a l l . T h i s r e s u l t was not o b t a i n e d 

when the s c o r e s of g i r l s were examined. That the Comprehension s c o r e s 

of boys e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r were low was 

r e a f f i r m e d by the f i n d i n g t h a t i n t h i s absence group boys obtained 

lower s c o r e s on t h i s s u b - t e s t than d i d g i r l s . T h i s sex d i f f e r e n c e 

was not found amongst c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent or no absence 

of the f a t h e r . 

Before c o n s i d e r i n g the i m p l i c a t i o n s of t h i s r e s u l t i t i s f i r s t 

n e c e s s a r y t o e s t a b l i s h what the Comprehension s u b - t e s t measures. 

G l a s s e r and Zimmerman (1967) s t a t e t h a t the s u b - t e s t measures the 

c h i l d ' s a b i l i t y to u t i l i s e p r a c t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n i n a s o c i a l l y 
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a c c e p t a b l e way, Cohen (1959) i n h i s a n a l y s i s of the f a c t o r i a l 

s t r u c t u r e of the WISC r e p o r t s t h a t , i n common w i t h a l l o t h er sub

t e s t s Comprehension measures g e n e r a l i n t e l l i g e n c e . I t a l s o measures 

v e r b a l judgment and v e r b a l l y r e t a i n e d knowledge. The weighting of the 

l a s t two d i f f e r s a t d i f f e r e n t ages. At age 7*5 y e a r s the weighting on 

v e r b a l judgment i s h igh and t h a t on v e r b a l l y r e t a i n e d knowledge low. 

At age 13 the p o s i t i o n has been r e v e r s e d . At the age o f the p r e s e n t 

sample t h e r e would be some l o a d i n g on both v e r b a l judgment and v e r b a l l y 

r e t a i n e d knowledge. I t may be, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t i n boys i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence o f . t h e f a t h e r i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h lower l e v e l s o f these two 

as p e c t s o f v e r b a l a b i l i t y . However Cohen (1959) makes the f u r t h e r 

p o i n t t h a t the Comprehension s u b - t e s t has a high e r r o r v a r i a n c e and 

t h i s s u b - t e s t alone should not be used a s a r e l i a b l e measure of v e r b a l 

judgment or v e r b a l l y r e t a i n e d knowledge. When the r e s u l t s o f the o t h e r 

v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s were examined no evidence was found to i n d i c a t e t h a t 

boys aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s whose f a t h e r s were away i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

obtained lower s c o r e s than d i d boys whose f a t h e r s were away permanently 

o r not away a t a l l . I n a d d i t i o n no evidence was o b t a i n e d from e i t h e r 

of the s t u d i e s o f c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s t h a t i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence o f the f a t h e r had any e f f e c t on the v e r b a l a b i l i t y o f boys. 

Therefore i t i s not p o s s i b l e to conclude from t h i s r e s u l t alone t h a t 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h lower l e v e l s o f 

v e r b a l a b i l i t y i n boys. 

I t has been suggested t h a t low s c o r e s on the Comprehension sub

t e s t may p r o v i d e an i n d i c a t i o n o f the presence of emotional d i s t u r b a n c e 

G l a s s e r and Zimmerman (1967) s t a t e t h a t the Con^rehension s u b - t e s t i s 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y v u l n e r a b l e to maladjustment *,... s i n c e t r a n s i e n t 

emotional r e a c t i o n s become the governing f a c t o r r a t h e r than c o g n i t i v e 

f u n c t i o n i n g . ' However, i n the next chapter i t w i l l be shown t h a t 

t h e r e i s no a s s o c i a t i o n between i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r and 

a higher i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n c h i l d r e n . 

Rather, i t i s permanent absence t h a t i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a h i g h e r 

i n c i d e n c e o f problems. No evidence was produced i n t h i s study to 

i n d i c a t e t h a t the Comprehension s u b - t e s t s c o r e s of c h i l d r e n whose 

f a t h e r s were permanently away were low. T h e r e f o r e without any 

s u b s t a n t i a t i n g evidence i t i s not p o s s i b l e to conclude t h a t i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence o f the f a t h e r i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h lower l e v e l s of v e r b a l a b i l i t y 

i n boys. Nor i s i t p o s s i b l e to conclude t h a t the r e s u l t i n d i c a t e s 

a h i g h e r l e v e l of emotional d i s t u r b a n c e . 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f the e f f e c t s of f a t h e r absence on c o g n i t i v e 

development d i d produce r e s u l t s t h a t i n d i c a t e d t h a t absence of the 

f a t h e r both permanent and i n t e r m i t t e n t was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

p a t t e r n s of WISC s c o r e s . However the r e s u l t s d i f f e r e d a c c o r d i n g to 

the age l e v e l s t u d i e d . Amongst c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 

boys e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r obtained 

Performance IQ s c o r e s h i g h e r than V e r b a l , w h i l s t among c h i l d r e n aged 

between 8 and 11 y e a r s t h i s p a t t e r n of s c o r e s was found i n working 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g both i n t e r m i t t e n t and permanent absence. 

I t has been r e p o r t e d t h a t where v e r b a l a b i l i t y i s lower than non

v e r b a l a b i l i t y t h i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t a c h i l d i s not a c h i e v i n g h i s o r her 

p o t e n t i a l ( B e r n s t e i n , 1961). I t has a l s o been r e p o r t e d t h a t v e r b a l 

a b i l i t y i s more a f f e c t e d by environmental f a c t o r s than i s non-verbal 
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a b i l i t y ( B e r n s t e i n , 1961; F r a s e r , 1958; Vemon, 1969; Walberg & 

Marjoribanks, 1973). I t might be t h a t absence of the f a t h e r i s an 

i n ^ r t a n t environmental v a r i a b l e n e g a t i v e l y a f f e c t i n g v e r b a l a b i l i t y . 

Evidence from o t h e r r e s e a r c h does not support t h i s conclxasion» 

S t u d i e s e x i s t t h a t have compared the v e r b a l and q u a n t i t a t i v e 

a b i l i t i e s of a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n who have e x p e r i e n c e d absence of the 

f a t h e r . They r e p o r t t h a t such cibsence i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a decrease i n 

q u a n t i t a t i v e a b i l i t y r e l a t i v e to v e r b a l a b i l i t y ( A l t u s , 1958; C a r l s m i t h , 

1964; Landy, Rosenberg & Sutton Smith, 1969; Nelson & Maccoby, 1966), 

No s t u d i e s have been uncovered t h a t have compared v e r b a l and non-verbal 

IQ s c o r e s o f i n d i v i d u a l c h i l d r e n i n o r d e r t o examine whether the 

p a t t e r n of these s c o r e s i s a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence. However, 

i n s p e c t i o n of mean s c o r e s p r o v i d e d by L e s s i n g e t a l (1970) r e v e a l e d 

t h a t i n t h e i r s a i t ^ l e no c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g absence of the f a t h e r 

obtained Performance IQ s c o r e s much g r e a t e r than V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s . The 

b i g g e s t d i s c r e p a n c y between s c o r e s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n was found f o r 

working c l a s s c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were not absent and the r e the 

d i f f e r e n c e was on l y two IQ p o i n t s . 

F i n d i n g s c o n c e r n i n g v i s u a l s p a t i a l a b i l i t y i n d i c a t e t h a t where 

absence o f the f a t h e r has an e f f e c t on s c o r e s the s c o r e s are lower i n 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g such absence ( B a r c l a y & Cusumano, 1967). 

I n s p i t e o f the f i n d i n g t h a t amongst c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 

7 y e a r s , boys whose f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away obtained V e r b a l IQ 

s c o r e s lower than Performance IQ s c o r e s i t i s not p o s s i b l e to conclude 

t h a t absence o f the f a t h e r i s the most important determining f a c t o r . 

I f t h i s were so i t would be expected t h a t boys whose f a t h e r s were away 
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permanently would a l s o e x h i b i t such a p a t t e r n of s c o r e s . I n f a c t the 

only other c h i l d r e n i n t h i s age l e v e l to do so were g i r l s whose f a t h e r s 

had never been away from home. However, the f i n d i n g s from the study of 

c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s p rovide s t r o n g e r support f o r the 

i n f l u e n c e o f absence of the f a t h e r . Here working c l a s s c h i l d r e n whose 

f a t h e r s were away both permanently and i n t e r m i t t e n t l y obtained V e r b a l 

IQ s c o r e s lower than Performance IQ s c o r e s . T h e r e f o r e , i n the o l d e r 

c h i l d r e n from working c l a s s f a m i l i e s i t was p o s s i b l e t h a t i t was 

d e p r i v a t i o n o f something nor m a l l y provided by the f a t h e r t h a t was 

e x e r t i n g a n e g a t i v e i n f l u e n c e on v e r b a l a b i l i t y . 

A t t r i b u t e s o f the f a t h e r who i s c o n t i n u a l l y p r e s e n t have been shown 

to be p o s i t i v e l y r e l a t e d to the c o g n i t i v e a b i l i t y of c h i l d r e n . For 

example Marjoribanks (1972) found t h a t f a t h e r dominance was s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

c o r r e l a t e d w i t h boys' v e r b a l a b i l i t y . Radin (1972, 1973) found 

a p o s i t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p between p a t e r n a l nurturance and IQ i n boys. 

Honzik (1967) found t h a t f r i e n d l i n e s s of the f a t h e r towards h i s 

daughter was p o s i t i v e l y r e l a t e d to IQ of g i r l s . However the r e i s some 

r e s e a r c h s u g g e s t i n g t h a t e x t e n s i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the c h i l d ' s 

i n t e l l e c t i a a l e f f o r t s by the f a t h e r does not have a p o s i t i v e e f f e c t on 

the c h i l d ' s c o g n i t i v e development (Radin, 1976). Research i n v e s t i g a t i n g 

f a t h e r s and daughters has i n d i c a t e d t h a t some d i s t a n c e and autonomy 

from the f a t h e r i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h i g h e r l e v e l s of c o g n i t i v e conqpetence 

i n g i r l s (Jordan, Radin & E p s t e i n , 1975), S t u d i e s t h a t have r e p o r t e d 

a p o s i t i v e a s s o c i a t i o n between p a t e r n a l nurturance and IQ i n c h i l d r e n 

found t h a t t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n was most marked i n middle c l a s s boys 

(Jordan, Radin & E p s t e i n , 1975; Radin, 1973). A l s o i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o f 
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c h i l d - r e a r i n g have r e p o r t e d t h a t p a t e r n a l involvement w i t h c h i l d r e n i s 

g r e a t e s t i n middle c l a s s homes (Benson, 1968; Kohn & C a r r o l l , 1960; 

Lynn, 1974; Newson & Newson, 1968) p a r t i c u l a r l y p a t e r n a l involvement 

w i t h boys (Newson & Newson, 1976). T h e r e f o r e i f i t was d e p r i v a t i o n 

of something u s u a l l y provided by the f a t h e r t h a t produced the n e g a t i v e 

e f f e c t on the v e r b a l a b i l i t y of the c h i l d r e n i t would be expected t h a t 

the v e r b a l a b i l i t y of middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent or 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r would a l s o be a f f e c t e d . 

Examination of the WISC s c o r e s of middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n aged 

between 8 and 11 y e a r s r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e r e was no d i f f e r e n c e between 

Verb a l and Performance IQ i n c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent absence o f 

the f a t h e r . Amongst c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away 

Verbal IQ s c o r e s were h i g h e r than Performance IQ s c o r e s . I n a d d i t i o n 

no evidence e x i s t s t h a t absence of the f a t h e r i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h v e r b a l 

a b i l i t y lower than non-verbal. Research i n d i c a t e s the r e v e r s e to be 

the case ( A l t u s , 1958; C a r l s m i t h , 1964; Landy, Rosenberg & Sutton Smith, 

1969; Nelson & Maccoby, 1966). 

V e r b a l a b i l i t y lower than non-verbal a b i l i t y i s a p a t t e r n r e p o r t e d 

to be p a r t i c u l a r l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h working c l a s s c h i l d r e n and w i t h i n 

the working c l a s s w i t h c h i l d r e n of the lowest socioeconomic s t a t u s 

( B e r n s t e i n , 1961) . One e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h i s t h a t has been put forward 

r e l a t e s low v e r b a l a b i l i t y i n working c l a s s c h i l d r e n to d i f f e r e n c e s i n 

v e r b a l i n t e r a c t i o n found amongst mothers and c h i l d r e n i n t h i s s o c i a l 

c l a s s corrpared t o mothers and c h i l d r e n i n the middle c l a s s ( B e r n s t e i n , 

1961; Robinson, 1972). Working c l a s s mothers have been r e p o r t e d as 

t a l k i n g to t h e i r c h i l d r e n l e s s than do middle c l a s s mothers ( B e r n s t e i n 

214 



& B r a n d i s , 1970; Hess & Shipman, 1965), to use l e s s a b s t r a c t i o n when 

t a l k i n g w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n (Hess & Shipman, 1965) and to use 

im p e r a t i v e s r a t h e r than e x p l a n a t i o n s (Cook, 1973; Henderson, 1970; 

Hess & Shipman, 1965) , One study p r o v i d e s evidence t h a t w i t h i n the 

working c l a s s , f a t h e r absence e x a c e r b a t e s these d i f f e r e n c e s . Hess and 

Shipman (1965) found t h a t mothers o f lower socioeconomic s t a t u s whose 

husbands were absent were more l i k e l y than other mothers of the same 

s t a t u s to use i m p e r a t i v e s r a t h e r than e x p l a n a t i o n s w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

and they a l s o had the lowest r a t e o f v e r b a l i n t e r a c t i o n . 

I f v e r b a l i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers and c h i l d r e n i s an important 

environmental v a r i a b l e i n determining the v e r b a l a b i l i t y of c h i l d r e n 

than i t would be expected t h a t mothers of c h i l d r e n w i t h low v e r b a l 

a b i l i t y r e l a t i v e to non-verbal a b i l i t y would i n t e r a c t d i f f e r e n t l y w i t h 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n from mothers whose c h i l d r e n d i d not e x h i b i t such 

a p a t t e r n o f s c o r e s . The i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers and c h i l d r e n 

together w i t h o t h e r environmental v a r i a b l e s w i l l be examined i n 

Chapter Seven and the attempt w i l l be made the r e to r e l a t e d i f f e r e n c e s 

i n the c o g n i t i v e a b i l i t y o f the c h i l d r e n to environmental f a c t o r s o t h e r 

than the absence o f the f a t h e r p e r s e . 

Within the group o f working c l a s s c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were 

permanently away, both males and females obtained V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s 

lower than Performance IQ s c o r e s . However, t h e r e was evidence from 

other r e s u l t s t h a t the Performance IQ o f the boys was hig h e r than 

expected w h i l s t the g i r l s o b t a i n e d low s c o r e s on a l l IQ measures. 

When the s c o r e s of a l l f i v e Performance s u b - t e s t s from which the 

Performance IQ was d e r i v e d , were examined i t was found t h a t working 
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c l a s s boys e x p e r i e n c i n g pennanent f a t h e r absence o b t a i n e d higher s c o r e s 

than d i d middle c l a s s boys e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent absence. No r e s u l t s 

were obtained to i n d i c a t e t h a t these middle c l a s s boys obtained 

performance s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s lower than o t h e r middle c l a s s boys. I n 

the s t u d i e s of younger c h i l d r e n r e p o r t e d e a r l i e r i t has been found 

t h a t middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d performance s u b - t e s t s s c o r e s h i g h e r 

than those o b t a i n e d by working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . T h i s f i n d i n g of a c l a s s 

d i f f e r e n c e i n the o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n amongst boys whose f a t h e r s were 

permanently away suggests t h a t i n the study of c h i l d r e n aged between 

8 and 11 y e a r s the working c l a s s boys e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent absence 

obtained performance s c o r e s h i g h e r than expected. 

That working c l a s s g i r l s o b t a i n e d low s c o r e s on a l l measures was 

i n d i c a t e d by two r e s u l t s . The f i r s t was t h a t amongst working c l a s s 

c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were away permanently boys o b t a i n e d higher 

s c o r e s o v e r a l l t h r e e IQ measures than d i d g i r l s . A l s o , i t was o n l y 

amongst g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were permanently away t h a t the expected 

c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e was observed. Middle c l a s s g i r l s o b t a i n e d h i g h e r 

s c o r e s over a l l t h r e e IQ measures than d i d working c l a s s g i r l s . 

There was no evidence t h a t middle c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were 

permanently away obtained h i g h e r IQ s c o r e s than d i d o t h e r middle c l a s s 

g i r l s . T h e r e f o r e t h i s s u ggests t h a t the o v e r a l l a b i l i t y of working 

c l a s s g i r l s i n t h i s absence group was low. Environmental f a c t o r s w i l l 

be examined i n Chapter Seven i n an attempt t o account f o r t h i s s e x 

d i f f e r e n c e . 

One f i n d i n g r e l a t i n g to middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r has a l r e a d y been mentioned. That i s 
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t h a t aiTC»ngst these c h i l d r e n V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s were h i g h e r than 

Performance IQ s c o r e s . T h i s p a t t e r n o f s c o r e s i s common amongst 

c h i l d r e n of high IQ, but the r e was no evidence t h a t the IQ of th e s e 

c h i l d r e n was any h i g h e r than t h a t o f middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n whose 

f a t h e r s were away permanently o r not away a t a l l . That i n the group 

o f c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r , working 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d low v e r b a l s c o r e s w h i l s t middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

obtained h i g h v e r b a l s c o r e s was f u r t h e r demonstrated by one r e s u l t . 

Only i n t h i s absence group was a s i g n i f i c a n t s o c i a l c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e 

i n V e r b a l IQ ob t a i n e d , A f u r t h e r f i n d i n g i n d i c a t e d t h a t the s o c i a l 

c l a s s e f f e c t was most apparent i n males. -When the s c o r e s over a l l f i v e 

v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s from which the V e r b a l IQ was d e r i v e d were examined, 

only amongst males e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence were middle c l a s s 

s c o r e s h i g h e r than working c l a s s s c o r e s . 

Research has been r e p o r t e d t h a t has found an a s s o c i a t i o n between 

absence o f the f a t h e r and an i n c r e a s e d l e v e l of v e r b a l a b i l i t y ( A l t u s , 

1958; C a r l s m i t h , 1964; Landy, Rosenberg & Sutton Smith, 1969; Nelson 

& Maccoby, 1966). However, t h a t h i g h e r l e v e l of v e r b a l a b i l i t y 

r e l a t i v e to non-verbal was not found i n c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were 

away permanently i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t was not simply absence of the f a t h e r 

t h a t produced t h i s p a t t e r n of s c o r e s . Therefore i t i s ne c e s s a r y to 

co n s i d e r what a s p e c t s o f the environment o f the middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

whose f a t h e r s a r e i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent have a p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e on 

v e r b a l a b i l i t y . I t may be t h a t when the f a t h e r i s home he has 

a p a r t i c u l a r l y c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h h i s c h i l d r e n - Jordan, Radin 

and E p s t e i n (1975) found t h a t t h e r e was a p o s i t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
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p a t e r n a l nurturance and IQ s c o r e s i n middle c l a s s boys. However they 

found t h a t independence o f the daughters from the f a t h e r s was p o s i t i v e l y 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the IQ s c o r e s of g i r l s . Another p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e 

might be t h a t the v e r b a l i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers and middle c l a s s 

c h i l d r e n i s i n c r e a s e d when the f a t h e r i s i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away. I t must 

be noted t h a t whatever f a c t o r s were o p e r a t i n g i n middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

aged between 8 and 11 they e i t h e r have no e f f e c t u n t i l t h i s age or 

e l s e they a r e not p r e s e n t i n a l l middle c l a s s homes from which the 

f a t h e r i s i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent. I n the sample o f c h i l d r e n aged between 

5 and 7 y e a r s boys i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group obtained 

Performance IQ s c o r e s h i g h e r than V e r b a l IQ whatever t h e i r s o c i a l c l a s s . 

F u r t h e r examination o f environmental f a c t o r s o t h e r than absence of the 

f a t h e r i s n e c e s s a r y i f t h e s e f i n d i n g s a r e to be e x p l a i n e d and t h i s w i l l 

be done i n Chapter Seven. 

S o c i a l c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s between the c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 

7 y e a r s i n the second study were s i m i l a r to those obtained i n the f i r s t . 

They were a l s o i n accordance w i t h p r e v i o u s r e s e a r c h ( e . g . Davie e t a l , 

1972; Douglas e t a l , 1968). Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n obtained 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d working c l a s s c h i l d r e n on F u l l S c a l e , 

V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e IQ and a l s o on the f i v e v e r b a l sxab-

t e s t s . However the i n f l u e n c e of f a t h e r absence was more apparent i n 

the c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s and t h i s confounded the e f f e c t 

of s o c i a l c l a s s . S o c i a l c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s were p r e s e n t and were i n the 

expected d i r e c t i o n but were not as marked as i n the younger groups. 

Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d h i g h e r s c o r e s than working c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

on V e r b a l S c a l e IQ and a l s o on the Comprehension and S i m i l a r i t i e s 
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s u b - t e s t s . Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n a l s o obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s on the 

F u l l S c a l e IQ and on the G e n e r a l I n f o r m a t i o n , A r i t h m e t i c and Vocabulary 

s u b - t e s t s , but the d i f f e r e n c e s between t h e i r s c o r e s and those o b t a i n e d 

by working c l a s s c h i l d r e n were not l a r g e enough to be s i g n i f i c a n t . 
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CHAPTER SIX 

EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIOURAL PROBLEMS 

The i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems e x h i b i t e d 

by the c h i l d r e n was a s s e s s e d u s i n g two measures. The f i r s t was the 

C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : 

S c a l e A ( 2 ) . The second was the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r Completion by Te a c h e r s : S c a l e B ( 2 ) , Copies of the s c a l e s may be 

found i n Appendix 2. From both o f these s c a l e s i t was p o s s i b l e t o 

o b t a i n t h r e e s c o r e s , a t o t a l s c o r e , a n e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e and 

an a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour s u b - s c a l e s c o r e . The higher the s c o r e the 

l a r g e r was the number o f problems r e p o r t e d . A s c o r e o f 13 o r more on 

S c a l e A(2) and a s c o r e of 9 o r more on S c a l e B(2) i n d i c a t e d the l i k e l y 

presence of some p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r ( R u t t e r , 1967; R u t t e r , T i z a r d 

& Whitmore, 1970) . C h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g such a s c o r e were c l a s s i f i e d 

a s e x h i b i t i n g a n t i - s o c i a l o r n e u r o t i c d i s o r d e r a c c o r d i n g to which of 

t h e i r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s , n e u r o t i c or a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour, was the 

h i g h e r . 

I n t h i s , the second i n v e s t i g a t i o n , 52 c h i l d r e n aged between 5 

and 7 y e a r s and 54 c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s were s t u d i e d . 
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1. The R e s u l t s of the I n v e s t i g a t i o n o f C h i l d r e n aged Between 

F i v e and Seven Y e a r s 

(a) Examination of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

( i ) T o t a l S c o r e s : T o t a l s c o r e s o btained by the c h i l d r e n may be 

found i n Appendix, 3.2.4. A summary of these s c o r e s showing the means 

and standard d e v i a t i o n s o b t a i n e d by each type of f a t h e r absence -

s o c i a l c l a s s - sex of c h i l d sub-group may be found i n Table 6.1. 

A three-way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The 

t h r e e f a c t o r s o f the a n a l y s i s were type of f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence, sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence -

sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were uneqxaal, a n a l y s i s o f unweighted 

means was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y 

i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to experimental treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p.356). A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s showing main 

e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s may be found i n Ta b l e 6.2. 

A complete t a b l e of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s may be found i n 

Appendix 4.2.4. 

O v e r a l l , t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to type of f a t h e r absence 

(F = < l , d . f . = 2,40, £ > .05) and t h i s f a c t o r d i d not i n t e r a c t w i t h 

any of the o t h e r f a c t o r s . 
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T a b l e 6.1 

Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s of t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n 

aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent or no f a t h e r absence on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f or Completion by P a r e n t s : . .Scale ,A(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group . Absence Group Absence Group 

Mean 10.80 9.67 11.40 

Middle 
M 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 6.14 5,77 6.31 

C l a s s 
A Number of 

S u b j e c t s 5 3 5 

L 
Mean 6.80 10,40 7.25 

E 
Working Standard 

D e v i a t i o n 3.96 7.30 1.50 

C l a s s Number of 5 5 4 
S u b i e c t s 

Mean 6.80 7.67 8.00 
F 
g Middle Standard 

D e v i a t i o n 5.45 0.58 3,74 

C l a s s 
M Number o f 

S u b i e c t s 5 3. 4 

• 

L Mean 11.40 12.00 7,50 

E Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 5.59 9.13 1.29 

S C l a s s Number of 
S u b i e c t s 5 4 4 

T o t a l f o r Mean 8.95 10.13 8.71 

a l l s u b j e c t s Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 5,38 6.35 4.07 

i n each 
Number of 20 15 17 cibsence group. S u b j e c t s 20 15 17 cibsence group. S u b j e c t s 
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Table 6,2 

A summary o f the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e of the 

t o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s 

S c a l e A ( 2 ) , showing main e f f e c t s .and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s . 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Sex (A) 0.70 1 0.70 < 1 n.s 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 4.31 1 4.31 < 1 n.s 

38.19 2 19.09 < 1 n.s 
Type of F a t h e r 

Absence (C) 

A x B 117.46 1 117.46 4.21 .025 

Sxabjects w i t h i n 

groups 
1116.08 40 27.90 

One s i g n i f i c a n t two-way i n t e r a c t i o n between sex of c h i l d and 

s o c i a l c l a s s was o b t a i n e d (F = 4.21, d . f . = 1,40, £ < .025). An 

examination o f means shown i n Table 6.1 r e v e a l e d t h a t amongst middle 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n males obtained h i g h e r t o t a l s c o r e s than females, 

w h i l s t amongst working c l a s s c h i l d r e n females obtained higher t o t a l 

s c o r e s than males. A n a l y s e s of s i n p l e main e f f e c t s of sex and s o c i a l 

c l a s s produced no s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t s . The r e s u l t s o f these a n a l y s e s 

a r e shown i n Appendix 5.2.1 and 5.2.2. 
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Using the t a b l e o f t o t a l s c o r e s found i n Appendix 3.2.4, the 

number o f c h i l d r e n who obtained t o t a l s c o r e s o f 13 o r more, the s c o r e 

c o n s i d e r e d to i n d i c a t e the presence o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r ( R u t t e r , 

T i z a r d s Whitmore, 1970), was c a l c u l a t e d f o r each of the three absence 

groups, i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no absence. The number o f 

c h i l d r e n i n each absence group o b t a i n i n g such a s c o r e may be found i n 

Table 6.3. Examination of s c o r e s i n d i c a t e d t h a t the i n c i d e n c e of 

d i s o r d e r was h i g h e s t i n the permanent absence group and lowest i n the 

no absence group. 

Table 6.3 

The number of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s i n each 

of the f a t h e r absence groups o b t a i n i n g a s c o r e o f t h i r t e e n or more on 

the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 

by . P a r e n t s : . S c a l e A(2) 

Score I n t e r m i t t e n t Permcment No 
Absence Group . Absence Group . Absence Group 

13 or more 

L e s s than 13 

TOTAL . 

% % 
25 5 40 6 5.89 1 

75 15 60 9 94.11 16 

100 20 100 15 100 17 

The expected f r e q u e n c i e s i n the c e l l s were too s m a l l to enable 

a c h i - s q u a r e d t e s t to be c a r r i e d out. Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y 

T e s t s were c a r r i e d out, one con5>aring the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence and 

the no absence groups and the o t h e r comparing the permanent and no 

absence groups, A s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was o b t a i n e d f o r the second 
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comparison (£ < .025). T h e r e f o r e the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c 

d i s o r d e r e x h i b i t e d by the c h i l d r e n i n the permanent absence group 

was s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r than t h a t e x h i b i t e d by c h i l d r e n i n the no 

absence group. There was no d i f f e r e n c e between the i n t e r m i t t e n t and 

no absence groups (£ > .025). 

( i i ) N e u r o t i c i s m and A n t i - s o c i a l Behaviour Sub-Scales: 

A n e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was obtained f o r each c h i l d by summing 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on items C, G, V, 6 and 15 ( ' s u f f e r s from asthma', 

'had t e a r s on a r r i v a l a t s c h o o l o r r e f u s e d to go i n t o the b u i l d i n g ' , 

'does he/she have any s l e e p i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s ? * , 'often worried, w o r r i e s 

about many t h i n g s ' , 'tends to be f e a r f u l or a f r a i d o f new t h i n g s or 

new s i t u a t i o n s ' ) . S c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e 

may be found i n Appendix 3.2.5. 

An a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was obtained f o r each 

c h i l d by summing s c o r e s obtained on items I I I , 3, 13, 17 and 18 

(.'does he/she ev e r s t e a l t h i n g s ? ' , 'often d e s t r o y s own o r , o t h e r s * 

property', ' i s o f t e n d i s o b e d i e n t ' , 'often t e l l s l i e s ' , ' b u l l i e s o t h er 

c h i l d r e n ' ) . S c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e may be 

found i n Appendix 3.2.6. 

An examination o f the nexarotic and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour sub-

s c a l e s c o r e s was c a r r i e d out f o r c h i l d r e n who obtained t o t a l s c o r e s 

o f 13 or more. R u t t e r , T i z a r d and Whitmore (1970) used the n e u r o t i c 

and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s as a means o f c l a s s i f y i n g 

c h i l d r e n whose t o t a l s c o r e s were h i g h . These c h i l d r e n were 

c l a s s i f i e d a s e x h i b i t i n g n e u r o t i c or a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r a c c o r d i n g 

to which s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was the h i g h e r . Such a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n was 
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c a r r i e d out on those c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g t o t a l s c o r e s o f 13 o r more i n 

the p r e s e n t study. Twelve c h i l d r e n obtained such a s c o r e . One c h i l d 

i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group and one c h i l d i n the permanent 

absence group obtained equal s c o r e s on the two s u b - s c a l e s and so were 

not i n c l u d e d . The d i s t r i b u t i o n of the remaining 10 c h i l d r e n i n t o 

n e u r o t i c or a n t i - s o c i a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s was c a l c u l a t e d f o r each o f the 

t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups, permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t o r no absence and 

may be found i n Table 6.4. 

Table 6.4 

The i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r e x h i b i t e d by 

c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s i n each o f the thr e e 

f a t h e r absence groups, as measured by the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Groxip 

Neurotic 2 1 1 

/ ^ t i - s o c i a l 2 4 0 

T o t a l number o f s u b j e c t s = 10 

Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s were c a r r i e d out, one between 

the permanent f a t h e r absence group and the no absence group and the 

o t h e r between the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group and the no absence group, 

No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d (£ > .025). That i s f a t h e r 

absence had no e f f e c t on the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c and a n t i 

s o c i a l d i s o r d e r . 
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( i i i ) A n a l y s i s o f i n d i v i d u a l items of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) : 

F i v e items of S c a l e A(2) were examined s e p a r a t e l y . One item r e f e r r e d 

to bed-wetting, one to s t e a l i n g and t h r e e to peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s , a l l 

of which have been r e p o r t e d to be a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence 

(Douglas, 1970; Gibson, 1969; Matthews, 1969; S t o l z , 1954; T i l l e r , 1958). 

The f i v e items were: 

I n the s e c t i o n on H e a l t h Problems 

D. Does your c h i l d wet the bed? 

I n the s e c t i o n on H a b i t s 

I I I . Does your c h i l d e v e r s t e a l t h i n g s ? 

I n the Behaviour s e c t i o n 

4. F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s , i s extremely quarrelsome 

w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

5. Not much l i k e d by o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

18. B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

The method o f a n a l y s i s was the same as t h a t used i n the examination 

of i n d i v i d u a l items o f S c a l e A(2) and B(2) i n the f i r s t study. That i s 

data was s p l i t . i n t o two groups working c l a s s and middle c l a s s and 

responses were a n a l y s e d by means o f the F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t . 

C h i l d r e n i n the permanently f a t h e r absent group were compared w i t h 

c h i l d r e n i n the no f a t h e r absence group and c h i l d r e n i n the 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y a b s e n t group were compared w i t h c h i l d r e n i n the no 

f a t h e r absence group. Two by two m a t r i c e s were c o n s t r u c t e d u s i n g 

one of the two combinations o f absence on one dimension and a response 

of yes o r no on the o t h e r . T a b l e s of the data may be found i n 
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Appendices 3.2.7 and 3.2.8. No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were obtained 

(£ > .025). T h a t i s f a t h e r absence was not a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

responses t o any of the items of S c a l e A(2) examined s e p a r a t e l y . 

A Summary o f the R e s u l t s Obtained from the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) f o r C h i l d r e n 

Aged Between F i v e and Seven Years 

1. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e of emotional and 

b e h a v i o u r a l problems as measured by the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) . 

2. Middle c l a s s boys e x h i b i t e d a hig h e r i n c i d e n c e of problems them d i d 

middle c l a s s g i r l s . Working c l a s s g i r l s e x h i b i t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e 

of problems than d i d working c l a s s boys. 

3. The number o f c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g t o t a l s c o r e s i n d i c a t i v e o f the 

presence of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r was s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r i n the 

permanent absence group than i n the no absence group. There was no 

d i f f e r e n c e between the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence groups. 

4. Fa t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c 

o r a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r , 

5. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e o f bed-wetting, poor 

peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s o r s t e a l i n g . 

(b) Examination of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

Completion by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

( i ) T o t a l s c o r e s : T o t a l s c o r e s obtained by the c h i l d r e n may be 

foiind i n Appendix 3.2.9. A summary o f these s c o r e s showing the means 
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Table 6,5 

Means and st a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s of t o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n 

aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent or no f a t h e r absence on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by Te a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Mean 4.20 2,67 6.40 

Middle 
M 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 3,35 4.62 2.51 

C l a s s 
A Number o f 

S u b j e c t s 5 3 5 

L 
Mean 3.80 10-20 5.50 

E 
g Working Standard 

D e v i a t i o n 4.44 6.80 2,38 

C l a s s Number o f 5 5 4 
S u b j e c t s 

Mean 3.40 2,00 1.50 
F 
^ Middle Standard 

D e v i a t i o n 2.41 2,00 1,73 

C l a s s 
M Number of 

•> 4 S u b j e c t s 4 

A — — — 

L Mean 4,60 5,00 1.50 

E Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 6.11 2.94 1.73 

S C l a s s Number o f • t; 4 4 
S u b j e c t s 

4 

T o t a l f o r • Mean 4,00 5.67 3.88 

a l l s u b j e c t s Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 3.97 5.56 3.04 

i n each 

absence group 
Number o f 
S u b j e c t s 20 15 17 
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and standard d e v i a t i o n s o b t a i n e d by each sub-group may be found i n 

Table 5,5. A three-way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the 

s c o r e s . The t h r e e f a c t o r s were type of f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent o r no absence; sex o f c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence -

sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were uneqxial, a n a l y s i s of unweighted 

means was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y 

i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to e x p e r i m e n t a l treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p,356). A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s may be found 

i n Table 6.6. A complete t a b l e o f the r e s x U t s of the a n a l y s i s may be 

found i n Appendix 4.2,5. 

O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t due t o type o f f a t h e r absence 

(F = < l , d . f . = 2,40, £ > .05) and t h i s f a c t o r d i d not i n t e r a c t w i t h 

the o t h e r two f a c t o r s , 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due to sex of c h i l d was obtained 

(F = 4.93, d . f . = 1, 40, £ < .025). Examination of s c o r e s i n d i c a t e d 

t h a t the i n c i d e n c e o f problems was h i g h e s t amongst males. 

Using the t a b l e of t o t a l s c o r e s found i n Appendix 3.2,9, the 

number of c h i l d r e n who ob t a i n e d t o t a l s c o r e s o f nine or more, the 

s c o r e s c o n s i d e r e d to i n d i c a t e the presence of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r 

was c a l c u l a t e d f o r each of the t h r e e absence groups, permanent, 

i n t e r m i t t e n t o r no f a t h e r absence. The number of c h i l d r e n i n each 

absence group who ob t a i n e d such a s c o r e may be found i n Table 6.7. 
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Table 6.6 

A sxammary o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e of the 

t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by T e a c h e r s : 

S c a l e B ( 2 ) , showing main e f f e c t s 

Source S.S d.f M.S. S i g n i f i c a n c e 
l e v e l 

Sex (A) 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 

Type o f F a t h e r 

Absence (C) 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 

Groups 

76.07 

37.97 

14.25 

617,66 

1 76.07 

1 37.97 

2 7,12 

40 15.44 

4.93 

2.46 

< 1 

05 

n.s 

n.s 

Table 6.7 

The ntunber of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s i n each 

of the t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups o b t a i n i n g a s c o r e o f nine o r 

more on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 

by Teachers: S c a l e B(2) 

Score 
I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 

Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

% % % 
9 or more 15' 3 20 3 5.88 1 

l e s s than 9 85 17 80 12 94.12 16 

TOTAL 100 20 100 15 100 17 
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Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s were c a r r i e d out, one comparing 

the permanent absence group and the no absence group, the other 

con5>aring the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group and the no absence group. 

No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were ob t a i n e d (£ > .025). That i s f a t h e r 

absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r as 

measured by the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 

Teachers: S c a l e B ( 2 ) . 

( i i ) N e u r o t i c i s m and A n t i - s o c i a l Behaviour S u b - s c a l e s : 

A n e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was o b t a i n e d f o r each c h i l d by summing 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on items 7, 10, 17 and 23 ('often w o r r i e d , w o r r i e s 

about many t h i n g s ' , 'often appears m i s e r a b l e , unhappy, t e a r f u l o r 

d i s t r e s s e d ' , 'tends to be f e a r f u l or a f r a i d o f new t h i n g s or new 

s i t u a t i o n s ' , 'has had t e a r s on a r r i v a l a t s c h o o l o r r e f u s e s to go 

i n t o the b u i l d i n g ' ) . S c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e 

may be found i n Appendix 3.2.10. 

An a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour sxab-scale s c o r e was o b t a i n e d f o r each 

c h i l d by summing s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on items 4, 5, 15, 19, 20 and 26-

(.'often d e s t r o y s o r damages own or o t h e r s ' property', ' f r e q u e n t l y 

f i g h t s o r i s extremely quarrelsome w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n ' , ' i s o f t e n 

d i s o b e d i e n t ' , 'often t e l l s l i e s ' , 'has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one o r more 

o c c a s i o n s i n the p a s t twelve months', ' b u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n ' ) . 

S c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e may be found i n 

Appendix 3.2.11. 

An examination of the n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour sub-

s c a l e s c o r e s was c a r r i e d out f o r c h i l d r e n who o b t a i n e d t o t a l s c o r e s 

of nine or more. R u t t e r (1967) used the n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l 
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behavioxir s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s as a means of c l a s s i f y i n g c h i l d r e n whose 

t o t a l s c o r e s were h i g h . These c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d as e x h i b i t i n g 

n e u r o t i c or a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r a c c o r d i n g to which s u b - s c a l e s c o r e 

was the h i g h e r . Such a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n was c a r r i e d out on those 

c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g t o t a l s c o r e s of nine or more i n the p r e s e n t study. 

Seven c h i l d r e n obtained such a s c o r e . One c h i l d i n the permanent 

absence group and one c h i l d i n the no absence group obtained e q u a l 

s c o r e s on the two s i a b - s c a l e s and were not i n c l u d e d . The d i s t r i b u t i o n 

o f the remaining f i v e c h i l d r e n i n t o n e u r o t i c o r a n t i - s o c i a l 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s was c a l c u l a t e d f o r each o f the t h r e e f a t h e r absence 

groi:ps, permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t or no absence and may be found i n 

Table 6.8, 

Table 6,8 

The i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r e x h i b i t e d by 

c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s i n each o f the t h r e e 

f a t h e r absence groups, a s measured by the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

... Q u e s t i p n h a i r e f o r .Completion .by T e a c h e r s : . S c a l e B(2) . . 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence .Group . Absence .Group . . , Absence Group 

Ne u r o t i c 2 2 0 

A n t i - s o c i a l 1 0 0 

T o t a l number o f s u b j e c t s = 5 
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Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s were c a r r i e d out, one comparing 

the permanent absence group and the no absence group and the o t h er 

comparing the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group and the no absence group. 

No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d (£ > .025). That i s f a t h e r 

absence had no e f f e c t on the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e o f n e u r o t i c and 

a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r , 

( i i i ) A n a l y s i s o f i n d i v i d u a l items of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

Pour items o f S c a l e B(2) were examined s e p a r a t e l y . One item r e f e r r e d 

to s t e a l i n g and t h r e e to peer r e l a t i o n s , both o f which have been 

report e d to be a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence (Etouglas, 1970; Gibson, 

1969; S t o l z , 1954; T i l l e r , 1 958). 

Items examined s e p a r a t e l y were: 

5. F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s or i s extremely quarrelsome 

w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

6. Not much l i k e d by o t h er c h i l d r e n 

7, Has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one o r more o c c a s i o n s i n 

the p a s t twelve months 

8, B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n . 

The method o f a n a l y s i s used was the same as t h a t employed i n the 

i n d i v i d u a l item a n a l y s i s of S c a l e A ( 2 ) . That i s data was s p l i t i n t o 

two groups, working c l a s s and middle c l a s s and responses were a n a l y s e d 

by means of F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s . C h i l d r e n i n the permanently 

absent group were compared w i t h c h i l d r e n i n the no f a t h e r absence group 

and c h i l d r e n i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group were compared to those 

i n the no f a t h e r absence group. Two by two m a t r i c e s were c o n s t r u c t e d 
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u s i n g one o f the two combinations on one dimension and a response o f 

yes or no on the o t h e r . T a b l e s of the data may be found i n 

Appendices 3.2.12 and 3.2.13. No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were obtained 

(£ > .025). That i s f a t h e r absence was not a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

responses t o any o f the items o f S c a l e B(2) examined s e p a r a t e l y . 

A Summary of the R e s u l t s of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Qu e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

Completion by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) f o r C h i l d r e n Aged Between F i v e 

and Seven Y e a r s 

1. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and 

b e h a v i o u r a l problems a s measured by the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r Completion by Teachers: S c a l e B ( 2 ) . 

2. Males e x h i b i t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems than d i d females. 

3. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c 

d i s o r d e r . 

4. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c 

or a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r . 

5. Father, absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e o f bed-wetting, 

poor peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s or s t e a l i n g " . 

A Comparison Between the R e s u l t s of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) and the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

A Pearson Product Moment C o r r e l a t i o n was c a r r i e d out on the 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s on the two 

s c a l e s . A c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t between the two of 0.32 was o b t a i n e d . 
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which was not s i g n i f i c a n t (£ > .05). S i x t e e n c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d 

as e x h i b i t i n g p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r on the b a s i s o f t h e i r s c o r e s on 

e i t h e r S c a l e A(2) o r S c a l e B ( 2 ) . Of these t h r e e were so c l a s s i f i e d 

on both s c a l e s , 

2. The R e s u l t s of the I n v e s t i g a t i o n of C h i l d r e n Aged Between 

E i g h t and E l e v e n Years 

(a) Examination o f the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

C o n p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

( i ) T o t a l s c o r e s : T o t a l s c o r e s obtained by the c h i l d r e n may be 

found i n Appendix 3,3.4. A summary o f these s c o r e s showing the means 

and s t a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s o b t a i n e d by each type of f a t h e r absence -

s o c i a l c l a s s - sex o f c h i l d sub-group may be found i n Table 6,9. 

A three-way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The 

t h r e e f a c t o r s of the a n a l y s i s were type o f f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence, sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence -

sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s of unweighted 

means was en^loyed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y 

i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to experimental treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p.356) . A simimary of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s showing main 

e f f e c t s may be found i n Table 6.10. There were no s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n t e r a c t i o n s . A complete t a b l e o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s may be 

found i n Appendix 4.3.4. 
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Table 6.9 

Means and st a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s o f t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n 

aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent or no f a t h e r absence on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Mean 8.80 15,67 8.40 

Middle 
M 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 3.11 2,08 8.20 

C l a s s Number of 5 . . 3. 5 
S u b j e c t s 

L 
Mean 7.40 12,20 7.60 

E 
Working 

S 
Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 5.32 6.34 2.70 

C l a s s Number of 
S u b j e c t s 5 5 5 

Mean 7.00 10.67 6.60 
F 

Middle 
E 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 3.81 9.65 3.36 

C l a s s 
M Number of 5 3 .. .. 5-

S u b j e c t s 
A 

L Mean 8.40 9,33 9.60 

E Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 4.39 3,06 3.21 

S C l a s s Number o f 5 3 5 
S u b j e c t s 3 

T o t a l f o r Mean 7.90 12.00 8.05 

a l l s u b j e c t s Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 3,96 6.13 4.64 

i n each 

absence group 
Number of 
S u b j e c t s 20 14 1 20 
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Table 6.10 

A summary of the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e of the 
t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 
on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f or Completion by P a r e n t s : 

S c a l e A ( 2 ) , showing main e f f e c t s 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F S i g n i f i c a n c e 
l e v e l 

Sex (A) 25,60 1 25.60 < 1 n, s, 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 2.41 1 2.41 < 1 n, s. 

Type of F a t h e r 
182.32 2 91.15 3.50 .05 

Absence (C) 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
1092.80 42 26.02 

groups 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due to type of f a t h e r absence was 

obtained (F = 3.50, d.f. = 2,42, £ < .05). An examination of the mean 

s c o r e s shown i n Table 6.11 r e v e a l e d t h a t the mean sc o r e obtained by 

the permanent f a t h e r absence group was higher than the mean s c o r e s 

obtained by the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence groups, A comparison was 

made between the mean obtained by the permanent absence group and the 

means of the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence groups. A s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t 

was obtained (F = 7.00, d.f. = 1,42, £ < .025). That i s the i n c i d e n c e 

of b e h a v i o u r a l and emotional problems was s i g n i f i c a n t l y higher i n the 

permanent f a t h e r absence group compared to the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no 

absence groups, 
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Using the t a b l e o f t o t a l s c o r e s found i n Appendix 3.3.4, the 

number of c h i l d r e n who ob t a i n e d t o t a l s c o r e s o f 13 or more, the s c o r e 

considered to i n d i c a t e the presence of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r ( R u t t e r , 

T i z a r d & Whitinore, 1970), was c a l c u l a t e d f o r each of the three absence 

groups, i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent and no absence. The number of c h i l d r e n 

i n each absence group o b t a i n i n g such a sc o r e may be found i n Table 6.11 

Table 6.11 

The number of c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and eleven y e a r s i n each 

of the f a t h e r absence groups o b t a i n i n g a s c o r e of t h i r t e e n or more on 

the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 

by P a r e n t s : .Scale .A{2) 

g^^^^ I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 
% % % 

13 or more 15 3 40 6 10 :2 

L e s s than 13 85 17 60 8 90 18 

TOTAL 100 20 100 14 100 20 

As the expected f r e q u e n c i e s i n two of the s i x c e l l s were l e s s than 

f i v e a c h i - s q u a r e d t e s t was not a p p r o p r i a t e . T h e r e f o r e two F i s h e r 

E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s were c a r r i e d out on the data, one comparing 

the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence groups and the other comparing the 

permanent and no absence groups. No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were ob t a i n e d 

(£ > .025) t h a t i s , f a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e of 

p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r . 
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( i i ) N e u r o t i c i s m and A n t i - s o c i a l Behaviour Sub-Scales: 

A n e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was obtained f o r each c h i l d by summing 

s c o r e s obtained on items C, G, V, 6 and 15 ( ' s u f f e r s from asthma', 

'had t e a r s on a r r i v a l a t s c h o o l or r e f u s e d to go i n t o the b u i l d i n g ' , 

'does he/she have any s l e e p i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s ? ' , 'often worried, w o r r i e s 

about many t h i n g s ' , 'tends to be f e a r f u l or a f r a i d of new t h i n g s or new 

s i t u a t i o n s ' ) . S c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e may be 

found i n Appendix 3.3.5. 

An a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was o b t a i n e d f o r each 

c h i l d by summing s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on items I I I , 3, 13, 17 and 18 ('does 

he/she ev e r s t e a l t h i n g s ? ' , 'often d e s t r o y s own o r o t h e r s ' property', 

.'i s o f t e n d i s o b e d i e n t * , 'often t e l l s l i e s ' , ' b u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n ' ) . 

S c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e may be found i n 

Appendix 3.3.6. 

An examination of the n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour sub-

s c a l e s c o r e s was c a r r i e d out f o r c h i l d r e n who o b t a i n e d t o t a l s c o r e s of 

13 or more. R u t t e r , T i z a r d and Whitmore (1970) used the n e u r o t i c and 

a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s as a means o f c l a s s i f y i n g 

c h i l d r e n whose t o t a l s c o r e s were h i g h . These c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d 

a s e x h i b i t i n g n e u r o t i c or a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r s a c c o r d i n g to which 

s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was the h i g h e r . Such a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n was c a r r i e d 

out on those c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g t o t a l s c o r e s o f 13 or more i n the 

p r e s e n t study. E l e v e n c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d such a s c o r e . The 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of these c h i l d r e n i n t o n e u r o t i c o r a n t i - s o c i a l 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s was computed f o r each of the t h r e e f a t h e r absence 

groups, permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t or no absence and may be found i n 

Table 6,12-
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Table 6.12 

The i n c i d e n c e o f n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r e x h i b i t e d by 

c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s i n each o f the t h r e e 

f a t h e r absence groups, as measured by the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Neur o t i c 2 5 2 

A n t i - s o c i a l 1 1 0 

T o t a l number of s u b j e c t s = 11 

Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s were c a r r i e d out, one between 

the permanent f a t h e r absence group and the no absence group and the 

ot h e r between the i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence group and the no 

absence group. No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were obtained (£ > .025), 

That i s f a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e of 

n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r . 

( i i i ) A n a l y s i s o f i n d i v i d u a l items o f the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) : 

F i v e items of S c a l e A(2) were examined s e p a r a t e l y . One item r e f e r r e d 

to bed-wetting, one t o s t e a l i n g and t h r e e to peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s , a l l 

o f which have been r e p o r t e d to be a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence 

(Douglas, 1970; Gibson, 1969; Matthews, 1969; S t o l z , 1954; T i l l e r , 

1958). 
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The f i v e items were: 

I n the s e c t i o n on Health Problems 

D. Does your c h i l d wet the bed? 

In the s e c t i o n on H a b i t s 

I I I . Does your c h i l d e v e r s t e a l t h i n g s ? 

I n the Behaviour s e c t i o n 

4. F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s , i s extremely quarrelsome 

w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

5. Not much l i k e d by other c h i l d r e n 

18. B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

The method of a n a l y s i s was the same as t h a t used i n the examination 

o f i n d i v i d u a l items o f S c a l e A(2) and B(2) i n the f i r s t s t udy. That i s 

data was s p l i t i n t o two groups working c l a s s and middle c l a s s and 

responses were a n a l y s e d by means o f the F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t . 

C h i l d r e n i n the permanently f a t h e r absent group were compared w i t h 

c h i l d r e n i n the no f a t h e r absence group and c h i l d r e n i n the 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent group were compared w i t h c h i l d r e n i n the no 

f a t h e r absence group. Two by two m a t r i c e s were c o n s t r u c t e d u s i n g one 

o f the two combinations o f absence on one dimension and a response o f 

yes or no on the o t h e r . T a b l e s of the data may be found i n Appendices 

3.3,7 and 3.3.8, No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were ob t a i n e d {£ > .025). 

That i s f a t h e r absence was not a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t responses to 

any of the items o f S c a l e A(2) examined s e p a r a t e l y . 
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A Summary o f the R e s u l t s Obtained from the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o i r ^ l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : ' S c a l e A(2) f o r C h i l d r e n 

Aged Between E i g h t and E l e v e n Years 

1. The i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems was 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r i n the permanent f a t h e r absence group than i n the 

i n t e r m i t t e n t and no f a t h e r absence groups. 

2. There was no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e between the permanent and no 

f a t h e r absence groups nor between the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no f a t h e r absence 

groups i n the number o f c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g a t o t a l s c o r e i n d i c a t i v e 

of the presence of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r . 

3. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c 

or a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r . 

4. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e of bed-wetting, poor 

peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s or s t e a l i n g . 

(b) Examination of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

Completion by Te a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

( i ) T o t a l s c o r e s : T o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by the c h i l d r e n may be 

found i n Appendix 3.3.9. A summary o f th e s e s c o r e s showing the means 

and standard d e v i a t i o n s obtained by each sub-group may be found i n 

Table 6.13. A three-way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the 

s c o r e s . The t h r e e f a c t o r s were type o f f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence; sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the father^absence -

sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s o f unweighted 

means was en^loyed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y 
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T a b l e 6.13 

Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s o f t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n 

aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent o r no f a t h e r absence on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group , Absence Group 

Mean 4.80 11.67 1.80 

Middle 
M 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 5.76 3.21 1,64 

C l a s s 
A Number o f 5 3 5 

L 
Mean 0.0 3.40 5.40 

E 
g Working Standard 

D e v i a t i o n 0.0 3.44 4.56 

C l a s s Number of 5 . 5 5 5 . 

F Mean 3.00 3.67 3.20 

E Middle Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 4.24 4.73 2,86 

M C l a s s Number of 5 3 5 
S u b j e c t s 

A 

L Mean 0.20 6,67 1.80 

E Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 0.45 5,13 2.05 

S 
Number of 3 . , 5 
.Subjects.• J .Subjects.• 

T o t a l f o r Mean 2.00 5.93 3,05 

a l l s u b j e c t s Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 3.88 4,91 3.14 

i n each 

absence group 
Number of 
S u b j e c t s 20 14 20 
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i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to experimental treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p.356). A summary of the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s may be 

found i n Table 6.14. A complete t a b l e of the r e s x i l t s of the a n a l y s i s 

may be found i n Appendix 4.3.5. 

Table 6.14 

A summary o f the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e of the 

t o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Con:¥)letion by T e a c h e r s : 

. . S c a l e .B(2), showing main e f f e c t s .arid s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s , . 

Source S.S. d . f . M.S 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 
. . l e v e l . 

Sex (A) 26.00 1 26.00 2.12 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 40.64 1 40.64 3.14 n.s. 

176.69 2 88.35 7.21 ,01 
Type of F a t h e r 

Absence (C) 

A X B X C 142.69 2 71,34 5.83 .01 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 

Groups 
514.40 42 12,25 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due t o type o f f a t h e r absence was 

obtained (F = 7.21, d.f. = 2,42, p < . 0 1 ) . F a t h e r absence was a l s o 

found to i n t e r a c t w i t h s o c i a l c l a s s and s e x o f c h i l d (F = 5,83, 

d-f. = 2,42, £ < .025). T h i s i n t e r a c t i o n was examined u s i n g an 

c u i a l y s i s of s i n ^ j l e main e f f e c t s o f f a t h e r absence f o r each combination 
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of l e v e l s o f the sex and s o c i a l c l a s s f a c t o r s . The r e s u l t s of t h i s 

a n a l y s i s a r e shown i n Table 6,15, S i g n i f i c a n t simple main e f f e c t s 

were obtained f o r middle c l a s s boys (F = 8,95, d.f. = 2,42, £ < .01) 

and f o r working c l a s s g i r l s (F = 3,97, d , f . = 2,42, £ < .05). 

Table 6.15 

The r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s of type of 

f a t h e r absence on the t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n aged 

between f i v e and seven y e a r s on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by Teachers: . S c a l e .B(2) . . 

, ' S i g n i f i c a n c e Source S.S. d . f . M.S. F ^ l e v e l 

Type of Absence,. 

Middle C l a s s Boys 

Type o f Absence, 

Wor)cing C l a s s Boys 

Type of Absence, 

Middle C l a s s G i r l s 

Type of Absence, 

Working C l a s s G i r l s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 

• Groups 

219.32 2 109.66 8.95 .01 

63.89 2 31.95 2.61 n.s 

1.00 2 0.50 < 1 n.s 

97.25 2 48.63 3.97 .05 

514,40 42 12.25 
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Examination o f the mean s c o r e s shown i n Table 6,13 r e v e a l e d t h a t 

middle c l a s s boys e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence obtained the 

h i g h e s t mean s c o r e and those e x p e r i e n c i n g no f a t h e r absence o b t a i n e d 

the lowest. Comparisons were made between the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence 

and no absence groups together and the permanent absence group, 

A s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was ob t a i n e d (F = 14,45, d.f. = 1,42, £ < .01) 

A f i i r t h e r comparison was made between the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence 

g r o i n s . The r e s u l t was not s i g n i f i c a n t (F = 1,58, d,f. = 1,42, £ > ,05) 

That i s , i n the c a s e o f middle c l a s s boys, those i n the permanent f a t h e r 

absence group o b t a i n e d h i g h e r t o t a l s c o r e s on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by Teachers: S c a l e B ( 2 ) , than d i d the 

i n t e r m i t t e n t and no f a t h e r absence groups. 

Examination o f the mean s c o r e s shown i n Table 6.13 r e v e a l e d t h a t 

the mean s c o r e o b t a i n e d by working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were 

permanently absent was h i g h e r than the mean s c o r e s obtained by 

working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y or not abs e n t . 

Comparisons were made between the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence groups 

together and the permanent absence group. A s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was 

obtained (F = 7,49, d,f. = 1,42, £ < .01). A f u r t h e r comparison was 

made between the i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence group and the no f a t h e r 

absence group. The r e s u l t was not s i g n i f i c a n t (F = 0.45, d.f, = 1,42, 

£ > .05). That i s , i n the case o f working c l a s s g i r l s those i n the 

permanent f a t h e r absence group obtained h i g h e r t o t a l s c o r e s on the 

C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o n ^ l e t i o n by Teachers: 

S c a l e B ( 2 ) , than d i d the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no f a t h e r absence groups. 
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Using the t a b l e o f t o t a l s c o r e s found i n Appendix 3.3.9, the 

number of c h i l d r e n who obtained t o t a l s c o r e s o f nine or more, the 

sco r e c o n s i d e r e d t o i n d i c a t e the presence of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r 

( R u t t e r , 1967) was c a l c u l a t e d f o r each o f the t h r e e absence groups, 

permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t or no f a t h e r absence. The number o f c h i l d r e n 

i n each absence group who obtained such a s c o r e may be found i n 

Table 6,16, 

Tab l e 6.16 

The number of c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s i n each 

of the t h r e e f a t h e r absence groups o b t a i n i n g a s c o r e of nine or 

more on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o n ^ l e t i o n 

by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 
I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 

Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 
% % % 

9 o r more 15 3 40 4 5 1 

l e s s than 9 85 17 60 10 95 19 

TOTAL 100 20 100 14 100 20 

Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s were c a r r i e d out, one 

comparing t h e permanent absence group w i t h t h e no absence group and 

the other comparing the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group w i t h the no absence 

group. No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d (£ > .025). That i s , 

f a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r . 
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( i i ) N e u r o t i c i s m and A n t i - s o c i a l Behaviour S u b - s c a l e s : 

A n e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was obtained f o r each c h i l d by summing 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on items 7, 10, 17 and 23 ('often w o r r i e d , w o r r i e s 

about many t h i n g s ' , 'often appears m i s e r a b l e , unhappy, t e a r f u l or 

d i s t r e s s e d ' , 'tends to be f e a r f u l or a f r a i d of new t h i n g s or new 

s i t u a t i o n s ' , 'has had t e a r s on a r r i v a l a t s c h o o l or r e f u s e s to go 

i n t o the b u i l d i n g ' ) . S c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e 

may be found i n Appendix 3.3.10, 

An a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was obtained f o r each 

c h i l d by summing s c o r e s o b t a i n e d on items 4, 5, 15, 19, 20 and 26 

{.'often d e s t r o y s or damages own o r o t h e r s ' property', ' f r e q u e n t l y 

f i g h t s or i s extremely quarrelsome w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n * , ' i s o f t e n 

d i s o b e d i e n t ' , 'often t e l l s l i e s ' , 'has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one or more 

o c c a s i o n s i n the p a s t 12 months', ' b u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n ' ) . S c o r e s 

obtained by c h i l d r e n on t h i s s u b - s c a l e may be found i n Appendix 3,3,11 

An examination of the n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour sub-

s c a l e s c o r e s was c a r r i e d out f o r c h i l d r e n who obtained t o t a l s c o r e s 

of nine o r more, R u t t e r (1967) used the n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l 

behaviour s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s as a means of c l a s s i f y i n g c h i l d r e n whose 

t o t a l s c o r e s were h i g h . These c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d a s e x h i b i t i n g 

n e u r o t i c o r a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r a c c o r d i n g to which s u b - s c a l e score 

was the h i g h e r . Such a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n was c a r r i e d out on those 

c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g t o t a l s c o r e s o f nine or more i n the p r e s e n t study. 

E i g h t c h i l d r e n obtained such a s c o r e . One c h i l d i n the permanent 

absence group ob t a i n e d equal s c o r e s on the two s u b - s c a l e s and were 

not i n c l u d e d . The d i s t r i b u t i o n of the remaining seven c h i l d r e n i n t o 
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n e u r o t i c o r a n t i - s o c i a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s was c a l c u l a t e d f o r each o f 

the three f a t h e r absence groups, permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t or no 

absence, and may be found i n Table 6.17 

Ta b l e 6.17 

The i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r e x h i b i t e d by 

c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s i n each o f the t h r e e 

f a t h e r absence groups, as measured by the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Qu e s t i o n n a i r e .for Completion by T e a c h e r s : . S c a l e .B(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
.Absence Group . . Absence .Group . . . Absence Group 

Neurotic 3 2 0 

A n t i - s o c i a l O i l 

T o t a l number of s u b j e c t s = 7 

Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s were c a r r i e d out, one between 

the permanent absence group and the no absence group and one between 

the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group and the no absence group. No 

s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d (£ > .025). That i s f a t h e r absence 

had no e f f e c t on the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l 

d i s o r d e r . 

( i i i ) A n a l y s i s of i n d i v i d u a l items of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by Teachers: S c a l e B ( 2 ) : 

Four items of S c a l e B(2) were examined s e p a r a t e l y . One item r e f e r r e d 

to s t e a l i n g and t h r e e to peer r e l a t i o n s , both of which have been 
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r e p o r t e d to be a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence (Douglas, 1970, Gibson, 

1969, S t o l z , 1954, T i l l e r , 1958). 

Items examined s e p a r a t e l y were: 

5. F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s or i s extremely quarrelsome 

w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

6. Not much l i k e d by o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

7. Has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one o r more o c c a s i o n s i n 

the p a s t twelve months 

8. B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n . 

The method o f a n a l y s i s used was the same as t h a t employed i n the 

i n d i v i d u a l item a n a l y s i s o f S c a l e A ( 2 ) . That i s data was s p l i t i n t o 

two groups, working c l a s s and middle c l a s s and responses were 

a n a l y s e d by means of F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s , C h i l d r e n i n the 

permanently absent group were compared w i t h c h i l d r e n i n the no f a t h e r 

absence group and c h i l d r e n i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group were 

compared to those i n the no f a t h e r absence group. Two by two m a t r i c e s 

were c o n s t r u c t e d u s i n g one of the two combinations on one dimension and 

a response o f yes o r no on the o t h e r . T a b l e s o f the data may be found i n 

Appendices 3,3,12 and 3.3.13. No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were obta i n e d . 

(£ > .025), That i s f a t h e r absence was not a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

responses t o any of the Items of S b a l e B(2) examined s e p a r a t e l y . 

A Summary o f the R e s u l t s Obtained from the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) f o r C h i l d r e n Aged 

Between E i g h t and E l e v e n Y e a r s 

1, Middle c l a s s boys e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence e x h i b i t e d 

a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems than d i d 
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middle c l a s s boys e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t o r no f a t h e r absence, 

2. Working c l a s s g i r l s e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence e x h i b i t e d 

a higher i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems than d i d 

working c l a s s g i r l s e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t or no f a t h e r absence. 

3. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c 

d i s o r d e r , 

4. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c 

and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r . 

5. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e of s t e a l i n g or poor 

peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 

(c) A Comparison between the R e s u l t s o f the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) and 

the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 

by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

A Pearson Product Moment C o r r e l a t i o n was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s 

obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s on the two s c a l e s , 

A c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t o f 0,40 was obtained, which was not 

s i g n i f i c a n t {£ > ,05) , F i f t e e n c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d as e x h i b i t i n g 

p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r on the b a s i s o f t h e i r s c o r e s on e i t h e r s c a l e . 

Of these f o u r were so c l a s s i f i e d on both S c a l e A(2) and B ( 2 ) . 

A D i s c u s s i o n of the R e s u l t s of the I n v e s t i g a t i o n o f Emotional and 

B e h a v i o u r a l Problems 

F a t h e r absence has been c i t e d a s an i i r p o r t a n t determinant of 

problem behaviour i n c h i l d r e n ( B i l l e r , 1971, 1974). However a review 
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of the r e s e a r c h which has i n v e s t i g a t e d f a t h e r absence r e v e a l e d t h a t 

most of the f i n d i n g s put forward i n support of t h i s p r o p o s i t i o n have 

been obtained from c h i l d r e n l i v i n g a p a r t from t h e i r f a t h e r s as 

a r e s u l t o f p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e . S t u d i e s e x i s t which p o i n t to a l i n k 

between absence of the f a t h e r and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour (Douglas, 1970; 

R u s s e l l , 1957; Santrock, 1975; Tuckman & Regan, 1966; Wardle, 1961), 

a n x i e t y (Koch, 1961), d e p r e s s i o n (Caplan & Douglas, 1969) and emotional 

maladjustment (Lecorgne & Laosa, 1976). 

I n the i n t r o d u c t i o n t o the p r e s e n t study i t was p r e d i c t e d t h a t 

the reason f o r the absence of the f a t h e r would be an important f a c t o r 

i n determining the e f f e c t on the c h i l d . I t was suggested t h a t absence 

of the f a t h e r r e s u l t i n g from p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e would be more l i k e l y t o 

have a d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t on the c h i l d than would absence r e s u l t i n g 

from the demands of the f a t h e r ' s o c c u p a t i o n . 

I n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r does have i t s d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

S t u d i e s o f wives of servicemen have r e p o r t e d problems of l o n e l i n e s s 

and resentment ( D u v a l l , 1945), d e p r e s s i o n (Matthews, 1969), d i s c i p l i n e 

problems w i t h c h i l d r e n and problems a s s o c i a t e d w i t h adjustment t o the 

f a t h e r ' s r e t u r n (Matthews, 1969). A l s o , w h i l s t the number of s t u d i e s 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g the e f f e c t s o f i n t e r m i t t e n t o r temporary absence of the 

f a t h e r i s s m a l l , t h e r e i s some evidence t h a t such absence does a f f e c t 

the c h i l d (Bach, 1946; Matthews, 1969; S t o l z , 1954). 

The problems e x p e r i e n c e d by f a m i l i e s i n which the pa r e n t s a r e 

divorced a r e p o t e n t i a l l y much g r e a t e r . D i v o r c e i s u s u a l l y preceded 

by c o n f l i c t , which may not on l y be d i f f i c u l t f o r the f a m i l y w h i l s t 

i t i s happening, but may a l s o have a long term e f f e c t on the 
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p a r t i c i p a n t s (Marsden, 1969). A f t e r the d i v o r c e not only a r e t h e r e 

emotional d i f f i c u l t i e s such as d e p r e s s i o n and f e e l i n g s of g u i l t 

e x p e r i e n c e d by the wives ( C a r t e r & C l i c k , 1970; Marsden, 1969), 

f r e q u e n t l y t h e r e a r e economic and o t h e r p r a c t i c a l problems to be faced 

(Brandwein e t a l , 1974; F i n e r , 1974; Marsden, 1969; Wynn, 1964). 

The r e s u l t s o f the study r e p o r t e d above provide no evidence f o r 

an a s s o c i a t i o n between i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r a r i s i n g 

from the demands of h i s job and the i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e of emotional 

and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n h i s c h i l d . No d i f f e r e n c e s were found i n 

the i n c i d e n c e o f such problems when c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were i n the 

Royal Navy and t h e r e f o r e absent i n t e r m i t t e n t l y were compared w i t h 

c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were not absent. T h i s was the case w i t h 

c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s and w i t h c h i l d r e n aged between 

8 and 11 y e a r s . 

T h i s f i n d i n g i s i n c o n f l i c t w i t h those obtained from o t h e r 

s t u d i e s of temporary o r i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r . However, 

when these e a r l i e r s t u d i e s are examined the r e a s o n s f o r the 

diagreement between the r e s u l t s become apparent. S t u d i e s of c h i l d r e n 

whose f a t h e r s were absent because of war s e r v i c e (Bach, 1946; S t o l z , 

1954) d i f f e r from the p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n . When men are absent 

during wartime t h e i r wives might be concerned eibout t h e i r s a f e t y and 

t h i s concern would make the absence a more s t r e s s f u l e x perience than 

i f i t were simply p a r t of the r o u t i n e o f the man's occupation. A l s o , 

i n many i n s t a n c e s absence d u r i n g wartime meant prolonged absence 

c o n t i n u i n g throughout the w i v e s ' p r e g n a n c i e s , the b i r t h s of the 

c h i l d r e n and t h e i r e a r l y c h i l d h o o d . As S t o l z (1954) has p o i n t e d out. 
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problems t h a t the f a t h e r s and c h i l d r e n had i n a d j u s t i n g to each o t h e r 

were more s i g n i f i c a n t than the absence o f the f a t h e r s i n the c h i l d r e n ' s 

e a r l i e r y e a r s . A study by Matthews (1969) d i d con5>are c h i l d r e n whose 

f a t h e r s were peacetime members of the Royal Navy w i t h c h i l d r e n whose 

f a t h e r s were not. However h i s sample was s e l e c t e d from c h i l d r e n 

r e f e r r e d to a c h i l d guidance c l i n i c w h i l s t i n the p r e s e n t study the 

saii?)le was s e l e c t e d from a more g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n . I t would appear 

t h e r e f o r e t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e s between c h i l d r e n a l r e a d y diagnosed as 

having some emotional or b e h a v i o u r a l d i s o r d e r d i d not r e f l e c t 

d i f f e r e n c e s p r e s e n t i n a more g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n . 

W h i l s t i n the p r e s e n t study no evidence was found f o r a l i n k 

between i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r and an i n c r e a s e i n the 

i n c i d e n c e of behaviour problems i n c h i l d r e n , t h e r e was an i n d i c a t i o n 

i n the f i r s t study of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s t h a t such 

an e f f e c t might e x i s t . Working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were i n 

the Royal Navy were repor t e d by t h e i r mothers to e x h i b i t more emotional 

and b e h a v i o u r a l problems than d i d working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s 

were never away. I t was s t a t e d , when the r e s u l t s o f the f i r s t 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n were d i s c u s s e d i n Chapter Three, t h a t t h i s f i n d i n g was 

unexpected. I n e a r l i e r s t u d i e s i t was boys who were found to be 

a f f e c t e d by temporary or i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r (Bach, 

1946; S t o l z , 1954). A l s o the r e s u l t was o b t a i n e d from data from o n l y 

f i v e working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away. 

Ther e f o r e r e p l i c a t i o n was n e c e s s a r y before i t c o u l d be a s c e r t a i n e d 

t h a t i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r c o n s i s t e n t l y a f f e c t e d working 

c l a s s g i r l s . The f a i l u r e to r e p l i c a t e the f i n d i n g e i t h e r i n the c a s e 
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o f a second group of g i r l s aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s or i n g i r l s 

aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s i n d i c a t e d t h a t no such c o n s i s t e n t e f f e c t 

c o u l d be demonstrated. I t c o u l d o n l y be concluded t h a t the i n i t i a l 

f i n d i n g was not i n d i c a t i v e of the e f f e c t of i n t e r m i t t e n t absence 

on working c l a s s g i r l s but was due t o some chance f a c t o r . 

Thus no evidence was produced from the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of emotional 

and b e h a v i o u r a l problems t h a t i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r 

r e s u l t e d i n a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f these problems than were e x h i b i t e d 

by c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s had never been away. A l s o when the i n c i d e n c e 

of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r was examined no d i f f e r e n c e s were found between 

th e s e two groups o f c h i l d r e n . The i n c i d e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r i n 

both samples of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s and the sample o f 

c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s was always h i g h e s t i n the c h i l d r e n 

of d i v o r c e d p a r e n t s . T h i s was so, both i n the case o f mothers'and o f 

t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s . The t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e r e was 

l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e i n the i n c i d e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r e x h i b i t e d 

by the n a v a l and non-naval c h i l d r e n . However, w h i l s t the i n c i d e n c e of 

d i s o r d e r i n these two groups a s i n d i c a t e d by the r e p o r t s of the mothers, 

was a l s o not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t , i n the two samples of c h i l d r e n 

aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s the i n c i d e n c e of d i s o r d e r i n the n a v a l 

sample was h i g h e r than t h a t i n the g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n , R u t t e r and 

Madge (1976) r e p o r t t h a t the i n c i d e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r found 

i n c h i l d r e n i n the g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n i s between 5% and 10%. I n the 

f i r s t study of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 35% of n a v a l 

c h i l d r e n and 11% of non-naval c h i l d r e n appeared to e x h i b i t problems 

s e v e r e enough to i n d i c a t e d i s o r d e r , w h i l s t i n the second sample o f 

256 



c h i l d r e n of the same age the f i g u r e s were 25% compared to 6%. I n the 

c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s the t r e n d was not so marked. 

Here the f i g u r e s were 15% and 10%, 

These r e s u l t s i n d i c a t e t h a t w h i l e the d i f f e r e n c e between the n a v a l 

and non-naval c h i l d r e n i n the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r they 

e x h i b i t e d was not s i g n i f i c a n t , i n both samples of c h i l d r e n aged between 

5 and 7 y e a r s the i n c i d e n c e observed i n the n a v a l c h i l d r e n was much 

high e r than t h a t i n the g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n . Examination of a l a r g e r 

sample of na v a l c h i l d r e n would be n e c e s s a r y to e s t a b l i s h whether the 

i n c i d e n c e of d i s o r d e r i s h i g h e r i n n a v a l , r a t h e r than non-naval c h i l d r e n 

I n the f i r s t i n v e s t i g a t i o n r e p o r t e d i n C h a p t e r s i v o and Three, 

permanent absence o f the f a t h e r was found t o be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h an 

i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e o f problems i n mothers' r e p o r t s of working c l a s s 

g i r l s and t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s of middle c l a s s boys. Also w h i l s t the 

d i f f e r e n c e i n i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r between the t h r e e groups 

was not s i g n i f i c a n t , a t r e n d was observed i n both mothers' and t e a c h e r s ' 

r e p o r t s i n d i c a t i n g a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e i n c h i l d r e n of d i v o r c e d p a r e n t s . 

I t was p r e d i c t e d t h a t the e f f e c t s o f permanent f a t h e r absence would 

appear more c o n s i s t e n t l y amongst an o l d e r group of c h i l d r e n aged 

between 8 and 11 y e a r s . 

T h i s p r e d i c t i o n was confirmed by the r e s u l t s o f the second s t u d y . 

Permanent absence o f the f a t h e r r e s u l t i n g from p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e was 

found to be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and 

b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n c h i l d r e n . C h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 

and c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s were found to be a f f e c t e d . 

However, the e f f e c t s were more c o n s i s t e n t l y found i n the o l d e r 

c h i l d r e n - Amongst the o l d e r age l e v e l , mothers of c h i l d r e n o f both 
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s e x e s and of both middle and working c l a s s e s whose f a t h e r s were 

permanently absent r e p o r t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems. Teachers 

reported t h a t middle c l a s s boys and working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s 

were permanently away e x h i b i t e d a g r e a t e r nximber of problems than d i d 

c h i l d r e n of the same sex and s o c i a l c l a s s whose f a t h e r s were away 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y or not away a t a l l . I n a d d i t i o n , w h i l s t no s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i f f e r e n c e s were found between the t h r e e absence groups the t r e n d 

v i s i b l e i n the other two samples was p r e s e n t . The i n c i d e n c e o f 

p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r i n d i c a t e d from t e a c h e r s ' and p a r e n t s ' r e p o r t s was 

h i g h e s t i n the c h i l d r e n o f d i v o r c e d p a r e n t s . 

I n the second study of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s no 

d i f f e r e n c e s were found between the c h i l d r e n i n the o v e r a l l i n c i d e n c e 

of behaviour and emotional problems r e p o r t e d by mothers o r t e a c h e r s . 

A d i f f e r e n c e was found, however, i n mothers' r e p o r t s of problems 

numerous enough to be i n d i c a t i v e of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r . More c h i l d r e n 

whose f a t h e r s were absent permanently e x h i b i t e d p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r 

compared to those whose f a t h e r s were away i n t e r m i t t e n t l y o r not away 

a t a l l . 

F i n d i n g s about c h i l d r e n o f a p a r t i c u l a r s e x and s o c i a l c l a s s a r e 

f a r l e s s c o n s i s t e n t and c a u t i o n must be e x e r c i s e d i n making an attempt 

to g e n e r a l i s e from the s m a l l nvimbers of c h i l d r e n who made up the 

i n d i v i d u a l sex - s o c i a l c l a s s - type of absence sub-groups. However 

some i n d i c a t i o n s may be d e t e c t e d from the s c o r e s obtained on the 

C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s f o r Completion by Parents and 

Teachers. I n o r d e r t o supplement f i n d i n g s obtained from i n d i v i d u a l 

Scunples the data from a l l t h r e e samples of c h i l d r e n were pooled 
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together and the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r as i n d i c a t e d by 

p a r e n t s ' and t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s was c a l c u l a t e d . T a b l e s of these d a t a 

may be found i n Appendix 6.1,1 and 6.1,2, 

When a l l the r e s u l t s were examined together i t became c l e a r t h a t 

middle c l a s s boys and working c l a s s g i r l s appeared most a f f e c t e d by 

permanent absence of the f a t h e r . Mothers' r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t 

working c l a s s boys from the d i v o r c e d f a m i l i e s had a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f 

p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r , but t h i s was not apparent from t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s . 

I n the l a t t e r a l l working c l a s s boys r e g a r d l e s s of absence e x p e r i e n c e 

appeared to e x h i b i t a high i n c i d e n c e of problems, Davie e t a l (1972) 

a l s o r e p o r t e d t h a t working c l a s s boys were seen by t e a c h e r s as 

e x h i b i t i n g the h i g h e s t number of problems. The only group of c h i l d r e n 

who appeared not t o be a f f e c t e d by absence o f the f a t h e r was t h a t of 

middle c l a s s g i r l s . E x p l a n a t i o n s t h a t might account f o r the d i f f e r e n c e s 

found i n the d i f f e r e n t sub-groups o f c h i l d r e n w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d when 

the environment of the c h i l d r e n i s examined i n more d e t a i l i n Chapter 

Seven. 

Many p r e v i o u s s t u d i e s have l i n k e d absence of the f a t h e r r e s u l t i n g 

from p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e w i t h a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 

working c l a s s boys, and t h e s e s t u d i e s were examined i n Chapter One. 

Two measures of a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour were i n c l u d e d i n the p r e s e n t 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n . One was an examination o f the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c 

d i s o r d e r c l a s s i f i e d a s a n t i - s o c i a l and the o t h e r was an examination o f 

the i n c i d e n c e of s t e a l i n g . Absence o f the f a t h e r had no e f f e c t on 

e i t h e r of t h e s e measures. Reasons f o r the f a i l u r e to f i n d a l i n k 

between a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour and absence of the f a t h e r need to be 

examined. 
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That i t i s absence of the f a t h e r i t s e l f t h a t r e s u l t s i n a hig h e r 

i n c i d e n c e o f a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour has been questioned. Crime 

s t a t i s t i c s i n d i c a t e t h a t the p r o p o r t i o n of d e l i n q u e n t s i s h i g h e s t i n 

the lowest socioeconomic s t a t u s groups (Douglas, 1970; Herzog & Sudia, 

1970). T h e r e f o r e i t i s n e c e s s a r y , when i n v e s t i g a t i n g the a s s o c i a t i o n 

between f a t h e r absence and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour and delinquency, t o 

ensure t h a t the c o n t r o l group i s o f e q u i v a l e n t socioeconomic s t a t u s . 

However, Herzog and Sudia (1970) p o i n t out t h a t such matching i s 

d i f f i c u l t to a c h i e v e . For example, i n s t u d i e s of delinquency 

i n f o r m a t i o n about d e l i n q u e n t s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s may be obtained from 

the c o u r t s . C o n t r o l groups must f i r s t be persuaded to cooperate and 

then t o g i v e a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n . F a m i l i e s who a r e most s e v e r e l y 

disadvantaged a r e l e a s t l i ) c e l y t o cooperate. Therefore c o n t r o l groups 

may come from the more prosperous s e c t i o n of the working c l a s s and not 

from the lowest s t a t u s groups where t he i n c i d e n c e o f delinquency i s 

h i g h e s t . As the i n c i d e n c e of permanent f a t h e r absence due to d i v o r c e 

or s e p a r a t i o n i s h i g h e s t amongst t h e s e people, then the a s s o c i a t i o n 

between f a t h e r absence and de l i n q u e n c y may be made, when, i n f a c t i t 

i s socioeconomic s t a t u s which i s the most important f a c t o r . The 

f a i l u r e t o f i n d d i f f e r e n c e s i n a n t i - s o c i a l behavioxor a t t r i b u t a b l e t o 

f a t h e r absence may, i n p a r t be due t o the more adequate s o c i a l c l a s s 

matching o f the s a n ^ j l e s . 

Environmental v a r i a b l e s , o t h e r than the absence i t s e l f , but which 

may accoii5>any o r precede f a t h e r absence have a l s o been r e p o r t e d a s 

r e l e v a n t . For example R u t t e r (1971) p r o v i d e s evidence t h a t c o n f l i c t 

i n the home i s a more important determinant of a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour 
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than i s absence of the f a t h e r . S t u d i e s e x i s t which demonstrate t h a t 

even when the home i s not broken, p a r e n t a l d i s c o r d i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour ( C r a i g & C l i c k , 1965; McCord & McCord, 1959; 

T a i t & Hodges, 1962). Both McCord, McCord and Thurber (1962) and R u t t e r 

(1971) found t h a t the i n c i d e n c e of a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour was h i g h e r i n 

unhappy unbroken homes than i n s t a b l e broken ones. F u r t h e r evidence 

supporting the h y p o t h e s i s t h a t c o n f l i c t i s more important than absence 

i t s e l f comes from s t u d i e s which have foxand t h a t the i n c i d e n c e o f a n t i 

s o c i a l behaviour i n c r e a s e s the l a t e r the marriage break o c c u r r e d 

(Anderson, 1968; McCord, McCord & Thurber, 1962) , The r e s u l t s o f t h i s 

study too might be e x p l a i n e d i n t h i s way. A l l c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s 

had been absent permanently had been without them s i n c e b e f o r e the age 

o f 5 y e a r s . Thus they had not been exposed to m a r i t a l c o n f l i c t f o r 

amounts of time ranging from 1 to 5 y e a r s . 

One f i n a l p o i n t t h a t must be made i s t h a t even i n the 8 to 11 y e a r 

o l d age group the c h i l d r e n might have been too young f o r a n t i - s o c i a l 

behaviour s e r i o u s enough to be r e p o r t e d t o occxir. The time a t which 

delinquency r a t e s a r e h i g h e s t i s during a d o l e s c e n c e (Wolfgang, 1976). 

A f u r t h e r study of a d o l e s c e n t s of t h i s age from homes i n which the 

p a r e n t s were d i v o r c e d would be n e c e s s a r y to t e s t t h i s p o i n t . 

No evidence was found f o r a l i n k between f a t h e r absence and poor 

peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s . Evidence from p r e v i o u s s t u d i e s was c o n t r a d i c t o r y , 

some r e p o r t i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s ( S t o l z , 1954; T i l l e r , 1958) and o t h e r s not 

( S t e i n b e r g , 1974). I t has been suggested t h a t one cause o f d i f f i c u l t i e s 

i n peer r e l a t i o n s h i p s , i n t h i s c ase i n c h i l d r e n o f n a v a l f a m i l i e s may 

be t h e i r g r e a t e r g e o g r a p h i c a l m o b i l i t y (Matthews, 1969), One p a r e n t 
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f a m i l i e s too may ex p e r i e n c e frequent moves (Brandwein e t a l , 1974). 

I t could be expected t h a t one reason f o r the a s s o c i a t i o n between 

m o b i l i t y and problems i n f r i e n d s h i p s might be t h a t as they change 

s c h o o l s when they move t h e i r o p p o r t u n i t y to form s t a b l e r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

w i t h t h e i r p e e r s i s l i m i t e d . I t w i l l be shown i n the next chapter, 

t h a t no d i f f e r e n c e s e x i s t e d between the c h i l d r e n i n the number of 

sch o o l s they attended. T h i s t h e r e f o r e might be the reason f o r the 

f a i l u r e t o f i n d d i f f e r e n c e s between the c h i l d r e n i n t h e i r peer 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

One f i n a l r e s u l t to be noted was t h a t no l i n k was found between 

absence of the f a t h e r and e n u r e s i s . Matthews (1969) examining c h i l d r e n 

who had been r e f e r r e d to a c h i l d guidance c l i n i c r e p o r t e d t h a t c h i l d r e n 

from n a v a l f a m i l i e s were l e s s l i k e l y t o be e n u r e t i c than were c h i l d r e n 

from non-naval f a m i l i e s . Douglas (1970) found an i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e 

o f e n u r e s i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f a m i l y d i s r u p t i o n . The f a i l u r e to f i n d 

e i t h e r of t h e s e r e s u l t s i n the p r e s e n t study may be due i n the f i r s t 

c a s e to the f a c t t h a t Matthews* (1969) sample was s e l e c t e d from c h i l d 

guidance c l i n i c p a t i e n t s , w h i l s t i n the p r e s e n t study c h i l d r e n were 

s e l e c t e d from a more g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n . I n the second c a s e , a s 

absence o f the f a t h e r had o c c u r r e d i n the c h i l d r e n from d i v o r c e d homes 

a t l e a s t one y e a r b e f o r e the study, the e f f e c t s of t h a t d i s r u p t i o n 

may have d i s a p p e a r e d . 

Before c o n s i d e r i n g the i m p l i c a t i o n s o f these f i n d i n g s r e s u l t s 

obtained from the p r e s e n t study not co n c e r n i n g the e f f e c t s of f a t h e r 

absence w i l l be d e a l t w i t h . F i r s t l y , when the i n c i d e n c e of behaviour 

problems i n c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s was examined i t was 
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found t h a t mothers* r e p o r t s of problems v a r i e d w i t h the sex of 

c h i l d r e n and t h e i r s o c i a l c l a s s . The d i f f e r e n c e s between male and 

female middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n and male c i n d female working c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

were not l a r g e , nor were t h e r e s i g n i f i c a n t s o c i a l c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s 

between middle c l a s s and working c l a s s males nor between middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s females. However, the p a t t e r n t h a t emerged was o f 

i n t e r e s t . Mothers of middle c l a s s boys r e p o r t e d a higher i n c i d e n c e 

of problems than d i d mothers of working c l a s s boys, w h i l s t mothers 

of working c l a s s g i r l s r e p o r t e d a hi g h e r i n c i d e n c e of problems than 

d i d mothers of middle c l a s s g i r l s . When t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s were 

examined, the s o c i a l c l a s s o f the c h i l d had no e f f e c t , but boys were 

repor t e d as e x h i b i t i n g more problems than g i r l s . 

The f i n d i n g t h a t t e a c h e r s r e p o r t boys to e x h i b i t more problem 

behaviour than g i r l s may be due to the f a c t t h a t the types of problems 

experienced by the two sexes have been shown to d i f f e r . Boys are more 

l i k e l y t o e x h i b i t behaviour r e l a t e d to a g g r e s s i v e n e s s and a n t i - s o c i a l 

behaviour, w h i l s t g i r l s a r e more l i k e l y to e x h i b i t problems r e l a t i n g 

to a n x i e t y such as m i s e r a b l e n e s s , n a i l b i t i n g and poor a p p e t i t e 

(Davie e t a l , 1972; Gregory, 1965; Maccoby & J a c k l i n , 1974). I t has 

been suggested t h a t t e a c h e r s a r e more l i k e l y to n o t i c e a g g r e s s i v e 

behaviour such a s t h a t more o f t e n e x h i b i t e d by boys than they are t o 

n o t i c e symptoms o f a n x i e t y as the former would be more l i k e l y to 

d i s r u p t the classroom (Davie e t a l , 1972). 

The r e s u l t s o btained from the mothers* r e p o r t s r e q u i r e a more 

complex e x p l a n a t i o n . I t has been s t a t e d t h a t boys a r e more l i k e l y 

than g i r l s to e x h i b i t a g g r e s s i v e and a n t i - s o c i a l behaviour (Bee, 1975; 
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Davie e t a l , 1972; Gregory, 1965) . I t has a l s o been n o t i c e d t h a t 

working c l a s s mothers a r e more t o l e r a n t o f a g g r e s s i v e behaviour than 

a r e middle c l a s s mothers (Davie e t a l , 1972; Newson & Newson, 1968) 

and t h i s might e x p l a i n why the i n c i d e n c e of problems r e p o r t e d by 

working c l a s s mothers of boys was lower than t h a t r e p o r t e d by middle 

c l a s s mothers o f boys. That middle c l a s s g i r l s a r e r e p o r t e d a s 

e x h i b i t i n g fewer problems t h c i n working c l a s s g i r l s may r e f l e c t the 

f i n d i n g t h a t working c l a s s c h i l d r e n have been r e p o r t e d t o e x h i b i t 

more behaviour problems than middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n (Davie e t a l , 1972), 

However some s t u d i e s e x i s t t h a t have not demonstrated such c l a s s 

d i f f e r e n c e s (e.g. Richman, Stevenson & Graham, 1975). Another p o s s i b l e 

e x p l a n a t i o n may be t h a t working c l a s s mothers a r e more l i k e l y to 

r e p o r t the a n x i e t y symptoms most o f t e n found i n g i r l s . However no 

evidence i n support of t h i s i s a v a i l a b l e . 

When the r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d from the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r Con5)letion by P a r e n t s and the Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Conqpletion by 

Teachers f o r c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s were conpared 

a c o r r e l a t i o n c o e f f i c i e n t o f 0.32 was o b t a i n e d , which was not 

s i g n i f i c a n t . Three c h i l d r e n were found to have o b t a i n e d a s c o r e o f 

13 or more on the p a r e n t a l q u e s t i o n n a i r e as w e l l a s o b t a i n i n g s c o r e s 

of nine or more on the t e a c h e r s q u e s t i o n n a i r e . These s c o r e s i n d i c a t e d 

t h a t the presence of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r was l i k e l y ( R u t t e r , T i z a r d 

& Whitmore, 1 9 7 0 ) . T h e r e f o r e of the 16 c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g high s c o r e s 

on e i t h e r s c a l e 18.75% obtained high s c o r e s on both. 

S i m i l a r r e s u l t s were o b t a i n e d f o r c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 

yecirs. The c o r r e l a t i o n between the two measures was 0.40 which was not 
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s i g n i f i c a n t . Four c h i l d r e n o b t a i n e d s c o r e s of 13 or more on the 

p a r e n t a l q u e s t i o n n a i r e a s w e l l as o b t a i n i n g a s c o r e of nine or more 

on the t e a c h e r s ' q u e s t i o n n a i r e . T h e r e f o r e of the 15 c h i l d r e n 

o b t a i n i n g high s c o r e s on e i t h e r s c a l e 26.7% obt a i n e d high s c o r e s on 

both. 

D i s c r e p a n c i e s between parents'and t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s are common 

(Davie e t a l , 1972; R u t t e r , T i z a r d & Whitmore, 1970) and were a l s o 

found i n the f i r s t s t u d y . Lack o f agreement between the measures 

need not i n d i c a t e t h a t they a r e not v a l i d . The v a l i d i t y of the s c a l e s 

eii5)loyed i n the p r e s e n t study has been e s t a b l i s h e d ( R u t t e r , 1967; 

Rut t e r , T i z a r d & Whitmore, 1970). Reasons f o r the d i f f e r e n c e s i n 

p a r e n t s ' and t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s have been d i s c u s s e d i n Chapter Three 

and so w i l l o n l y be mentioned b r i e f l y h e r e . Behaviour may be s i t u a t i o n 

s p e c i f i c o r need to be more s e v e r e to be noted by t e a c h e r s . A n t i 

s o c i a l b ehaviour may be more l i k e l y to be n o t i c e d by t e a c h e r s because 

of i t s d i s r u p t i v e e f f e c t on the classroom. Items may be i n t e r p r e t e d 

d i f f e r e n t l y by p a r e n t s and t e a c h e r s and f i n a l l y a mother might 

en^jhasise problems i f her c h i l d i s c a u s i n g her a n x i e t y o r i f she 

h e r s e l f has emotional and p r a c t i c a l problems. 

The f i n d i n g s of t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n have demonstrated t h a t f a t h e r 

absence r e s u l t i n g from p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e has a g r e a t e r e f f e c t on the 

i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems e x h i b i t e d by c h i l d r e n , 

than i n t e r m i t t e n t absence r e s u l t i n g from h i s occupation. 

I n order to e s t a b l i s h why the outcome o f absence r e s x i l t i n g from 

d i v o r c e was d i f f e r e n t from absence r e s u l t i n g from occupation a number 

of p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n s need to be examined. These e x p l a n a t i o n s may 
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be d i v i d e d i n t o two c a t e g o r i e s . F i r s t l y t h e r e a r e those which s t r e s s 

the e f f e c t s of f a t h e r l e s s n e s s and secondly t h e r e a r e those which s t r e s s 

changes i n the c h i l d ' s environment which f o l l o w from the f a t h e r ' s 

absence but a r e not d i r e c t l y concerned w i t h a s p e c t s of f a t h e r i n g . 

Those who c o n s i d e r the f i r s t type of e x p l a n a t i o n to be o f most 

r e l e v a n c e r e f e r to concepts such as ' P a r e n t a l D e p r i v a t i o n * and t h e i r 

approach i s s i m i l a r to t h a t of the e a r l y r e s e a r c h i n t o maternal absence 

( B i l l e r , 1974), The f a t h e r i s seen a s f u l f i l l i n g a number o f important 

f u n c t i o n s and when he i s absent t h e s e f u n c t i o n s cannot be f u l f i l l e d 

adeqiaately by anyone e l s e . For example the f a t h e r i s seen as the most 

important p a r e n t i n f o s t e r i n g the c h i l d ' s moral development ( B i l l e r , 

1974) and i n the s e x r o l e development of boys (Freud, 1924; R.R. S e a r s , 

1957) and g i r l s ( M i s c h e l , 1966). 

I f the t h e o r i e s t h a t s t r e s s the n e c e s s i t y of the presence of the 

f a t h e r f o r the normal development of the c h i l d were c o r r e c t , then any 

prolonged absence, whatever the reason, would r e s u l t i n problems f o r 

the c h i l d . However, evidence from the p r e s e n t study and from o t h e r 

r e s e a r c h s uggests t h a t t h i s i s not s o . I n the p r e s e n t study the reason 

f o r the absence o f the f a t h e r was important i n determining the e x t e n t 

of the e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n 

the c h i l d r e n . Other s t u d i e s have compared absence of the f a t h e r 

r e s u l t i n g from h i s death w i t h absence r e s u l t i n g from d i v o r c e or 

s e p a r a t i o n of the p a r e n t s and a g a i n i t i s absence r e s u l t i n g from d i v o r c e 

t h a t i s most d e t r i m e n t a l (Glueck & Glueck, 1950; Gregory, 1965; Tuckman 

& Regan, 1966). 

The p o s s i b i l i t y must be c o n s i d e r e d t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e between the 
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c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g pemianent and i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r 

was due to the f a c t t h a t the t o t a l time the c h i l d r e n were d e p r i v e d of 

f a t h e r i n g was g r e a t e r f o r the permanent absence group. A l l c h i l d r e n 

i n both absence groups had e x p e r i e n c e d a t l e a s t one y e a r ' s absence 

before they reached the age o f 5 y e a r s . However, i n the d i v o r c e d 

group the absence was continuous a f t e r the o n s e t , w h i l s t i n the n a v a l 

group i t was i n t e r m i t t e n t and t h e r e f o r e o f s h o r t e r d u r a t i o n . Some 

evidence f o r t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y i s provided because i n the p r e s e n t study 

c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s were found to be more c o n s i s t e n t l y 

a f f e c t e d by permanent f a t h e r absence than were c h i l d r e n aged between 

5 and 7 y e a r s . A g a i n s t t h i s a r e two p o i n t s . The f i r s t o f t h e s e i s t h a t 

the t r e n d observed i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r 

i n the n a v a l c h i l d r e n was h i g h e r than the 5 - 10% r e p o r t e d i n the 

g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n ( R u t t e r & Madge, 1976), was only p r e s e n t i n those 

aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s . As i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r i s 

a c o n t i n u i n g f e a t u r e o f n a v a l l i f e , i f the d u r a t i o n o f the absence was 

important i t would be expected t h a t the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c 

d i s o r d e r would be even h i g h e r i n the o l d e r n a v a l c h i l d r e n who had 

experienced i n t e r m i t t e n t absence more f r e q u e n t l y . A l s o , i f d u r a t i o n 

of absence was the important f a c t o r then t h e r e would be no reason why 

c h i l d r e n should not be e q u a l l y a f f e c t e d by f a t h e r absence r e s u l t i n g 

from p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e and t h a t r e s u l t i n g from the f a t h e r ' s death a s 

long as the l e n g t h of absence was the same. However, a s has a l r e a d y 

been s t a t e d t h i s i s not the c a s e . Absence due to p a t e r n a l death does 

not a f f e c t c h i l d r e n to the same e x t e n t as absence r e s u l t i n g from 

d i v o r c e (Glueck & Glueck, 1950; Gregory, 1965; Tuckman & Regan, 1 9 6 6 ) . 
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A f u r t h e r e x p l a n a t i o n emphasising d e p r i v a t i o n o f f a t h e r i n g r e f e r s 

to what might be tenned p s y c h o l o g i c a l absence. The f a m i l y of a man 

absent because of h i s o c c u p a t i o n i s aware t h a t the absence i s not 

permanent. I n s p i t e o f being p h y s i c a l l y away he i s s t i l l a member of 

the f a m i l y u n i t . Even w h i l s t away he i s s t i l l i n c l u d e d . Mothers i n 

the p r e s e n t study r e p o r t e d c h i l d r e n l o o k i n g forward t o t h e i r f a t h e r s ' 

r e t u r n , w r i t i n g and w a i t i n g f o r l e t t e r s . When p a r e n t s a r e d i v o r c e d 

and the f a t h e r i s not l i v i n g i n the home he i s no longer p a r t o f the 

fam i l y u n i t , i s not i n c l u d e d by t h a t u n i t i n p l a n s o r a c t i v i t i e s . The 

f a t h e r may have a c c e s s to h i s c h i l d r e n but h i s r o l e i s o f an o u t s i d e r . 

T h i s q u a l i t a t i v e d i f f e r e n c e i n the two types of absence might account 

for the d i f f e r e n c e i n the e f f e c t on the c h i l d r e n . I t might be t h a t 

o n l y when the absence r e s u l t s i n p s y c h o l o g i c a l absence from the f a m i l y 

i s a c h i l d r e a l l y f a t h e r l e s s , and i t i s being f a t h e r l e s s i n t h i s sense 

t h a t g i v e s r i s e to problems i n the c h i l d r e n . I f t h i s were so i t would 

be expected t h a t the problems o f c h i l d r e n i n nav a l f a m i l i e s would be 

no hig h e r than those of non-naval c h i l d r e n , w h i l s t the e f f e c t s o f 

s e p a r a t i o n due t o death would be as g r e a t as those of s e p a r a t i o n due 

to d i v o r c e . T h i s i s not the c a s e . 

I f f a c t o r s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the concept o f p a t e r n a l d e p r i v a t i o n 

cannot account f o r the f i n d i n g s then e x p l a n a t i o n s which c o n c e n t r a t e on 

oth e r changes i n the c h i l d ' s environment which are a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

d i f f e r e n t types o f f a t h e r absence need t o be examined. The p o t e n t i a l 

f o r d i f f i c u l t y and d i s r u p t i o n i n the c h i l d ' s environment i s g r e a t e r 

a f t e r d i v o r c e than when absence r e s u l t s from the f a t h e r ' s o c c u p a t i o n . 

Some of th e s e d i f f i c u l t i e s have a l r e a d y been r e f e r r e d to and i n c l u d e 
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emotional problems e x p e r i e n c e d by the mothers a f t e r the d i v o r c e 

Marsden, 1969; Wynn, 1964) and p r a c t i c a l problems such as economic 

hardship (Brandwein e t a l , 1974; F i n e r , 1974), Many of the problems 

faced by the s i n g l e p a r e n t f a m i l y continue throughout the e a r l y l i f e 

o f the c h i l d r e n even when the f a m i l y has no problems the network o f 

i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h i n such a u n i t might change. 

I n the next c h a p t e r the c u r r e n t environment of the f a m i l i e s and 

i n t e r a c t i o n between the mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n w i l l be examined. 

Attempts w i l l be made t o account f o r the a s s o c i a t i o n between permanent 

absence of the f a t h e r and an i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e of emotional and 

be h a v i o u r a l problems and a l s o f o r the f i n d i n g t h a t c h i l d r e n aged 

between 8 and 11 y e a r s appear more co] s i s t e n t l y a f f e c t e d by t h a t 

absence than a r e c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s . I n a d d i t i o n the 

environment o f the n a v a l c h i l d r e n w i l l be examined i n an attempt to 

account f o r the f a c t t h a t some c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 

appeared to be a f f e c t e d by i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r , but no 

a f f e c t could be d i s c o v e r e d i n c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s . 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

THE CHILDREN IN THEIR ENVIRONMENT 

The way i n which mothers i n t e r a c t e d w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n was 

examined u s i n g the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l (Brandis & 

Henderson, 1970). The Index was made up of four components. Schedules 

D, E and F and a C o n t r o l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . Schedule D examined mothers' 

opinions about the f u n c t i o n s o f t o y s . Schedule E examined how mothers 

d e a l t w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n when they asked d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s . Schedule 

F examined how w i l l i n g mothers were to c h a t t e r w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

when the c h i l d r e n i n i t i a t e d the i n t e r a c t i o n . F i n a l l y the C o n t r o l 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e examined how mothers d e a l t w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n when they 

e x h i b i t e d d i f f e r e n t b e h a v i o u r a l problems. Other a s p e c t s of the 

experience and environment of the c h i l d r e n were examined by means o f 

the B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . Copies of the four 

components o f the Index and of the B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e may be found i n Appendix 2, 

I n the i n v e s t i g a t i o n 52 c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s and 

54 c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s were s t u d i e d . 
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1. The R e s u l t s of the I n v e s t i g a t i o n of C h i l d r e n Aged Between 

F i v e and Seven Years 

(a) The Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l 

( i ) Schedule D: Schedule D examined mothers' opinions about 

the f u n c t i o n s of t o y s . A high s c o r e on t h i s schedule i n d i c a t e d t h a t 

mothers emphasised the importance o f c h i l d o r i e n t a t e d , e d u c a t i o n a l 

f u n c t i o n s and a low s c o r e i n d i c a t e d t h a t mothers emphasised the 

importance of t o y s a s a means o f keeping t h e i r c h i l d r e n occupied and 

away from them. 

The s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by mothers on Schedule D may be found i n 

Appendix 3.2,14. A summary o f the s c o r e s showing the means and 

standard d e v i a t i o n s obtained by each type o f f a t h e r absence - sex of 

c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s sub-group may be found i n Table 7.1. A t h r e e -

way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The t h r e e 

f a c t o r s of the a n a l y s i s were type of f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence, sex of c h i l d , and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence -

sex o f c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s of unweighted 

means was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y 

i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d t o experimental treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p,356). A summary o f the r e s u l t s of t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main 

e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s may be found i n Table 7.2. 

A complete t a b l e of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s may be found i n 

Appendix 4.2.6. 
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Table 7,1 

Means and s t a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s o f s c o r e s obtained 

by mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on Schedule D o f the Index o f Commianication and C o n t r o l 
I n t e r m i t t e n t permanent No 

Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number o f 
S u b j e c t s 

10.60 

0.89 

11,00 

0.00 

10.20 

0,84 

Working 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number o f 
S u b j e c t s 

9.60 

1.34 

7.20 

3,63 

10.75 

0.50 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number o f 
S u b j e c t s 

9,60 

1.34 

9,33 

0.58 

10,75 

0.50 

Mean 

Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

C l a s s 
Number o f 
S u b j e c t s 

8.60 

1.67 

10.50 

1.00 

8.50 

2.38 

T o t a l f o r Mean 

a l l s u b j e c t s Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

i n each 
Number o f 

absence group S u b j e c t s 

9,60 

1.42 

20 

9,27 

2.58 

15 

10,06 

1,48 

17 
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Table 7.2 

A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e of the s c o r e s 

obtained by mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e 1 and seven y e a r s 

on Schedule D of the Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l 

Source S.S. d M.S. F S i g n i f i c a n c e 
l e v e l 

Sex (A) 1.49 1 1.49 < 1 n , s . 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 13.99 1 13.99 5.25 .05 

Type of F a t h e r 
2.81 2 1.41 < 1 n. s . 

Absence (C) 

A X B X C 32,39 2 16,19 6.08 .01 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
106.57 40 2.66 

groups 

O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to type of f a t h e r absence (F^ = "^1, 

d.f, = 2,40, £ > . 0 5 ) . However, t h i s f a c t o r d i d i n t e r a c t w i t h s o c i a l 

c l a s s and .sex o f c h i l d (F = 6.08, d . f . = 2,40, £ < .01). An a n a l y s i s 

of simple main e f f e c t s of type o f f a t h e r absence was c a r r i e d out f o r 

each combination o f l e v e l s o f the s e x and s o c i a l c l a s s f a c t o r s . The 

r e s u l t of t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Table 7.3. A s i g n i f i c a n t 

e f f e c t was found f o r working c l a s s boys (F = 5.15, d . f . = 2,40, 

£ < ,025), Two comparisons between means were c a r r i e d out, one 

comparing -the permanent absence group w i t h the no absence group and the 

o t h e r comparing the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group w i t h the no absence 

group. The d i f f e r e n c e between the permanent and no f a t h e r absence 
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T a b l e 7.3 

The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of type of f a t h e r 

absence on the s c o r e s of mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and 

seven y e a r s on Schedule D of the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

Source S.S d.f M.S 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Type of Absence x 

Middle C l a s s Boys 
1.34 0.67 < 1 n.s 

Type o f Absence x 

Working C l a s s Boys 
27,46 13,73 5,15 025 

Type of Absence x 

Middle C l a s s G i r l s 
4.52 2,26 0.85 n.s 

Type o f Absence x 

Working C l a s s G i r l s 
10.63 5.32 2.00 n.s 

Sxibjects w i t h i n 

groups 
106.56 40 2.66 

groups was s i g n i f i c a n t (F = 9.92, d.f. = 1,40, £ < .01). The 

d i f f e r e n c e between the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no f a t h e r absence groups was not 

s i g n i f i c a n t (F = 1,04, d.f..= 1,40, £ > .025). That i s mothers whose 

husbands were permanently a b s e n t were more l i k e l y to see toys a s a means 

of keeping t h e i r c h i l d r e n occupied r a t h e r than having an e d u c a t i o n a l 

f u n c t i o n , compared to mothers whose husbands were not absent. There 
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was no d i f f e r e n c e between mothers whose husbands were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

absent and those whose husbands were not absent, 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due to s o c i a l c l a s s was obtained 

(F = 5.25, d . f , = 1,40, £ < .05) and t h i s f a c t o r i n t e r a c t e d w i t h sex 

of c h i l d and type o f f a t h e r absence (F = 6,08, d . f . = 2,40, £ < . 0 1 ) . 

The simple main e f f e c t s of s o c i a l c l a s s were examined f o r each combination 

of l e v e l s o f the sex and type of f a t h e r absence f a c t o r s . The r e s u l t s 

of t h i s a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 5.3.1. A s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t 

was obtained f o r males e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence (F_ = 11.36, 

d.f. = 1, £ < - 0 1 ) . That i s middle c l a s s mothers of boys whose husbands 

were permanently absent viewed toys as e d u c a t i o n a l and c h i l d o r i e n t a t e d . 

Working c l a s s mothers o f boys whose husbands were permanently a b s e n t 

viewed t o y s a s a means o f keeping t h e i r c h i l d r e n o c c u p i e d . 

( i i ) Schedule E: Schedule E examined how mothers d e a l t w i t h 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n when they asked d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s . A high s c o r e on 

the schedule i n d i c a t e d t h a t mothers woxild attempt t o answer d i f f i c u l t 

q u e s t i o n s w h i l s t a low sc o r e i n d i c a t e d t h a t mothers would attempt t o 

avoid answering such q u e s t i o n s . 

The s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by mothers on Schedule E may be found i n 

Appendix 3.2.15. A siimmary o f the s c o r e s showing the means and 

standard d e v i a t i o n s obtained by each type of f a t h e r absence - sex o f 

c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s sub-group may be found i n T a b l e 7.4. A t h r e e -

way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The t h r e e 

f a c t o r s of the a n a l y s i s were type o f f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence, sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence -
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Table 7.4 

Means and st a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s of s c o r e s obtained 

by n o t h e r s o f c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on Schedule E o f the Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Mean 2.80 3.33 3.20 

Middle 
M 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 1.48 2.08 1.30 

C l a s s 
A Number o f 5 3 5 

S u b j e c t s 3 

L 

E Mean 3.60 3.60 3.25 

S Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 1.14 0.89 1.26 

C l a s s Number o f c: 5 4 
S u b j e c t s 

F Mean 4.60 5.00 3.50 

E Middle Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 0.89 1.00 0.58 

M C l a s s Number o f 5 3 4 
A S u b j e c t s •J 

L Mean 3.80 3.25 4.00 

^ Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 0.83 2.06 1.15 

s 
C l a s s Number of e; 4 4 

Sxibjects 
4 

T o t a l f o r Mean 3.70 3.73 3.47 

a l l s u b j e c t s Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 1.22 1.53 1.07 

i n each 
Number o f 20 15 17 

absence group . S u b j e c t s 20 15 17 
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sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s of xanweighted 

means was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y 

i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to ex p e r i m e n t a l treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p.356). A summary o f t h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main 

e f f e c t s may be found i n Table 7.5. There were no s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n t e r a c t i o n s . A complete t a b l e of the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s may be 

found i n Appendix 4.2.7. 

Table 7.5 

A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e o f the s c o r e s 

obtained by mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on Schedule E o f the Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l 

^ ^ ^ w ^ ^ S i g n i f i c a n c e Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 
— l e v e l 

Sex (A) 6.66 1 6.66 4.22 .05 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 0.30 1 0.30 < 1 n.s. 

Type of F a t h e r 
0.83 2 0.42 < 1 n . s . 

Absence (C) 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
63.17 40 1.58 

groups 

O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to type of f a t h e r absence 

(F =<1, d.f. = 2,40, £ > .05) and t h i s f a c t o r d i d not i n t e r a c t w i t h 

any o t h er f a c t o r . 
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A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due to sex of c h i l d was ob t a i n e d 

(F = 4.22, d.f. = 1,40, £ < .05) . An examination o f Ta b l e 7.5 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t mothers of boys were more l i k e l y to a v o i d answering 

d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s than were mothers o f g i r l s . 

( i i i ) Schedule F: Schedule F examined how w i l l i n g were mothers 

to c h a t t e r w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n when t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n i t i a t e d the 

i n t e r a c t i o n . A high s c o r e on t h i s schedule i n d i c a t e d t h a t mothers 

were w i l l i n g to c h a t t e r w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n w h i l s t a low s c o r e 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t they were not w i l l i n g to do so. 

The s c o r e s obtained by mothers on Schedule F may be found i n 

Appendix 3,2.16, A summary o f the s c o r e s showing the means and 

standard d e v i a t i o n s obtained by each type of f a t h e r absence - sex of 

c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s sub-group may be found i n Table 7.6. A t h r e e -

way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The t h r e e 

f a c t o r s of the a n a l y s i s were type o f f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence, sex o f c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence • 

sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s of unweighted 

means was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y 

i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d to experimental treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p.356). A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main 

e f f e c t s and s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s may be found i n Table 7.7. 

A complete t a b l e of the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s may be found i n 

Appendix 4.2.8. 

O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t due t o type o f f a t h e r absence (F =<1, 

d.f. = 2,40, £ > ,05), However t h i s f a c t o r d i d i n t e r a c t w i t h sex o f 

c h i l d (F = 3.68, d.f. = 2,40, £ < .05) . 
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Table 7.6 

Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s o f s c o r e s o b t a i n e d 

by mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on Schedule F o f the Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Mean " 14.00 16.00 15.00 

Middle 
M 

Standard 
Eteviation 2.83 1.73 1,22 

C l a s s 
A Number o f 

S u b j e c t s 5 3 5 

L 

E Mean 10.00 13.00 14,25 

S Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 1.87 3.81 0,96 

C l a s s Number o f 
S u b j e c t s . 5 5 4 

F Mean 16.20 16,00 15,25 

E Middle Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 0.84 2.65 1.71 

M C l a s s Number o f 5 3 4 
A 

S u b j e c t s 

L Mean 15,40 11.75 15,50 

Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 1.52 4.27 2,89 

C l a s s Number of 5 4 4 
Sxabjects 5 4 

T o t a l f o r Mean 13.90 13.87 15,00 

a l l s u b j e c t s Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 3.01 3.60 1.70 

i n each 

absence group 
Number o f 
S u b j e c t s 20 15 17 

279 



Table 7.7 

A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e of the s c o r e s 

obtained by mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on Schedule F o f the Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F S i g n i f i c a n c e 
l e v e l 

Sex (A) 21.50 1 21,50 3,60 n. s . 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 54.94 1 54.94 9,42 .01 

Type of F a t h e r 
10,90 2 5.45 < 1 n. s . 

Absence (C) 

A X C 42.94 2 21.47 3.68 ,05 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
233.25 40 5,83 

groups 

An a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s of type o f f a t h e r absence was 

c a r r i e d out f o r males and females. The r e s u l t s o f t h i s £malysis a r e 

shown i n Table 7.8. No s i g n i f i c a n t simple main e f f e c t s were o b t a i n e d . 

An a n a l y s i s o f siii5)le main e f f e c t s of sex o f c h i l d was c a r r i e d out f o r 

each type of f a t h e r absence and y i e l d e d a s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t f o r 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence (F = 10.17, d.f. = 1,40, 

£ < ,01), The r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s a r e shown i n Appendix 5.3.2. 

Excunination of mean s c o r e s i n Table 7,7 r e v e a l e d t h a t mothers o f g i r l s 

o b t ained h i g h e r s c o r e s on Schedule F than d i d mothers of boys. That i s 

i n f a m i l i e s from which the f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent mothers of 

g i r l s c h a t t e r e d to t h e i r c h i l d r e n more than d i d mothers o f boys. 
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Table 7.8 

The r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s o f type of f a t h e r 

absence on the s c o r e s of mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and 

seven y e a r s on Schedule F o f the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

source S.S. d.f. M.S. F S i g n i f i c a n c e 
— l e v e l 

36.71 2 18.36 2.91 n.s 
Type of absence, 

Male 

Type of absence. 

Female 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
233.24 40 5.83 

groups 

17.12 2 8.56 1.47 n.s 

A f u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t of s o c i a l c l a s s was obtained 

(F = 9.42, d.f. = 1,40, £ < . 0 1 ) . Middle c l a s s mothers obtained h i g h e r 

s c o r e s on Schedule F than d i d working c l a s s mothers. That i s middle 

c l a s s mothers were more l i k e l y to c h a t t e r to t h e i r c h i l d r e n than were 

working c l a s s mothers. 

( i v ) The C o n t r o l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e : The C o n t r o l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

examined how mothers d e a l t w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n when they e x h i b i t e d 

d i f f e r e n t b e h a v i o u r a l problems. The s c o r i n g method employed by 

Brandis and Henderson was v e r y complex. I t e n t a i l e d phrase by phrase 

a n a l y s i s of v e r b a t i m responses and enabled d e t a i l e d coding of mothers* 

r e p l i e s to the q u e s t i o n n a i r e . Such a d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s was beyond the 
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r e s o u r c e s of the p r e s e n t study. I t was decided, t h e r e f o r e to e n ^ l o y 

a s i m p l i f i e d coding technique and a s s e s s the frequency o f use o f 

three s t r a t e g i e s by mothers, avoidance, punishment and support. The 

number o f times t h a t mothers used each s t r a t e g y over a l l s i x items 

was counted and the t o t a l number of times each s t r a t e g y was used by 

each type of f a t h e r absence - s o c i a l c l a s s - sex of c h i l d sub-group 

was c a l c u l a t e d . Means were then c a l c u l a t e d f o r each sub-group and 

each s t r a t e g y and the r e s u l t s o f t h i s procedure a r e shown i n T a b l e 7.9. 

Three K r u s k a l - W a l l i S . T e s t s were performed, one f o r each s t r a t e g y 

to compare the use of each s t r a t e g y by mothers i n the t h r e e absence 

groups, permanent, i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence. The r e s u l t o f the t e s t 

f o r the Avoidance S t r a t e g y was not s i g n i f i c a n t (H = 0.78, d.f. = 2, 

£ > .05). The r e s u l t f o r the Punishment S t r a t e g y was not s i g n i f i c a n t 

(H = 3.66, d . f , = 2, £ > ,05). The r e s u l t f o r the Support S t r a t e g y 

was not s i g n i f i c a n t (H = 2.15, d.f. = 2, £ > .05) . That i s f a t h e r 

absence had no e f f e c t on the use of t h r e e s t r a t e g i e s avoidance, 

punishment and support, by mothers when t h e i r c h i l d r e n e x h i b i t e d 

problem behaviour. 

A Summary of the R e s u l t s Obtained from the Index of Communication 

and C o n t r o l 

1. Amongst \-'orking c l a s s mothers o f boys, those whose husbands were 

permanently absent were l i k e l y to view toys as a means of keeping t h e i r 

sons occupied than were mothers whose husbands were p r e s e n t . Mothers 

whose husbands were p r e s e n t were more l i k e l y to view toys as having an 

e d u c a t i o n a l , c h i l d - o r i e n t a t e d fianction. Amongst working c l a s s mothers 
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Table 7.9 

The mean i n c i d e n c e o f use by mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

of avoidance, punishment and support s t r a t e g i e s i n t h e i r responses to the C o n t r o l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

MALES FEMALES 

ABSENCE . Middle. C l a s s Working C l a s s . Middle C l a s s . Working C l a s s 
RESPONSE RESPONSE 

GROUP Mean Number 
of 

S u b j e c t s 
Mean Number 

of 
S u b j e c t s 

Mean Number 
of 

S u b j e c t s 
Mean Number 

of 
S u b j e c t s I n c i d e n c e 

Number 
of 

S u b j e c t s I n c i d e n c e 
Number 

of 
S u b j e c t s I n c i d e n c e 

Number 
of 

S u b j e c t s I n c i d e n c e 

Number 
of 

S u b j e c t s 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 0.20 5 1.00 5 0.20 5 0.40 5 

Avoidance Permanent 0.00 3 1.00 5 0.33 3 0.50 4 

No 0.40 5 0.00 4 0.00 4 0.50 4 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 1.60 5 2.00 5 1.60 5 2.20 5 

Punishment Permanent 2.33 3 3.40 5 2.33 3 2,00 4 

No 1.80 5 2,50 4 1.20 4 2.00 4 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 4.20 5 3.00 5 4.20 5 3.40 5 

Support Permanent 3.66 3 3.40 5 2.33 3 2.00 4 

No 3.80 ... .5 2.75 4 4.75 4 3.00 4 



o f boys t h e r e was no d i f f e r e n c e between mothers whose husbands were 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y a b s e n t and those whose husbands were not absent i n 

t h e i r o p i n i o n s about the f u n c t i o n s of t o y s . 

2. Amongst mothers o f boys whose husbands were permanently absent 

those i n the middle c l a s s were more l i k e l y to view toys as having 

e d u c a t i o n a l and c h i l d o r i e n t a t e d f u n c t i o n s w h i l s t those i n the working 

c l a s s were more l i k e l y to view toys as a means of keeping t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n o ccupied. 

3. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the w i l l i n g n e s s o f mothers to 

answer d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s put by t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

4. Mothers o f g i r l s were more w i l l i n g to answer d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s 

put by t h e i r daughters than were mothers of boys w i l l i n g to answer 

d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s put by t h e i r sons. 

5. I n f a m i l i e s from which the f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent 

mothers of g i r l s were more w i l l i n g to c h a t t e r w i t h t h e i r daughters 

than were mothers o f boys w i l l i n g to c h a t t e r w i t h t h e i r sons. 

6. Middle c l a s s mothers were more w i l l i n g to c h a t t e r w i t h t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n than were working c l a s s mothers. 

7. F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the use by mothers of avoidance, 

punishment and support s t r a t e g i e s when t h e i r c h i l d r e n e x h i b i t e d 

behaviour problems. 

(b) The B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

Dioring the course of the i n t e r v i e w w i t h the mothers the r e s e a r c h e r 

completed the B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . E l e v e n 

items of the q u e s t i o n n a i r e were s u b j e c t e d to s t a t i s t i c a l a n a l y s i s . 

These items were: 
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10. How many s c h o o l s has the c h i l d attended? 

11, I s the c h i l d happy a t s c h o o l ? 

13a. Does the mother read w i t h the c h i l d ? 

13b. Does the f a t h e r read w i t h the c h i l d ? 

14a. Does the mother take the c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

14b. Does the f a t h e r take the c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

15, Does the f a t h e r take a b i g p a r t i n managing 

the c h i l d ? 

18, Has the mother been i n p a i d work s i n c e the 

b i r t h o f the c h i l d ? 

19. Do you own your own house? 

20. Are t h e r e any p r a c t i c a l problems experienced 

by the mother due to f a t h e r absence? 

21, Are t h e r e any emotional problems experienced 

by the mother due to f a t h e r absence? 

Middle c l a s s and working c l a s s responses were examined s e p a r a t e l y . 

The data was not s u b d i v i d e d by sex of c h i l d i n a d d i t i o n to s o c i a l 

c l a s s as to have done so would have been to reduce the numbers i n each 

sub-group, to an lonacceptably low l e v e l . I n the case of items 10, 11, 

13a, 14a, 18 and 19 the permanent absence group was compared w i t h the 

no absence group and the i n t e r m i t t e n t absence group was compared to the 

no absence group. I n the case of items 13b, 14b, and 15 the i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence group was cotrtpared to the no absence group. I n the case o f items 

20 and 21 the permanent absence group was compared w i t h the i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence group. 
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F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y T e s t s were c a r r i e d out on the data, 

c o p i e s of which may be found i n Appendices 3.18 and 3.19. One 

s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was obtai n e d . I n the working c l a s s group f a m i l i e s 

from which the f a t h e r was permanently absent were l e s s l i k e l y to own 

t h e i r own house than were working c l a s s f a m i l i e s from which the f a t h e r 

was not absent (£ < .025). F a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on the 

responses to any o t h e r items (£ > .025). 

When the responses to items 20 and 21 were examined i t was found 

t h a t i n the middle c l a s s 83% o f d i v o r c e d women r e p o r t e d p r a c t i c a l 

problems r e s u l t i n g from the d i v o r c e and 66% re p o r t e d emotional problems. 

I n the group o f n a v a l wives 80% re p o r t e d e x p e r i e n c i n g p r a c t i c a l 

problems and 60% emotional problems a s a r e s u l t of t h e i r husband's 

absence. I n the working c l a s s 89% o f d i v o r c e d women r e p o r t e d emotional 

problems and 89% p r a c t i c a l problems. I n the group of n a v a l wives 80% 

reported p r a c t i c a l problems and 70% emotional problems w h i l e t h e i r 

husbands were away. F i n a l l y , d i v o r c e d women were asked i f the c h i l d r e n ' s 

f a t h e r s maintained r e g u l a r c o n t a c t w i t h them. Contact was maintained i n 

the case o f two middle c l a s s boys and one working c l a s s boy. 

A Summary o f the R e s u l t s o f the B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C h i l d r e n Aged Between F i v e and Seven Years 

1. Working c l a s s f a m i l i e s from which the f a t h e r was permanently absent 

were l e s s l i k e l y to own t h e i r own house than were working c l a s s f a m i l i e s 

from which the f a t h e r was not abs e n t . 
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2. 83% of middle c l a s s mothers whose husbands were permanently absent 

reported p r a c t i c a l problems and 66% r e p o r t e d emotional problems 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h a t absence. 

3. 80% of middle c l a s s mothers whose husbands were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

absent r e p o r t e d p r a c t i c a l problems and 60% r e p o r t e d emotional problems 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the absence. 

4. 89% o f working c l a s s mothers whose husbands were permanently 

absent r e p o r t e d p r a c t i c a l problems and 89% r e p o r t e d emotional problems 

due to the absence. 

5. 80% o f working c l a s s mothers whose husbands were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

absent r e p o r t e d p r a c t i c a l problems and 70% r e p o r t e d emotional problems 

r e s u l t i n g from the absence. 

2. The R e s u l t s of the I n v e s t i g a t i o n of C h i l d r e n Aged Between 

E i g h t and E l e v e n Years 

(a) The Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

( i ) Schedule D': Schedule D examined mothers' o p i n i o n s about 

the f u n c t i o n s of t o y s . A high s c o r e on t h i s schedule i n d i c a t e d t h a t 

mothers errphasised the importance o f c h i l d o r i e n t a t e d , e d u c a t i o n a l 

f u n c t i o n s and a low s c o r e i n d i c a t e d t h a t mothers emphasised the 

i n ^ r t a n c e of toys as a means o f keeping t h e i r c h i l d r e n occupied and 

away from them. 

The s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by mothers on Schedule D may be found i n 

Appendix 3.3.14. A summary o f the s c o r e s showing the means and 

standard d e v i a t i o n s obtained by each type o f f a t h e r absence - sex of 

c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s sub-group may be found i n Table 7.10. A t h r e e -
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Table 7.10 

Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s of s c o r e s o b t a i n e d 

by mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

on Schedule D o f the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number of 
S u b j e c t s . 

8.60 

2.30 

10.67 

0.58 

10.20 

1.30 

Working 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number of 
S u b j e c t s 

9.40 

1.14 

8.60 

0.89 

8.20 

1.48 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number of 
S u b j e c t s . 

11.00 

0.00 

10.00 

1.00 

9.20 

1.92 

Working 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number o f 
S u b j e c t s . 

11.00 

0.00 

11.00 

0.00 

9.60 

1.52 

T o t a l f o r Mean 

a l l s u b j e c t s Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

i n each 
Number o f 

absence group . S u b j e c t s 

10.00 

1.59 

20 

9.79 

1.19 

14 

9.30 

1.63 

20 

288 



way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The thr e e 

f a c t o r s of the a n a l y s i s were type o f f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence, sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence • 

sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s of unweighted 

means was eit5>loyed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y 

i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s u n r e l a t e d t o ex p e r i m e n t a l treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p.356). A summary of the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main 

e f f e c t s may be found i n Table 7.11. There were no s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n t e r a c t i o n s , A complete Table of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s may be 

found i n Appendix 4,3.6, 

Table 7,11 

A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e of the s c o r e s 

obtained by mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

on Schedule D of the Index of Communication and.Control 

Source S.S. d . f . M.S. F S i g n i f i c a n c e 
l e v e l 

Sex (A) 14.94 1 14.94 8.73 .01 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 0,84 1 0.84 < 1 n.s. 

Type of F a t h e r 
5.47 2 2.74 1,60 n, s . 

Absence (C) 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
71,87 . 42 1.71 

groups 
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O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to f a t h e r absence (F = 1.60, 

d.f. = 2,42, £ > .05) and t h i s f a c t o r d i d not i n t e r a c t w i t h any o t h e r 

f a c t o r . 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t o f sex of c h i l d was ob t a i n e d (F = 8.73, 

d.f. = 1,42, £ < . 0 1 ) . Examination of Table 7.10 r e v e a l e d t h a t mothers 

of g i r l s o b t a i n e d a h i g h e r s c o r e on Schedule D than d i d mothers of boys 

That i s mothers o f g i r l s were more l i k e l y to view toys as having an 

e d u c a t i o n a l c h i l d o r i e n t a t e d f u n c t i o n w h i l s t mothers o f boys were more 

l i k e l y to view toys a s a means o f keeping t h e i r sons occupied. 

( i i ) Schedule E : Schedule E examined how mothers d e a l t w i t h 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n when they asked d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s . A high s c o r e on 

the schedule i n d i c a t e d t h a t mothers would attempt to answer d i f f i c u l t 

q u e s t i o n s w h i l s t a low sc o r e i n d i c a t e d t h a t mothers would atten5)t 

to a v o i d answering such q u e s t i o n s . 

The s c o r e s obtained by mothers on Schedule E may.be found i n 

Appendix 3.3.15. A summary o f the s c o r e s showing the means and 

stcindard d e v i a t i o n s obtained by each type of f a t h e r absence - sex o f 

c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s sub-group may be foiind i n Table 7.12. A t h r e e -

way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s . The t h r e e 

f a c t o r s o f the a n a l y s i s were type of f a t h e r absence, i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent and no absence, sex of c h i l d and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s . S i n c e the c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s f o r the f a t h e r absence -

sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were unequal, a n a l y s i s of unweighted 

means was employed. T h i s a n a l y s i s i s a p p r o p r i a t e when the i n e q u a l i t y 

i n c e l l f r e q u e n c i e s i s xinrelated to experimental treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p.356). A summary o f the r e s u l t s o f t h i s a n a l y s i s showing main 
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Table 7,12 

Means and standard d e v i a t i o n s o f s c o r e s o b t a i n e d 

by mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

on Schedule E o f the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Mean 4.20 4.00 3.80 

Middle 
M 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 1.10 0.00 0.45 

C l a s s 
A Number of T c 

S u b j e c t s •J D 

LI 

E Mean 3.20 3.40 2.60 

S Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 1.92 0.55 2.41 

C l a s s Number of c. c 
S u b j e c t s D 

F Mean 2.20 4.00 3.40 

E Middle Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 1.48 1.00 1.52 

M C l a s s Number of c. c 

A S u b j e c t s J 

L Mean 3.00 4.67 3.60 

Working Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 1.41 1.53 0.55 

S 
C l a s s Number o f c -J c 

S u b j e c t s D 

T o t a l f o r Mean 3.15 3.93 3.35 

a l l s u b j e c t s Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 1.57 0.92 1-42 

i n each 

absence group 
Nxamber of 
S u b j e c t s 20 14 20 
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e f f e c t s may be found in Table 7,13, There were no s i g n i f i c a n t 

interactions. A complete table of the r e s u l t s of the an a l y s i s may be 

found in Appendix 4.3.7. 

Table 7.13 

A summary of the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of variance of the scores 

obtained by mothers of children aged between eight and eleven years 

on Schedule E of the Index of Communication. and Control 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F Significance 
l e v e l 

Sex (A) 0.04 1 0.04 < 1 n. s. 

Social Class (B) 0.47 1 0.47 < 1 n.s. 

Type of Father 
7.08 2 3.54 1.89 n. s. 

Absence (C) 

Subjects within 
78.67 42 1.87 

groups 

Overall there was no e f f e c t due to type of father absence 

(F = 1,89, d.f. = 2,42, £ > .05) and t h i s factor did not i n t e r a c t with 

any other factor. Also no other s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were obtained. 

That i s there was no difference between the mothers i n t h e i r 

willingness to answer d i f f i c u l t questions from t h e i r children. 
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( i i i ) Schedule F: Schedule F examined how w i l l i n g were mothers 

to chatter with t h e i r children when t h e i r children i n i t i a t e d the 

intera c t i o n . A high score on t h i s schedule indicated that mothers were 

w i l l i n g to chatter with t h e i r children whilst a low score indicated 

that they were not w i l l i n g to do so. 

The scores obtained by mothers on Schedule F may be found i n 

Appendix 3.3.16. A summary of the scores showing the means and 

standard deviations obtained by each type of father absence - sex of 

c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s sub-group may be found i n Table 7.14. A three-

way analysis of variance was c a r r i e d out on the scores. The three 

factors of the a n a l y s i s were type of father absence, intermittent, 

permanent and no absence, sex of c h i l d , and s o c i a l c l a s s , middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s . Since the c e l l frequencies for the father absence -

sex of c h i l d - s o c i a l c l a s s c e l l s were \inequal, a n a l y s i s of unweighted 

means was employed. This a n a l y s i s i s appropriate when the inequality 

i n c e l l frequencies i s unrelated to experimental treatments (Keppel, 

1973, p,356) . A summary of the r e s u l t s of t h i s ansilysis showing main 

ef f e c t s may be found i n Table 7.15. There were no s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n t e r a c t i o n s . A complete table of the r e s u l t s of the ana l y s i s may be 

found i n Appendix 4.3.8. 

Overall there was no e f f e c t due to type of father absence (£ = " ^ l * 

d.f. = 2,42, £ > .05) and t h i s factor did not i n t e r a c t with any other 

factor. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t of s o c i a l c l a s s was obtained (F = 5.45, 

d.f. = 1,42, £ < ,025). Examination of Table 7,14 revealed that middle 

c l a s s mothers obtained higher scores on Schedule F than did working 
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Table 7.14 

Means and standard deviations of scores obtained 

by mothers of children aged between eight and eleven years 

on Schedule F of the Index of Communication and Control 

Intermittent Permanent No 
Absence Group . Absence Group Absence Group 

Mean 15.60 15.67 15.60 

Middle 
M 

Standard 
Deviation 1.52 0.58 1.34 

Class 
A Number of i ; -i 5 

Subjects 
L 
E Mean 12.80 14.40 12.40 

S Working Standard 
Deviation 3.11 1.67 2.07 

Class Number of 5 5 
Subjects •J •J 

F Mean 13.00 14.00 15.60 

E Middle Standard 
Deviation 1.58 1.73 2.51 

M Class Number of 
•> 5 

A Subjects •J •J 

L Mean 14.00 14.00 10.80 

^ Working Standard 
Deviation 2.92 4.00 1.64 

s 
Class Number of 

Subjects 

Total for Mean 13.85 14.50 13.60 

a l l subjects Standard 
Deviation 2.48 2.07 2.78 

i n each 

absence group 
Number of 
Subjects 20 14 20 
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c l a s s mothers. That i s middle c l a s s mothers were more w i l l i n g to 

chatter to t h e i r children than were working c l a s s mothers. 

Table 7.15 

A summary of the r e s u l t s of the ana l y s i s of variance of the scores 

obtained by mothers of children aged between eight and eleven years 

on Schedule F of the Index of Communication and Control 

Source S.S d.f M.S 
Significance 

l e v e l 

Sex (A) 3.36 1 3,36 < 1 n.s. 

Social Class (B) 29.37 1 29.37 5.45 .025 

Type of Father 
3.89 2 1,95 < 1 n.s. 

Absence (C) 

Subjects within 
226.27 42 5.39 

groups 

(iv) The Control Questionnaire: The Control Questionnaire 

examined how mothers dealt with t h e i r children when they exhibited 

dif f e r e n t behavioural problems. The scoring method employed by 

Brandis and Henderson was very conplex. I t entailed phrase by phrase 

an a l y s i s of verbatim responses and enabled d e t a i l e d coding of mothers' 

re p l i e s to the questionnaire. Such a detailed a n a l y s i s was beyond the 

resources of the present study. I t was decided, therefore to enploy 

a s i m p l i f i e d coding technique and assess the frequency of use of three 

st r a t e g i e s by the mothers, avoidance, punishment and support. The 
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number of times that mothers used each strategy over a l l s i x items 

was counted and the t o t a l number of times each strategy was used by 

each type of father absence - s o c i a l c l a s s - sex of c h i l d sub-group 

was calculated. Means were then calculated for each sub-group and 

each strategy and the r e s u l t s of t h i s procedure are shown in Table 7.16. 

Three Kruskal-Wall»& Tests were performed, one for each strategy, 

i n order to compare the use of each strategy by mothers i n the three 

absence groups, permanent, intermittent and no absence. The r e s u l t 

of the t e s t for the Avoidance Strategy was not s i g n i f i c a n t (H = 2.16, 

d.f. = 2, £ > .05). The r e s u l t for the Support Strategy was also not 

s i g n i f i c a n t (H = 2.28, d.f. = 2, £ > .05). The r e s u l t for the 

Punishment Strategy was s i g n i f i c a n t (H = 6.20, d.f. = 2, £ < .05). In 

the case of the Punishment Strategy paired comparisons were made 

between the three absence groups. Iran's procedure was used to adjust 

the s i g n i f i c a n c e l e v e l for each t e s t i n order to f i x the o v e r a l l 

Type I error probability at .05 or l e s s . The si g n i f i c a n c e l e v e l 

required for each t e s t was .02 or greater. In the comparison between 

the permanent and intermittent absence groups the r e s u l t was not 

s i g n i f i c a n t (U = 2.00, d.f. = 1, £ > .05). The comparison between 

the intermittent and no absence groups was also not s i g n i f i c a n t (U = 1, 

d.f. = I r £ > -03). F i n a l l y the comparison between the permanent and 

no absence groups was not s i g n i f i c a n t (U = 3, d.f. = 1, £ > .05). 

Examination of the mean scores indicated that the intermittent absence 

group obtained the lowest score, then the permanent absence group and 

the highest mean score was obtained by the no absence group. Therefore 

mothers whose husbands were absent intermittently were l e a s t l i k e l y to 

296 



. Table 7.16 

The mean incidence of use by mothers of children aged between eight and eleven years 

of avoidance, punishment and support strategies in ,their responses to the Control Questionnaire 

MALES FEMALES 

f^SPONSE 
ABSENCE Middle . Class Working Class Middle Class . , Working Class 

f^SPONSE 
GROUP Mean Number 

of 
Subjects 

Mean Number 
of 

Subjects 
Mean Number 

of 
S\A>jects 

Mean Number 
of 

Subjects . Incidence 
Number 

of 
Subjects Incidence 

Number 
of 

Subjects Incidence 
Number 

of 
S\A>jects Incidence 

Number 
of 

Subjects 

Intermittent 0.60 5 0.40 5 0.00 5 0.60 5 

Avoidance Permanent 0.00 3 0.40 5 1.00 3 0,00 3 

No 0.00 5 0.80 5 0.00 5 0.20 5 

Intermittent 1.60 5 1.60 5 1.60 5 1.80 5 

Punishment Permanent 1.67 3 2.20 5 1.67 3 2.00 3 

No 2.20 5 2.60 5 1.60 5 3.00 5 

Intermittent 3.80 5 4.00 5 4.00 5 3.50 5 

Support Permanent 4.33 3 3.40 5 3.33 3 4.00 3 

No 3.80 5 2.60 5 4.40 5 2.80 5 



use the punishment strategy and mothers whose husbands were not absent 

were most l i k e l y to use i t . However paired comparisons revealed that 

differences between the groups were not s i g n i f i c a n t . 

A Summary of the Results Obtained from the Index of Communication and 

Control for Mothers of Children aged Between Eight and Eleven Years 

1. Father absence had no e f f e c t on mothers' opinions about the 

functions of toys. 

2. Mothers of g i r l s were more l i k e l y to consider toys to have a c h i l d 

orientated educational function coiT?>ared to mothers of boys. Mothers 

of boys placed greater en:5)hasis on toys as a means of keeping t h e i r 

boys occupied than did mothers of g i r l s . 

3. Father absence had no e f f e c t on the willingness of mothers to 

answer d i f f i c u l t questions put by t h e i r children. 

4. Father absence had no e f f e c t on the willingness of mothers to 

chatter with t h e i r children. 

5. Middle c l a s s mothers were more w i l l i n g to chatter with t h e i r 

children than were working c l a s s mothers. 

6. Father absence had no e f f e c t on the use by mothers of avoidance 

and support s t r a t e g i e s when t h e i r children exhibited behaviour problems, 

7. When children exhibited behaviour problems mothers whose husbands 

were intermittently absent used the punishment strategy less frequently 

than did mothers whose husbands were permanently absent. Mothers whose 

husbands were not absent used the punishment strategy most frequently 

of a l l . However, paired comparisons revealed that the differences 

between the groups were not s i g n i f i c a n t . 
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(b) The Biographical and Environmental Questionnaire 

During the course of the interview with the mothers the researcher 

mpleted the Biographical and Environmental Questionnaire, Eleven 

items of the questionnaire were subjected to s t a t i s t i c a l a n a l y s i s . 

These items were: 

10. How many schools has the c h i l d attended? 

11. I s the c h i l d happy at school? 

13a. Does the mother read with the c h i l d ? 

13b, Does the father read with the child? 

14a. Does the mother take the c h i l d on outings? 

14b. Does the father take the c h i l d on outings? 

15. Does the father take a big part in managing 

the child? 

18. Has the mother been i n paid work since the 

b i r t h of the child? 

19. Do you own your own house? 

20- Are there any p r a c t i c a l problems experienced 

by the mother due to father absence? 

21. Are there any emotipnal problems experienced 

by the mother due to father absence? 

Middle c l a s s and working c l a s s responses were examined separately. 

The data was not subdivided by sex of c h i l d i n addition to s o c i a l c l a s s 

as to have done so would have been to reduce the numbers in each sub

group to an unacceptably low l e v e l . In the case of items 10, 11, 13a, 

14a, 18, and 19 the permanent absence group was compared with the no 

absence group and the intermittent absence group was compared to the 
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no absence group. In the case of items 13b, 14b and 15 the intermittent 

absence group was compared to the no absence group. In the case of 

items 20 and 21 the permanent absence group was compared with the 

intermittent absence group. 

Fisher Exact Probability Tests were ca r r i e d out on the data, 

copies of which may be found i n Appendices 3..3.18 and 3.3.19. Two 

s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were obtained. I n the working c l a s s group 

mothers whose husbands were permanently absent were more l i k e l y to 

report p r a c t i c a l problems associated with that absence than were 

mothers whose husbands were intermittently absent (£ < .025). Also i n 

the working c l a s s group mothers whose husbands were not absent were 

more l i k e l y to have been in paid employment since the b i r t h of t h e i r 

c h i l d than were mothers whose husbands were intermittently absent 

(£ < .01). No other s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s were obtained (£ > .025). 

When the responses to items 20 and 21 were examined i t was 

found that i n the middle c l a s s 66% of divorced women reported 

p r a c t i c a l problems re s u l t i n g from the divorce and 83% reported 

emotional problems. In the naval wives 40% reported p r a c t i c a l 

problems and 50% emotional problems as a r e s u l t of th e i r husband's 

absence. In the working c l a s s 50% of divorced women reported 

emotional problems and 87,5% p r a c t i c a l problems. In the naval wives 

10% reported p r a c t i c a l problems and 50% emotional problems while t h e i r 

husbands were away a F i n a l l y divorced women were asked i f the 

children's fathers maintained regular contact with thema Contact was 

maintained i n the case of four working c l a s s boys, one middle c l a s s 

boy and one working c l a s s g i r l . 
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A Summary of the Results of the Biographical and Environmental 

Questionnaire for Children aged Between Eight and Eleven Years 

1. In the working c l a s s group mothers whose husbands were permanently 

absent were more l i k e l y to report p r a c t i c a l problems associated with 

that absence than were mothers whose husbands were not absent. 

2. In the working c l a s s group mothers whose husbands were not absent 

were more l i k e l y to have been i n paid employment since the b i r t h of 

th e i r c h i l d than were mothers whose husbands were intermittently absent. 

3. 66% of middle c l a s s mothers whose husbands were permanently absent 

reported p r a c t i c a l problems and 83% emotional problems associated with 

that absence. 

4. 40% of middle c l a s s mothers whose husbands were intermittently 

absent reported p r a c t i c a l problems and 50% emotional problems associated 

with that absence. 

5. 87,5% of working c l a s s mothers whose husbands were permanently 

absent reported p r a c t i c a l problems and 50% reported emotional problems 

associated with that absence. 

6. 10% of working c l a s s mothers whose husbands were intermittently 

absent reported p r a c t i c a l problems and 50% reported emotional problems 

associated with that absence. 

Father Absence and the Children i n Their Environment 

The investigation of the children i n t h e i r environment had two aims 

The f i r s t was to discover whether any differences i n the environment of 

the children could be detected, i n p a r t i c u l a r differences in the 

interaction between mothers and t h e i r children that could be related to 
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absence of the father. The second aim was to examine whether 

differences i n the environment of the children which were associated 

with absence of the father could be linked with differences i n the 

cognitive development and incidence of enotional and behavioural 

problems observed i n the chi l d r e n . 

I t has been suggested that any ef f e c t s observed i n children whose 

fathers are away a r i s e because of problems i n the relationship between 

mothers and children which are brought about as a r e s u l t of the 

d i f f i c u l t i e s mothers experience managing children alone (Hoffman, 1971; 

Kriesberg, 1967; Lewis & Weinraub, 1976). Data was produced from the 

present study to indicate that many mothers who are divorced or whose 

husbands are i n the Royal Navy do report both emotional and p r a c t i c a l 

problems associated with absence of the father. No detailed examination 

of the mothers and t h e i r problems was undertaken for two reasons. The 

f i r s t was that the researcher had no c l i n i c a l t raining and so was not 

able to make an accurate assessment of the mothers• psychological 

s t a t e . The second reason, a l s o r e l a t e d to the lack of c l i n i c a l 

t r aining of the researcher, was that, i n most cases, w h i l s t the mothers 

were w i l l i n g to ta l k a t great length about t h e i r children, they were 

far l e s s w i l l i n g to talk about themselves and t h e i r own problems. 

However, examination of the interview data revealed that the most 

commonly reported emotional problems were depression, anxiety and 

lone l i n e s s . Reports of p r a c t i c a l problems centered around c h i l d 

management and, i n the divorced women, economic problems. 

The number of divorced women who reported emotional problems 

was higher than the number of naval wives who reported them, but the 
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differences within age l e v e l s and within s o c i a l c l a s s e s was not 

s i g n i f i c a n t . One difference was observed, however, i n the nature of 

the problems reported i n that the divorced women referred to problems 

that were always with them, w h i l s t with only s i x exceptions, the 

naval wives reporting emotional problems s a i d they were only there 

when t h e i r husbands were away. There was no difference between middle 

c l a s s naval wives and divorced women i n t h e i r report of p r a c t i c a l 

problems. Also, within the group of working c l a s s mothers there was no 

difference i n the report of p r a c t i c a l problems by divorced women and 

naval wives with children aged between 5 and 7 years, but there was 

a difference between the mothers of children aged between 8 and 11 years 

Naval wives i n t h i s group reported fewer p r a c t i c a l problems than 

divorced women. 

In spite of the f a c t that many mothers reported p r a c t i c a l and 

emotional problems associated with absence of the father few differences 

were found between the mothers i n the way they interacted with t h e i r 

children that could be associated with absence of the father. Several 

aspects of the inter a c t i o n were examined. These were mothers' opinions 

about the functions of toys, t h e i r willingness to answer d i f f i c u l t 

questions put by t h e i r children and t h e i r willingness to chatter with 

them. Strategies used by the mothers to control t h e i r children i n 

hypothetical s i t u a t i o n s were examined, together with the frequency 

with which mothers read to t h e i r children and took them on outings. 

I n the mothers of children aged between 5 and 7 years only two 

findings were obtained that indicated that father absence had an 

ef f e c t on the way mothers interacted with t h e i r children. One of these 
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was related to mothers' opinions about the uses of toys and the other 

was the mothers' willingness to chatter with t h e i r children. 

Within the sub-group of working c l a s s mothers of boys, those who 

were divorced were more l i k e l y than naval wives and women whose 

husbands were never away to emphasise the use of toys as a means of 

keeping t h e i r sons occupied. The naval wives and those whose husbands 

were never away emphasised educational and child-oriented functions. 

This finding i s further supported by the r e s u l t that only amongst 

divorced women did opinions about the use of toys vary with the s o c i a l 

c l a s s of the mothers and the sex of the c h i l d . In t h i s group working 

c l a s s mothers of boys were more l i k e l y than working c l a s s mothers of 

g i r l s and middle c l a s s mothers of boys to emphasise mother centered 

rather than c h i l d centered functions a This r e s u l t was not repeated 

i n the responses of mothers of children aged between 8 and 11 years. 

Here i t was sex of c h i l d that was the only factor to influence the 

mothers' responses. Mothers of boys emphasised mother-centered 

fxinctions such as keeping children occupied by themselves, w h i l s t 

mothers of g i r l s emphasised child-centered functions such as to 

enable children to find out things. 

Bernstein and Brandis (1970) state that to view toys as a means 

of keeping children occupied by themselves indicates a concern by 

mothers to l i m i t i n t e r a c t i o n with t h e i r c hildren. Therefore, i t i s 

necessary to consider why divorced mothers of working c l a s s boys i n 

the younger group and a l l mothers of boys i n the older group should 

wish to l i m i t i n t e r a c t i o n with t h e i r sons. 
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There i s some evidence t h a t boys a r e p h y s i c a l l y punished more 

than g i r l s (Maccoby & J a c k l i n , 1974; Minton e t a l , 1971; Newson & 

Newson, 1976), There i s a l s o evidence t h a t t h i s i s due, i n p a r t t o 

the boys' behaviour, Minton e t a l (1971) found, i n a study of 

c h i l d r e n aged 2 y e a r s o l d t h a t boys con^Jlied more sl o w l y to d i r e c t i o n s 

than d i d g i r l s and t h a t mothers needed to e x e r t more p r e s s u r e on boys 

to ensure compliance. I t may be, t h e r e f o r e t h a t mothers f i n d boys 

more d i f f i c u l t t o c o n t r o l than g i r l s and see toys a s a means of keeping 

the boys out of t r o u b l e . The f a c t t h a t the over a l l sex d i f f e r e n c e 

does n o f a p p e a r u n t i l the c h i l d r e n - a r e a t l e a s t ' 8 - y e a r s of.age may • 

i n d i c a t e t h a t the d i f f i c u l t y t h a t the mothers have i n c o n t r o l l i n g 

t h e i r sons i n c r e a s e s a s the boys grow o l d e r . T h i s may be tr u e f o r two 

re a s o n s . The f i r s t , p o i n t e d out by Maccoby and J a c k l i n (1974) i s t h a t , 

a s the o f t e n e r punishment i s a d m i n i s t e r e d the l e s s e f f e c t i t has, i n 

boys a s p i r a l i s c r e a t e d i n t h a t the s e v e r i t y o f punishment needed to 

c o n t r o l the boys* behaviour i n c r e a s e s , with the frequency of the 

punishment. The second reason i s t h a t a s the boys grow o l d e r and 

stro n g e r , they may become p h y s i c a l l y more d i f f i c u l t t o r e s t r a i n . 

W h i l s t t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n may account f o r the f i n d i n g i n the mothers 

of o l d e r c h i l d r e n , i t cannot e x p l a i n why mothers i n the working c l a s s 

who have sons aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned 

w i t h l i m i t i n g i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h them compared to o t h e r mothers of 

c h i l d r e n of the same age. Some evidence was uncovered from t e a c h e r s ' 

r e p o r t s t h a t t h e s e boys might be more d i f f i c u l t t o manage than the 

o t h e r c h i l d r e n o f the same age i n the sample. A l l th r e e c h i l d r e n of 

d i v o r c e d p a r e n t s who were r e p o r t e d by t e a c h e r s to e x h i b i t p s y c h i a t r i c 
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disorder were working c l a s s boys. A l l other sub-groups had one or no 

children reported by teachers as exhibiting p s y c h i a t r i c disorder. In 

addition, of the f i v e divorced women i n the working c l a s s four were 

judged by the researcher to have moderate to severe d i f f i c u l t i e s . Two 

mothers were taking t r a n q u i l i s e r s and one of these was v i s i t i n g 

a p s y c h i a t r i s t . One other mother reported serious f i n a n c i a l problems 

and the fourth expressed anxiety about her son who had been extremely 

distressed since her divorce. Only one of the working c l a s s naval 

wives with sons reported that she had great d i f f i c u l t y managing when 

her husband was away and she reported feelings of depression and 

loneliness during h i s absence. 

Therefore the mothers may have wanted to l i m i t interaction with 

t h e i r sons, both because the boys were d i f f i c u l t to manage and because 

they themselves had d i f f i c u l t y i n coping with t h e i r l i v e s . However, as 

these things are only related, i t i s not possible to identify patterns 

of causation i n that r e l a t i o n s h i p . The d i f f i c u l t c h i l d may produce 

the mothers'problems or e l s e the desire to l i m i t i n t e r a c t i o n with the 

children might come from a general d i f f i c u l t y i n r e l a t i n g to others. 

This i t s e l f might have been a contributing factor i n the marital 

d i f f i c u l t i e s and divorce. However, the r e s u l t does provide some 

support for the theory that absence of the father has an e f f e c t on the 

interaction between mothers and children. 

The second r e s u l t indicating that father absence affected mother 

c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n involved naval mothers and t h e i r children aged 

between 5 and 7 years. I t was found that i n t h i s group mothers of 

g i r l s were more w i l l i n g to chatter with t h e i r children than were 
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mothers of boys. This sex difference was not found in the interaction 

of divorced women or i n the interaction of wives whose husbands were 

never away. 

The f a i l u r e to find t h i s r e s u l t i n mothers who were divorced 

suggested that a factor other than the physical or psychological 

absence of the father was influencing the interaction between the 

mothers and t h e i r sons in the naval group. Intermittent absence of the 

father might i n t e r f e r e with t h i s interaction for a number of reasons. 

For example, there i s some evidence that boys whose fathers are 

intermittently away have an i d e a l i s e d view of them (Bach, 1946; Lynn 

& Sawrey, 1959), The father who i s only sometimes present may be 

viewed as more importcuit by the boy than the mother who i s always at 

home. Both of these factors could cause d i f f i c u l t i e s and distance . 

between mothers and t h e i r sons. I t i s not possible to t e s t t h i s 

d i r e c t l y as the r e l a t i o n s h i p between fathers and t h e i r children was 

not examined i n d e t a i l . However, no evidence was produced from the 

mothers* reports that fathers i n the navy were more involved with 

t h e i r children than were fathers who were never away from home. I t may 

be that more detailed study of the fathers and t h e i r sons may have 

uncovered differences, but t h i s needs to be examined further. 

Another explanation might be that boys have more emotional and 

behavioural problems when t h e i r fathers are away intermittently and 

t h i s a f f e c t s t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p with t h e i r mothers. Against t h i s , 

there was no evidence that boys whose fathers were i n the Royal Navy 

had more problems than g i r l s . Of the five naval children reported by 

mothers to exhibit a large enough number of problems to indicate 
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p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r , t h r e e were g i r l s and two were boys. A l s o when 

the i n c i d e n c e o f problems e x h i b i t e d by boys i n the thr e e absence groups 

was compared, those i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t group had no more problems than 

the o t h e r two groups. 

The f a i l u r e to f i n d d i f f e r e n c e s between mothers whose husbands 

were i n the Royal Navy i n the way they i n t e r a c t e d w i t h t h e i r sons and 

daughters aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s i n d i c a t e d e i t h e r t h a t the 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n i n t e r a c t i o n disappeared as the c h i l d r e n grew o l d e r , or 

e l s e they were o n l y found i n some f a m i l i e s from which the f a t h e r was 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away. F u r t h e r r e s e a r c h i n v e s t i g a t i n g n a v a l f a m i l i e s i s 

ne c e s s a r y i n order t o e s t a b l i s h under what c o n d i t i o n s i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence of the f a t h e r a f f e c t s i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers and t h e i r 

sons. 

No evidence was obt a i n e d t o i n d i c a t e t h a t , i n the younger group 

of c h i l d r e n , the s t r a t e g i e s used by mothers to c o n t r o l them d i f f e r e d 

depending on whether the women were d i v o r c e d , had husbands i n the 

Royal Navy or husbands who were never away from home. 

I n the mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s no 

d i f f e r e n c e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h absence o f the f a t h e r could be foiind 

i n t h e i r w i l l i n g n e s s to c h a t t e r w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n , t o answer 

d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s put by t h e i r c h i l d r e n , i n t h e i r o p i n i o n s 

about the f u n c t i o n s o f toys nor i n t h e i r use of avoidance or support 

s t r a t e g i e s i n d e a l i n g w i t h problem behaviour e x h i b i t e d by t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n . However, mothers whose husbands were never away from 

home d i d appear to use the punishment s t r a t e g y more than d i d 

n a v a l wives and mothers who were d i v o r c e d . When p a i r e d 
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comparisons were made between the thr e e absence groups, they were not 

l a r g e enough to be s i g n i f i c a n t . T h e r e f o r e t h i s r e s u l t may have been 

produced by chance f a c t o r s . Support f o r t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n comes from 

the f a i l u r e to f i n d t h i s e f f e c t i n mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between 

5 and 7 y e a r s . A l s o p r e v i o u s r e s e a r c h had i n d i c a t e d t h a t d i v o r c e d 

women a r e more l i k e l y than non-divorced women to use i m p e r a t i v e s 

(Hess & Shipman, 1965) and power a s s e r t i o n i n c o n t r o l l i n g t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n (Hoffman, 1971; Santrock, 1975). 

No evidence was obt a i n e d from the r e s u l t s o f the B f o g r a p h i c a l and 

Environmental Q u e s t i o n n a i r e t h a t t h e r e was any d i f f e r e n c e between 

mothers of c h i l d r e n a t e i t h e r age l e v e l i n the frequency w i t h which 

they read to t h e i r c h i l d r e n o r took them on o u t i n g s . 

T h e r e f o r e , the p r e d i c t i o n t h a t marked d i f f e r e n c e s would be d e t e c t e d 

i n the way i n which mothers i n t e r a c t e d w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n depending on 

the presence o r aJbsence o f the f a t h e r was not supported by the f i n d i n g s 

o f t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . T h i s may have been because such d i f f e r e n c e s d i d 

not e x i s t or because the measures used were inadequate t o d e t e c t them. 

I t has been suggested t h a t absence of the f a t h e r may a f f e c t the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n because o f the 

d i f f i c u l t i e s faced by mothers r e a r i n g c h i l d r e n s i n g l e handed (Hoffman, 

1971; K r i e s b e r g , 1967). F u r t h e r , the p r o p o s i t i o n has been advanced 

t h a t i t i s problems t h a t the mother has i n r e l a t i n g to h er c h i l d which 

produce the e f f e c t s o f f a t h e r absence on the c h i l d (Lewis & Weinraub, 

1976). There a r e o t h e r s who a s s e r t t h a t the p a t h o l o g i c a l nature o f the 

one p a r e n t f a m i l y has been overemphasised and the e f f e c t s t h a t such 

a s i t u a t i o n has on the mother have been o v e r e s t i m a t e d (Brandwein 

e t a l , 1974). Naval wives and d i v o r c e d women, both i n t h i s study an6 
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i n o t h e r s have r e p o r t e d e x p e r i e n c i n g problems a r i s i n g from having t o 

cope w i t h a f a m i l y s i n g l e handed, whether t e m p o r a r i l y o r permanently 

( C a r t e r S C l i c k , 1970; F r e u d e n t h a l , 1959; Marsden; 1969, Matthews, 

1969; Seebohm, 1973). However i t may be t h a t i n most ca s e s these 

problems a r e coped w i t h s u f f i c i e n t l y w e l l t o pr e v e n t d i f f i c u l t i e s 

a r i s i n g between them and t h e i r c h i l d r e n . A f u r t h e r p o i n t i s t h a t 

only women who a c t i v e l y v o l u n t e e r e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the p r e s e n t 

study were i n c l u d e d i n the s a i r ^ l e and t h i s may have excluded the women 

who were managing l e a s t w e l l (Herzog & Sudia, 1970). 

The second a l t e r n a t i v e t h a t c o u l d account f o r the f a i l u r e to f i n d , 

e f f e c t s o f t he f a t h e r on the i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers and c h i l d r e n 

r e l a t e s to the method of assessment o f t h a t i n t e r a c t i o n t h a t was 

employed. Mothers' r e p o r t s o f t h e i r behaviour were used. I t has been 

s t a t e d t h a t s e l f r e p o r t t e c h n i q u e s a r e not accxirate i n a s s e s s i n g a c t u a l 

behaviour ( f o r example, see Hetherington & Martin, 1972), S c h a f f e r 

(1977) suggests t h a t t h e r e i s no necesseiry r e l a t i o n s h i p between what 

mothers say they do and what they i n f a c t do. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t 

what they a r e a c t u a l l y r e p o r t i n g i s what they t h i n k they ought to do, 

or what they t h i n k the r e s e a r c h e r e x p e c t s . I t may be, t h e r e f o r e t h a t 

the o n l y a c c u r a t e assessment o f mother c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n i s by 

o b s e r v a t i o n o f t h a t i n t e r a c t i o n . However, here too, the problems a r e 

g r e a t (Hetherington & Martin, 1972) . Ob s e r v a t i o n i n l a b o r a t o r y 

s e t t i n g s may not a c c u r a t e l y a s s e s s what happens i n the home and 

n a t u r a l i s t i c o b s e r v a t i o n has many problems of c o n t r o l . I n s p i t e o f 

the s e problems, the c u r r e n t t r e n d i n f a m i l y r e s e a r c h i s towards 

d i r e c t o b s e r v a t i o n and a study employing t h e s e t e c h n i q u e s might 
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uncover more i n f o r m a t i o n about how the network of i n t e r a c t i o n s w i t h i n 

a f a m i l y changes i n the absence of the f a t h e r (Lewis & Weinraub, 1976). 

Two r e s u l t s not i n v o l v i n g absence of the f a t h e r were obtained i n 

the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers and c h i l d r e n . These 

were t h a t a t both age l e v e l s middle c l a s s mothers were more w i l l i n g 

than working c l a s s mothers to c h a t t e r w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n and t h a t , 

a t the younger age l e v e l mothers o f g i r l s were more l i k e l y to answer 

d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n s than were mothers o f boys. The f i n d i n g t h a t middle 

c l a s s mothers i n t e r a c t v e r b a l l y w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n more than do 

working c l a s s mothers has o f t e n been reported (e.g. B e r n s t e i n & B r a n d i s , 

1970; Cook, 1973; Hess & Shipman, 1965). I n the younger age l e v e l 

mothers may have been more w i l l i n g to answer q u e s t i o n s from daughters 

than from sons because o f a g r e a t e r w i l l i n g n e s s to i n t e r a c t v e r b a l l y 

w i t h t h e i r daughters. However, Maccoby and J a c k l i n (1974) r e v i e w i n g 

the l i t e r a t u r e on m o t h e r - c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n r e p o r t c o n f l i c t i n g r e s u l t s . 

Sometimes mothers were found to i n t e r a c t more w i t h t h e i r daughters and 

sometimes they were not. No o t h e r a s p e c t of i n t e r a c t i o n i n v e s t i g a t e d 

i n t h i s study i n d i c a t e d the presence o f such an o v e r a l l sex d i f f e r e n c e , 

nor were any sex d i f f e r e n c e s found when the r e s u l t s o f mothers o f 

c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s were examined. Therefore the 

c o n c l u s i o n of Maccoby and J a c k l i n (1974) t h a t w i t h r e s p e c t to sex 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n the way mothers i n t e r a c t w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n t h a t 

(p.312) ' r e s u l t s a r e h i g h l y v a r i a b l e ' has been borne o u t by t h i s 

study. No c o n c l u s i o n s about the e x i s t e n c e of s t a b l e sex d i f f e r e n c e s 

i n m o t h e r - c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n a r e p o s s i b l e from t h i s r e s u l t . 
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I n a d d i t i o n to the i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n , 

other a s p e c t s o f the environment were examined. F a t h e r absence had 

no e f f e c t on the number of s c h o o l s attended by the c h i l d r e n , nor on 

whether they were r e p o r t e d by t h e i r mothers to be happy a t s c h o o l . 

There was no d i f f e r e n c e between n a v a l f a t h e r s and f a t h e r s never away 

from home i n t h e i r involvement w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n . Mothers r e p o r t e d 

no d i f f e r e n c e s between the f a t h e r s i n the frequency w i t h which they 

read to t h e i r c h i l d r e n o r took them on o u t i n g s , nor i n the e x t e n t to 

which they took a b i g p a r t i n managing them. 

However, few f a t h e r s i n the d i v o r c e d group maintained r e g u l a r 

c o n t a c t w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n . I n the group of c h i l d r e n aged between 

5 and 7 y e a r s t h r e e f a t h e r s out of 15 maintained c o n t a c t , w h i l s t i n 

the group of c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s s i x f a t h e r s out o f 

14 maintained c o n t a c t and four were working c l a s s f a t h e r s of boys. 

There were o n l y two i n d i c a t i o n s o f environmental d i f f e r e n c e s and 

these were found i n the working c l a s s f a m i l i e s . I n the f a m i l i e s o f 

c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s those w i t h a f a t h e r p r e s e n t i n 

the home were more l i k e l y than d i v o r c e d f a m i l i e s t o own t h e i r own 

home. The f i n d i n g t h a t the d i v o r c e d f a m i l i e s d i d not own houses was 

not s u r p r i s i n g g i v e n the economic d i f f i c u l t i e s r e p o r t e d by s i n g l e 

p a r e n t f a m i l i e s ( F i n e r , 1974; Marsden, 1969; Wynn, 1964). F i n a l l y , 

i n the f a m i l i e s o f c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s those women 

whose husbands were not away from home were more f r e q u e n t l y working 

than those whose husbands were i n the Navy. T h i s might be accounted 

f o r by one f i n d i n g . That was t h a t the most f r e q u e n t type o f oc c u p a t i o n 

r e p o r t e d by working c l a s s women was s h i f t work i n f a c t o r i e s . They 
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worked a t times when t h e i r husbands were home, e i t h e r i n the evenings 

or through the n i g h t . When the husband i s away i n t e r m i t t e n t l y t h i s type 

of work would r e q u i r e t h a t the mothers found someone to look a f t e r t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n , t h e r e f o r e making such a job more d i f f i c u l t . 

The second aim of the study of the c h i l d r e n i n t h e i r environment 

was to examine whether d i f f e r e n c e s i n the environment of the c h i l d r e n 

which accompanied permanent or i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r c o u l d 

be l i n k e d w i t h d i f f e r e n c e s i n the c o g n i t i v e development and i n c i d e n c e 

of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n the c h i l d r e n . Given t h a t so 

few environmental d i f f e r e n c e s were found i t could not be expected t h a t 

such an endeavour would meet w i t h much s u c c e s s . Only i n one i n s t a n c e 

was t h i s p o s s i b l e , i n the case of a f i n d i n g r e l a t i n g t o c o g n i t i v e 

development. 

The r e s u l t s of the study o f c o g n i t i v e development d i d not 

demonstrate t h a t permanent o r i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r was 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s . When the WISC s c o r e s of the 

c h i l d r e n were compared, no d i f f e r e n c e s t h a t i n d i c a t e d the presence of 

such d e f i c i t s were d e t e c t e d i n those whose f a t h e r s were away 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y o r permanently. However, absence o f the f a t h e r was 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t p a t t e r n s of V e r b a l and Performance IQ s c o r e s 

found i n some of the c h i l d r e n . 

V e r b a l a b i l i t y has been shown to be more a f f e c t e d by environmental 

f a c t o r s than i s non-verbal a b i l i t y ( B e r n s t e i n , 1961; F r a s e r , 1958; 

Vernon, 1969; Walberg & Marjoribanks, 1973). However, when the 

p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t i t was absence o f the f a t h e r t h a t was e x e r t i n g 

a n e g a t i v e i n f l u e n c e on the v e r b a l a b i l i t y o f some c h i l d r e n and 
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a p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e on the v e r b a l a b i l i t y of o t h e r s was c o n s i d e r e d 

i n Chapter F i v e , i t was r e j e c t e d . The reason f o r the r e j e c t i o n 

d i f f e r e d depending on the r e s u l t examined. 

Two r e s u l t s r e f e r r e d o n l y to c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were away 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y . These were t h a t i n the younger age l e v e l middle c l a s s 

and working c l a s s boys whose f a t h e r s were i n the Royal Navy and 

t h e r e f o r e i n t e r m i t t e n t l y absent, obtained Performance IQ s c o r e s h i g h e r 

than V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s . I n the o l d e r sample middle c l a s s male and 

female n a v a l c h i l d r e n obtained V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s h i g h e r than Performance 

IQ s c o r e s . The e x p l a n a t i o n t h a t i t was d e p r i v a t i o n o f the f a t h e r or 

o f some f u n c t i o n normally f u l f i l l e d by him was r e j e c t e d here because 

those c h i l d r e n f o r whom the absence was more extreme, t h a t i s those 

whose p a r e n t s were d i v o r c e d , d i d not e x h i b i t t h i s p a t t e r n . 

Other environmental v a r i a b l e s t h a t have been shown to be r e l a t e d 

to the v e r b a l a b i l i t y of c h i l d r e n a l s o c o u l d not be used to account f o r 

t h i s r e s u l t . These environmental v a r i a b l e s a r e s o c i a l c l a s s , ( B e r n s t e i n , 

1961; Vernon, 1969); poor housing c o n d i t i o n s (Davie e t a l , 1972; 

Douglas, 1964) and f a m i l y s i z e (Douglas e t a l , 1968; R u t t e r , T i z a r d & 

Whitmore, 1970). A l l t h r e e were c o n t r o l l e d i n t h i s s t udy. Performance 

IQ h i g h e r than V e r b a l IQ has been foxand to be r e l a t e d to emotional 

d i s t u r b a n c e i n c h i l d r e n ( W i l l i a m s , 1961), but i t has a l r e a d y been 

s t a t e d t h a t no evidence was found i n Chapter S i x to i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e s e 

boys had more emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems than other c h i l d r e n . 

There i s one v a r i a b l e t h a t has been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h v e r b a l a b i l i t y 

i n c h i l d r e n t h a t might be important here and t h a t i s the i n t e r a c t i o n 

between mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n ( B e r n s t e i n , 1961; Robinson, 1972). 
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I t was found t h a t i n the f a m i l i e s o f c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 

from which the f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away, mothers were l e s s 

l i k e l y to c h a t t e r w i t h t h e i r sons than w i t h t h e i r daughters. Only i n 

t h i s gro\sp o f mothers was t h i s sex d i f f e r e n c e found. When the r e s u l t 

was examined e a r l i e r i t was suggested t h a t i n t e n n i t t e n t absence of the 

f a t h e r might b r i n g about problems i n the r e l a t i o n s h i p between mothers 

and t h e i r sons, reducing the amount of v e r b a l i n t e r a c t i o n between them. 

However t h e r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d from the o l d e r c h i l d r e n and t h e i r mothers 

i n d i c a t e t h a t n e i t h e r lower l e v e l s of v e r b a l i n t e r a c t i o n between women 

and t h e i r sons, nor Performance IQ lower than V e r b a l IQ a r e an 

i n e v i t a b l e outcome of i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r . I n the study 

o f c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s no evidence was produced t h a t 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r had any e f f e c t on the way i n which 

mothers i n t e r a c t e d w i t h t h e i r sons. A l s o when the p a t t e r n of IQ s c o r e s 

o btained by the c h i l d r e n i n t h i s group were examined they were found to 

vary w i t h t h e i r s o c i a l c l a s s . I n the working c l a s s group both boys and 

g i r l s o b t a i n e d Performance IQ s c o r e s h i g h e r than V e r b a l , but i n the 

middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n , both boys and g i r l s o b t a i n e d V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s 

h i g h e r than Performance. F u r t h e r examination of the r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n 

na v a l f a m i l i e s would be n e c e s s a r y t o determine under what c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the f a t h e r r e s u l t s i n mothers' u n w i l l i n g n e s s to 

i n t e r a c t w i t h t h e i r sons and whether when t h i s o c c u r s i t i s a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h d e p r e s s e d v e r b a l a b i l i t y i n the boys. 

I n the sample of c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s i t has been 

r e p o r t e d t h a t the p a t t e r n o f IQ s c o r e s o b t a i n e d v a r i e d w i t h the type 

of f a t h e r absence and the s o c i a l c l a s s o f the c h i l d r e n . I n the middle 
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c l a s s c h i l d r e n , o n l y i n those whose f a t h e r s were away i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

were marked d i f f e r e n c e s between Perfonnance and Ve r b a l IQ s c o r e s 

observed. Both male and female middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s 

were absent i n t e r m i t t e n t l y obtained V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s h i g h e r than 

Performance IQ, Given t h a t v e r b a l a b i l i t y i s more a f f e c t e d by 

environmental i n f l u e n c e s than non-verbal ( B e r n s t e i n , 1961; F r a s e r , 

1958; Vernon, 1969; Walberg & Marjoribanks, 1973), t h i s suggested t h a t 

some a s p e c t s o f the environment of these c h i l d r e n were e x e r t i n g 

a p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e on t h e i r v e r b a l a b i l i t y . No evidence was obtained 

from the study of middle c l a s s mothers t h a t those whose husbands were 

i n the Royal Navy i n t e r a c t e d any d i f f e r e n t l y w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n from 

any of the o t h e r middle c l a s s mothers. However, i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t 

other c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the environment were e x e r t i n g a p o s i t i v e 

i n f l u e n c e on the c h i l d r e n . 

Jordan, Radin and E p s t e i n (1975) r e p o r t e d t h a t the IQ of middle 

c l a s s boys was p o s i t i v e l y r e l a t e d to p a t e r n a l n u r t u r a n c e . For g i r l s 

t h e r e was evidence t h a t l a c k of independence from the f a t h e r and 

p r e s s u r e from him was n e g a t i v e l y r e l a t e d t o i n t e l l i g e n c e . I t may be 

t h a t i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r produces the optimum f a t h e r -

c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p f o r c o g n i t i v e development. I t may encourage 

independence i n g i r l s as the f a t h e r i s not always a t home and f o s t e r 

a n u r t u r a n t r e l a t i o n s h i p between f a t h e r s and sons, who may be c l o s e r 

when the f a t h e r i s a t home. However, such an e x p l a n a t i o n can only 

be s p e c u l a t i v e . 

T h i s p a t t e r n o f s c o r e s i s one most f r e q u e n t l y found i n middle 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n . Family v a r i a b l e s o t h e r than i n t e r a c t i o n between 
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mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n have been put forward to account f o r t h i s . 

For example emphasis on school performance and encouragement of 

achievement ( F r a s e r , 1958; Hanson, 1975; Honzik, 1967) a l s o the 

p r o v i s i o n of models o f i n t e l l e c t u a l i n t e r e s t s and a c t i v i t i e s (Hanson, 

1975) have been shown to be p o s i t i v e l y r e l a t e d t o the v e r b a l a b i l i t y of 

c h i l d r e n . I t may be t h a t these f e a t u r e s a r e more common i n middle 

c l a s s n a v a l f a m i l i e s than i n o t h e r middle c l a s s f a m i l i e s . However, i n 

the c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s s t u d i e d here V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s 

higher than Performance was found t o be a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of middle 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n i n g e n e r a l r a t h e r than a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c p a r t i c u l a r l y 

noted i n middle c l a s s n a v a l c h i l d r e n . A l s o , i t has a l r e a d y been s t a t e d 

t h a t i n one group of f i v e middle c l a s s boys whose f a t h e r s were i n the 

Royal Navy Performance IQ higher than V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s were observed. 

I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the e f f e c t s of the p o s i t i v e f e a t u r e s of the middle 

c l a s s n a v a l f a m i l y do not appear u n t i l a f t e r the c h i l d r e n are aged 

8 y e a r s o l d . Or i t may be t h a t such a p a t t e r n of s c o r e s i s simply one 

t h a t i s found i n some middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n and the f a c t t h a t , i n t h i s 

c a s e , the c h i l d r e n have f a t h e r s i n the Royal Navy i s i n c i d e n t a l . 

F u r t h e r study o f the p a t t e r n s of a b i l i t i e s found i n middle c l a s s 

n a v a l c h i l d r e n would be n e c e s s a r y b e f o r e a d e c i s i o n could be made 

between the two a l t e r n a t i v e s . 

I n the o l d e r age l e v e l , working c l a s s c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were 

away permanently and i n t e r m i t t e n t l y o btained V e r b a l IQ s c o r e s lower 

than Performance IQ s c o r e s . The e x p l a n a t i o n t h a t t h i s was due to 

d e p r i v a t i o n of something normally provided by the f a t h e r was r e j e c t e d 

f o r two r e l a t e d r e a s o n s . F i r s t , s t u d i e s t h a t have i n d i c a t e d a p o s i t i v e 

317 



r e l a t i o n s h i p between f a t h e r - c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n and the c o g n i t i v e 

development of c h i l d r e n have i n d i c a t e d t h a t the r e l a t i o n s h i p i s 

s t r o n g e s t i n the middle c l a s s f a m i l y (Jordan, Radin & E p s t e i n , 1975; 

Radin, 1973). Also s t u d i e s of c h i l d r e a r i n g i n d i c a t e t h a t the middle 

c l a s s f a t h e r i s more i n v o l v e d w i t h h i s c h i l d r e n than i s the working 

c l a s s f a t h e r . ( B e n s o n , 1968; Kohn & C a r r o l l , 1960; Lynn, 1974; Newson 

& Newson, 1968). T h e r e f o r e , i f the depressed v e r b a l s c o r e r e s u l t e d 

from d e p r i v a t i o n of something u s u a l l y provided by the f a t h e r , middle 

c l a s s c h i l d r e n should a l s o be a f f e c t e d . However, t h i s was not found 

to be the c a s e . 

I n common with the younger group, i t was found t h a t a l l working 

c l a s s mothers c h a t t e r e d l e s s w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n than d i d middle c l a s s 

mothers, so the r e s u l t s c o u l d not be a t t r i b u t e d to lower l e v e l s o f 

v e r b a l i n t e r a c t i o n only found i n the absence groups. The p o s s i b i l i t y 

t h a t the p a t t e r n o f s c o r e s was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f 

emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems was r e j e c t e d f o r two r e a s o n s . One 

because t h e r e was no evidence a t t h i s age l e v e l l i n k i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence o f the f a t h e r w i t h a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems. Two because 

a higher i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems was found i n 

both middle c l a s s and working c l a s s c h i l d r e n o f d i v o r c e d p a r e n t s , 

w h i l s t the depressed v e r b a l a b i l i t y r e l a t i v e t o non-verbal was o n l y 

found i n the working c l a s s c h i l d r e n . 

Radin (1976) has suggested t h a t absence of the f a t h e r may o n l y 

a f f e c t c h i l d r e n o f i n t e r m e d i a t e socioeconomic s t a t u s . She c o n s i d e r s 

t h a t i n the lowest socioeconomic s t a t u s , t h a t i s where f a t h e r s a r e i n 

u n s k i l l e d j o b s or a r e unemployed, the environment i s so d i f f i c u l t t h a t 
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absence o f the f a t h e r makes no d i f f e r e n c e , w h i l s t i n the middle c l a s s 

home the r e a r e enough r e s o u r c e s to make up f o r absence of the f a t h e r . 

Only i n the i n t e r m e d i a t e group would the e x t r a s t r e s s t h a t absence o f 

the f a t h e r puts on a f a m i l y be important. The working c l a s s c h i l d r e n 

i n the p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n came from f a m i l i e s i n which the f a t h e r s 

had o c c u p a t i o n s ranging from the s t a t u s of foreman down to u n s k i l l e d 

manual worker and i t may be t h a t the presence o f the h i g h e r s t a t u s 

o c c u p a t i o n s renders them i n t e r m e d i a t e i n the sense used by Radin (1976) 

I t may be t h a t g i v e n a l e v e l o f Performance IQ, absence o f the f a t h e r 

r e s u l t s i n environmental c o n d i t i o n s , o t h e r than those i n v e s t i g a t e d 

h ere, t h a t p r e v e n t the c h i l d r e n d e v e l o p i n g v e r b a l a b i l i t y as h igh as 

non-verbal. However, i t must be remembered t h a t the r e s u l t s do not 

i n d i c a t e a d e f i c i t i n v e r b a l a b i l i t y compared to the v e r b a l a b i l i t y 

of working c l a s s c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were not away, only a p a t t e r n 

of s c o r e s w i t h i n the permanent and i n t e r m i t t e n t absence groups. 

A more parsimonious e x p l a n a t i o n might a l s o be put forward. 

Performance IQ h i g h e r than V e r b a l IQ i s a p a t t e r n most o f t e n found i n 

working c l a s s c h i l d r e n ( B e r n s t e i n , 1 9 6 1 ) . I n both s t u d i e s o f c h i l d r e n 

aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s d e s c r i b e d above t h i s p a t t e r n was found i n 

the working c l a s s s a i i ^ l e a s a whole. I t has been suggested t h a t where 

absence of the f a t h e r has a n e g a t i v e e f f e c t on c o g n i t i v e a b i l i t y t h i s 

e f f e c t does not become apparent u n t i l a f t e r the c h i l d r e n reached the 

age of 8 y e a r s (Radin, 1976). However, i t would not be p o s s i b l e to 

use t h i s t o account f o r the d i f f e r e n c e s i n the r e s u l t s found i n the 

two age l e v e l s . As i n the younger c h i l d r e n t h i s p a t t e r n was found i n 

a l l those i n the working c l a s s r e g a r d l e s s of whether t h e i r f a t h e r s 

319 



were absent o r p r e s e n t , the f a i l u r e t o f i n d the same p a t t e r n i n 

c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s whose f a t h e r s were p r e s e n t 

suggests a change i n them r a t h e r than a change i n the c h i l d r e n whose 

f a t h e r s were absent. I n order to e x p l a i n the r e s u l t i t would be 

n e c e s s a r y to argue t h a t p o s i t i v e e f f e c t s of the f a t h e r ' s presence d i d 

not appear u n t i l the c h i l d r e n were aged 8 y e a r s and over. However, 

where p o s i t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p s between a t t r i b u t e s of the f a t h e r and 

c o g n i t i v e development o f the c h i l d r e n have been reported they have been 

found i n c h i l d r e n aged 4 years (Jordan, Radin & E p s t e i n , 1975 ; Radin, 1973) . 

Support f o r the s o c i a l c l a s s argument comes from the f a i l u r e of e a r l i e r 

r e s e a r c h to a s s o c i a t e absence o f the f a t h e r w i t h low l e v e l s o f v e r b a l 

a b i l i t y compared to non-verbal a b i l i t y ( A l t u s , 1958; B a r c l a y & Cusumano, 

1967; Landy, Rosenberg & Sutton-Smith, 1969; Nelson B, Maccoby, 1966). 

I n Chapter One, when the r e s e a r c h i n v e s t i g a t i n g the e f f e c t s o f 

f a t h e r absence on the c o g n i t i v e development of c h i l d r e n was reviewed, 

i t was suggested t h a t the d i s c r e p a n c i e s i n the f i n d i n g s r e p o r t e d were 

due f i r s t l y t o the f a i l u r e to c o n t r o l f o r v a r i a b l e s other than absence 

of the f a t h e r t h a t could have i n f l u e n c e d the r e s u l t s , and secondly to 

the f a c t t h a t many s t u d i e s examined o n l y c h i l d r e n from narrow 

p o p u l a t i o n s such as those r e f e r r e d t o c h i l d guidance c l i n i c s . I n the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n of c o g n i t i v e development r e p o r t e d here c h i l d r e n were 

drawn randomly from the p o p u l a t i o n o f a c i t y . They were matched f o r 

age, sex, s o c i a l c l a s s and number of s i b l i n g s . The reason f o r the 

absence was c l e a r l y d e f i n e d and the age o f o n s e t of the f a t h e r absence 

was c o n t r o l l e d . I n a d d i t i o n , no d i f f e r e n c e s i n the environment, of 

the c h i l d r e n c o n s i s t e n t l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h absence of the f a t h e r c o u l d 

be d e t e c t e d . 
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The r e s u l t s of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 

7 y e a r s and c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s f a i l e d to f i n d 

evidence f o r the e x i s t e n c e o f an a s s o c i a t i o n between absence o f the 

f a t h e r and c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s i n c h i l d r e n . Some d i f f e r e n c e s were 

found i n the p a t t e r n of IQ s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by the c h i l d r e n , but i n no 

case were these c o n s i s t e n t a c r o s s samples o f c h i l d r e n , nor could i t be 

demonstrated t h a t absence of the f a t h e r or environmental v a r i a b l e s 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h such absence were important i n determining these 

p a t t e r n s . 

The r e s u l t s of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l 

problems were d e s c r i b e d i n Chapter S i x . The main f i n d i n g r e l a t i n g t o 

the e f f e c t s o f permanent absence of the f a t h e r r e s u l t i n g from p a r e n t a l 

d i v o r c e was t h a t such absence was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h an i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e 

o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n c h i l d r e n . Evidence f o r t h i s 

came from parents*and t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 

7 y e a r s and c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s . The g r e a t e s t 

c o n s i s t e n c y between t e a c h e r s * and p a r e n t s * r e p o r t s was found i n the 

study of c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s . Mothers of boys and 

g i r l s from both s o c i a l c l a s s e s r e p o r t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e of problems 

i n t h e i r c h i l d r e n compared to mothers o f c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were 

never away or were away i n t e r m i t t e n t l y . I n t h i s age group t e a c h e r s a l s o 

r e p o r t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems i n middle c l a s s boys and 

working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were away permanently. F u r t h e r 

evidence t h a t i t was middle c l a s s boys and working c l a s s g i r l s who were 

p a r t i c u l a r l y a f f e c t e d came from the f i r s t study of c h i l d r e n aged 

between 5 and 7 y e a r s . I n t h i s study o n l y working c l a s s g i r l s whose 
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f a t h e r s were permanently away were r e p o r t e d by t h e i r mothers t o e x h i b i t 

a g r e a t e r number o f problems than working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s 

were never away. T e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t permanent absence 

r e s u l t e d i n a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems o n l y i n the case of middle 

c l a s s boys. 

Examination of the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r i n a l l 

c h i l d r e n s t u d i e d , r e v e a l e d t r e n d s to support these f i n d i n g s . One o t h e r 

p o i n t t h a t became apparent from t h a t examination r e l a t e d to working 

c l a s s boys. The mothers of boys i n d i v o r c e d f a m i l i e s r e p o r t e d them to 

have a high i n c i d e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r , whereas t e a c h e r s ' 

r e p o r t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t the i n c i d e n c e o f d i s o r d e r was high i n a l l 

working c l a s s boys and t h e r e was o n l y a m a r g i n a l l y h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e i n 

those from d i v o r c e d f a m i l i e s . F i n a l l y i n d i c a t i o n s from both mothers' 

and t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s were t h a t middle c l a s s g i r l s were l e a s t a f f e c t e d 

by permanent absence o f the f a t h e r . 

The a s s o c i a t i o n between i n t e r m i t t e n t absence and a hi g h e r 

i n c i d e n c e of problems was l e s s c l e a r . T eachers r e p o r t e d t h a t n e i t h e r 

the i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems nor the i n c i d e n c e 

of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r was any h i g h e r i n c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away than i n c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were never away from 

home. The examination o f mothers' r e p o r t s of c h i l d r e n aged between 8 

and 11 y e a r s a l s o r e v e a l e d no d i f f e r e n c e s between these two groups of 

c h i l d r e n . However i n d i c a t i o n s were o b t a i n e d from mothers' r e p o r t s of 

c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s t h a t some o f those c h i l d r e n whose 

f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away e x h i b i t e d a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f 

problems than c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were never away. I n the f i r s t 
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sample of c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s mothers' r e p o r t s showed 

t h a t working c l a s s g i r l s e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence o f the 

f a t h e r had s i g n i f i c a n t l y more problems than working c l a s s g i r l s whose 

f a t h e r s were not away. No s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e was found i n the 

i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r between n a v a l c h i l d r e n and c h i l d r e n 

whose f a t h e r s had not been away. However, i n both samples of c h i l d r e n 

aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s t h e r e was a t r e n d i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the 

i n c i d e n c e of such d i s o r d e r was higher both than t h a t found i n the 

g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n and than t h a t found i n the c h i l d r e n s t u d i e d here 

whose f a t h e r s were never away from home. 

When the r e s u l t s were examined i n Chapter S i x i t was s t a t e d t h a t 

they could not be a t t r i b u t e d to d e p r i v a t i o n o f the f a t h e r or f a t h e r i n g . 

A l l c h i l d r e n had e x p e r i e n c e d a t l e a s t one y e a r ' s absence of the f a t h e r 

before they reached the age of 5 y e a r s . I f p h y s i c a l absence of the 

f a t h e r had been important i t would be expected t h a t i n t e r m i t t e n t absence 

would be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h as high an i n c i d e n c e of problems as permanent 

absence. I f d u r a t i o n o f absence was important then i t would be expected 

t h a t c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t absence would e x h i b i t a h i g h e r 

number o f problems a s they grew o l d e r . F i n a l l y , i f i t was o n l y when the 

f a t h e r was no l onger p a r t of the f a m i l y t h a t h i s absence was important 

then i t would be expected t h a t i n t e r m i t t e n t absence should have no 

e f f e c t . None of t h e s e e x p e c t a t i o n s was found to be upheld. 

I t was f u r t h e r s t a t e d i n Chapter S i x t h a t e x p l a n a t i o n s f o r the 

f i n d i n g s might be d i s c o v e r e d i f the c u r r e n t environment o f the c h i l d r e n 

was examined. I n p a r t i c u l a r i t was expected t h a t a l i n k would be found 

between m o t h e r - c h i l d i n t e r a c t i o n and the i n c i d e n c e o f problems i n the 

323 



c h i l d r e n . However, the attempt t o l i n k d i f f e r e n c e s i n the environment 

o f the c h i l d r e n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h absence o f the f a t h e r and d i f f e r e n c e s 

i n the c h i l d r e n themselves a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h a t absence met w i t h 

l i t t l e s u c c e s s . 

The e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t absence of the f a t h e r would a f f e c t the 

i n t e r a c t i o n between the mother and her c h i l d was d e r i v e d from the f a c t 

t h a t women whose husbands a r e away i n t e r m i t t e n t l y or who a r e d i v o r c e d 

r e p o r t both emotional and p r a c t i c a l problems a s s o c i a t e d w i t h those 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ( C a r t e r & C l i c k , 1970; F r e u d e n t h a l , 1959; Marsden, 1969; 

Seebohm, 1973). I n some r e s e a r c h , e f f e c t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h absence of 

the f a t h e r t h a t have been found i n c h i l d r e n have been a t t r i b u t e d t o 

d i f f i c u l t i e s i n the r e l a t i o n s h i p between mothers and c h i l d r e n (Hoffman, 

1971; K r i e s b e r g , 1967). These d i f f i c u l t i e s come about, i t i s suggested, 

as a r e s u l t o f t he problems f a c e d by the s i n g l e mother. 

No evidence was obtained from the study of the way mothers 

i n t e r a c t e d w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n to show t h a t t h i s i n t e r a c t i o n was l i n k e d 

w i t h the h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems found 

i n c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g absence of the f a t h e r . No r e s u l t s were 

produced t h a t c o u l d account f o r t h e h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems 

observed i n c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were permanently away nor f o r the 

more pronounced e f f e c t found i n middle c l a s s boys and working c l a s s 

g i r l s . T h i s was so i n s p i t e o f the f a c t t h a t a number of the d i v o r c e d 

women d i d r e p o r t t h a t they e x p e r i e n c e d emotional and p r a c t i c a l problems 

r e l a t e d t o s i n g l e handed c h i l d - r e a r i n g and l i v i n g alone. 

The r e s u l t s o f the study demonstrated t h a t t h e r e was a more 

c o n s i s t e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p between permanent absence of the f a t h e r and an 

324 



i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n c h i l d r e n 

aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s than was found i n c h i l d r e n aged between 

5 and 7 y e a r s . No d i f f e r e n c e s were found i n the i n t e r a c t i o n between 

mothers and t h e i r c h i l d r e n i n the o l d e r age l e v e l t h a t were a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h permanent absence o f the f a t h e r . D i v o r c e d women w i t h c h i l d r e n 

aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s as w e l l a s those w i t h c h i l d r e n aged between 

8 and 11 y e a r s r e p o r t e d emotional and p r a c t i c a l problems. 

VJhen the f a i l u r e t o f i n d marked d i f f e r e n c e s between the mothers i n 

the way i n which they i n t e r a c t e d w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n was d i s c u s s e d 

e a r l i e r i n the ch a p t e r , one reason put forward to account f or the 

f a i l u r e was t h a t the measures used were not a p p r o p r i a t e . There the 

c r i t i c i s m made was t h a t mothers were a s k e d t o s a y what they d i d . No 

attempt was made t o observe what they a c t u a l l y d i d . A f u r t h e r p o i n t , 

r e l e v a n t here i s t h a t the measures used were o r i e n t a t e d t o a s s e s s the 

q u a n t i t y o f i n t e r a c t i o n between mothers and c h i l d r e n r a t h e r than the 

q u a l i t y . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t , w h i l s t the amount of i n t e r a c t i o n has 

been shown to be r e l a t e d t o the v e r b a l a b i l i t y o f c h i l d r e n , ( B e r n s t e i n 

6 B r a n d i s , 1970; B r a d l e y & C a l d w e l l , 1976) more d e t a i l e d examination 

o f the nature of the m o t h e r - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p would be n e c e s s a r y 

before l i n k s between t h a t and emotional and behavioixral problems i n 

the c h i l d r e n c o u l d be found. A c l o s e r s t u d y o f the mo t h e r - c h i l d 

r e l a t i o n s h i p i n f a m i l i e s i n which the p a r e n t s a r e divorced, i n c l u d i n g 

d i r e c t o b s e r v a t i o n o f the way the mothers and c h i l d r e n behaved towards 

each other, would perhaps uncover d i f f e r e n c e s r e l a t e d to emotional and 

b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n the c h i l d r e n . 
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W h i l s t no d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p could be foxind between n r a t h e r - c h i l d 

i n t e r a c t i o n and an i n c r e a s e i n the number o f problems e x h i b i t e d by the 

c h i l d r e n one r e s u l t l i n k e d the r e p o r t o f problems by the mothers w i t h 

a d i f f e r e n c e i n t h i s i n t e r a c t i o n . Working c l a s s d i v o r c e d women w i t h 

boys aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s emphasised f u n c t i o n s o f toys concerned 

w i t h l i m i t i n g i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n to a g r e a t e r e x t e n t than 

d i d other working c l a s s mothers o f boys. When the i n t e r v i e w s w i t h 

these d i v o r c e d women were examined four out of f i v e were found to 

express problems judged by the r e s e a r c h e r to be moderate to s e v e r e . No 

ot h e r working c l a s s group expressed such a high i n c i d e n c e of problems. 

However, wi t h o n l y f i v e mothers i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r sub-group and no 

evidence from any o t h e r mothers s t u d i e s , i t would be i n a p p r o p r i a t e on 

these grounds alone to make g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s about the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between problems e x p e r i e n c e d by mothers £ind t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

I t was s t a t e d t h a t the on l y r e s u l t s o btained from the examination 

of c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away i n d i c a t i n g t h a t 

such absence i n f l u e n c e d the i n c i d e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l 

problems came from mothers' r e p o r t s o f c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 

y e a r s . When mothers i n t h i s group were asked whether they e x p e r i e n c e d 

p r a c t i c a l problems r e l a t i n g t o t h e i r husband's absence mothers of 

the younger c h i l d r e n were more l i k e l y t o r e p o r t them than were mothers 

o f o l d e r c h i l d r e n and t h i s was most marked i n the working c l a s s group. 

Here the percentage o f mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 

r e p o r t i n g problems was 80%, w h i l s t o f the mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged 

between 8 and 11 y e a r s 10% re p o r t e d p r a c t i c a l problems. The same 
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t r e n d was v i s i b l e i n the middle c l a s s mothers, but i t was not so marked. 

80% of mothers o f c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s and 40% o f mothers 

of c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s r e p o r t e d problems. I t i s 

p o s s i b l e t h a t these r e s u l t s i n d i c a t e t h a t mothers manage i n t e r m i t t e n t 

absence of t h e i r husbands b e t t e r as t h e i r c h i l d r e n grow o l d e r and t h a t 

t h i s has an i n f l u e n c e on the i n c i d e n c e o f problems i n t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n . Other r e s e a r c h has shown a r e l a t i o n s h i p between the 

d i f f i c u l t i e s wives o f s e r v i c e m e n t have and emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l 

problems i n t h e i r c h i l d r e n (Gabower, 1960; Pederson, 1966). 

I f the environmental v a r i a b l e s examined i n the p r e s e n t study 

cannot be used to e x p l a i n the e f f e c t on c h i l d r e n of permanent absence 

of the f a t h e r then o t h e r e x p l a n a t i o n s f o r the f i n d i n g s must be sought. 

The f i r s t f i n d i n g to be accounted f o r i s the f a c t t h a t the i n c r e a s e d 

i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

permanent absence of the f a t h e r was most c o n s i s t e n t l y found i n c h i l d r e n 

aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s . There i s evidence t h a t , i n the g e n e r a l 

p o p u l a t i o n , problems a r e more common i n c h i l d r e n aged 8 y e a r s and o v e r 

than they a r e i n younger c h i l d r e n (Anthony, 1970). T h e r e f o r e the 

f i n d i n g may simply r e f l e c t t h i s age p a t t e r n r a t h e r than a r i s e because 

of f a c t o r s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h absence o f the f a t h e r . 

There i s much evidence to i n d i c a t e t h a t an a s s o c i a t i o n e x i s t s 

between the f a m i l y environment and the i n c i d e n c e of b e h a v i o u r a l and 

emotional problems i n c h i l d r e n . However what the s p e c i f i c f a c t o r s a r e 

i s d i f f i c u l t to determine. As R u t t e r and Madge (1976) s t a t e 'A v e r i t a b l e 

l e g i o n o f f a m i l y f a c t o r s have been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h one o r o t h e r type o f 

p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r . * However, when s i n g l e v a r i a b l e s have been 
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examined they have been found to be poor p r e d i c t o r s o f outcomes 

(Cl a r k e & C l a r k e , 1976) . 

An a l t e r n a t i v e to the s t a t i c model which proposes s i n g l e f a c t o r s 

or c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n s of f a c t o r s t h a t produce a negative outcome i s 

one t h a t emphasises the c o n t i n u a l i n t e r a c t i o n between the c h i l d and 

h i s e v e r changing environment (Anthony, 1970; C l a r k e & C l a r k e , 1976). 

I n d i v i d u a l t o l e r a n c e o f environmental s t r e s s i s determined by g e n e t i c 

and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l f a c t o r s (Anthony, 1970; R u t t e r & Madge, 1976). 

The amount o f s t r e s s the c h i l d e x p e r i e n c e s depends on many d i f f e r e n t 

a s p e c t s of h i s environment and h i s i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h i t . i t i s suggested 

t h a t problems i n the c h i l d o c c u r when the cumulative s t r e s s r e a c h e s 

a p o i n t t h a t i s c r i t i c a l f o r t h a t c h i l d and remain only as long as 

t h a t c r i t i c a l p o i n t i s exceeded. I n t h i s model, absence of the f a t h e r 

would only have meaning i n the c o n t e x t o f the t o t a l environment o f 

the c h i l d r e n . I n some f a m i l i e s i t may be t h a t such absence and the 

d i f f i c u l t i e s p r e c eding and accompanying i t a r e s u f f i c i e n t to r a i s e the 

cumulative s t r e s s above the c r i t i c a l p o i n t w h i l s t i n o t h e r s they a r e 

not. Such an e x p l a n a t i o n i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t put forward by Radin 

(1976) t o account f o r the f i n d i n g t h a t f a t h e r absence i s a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s i n some c h i l d r e n and not i n o t h e r s . T h i s has 

been mentioned e a r l i e r i n the c h a p t e r . B r i e f l y , she suggests t h a t 

such d e f i c i t s w i l l not o c c u r i n middle c l a s s homes i n which the 

f a m i l i e s a r e more l i k e l y to have the emotional and p h y s i c a l r e s o u r c e s 

to cope w i t h the e x t r a s t r a i n t h a t absence of the f a t h e r in^Joses. I n 

c h i l d r e n from s e v e r e l y d e p r i v e d environments an e x t r a negative 

f e a t u r e would have no e f f e c t . I t i s o n l y i n in t e r m e d i a t e environments 

t h a t f a t h e r absence might be c r i t i c a l . 
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E v i d e n c e t h a t such a model i s a p p r o p r i a t e f o r a d u l t s e x i s t s , i n 

t h a t i t has been shown t h a t an a s s o c i a t i o n e x i s t s between acute l i f e 

s t r e s s e s and emotional d i s o r d e r (Brown e t a l , 1975; H e i s e l , e t a l , 

1973). I t has a l s o been shown t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s v a r y i n t h e i r a b i l i t y 

to w i t h s t a n d such l i f e s t r e s s e s (Brown e t a l , 1975). One a d d i t i o n a l 

p i e c e o f evidence t h a t i n d i c a t e s the a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s of examining 

cumulative s t r e s s r a t h e r t h t - i i n d i v i d u a l events when a t t e n ^ j t i n g to 

account f o r the presence o f problems i n c h i l d r e n comes from a study 

repor t e d by R u t t e r and Quinton (1977) . They c o n s t r u c t e d a f a m i l y 

a d v e r s i t y index comprising s i x elements. These were f a t h e r i n 

u n s k i l l e d o r s e m i - s k i l l e d job; l a r g e o r overcrowded f a m i l y ; c u r r e n t 

m a r i t a l d i s c o r d o r a broken home; mother w i t h d e p r e s s i o n o r n e u r o s i s ; 

the c h i l d having been i n c a r e f o r a week or more and f i n a l l y the 

f a t h e r having committed any proven o f f e n c e a g a i n s t the law. A sco r e o f 

two o r more adverse f a c t o r s was found to be s i g n i f i c a n t l y a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r i n c h i l d r e n . 

The f i n d i n g t h a t i n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r had a f a r 

l e s s e r e f f e c t on the i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems 

than d i d permanent absence r e s u l t i n g from d i v o r c e might be e x p l a i n e d 

by examining the l i k e l i h o o d o f the e x i s t e n c e o f f c i m i l y a d v e r s i t y , 

such as t h a t o u t l i n e d by R u t t e r and Quinton (1977). A l l f a m i l i e s i n 

which the p a r e n t s were d i v o r c e d would o b t a i n a s c o r e o f a t l e a s t one 

on the index. Some o f the f a m i l i e s had f a t h e r s who, when p r e s e n t had 

u n s k i l l e d o r s e m i - s k i l l e d j o b s , which would b r i n g t h e i r a d v e r s i t y 

s c o r e t o the c r i t i c a l l e v e l . The f i n d i n g t h a t d i v o r c e i s f r e q u e n t l y 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h emotional problems i n mothers (Marsden, 1969) may 
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account f o r a c r i t i c a l s c o r e i n some c h i l d r e n . None o f the o t h er 

th r e e c o n d i t i o n s a p p l i e d to the c h i l d r e n i n t h i s s tudy. Examining 

the s i t u a t i o n of c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away, none 

of the s i x items of the index n e c e s s a r i l y a p p l i e d to them. However, 

ther e i s some evidence t h a t both the i n c i d e n c e of m a r i t a l d i s c o r d and 

emotional problems i n the mother a r e h i g h e r i n n a v a l than i n non-naval 

f a m i l i e s (Grubb e t a l , 1970; Matthews, 1969). T h e r e f o r e the number 

of c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g a c r i t i c a l l e v e l o f a d v e r s i t y would be 

expected to be h i g h e r i n the n a v a l group than i n the g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n 

but not as h igh a s i n c h i l d r e n of d i v o r c e d p a r e n t s . 

The e x p l a n a t i o n t h a t i t i s cumulative s t r e s s , coming from a number 

of d i f f e r e n t s o u r c e s t h a t v a r y from c h i l d to c h i l d , may be used to 

account f o r the more s p e c i f i c f i n d i n g s r e p o r t e d h e r e . There i s some 

i n d i c a t i o n t h a t boys may be more a f f e c t e d by f a m i l y s t r e s s than a r e 

g i r l s . R u t t e r (1970) r e p o r t e d an a s s o c i a t i o n between p s y c h i a t r i c 

d i s o r d e r i n boys and m a r i t a l c o n f l i c t , p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r i n a p a r e n t 

and low p a r e n t a l warmth, but t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p was not foxand i n the 

g i r l s s t u d i e d . T h i s c o u l d account f o r the f i n d i n g t h a t middle c l a s s 

boys were a f f e c t e d by permanent absence of the f a t h e r , but middle c l a s s 

g i r l s were much l e s s a f f e c t e d . I t might be t h a t the boys' response 

to the f a m i l y d i f f i c u l t i e s p r e c e d i n g and accompanying the permanent 

absence of the f a t h e r r e s u l t e d i n enough s t r e s s to exceed what f o r 

them was c r i t i c a l l e v e l , w h i l s t i n the g i r l s t h e i r l e s s e r v u l n e r a b i l i t y 

to such f a m i l y c i r c u m s t a n c e s meant t h a t the s t r e s s they experienced 

d i d not r e a c h t h a t l e v e l . 
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The sex d i f f e r e n c e s found i n the responses of the working c l a s s 

c h i l d r e n to absence of the f a t h e r were not marked. Mothers r e p o r t e d 

a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems i n both boys and g i r l s , and w h i l s t 

t e a c h e r s d i d not r e p o r t t h a t working c l a s s boys were p a r t i c u l a r l y 

a f f e c t e d by permanent f a t h e r absence, t h e i r r e p o r t of problems i n a l l 

working c l a s s boys appeared to be high, a f i n d i n g confirmed by other 

r e s e a r c h (Davie e t a l , 1972; Douglas, 1964). 

S o c i a l c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s i n the i n c i d e n c e of emotional and 

b e h a v i o u r a l problems have been d e t e c t e d i n d i c a t i n g t h a t working c l a s s 

c h i l d r e n e x h i b i t more emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems than do 

middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n (Davie e t a l , 1972), although o t h e r s t u d i e s have 

not re p o r t e d such d i f f e r e n c e s ( R u t t e r , T i z a r d & Whitmore, 1970). R u t t e r 

and Madge (1976) s u g g e s t t h a t i t i s not s o c i a l c l a s s i t s e l f t h a t i s 

important, r a t h e r i t i s the f a c t t h a t low socioeconomic s t a t u s i s 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h o t h e r environmental d i f f i c u l t i e s . I t may be t h a t f o r 

working c l a s s g i r l s , the a d d i t i o n a l s t r e s s imposed on them by absence 

of the f a t h e r , t o g e t h e r w i t h the s t r e s s a l r e a d y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h o t h e r 

environmental c o n d i t i o n s more f r e q u e n t l y found i n working c l a s s 

f a m i l i e s may r e s u l t i n a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e of b e h a v i o u r a l problems. 

For working c l a s s boys i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e i r g r e a t e r r e s p o n s i v i t y 

to f a m i l y s t r e s s ( R u t t e r , 1970) to g e t h e r w i t h the a d d i t i o n a l 

environmental r i s k f a c t o r s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h working c l a s s l i f e ( R u t t e r 

& Madge, 1976) may have been enough t o produce d i s o r d e r i n some of 

them without the a d d i t i o n a l s t r e s s they e x p e r i e n c e a s a r e s u l t o f 

absence of the f a t h e r . 

331 



F u r t h e r examination of s o c i a l c l a s s and sex d i f f e r e n c e s i n the 

way c h i l d r e n respond to permanent absence of the f a t h e r r e s u l t i n g 

from d i v o r c e would be n e c e s s a r y i n order to t e s t the v a l i d i t y of 

these e x p l a n a t i o n s . 

The r e s u l t s o f t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n suggest t h a t n e i t h e r absence 

of the f a t h e r , nor a c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n of environmental c o n d i t i o n s 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h a t absence can accoxint f o r the i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e 

o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems found i n c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s 

are permanently or i n t e r m i t t e n t l y away. The e x p l a n a t i o n has been 

advanced t h a t o n l y when the a d d i t i o n a l s t r e s s produced by t h a t absence 

i s enough to i n c r e a s e the l e v e l above t h a t which i s c r i t i c a l f o r the 

i n d i v i d u a l does an e f f e c t appear. What i s the c r i t i c a l l e v e l f o r each 

c h i l d may v a r y a c c o r d i n g to g e n e t i c and o t h e r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l f a c t o r s . 

Whether t h a t c r i t i c a l l e v e l i s reached may depend, not on the presence 

or absence of a p a r e n t or on any o t h e r s i n g l e v a r i a b l e , but on the 

i n t e r a c t i o n between the c h i l d and a l l the f e a t u r e s t h a t make up h i s 

or her c u r r e n t environment. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

FATHER ABSENCE: SOME CONCLUSIONS 

A review of the r e s e a r c h t h a t has i n v e s t i g a t e d the e f f e c t s o f 

absence o f the f a t h e r on the c o g n i t i v e development and the p e r s o n a l 

adjustment o f c h i l d r e n r e v e a l e d the e x i s t e n c e o f c o n f l i c t i n g f i n d i n g s . 

Some s t u d i e s r e p o r t e d t h a t absence o f the f a t h e r had an e f f e c t on 

c h i l d r e n w h i l e o t h e r s r e p o r t e d t h a t i t d i d not. A c l o s e examination 

of these s t u d i e s r e v e a l e d many methodological i n a d e q u a c i e s . I n 

p a r t i c u l a r these were the f a i l u r e t o take i n t o account c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

of the c h i l d r e n and f a c t o r s i n t h e i r environment other than absence o f 

the f a t h e r ; the f a i l u r e to examine d i f f e r e n c e s i n the e f f e c t s o f 

absence which o c c u r s f o r d i f f e r e n t r e a s o n s and f i n a l l y the s e l e c t i o n o f 

c h i l d r e n from narrow p o p u l a t i o n s such a s c o n v i c t e d d e l i n q u e n t s o r 

c h i l d r e n a t t e n d i n g c h i l d guidance c l i n i c s . 

The aim of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n s d e s c r i b e d i n the preceding pages was 

to d i s c o v e r whether, when th e s e methodological i n a d e q u a c i e s were 

e l i m i n a t e d , d i f f e r e n c e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h absence o f the f a t h e r would 

s t i l l be d e t e c t e d i n the c h i l d r e n . F u r t h e r , the c u r r e n t environment o f 

the c h i l d r e n was examined t o e x p l o r e whether d i f f e r e n c e s t h a t were 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h absence o f the f a t h e r could be l i n k e d w i t h d i f f e r e n c e s 

i n t h a t c u r r e n t environment. 

The samples s t u d i e d were s e l e c t e d randomly from the p o p u l a t i o n o f 

a c i t y . Both middle c l a s s cind working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n 
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were i n c l u d e d i n the samples. Two age l e v e l s were c o n s i d e r e d . There 

were two saii?>les o f c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s and one aged 

between 8 and 11 y e a r s . A l l s u b j e c t s came from f a m i l i e s i n which 

the r e were two or t h r e e c h i l d r e n . C h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g absence o f 

the f a t h e r f o r two d i s t i n c t r e a s o n s were s t u d i e d . F i r s t l y t h e r e were 

those whose p a r e n t s were d i v o r c e d and who were l i v i n g w i t h t h e i r 

mothers. For them absence o f the f a t h e r from the home was permanent. 

Secondly, t h e r e were c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were members o f the Royal 

Navy and who were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y a b s e n t because of the demands of t h e i r 

o c c u p a t i o n . Absence of the f a t h e r was d e f i n e d a s l a s t i n g f o r a t l e a s t 

one y e a r b e f o r e the c h i l d r e n had reached the age o f 5 y e a r s . I n both 

groups the absence a l s o c o ntinued a f t e r t h a t age. C h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

permanent and i n t e r m i t t e n t f a t h e r absence were compared w i t h those 

whose f a t h e r s were never away from home. 

No evidence was o b t a i n e d from the study of c o g n i t i v e development 

t h a t f a t h e r absence was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s . No 

d i f f e r e n c e s were found between c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent, 

i n t e r m i t t e n t o r no f a t h e r absence i n the s c o r e s they obtained on the 

Wise. T h i s was so i n the f i r s t i n v e s t i g a t i o n of c h i l d r e n aged between 

5 and 7 y e a r s and i n the second i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n which were examined 

a f u r t h e r sample o f c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s and an 

a d d i t i o n a l saitple aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s . Other s t u d i e s have 

produced f i n d i n g s s i m i l a r t o those r e p o r t e d here i n d i c a t i n g t h a t 

f a t h e r absence has no e f f e c t on the c o g n i t i v e development of c h i l d r e n 

(Newstat, 1973; R i s e n , 1939; R u t t e r , T i z a r d & Whitmore, 1970; Solomon 

e t a l , 1972; Wasserman, 1972). 
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Behind the attempt to a s s o c i a t e absence o f the f a t h e r w i t h 

c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s l i e s the assumption t h a t t h e r e i s some c o n s i s t e n c y 

between f a m i l i e s i n the r o l e t h a t the p r e s e n t f a t h e r p l a y s i n the 

c o g n i t i v e development of h i s c h i l d . However, the r o l e o f the f a t h e r 

i n the f a m i l y i s not, as y e t , w e l l understood (Lamb, 1976). What i s 

c l e a r i s t h a t t h e r e a r e l a r g e i n d i v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s between f a t h e r s 

i n t h e i r involvement w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n ( B i l l e r , 1974; Lamb, 1976). 

The involvement may range from minimal c o n t a c t to c o n t a c t e q u i v a l e n t 

to o r g r e a t e r than t h a t o f the mother. Th e r e f o r e , without e s t a b l i s h i n g 

the p a r t t h a t the f a t h e r p l a y e d when p r e s e n t i t would be im p o s s i b l e t o 

determine the changes f o r the c h i l d t h a t o c c u r r e d a s a r e s u l t o f h i s 

absence. I n a d d i t i o n , the evidence from s t u d i e s of maternal absence 

( R u t t e r , 1972; S c h a f f e r , 1977) i n d i c a t e s t h a t mothering does not have 

to be c a r r i e d out by the mother. I t may be e q u a l l y t r u e t h a t , when 

the f a t h e r i s absent, f a t h e r i n g may be c a r r i e d out by o t h e r s . 

I n c r e a s i n g l y the attempt to e s t a b l i s h c a u s a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s between 

s i n g l e environmental v a r i a b l e s and developmental outcomes i s be i n g 

questioned, C l a r k e and C l a r k e (1976) and S c h a f f e r (1977) p o i n t t o the 

gre a t v a r i a t i o n i n environments t h a t a l l o w the normal development o f 

c h i l d r e n . I n t h e i r c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n , absence of the parent would 

only r e s u l t i n c o g n i t i v e d e f i c i t s i f t h a t absence was accompanied by 

marked a d d i t i o n a l d e p r i v a t i o n i n the environment. I n support of such 

a c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n R u t t e r and Madge (1976) i n a review o f the r e s e a r c h 

conclude t h a t where absence of the f a t h e r i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h c o g n i t i v e 

d e f i c i t s those d e f i c i t s a r e due not t o the absence i t s e l f , but to 

fa m i l y a d v e r s i t y . Family a d v e r s i t y may, but need not n e c e s s a r i l y . 
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accompany absence of the f a t h e r and may e q u a l l y a r i s e from many o t h e r 

causes. 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , i t i s argued t h a t the f i n d i n g s o f t h i s study, taken 

together w i t h the p o i n t s o u t l i n e d above, make a strong case a g a i n s t the 

e x i s t e n c e o f a d i r e c t a s s o c i a t i o n between f a t h e r absence and c o g n i t i v e 

development. F u r t h e r i t i s argued t h a t the attempt to i s o l a t e l i n k s 

between any s i n g l e v a r i a b l e and c o g n i t i v e development i s to o v e r s i m p l i f y 

the complexity of the i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p between the developing c h i l d 

and h i s c o n t i n u a l l y changing environment. 

The r e s u l t s o f the i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l 

problems demonstrated t h a t absence of the f a t h e r was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h an 

i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e o f such problems. Reasons f o r the absence, the sex 

of the c h i l d r e n and t h e i r s o c i a l c l a s s were a l l found to be i n f l u e n c i n g 

f a c t o r s . Both mothers'and t e a c h e r s ' r e p o r t s showed t h a t permanent 

absence of the f a t h e r was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h an i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e o f 

emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems i n c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 

years and i n c h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s . Other r e s e a r c h has 

a l s o i n d i c a t e d t h a t permanent absence of the f a t h e r when l i n k e d w i t h 

p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h problems i n c h i l d r e n (Caplan & 

Douglas, 1969; Douglas, 1970; Gibson, 1969; Koch, 1961). I n a d d i t i o n , 

evidence was o b t a i n e d t h a t showed t h e e f f e c t o f permanent absence t o 

be most marked i n middle c l a s s boys and working c l a s s g i r l s . 

I n t e r m i t t e n t absence of the f a t h e r was foxind to be r e l a t e d to 

a hi g h e r i n c i d e n c e o f problems only i n mothers' r e p o r t s o f c h i l d r e n 

aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s , and the e f f e c t was l e s s c l e a r than t h a t 

observed i n the permanent absence group. I n the f i r s t sample o f 
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c h i l d r e n s t u d i e d i t was found t h a t working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s 

were absent i n t e r m i t t e n t l y e x h i b i t e d a g r e a t e r number of problems than 

d i d working c l a s s g i r l s whose f a t h e r s were never away from home. I n 

a d d i t i o n , when the i n c i d e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r was examined i t 

was found t h a t , i n both samples o f c h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s , 

t h e r e was a n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t t r e n d i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the i n c i d e n c e o f 

d i s o r d e r was h i g h e r i n c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were away i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

than i n t h o se whose f a t h e r s were never away. 

The p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e of problems i n the 

c h i l d r e n was brought about as a r e s u l t o f the absence i t s e l f was 

r e j e c t e d . No e vidence was o b t a i n e d from the study to i n d i c a t e a l i n k 

between a c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n of environmental c i r c u m s t a n c e s accompanying 

absence of the f a t h e r and the i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e of emotional and 

b e h a v i o u r a l problems. I n p a r t i c u l a r t h e r e was no r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

the way i n which mothers i n t e r a c t e d w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n and the 

i n c i d e n c e o f problems e x h i b i t e d by the c h i l d r e n . 

I t was suggested i n the c o n c l u s i o n s drawn from the i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

of c o g n i t i v e development t h a t the attempt to f i n d c a u s a l l i n k s between 

s i n g l e v a r i a b l e s and developmental outcomes o v e r s i m p l i f i e s the complex 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between the c h i l d and h i s environment ( C l a r k e & C l a r k e , 

1976), S i m i l a r l y i t i s concluded t h a t the s e a r c h f o r l i n k s between 

s i n g l e environmental v a r i a b l e s and outcomes i s a l s o i n a p p r o p r i a t e i n 

the attempt to account f o r the e x i s t e n c e o f emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l 

problems i n c h i l d r e n . No f i n d i n g s were o b t a i n e d from t h i s study to 

i n d i c a t e t h a t such l i n k s e x i s t e d . 
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I t has been s t a t e d t h a t t o view f a t h e r absence v e r s u s f a t h e r 

presence as a dichotomous v a r i a b l e , i s to f a i l to c o n s i d e r the 

complexity of the environment w i t h i n which such absence or presence 

o c c u r s (Lamb, 1976; Radin, 1976), An e x p l a n a t i o n of the f i n d i n g s o f 

the p r e s e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n was sought t h a t would take account of t h a t 

c omplexity. A model was proposed based on the f o r m u l a t i o n s of Anthony 

(1970) and R u t t e r and Quinton (1977). T h i s model took account of both 

i n d i v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s i n the c h i l d r e n i n t h e i r r e s p o n s i v i t y and a l s o 

environmental f a c t o r s . I t was suggested t h a t a r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

the two e x i s t e d i n t h a t i n d i v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s i n c l u d i n g g e n e t i c and 

o t h e r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l f a c t o r s determined what, f o r each c h i l d was 

a t o l e r a b l e o r i n t o l e r a b l e amount o f environmental s t r e s s . When the 

c r i t i c a l l e v e l o f s t r e s s was exceeded the c h i l d would develop emotional 

and/or b e h a v i o u r a l problems. Whether, f o r any i n d i v i d x i a l c h i l d , t h a t 

c r i t i c a l l e v e l of s t r e s s was reached depended on the l e v e l of 

environmental a d v e r s i t y t h a t was e x p e r i e n c e d . 

Absence of the f a t h e r might, but would not n e c e s s a r i l y produce 

a l e v e l of s t r e s s i n the c h i l d t h a t f o r him was i n t o l e r a b l e . Whether 

o r n o t t h i s happened would depend on many f a c t o r s . These i n c l u d e 

the l e v e l o f environmental s t r e s s t h a t the i n d i v i d u a l c h i l d i s a b l e 

to t o l e r a t e ; the amount of a d v e r s i t y p r e s e n t before the absence o f 

the f a t h e r began; the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the f a t h e r and the c h i l d 

and the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the s e p a r a t i o n to the c h i l d ; and f i n a l l y the 

way the mother responded to the absence and the way t h a t t h i s a f f e c t s 

her r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h her c h i l d . I n some c a s e s absence of the f a t h e r 

may reduce the l e v e l of a d v e r s i t y , f o r example where p a r e n t a l d i v o r c e 
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has been preceded by s e v e r e m a r i t a l c o n f l i c t o f where the f a t h e r i s 

c r i m i n a l or a l c o h o l i c . T h i s l i s t i s by no means e x h a u s t i v e , but does 

i l l u s t r a t e the d i f f i c u l t y of a t t e m p t i n g to examine the e f f e c t s o f 

what appears, s u p e r f i c i a l l y , to be a w e l l d e f i n e d event, but which, 

on c l o s e r examination, i s r e v e a l e d to encoir^ass a v a r i e t y of d i f f e r e n t 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

The attempt to account f o r the r e s u l t s o f t h i s study by e s t a b l i s h i n g 

l i n k s between s i n g l e environmental v a r i a b l e s and the i n c r e a s e d i n c i d e n c e 

of problems e x h i b i t e d by c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were absent, met w i t h 

no s u c c e s s . 

I t i s concluded t h a t an a l t e r n a t i v e type of e x p l a n a t i o n i s b e t t e r a b l e 

to account f o r the f i n d i n g s . I n t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n absence of the f a t h e r 

and the c i r c u m s t a n c e s accompanying such absence a r e c o n s i d e r e d as 

s p e c i f i c e v e n t s among many t h a t might, but do not n e c e s s a r i l y , i n c r e a s e 

the environmental s t r e s s e x p e r i e n c e d by the c h i l d r e n . Only when the 

cumulative s t r e s s reaches a l e v e l which, f o r a p a r t i c u l a r c h i l d , i s 

c r i t i c a l w i l l emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems appear. 

E m p i r i c a l t e s t i n g o f t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n i s n e c e s s a r y to determine 

whether i t might remove some of t h e apparent i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s i n the 

r e s u l t s of f a t h e r absence r e s e a r c h . 
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APPENDIX 1 

CORRESPONDENCE EMPLOYED IN OBTAINING SUBJECTS 



Plymouth Polytechnic 
ROBBINS. B.Sc, Ph.D.. F.R.I.C. 

D R A K E C I R C U S 
P L Y M O U T H PL4 8AA 

ENGLAND 
Tel: 0752 21312 Ext. 

Date as Postmark 

Dear 

I am w r i t i n g to ask f o r your h e l p i n a r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t being undertaken 
a t Plymouth P o l y t e c h n i c , designed to study young c h i l d r e n i n d i f f e r e n t 
f a m i l y s i t u a t i o n s . 

I f you y o u r s e l f have a young f a m i l y and would be prepared to h e l p w i t h 
the r e s e a r c h , I would be g r a t e f u l i f you would f i l l i n the e n c l o s e d 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e and r e t u r n i t to me i n the p r e p a i d envelope. Any 
information obtained would, o f course, be kept completely c o n f i d e n t i a l 

Yours s i n c e r e l y . 

Monica Hayes ( K i s s ) 

Enc. 

A l 



QUESTia^NAIRE 

Number of C h i l d r e n 

Names and Ages of C h i l d r e n 

S c h o o l ( s ) attended by c h i l d r e n 

F a t h e r ' s Occupation 

Mother's Occupation 

IS Mother a) Married b) widowed c) Divorced d) Separated 

Please u n d e r l i n e the one t h a t a p p l i e s . 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR HELP 

Pl e a s e r e t u r n to 

Miss M. Hayes, 
Department of Management, B u s i n e s s S t u d i e s 

and S o c i a l S c i e n c e , 
Plymouth P o l y t e c h n i c , 
Plymouth, 
PL4 BAA. 
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Plymou th Polytechnic 
Dirpcinr: R. F. M . ROBBINS. B Sc . Ph.D.. F.R.I.C. 

D R A K E C I R C U S 
P L Y M O U T H PL4 BAA 

EMGLAND 
Tel :0752 21312 E*l. 

Date as postmark 

A s h o r t w h i l e ago I wrote to you a s k i n g i f you would be prepared to 
ta k e p a r t i n a r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t being c a r r i e d out a t Plymouth P o l y t e c h n i c 
designed to i n v e s t i g a t e the development of young c h i l d r e n from d i f f e r i n g 
f a m i l y backgrounds. 

You ver y k i n d l y completed the q u e s t i o n n a i r e s e n t and i n d i c a t e d t h a t 
you have a f a m i l y o f young c h i l d r e n one of whom i s c a l l e d 

Would i t be p o s s i b l e f o r me to c a l l on you a t some time during the 
week beginning to t a l k about your c h i l d ? 

I e n c l o s e a t i m e t a b l e and would be g r a t e f u l i f you would mark on i t 
the times during t h a t week when i t would NOT be convenient f o r me to c a l l 
and r e t u r n i t t o me i n the envelope provided. I w i l l then w r i t e to arrange 
a d e f i n i t e appointment. 

Thank you very much f o r your h e l p 

Yours s i n c e r e l y 

Monica Hayes 
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9.00-11.00 
am 

11.00-1.00 
pm 

2.00-4.00 
pm 

4.00-6.00 
pm 

MONDAY. JCUESDAY. 

T I M E T A B L E 

^WEDNESDAY FRIDAY 

P l e a s e mark wi t h a X the times when i t would not be convenient f o r me to c a l l 



Plymouth Polytechnic 
n;,Artnf • R F. M . ROSBINS. B.Sc. Ph.D.. F.R.I.C. 

D R A K E C I R C U S 
P L Y M O U T H PL4 8AA 

ENGLAND 
Tel: 0752 21312 Ext. 

Dear 

Thank you very much f o r completing and r e t u r n i n g the t i m e t a b l e . 

I would l i k e to c a l l on you on a t . I f t h i s i s 
not convenient I would be g r a t e f u l i f you would c o n t a c t me s o t h a t another 
appointment might be arranged. 

Yours s i n c e r e l y , 

Monica Hayes 
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Plymouth Polytechnic 
Direcior: R. F. M. ROBBINS. B.Sc. Ph.D.. F.R.I.C. 

D R A K E C I R C U S 
P L Y M O U T H PL4 BAA 

ENGLAND 
Tel: 0752 21312 Exi. 

Dear 

I would l i k e to c a l l on you on a t 
I f t h i s i s not convenient I would be g r a t e f u l i f you would c o n t a c t me so 
t h a t another appointment might be arranged. 

Thank you f o r your h e l p . 

Yours s i n c e r e l y . 

Monica Hayes 
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Plymouth Polytechnic 
Direcior: R. F. M . RO^BINS. B.Sc. Ph.D., F.R.I.C. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

D R A K E C I R C U S 
P L Y M O U T H PL4 8AA 

ENGLAND 
Tel : 0752 21312 Ext. 

Date as Postmark 

I am w r i t i n g to ask f o r your h e l p i n a r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t being 
undertaken a t Plymouth P o l y t e c h n i c . We a r e i n v e s t i g a t i n g the development 
o f 120 primary s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , l i v i n g i n the Plymouth a r e a , from 
d i f f e r i n g f a m i l y backgrounds. As we expect t h a t a s m a l l number of the 
c h i l d r e n we i n t e n d to study w i l l be p u p i l s a t your s c h o o l , we need to ask 
f o r your h e l p i n two important ways. 

F i r s t l y , an e s s e n t i a l p a r t o f our stud y o f the c h i l d r e n i n v o l v e s 
o b t a i n i n g i n f o r m a t i o n from h i s or her c l a s s t e a c h e r . T h i s w i l l be i n v a l u a b l e 
a s a complement to d e t a i l s o b t a i n e d from t h e p a r e n t s and from the c h i l d r e n 
themselves. Therefore we need your p e r m i s s i o n to ask the c l a s s t e a c h e r to 
complete a s h o r t q u e s t i o n n a i r e . A l l the data o b t a i n e d w i l l be kept c o n ^ l e t e l y 
c o n f i d e n t i a l and no i n f o r m a t i o n given by the t e a c h e r w i l l be passed on to the 
p a r e n t s , 

The second way i n which we need your h e l p i s i n a l l o w i n g each c h i l d to 
be given one simple p s y c h o l o g i c a l t e s t , a d m i n i s t e r e d by myself, on s c h o o l 
premises. A l l t h a t would be needed f o r t h i s t e s t i n g would be a t a b l e and 
a q u i e t c o r n e r . 

No approach w i l l be made to you about i n d i v i d u a l c h i l d r e n u n t i l w r i t t e n 
p e r m i s s i o n has been obtained, by me, from the p a r e n t s . The p r o j e c t has been 
approved by Mr W i l l i a m s . 

I f you wi s h to know a n y t h i n g more about the r e s e a r c h do not h e s i t a t e 
to c o n t a c t me. I would be happy to v i s i t your s c h o o l to answer any q u e s t i o n s . 

Thank you very much f o r your h e l p . 

Yours s i n c e r e l y . 

Monica Hayes 
Department of Management, B u s i n e s s S t u d i e s 
and S o c i a l S c i e n c e 
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

SCALE A (2) 
TO BE COMPLETED BY PARENTS 

FOR OmCE USE ONLY 

Name of Child 

Address 

Boy/Girl Date of BIrtb 

Sdiool 

HOW TO FILL IN THIS FORM 

The questionnaire asks about various kinds of behaviour that many children show at some lime. Please give the answers according to the way 
your child has been during the PAST 12 MONTHS. 

HEALTH PROBLEMS 
Below is a list of minor health problems which most children have at some time. Please tell us how often each of these 

lappens with your child by putting a cross in the correct box. 

FOR OFFICE 
USE ONLY 

Never Occasfonolly, 
but not as often as 

ooce per week 

At least 
ODce per 

week 

\ . Complains of headaches • • • • 
3. Has stomach-ache or vomiting • • • • 
Z. Asthma or attacks of wheezing • • • • 
>. Wets the bed or pants • • • • 

Soils or loses control of bowels • • • • 
Has temper tantrums (that is, complete loss of temper with shouting, 

angry movements, etc.) • • • • 
. Had tears on arrival at school or refused to go into the building • • • • 
. Truants from school • • • • 
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HABITS. Pkasc place a cross in the box by the correct answer. 

I . Does he/ahe stanuncr or stutter ? . . • No. • Yes—mildly. • Yes-severely. 

FOR OFFICE 
USE ONLY 

• 

U. Is there any difficulty with speech other than 
stammering or stuttering? 

If "Yes", please describe the difficulty: 

• No. • Yes—mad. • Yes-severe. • 

IH . Does he/she ever steal things? . . 
I f "Yes" (occasionally or frequently), 
docs it involve 

Q No. Q Ye»—occasionally. Q Yes—frequently. 

Q] minor pilfering of pens, sweets, toys, small sums of money, etc. 

Q] stealing of big things 

Q both minor pilfering and stealing of big things 

is stealing done 

Q in the home 

Q elsewhere 

both in the home and elsewhere 

is stealing done 

Q on own 

Q with other children or adults 

Q sometimes on own. sometimes with others 

• 

• 

• • 

IV. Is there any eating difficulty ? 
If "Yes", is it 

Q faddiness 

[ ] not eating enough 

Q eatmg too much 

Q] other, please describe: 

• No. • Yes-mild. Q Yes—severe. • 

• 

• 

V. Is there any sleeping difficulty? • No. 

I f "Ycs" , isi t difficulty in 

Q getting off to sleep 

waking during the night 

Q] waking early in the morning 

Q other, please describe: 

• Yes—mUd. • Yes—severe. • 

• 
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Below are a series of descriptions of behaviour often shown by children. After each statement are three columns— 
I>ocsn't Apply". "Applies Somewhat", and "Certainly Applies". If your child definitely shows the behaviour described by 
e statement place a cross in the box under "Certainly Applies". If he or she shows the behaviour described by the 
Uement but to a lesser degree or less often, place a cross under "Applies Somewhat". If. as far as you are aware, your 
ild does not show the behaviour, place a cross under "Doesn't Apply". 

FOR O F F I C E 
USE ONLY 

Please put one cross against each statement. 

fATEMENT Doesn*t 
Apply 

Applies 
Somewhat 

Certainly 
Applies 

. Very restless, has diflSculty staying seated for long •• • • • • 
Squinny, fidgety child •• • • • • 

. Often destroys own or others' property • • • • 
Frequently fights or is extremely quarrelsome with other children .. Q • • • 

. Not much liked by other children • • • 
Often worried, worries about many things • • • 
Tends to be on own—rather solitary •• • • • • 

. Irritable. Is quick to 'fly off the handle' •• • • • • 

. Often appears miserable, unhappy, tearful or distressed • • • • 
Has twitches, mannerisms or tics of the face or body . . • • • 
Frequently sucks thumb or finger •• • • • • 
Frequently bites nails or fingers • • • • 
Is often disobedient •• • • • • 
Caimot settle to anything for more than a few moments •• • • • • 

. Tends to be fearful or afraid of new things or new situations •• • • • • 

. Fussy or over-particular child •• • • • • 

. Often tells lies -• • • • • 
Bullies other children • • • • 

RE T H E R E ANY OTHER PROBLEMS? 

Signature: Mr./Mrs. 

THANK Y O U VERY MUCH FOR YOUR H E L P 
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SCALE B(2) 
•r- r>r: C O M P I . K T K P B Y T K A C I I K R S 

F O R O F F I C E U S E O N L Y 

Namr (if Child: 

Address of Child: 

ly.Wc of Ilirtji Form; 

Below are a series of descriptions of behaviour often shown by children. After each statement are three columns:— "Doesn't Apply", "Applies 
Somewhat" and "Certainly Applies". If the child definitely shows the behaviour described by the statement place a cross in the bo.x under Column 2 
"Certainly Applies". If the child shows the behaviour described by the statement but to a lesser degree or less often place a cross in the box under 
Column I "Applies Somewhat". If. os far as you are aware, the child does not show the behaviour, place a cross in the box under Column 0 
"Doesn't Apply". 

Please complete on basis of child's behaviour IN THK PAST 12 MONTHS. 

Put ONE cross against EACH statement. Thank you. 

STATEMENT 

1. Very restless, has difficulty staying seated for long 

0 
Doesn't 
Apply 

• • 

1 
Applies 

Somewhat 

• 
2 

Certainly 
Applies 

• 
2. Truants from school • • • • 
3. Squirmy, fidgety child • • • • 
4. Often destroys or damages own or others' property • • • • 
5. Frequently fights or is extremely quarrelsome with other children • • 
6. Not much liked by other children ••• • • • 
7. Often worried, worries about many things • • 
8. Tends to be on own—rather solitary ••• • • 
9. Irritable. Touchy. Is quick to 'fly ofT the handle' ••• • • 

10. Often appears miserable, urihappy. tearful or distressed ••• • • 
11. Has twitches, mannerisms, or tics of the face or body . . ••• • • 
12. Frequently sucks thumb or finger •-• • • 
13. Frequently bites nails or fingers • • 

FOR O F F I C E 
USE ONLY 
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STATEMENT 

14, Tends to be absent from school for trivial reasons 

0 
Doesn*t 
Apply 

I 
Applies 

Somewhat 

2 
Certainly 
AppUes 

IS. Is often disobedient 

16. Cannot settle to anything for more than a few moments • • 
17. Tends to be fearful or afraid of new things or new situations 

18. Fussy or over-particular child 

19. Often tells lies 

20. Has stolen things on one or more occasions in the past 12 months 

21. Unresponsive, inert or apathetic 

22. Often complains of aches or pains 

23. Has had tears on arrival at school or has refused to come into the 
building in the past 12 months . . 

24. Has a stutter or stanuner 

25. Resentful or aggressive when corrected 

26. Bullies other children 

Is there anything else unusual about this child's behaviour?—or arc there any other comments you would like to make? 

Signature: Mr./Mrs./Miss. 

Date: 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR H E L P 
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Copyrifihl 1968 : M . Ruiier and W. Yule. 



A P P E N D I X 2 

MEASURES U S E D I N T H E S T U D I E S 



APPENDIX 2 BIOGRAPHICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. C h i l d ' s Name 

2. Date of B i r t h 

3. P l a c e o f B i r t h 

4. Name of P r e s e n t School 

5. Number and ages of c h i l d r e n i n the household 

6. Adults i n the household 

7. Who normally c a r e s f o r the c h i l d ? 

8. I s there a f a t h e r or f a t h e r s u b s t i t u t e p r e s e n t ? . 

9. How o l d was the c h i l d when he/she s t a r t e d s c h o ol? 

10. How many s c h o o l s has the c h i l d attended? 

11. I s the c h i l d happy a t s c h o o l ? 
Happy 
Not a l t o g e t h e r happy 
Unhappy 
Don't know 

12, D e t a i l s o f p a t e r n a l absence ( i f any) 

13. Does e i t h e r p a r e n t read w i t h the c h i l d ? 
At l e a s t once a week O c c a s i o n a l l y Never or Don't know 

ha r d l y ever o f N/A 

Mother 

F a t h e r 

14. Does e i t h e r p a r e n t take the c h i l d on ou t i n g s ( p i c n i c s , v i s i t i n g , 
shopping, e t c . ) ? 

At l e a s t once a week O c c a s i o n a l l y Never or Don't know 
ha r d l y e v e r o r N/A 

. Mother . . . . 

Fa t h e r 

A13 



Appendix 2 (Cont.) 

B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental Q u e s t i o n n a i r e (Cont.) 

15. Does f a t h e r take a b i g p a r t i n managing the c h i l d or does he 
lea v e i t mainly to the mother? 

Takes an equal p a r t w i t h mother 
Sm a l l e r , but s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t 
Very s m a l l p a r t or l e a v e s i t to mother 
Don't know or N/A 

16. Occupation of f a t h e r 

17. Occupation of mother ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

18. Has mother been i n p a i d work s i n c e the b i r t h of the c h i l d ? 

19. D e t a i l s of accommodation 

Second study only 

20. Are any p r a c t i c a l problems ex p e r i e n c e d by mother due to f a t h e r absence? 

21. Are any emotional problems e x p e r i e n c e d by mother due to f a t h e r absence? 

22. l-That a r e the b i g g e s t problems, i f any, f o r mothers b r i n g i n g up 
c h i l d r e n alone? 
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Appendix 2 (Cont.) 

INDEX OF COMMUNICATION AND CONTROL SCHEDULE D 

Here a r e some i d e a s about what to y s a r e f o r . P l e a s e put a one a g a i n s t 
the use t h a t you t h i n k i s most important, two a g a i n s t the next most 
important u n t i l s i x f o r the l e a s t important. 

A. To keep c h i l d r e n amused by themselves 

B. So t h a t they can p l a y w i t h other c h i l d r e n 

C. So t h a t they can f i n d out about t h i n g s 

D. To f r e e the mother so t h a t she can do o t h e r t h i n g s 

E. To h e l p them when they go to sc h o o l 

F. To show t h a t mother c a r e s when she has been away 
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Appendix 2 (Cont.) 

INDEX OF COMMUNICATION AND CONTROL SCHEDULE E 

B e s i d e s every day q u e s t i o n s c h i l d r e n o f t e n ask about t h i n g s which a r e 
d i f f i c u l t to e x p l a i n to a c h i l d . What do you f i n d you mostly do? 

Never Sometimes Often 

1. Try and change the s i a b j e c t 

2. Make up something u n t i l 
they a r e o l d e r 

3. T e l l them a l i t t l e b i t u n t i l 
they ask again 

4. T e l l them as much as 
you can 

5. T e l l them to ask Daddy 
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Appendix 2 (Cont.) 

INDEX OF COMf-TUNICATION AND CONTROL SCHEDULE F 

AS w e l l as a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s c h i l d r e n a l s o c h a t t e r q u i t e a l o t . I ' d l i k e 
you to imagine y o u r s e l f i n the f o l l o w i n g s i t u a t i o n s and say what you 
u s u a l l y do 

T e l l him/her T e l l him/her T e l l him/her Chat t o 
to stop t o w a i t q u i c k l y him/her 

1. You a r e working 
around the house 

2. You a r e wa l k i n g 
along the s t r e e t 

3. You are t r y i n g 
to r e l a x 

4. You a r e t a l k i n g 
to your husband 

5. You are i n a shop 

6, You a r e i n a bus 

7. At meal times 
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Appendix 2 (Cont.) 

INDEX OF COr4MUNICATION AND CONTP^OL CONTROL QUESTIONNAIRE 

Apart from answering q u e s t i o n s , mothers have to d e a l w i t h problems c h i l d r e n 
s e t them. Here a r e some every day problems which mothers have t o l d us come 
up with c h i l d r e n . I f they have not happened to you p l e a s e t r y to imagine 
what you would do. 

1. Suppose you thought i t was time t h a t went to bed but he/she 
s t a r t e d to c r y because he/she wanted to watch something on T.V. What 
would you say or do? 

2. l ^ a t would you say or do i f wasn't watching what he/she was 
doing and s p l i t t e a a l l over the t a b l e c l o t h ? 

3. What would you do i f brought you a bunch of fl o w e r s and you 
found t h a t he'd got them from a neighbour's garden? 

4. Supposing t h a t someone had f o r g o t t e n to b r i n g a p r e s e n t t h a t 
they'd promised and he/she wouldn't t a l k to t h a t person a l l day. IThat 
would you say or do? 

5. Imagine one day when was supposed to be going to s c h o o l he/she 
s a y s ' I don't want to go to s c h o o l today'. But he/she wasn't i l l o r 
anything, j u s t d i d n ' t want to go to s c h o o l . What would you say or do? 

I f a f t e r t h a t he/she began c r y i n g and s a y i n g ' I don't want to go', what then? 

5. Imagine when was much s m a l l e r (3 or 4) and he/she had been 
out shopping w i t h you and when you got home you found t h a t he/she had 
pic k e d up something from one of the co u n t e r s without you n o t i c i n g . What 
would you say or do? 
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APPENDIX 3 

RAW SCORES OBTAINED FROM THE FIRST AND SECOND STUDIES 

3.1 The F i r s t Study 

3.2 The Second Study: C h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 

3.3 The Second Study: C h i l d r e n aged betrween 8 and 11 y e a r s 



3.1 The F i r s t Study 



Appendix 3.1,1 

IQ s c o r e s obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , pennanent or no f a t h e r absence, on 

the F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e of the WISC 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
F a t h e r Absence 

Permanent 
F a t h e r Absence 

No 
Fa t h e r Absence 

F u l l V e r b a l P e r f o r  F u l l Ve r b a l P e r f o r  F u l l V e r b a l P e r f o r 
No S c a l e S c a l e mance No S c a l e S c a l e mance No S c a l e S c a l e mance 

IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ 

1 98 97 99 21 111 106 114 36 101 91 113 

2 120 113 125 22 114 115 110 37 124 120 124 

3 129 129 124 38 138 142 127 

4 115 113 115 39 104 106 101 

40 109 108 110 

5 116 115 114 23 94 96 93 41 104 92 115 

6 118 99 136 24 122 111 129 42 104 99 109 

7 118 114 120 25 100 95 106 43 97 95 100 

8 98 94 101 26 91 90 93 44 138 140 129 

9 110 106 113 27 121 111 128 45 83 84 86 

28 69 74 69 

10 121 120 118 29 99 104 94 46 126 121 127 

11 115 108 120 30 112 121 100 47 108 97 118 

12 117 109 124 31 117 113 120 48 110 113 106 

13 89 86 94 49 129 118 136 

14 120 119 117 

15 106 108 103 

16 94 87 103 32 107 104 108 50 110 105 114 

17 100 91 110 33 100 95 106 51 101 92 111 

18 100 105 94 • 34 104 101 106 52 103 101 104 

19 104 97 111 35 98 86 111 53 108 100 115 

20 102 94 111 

No = sxabject number 
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Appendix 3.1.2 

Scores o b t a i n e d by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence, 

on each of the f i v e v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s of the WISC 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
F a t h e r Absence 

Permanent 
Fa t h e r Absence 

No 
Fat h e r Absence 

No a 
Sub-i 

b c 
best 

d e No a 
S u b - t e s t 

b e d e No a 
S u b - t e s t 

b e d e 

1 10 6 15 6 11 21 9 12 10 9 15 36 6 11 9 6 11 
2 12 10 12 13 13 22 12 11 13 12 14 37 12 10 12 10 12 

3 13 18 18 8 16 38 18 16 13 20 16 

4 10 13 17 8 12 39 
40 

9 
7 

13 
10 

11 
17 

10 
8 

12 
14 

5 10 13 18 13 8 23 12 12 7 6 10 41 7 8 15 7 7 

6 6 9 12 7 15 24 11 11 16 7 14 42 7 9 12 9 12 

7 13 14 11 10 13 25 10 8 8 10 10 43 7 12 7 8 12 

8 5 12 10 6 12 26 8 7 10 9 8 44 12 19 18 15 18 
9 7 15 9 10 14 27 

28 
7 
5 

14 
.6 

14 
9 

11 
5 

13 
4 

45 8 6 7 10 6 

10 14 7 17 15 13 29 7 11 13 9 13 46 12 14 15 10 16 

11 10 11 14 9 12 30 12 12 16 14 13 47 12 9 10 8 9 
12 9 9 14 13 12 31 7 13 15 10 15 48 7 13 11 16 13 
13 7 7 14 5 6 49 10 13 14 15 12 
14 7 17 12 13 16 
15 5 12 13 13 13 

16 7 9 10 9 5 32 14 9 9 10 11 50 10 12 9 11 12 

17 7 9 12 5 10 33 7 8 13 7 11 51 7 9 10 9 9 
18 11 15 9 8 11 34 9 9 12 10 11 52 10 15 6 9 11 
19 8 11 10 9 10 35 6 7 10 5 11 53 10 6 10 9 15 
20 6 9 13 7 10 

No = s u b j e c t number 
a G e n e r a l I n f o r m a t i o n 
b Comprehension 
c A r i t h m e t i c 

d S i m i l a r i t i e s 
e Vocabulary 
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Appendix 3.1.3 

Scores o b t a i n e d by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence, 

on each of the f i v e performance s u b - t e s t s of the WISC 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
F a t h e r Absence 

Permanent 
F a t h e r Absence 

No 
Fat h e r Absence 

No f 
S u b - t e s t 

g h i j 
No f 

S u b - t e s t 
g h i j 

No f 
S u b - t e s t 

g h i j 

1 12 5 15 9 8 21 11 13 14 10 12 36 8 10 15 12 14 

2 9 13 18 16 12 22 8 12 13 11 13 37 12 11 10 14 10 

3 14 13 15 11 14 38 7 14 17 16 15 

4 14 11 11 15 10 39 10 10 12 11 8 

40 10 6 15 16 10 

5 12 11 13 12 12 23 5 12 12 7 9 41 14 10 15 11 11 

6 16 15 19 17 9 24 15 14 12 14 16 42 11 11 14 11 10 

' 7 10 12 13 14 15 25 11 11 9 11 12 43 10 10 11 13 6 

8 11 13 14 8 7 26 9 5 9 10 12 44 15 17 14 14 11 

9 13 13 9 15 9 27 14 12 15 15 14 45 7 9 10 10 4 

28 4 4 5 6 9 

10 13 18 16 16 10 29 10 9 11 8 8 46 14 13 12 16 14 

11 10 12 16 16 10 30 9 11 10 12 8 47 13 14 12 10 14 

12 14 12 13 17 11 31 7 8 6 20 14 48 9 9 11 13 12 

13 9 9 10 10 8 49 17 15 19 11 14 

14 15 10 16 14 7 

15 15 10 10 .13 6 

16 11 8 12 11 10 32 10 10 15 11 10 50 10 13 8 16 13 

17 13 11 12 11 10 33 11 9 11 13 10 51 12 11 15 9 11 

18 8 12 5 11 9 34 13 10 10 9 12 52 8 7 9 13 16 

19 13 12 12 11 10 35 9 15 11 11 12 53 10 11 14 12 14 

20 13 8 13 14 .10 

ui 

3 
U 
u 
D 
O 

to M 9 

No = s u b j e c t number 

f P i c t u r e C o n ^ l e t i o n 

g P i c t u r e Arrangement 

h Block Design 

i O b j e c t Assembly 

j Coding 
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Appendix 3.1.4 

T o t a l s c o r e s obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 

male and female c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent 

or no f a t h e r absence, on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

U CO 

U 

2 

No No No 

1 6 21 13 36 4 
2 11 22 8 37 9 
3 14 38 9 
4 2 39 2 

40 9 

5 3 23 6 41 8 
6 12 24 6 42 6 
7 14 25 14 43 18 
8 13 26 15 44 5 
9 8 27 18 45 18 

28 2 

10 5 29 1 46 10 
11 9 30 6 47 5 
12 5 31 5 48 11 
13 20 49 8 
14 2 
15 8 

16 15 32 6 50 5 
17 10 33 19 51 2 
18 14 34 22 52 12 
19 17 35 16 53 6 
20 9 

No = s u b j e c t number 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 5 

N e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and 
w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

p e rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence , on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

LA
SS

 1 2 21 4 36 2 

LA
SS

 

2 2 22 1 37 2 
U 
Ci] 

3 1 38 1 

M
I D

D
I 

4 1 39 

40 

0 

3 
i f ) 

^ 

i f ) 

^ 

i f ) 

^ 

5 0 23 0 4 1 1 

CO 

< 
6 1 24 0 42 2 

7 0 25 1 43 5 
o 8 1 26 3 44 0 

o 
9 2 27 

28 

2 

0 

45 2 

10 0 29 0 46 2 
10 
10 

< 
11 0 30 0 47 2 

u 12 1 31 2 48 2 

M
ID

D
LE

 

13 

14 

2 

1 

49 1 

u 
15 0 

u 

u 
r. 

w 
to 

16 4 32 1 50 2 

3 
u 

17 1 33 2 5 1 0 

e; 
z 

18 4 34 4 52 2 

19 1 35 1 53 2 

i 20 1 

N = s u b j e c t number 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 6 

A n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and 

w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

pe rmanent o r no f a t h e r a b s e n c e , on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . f o r C o m p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

Ed to 

< 

2 

No No No 

1 3 2 1 2 36 0 

2 2 22 1 37 1 

3 3 38 2 

4 0 39 0 

40 0 

5 1 23 3 4 1 1 

6 2 24 0 42 2 

7 5 25 3 43 2 

8 2 26 3 44 1 

9 1 27 4 45 4 

28 0 

10 1 29 0 46 2 

11 1 30 3 47 1 

12 0 31 0 48 1 

13 4 49 0 

14 0 

15 . Q . . 

16 1 32 2 50 0 

17 1 33 3 51 0 

18 2 34 3 52 3 

19 5 35 5 53 0 

20 1 

No = s u b j e c t number 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 7 

Responses made by m o t h e r s o f m i d d l e c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by 

P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence Group 

N = 10 

Permanent 
Absence Group 

N = 5 

No 
Absence Group 

N = 9 

I t e m D Does y o u r c h i l d w e t t h e bed? 

YES 1 0 

NO 9 5 

I t e m I I I Does y o u r c h i l d e v e r s t e a l t h i n g s ? 

YES 2 1 0 

NO 8 4 9 

I t e m 4 F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s , i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 3 0 

NO 7 5 

I t e m 5 No t much l i k e d b y o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 0 0 

NO 10 5 

I t e m 18 B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 0 0 

NO 10 5 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 8 

Responses made by m o t h e r s o f w o r k i n g c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by 

P a r e n t s : , S c a l e , A ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N .10 N = 9 

I t e m D Does y o u r c h i l d w e t t h e bed? 

YES 3 1 0 

NO 7 9 9 

I t e m I I I Does y o u r c h i l d e v e r s t e a l t h i n g s ? 

YES 2 2 0 

NO 8 8 9 

I t e m 4 F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s , i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 3 5 3 

NO 7 5 6 

I t e m 5 No t much l i k e d b y o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 1 0 0 

NO 9 10 9 

I t e m 18 B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 1 3 1 

NO 9 7 8 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 9 

T o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and w o r k i n g c l a s s 

male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , pe rmanen t 

o r no f a t h e r absence , on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r C o m p l e t i o n by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

U3 

No No No 

1 0 21 11 36 0 

2 0 22 9 37 1 

3 0 38 1 

4 0 39 0 

40 2 

5 9 23 9 4 1 0 

6 0 24 2 42 4 

7 12 25 17 43 9 

8 8 26 4 44 0 

9 3 27 0 45 9 

28 .5 

10 0 29 0 46 8 

11 0 30 4 47 0 

12 0 31 2 48 3 

13 7 49 4 

14 0 

15 0 

16 1 32 13 50 2 

17 1 33 4 5 1 1 

18 12 34 1 52 7 

19 5 35 10 53 2 

.20 6 

No = s u b j e c t number 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 1 0 

N e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s o b t a i n e d b y m i d d l e c l a s s and 

w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

per rnanent o r no f a t h e r absence , o n t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n b y T e a c h e r s : S c a l e BC2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No - No 

1 0 2 1 8 36 0 

2 0 22 4 37 1 

3 0 38 0 

4 0 39 0 

40 2 

5 2 23 3 4 1 0 

6 0 24 0 42 3 

7 2 25 1 43 4 

8 3 26 0 44 0 

9 2 26 0 45 1 

27 . . 0 , 

10 0 29 0 46 5 

11 0 30 1 47 0 

12 0 31 2 48 3 

13 5 49 1 

14 0 

15 0 

16 0 32 1 50 0 

17 0 33 2 51 0 

18 6 34 0 52 2 

19 1 35 0 53 0 

20 3 

No = s u b j e c t number 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 1 1 

A n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and 

w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r a b s e n c e , on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o n p l e t i o n by Teache r s : S c a l e B(2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

1 0 21 0 36 0 

2 0 22 0 37 0 

3 0 38 0 

4 0 39 0 

40 0 

5 3 23 2 4 1 0 

6 0 24 0 42 0 

7 1 25 8 43 0 

8 0 26 2 44 0 

9 0 27 0 45 1 

28 .2 

10 0 29 0 46 0 

11 0 30 0 47 0 

12 0 31 0 48 0 

13 0 49 0 

14 0 

15 0 

16 0 32 7 50 0 

17 0 33 0 5 1 0 

18 1 34 0 52 0 

19 0 35 3 53 0 

20 0 

No = s u b j e c t number 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 1 2 

Responses made by t e a c h e r s o f m i d d l e c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by 

T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 1 0 N = 5 N . = 9 . 

I t e m 5 F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s o r i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 0 0 0 

NO 10 5 9 

I t e m 6 No t much l i k e d by o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 0 0 0 

NO 10 5 9 

I t e m 20 Has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one o r more o c c a s i o n s i n t h e p a s t y e a r 

YES 0 0 0 

NO 10 5 9 

I t e m 26 B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 0 0 0 

NO 10 5 9 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 1 3 

Responses made b y t e a c h e r s o f w o r k i n g c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r ::o f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by 

T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N = io N = .9 

I t e m 5 

YES 

NO 

I t e m 6 

YES 

NO 

I t e m 20 

YES 

NO 

I t e m 26 

YES 

NO 

F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s o r i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

3 6 0 

7 4 9 

N o t much l i k e d by o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

2 2 1 

8 8 8 

Has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one o r more o c c a s i o n s i n t h e p a s t y e a r 

0 1 0 

10 9 9 

B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

1 4 0 

9 6 9 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 1 4 

Responses made by m o t h e r s o f m i d d l e c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e B i o g r a p h i c a l and E n v i r o n m e n t a l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 1 0 N = 5 N = 9 

I t e m 10 How many s c h o o l s has t h e c h i l d a t t e n d e d ? More t h a n one? 

YES 2 0 1 

NO 8 5 8 

I t e m 11 I s t h e c h i l d happy a t s c h o o l ? 

YES 8 5 8 

NO 2 0 1 

I t e m 13a Does m o t h e r r e a d w i t h t h e c h i l d ? 

YES 10 5 8 

NO 0 0 1 

I t e m 13b Does f a t h e r r e a d w i t h t h e c h i l d ? 

YES 9 9 

NO 1 0 

I t e m 14a Does m o t h e r t a k e c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

YES 10 5 9 

NO 0 0 0 

I t e m 14b Does f a t h e r t a k e t h e c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

YES 10 9 

NO 0 0 

I t e m 15 Does t h e f a t h e r t a k e a b i g p a r t i n managing t h e 

YES 9 8 

NO 1 1 

I t e m 18 Has m o t h e r been i n p a i d work s i n c e t h e b i r t h o f 

YES 2 3 5 

NO 8 2 4 

I t e m 19 Does t h e f a m i l y own i t s own house? 

YES 4 4 9 

NO . 6 .1 0 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 1 . 1 5 

Responses made by m o t h e r s o f w o r k i n g c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e B i o g r a p h i c a l and E n v i r o n m e n t a l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N = 10 N = 9 

I t e m 10 How many s c h o o l s has t h e c h i l d a t t e n d e d ? More t h a n one? 

YES 1 2 1 

NO 9 8 8 

I t e m 11 I s t h e c h i l d happy a t s c h o o l ? 

YES 9 6 7 

NO 1 4 2 

I t e m 13a Does m o t h e r r e a d w i t h t h e c h i l d ? 

YES 10 8 9 

NO 0 2 0 

I t e m 13b Does f a t h e r r e a d w i t h t h e c h i l d ? 

YES 8 8 

NO 2 1 

I t e m 14a Does m o t h e r t a k e c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

YES 10 8 9 

NO 0 2 0 

I t e m 14b Does f a t h e r t a k e t h e c h i l d o n o u t i n g s ? 

YES 7 9 

NO 3 0 

I t e m 15 Does t h e f a t h e r t a k e a b i g p a r t i n manag ing t h e 

YES 6 9 

NO 4 0 

I t e m 18 Has m o t h e r been i n p a i d w o r k s i n c e t h e b i r t h o f 

YES 8 4 6 

NO 2 6 3 

I t e m 19 Does t h e f a m i l y own i t s own house? 

YES 2 1 2 

NO .8 .9 . . . 7 
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3 . 2 The Second S t u d y : C h i l d r e n aged b e t w e e n 5 and 7 y e a r s 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 1 

IQ s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r no f a t h e r absence , o n 

t h e F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l Sca l e and P e r f o r m a n c e S c a l e o f t h e WISC 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
F a t h e r Absence 

Permanent 
F a t h e r Absence 

No 
F a t h e r Absence 

F u l l V e r b a l P e r f o r  F u l l V e r b a l P e r f o r  F u l l V e r b a l P e r f o r 

No S c a l e S c a l e mance No S c a l e S c a l e mance No S c a l e S c a l e mance 

IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ 

1 110 97 122 21 123 115 127 36 132 134 124 

2 107 100 113 22 96 109 83 37 131 126 129 

3 14 3 144 133 23 120 111 125 38 104 105 101 

4 109 100 118 39 108 118 96 

5 106 106 104 40 121 125 113 

6 

7 

8 

'i ^ 
g 10 

104 

92 

100 

123 

109 

94 

82 

84 

118 

101 

115 

104 

118 

121 

117 

24 98 

25 73 

26 111 

95 

57 

101 

27 108 96 

28 100 97 

101 

96 

120 

120 

103 

4 1 104 94 115 

42 118 120 113 

43 117 113 120 

44 102 96 108 

11 117 108 124 

< 12 117 113 120 
u 
u 13 118 114 120 
D 
D 14 128 133 117 
H 
z. 15 115 111 117 

29 128 133 117 

30 107 113 99 

31 131 129 128 

45 125 124 121 

46 120 109 129 

47 128 118 133 

48 118 110 124 

16 75 71 85 32 94 90 100 49 115 110 118 

17 114 118 107 33 108 103 113 50 96 94 99 

18 93 79 111 34 99 100 99 51 98 90 107 

19 117 105 127 35 112 104 118 52 93 87 100 

20 83 82 87 

No s u b j e c t number 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 2 

Scores o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence , 

on each o f t h e f i v e v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s o f t h e WISC . 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
F a t h e r Absence 

Permanent 
F a t h e r Absence 

No 
F a t h e r Absence 

No 
a 

S u b - t e s t 
b e d e 

No 
a 

S u b - t e s t 
b e d e 

No 
a 

S u b - t e s t 
b e d e 

1 7 9 14 8 10 21 9 11 10 15 - 17 36 12 16 18 14 17 

2 10 6 15 8 11 22 16 6 10 13 12 37 15 14 12 15 15 

3 15 19 18 16 17 23 14 12 10 11 12 38 7 14 11 8 14 

4 6 7 13 12 12 39 10 17 12 10 15 

5 12 9 10 9 . 15 40 13 .20 11 10 16 

6 4 12 10 8 11 24 6 7 10 10 13 4 1 6 9 10 10 10 

7 7 3 9 10 7 25 4 3 3 3 3 42 10 16 16 8 16 

8 6 3 10 7 11 26 6 15 11 12 7 43 10 13 12 10 15 

9 8 17 10 13 16 27 6 10 11 10 10 44 9 13 12 7 6 

10 10 7 12 .11 11 28 . 9 6- 11 ,8 .14 

11 11 5 16 1 1 13 29 14 19 16 10 17 45 14 13 17 11 14 

12 9 15 15 10 11 30 14 9 13 12 12 46 10 14 16 7 10 

13 8 14 16 13 10 31 15 14 17 1 1 16 47 12 12 14 13 13 

14 15 17 17 11 16 48 12 14 12 8 12 

15 12 1 1 13 13 . .10 

16 4 2 8 6 7 32 6 9 10 7 10 49 9 12 14 8 15 

17 12 11 13 15 13 33 7 10 8 14 13 50 7 11 8 7 12 

18 5 6 7 10 5 34 10 11 10 9 10 51 6 8 12 9 7 

19 9 5 12 14 14 35 8 13 12 9 11 52 6 5 10 9 10 

20 6 9 8 7 6 

u 

CO 

No = s u b j e c t number 

a G e n e r a l I n f o r m a t i o n 

b C o m p r e h e n s i o n 

e A r i t h m e t i c 

d S i m i l a r i t i e s 

e V o c a b u l a r y 
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A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 3 

Scores o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence , 

on each o f t h e f i v e p e r f o r m a n c e s u b - t e s t s o f t h e WISC 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
F a t h e r Absence 

Permanent 
F a t h e r Absence 

No 
F a t h e r Absence 

No 
S u b - t e s t 

f g h i j 
No 

S u b - t e s t 
g h i 

No 
S u b - t e s t 

f g h i 

14 

9 

13 

11 

11 

15 

13 

20 

12 

8 

10 

10 

8 

19 

12 

8 

15 

16 12 

13 12 

18 15 

12 

21 13 14 16 15 1 1 

22 12 9 5 5 7 

23 14 11 14 13 16 

36 12 16 13 14 12 

37 12 16 16 16 11 

38 8 12 8 9 14 

39 12 10 10 6 9 

40 15 12 13 10 9 

11 

12 

17 

11 

11 

13 

8 

14 

17 13 

8 11 

12 

17 

10 12 14 14 

10 

12 

14 

9 

9 

16 

11 

8 

24 11 10 9 10 11 

25 9 10 7 9 12 

26 13 15 13 13 10 

27 12 13 13 17 9 

28 10 11 13 11 . , 7 

4 1 9 13 13 11 15 

42 8 13 15 12 1 1 

43 16 14 12 10 12 

44 13 13 13 8 9 

U I f i 

3 
U 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

13 13 

13 15 

13 13 

12 13 

11 

12 

13 

13 

15 

15 

12 

11 

13 

17 

13 

12 

15 

11 

1 1 

11 

9 

29 11 9 14 13 15 

30 9 9 12 12 7 

31 12 14 15 15 14 

45 10 12 17 14 12 

46 14 15 14 10 18 

47 12 15 17 17 13 

48 11 13 16 9 18 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

8 

9 

13 

11 

8 

9 

15 

1 1 

17 

8 

9 

10 

12 

18 

9 

7 

10 

9 

12 

6 

8 

11 

13 

11 

10 

32 9 10 12 10 9 

33 13 13 6 13 14 

34 12 9 11 6 11 

35 1 1 14 14 12 12 

49 15 15 13 1 1 9 

50 7 11 12 8 1 1 

51 13 10 9 10 13 

52 1 1 7 13 12 7 

No = s u b j e c t nxamber 

f P i c t u r e C o m p l e t i o n 

g P i c t u r e A r r a n g e m e n t 

h B l o c k D e s i g n 

i O b j e c t Assembly 

j C o d i n g 

A36 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 4 

T o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and w o r k i n g c l a s s 

male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , pe rmanen t 

o r no f a t h e r absence , on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r C o m p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

1 2 21 3 36 8 

2 18 22 13 37 6 

3 9 23 13 38 9 

4 10 39 12 

5 15 40 22 

6 5 24 19 4 1 9 

7 10 25 16 42 6 

8 12 26 10 43 8 

9 4 27 1 44 6 

10 .3 28 . .6 

11 9 29 8 45 3 

12 2 30 7 46 9 

13 15 31 8 47 8 

14 2 48 12 

15 6 

16 7 32 5 49 9 

17 9 33 4 50 6 

18 20 34 16 51 7 

19 7 35 23 52 8 

20 14 

No = s u b j e c t number 

A37 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 5 

N e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and 

w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence , on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e . f o r C o m p l e t i o n by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

1 1 21 0 36 4 

< 2 1 22 1 37 0 

u 3 1 23 2 38 1 
u 
t J 
Q 4 2 39 2 
Q 
M 
s 5 4 40 7 

CO 6 0 24 1 4 1 0 
Ui 

3 7 1 25 2 42 0 
U 

o 8 3 26 1 43 1 
2 
M 9 1 27 0 44 3 

o 
3 10 1 28 1 

11 1 29 2 45 0 
w 
3 12 0 30 0 46 1 
U 

13 4 31 2 47 0 
Q 
Q 14 1 48 4 
M 
E 15 1 

W 16 0 32 0 49 1 

< 17 0 33 3 50 0 
U 

u 18 4 34 1 51 2 

M 19 3 35 0 52 1 

o 
3 20 2 

No = s u b j e c t number 

A38 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 , 6 

A n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and 
w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence , on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n b y P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 

F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

CO 1 0 2 1 0 36 2 

< 2 3 22 3 37 1 

3 2 23 4 38 3 
5 
D 4 0 39 3 
H 
E: 5 .4 40 3 

6 0 24 3 41 0 
w 
3 7 4 25 1 42 3 
u 
CD 8 2 26 1 43 1 

M 9 0 27 0 44 1 

i 10 . 1 28 1 

w 11 0 29 2 45 0 

3 12 0 30 0 46 1 
u 
CO 13 1 31 1 47 1 
( J 
o 
o 14 0 48 1 

15 , 0 

16 1 32 0 49 2 
U) 
(/I 

3 
17 3 33 2 50 1 

u 18 1 34 1 51 1 
o 
M 19 0 35 4 52 2 
2 
o 20 3 

No = s u b j e c t number 

A39 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 , 7 

Responses made b y m o t h e r s o f m i d d l e c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n b y 

P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 1 0 . . . N = 6 N = 9 

I t e m D Does y o u r c h i l d w e t t h e bed? 

YES ' 2 0 0 

NO 8 6 9 

I t e m I I I Does y o u r c h i l d e v e r s t e a l t h i n g s ? 

YES . 1 1 0 

NO 9 5 9 

I t e m 4 F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s , i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 1 1 3 

NO 9 5 6 

I t e m 5 No t much l i k e d by o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 1 1 3 

NO 9 5 6 

I t e m 18 B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 1 1 1 

NO 9 5 8 

A40 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 8 

Responses made by m o t h e r s o f w o r k i n g c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by 

P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N = 9 . . N = 8 

I t e m D Does y o u r c h i l d w e t t h e bed? 

YES 3 4 0 

NO 7 5 8 

I t e m I I I Does y o u r c h i l d e v e r s t e a l t h i n g s ? 

YES 2 2 0 

NO 8 7 8 

I t e m 4 F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s , i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 3 4 2 

NO 7 5 6 

I t e m 5 N o t much l i k e d by o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 4 2 2 

NO 6 7 6 

I t e m 18 B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 2 3 0 

NO 8 6 8 

A41 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 9 

T o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and w o r k i n g c l a s s 

male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , pe rmanen t 

o r no f a t h e r absence , on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

f o r C o m p l e t i o n by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

CO 1 5 21 0 36 4 
to 
3 2 5 22 8 37 10 
u 
u 3 9 23 0 38 8 
>J 
Q 
O 4 1 39 5 
M 
s: 5 1 40 5 

CO 6 1 24 16 4 1 7 
lO 

< 7 10 25 18 42 3 
u 
o 8 0 26 4 43 4 
2 
H 9 7 27 3 44 8 

i 10 . . 1 . 28 10-

to 11 4 29 2 45 0 
U) 

3 12 2 30 4 46 1 
u 

13 5 31 0 47 1 

a 
D 

14 0 48 4 

E .15 .6 

(0 16 0 32 6 49 1 
to 
< 17 1 33 5 50 0 
u 

18 2 34 1 5 1 4 

M 19 5 35 8 52 1 

i 20 15 

No = s u b j e c t number 

A4 2 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 1 0 

N e u r o t i c i s m s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s o b t a i n e d b y m i d d l e c l a s s and 

w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t 

pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence , on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

i f i 

No No No 

1 1 21 0 36 2 

2 1 22 0 37 2 

3 2 23 0 38 0 

4 1 39 2 

5 0 40 3 

6 0 24 6 4 1 5 

7 3 25 4 42 0 

8 0 26 0 43 2 

9 2 27 0 44 3 

. 10 1 28 3 

11 0 29 1 45 0 

12 1 30 1 46 0 

13 3 31 0 47 0 

14 0 48 3 

15 2 

16 0 32 3 49 0 

17 0 33 2 50 0 

18 0 34 0 5 1 0 

19 4 35 1 52 0 

20 1 

No = s u b j e c t number 

A4 3 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 1 1 

A n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m i d d l e c l a s s and 

w o r k i n g c l a s s ma le and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence , on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n b y T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

1 2 2 1 0 36 1 

2 1 22 3 37 2 

3 0 23 0 38 3 

4 0 - 39 1 

5 0 40 , 0 

6 0 24 2 4 1 0 

7 2 25 4 42 3 

8 0 26 2 43 0 

9 0 27 0 44 0 

10 0 28 0 

1 1 0 29 0 45 0 

12 0 30 0 46 0 

13 0 31 0 47 0 

14 0 48 0 

.15 0 

16 0 32 0 49 0 

17 1 33 1 50 0 

18 0 34 0 51 4 

19 0 35 2 52 0 

. .20 7 

No = s u b j e c t number 

A44 



A p p e n d i x 3 , 2 . 1 2 

Responses made by t e a c h e r s o f m i d d l e c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o n ^ ^ l e t i o n b y 

T e a c h e r s : S c a l e . B ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N .= 6 N = 9 

I t e m 5 F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s o r i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 1 1 0 

NO 9 5 9 

I t e m 6 N o t much l i k e d b y o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 3 0 2 

NO 7 6 7 

I t e m 20 Has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one o r more o c c a s i o n s i n t h e p a s t y e a r 

YES 0 0 0 

NO 10 6 9 

I t e m 26 B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES O i l 

NO 10 5 8 

•A45 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 1 3 

Responses made by t e a c h e r s o f w o r k i n g c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by 

T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N .= 9 . N = 9 

I t e m 5 F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s o r i s e x t r e m e l y q u a r r e l s o m e w i t h o t h e r c h i 

YES 1 3 0 

NO 9 6 9 

I t e m 6 No t much l i k e d by o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 1 4 1 

NO 9 5 8 

I t e m 20 Has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one o r more o c c a s i o n s i n t h e p a s t y e a r 

YES 2 0 0 

NO 8 9 9 

I t e m 26 B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 1 1 0 

NO 9 8 9 

A46 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 1 4 

Sco re s o b t a i n e d by m o t h e r s o f m i d d l e c l a s s and 

w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence on 

Schedu le D o f t h e I n d e x o f C o m m u n i c a t i o n and C o n t r o l 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

w to 
lu to 

No No No 

1 1 1 2 1 1 1 36 9 

2 11 22 1 1 37 10 

3 9 23 1 1 38 11 

4 11 39 10 

5 1 1 40 1 1 

6 9 24 5 4 1 11 

7 11 25 9 42 10 

- 8 8 26 11 43 11 

9 11 27 9 44 11 

10 9 28 , , 2 

1 1 8 29 10 45 11 

12 9 30 9 46 11 

13 1 1 31 9 47 11 

14 1 1 48 10 

15 9 

16 6 32 11 49 11 

17 10 33 11 50 6 

18 10 34 1 1 51 10 

19 9 35 9 52 7 

20 8 

No = s u b j e c t number 

A47 



A p p e n d i x 3 , 2 . 1 5 

S c o r e s o b t a i n e d by m o t h e r s o f m i d d l e c l a s s and 

w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r no f a t h e r absence on 

S c h e d u l e E o f t h e I n d e x o f C o m m u n i c a t i o n and C o n t r o l 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

1 2 21 5 36 4 

2 3 22 1 37 4 

3 3 23 4 38 3 

4 1 39 4 

5 5 .40 1 

6 3 24 5 4 1 3 

7 4 25 3 42 2 

8 2 26 3 43 3 

9 5 27 3 44 5 

10 4 . 28 . ,4 

11 4 29 6 45 4 

12 4 30 4 46 3 

13 6 31 5 47 3 

14 5 48 4 

15 4 

16 3 32 5 49 5 

17 4 33 1 50 5 

18 5 34 2 51 3 

19 3 35 5 52 3 

20 4 

No = s u b j e c t number 

A48 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 , 1 6 

Scores o b t a i n e d by m o t h e r s o f m i d d l e c l a s s and 

w o r k i n g c l a s s male and f e m a l e c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , p e r m a n e n t o r no f a t h e r absence on 

Schedu le F o f t h e I n d e x o f C o m m u n i c a t i o n and C o n t r o l 

3 

2 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

1 16 2 1 17 36 15 

2 17 22 14 37 15 

3 11 23 17 38 16 

4 11 39 16 

5 15 40 13 

6 13 24 18 4 1 14 

7 10 25 11 42 15 

8 10 26 11 43 13 

9 9 27 9 44 15 

10 8 . 28 16 

1 1 15 29 14 45 16 

12 17 30 19 46 17 

13 16 31 15 47 13 

14 16 48 15 

.15 17 . 

16 15 32 17 49 13 

17 18 33 13 50 18 

18 14 34 7 5 1 18 

19 15 35 10 52 13 

20 15 . 

No = s u b j e c t number 

A49 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 1 7 

The i n c i d e n c e o f a v o i d a n c e , p u n i s h m e n t and s u p p o r t r e sponses t o t h e i t e m s o f t h e 
C o n t r o l Q i a e s t i o n i r i a i r e . b y m o t h e r s o f c h i l d r e n aged be tween f i v e and seven y e a r s 

MALES FEMALES 

RESPONSE ABSENCE GROUPS MIDDLE 
CLASS 

WORKING 
CLASS 

MIDDLE 
CLASS 

WORKING 
CLASS 

ITEM . 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

ITEM 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

ITEM 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

ITEM 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 

A v o i d a n c e Permanent 

NO 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 

P u n i s h m e n t Permanent 

No 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 

S u p p o r t Permanent 

No 

0 0 0 1 0 0 5 2 1 0 1 1 0 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 1 1 0 0 5 

0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 2 1 1 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 1 0 4 

0 . 0 ' d 1 1 0 • 5 b O ' l 0 1 1 • 5 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 4 

1 5 1 0 0 1 5 1 3 3 0 0 3 5 1 5 1 0 0 1 5 1 3 2 1 1 3 5 

2 2 1 0 0 2 3 5 4 2 1 3 2 5 1 2 0 1 1 1 3 1 3 2 1 0 1 4 

3 3 1 1 1 0 5 4 4 2 0 0 0 5 2 3 0 . 0 0 0 4 2 2 1 1 2 1 4 

4 0 4 4 5 4 5 2 1 2 4 4 2 5 3 0 4 5 5 4 5 4 2 2 3 4 2 5 

1 1 2 3 3 1 3 0 0 3 2 1 2 5 1 1 3 2 2 2 3 2 1 2 3 3 3 4 

2 2 4 3 3 5 5 0 0 . 1 4 3 3 5 2 1 4 4 4 . 4 . 4 1 2 2 3 2 3 4 

N = number o f s u b j e c t s 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 1 8 

Responses made by m o t h e r s o f m i d d l e c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , permainent o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e B i o g r a p h i c a l and E n v i r o n m e n t a l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

. N = .10 N = 6 N = 9 

I t e m 10 How many s c h o o l s has t h e c h i l d a t t e n d e d ? More t h a n one? 

YES 2 2 2 

NO 8 4 7 

I t e m 11 I s t h e c h i l d happy a t s c h o o l ? 

YES 10 6 7 

NO 0 0 2 

I t e m 13a Does m o t h e r r e a d w i t h t h e c h i l d ? 

YES 10 6 9 

NO 0 0 0 

I t e m 13b Does f a t h e r r e a d w i t h t h e c h i l d ? 

YES 10 8 

NO 0 1 

I t e m I 4 a Does m o t h e r t a k e c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

YES 10 6 8 

NO 0 0 1 

I t e m 14b Does f a t h e r t a k e t h e c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

YES 10 9 

NO 0 0 

.A51 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 1 8 ( c o n t . ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N = 6 N = 9 

I t e m 15 Does t h e f a t h e r t a k e a b i g p a r t i n managing t h e c h i l d ? 

YES 9 8 

NO 1 . 1 

I t e m 18 Has m o t h e r been i n p a i d w o r k s i n c e t h e b i r t h o f t he c h i l d ? 

YES 3 4 5 

NO 7 2 4 

I t e m 19 Does t h e f a m i l y own i t s own house? 

YES 7 5 9 

NO 3 1 0 

I t e m 20 A r e any p r a c t i c a l p r o b l e m s e x p e r i e n c e d by t h e m o t h e r due 
t o f a t h e r absence? 

YES 8 5 

NO 2 1 

I t e m 21 A r e any e m o t i o n a l p r o b l e m s e x p e r i e n c e d b y t h e mo the r due 
t o f a t h e r absence? 

YES 6 4 

NO 4 2 

A52 



A p p e n d i x 3 . 2 . 1 9 

Responses made by m o t h e r s o f w o r k i n g c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , pe rmanen t o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l i t e m s 

o f t h e B i o g r a p h i c a l and E n v i r o n m e n t a l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 1 0 N = 1 0 . . N = 8 

I t e m 10 How many s c h o o l s has t h e c h i l d a t t e n d e d ? More t h a n one? 

YES 4 1 0 

NO 6 8 8 

I t e m 11 I s t h e c h i l d happy a t s c h o o l ? 

YES 10 7 5 

NO 0 2 3 

I t e m 13a Does m o t h e r r e a d w i t h t h e c h i l d ? 

YES 10 8 7 

NO 0 1 1 

I t e m 13b Does f a t h e r r e a d w i t h t h e c h i l d ? 

YES 7 7 

NO 3 1 

I t e m 14a Does m o t h e r t a k e c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

YES 10 9 8 

NO 0 0 0 

I t e m 14b Does f a t h e r t a k e t h e c h i l d o n o u t i n g s ? 

YES 10 7 

NO 0 1 
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Appendix 3.2.19 (cont.) 

Interndttent Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 . N .= 10 N = 8 

Item 15 Does the father take a big part in managing the child? 

YES 10 7 

NO 0 2 

Item 18 Has mother been in paid work since the b i r t h of the child? 

YES 6 3 3 

NO 4 6 6 

Item 19 Does the family own i t s own house? 

YES 3 0 5 

NO 7 9 3 -

Item 20 Are any p r a c t i c a l problems experienced by the mother clue 
to father absence? 

YES 8 8 

NO 2 1 

Item 21 Are any emotional problems experienced by the mother due 
to father absence? 

YES 7 8 

NO 3 1 
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3.3 The Second Study: Children aged between 8 and 11 years 



Appendix 3,3.1 

IQ scores obtained by middle c l a s s cind working c l a s s male and female 

children experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence, on 

the F u l l Scale, Verbal Scale and Performance Scale of the WISC 

Intermittent 
Father Absence 

Permanent 
Father Absence 

No 
Father Absence 

F u l l Verbal Perfor F u l l Verbal Perfor F u l l Verbal Perfor
No Scale Scale mance No Scale Scale mance No Scale Scale mance 

IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ IQ 

1 112 120 100 21 107 104 108 35 109 110 106 
2 116 128 100 22 114 113 113 36 97 106 87 
3 114 120 104 23 105 105 113 37 101 104 99 
4 117 125 106 38 104 101 106 
5 101 92 111 39 131 119 138 

6 94 97 92 24 134 120 143 40 109 106 111 
7 101 90 113 25 117 110 122 41 122 126 113 
8 125 111 135 26 135 121 14 3 42 128 123 129 
9 123 121 120 27 129 118 124 43 90 91 90 

10 85 79 94 .28 .105 97 113 44 .120 116 121 

11 117 124 107 29 120 105 128 45 107 114 97 
12 93 96 90 30 120 118 118 46 120 113 124 

13 115 123 104 31 111 111 108 47 99 104 94 
14 112 118 103 48 131 124 132 
15 107 108 104 49 128 135 115 

16 116 115 114 32 88 90 87 50 93 100 87 
17 109 101 115 33 117 113 114 51 97 97 97 
18 117 104 129 34 91 82 101 52 99 97 100 
19 115 105 122 53 114 101 125 
20 118 113 121 54 108 100 115 

No subject number 
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Appendix 3.3.2 

Scores obtained by middle e l a s s and working elass male and female 

children experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence, 

on each of the five verbal sub-tests of the WISC 

Intermittent 
Father Absence 

Permanent 
Father Absence 

No 
Father Absence 

No a 
Sub-test 

b e d e No a 
Sub-test 

b e d e No a 
Sub-test 

b e d e 

1 12 8 15 16 15 21 6 14 8 13 12 35 13 11 8 13 13 
< 2 14 15 13 15 15 22 12 10 13 10 15 36 10 9 10 13 13 
0 3 13 12 14 14 13 23 4 16 12 10 12 37 7 13 9 12 12 

DD
L 4 11 15 16 14 14 38 8 12 10 11 10 

Hi 

s 5 5 10 10 9 .10 39 11 12 13 14 15 

CL
AS

S 6 9 7 9 8 15 24 11 13 14 12 16 40 9 12 10 11 13 

CL
AS

S 

7 7 3 11 9 12 25 10 12 10 14 12 41 13 15 13 15 15 
U z 8 10 13 12 9 15 26 15 15 14 10 13 42 14 14 10 15 15 

RK
I 9 12 10 13 15 17 27 11 15 12 10 16 43 7 12 6 8 10 

O 
s 10 5 6 8 6 8 28 .8 10 13 6 . 9 44 . ,10 13 12 14 14 

11 10 16 14 14 15 29 9 12 8 13 12 45 13 14 9 10 15 
< 
u 12 7 10 11 8 11 30 10 13 11 16 14 46 11 13 8 13 15 

13 12 15 12 14 15 31 10 14 11 11 13 47 9 15 9 10 10 

ID
D 14 10 16 11 15 12 48 10 13 17 15 14 

15 7 12 .13 .12 12 4? . 13 .13 18 17 17 

U5 
Ui 

16 12 11 13 13 13 32 8 10 6 8 10 50 11 7 11 12 9 

CL
A 17 8 12 10 11 10 33 12 13 10 15 14 51 11 7 10 10 10 

2 18 10 13 9 9 12 34 5 5 7 7 12 52 9 10 8 12 9 

RK
I 19 14 11 7 9 13 53 8 9 10 11 13 

O 20 11 15 16 15 13 54 9 11 7 13 10 

No = subject number 
a General Information 
b Comprehension 
c Arithmetic 

d S i m i l a r i t i e s 
e Vocabulary 
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Appendix 3.3.3 

Scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female 

children experiencing intermittent, permanent or no father absence, 

on each of the five performance sub-tests of the WISC 

Intermittent 
Father Absence 

Permanent 
Father Absence 

No 
Father Absence 

No Sub-test 
g h i j No Sub-test 

g h i No Sub-test 
f g h i j 

8 
12 
11 
11 
11 

12 
11 
12 
16 
12 

9 
10 
10 
15 
12 

12 
9 
10 
9 
14 

9 
8 

10 
13 
9 

21 13 9 11 13 10 
22 9 11 14 12 13 
23 10 14 6 9 14 

35 13 13 12 10 6 
36 9 8 10 6 8 
37 11 11 9 11 7 
38 10 10 15 13 6 
39 14 15 20 14 14 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

8 
11 
17 
11 
8 

15 
13 
12 
13 
7 

7 
14 

7 
12 

16 15 
15 14 
13 12 

7 24 18 18 18 15 21 
9 25 14 15 15 14 8 

15 26 15 16 19 18 13 
11 27 12 13 13 13 16 
6 28 10 10 13 .13 13 

40 10 13 10 10 15 
41 16 13 11 10 9 
42 15 13 13 11 19 
43 10 9 9 8 7 
44 14 11 14 16 10 

3 

11 
12 
13 

11 
8 
12 

14 14 
15 9 

13 
5 

10 
12 
10 

12 
9 
11 
9 
11 

9 
10 
9 
6 
8 

10 
11 
11 
11 
15 

29 11 10 14 15 20 
30 10 10 15 14 14 
31 9 11 12 12 12 

45 11 10 7 10 10 
46 17 11 11 14 14 
47 10 9 8 10 9 
48 15 15 14 10 19 
49 12 11 15 14 9 

16 
17 

9 
12 

18 15 
19 12 
20 14 

14 
10 
12 
17 
12 

8 
14 
18 
13 
16 

13 16 
13 12 
13 
12 
10 

13 
12 
13 

32 8 5 11 9 8 
33 12 11 13 12 12 
34 8 13 9 12 9 

50 9 11 9 7 5 
51 10 9 7 9 13 
52 9 8 10 11 12 
53 13 16 15 9 15 
54 9 14 12 10 16 

No subject number 

f Picture Completion 
g Picture Arrangement 
h Block Design 

i Object Assembly 
j Coding 
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Appendix 3.3.4 

Total scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 

male and female children experiencing intermittent, permanent 

or no father absence, on the Children's Behaviour Questionnaire 

for Completion by Parents: Scale A(2) 

Intermittent Permanent No 
./Father Absence Father Absence Father Absence 

No No No 

1 11 21 14 35 7 
2 4 22 18 36 22 
3 8 23 15 37 2 
4 9 38 9 
5 12 .39 2 

6 8 24 10 40 11 
7 9 25 17 41 6 
8 1 26 10 42 4 
9 15 27 4 43 8 

10 4 28 . . .20 44 , .9 

11 3 29 3 45 5 
12 8 30 23 46 2 
13 6 31 6 47 8 
14 13 48 7 
15 . .5 49 11 

16 13 32 10 50 7 
17 11 33 6 51 14 
18 2 34 12 52 11 
19 6 53 6 
20 10 54 10 

No = subject number 
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Appendix 3.3.5 

Neuroticism sub-scale scores obtained by middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 

permanent or no father absence, on the Children's Behaviour 

Questionnaire for Completion by Parents: Scale A(2) 

Intermittent Permanent No 
Father Absence Father Absence Father Absence 

W U3 

No No No 

1 3 21 1 35 2 

2 0 22 3 36 4 

3 3 23 4 37 0 

4 0 38 0 

5 2 39 1 

6 1 24 2 40 3 

7 2 25 3 41 0 

8 0 26 3 42 0 

9 4 27 0 43 0 

10 1 28 3 44 0 

11 0 29 1 45 0 

12 0 30 6 46 1 

13 0 31 2 47 1 

14 0 46 2 

15 0 47 2 

16 4 32 0 50 2 
17 3 33 0 51 2 

18 0 34 2 52 1 
19 1 53 1 

. 20 5 , 54 0 

No = subject number 
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Appendix 3,3.6 

A n t i - s o c i a l behaviour s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s obtained by middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , 

permanent or no f a t h e r absence, on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e for Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

I/) 
to 
< 

g 
M 

1 0 21 4 35 2 
2 0 22 2 36 2 

3 0 23 2 37 0 

4 3 38 1 
5 1 39 0 

6 1 24 2 40 1 
7 1 25 1 41 2 
8 0 26 1 42 0 

9 1 27 0 43 2 

.10 1 . . 28 , . . .2 44 2 

11 1 29 0 45 0 

12 1 30 1 46 0 

13 0 31 0 47 1 
14 1 48 0 
15 0 49 1 

16 0 32 0 50 0 
17 0 33 0 51 1 

18 0 34 2 52 3 

19 2 53 0 

20 0 54 0 

No = s u b j e c t number 
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Appendix 3.3.7 

Responses made by mothers of middle c l a s s children experiencing 

intermittent, permanent or no father absence to individual items 

of the Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 

Parents: Scale .A(2) 

Intermittent Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 1 0 N = 6 N=10 

Item D Does your c h i l d wet the bed? 

YES 1 1 1 

NO 9 5 9 

Item I I I Does your c h i l d ever s t e a l things? 

YES 1 1 1 

NO 9 5 9 

Item 4 Frequently fi g h t s , i s extremely quarrelsome with other children 

YES 2 3 1 

NO 8 3 9 

Item 5 Not much l i k e d by other children 

YES 3 3 2 

NO 7 3 8 

Item 18 B u l l i e s other children 

YES 2 0 0 

NO 8 6 10 
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Appendix 3.3,8 

Responses made by mothers of working c l a s s children experiencing 

intermittent, permanent or no father absence to individual items 

of the Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 

Parents: Scale A(2) 

Intermittent Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N = 8 N = 10 

Item D Does your c h i l d wet the bed? 

YES 1 0 2 

NO 9 8 8 

Item I I I Does your c h i l d ever s t e a l things? 

YES 0 0 0 

NO 10 8 10 

Item 4 Frequently fights, i s extremely quarrelsome with other children 

YES 0 3 4 

NO 10 5 6 

Item 5 Not much li k e d by other children 

YES 1 5 4 

NO 9 3 6 

Item 18 B u l l i e s other children 

YES O i l 

NO 10 7 9 
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Appendix 3.3.9 

Total scores obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s 

male and female children experiencing intermittent, permanent 

or no father absence, on the Children's Behaviour Questionnaire 

for Completion by Teachers: Scale B(2) 

Intermittent Permanent No 
Father Absence Father Absence Father Absence 

No No No 

to 1 12 21 14 35 4 
3 2 0 22 8 36 3 
u 3 0 23 13 37 1 

4 2 38 0 
5 10 . 39 1 

6 0 24 0 40 0 

3 7 0 25 2 41 8 
u 
o 8 0 26 1 42 1 
2 H 9 0 27 6 43 8 

i 10 0 28 8 44 10 

11 0 29 0 45 3 
< 12 4 30 9 46 1 
u 13 10 31 2 47 1 
hJ D 
Q 14 1 48 3 
M 
s 15 0 49 8 

16 1 32 8 50 4 
tn to < 17 0 33 1 51 0 
u 18 0 34 11 52 4 
M 19 0 53 0 

o 20 0 54 1 

No = subject number 
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Appendix 3.3.10 

Neuroticism sub-scale scores obtained by middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 

permanent or no father absence, on the Children's Behaviour 

Questionnaire for Con^letion by Teachers: Scale B{2) 

Intermittent Permanent No 
Father Absence Father Absence Father Absence 

W t/3 

No No No 

1 2 21 0 35 0 
2 0 22 3 36 0 
3 0 23 7 37 1 
4 1 38 0 
5 3 39 0 

6 0 24 0 40 0 
7 0 25 1 41 1 
8 0 26 0 42 1 
9 0 27 0 43 4 

.10 0 28 0 44 0 

11 0 29 0 45 1 
12 1 29 4 46 0 
13 1 30 2 47 0 
14 0 48 2 
.15 0 49 4 

16 0 32 1 50 1 
17 0 33 0 51 0 
18 0 34 2 52 1 
19 0 53 0 
.20 0 54 0 

No = subject number 
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Appendix 3.3.11 

Anti- s o c i a l behaviour sub-scale scores obtained by middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s male and female children experiencing intermittent, 

permanent or no father absence, on the Children's Behaviour 

Questionnaire for Completion by Teachers; Scale B(2) 

Intermittent Permanent No 
Father Absence Father Absence Father Absence 

in 
3 

Q 
t-i 
S w w 

No No No 

1 1 21 5 35 0 
2 0 22 0 36 0 
3 0 23 0 37 0 
4 0 38 0 
5 2 39 0 

6 0 24 0 40 0 
7 0 25 0 41 0 
8 0 26 0 42 0 
9 0 27 0 43 0 

10 ,0 28 0 , 44 3 

11 0 29 0 45 0 
12 1 30 1 46 0 
13 0 31 0 47 0 
14 0 48 0 
15 0 49 0 

16 1 32 3 50 0 
17 0 33 0 51 0 
18 0 34 2 52 0 
19 0 53 0 
20 0 54 0 

No = subject number 
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Appendix 3.3.12 

Responses made by t e a c h e r s o f middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence to i n d i v i d u a l items 

of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 

T e a c h e r s : S c a l e ,B(2) . . 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N = ,6 . . N = 10 

Item 5 F r e q u e n t l y f i g h t s or i s extremely quarrelsome w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 1 1 0 

NO 9 5 10 

Item 6 Not much l i k e d by o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 2 1 2 

NO 8 5 8 

Item 20 . Has s t o l e n t h i n g s on one or more o c c a s i o n s i n the p a s t y e a r 

YES 0 0 0 

NO 10 6 10 

Item 26 B u l l i e s o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

YES 1 1 0 

NO 9 5 10 
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Appendix 3.3.13 

Responses made by teachers of working c l a s s children experiencing 

intermittent, permanent or no father absence to individual items 

of the Children's Behaviour Questionnaire for Completion by 

Teachers: . .Scale .B(2). 

Intermittent Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = .10 N = 8 N .= 10 

Item 5 Frequently fights or i s extremely quarrelsome with other children 

YES 0 1 1 

NO 10 7 9 

Item 6 Not much l i k e d by other children 

YES 1 1 1 

NO 9 7 9 

Item 20 Has stolen things on one or more occasions i n the past year 

YES 0 0 0 

NO ,10 8 10 

Item 26 B u l l i e s other children 

YES 1 1 0 

NO 9 7 10 
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Appendix 3,3.14 

Scores obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s male and female children experiencing 

intermittent, permanent or no father absence on 

Schedule D of the Index of Communication and Control 

Intermittent Permanent No 
Father Absence Father Absence Father Absence 

No NO No 

1 5 21 10 35 11 
2 11 22 10 36 11 
3 9 23 11 37 10 
4 10 38 11 
5 8 39 8 

6 9 24 9 40 8 
7 8 25 9 41 6 
8 11 26 9 42 9 
9 9 27 7 43 10 
10 10 28 9 44 8 

11 11 29 11 45 9 
12 11 30 9 46 6 
13 11 31 10 47 11 
14 11 48 10 
,15 11 . .50 . .10 

16 11 32 11 50 8 
17 11 33 11 51 8 
18 11 34 11 52 10 
19 11 53 11 
20 11 54 . . 11 

No = s\abject number 
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Appendix 3.3.15 

Scores o b t a i n e d by mothers of middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence on 

Schedule E of the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

1 3 21 4 35 3 

2 4 22 4 36 4 

3 6 23 4 37 4 

4 4 38 4 

5 4 39 4 

6 4 24 4 40 0 

7 4 25 3 41 1 

8 3 26 3 42 6 

9 5 27 4 43 4 

10 0 28 3 44 . , 2 

11 3 29 4 45 5 

12 2 30 5 46 5 

13 2 31 3 47 2 

14 0 48 3 

15 4 .49 2 

16 4 32 3 50 4 

17 2 33 5 51 4 

18 4 34 6 52 3 

19 4 53 4 

20 1 54 3 

No = s u b j e c t number 

3 
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Appendix 3.3.16 

Sc o r e s obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and 

working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence on 

Schedule F of the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
F a t h e r Absence F a t h e r Absence . F a t h e r Absence 

No No No 

1 13 21 16 35 17 

2 16 22 15 36 14 

3 16 23 16 37 15 

4 16 38 17 

5 17 39 15 

6 12 24 12 40 14 

< 7 9 25 16 41 12 
•J 
u 8 16 26 14 42 11 
o 
M 9 16 27 16 43 15 
2 
g 

.10 . . 11 . 28 . , 14 . . 44 10 

11 13 29 15 45 18 
w 
< 12 12 30 12 46 18 
u 13 15 31 15 47 16 
CO 

14 14 48 13 
Q 
H 
s 15 11 . 49 13 

16 17 32 18 50 11 
17 16 33 14 51 11 

o 
o 18 15 34 10 52 12 
z 
l-i 
^ 19 12 53 12 
o 
3 20 10 54 8 

No = s u b j e c t number 
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Appendix 3.3,17 

The i n c i d e n c e of avoidance, punishment and support responses to the items of the 
C o n t r o l Q u e s t i o n n a i r e by.mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and el e v e n y e a r s 

MALES FEMLES 

RESPONSE ABSENCE GROUPS MIDDLE 
CLASS' 

WORKING 
CLASS 

MIDDLE 
CLASS 

WORKING 
CLASS 

ITEM 
1 2 3.4 5 6 

ITEM 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

ITEM 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

ITEM 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 

Avoidance Permanent 

No 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 

Punishment Permanent 

No 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 

Permanent 

No 

1 1 0 1 1 0 5 0 0 0 2 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 1 0 1 1 0 0 5 

0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 5 O l O l l O 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

0.0,0 0 0 0 . 5 1 0.1,0 1 1 , 5 , 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 5 

4 2 0 0 1 1 5 2 4 1 0 0 1 5 3 4 0 1 2 0 5 2 4 0 1 1 1 5 

3 2 0 0 0 0 3 3 5 0 0 2 1 5 2 2 0 1 0 0 3 1 3 0 0 1 1 3 

2 3 1 1 2 2 5. 3 5 1 1 1 2 5 3 3.0 0 1 1 5 5 5 2 0 1 2 5 

Support 

0 2 5 4 4 4 5 3 1 4 3 5 4 5 2 1 5 4 3 5 5 2 1 4 3 4 4 5 

0 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 0 5 5 3 4 5 1 0 3 1 2 3 3 2 0 3 3 2 2 3 

3 2 4 4 3 3 5 1 0 3 4 3 2 5 , ,2 2 5 ,5 4 .4 , 5 0 0 3 4 4 3 5 

N = number of s u b j e c t s 



Appendix 3.3.18 

Responses made by mothers o f middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l items 

of the B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N = 6 N = 10 

Item 10 How many s c h o o l s has the c h i l d attended? More than one? 

YES 10 3 4 

NO 0 3 6 

Item 11 I s the c h i l d happy a t s c h o o l ? 

YES 10 6 9 

NO 0 0 1 

Item 13a Does mother read w i t h the c h i l d ? 

YES 10 6 10 

NO 0 0 0 • 

Item 13b Does f a t h e r read w i t h the c h i l d ? 

YES 10 7 

NO 0 3 

Item 14a Does mother take c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

YES 10 6 7 

NO 0 0 3 

Item I4b Does f a t h e r take the c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

YES 10 10 

NO 0 0 

A72 



Appendix 3.3.18 (cont.) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence Group 

N = 10 

Permanent 
Absence Group 

N = 6 

No 
Absence Group 

N = 10 

Item 15 

YES 

NO 

Item 18 

YES 

NO 

Item 19 

YES 

NO 

Item 20 

YES 

NO 

Item 21 

YES 

NO 

Does the f a t h e r take a b i g p a r t i n managing the c h i l d ? 

10 9 

0 1 

Has mother been i n p a i d work s i n c e the b i r t h of the c h i l d ? 

6 4 

4 2 

Does the f a m i l y own i t s own house? 

10 5 

0 1 

5 

5 

10 

0 

Are any p r a c t i c a l problems experienced by the mother due 
to f a t h e r absence? 

Are any emotional problems experienced by the mother due 
to f a t h e r absence? 
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Appendix 3.3.19 

Responses made by mothers o f working c l a s s c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r no f a t h e r absence t o i n d i v i d u a l items 

of the B i o g r a p h i c a l and Environmental Q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 10 N = 8 N = 10 

Item 10 How many s c h o o l s has the c h i l d attended? More than one? 

YES 6 5 4 

NO 4 3 6 

Item 11 I s the c h i l d happy a t s c h o o l ? 

YES 10 4 9 

NO 0 4 1 

Item 13a Does mother read w i t h the c h i l d ? 

YES 10 8 10 

NO 0 0 0 

Item 13b Does f a t h e r read w i t h the c h i l d ? 

YES 7 6 

NO 3 4 

Item 14a Does mother take c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

YES 10 8 9 

NO 0 0 1 

Item 14b Does f a t h e r take the c h i l d on o u t i n g s ? 

YES 1 0 - 9 

NO 0 1 
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Appendix 3.3,19 (cont.) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

N = 1 0 N = 8 N = 1 0 

Item 15 Does the f a t h e r take a b i g p a r t i n managing the c h i l d ? 

YES 7 7 

NO 3 3 

Item 18 Has mother been i n p a i d work s i n c e the b i r t h of the c h i l d ? 

YES . 2 4 9 

NO 8 4 1 

Item 19 Does the f a m i l y own i t s own house? 

YES ' 5 3 7 

NO 5 5 3 

Item 20 Are any p r a c t i c a l problems e x p e r i e n c e d by the mother due 
to f a t h e r absence? 

YES 1 7 

NO 9 1 • 

Item 21 Are any emotional problems e x p e r i e n c e d by the mother due 
to f a t h e r absence? 

YES 5 4 

NO 5 4 
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APPENDIX 4 

THE RESULTS OF THE ANALYSES OF VARIANCE 

PERFORMED ON DATA OBTAINED FROM THE FIRST AND SECOND STUDIES 

4.1 The F i r s t Study 

4.2 The Second Study: C h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 

4.3 The Second Study: C h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 ye a r s 



4.1 The F i r s t Study 



Appendix 4.1.1 

R e s u l t s of the four way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on IQ s c o r e s 

obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence, on the 

F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 190.29 1 190.29 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 2811.94 1 2811.94 6.34** 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 471.91 2 235.96 < 1 

IQ Score (D) 656.66 2 328.33 10.12*** 

A X B 36.36 1 36.36 < 1 

A X C 578.61 2 289.31 < 1 

A X D 50.84 2 25.42 < 1 

B X C 114.05 2 57.02 < 1 

B X D 282.23 2 141.12 4.35** 

C X D 200.84 4 50.21 1.55 

A X B X C 164.12 2 82.06 < 1 

A X B X D 53.61 2 26.81 < 1 

A X C X D 56.48 4 14.12 < 1 

B X C X D 42.05 4 10.51 < 1 

A X B X C X D 182.72 4 45.68 1.41 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 18189.65 41 443.65 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups x D 2660.90 82 32.45 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0 .01 
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Appendix 4.1.2 

R e s u l t s of the four way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 

obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r no f a t h e r absence on each 

of the f i v e v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s of the Wise 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 8.39 1 8.39 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 223.48 1 223.48 10.53*** 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 4.96 2 2.48 < 1 

Su b - t e s t Score (D) 329.83 4 82.46 13.63*** 

A X B 5.26 1 5.26 < 1 

A X C 22.51 2 11.25 < 1 

A X D 10.77 4 2.69 < 1 

B X C 7.87 2 3.94 < 1 

B X D 54.64 4 3.91 < 1 

C X D 54.40 8 6.80 1.12 

A X B X C 1.00 2 0.50 < 1 

A X B X D 33.42 4 8.35 1.38 

A X C X D 31.94 8 3.99 < 1 

B X C X D 36.08 8 4.51 < 1 

A X B X C X D 25.17 8 3.15 < 1 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 870.52 41 21.23 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups x D. 992.18 164 6.05 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0,025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4,1,3 

R e s u l t s of the four way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 

obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence, on each 

o f the f i v e performance s u b - t e s t s of the WISC 

Source S,S, d,f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 1.30 1 1.30 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 20.18 1 20.18 1,17 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 63,91 2 31,96 1,85 

S u b - t e s t Score (D) 106.20 4 26,55 4.78*** 

A X B 0.12 1 0,12 < 1 

A X C 35.28 2 17.64 1.02 

A X D 29.56 4 7.39 1.33 

B X C 8.44 2 4,22 < 1 

B X D 14.40 4 3,60 < 1 

C X D 85.31 8 10.66 1.92 

A X B X C 44.47 2 22.24 1.29 

A X B X D 30.74 4 7.69 1.38 

A X C X D 61.64 8 7,71 1.39 

B X C X D 16.09 8 8,05 1.45 

A X B X C X D 78.72 8 9.84 1.77 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 708.79 41 17.29 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups x D 910.79 164 5.55 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.1.4 

R e s u l t s of the th r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on 
t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and 
female c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r 
absence on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 

by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 0.24 1 0.24 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 136.69 1 136.69 5,24* 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 39.06 2 19.53 < 1 

A X B 24.42 1 24.42 < 1 

A X C 17.40 2 8.70 < 1 

B X C 43.39 2 21.70 < 1 

A X B X C 177,31 2 88.65 3.40* 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 1070,62 41 26.11 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0 ,01 
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Appendix 4.1.5 

R e s u l t s o f the th r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on 
t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and 
female c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r 
absence on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 

by Teachers: S c a l e B(2) 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S . F 

Sex (A) 11.52 1 11.52 0.74 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 68.37 1 68.37 4,37* 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 113.16 2 56.58 3.62* 

A X B 1.24 1 1.24 < 1 

A X C 48.46 2 24.23 1.55 

B X C 34.08 2 17.04 1.09 

A X B X C 101.75 2 50.88 3.25* , 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 641.62 41 . 15.65 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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4.2 The Second Study: C h i l d r e n aged between 5 and 7 y e a r s 



Appendix 4.2.1 

R e s u l t s of the four way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on IQ s c o r e s 

obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence, on the 

, . F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 10.05 1 10.05 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 8422.73 1 8422,73 21.12*** 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 494,91 2 247.46 < 1 

IQ Score (D) 1198.54 2 599,27 15,22***. 

A X B 888,23 1 888.23 2.23 

A X C 706.68 2 353.34 < 1 

A X D 16.10 2 8.05 < 1 

B X C 7.94 2 3.97 < 1 

B X D 961,70 2 480,85 12.21*** 

C X D 223.86 4 55.97 1.42 

A X B X C 188.24 2 94,12 < 1 

A X B X D 71,38 2 35.69 < 1 

A X C X D 561.07 4 140.27 3.56** 

B X C X D 135.37 4 33.84 < 1 

A X B X C X D 101.03 4 25.26 < 1 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 15953.74 40 398.84 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups x D • 3149.86 .80 39.37 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4,2.2 

R e s u l t s of the four way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 
obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n 
e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence on each 

of the f i v e v e r b a l sub-rtests of the WISC . 

Source S.S d.f M.S 

Sex (A) 0.04 1 0,04 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 576.89 1 576.89 24.68*** 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 49.99 2 24.99 1.07 

Sub-test Score (D) 72.27 4 18.11 3.28** 

A X B .29.60 1 29.60 1.27 

A X C 66.76 2 33.38 1.43 

A X D 60.85. 4 15.21 2.75* 

B X C 1.26 2 0.63 < 1 

B X D 63.18 4 15.80 2.86** 

C X D 161.39 8 20.17 3.65*** 

A X B X C 4.61 2 2.31 < 1 

A X B X D 37.56 4 9.39 1.70 

A X C X D 67.66 8 8.46 1.53 

B X C X D 60.39 8 7.55 1.37 

A X B X C X D 52.13 8 6.52 1.18 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 934.85 40 23.37 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups x D 884.62 160 5.53 

* p < 0.05 p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 

A82 



Appendix 4.2.3 

R e s u l t s of the four way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 

obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n 

e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence, on each 

of the f i v e performance sub-t e s t s of the Wise 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 0.07 1 0.07 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 85.56 1 85.56 6.16** 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 20.32 2 10.16 < 1 

Su b - t e s t Score (D) 43.00 4 10.75 1.69 

A X B 51.46 1 51.46 3.71 

A x C 15.59 2 7.80 < 1 

A X D 19.52 4 4.88 < 1 

B X C 4.73 2 2.37 < 1 

B X D 17.65 4 4.41 < 1 

C X D 49.98 8 6.25 1.04 

A X B X C 19.49 2 9.74 < 1 

A X B X D 19.86 4 4.97 < 1 

A X C X D 23.86 8 2.98 < 1 

B X C X D 49.68 8 6.21 1.03 

A X B X C X D 6.35 8 0.79 < 1 

Sxabjects w i t h i n groups 555.44 40 13.89 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups X .D- 961.58 160 6.01 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.2.4 

R e s u l t s o f the th r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on 

t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and 

female c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r 

absence on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 

by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 0.70 1 0.70 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 4.31 1 4.31 < 1 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 38.19 2 19.09 < 1 

A X B 117.46 1 117.46 4.21** 

A X C 15.31 2 7.65 < 1 

B X C 78.60 2 39.30 1,41 

A X B X C 12.82 2 6.41 < 1 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 1116.08 40 .27.90 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.2.5 

R e s u l t s of the th r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on 

t o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and 

female c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no fathe 

absence on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 

by Te a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 76.07 1 76.07 4.93** 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 37.97 1 37.97 2.46 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 14.25 2 7.12 < 1 

A X B 1.44 1 1.44 < 1 

A X C 42.85 2 21.42 1.39 

B X C 79.65 2 39.83 2.58 

A X B X C 23.59 2 11.80 < 1 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 617.67 40 15.44 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.2.6 

R e s u l t s of the t h r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 

obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence on 

Schedule D o f the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 1.49 1 1.49 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 13.99 1 13.99 5.25* 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 2.81 2 1.41 < 1 

A x B 1.64 1 1.64 < 1 

A X C 8.51 2 2.26 < 1 

B X C 0.48 2 < 1 

A X B X C 32.39 2 16,19 6.08** 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 106.57 40 2,66 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.2.7 

R e s u l t s of the t h r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 
obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female 
c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence on 

Schedule E of the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 6.66 1 6.66 4.22* 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 0.30 1 0.30 < 1 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 0.83 2 0.42 < 1 

A x B 3.51 1 3.51 2.22 

A X C 0.50 2 0.25 < 1 

B X C 2.31 2 1.16 < 1 

A X B X C 3.66 2 1.83 1.16 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 63.17 40 1.58 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.2.8 

R e s u l t s of the th r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 
obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female 
c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r no f a t h e r absence on 

Schedule F of the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S . F 

Sex (A) 21.50 1 21.50 3.69 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 54.94 1 54.94 9.42** 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 10.90 2 5.45 0.94 

A X B 3.04 1 3.04 < 1 

A X C 42.94 2 21.47 3.68* 

B X C 24.44 2 12.22 2.10 

A X B X C 10.36 2 5.18 < 1 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups .... 233.25 40 5.83 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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4.3 The Second Study: C h i l d r e n aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s 



Appendix 4.3.1 

R e s u l t s of the four way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on IQ s c o r e s 
obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n 
e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r no f a t h e r absence, on the 

F u l l S c a l e , V e r b a l S c a l e and Performance S c a l e of the WISC 

Source S.S d.f H.S 

Sex (A) 233.22 1 233.22 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 169.39 1 169.39 < 1 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 78.01 2 39.01 < 1 

IQ Score (D) 212.21 2 106.11 2.81 

A x B 1489.70 1 1489.70 4.12 

A X C 908.16 2 454.08 1.26 

A X D 4.71 2 2.35 < 1 

B X C 134.23 2 6.72 < 1 

B X D 930.93 2 465.46 12.30*** 

C X D 386.34 4 96.59 2.55 

A X B X C 3068.97 2 1534.49 4.25** 

A X B X D 9.03 2 4.52 < 1 

A X C X D 28.19 4 7.05 < 1 

B X C X D 497.09 4 124.27 3.29** 

A X B X C X D 156.42 4 39.11 1.03 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 15179.20 42 361.41 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups X D - 3178.00 84 37.83 

* p < 0.05 * p < 0.025 p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.3.2 

R e s u l t s of the four way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 
o btained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n 
e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r no f a t h e r absence on each 

of the f i v e v e r b a l s u b - t e s t s of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. . M.S- F 

Sex (A) 3.43 1 3.43 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 87.16 1 87.16 5.03* 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 11.86 2 5.93 < 1 

S u b - t e s t Score (D) 267,85 4 66.96 18.04** 

A X B 39,82 1 39.82 2.30 

A X C 23.96 2 11,98 < 1 

A X D 17.33 4 4.33 1.17 

B X C 9,67 2 4.84 < 1 

B X D 40,55 4 10.14 2.88* 

C X D 46,15 8 5.77 1.56 

A X B X C 114.77 2 57.48 3.31* 

A X B X D 9.18 4 2.30 < 1 

A X C X D 74.94 8 9,37 2.52** 

B X C X D 20.01 8 2.50 < 1 

A X B X C X D 32.66 8 4.08 1.10 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 728.43 42 17.34 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups .X D- 623.44 168 3.71 

* p < 0.05 * * p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.3.3 

R e s u l t s of the four way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 
o btained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female c h i l d r e n 
e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence, on each 

of the f i v e performance s u b - t e s t s o f the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f M.S 

Sex (A) 12.67 1 12.67 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 26.00 1 26.00 1.34 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 30.98 2 15.49 < 1 

S u b - t e s t Score (D) 19.24 4 4.81 < 1 

A X B 54.97 1 54.97 2.83 

A X C 37.78 2 18.89 < 1 

A X D 54.24 4 13.56 2.56* 

B X C 33.09 2 16.55 < 1 

B X D 4.62 4 1.16 < 1 

C X D 66.99 8 8.37 1.58 

A X B X C 169.26 2 84.63 4.36** 

A X B X D 17.31 4 4.33 < 1 

A X C X D 38.52 8 4.82 < 1 

B X C X D 68.96 8 8.62 1.63 

A X B X C X D 76.76 8 9.60 1.81 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 815.81 42 19.42 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups X D • 888.99 168 5.29 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.3.4 

R e s u l t s of the t h r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on 

t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and 

female c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r 

absence on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 

by Parents:. S c a l e A (2) 

Source S.S. d.f. , M.S. F 

Sex (A) 25.60 1 25.60 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 2.41 1 2.41 < 1 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 182.31 2 91.15 3.50* 

A X B 27.48 1 27.48 1.06 

A X C 41.68 2 20.84 < 1 

B X C 27.71 2 13.86 < 1 

A X B X C 1.26 2 0.63 < 1 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 1092.80 .42 26.02 

* p < 0,05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.3.5 

R e s u l t s of the th r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e performed on 

t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and 

female c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r 

absence on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion 

by Teachers: . S c a l e B(2) 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 26.00 1 26.00 2.12 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 40.64 1 40.64 3.14 

Type o f F a t h e r Absence (C) 176.69 2 88.35 7.21*** 

A X B 24.41 1 24.41 1.99 

A X C 5.93 2 2.96 < 1 

B X C 56.16 2 28.08 2.29 

A X B X C 142.69 2 71.34 5.83*** 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups . . . 514.40 42 , 12.25 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.3.6 

R e s u l t s o f the t h r e e way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 
obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female 
c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent or no f a t h e r absence on 

Schedule D o f the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 
Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 14.94 1 14.94 8.73 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 0.84 1 0.84 < 1 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 5.47 2 2.74 1.60 

A x B 6.71 1 6.71 3.92 

A X C 6.96 2 3.48 1.74 

B X C 3.17 2 1.58 < 1 

A X B X C 8.16 2 4.08 2.04 

Sxabjects w i t h i n groups . . 71.87 .42 1.71 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.3.7 

R e s u l t s o f the t h r e e way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 
obtained by mothers of middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female 
c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r no f a t h e r absence on 

Schedule E of the Index of Communication.and C o n t r o l 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 

Sex (A) 0.04 1 0.04 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 0.47 1 0.47 < 1 

Type o f F a t h e r Absence (C) 7.08 2 3.54 1.89 

A X B 7.12 1 7.12 3.81 

A x C 7.26 2 3.63 1.94 

B X C 0.65 2 0.33 < 1 

A X B X C 0.21 2 0.11 < 1 

S;jbjects w i t h i n groups .78.67 . .42 .1.87 

* p < 0.05 ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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Appendix 4.3.8 

R e s u l t s of the t h r e e way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e performed on s c o r e s 
obtained by mothers o f middle c l a s s and working c l a s s male and female 
c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent o r no f a t h e r absence on 

Schedule F o f the Index o f Communication and C o n t r o l 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. 

Sex (A) 3.36 1 3.36 < 1 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 29.37 1 29.37 5. 45** 

Type of F a t h e r Absence (C) 3.89 2 1.95 < 1 

A X B 10.68 1 10.68 1. 98 

A X C 3.49 2 1.75 < 1 

B X C 14.40 2 7.20 1, 34 

A X B X C 6.69 2 3.35 < 1 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups . . . 226.27 42 5.39 

* p < 0.05 _ ** p < 0.025 *** p < 0.01 
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APPENDIX 5 

THE RESULTS OF THE SUPPLEMENTARY ANALYSES OF SIMPLE MAIN EFFECTS 

5.1 The Second Study: The Investigation of Cognitive Development 

5.2 The Second Study: The Investigation of Emotional and 

Behavioural Problems 

5.3 The Second Study: The Investigation of Mother-child 

Interaction 



5.1 The Second Study: The Investigation of Cognitive Development 



Appendix 5.1.1 

The r e s u l t s of the analysis of simple main ef f e c t s of s o c i a l c l a s s on 

the IQ scores obtained by children aged between five and seven years 

on the F u l l Scale, Verbal Scale ernd Performance Scale of the Wise 

Source S.S. d . f . M.S. F Significance 
l e v e l 

Social Class, 
F u l l Scale IQ 

3301,15 1 3301,15 21.56 .01 

Subjects within groups 
X F u l l Scale IQ 

6124,45 40 153,11 

Social C l a s s , 
Verbal Scale IQ 

5232.12 1 5232.12 28.82 ,01 

Subjects within groups 
X Verbal Scale IQ 7442.47 40 181.52 

Social C l a s s , 
Performance Scale IQ 850.93 1 850,93 6.15 .025 

Subjects within groups 
X Performance Scale IQ 5536.68 40 138.42 
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Appendix 5.1.2 

The r e s u l t s of the an a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of sex of c h i l d on 

the IQ scores obtained by children aged between five and seven years 

experiencing d i f f e r e n t types of father absence on the F u l l Scale, 

Verbal Scale and Performance Scale of the Wise 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F significance 
l e v e l 

Sex, Intermittent Absence, 
F u l l Scale IQ 28.30 1 28.30 < 1 n.s. 

Sex, Permanent Absence, 
F u l l Scale IQ 202.78 1 202.78 1.32 n.s. 

Sex, No Absence, 
F u l l Scale IQ 40.23 1 40.23 < 1 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X F u l l Scale IQ 6124.45 40 153.11 

Sex, Intermittent Absence, 
Verbal Scale IQ 2.68 1 2.68 < 1 n.s. 

Sex, Permanent Absence, 
Verbal Scale IQ 572.04 1 572.04 3.15 n.s. 

Sex, No Absence, 
Verbal Scale IQ 297.12 1 297.12 1.64 n.s. 

Sxibjects within groups 
X Verbal Scale IQ 7442.47 40 181.52 

Sex, Intermittent Absence, 
Performance Scale IQ 104.65 1 104.65 < 1 n.s. 

Sex, Permanent Absence, 
Performance Scale IQ 6.54 1 6.54 < 1 n.s. 

Sex, No Absence, 
Performance Scale IQ 39.58 1 39.58 < 1 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X Performance Scale IQ 5536.68 40 138.42 
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Appendix 5,1.3 

The r e s u l t s of the an a l y s i s of siir5)le main e f f e c t s of IQ scale on 

scores obtained by children aged between five and seven years 

on the Wise 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Significance Source S.S. d.f, M.S. F ^ 
— l e v e l 

IQ s c a l e , Male, 811.92 2 405.96 12.83 .01 
Intermittent Absence 

Subjects within groups ^^^^^^ g 20 
X IQ Scale 

IQ s c a l e , Male. 3,^^44 2 ,2 2 
Permanent Absence 

Subjects within groups 3^ ^2 74.86 
X IQ Scale 

IQ Scale, Male, No Absence 9.13 2 4.56 < 1 n.s. 
Subjects within groups 33^3^ 27.45 
X IQ Scale 

IQ Scale, Females, 274.98 2 137.49 2.64 
Intermittent Absence 

Subjects within groups 333 .̂ 3 52.11 
X IQ Scale 

IQ s c a l e , Females, ^ ^ 3 ^ 2 5.17 < 1 n.s. 
Permanent Absence 

Subjects within groups ^3^28 10 13.13 
X IQ Scale 

IQ Scale, Females, 321.78 2 260.89 16.02 ,01 
No Absence 

Subjects within groups ^^^^^ ^2 16.29 
X IQ Scale 
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Appendix 5,1.4 

The r e s u l t s of the ana l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of s o c i a l c l a s s on 

the scores obtained by children aged between five and seven years 

on the individual verbal sub-tests of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S 
Significance 

l e v e l 

S ocial C l a s s , 269.84 1 269.84 42.03 .01 
General Information 

Subjects within groups 256.97 40 6.42 
X General Information 

Social Class, :i36.99 1 136.99 8.62 .01 
Comprehension 

Subjects within groups ^^^ .̂^ ^0 ^5 90 
X Comprehension 

Social Class, 136.52 1 136.52 23.62 .01 
Arithmetic 

Subjects within groups ^31.22 40 5.78 
X Arithmetic 

Social C l a s s , ^3 5^ ^ ^ 3 5 ^ ^^^^ Q25 
S i m i l a r i t i e s 

Subjects within groups 293.80 40 7.35 
X S i m i l a r i t i e s 

Social Class, 47.75 1 47.75 4.76 .05 
Vocabulary 

S^^i.^.cts within groups 3^ ^^ ̂ 3 
X Vocabulary 
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Appendix 5.1,5 

The r e s u l t s of the an a l y s i s of simple main ef f e c t s of sex of c h i l d on 

the scores obtained by children aged between five and seven years 

on the individual verbal sub -tests of the Wise 

Source S.S. d . f . M.S. F Significance 
l e v e l 

Sex, General Infonnation 3.00 1 3,00 < 1 n. 5. 

Sxibjects within groups 
X General Information 256.97 40 6.42 

Sex, Comprehension 0.21 1 0.21 < 1 n. s. 

Subjects within groups 
X Coir5)rehension 636.12 40 15.90 

Sex, Arithmetic 19,01 1 19.01 3.29 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X Arithmetic 231,22 40 5.78 

Sex, S i m i l a r i t i e s 0.69 1 0.69 < 1 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X S i m i l a r i t i e s 293.80 40 7.35 

Sex, Vocabulary 37.98 1 37.98 3.79 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X Vocabulary 401.37 40 10.03 
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Appendix 5.1.6 

The r e s u l t s of the an a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of sex of c h i l d on 

scores obtained by children aged between eight and eleven years 

over a l l three IQ scales of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F Significance 
l e v e l 

Sex, Middle Class 
Intermittent Absence 57.86 1 57.86 < 1 n.s. 

Sex, Middle Class 
Permanent Absence 257.87 1 257.87 < 1 n.s. 

Sex, Middle Class 
No Absence 404.63 1 404.63 1.12 n.s. 

Sex, Working Class 
Intermittent Absence 513.06 1 513.06 1.42 n.s. 

Sex, Working Class 
Permanent Absence 3688.72 1 3688.72 10.21 .01 

Sex, Working Class 
No Absence 777.91 1 777.91 2.16 n.s. 

Subjects within 
groups 15179.20 42 361.41 
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Appendix 5.1.7 

The r e s u l t s of the analysis of sirr ^ l e main e f f e c t s of s o c i a l c l a s s on 

scores obtained by children aged between eight and eleven years 

over a l l three IQ .scales of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S 
Significance 

l e v e l 

Social C l a s s , Males 
Intermittent Absence 

Social Class, Males 
Permanent Absence 

Social C l a s s , Males 
No Absence 

Social C l a s s , Females 
Intermittent Absence 

Social Class, Females 
Permanent Absence 

Social Class, Females 
No Absence 

Subjects within 
groups 

211.33 1 211.33 <1 

247.13 1 247,13 <1 

1930.81 1 1930.81 5,34 

1224.34 1 1224,34 3.39 

15179.20 42 361.41 

n.s. 

1079.09 1 1079.09 2.99 n.s 

169.41 1 169.41 <1 n.s 

n.s 

025 

n.s. 
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Appendix 5.1.8 

The r e s u l t s of the an a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of IQ scale on 

scores obtained by children aged between eight and eleven years 

on the . WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F Significance 
l e v e l 

IQ Scale, Middle Clas s , 
Intermittent Absence 678.62 2 339.31 7.08 .01 

Sxabjects within groups 
X IQ Scale 776.06 16 47.94 

IQ Scale, Middle Class, 
Permanent Absence 126.00 2 63.00 2.18 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X IQ Scale 230.89 8 28.86 

IQ Scale, Middle Class, 
No Absence 53.55 2 26.77 < 1 n. s. 

Subjects within groups 
X IQ Scale 804.40 16 50.53 

IQ Scale, Working Class, 
Intermittent Absence 610.15 2 305.08 5.41 .025 

Sx±>jects within groups 
X IQ Scale 563.60 16 56.36 

IQ Scale, Working Class, 
Permanent Absence 513.85 2 256.92 11.40 .01 

Subjects within groups 
X IQ Scale 270.31 12 22.53 

IQ Scale, Working Class 
No Absence 44.40 2 22.20 < 1 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X IQ Scale - 537.73 16 33.61 
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Appendix 5.1.9 

Results of the an a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of s o c i a l c l a s s on 

the IQ scores obtained by children aged between eight and eleven years 

on the F u l l Scale, Verbal Scale and Performance Scale of the WISC 

Source S.S, d.f. M.S. F Significance 
l e v e l 

Social Class, Intermittent 
Absence, F u l l Scale IQ 0.04 1 0.04 < 1 n.s. 

Social C l a s s , Permanent 
Absence, F u l l Scale IQ 9.64 1 9.64 < 1 n.s. 

Social C l a s s , No Absence 
F u l l Scale IQ 94,68 1 94.68 < 1 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X F u l l Scale IQ 5764,13 42 137.24 

Social C l a s s , Intermittent 
Absence, Verbal Scale IQ 596.78 1 596,78 4.75 .05 

Social Class, Permanent 
Absence, Verbal Scale IQ 117.23 1 117.23 < 1 n.s. 

Social Class No Absence, 
Verbal Scale IQ 228,40 1 228.40 1.82 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X Verbal Scale IQ 5276.53 42 125.63 

Social Class, Intermittent 
Absence, Performance Scale 680.45 

IQ 
1 680.45 3.91 n.s. 

Social Class, Permanent 
Absence, Performance Scale IQ 1 0.12 < 1 n.s. 

Social C l a s s , No Absence, 
Performance Scale IQ 4,29 1 4.29 < 1 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X Performan Scale IQ . 7316.53 42 174.20 
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Appendix 5.1.10 

The r e s u l t s of the an a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of s o c i a l c l a s s on 

scores obtained by children aged between eight and eleven years 

over a l l f i v e verbal sub-tests of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F Significance 
l e v e l 

Social C l a s s , Males, Q^^^2 1 81.62 4.71 
Intermittent Absence 

Social C l a s s , Males, 
Permanent TVbsence 

Social Class, Males, 
No TJDsence 

Social Class, Females, 
Intermittent Absence 

Social Class, Females, 
Permanent Absence 

Subjects within 
groups 728.43 42 17,34 

05 

8.80 1 8.80 < 1 n.s. 

5.54 1 5.54 < 1 n.s. 

3.36 1 3.36 < 1 n.s 

58.37 1 58.37 3.37 n.s 

s o c i a l C l a s s , Females ^3 33 ^ ^3 33 3^^^ ^3 
No Absence 
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Appendix 5.1.11 

The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of sex of c h i l d on 

scores obtained by children aged between eight and eleven years 

over a l l five verbal sxob-tests of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S 
Significance 

l e v e l 

Sex, Middle Clas s , 
Intermittent Absence 3.34 1 3.34 <1, n.s 

Sex, Middle Class, 
Permanent Absence 4.78 1 4.78 <1 n.s 

Sex, Middle Class, 
No Absence 26.08 1 26.08 1.50 n.s 

Sex, Working Class, 
Intermittent Absence 28.82 1 28.82 1.66 n.s 

Sex, Working Clas s , 
Permanent Absence 70.99 1 70.99 4.09 05 

Sex, Working C l a s s , 
No Absence 48.16 1 48.16 2.78 n.s 

Subjects within 
Groups 728.43 42 17.34 

A107 



Appendix 5,1.12 

The a n a l y s i s of simple main effects of s o c i a l c l a s s on scores 

obtained by children aged between eight and eleven years 

on the individual verbal sub-tests of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F Significance 
l e v e l 

Social Class, 
General Information 0.31 1 0.31 1 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X General Information 280.00 42 6.67 

Social C l a s s , 
Comprehension 56.70 1 56.70 9.91 .01 

Sxjbjects within groups 
X Con^rehension 240.13 42 5.72 

Social C l a s s , 
Arithmetic 21.34 1 21.34 3.16 n.s. 

Subjects within groi:5>s 
X Arithmetic 283.47 42 6.75 

Social Class, 
S i m i l a r i t i e s 41.10 1 41.10 5.56 .025 

Subjects within groups 
X S i m i l a r i t i e s 310.27 42 7.39 

Social Class, 
Vocabulary 8.23 1 8.23 1.68 n.s. 

Sxjbjects within groups 
X Vocabulary 206.00 42 4.90 
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Appendix 5.1.13 

The r e s u l t s of the an a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s of sex of c h i l d on 

scores obtained by children aged between eight and eleven years 

on the individual verbal sub-tests of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f M.S 
Significance 

l e v e l 

Sex, Intermittent Absence, 
General Information 0.39 1 0.39 < 1 n.s 

Sex, Permanent Absence, 
General Information 0.12 1 0.12 <1 n.s 

Sex, No Absence, 
General Information 0.17 1 0.17 <1 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X General Information 280.14 42 6.67 

Sex, Intermittent Absence, 
Comprehension 

Sex, Permanent Absence, 
Comprehension 

Sex, No Absence, 
Comprehension 

Subjects within groups 
X Comprehension 

Sex, Intermittent Absence, 
Arithmetic 

43.89 1 43.89 7.67 

17.14 1 17.14 3.00 

5.19 1 

240.24 42 

1.07 1 

5.19 < 1 

5.72 

1.07 <1 

01 

n.s 

n.s 

n.s 

Sex, Permanent Absence, 
Arithmetic 37.68 1 37,68 5.58 05 

Sex, No Absence, 
Arithmetic 1.54 1 1.54 <1 n.s. 

Subjects within groups 
X Arithmetic 283.50 42 6.75 
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Appendix 5.1.13 (cont.) 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F Significance 
l e v e l 

Sex, Intermittent Absence, 
S i m i l a r i t i e s 

Sex, Permanent Absence, 
S i m i l a r i t i e s 

Sex, No Absence, 
S i m i l a r i t i e s 

Subjects within groups 
X S i m i l a r i t i e s 

Sex, Intermittent Absence, 
Vocabulary 

Sex, Permanent Absence, 
Vocabulary 

Sex, No Absence, 
Vocabulary 

Subjects within groups 
X Vocabulary 

1.07 1 1.07 <1 n.s 

3.99 1 3.99 <1 n.s 

0.39 1 0.39 <1 n.s 

310.38 42 7.39 

2.74 1 2.74 <1 n.s 

1.54 1 1.54 <1 n.s 

2.74 1 2.74 <1 n.s 

205.80 42 4.90 
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Appendix 5.1.14 

The r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s o f s o c i a l c l a s s on 
s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

over a l l f i v e performance s u b - t e s t s of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F S i g n i f i c a n c e 
l e v e l 

S o c i a l C l a s s , Males, 
I n t e r m i t t e n t TVbsence 

2.90 1 2.90 < 1 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s , Males, 
Permanent Absence 

118.25 1 118.25 6.09 .025 

S o c i a l C l a s s , Males, 
No Absence 

7.56 1 7.56 < 1 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s , Females, 
I n t e r m i t t e n t Absence 

76.96 1 76.96 3.96 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s , Females, 
Permanent Absence 

65.16 1 65.16 3.36 n.s. 

S o c i a l C l a s s , Females, 
No T^sence 

12.50 1 12.50 < 1 n.s. 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
groups 

815.81 42 19.42 
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Appendix 5.1.15 

The r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s of simple main e f f e c t s o f sex of c h i l d on 
s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

over a l l f i v e performance sxab-tests of the WISC 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Sex, Middle C l a s s , 
I n t e r m i t t e n t Absence 

6.19 1 6.19 <1 n.s 

Sex, Middle C l a s s , 
Permanent Absence 

21.04 1 21,04 1.08 n.s 

Sex, Middle C l a s s , 
No Absence 

6.86 1 6.86 <1 n.s 

Sex, Working C l a s s , 
I n t e r m i t t e n t Absence 

21.00 1 21.00 1.08 n.s 

Sex, Working C l a s s , 
Permanent Absence 

206.12 1 206.12 10.61 01 

Sex, Working C l a s s , 
No TVbsence 13.44 1 13.44 <1 n.s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
groups 

815.81 42 19.42 
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Appendix 5.1.16 

The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s o f sex of c h i l d on 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between e i g h t and e l e v e n y e a r s 

on the i n d i v i d u a l performance s u b - t e s t s of the WISC 

, , S i g n i f i c a n c e 
Source S.S, d . f . M.S. F l e v e l 

Sex, P i c t u r e Completion 8.72 1 8.72 1.41 n.s. 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 260.53 42 6.20 
X P i c t u r e Completion 

Sex, P i c t u r e Arrangement 21.34 1 21.34 2.28 n.s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 393.73 42 9.37 
X P i c t u r e Arrangement 

Sex, Block Design 

Sex, Coding 

6,48 1 6.48 <1 n.s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 33 ^^^^ 
X Block Design 

Sex, O b j e c t Assembly 7.10 1 7.10 1.41 n.s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 212.13 42 5,05 
x Object Assembly 

23.26 1 23.26 1.86 n.s. 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 525.20 42 12.50 
X Coding 
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5.2 The Second Study: The I n v e s t i g a t i o n of Emotional and 

B e h a v i o u r a l Problems 



Appendix 5.2.1 

The r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s o f s o c i a l c l a s s on 
t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and 

seven y e a r s on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 
Completion by P a r e n t s : . S c a l e A(2) 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

S o c i a l C l a s s , Males 

S o c i a l C l a s s , Females 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

38.39 1 

83.39 1 

1116.08 40 

38.39 1.38 

83.39 2.98 

27.90 

n.s 

n.s 

Appendix 5.2.2 

The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s o f simple main e f f e c t s of sex of c h i l d on 

t o t a l s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and 

seven y e a r s on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

Completion by P a r e n t s : . S c a l e A(2) 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Sex, Middle C l a s s 

Sex, Working C l a s s 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n groups 

61.65 1 

55.89 1 

1116.08 40 

61,65 2.21 

55.89 2.00 

27.90 

n.s 

n.s 
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5.3 The Second Study: The I n v e s t i g a t i o n of Mother-Child 

I n t e r a c t i o n 



Appendix 5.3.1 

The r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s o f s i m p l e main e f f e c t s of s o c i a l c l a s s on 

the s c o r e s o f mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on Schedule ,D of the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

Source S.S. d.f M.S 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

S o c i a l C l a s s x 
I n t e r m i t t e n t Absence, 
Males 

2.09 1 2.09 <1 n.s 

S o c i a l C l a s s x 
I n t e r m i t t e n t Absence, 
Females 

2.09 1 2.09 <1 n.s 

S o c i a l C l a s s x 
Permanent Absence, 
Males 

30.22 1 30,22 11.36 .01 

S o c i a l C l a s s x 
Permanent Absence, 
Females 

2.85 1 2.85 1.07 n.s 

S o c i a l C l a s s x 
No Absence, Males 

S o c i a l C l a s s x 
No Absence, Females 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
groups 

0.63 1 0.63 <1 

10.59 1 10.59 3.98 

106.57 40 2.66 

n.s 

n.s 

A115 



Appendix 5.3,2 

The r e s u l t s o f the a n a l y s i s of s i n ^ J l e main e f f e c t s of sex of c h i l d on 

the s c o r e s of mothers of c h i l d r e n aged between f i v e and seven y e a r s 

on Schedule F of the Index of Communication and C o n t r o l 

Source S.S. d.f. M.S. F 
S i g n i f i c a n c e 

l e v e l 

Sex, I n t e r m i t t e n t 
Absence 

60.44 1 60.44 10.17 .01 

Sex, Permanent 
Absence 

1.63 1 1.63 < 1 n.s. 

Sex, No Absence 2.35 1 2.35 < 1 n.s. 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
groups 

233.24 40 5.83 

A116 



APPENDIX 6 

THE INCIDENCE OF PSYCHIATRIC DISORDER 

IN ALL CHILDREN STUDIED 



Appendix 6.1.1 

The i n c i d e n c e o f p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r i n a l l s u b j e c t s s t u d i e d as a s s e s s e d by 

the C h i l d r e n ' s Behavibur .Questionnaire f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : . S c a l e A(2) 

F a t h e r Males Females 
Absence Group . .. . . . . M i d d l e C l a s s .Working C l a s s . Middle C l a s s , Working C l a s s 

T o t a l over 
each absence 

I n c i d e n c e w i t h i n Sub'-group 3 3 3 6 15 

T o t a l S u b j e c t s i n S u b g r o u p 14 15 16 15 60 

INTERMITTENT 
Percentage I n c i d e n c e 
A n t i - s o c i a l D i s o r d e r 

21.43% 
2 

20% 
2 

18.75% 
2 

40% 
2 

25% 
8 

Neurotic D i s o r d e r 0 1 1 4 6 

Mixed D i s o r d e r 1 0 0 0 1 
I n c i d e n c e w i t h i n Sub-group 6 7 1 5 19 

T o t a l S u b j e c t s i n Sub-group 8 16 9 11 44 

PERMANENT Percentage I n c i d e n c e 
A n t i - s o c i a l D i s o r d e r 

75% 
3 

43,75% 
3* 

11,11% 
0 

45.45% 
3 

43.18% 
9 

Neur o t i c D i s o r d e r 3 3 1 1 
i . . . 

8 

• Mixed D i s o r d e r • 0 • 1 0 1 2 
I n c i d e n c e w i t h i n Sub-group 2 2 0 1 5 

T o t a l S u b j e c t s i n Sub-group 15 14 13 13 55 

NO Percentage I n c i d e n c e 13.33% 14,29% 0.0% 0.0% 9.09% 
NO 

A n t i - s o c i a l D i s o r d e r 0 1 0 0 1 

Ne u r o t i c D i s o r d e r 2 1 0 1 4 

Mixed D i s o r d e r 0 0 0 u 



Appendix 6.1.2 

The i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r i n a l l s u b j e c t s s t u d i e d a s a s s e s s e d by 

the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour.Questionnaire f o r Cbmpietiori by Te a c h e r s : . S c a l e B(2) 

F a t h e r Males Females 
Absence Group Middle C l a s s Working^.^C C l a s s .".Wbrkirig C l a s s 

T o t a l over 
each absence 

I n c i d e n c e w i t h i n Sub-group 3 3 1 2 9 
T o t a l S u b j e c t s i n Sub-group 14 15 16 15 60 

INTERMITTENT Percentage I n c i d e n c e 21.43% 20% 6.25% 13. 33% 15% 
A n t i - s o c i a l D i s o r d e r 0 1 0 1 2 
Ne u r o t i c D i s o r d e r 3 2 1 1 7 

0 
I n c i d e n c e w i t h i n Sub-group 4 5 1 3 13 
T o t a l S u b j e c t s i n Sub-group 8 16 9 11 44 

PERMANENT Percentage I n c i d e n c e 50% 31.25% 11.11% 27. 27% 29.56% 
A n t i - s o c i a l D i s o r d e r 1 1 0 2 4 
Neur o t i c D i s o r d e r 3 3 1 0 7 
Mixed D i s o r d e r • • 0 • • 1 •0 1 2 
I n c i d e n c e w i t h i n S u b g r o u p 1 3 0 0 4 
T o t a l S u b j e c t s i n Sub-group 15 14 13 13 55 

NO Percentage I n c i d e n c e 6,67% 21.43% 0,0% 0. 0% 7.27% 
A n t i - s o c i a l D i s o r d e r 0 1 0 0 1 
Neur o t i c D i s o r d e r 0 1 0 0 1 
Mixed D i s o r d e r • • • -1 • • '1 0 0 2 
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Appendix 7 

An i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l problems 

i n a l l c h i l d r e n s t u d i e d 

a) Examination of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r completion 

by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) 

1) T o t a l Scores T o t a l s c o r e s obtained by the c h i l d r e n may be found i n 

appendices 3.!.4., 3.2.4. and 3.3.4. A summary of t h e s e s c o r e s 

showing the means and s t a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s obtained by each type of 

f a t h e r absence - s o c i a l c l a s s - sex of c h i l d sub-group may be found 

i n Appendix 7.1.1. A t h r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d 

out on the s c o r e s and the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s may be found i n 

Appendix 7.1.2. 

O v e r a l l t h e r e was no e f f e c t due to f a t h e r absence (F=2.96, 

df=2, 147 p>.05) and no other s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t s were found. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n between s o c i a l c l a s s and sex of c h i l d 

was obtained (F=4,98 d f = l , 147 p<;05). An examination of the s c o r e s 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t middle c l a s s boys obtained h i g h e r s c o r e s than d i d 

middle c l a s s g i r l s w h i l s t i n the working c l a s s group the r e v e r s e was 

the c a s e , g i r l s o b t a i n i n g h i g h e r s c o r e s than boys. 

The number of c h i l d r e n who obtained t o t a l s c o r e s of 13 or more, 

the s c o r e c o n s i d e r e d to i n d i c a t e the l i k e l y presence of p s y c h i a t r i c 

d i s o r d e r ( R u t t e r , T i z a r d & Whitmore, 1970), was c a l c u l a t e d f o r each 

of the three absence groups, i n t e r m i t t e n t , permanent "and no absence. 

The number of c h i l d r e n i n each absence group o b t a i n i n g such a s c o r e 

may be found i n Appendix 6.1.1, A Chi-squared t e s t was c a r r i e d out 

on the data and a s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t was obtained (X^=15.37 d.f.=2 

p<.01). An examination of data shown i n t a b l e 6.1.1. i n d i c a t e d t h a t 



Appendix 7.1.1. 

Means and s t a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s of s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by a l l c h i l d r e n on the 

C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s c i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A ( 2 ) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t PeriDanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Stand a r d 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number of 
S u b j e c t s 

Working 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number of 
S u b j e c t s 

9.36 

4.73 

14 

8.07 

4.53 

15 

12.13 

4.6! 

8 

10.88 

6.26 

16 

8.8 

6.17 

15 

8.71 

4.34 

14 

Middle 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number of 
S u b j e c t s 

7.38 

5.04 

16 

7.44 

6.27 

7.62 

3.12 

13 

Working 

C l a s s 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number of 
S u b j e c t s 

10.93 

4.65 

15 

12.64 

6.98 

11 . 

7.92 

3.23 

13 

T o t a l f o r 

a l l s u b j e c t s 

i n each 

absence group 

Mean 

Standard 
D e v i a t i o n 

Number of 
S u b j e c t s 

8.90 

4.93 

60 

10,84 

6.27 

44 

8.29 

4.37 

55 



Appendix 7 . 2 , 

R e s u l t s of the th r e e way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e performed on t o t a l 

s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by a l l c h i l d r e n s t u d i e d on the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by P a r e n t s : S c a l e A (2 ) 

Source S.S- d . f . M.S. F • S i g n i f i c a n c e 
l e v e l s 

Sex ( a ) 15.37 I 15.37 < 1 n.s 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 39.13 1 39.13 1.51 n.s 

153.75 2 76.88 2.96 n.s 
Type of F a t h e r 

Absence (C) 

A X B 129.32 1 129.32 4.98 .05 

A X C 22 .30 2 n . 15 < I - n.s 

B X C 19.92 2 9.96 < .1 n.s 

A X B X C 55-88 2 6 .76 < 1 n.s 

S u b j e c t s 
3819.47 147 25.98 

w i t h i n groups 



h i g h e s t i n c i d e n c e of d i s o r d e r was found i n the permanent absence group. 

( i i ) N e u r o t i c i s m and A n t i - S o c i a l Behaviour Sub S c a l e s : 

N e u r o t i c i s m and a n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s were o b t a i n e d 

f o r each c h i l d as d e s c r i b e d on page 117. An examination of the 

n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s was c a r r i e d out f o r 

c h i l d r e n who obtained a t o t a l s c o r e of 13 or more. R u t t e r , T i z a r d 

and Whitmore (1970) used these s u b - s c a l e s c o r e s as a means of c l a s s i f y i n g 

c h i l d r e n whose t o t a l s c o r e s were h i g h . These c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d 

a s e x h i b i t i n g n e u r o t i c o r a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r a c c o r d i n g to which 

s u b - s c a l e s c o r e was the h i g h e r . Such a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n was c a r r i e d out 

on c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g s c o r e s of 13 o r more i n t h i s study and the r e s u l t s 

may be found i n Appendix 6.1.1. 

Two F i s h e r E x a c t P r o b a b i l i t y t e s t s were c a r r i e d out on the d a t a , 

one between the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence groups and the o t h e r 

between the permanent and no absence groups. No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s 

were o b t a i n e d (p^^COS). That i s f a t h e r absence had no s i g n i f i c a n t 

e f f e c t on the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c and a n t i - g h c i c i a l v d i s o r d e r . 

The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by a l l 

c h i l d r e n on the C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 

P a r e n t s : S c a l e A(2) i n d i c a t e d t h a t f a t h e r absence had no e f f e c t on 

t o t a l s c o r e s . I n the s e p a r a t e a n a l y s i s o n l y i n the c a s e of c h i l d r e n 

aged between 8 and 11 y e a r s was absence of the f a t h e r found to have 

a marked e f f e c t on t o t a l s c o r e s . The r e s u l t s of the o v e r a l l a n a l y s i s 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h i s e f f e c t was not s u f f i c i e n t l y g r e a t to remain when 

the s c o r e s of a l l c h i l d r e n were examined t o g e t h e r . 

The r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s of t o t a l s c o r e s obtained by a l l 

c h i l d r e n on the C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r Completion by 



T e a c h e r s : S c a l e 6 ( 2 ) r e v e a l e d that f a t h e r absence d i d a f f e c t t o t a l 

s c o r e s . C h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence obtained 

h i g h e r t o t a l s c o r e s than d i d c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

or never ab s e n t . Thus, i n the case of t e a c h e r s * r e p o r t s , r e s u l t s 

obtained from s e p a r a t e samples i n d i c a t i n g t h a t permanent f a t h e r absence 

was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a h i g h e r i n c i d e n c e of emotional and b e h a v i o u r a l 

problems, were confirmed by the o v e r a l l a n a l y s i s . 

The examination of the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r confirmed 

trends r e p o r t e d i n the main t h e s i s . Both i n the case of t e a c h e r s and 

p a r e n t s r e p o r t s , the i n c i d e n c e of p s y c h a t r i c d i s o r d e r was h i g h e s t i n 

those c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g permanent f a t h e r absence and l o w e s t amongst 

c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were not a b s e n t . 

F i n a l l y , as was r e p o r t e d i n the main t h e s i s f a t h e r absence d i d not 

a f f e c t s i g n i f i c a n t l y the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e of n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l 

d i s o r d e r i n the c h i l d r e n s t u d i e d . 

(b) Examination of the C h i l d r e n ' s Behaviour Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r 

Completion by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e BC2) 

( i ) T o t a l S c o r e s : T o t a l s c o r e s obtained by the c h i l d r e n may be found 

i n Appendicel.s 3.1.9., 3.2.9. and 3.3.9. A summary of these s c o r e s 

showing the means and standard d e v i a t i o n s obtained by each type of f a t h e r 

absence - s o c i a l c l a s s - sex of c h i l d sub group may be found i n Appendix 

7.1.3. A t h r e e way a n a l y s i s of v a r i a n c e was c a r r i e d out on the s c o r e s 

and the r e s u l t s of the a n a l y s i s may be found i n Appendix 7.1.A, 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due to type of f a t h e r absence was 

found (F_ = 6.4.5, d . f . = 2-U7, p.01) P a i r e d comparisons of the means 

obtained by the t h r e e absence groups were c a r r i e d out. The d i f f e r e n c e 

between the s c o r e s obtained by the permanent absence groups and the 

no absence and i n t e r m i t t e n t absence groups combined was s i g n i f i c a n t 

( F = 12.88, d.f. 1,!A7, p < .01). The d i f f e r e n c e between the i n t e r -



m i t t e n t and no absence groups was not s i g n i f i c a n t (F = <1, d . f . 1,1A7, 

p < .01). Therefore c h i l d r e n whose f a t h e r s were permanently absent 

obtained h i g h e r scores than d i d c h i l d r e n i n the other two groups. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t main e f f e c t due t o sex o f c h i l d was a l s o found 

(F = 5.52, d . f . 1,1A7, p < .05). An examination of scores i n d i c a t e d 

t h a t males obtained h i g h e r scores than d i d females. 

The number of c h i l d r e n who o b t a i n e d t o t a l scores o f 9 or more, the 

score considered t o i n d i c a t e the l i k e l y presence of p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r 

( R u t t e r , T i z a r d and Vfhitmore, 1970) was ca l ^ V i l a t e d f o r each of the t h r e e 

absence groups, i n t e r m i t t e n t , parmanent or no absence. The number of 

c h i l d r e n i n each absence group o b t a i n i n g such a score may be found i n 

Appendix 6.1.2, 

- A chi-squared t e s t was c a r r i e d o u t on the data and.a s i g n i f i c a n t 
2 

r e s u l t was obtained (X = 9.00 d . f . = 2, p < .05). A" examination o f 

the data shown i n t a b l e 6 . i . 2 . i n d i c a t e d t h a t the h i g h e s t i n c i d e n c e o f 

d i s o r d e r was found i n the permanent absence group and the lowest i n the 

no absence group. 

( i i ) N e u r o t i c i s m and A n t i - S o c i a l Behaviour Sub-Scales: 

N e u r o t i c i s m and a n t i - s o c i a l b e haviour sub-scale scores were obtained 

f o r each c h i l d as described p r e v i o u s l y . An examination of the n e u r o t i c 

and a n t i - s c o c i a l behaviour sub-scale scores was c a r r i e d out f o r c h i l d r e n 

who obtained a t o t a l score of 9 or more. R u t t e r , T i z a r d and Whitmore 

(1970) used these sub-scale scores as a means of c l a s s i f y i n g c h i l d r e n 

whose t o t a l scores were h i g h . These c h i l d r e n were c l a s s i f i e d as 

• e x h i b i t i n g n e u r o t i c or a n t i s o c i a l b e haviour according t o which sub 

scale score was the h i g h e r . Such a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n - w a s c a r r i e d out on 

c h i l d r e n o b t a i n i n g scores o f 9 or more i n t h i s study and the r e s u l t s 

may be found i n Appendix 6.1.2. 

Two F i s h e r Exact P r o b a b i l i t y Tests were c a r r i e d out on the d a t a , 

one between the i n t e r m i t t e n t and no absence groups and the o t h e r 



Appendix 7.3. 

Means and s t a n d a r d d e v i a t i o n s o f s c o r e s o b t a i n e d by a l l c h i l d r e n on the 

C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r C o m p l e t i o n by T e a c h e r s : S c a l e B(2) 

I n t e r m i t t e n t Permanent No 
Absence Group Absence Group Absence Group 

Mean 3.21 7.88 3.00 

M i d d l e S t a n d a r d 
D e v i a t i o n A. 26 5.33 3.02 

M 
Class 

A 
Number o f 
Subj e c t s 8 15 

L 

E 
Mean 3.AO 6.56 5.07 

S Working S t a n d a r d 
D e v i a t i o n 5.98 3.77 

Class Number o f 
S u b j e c t s 15 16 1 A 

F Mean 2.AA 2.56 2.85 

^ M i d d l e S t a n d a r d 
D e v i a t i o n 3.18 2.88 2.67 

^ Cla s s 

A 
Number o f 
Subj e c t s 16 9 13 

L 
Mean 3.27 6.18 2.08 

E 
g Working S t a n d a r d 

D e v i a t i o n A .65 A.21 2. 10 

Class Number o f 15 J 1 13 S u b j e c t s 15 J 1 13 

T o t a l f o r Mean 3.07 5.89 3.27 

a l l s u b j e c t s S t a n d a r d A.07 5.10 3. 10 D e v i a t i o n A.07 5.10 3. 10 
i n each 

absence group 
Number o f 
S u b j e c t s 60 AA 55 



A p p e n d i x 7.A. 

R e s u l t s o f t h e t h r e e way a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e p e r f o m i e d on t o t a l s c o r e s 

o b t a i n e d by a l l c h i l d r e n s t u d i e d on t h e C h i l d r e n ' s B e h a v i o u r Q u e s t i o n n a i r 

f o r C o m p l e t i o n by T e a c h e r s : Seal e B ( 2 ) 

Source S.S. d . f . M.S . F Si g n i f i c a n c e 
l e v e l s 

Sex (A) 89.97 I 89.97 5 .52 .05 

S o c i a l C l a s s (B) 20. 1 20.24 1 .24 n. s . 

Type o f F a t h e r 
210.56 2 105.28 6 .45 .01 

Absence (C) 

A X B 7.06 1 7 .06 < J n, s. 

A X C 32.77 2 16.38 1 .00 n. s. 

B X C 2.62 2 1 .31 < 1 n. s, 

A X B X C 86. 15 2 43.08 2 .64 n. s. 

S u b j e c t s w i t h i n 
2397.04 147 16,31 

g r o u p s 



beCween the permanent and no absence g r o u p s . No s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s 

were o b t a i n e d ( p > . 0 3 ) . That i s f a t h e r absence had no s i g n f i c a n t 

e f f e c t on the r e l a t i v e i n c i d e n c e o f n e u r o t i c and a n t i - s o c i a l d i s o r d e r 

D i s c u s s i o n 

The a n a l y s e s o f the r e s u l t s o f the i n c i d e n c e o f e m o t i o n a l and 

b e h a v i o u r a l p roblems i n a l l t h e c h i l d r e n s t u d i e d r e v e a l e d t h a t 

c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g i n t e r m i t t e n t and permanent f a t h e r absence were 

more l i k e l y t o e x h i b i t p s y c h i a t r i c d i s o r d e r , as i n d i c a t e d by t h e i r 

s c o r e s on S c a l e A ( 2 ) and Scale B(2) t h a n were c h i l d r e n e x p e r i e n c i n g 

no f a t h e r absence. 

The f i n d i n g s c o n f i r m e d those r e p o r t e d i n the main t h e s i s . 


