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experiences under the influence ofraditional culture and its
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Abstract

As Chinese society and culture have become more complex and diverse over time,
this has impacted upon the roles and experiences of women. Women continue to
face significant barriers while pursgirselfdevelopment and enhanced social status.

In general, Chinese culture is for meand there exists a sharp disparity in social
status between men and womemThere are concerns about how the transformation

of culture, family values, education systemsdasocial beliefaffect and impact on
young Chinese women.

This study analyses the reseamh women in traditional Chinese culture, and found
they have been encountering various problems, such as womemwsstatus in
families, lock of access to higher ducation, employment diffiglty for women
graduates, womes' social and political participation crisis, and negative attitudes
towards the gay women community. This indicatesflictsbetweenvariouswomen

roles and thanfluenceof women'sselfidentity.

This thesiexploresthe life historiesof eight young Chinese women for five years and
conducted a range of qualitative research, including interviews, focus groups, social
media WeChat interviews, emdadkchanges and research diaries. Ised a

postmodern feminist approach to address diversity, which criticised the concepts and

6



epistemology of traditional Chinese culture, and proposed new ideas to boost
women's social status.

This study focused on family, higher education and LGBT expeseht investigated

the differences between traditional families and modern familiesfour aspects:
family and education; family and marriage; family and leaving China; as well as family
and employment. It also analysedettturrent situation of higer education in China

and explored thecampuslife of women students. On the basis of breaking traditional
cultural conventions and old habitual ways of thinking, this study considered the
matters of LGBT. It showed what LGBTs face in terms of tha&iginalisation by
mainstream societylt told stories of emotion, love, marriage and life under difficult
circumstances &d this community's drive to challenge and change Chinese society's
cultural norms.

This study found that young Chinese women live in the shadow of the traditional
patriarchal society and theirdentity has experienced severe contradiction and
conflicts n their development. They are trying to break the bonds of tradition;
however, they have to face huge pressure from society and family. Therefore, building
up cultural diversity is the key to Chinese women development. Women
development has a close coection with mens development; postmoderfeminist
culture leads women out of dilemmat asks men to hear the voice of women. It
shows that Chinesevomen's development is nosimply seeking own benefitbut

aims to creée a better future together with men.
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Chapter 1 Introduction

1. The Origin of My Research----The Story of My Life

| was born in Tianjin, a very beautiful city located in North China. | grew up in the
countryside of Tianjin until 1 went to primary school. It is typical northern Chinese
countryside which still retains many feudal and traditiosaktoms My mum once

sad to me:'When| was pregnant with you, aith our familywanted a boy because
your grandparents wanted to make sure that their oghandchild was a boy to carry

on the family name.Although that was not how it turned aul still had a happy
childhood at that time. | suppose it was becausekthe only child in the family.

My parents were very busy and worked very hartd | went to nursery when | was
eight months old. When | waa primary school, | remember that approximately 50
pupils were packed into the classroom. In class, we had to put our hands over our
hearts, unless the teacher asked aquestion,in which caseve could only raise our
right hand to answer; otherwise we had to remain fairly still, which was different
from kindergarten, where children were asked to put their hands behind them.

At this stagegtudents who received the highest scarim tests were @nsidered the

most outstanding studerst At the end of each semester, they would receive a
certificate as a prizavhile the rest of the students didn't get anything.

People in China face unimaginable stress at a very young age. Although the system
has reeived all types of criticism, no major changes seem to be taking place. The life

we live is not an easy one. We deal with insurmountable pressure from parents,
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teachers and ourselves to succeed in life.

It is common for most parents to pursuegh scoresand a fixed entrance rate. It
seems that the purpose of children'sdsis only to enter a famous university. This
single learning motivation makes children afraid of their grades falbamg ranked
behind others failing to enter university and theparents complaining. Therefore,
when | studied in high school, | was under great pressure since most of the students
were really excellent and the competition between us was extremely fierce. Because
our critical aimwasto get higher grades in the gaokéhe national university/college
entrance examination), studyingasour only priority.In line withthis principle, we

had to get up early in the morning and then hurry to the classroom to sart
all-day learning.

During the daytime, we always hachany classes and finally left with much
homework. We couldn't finish all the homework until nearly midnight, so we hardly
had time for relaxation and entertainment. For me, | was badly lacking in freedom
everything was restricted by horrible rules. Asesult, my social circle was indeed
small, which made me fearful to make new friends.

In order to prepare for the gaokao, | had to study harder than before. You couldn't
imagne how tired | was having to study from Monday to Sunday without any break.
Although it was a hard path, for 12 years this was the only thing | focused on.
Unfortunately, at that time | didn't know why | wanted to study at university and how

| would choose my major, and | had no idea how | should proceed. This kind of system
does notallow independent thinking and stunts individual interests and talents.
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However, | insisted on doing my gaokao although | didn't understand why | should.
Nonetheless, in common with most teenagers, | passed the gaokao and became a
freshman at Tianjin Forgn Studies University.

| was full of longing for life as a university student. | will never forget thenden |
stepped through the gateof my university, excited and nervous, thinking that it
might change my future. However, litg the univesity wasnot as satisfactory ak

had expected. When | arrived at my university on the first day, | really felt that the
school was very beautiful, but at the first sight of the small school caphfeis some
disappointment. Then, it was painful as | didn't knbmw to live by myself in a
strangeplace | felt perplexed because | was the only child in my family and | had
never left them before.

When | chose my major, my parents thought | should study education and become a
teacheras this would be a stable prafsion However, | was very much at a loss in my
mind outside of my daily professional study. | didn't know whether this major was
suitable for me or not, or what it meant. | didn't know if the direction of development
for this profession was what | soughtdidn't know how to study at university, and |
didn't know where the road ahead led. How could | achieve my idealsbstspep?

And what was my ideal?

The same is true of many university students | met. They know very little about the
professions thexhoose. Many students simply follow the advice of their parents and
‘choose a professiorfor the convenience of employment. When we really want to
think for ourselves, we are caught in the embarrassing situatioiwani't think. Most

14



people just choose a hot major for a job, but they forget to pay attention to their
interests, hobbies, and evethe developmentof more comprehensive abilitiesnd
thinking skils.

Every graduation season, tens of thousands of graduates cannot find a job. Most
enterprises and companiesrecruitment requirements arespecified needing two to
three years of internship and work experience, andhey do not recruit fresh
graduates. There are also some large companies that use the qualifications of
ultra-high-level degrees to keep ordinary fresh graduates out.

| have asked myself many times: Why do you want to go to university? Is it useful?
What can university bring us? \Wite is the meaning of study?

When | was in second year, | had the idea of studying abroad for the first time. | went
to a campus conference in my university and my lecturer invited a graduate who was
studying for a PhD in Durham University to this confeeerShe introduced the life of
Chinese students overseas and told us a lot of things about her study and life in
England. | could not help but wonder what it would be like if our education system
was designed this way.

Maybe | wasin over my head, thinkig way too far ahead at the time, but isn't a
dreamsupposed to be like this? We seek the opportunity to study abroad for further
education,being eager to obtain an advanced education and educational concepts.
Thanks to my parents, they supported me to slo on one condition, that | return
home after mystudies(although thiss notso easyany morg.

Over time,l witnessed changes in myself after a few westudy in England. As there
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were no parents around us to operate our daily life and solve problems for us, we
foreign students had tananage our lives ourselves, including doing the cooking,
laundry and finance. In the meantime, being very far away from home and parents, it
wasn't easy tostudy abroad and | suffered from loneliness and homesickness.
Independence is the most significant learning skill for me and my parents never
taught me how to be independent.

Independence in basic life skills and independence in studies were both ivlevita

me. My time abroad gave me the chance to enrich myself, both academically and
culturally, and | was able to acquire deeper knowledge of my fields, wiocid also
enhance my understandingf the definition of freedom. There are many reasons
driving me to pursue future study. | enjoy satisfaction and happimgessedthrough

the process of learning. In addition, | want to get a good job,edzonomically
independent andcontribute to my family. When | was a little girl, my father often
talked about Iis colleage's child who was reading for RhD at that time. | saw
admiration and expectation in his eyes. | knew then that the thing that would make
him most proudmy achievement of academic success

A person's life cago byso fast that people will forget what they say and what they
do, but they never forget how theigel. My life is such.

What is the purpose of education? | haeentinued to ask myself why | go to
university when | wast university in China. For people olir generation, living,
working, making friendgnd dating,etc., seem to be doomed from the beginning.
From the moment we stepped into kindergarten, we just learned for the sake of
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learning. From an early age, we were requiredbecome clever and cultated, a
talented and remarkable person. Parents and teachers taught us how to read books
and how to count angbractiseaddition and subtraction, without teaching us how to
think and whywe shouldlearn. So, whas the meaning of education? Wheatthe
meaning of blindly learning to learn and living to live?

Getting good scores? Going to a famous university? Looking for a good job? Actually,
none of themis the purpose of education think all of these are accessories and that
what education really giveus ishe ability to think. The purpose of education is to
cultivate a persols sound cognitive as well as thinking style. Receiving education is
not to lean knowledge, but to learn to 'thinkto maintain a clear sense of judgment

in the adult world da after day, and to think about the habitual things. That is real
freedom. That is being educated, and understanding how to think.

If you ask me the meaning of being educatedyduld take my research aan
example, hoping that thisvasa journeyon whichl discoveed and realsed myself.

Both myself and researchagicipants ould form their own independent thinking,
which inspired and guidel us to establish our own independent personality, thereby
gaining the ability to judge and think. This igracess of growth.

Education is to let people understanthings and to make people think
independently, therebyallowing them to makemnore rational judgments, which also
aims at making everyon&eer and more independenin choosing their desired

lifestyle.
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2. An QOutline of Research Intentions and Process

Overseas study has allowed me to learn about a different culturesacdetyfrom a
brandnew perspective. It has helped me to widen my horgand develop a far
broaderoutlook about things | hadever experienced before. | was born in the 1990s
and | didn't know what happened at Tiananmen Square in June 1989 until | set foot in
England when | was 23 years old. It veady my parents and teachers who told me
what was right and wrong. These adultsiggat me the aisting facts about life and
so-called right values, which they thought were correct for young people to learn. It
seems that the only purposee hadis to enter a famous university, findveell-paid

job, marry a wealthy person. Without study abroad,| would never have
discovered the politics and economics underlying particular politically sensitive
events, such as th@rotest at Tiananmen Square, which were censored by the
government.There is an old saying in China: Careless talk leattsuble, and the

less said the better. In fact, no one wants their mouth to be shut and not allowed to
speak out, and no one wants to be insulted and slandered. However, with the
ubiquitous CCTV and strict online public censorship system, where is freeflom
speech? Under the leadership of the CCP dictatorship of the 'lifelong chaitimene,

is hardly an political freedom or democracin a society where citizens are
accustomed to being censored and silenced, most would engage in habitual
self-censorshipand resist expressing themselvésaving never enjoyed freedom of
speech, most do not even know the concept of freedom of speech. At the same time,

there is no way, no space for change in China's political sy&een if you know that
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your human rights hee been violated, you know nothing can be done and cannot
change thestatus quo

| have spent my lifetime to date in school, both in China and Englahdvé
witnessed the huge differences regarding education theory and practice. | am longing
for freedom longing for my parentsand teachersunderstanding and caring, and |
believe thatwhat | have experienced is being experienced by thousands of Chinese
young people as well.believe that many of them may be feeling miserahi&e me,

they are seeking freedom and opportunjtiherefore, | hope more and more people
can hearur voice.

As aresearch student, and one of thousands of young Chinese women, | can't help
but ask why there are still sucimconceivableissues and conflictsn China while
various reforms are being implemented and its economy is being rapidly developed.
How do we lookat the development problems of the young generation, especially
the development of women and the underlying cause$aok of critical thinkingand
whether we can find effective solutions? We need to supplyaaswer.

For this reason, | began to pay ait®n to the growth and education of Chinese
youth, especially young women, while my research interests have gradually turned to
thinking about thér various life experiences.

In addition, as | will be arguing in the thesis, current studies of womenaloj@wment

lack systematic and comprehensive research in China (Guan et al., 2010; Leung,
2003),and there is a tendency for people simply to adoptWestern feminist theory

as a methodological basis, neglecting the Chinese female subjeotigeiousness, as
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they fail to analyse the problems of women's development in a specific cultume
2011; Pan, 2004)

Thus, my study of the life history of young Chinese women in traditional and evolving
contemporary Chinese culture seeks to fill th@p in researchThis study creates a
new way of conceiving of life history and its relationship to social, cultural and
intellectual life. The main research questions are

1. What is the level of satisfaction of young Chinese women with their life exjgerien
(family, education & LGBT)?

2. How are these experiences shaped by traditional Chinese social patterns, cultural
backgrounds, a unique political landscape and an inherent attachment to family
values in their culture?

More specifically, the following sutuestions were framed:

1. What are the experiences of Chinese women in the family?

2. What are Chinese women's experiesaoéuniversity life?

3. What are the experiences of gay Chinese women?

4. How do Chinese women respotadfeminism?

In my thesis, those a narrative approach because it corresponds to my interests in
freedom and personal growth. Narrative inquiry in my research aims to reveal the
meaning behind social phenomena, pay attention to participants' viewpoints, and
pay attention to how diffeent people understand the meaning of their lives, so as to
be able to deeply explore people's inner activities and thoughts (Clandinin and
Connelly, 2000). In this study, each participant is both the storyteller and the leading
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character ineach story. Cinese women's silence and subordinate position is the
result of the oppression of women by male power discourse. Only when women
realise the importance of their voice will they breakay fromtheir passive status.

For this reason, Chinese women needagportunity to tel their stories and make
their 'voice' heard. Giving opportunities to Chinese womahows them construct

their own stories instead of having the Chinese authorities and educators construct
stories for them.

Following a small group of lese women for five years using a range of narrative
methods, including life history interviews, focus group&eat group videos/texts,
photos, my personal research diary, as well as frequent eexaihanges with
participants, young Chinese women's bteries were presented.

The research data collection started in September 2014 and ended in October 2018.
The collection process lasteabout five years and consisted of three coe-one
interviews, two faceo-face group discussions, three WeChat grougeos and
frequent WeChat texts or-eail exchanges.

The first stage of field work was aboigmale Chinesatudents life experiences in

HE in Tianjin from September to November 2014. It originatiludednine female
participantsranging fromages21-30 across four universities. The following is a brief
introduction to these nine participants.

In 2014, they were Anna, aged 22, senior student; Betty, aged 22, senior student;
Candy, aged 22, senior student; Daisy, aged 22, senidestuEmma, aged 21,
senior student; Fiona, aged 30, a bank clerk with a bachelor degree; Grace, aged 29,
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an English teacher with a bachelor degree; Helen, aged 27, a civil servant with a
master degree; and lvy, aged 28, satiployed with a master degree.

Helen and Ivy withdrew from the intervieviar personal reasons in 2015.

Over the course of the five yeamesearch, significant changes were obsenned
participants'study, work or simply everyday life.

In 2018, the participants were: Anna, a secomér postgraduate student in Tianjin,
unmarried; Betty, a teacher at her hometown in Jiangxi Provinoenarried; Candy,

an administrator in a foreign company in Tianjin, unmarried; Daisy, a financial
manager working in Shanghai, living in a shafiat, unmarried; Emma, studied
abroad in England from 201816, with a mastefs degree in Sheffield Uravsity,

and now workingn an overseas study agency in Wuhan, unmarried; Fiona, used to
be a bank clerk and was recently promoted in a local trading compamyarried;
Grace, an English teacher, marrigdth one child.

In the early stages of the studyfdcused onunderstanding the process and feelings
of the participantsin terms ofeducatioral experience, the situation and attitude in
family life, and irtially to finding out the relevant keywords according to the
interview materials of each participant. | then tried tdentify the concepts and
themes of the study by comparing the different attitudes of participants towards the
same life event, such d@ke gaokao, campus interpersonal relationship, job hunting
and employment, getting married through blind dates, etc. Through the above
process,| wasled initially to confirm two main lines of research, namely, family and
universitylife experience, andubsequently to conduct an depth study.
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During the study, it was a surprising finding that almost all the answers from
participants were nearly identical. For myself, as one of them, the interview results
were not shocking, given the way we were taughtschool and at homel would
argue that young people from China rarely get the time or chance to use their
imagination and freedom.

Therefore, | began the study at the second lebgl paying more attention to
exploring the internal relationshgbetween these keywords, concepts and themes,
as well as the deep meaning behind them. | tried to avoid what may be overlooked in
the process of collating the information, namely, the specifieamng of the
participants in expressing theittaudes and what lay behind eacotonversation. In

the process, | realised that the participants were constantly showing a life attitude
demonstratingthat they hated bondage and longed for freedom. Ostensitthey
were suppressed by heavy academic and parental control, showing an indifferent
attitude to many issues, and following the same pattern. However, as the interviews
proceeded, | could feel their inner dissatisfaction with real life, and that theyewer
eager for morefreedom, recognition and support. Nearly all the young people
interviewed for this research seem to be rational, tolerant and understanding
towards different life attitudes.

As a researcher, | want to break through and deviate freseach convention. For

this reason, | decided to exploeeminority group'in society, those who might share
differing opinions or life stories andould potentially have a significant impact on
traditional concepts of women's identities in Chirfdl this prompted me to expand
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the scope of my research. | hope that my researchpuiiidean indepth analysis of
objective existence and unavoidable social reality, so that more people can be
affirmed bythe public | intend to take into account thpossibility of the innovation
required for the implementation of such an affirmatiofhe interview and analysis of
LGBT populatiowasadded as an important topic for my research.

‘NeverGiveUp' (an online nicknamegave me her consent to adopt her sgan my
study. She is a doctor in a clinic in Tianjin. We had an intervie@cinber 2016
through WeChat when she was 26. Since the first interview, we have kept in touch
with each other, sharing ideas and speaking quite opaig.also had a faet-face
interview in September 2017 in Tianjin.

As a friend, Never invited me to join their monthly gathering in Tian]irsin
Home. After expressing my intentions, six women agreed to hadisaisswith me
about their life, ideas and their relations with others. In October 2017, an interview
was carried out inHAnxini Home. The six participants were: Chen, aged 25, lesbian;
Wu, aged 28, bisexual; Guo, aged 30, bisexual; Ye, aged 26, bisexual, rbachelo
degree; Deng, aged 28, lesbian; Bing, aged 32, bisexual, bachelor degree. Although
there was only onenformal group discussiowith these six people, a lot of useful
information and life experiences about LGBT were obtainedhisresearch study.

From the beginning of the research interview, | only intended to conduct a single
study trying to understand the current situatian higher education in China, and
that was thenexpanded to the influence of family factors on the life experience of
the partidpants, and how the participants break the shackles of traditional ideas,
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seekng a breakthrough in seliwareness, and yeamg for freedom and
development. It makes this study moreolistic and groundbreaking, and also
improves the reliability of the study through the multifaceted analysis of the views of

a particular group of people in a particular culture.

3. Layout

In my thesis, | use a narrative approach because it corresponds to my interest in
freedom and personalink. Growth is the process of understanding theal self
(Schafer, 1977). Such understanding includes the desire to explore the self and seek
social value, as well as conduct introverted seffection and learn how to accurately
position oneself (Cole and Knowles, 2001). By talking about their owrxpgriences,
guiding young people to understand and study the objects and phenomena in the
world around them, at the same time guiding them to understand and study their
inner world, they are able to achieve personal growth on the basis of knowing and
perfecting themselves as individuals (McLaughlin and Tierney, 1993). This research
process through the narrative form also representsthe process of constructing
selfsubjectivityfor the narrator herself; this construction process is mainly obtained
through various descriptions of the individual and the others, the family, the society
and the inner self (Connelly and Clandinin, 2000). Therefore, narrating becomes a
means of selgrowth (Ellis and Bochner, 2000). In the description of different life
events, myparticipants have participated actively in various activities, such as family,
school, society, etcpaying attention to their life experienseand value realisation in
different situations.

The comprehensive and free development of human beings mudude women
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(Hekman, 1991). There are many differences between people. People divide human
beings into different groups according to different standards, while inequality between
men and women is extremely common. Female development is not only a matter of
equality between men and women, but also involves the cultural system and political
background of the entire society (Leung, 2003). Therefore, this thesis analyses the life
experience of participants, investigates the current situation of young women tinem
perspective of pursuing freedom and development. It reveals the status and problems
in women's development under the premise of absorbing the reasonable theoretical
resources of Western postmodern feminism and reflecting the development status of
Chinese women.

This thesis is divided into seven chapters.

Chapter 1 Introduction.

This chapteffocuses orthe basic work required for the completion of this research,
wherein it points out that the status of young women is a fundamental issue that must
be consideredand studied.

Chapter2 Literature Review.

This chapter provides a retrospective on the development history of Chinese women
and the identification oftheir development status, emphasising the extensive but
difficult participation of women irsociety. The traditional gender division of labour has
changed, but it has not been completely broken; instead, it has been reproduced in a
complicated and diversified way, which has seriously restricted the development of
women.

The chapter discusséStepping out of the family and going into socigtiiow to free

women from thaer traditional roleashousewives and reproductive tools, atttke fight
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for the right for them to participate extensively in social, economic, political and
cultural activities asthe core objectives of womes development. Nowadays, a large
proportion of women have already stepped out of the family to participate in society,
while the actual progress of women in education and employment is very much in
evidence.

However, womens struggles for family status and social participation are not
proceedingvery smoothly. Under the influence @f feudal patriarchal culture, the
culture that 'males are supposed to be worth more than the other 'sexerts
comprehensive control over women at all levels, whether in family, education,
employment, or marriage. This impasse vividly reflects the difficult situation of the
current development of Chinese womekvhat exactly is the current development
status of Chiase women?

Legal equality doesnmean actual equality regarding the marginalisation of female
social participation if there is conflict and confusialmout their roles in participating in
society: how should this be reflected in the female subjective scmusness?
Traditional culture still influences people with strong inertia and becomes a huge
cultural barrier that hinders women's development.

Chapter3 Methodology.

The research goal will be achieved through life history interview and group interview.
This chapter mainly introduces the purpose and significance of the research, the
research ideas and methods, the innovaticarsl reflexivity as well aghe validity of

the researchThis thesis, as the theoretical basis of postmodern feminism, emphasises
that young women today need to envisage ith@wn special nature, and break

traditional cultural expectation®n the premise that both sexes can get rid of gender
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repression andichievea fuller existence

This chapter aims to explain why the method of life history is considered useful in
analysing Chinese women's experiences. First, an introduttdioarrative hquiry and

the life history method will be given, which provides a general overview of the
background and developmend understandthe methodological innovation involved.
Then, a few examples are given to illustrate hitve life historyresearch methodtan

be carried undertaken and some practical issueare considered by looking at
techniques for doing life history within the Chinese context in particular.

The second part of this chapter reviews the development of postmodern feminism in
China, analyses éhreason it can developia a flexible route which will suit for the
special circumstansein China, and then works out an unusual path for Chinese
womens development.

In the third part of this chaptethe approach of photo elicitation is introduced in order

to enhance the effectiveness and reliability of the life history method. In order to
protect participants' privacy andentities, photo elicitation was not widely used in the
study, but readers castill find some useful and contemich images in later chapters.

This research is situated in the contemporary context of concern about the equality of
gender and education for Chinese women. Life history, thus, has the potential to create
opportunitiesfor women to voice their opinions.

This chapter identifies key events, significant people, life chapters, stress and problems
with daily life personal ideology, future narratives and life themes that run through all
the life stories as units of analysis. It involves units of private analysis, such as family,
marriage, social, etc., and professional analysis units (education, training and

occupation).
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Chapter 4 Family Life.

In China, there is a traditional idiom ". It means that parents hope their
children can have a bright future. Chinese parents pay extraordinary attention to their
children's growth as they think that their children, even when very youngst not

lose at the starting line.

Therefore, family edudson has become the focus of family life. For the p88s
generation who have just become parents, they are particularly afraid that their
children will repeatedly suffer the experiences they had when they were young, but
what they are more worried abous that an improper family relationship withpede

their children'slives As a mother, | fully understand all these pressures put upon us.
For this reason, family relationships regarding education, employment and marriage
areone the keyareas of focusf this study.

Hence, in terms of its special status and influence, family education plays a decisive
role in the growth of children. The education level, life values and life attitudes of
parents will have an imperceptible influence on thehildren.

The unprecedented changes in society have brought tremendous changes in people's
lifestyles and ideas. Facing such huge changes, some people can follow the trend, some
are at a loss, and some others are seifficient. The social changes haveeply
affected the changes in family ethical values and this has caused further changes in the
family's functional structure. The most obvious thing in China today is the collapse of
traditional large extendedfamilies and the establishment afmall nuclearfamilies
accompanied by a shift in values and educational concepts, along with

transformationin values and educational concepts.

Hence, the concept of family education has changed fronultiple childrens
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education to 'l KS 2 y feduca@oi.ATheReaddctiorin the number of children in

the average family has caused parents to spend a lot more time and energy on their
children. Under the influence of traditional culture, it is natural for parents to hold high
hopes for their children.

However, parentdind it difficult to educatetheir children. In recent years, there have
been many studentelated thoughtprovoking incidents, such as cases of postgraduate
students committing intentional robbery, college students committing poisoning,
student suicide, middle school violence, ayE&rold girl attacking a man and leaving
the victim in a cesspool, etc. Each of these incidents has made people more concerned
about the reality and future of Chinese families and society.

Education has becoenthe target of public criticism. Most people blame the problem
on todays education systembut | don't think this is the case. | believe it is today's
family that should be blamed. The situation of modern family education is not a cause
for optimism. Thee are many problems, such as tekortageand wrong directionof
family education.

However, present research ahe family environment, childlevelopmentand family
education in China is still in its infancy. This research icomiprehensive, and there

are no studies or models of practice with local characteristics. Based on the above
considerations, this chapter seekdeeply and comprehensivelyo understand the
problems existing in current family life through analysis of jpaticipants' life stories

and interviews. The chapter particularly focuses on education, marriageing China

and employment.

Chapter 5 Women's Experiences of Higher Educgtii)in China.

Chinese parents can endure a thrifty life, but they never hesitate to spend a lot of
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money on their children's education. In recent years, with the improvement of the
economy and living standards, parents are even more eager toaetken to ensure

their children will not lose at the starting line of education. The culture of examination
is so powerful that children are infused with the content of the national university
entrance examination (known agaokao in Chinese) as soon as they start talkifige

focus on the gaokao, even in primary school, has come to dominate the lives of
children, even of the entire family.

If there is anyarea ofreform that could causeconcernamong everyoneand even
trigger social shock in the field of education in Chihantit must be the gaokao. It has
been 40 years since the resumption of the gaokao in 1977, which has had a major
impact on Chinese society, where constant innovation has been realised based on
social development and educational needs.

The gaokao is diffult to reform becauseit is too tied up with social responsibility
Hence, from time to timeit getslost, gets into trouble andccupiesthe wrong zone,
meaning that while it can be tinkered witifrom the original basis, it is hard to achieve

a fundamental breakthrough. Entering higher education through the gaokao to
university,is particularly important as the last link the entire education chAithough

the pace of reform in China's universities shaever ceased, and corresponding
measures and policies have been introduced one after another, China's higher
education reform is still severely criticised by scholars and educators. This emphasises
to us the need to reexamine the current education modehd the role of teachers in
China's HE sector

In this chapter, | adopt the gaokao as an entry point to analgseply the

shortcomings of China's higher educatigystem Based on an analysis of the effect of
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the gaokao on the main body amiversity students, through interviews and group
discussions, we will seek to analyse students' psychological expectations and actual
gaps, approach the true state of the participants to the maximum extent, and strive to
present the status of Chinese higgheducation objectively in terms of its modes of
education and campus construction.

Chapter 6 LGBT Lives in China.

Over time, through several interviews, | began to realise that most of the participants
only wanted to talkabout their dissatisfaction without attempting to change anything. |
was curious and astonished at their responses. | wanted to let people offdble for

not sticking totraditional sexual conventionand also provided a platform for people

to break the traditions as well as embody their own unique views hfedtyles
Therefore, | was dealing with a-salled taboo subject in my stugihe LGBT issue had
surfaced. The chapter explains how | conducted research with LGBT participants.

With the continuous opening of social thoughts and the introduction of European and
American cultures, the LGBT group, as one of the marginal groups in sbeisty,
gradually drawn more and more public attention in recent yeamsparticulay it has
been discussed and understood by more and more young people. Chinese traditional
culture itself lacks vitality andhas not develoged along with the development of
society. China's traditional culture attaches great importance to people and society, but
neglects the cultivation of equality, rational education and innovative thinking on the
part of people, which leads to@overtyin the concepts of independence, equality and
democracy.

Youth, then, proves to be the transition period for individuals to grow frommaturity

to maturity. The individuals in this period tend tmaturity, selfconsciousness is
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strengthened and they have a deer understanding of themselves and society. This
understanding is constantly separated from, itif does not abandon entirely the
concept offamily and the shackles of traditional culture. Such a transformation has
triggered people'se-cognitionof themselves and the repositioning of their roles. It has
been refleted in minority groups, such as the LG#B®up, which havebegun to step

out into the publicdomain

Hence, contemporary Chinese youth grow wiphin the intertwining of tradition and
reality, especially young women, who are deeply influenced by feminemad, have

their own valus and judgement criteria, while their sedfvareness is gradually
increased. Under the pressure of traditional culture and concepts, the younger
generation's viewof LGBT is extremely importarih moving from a very marginalised
group toa mainstream group, this group has gradually appeared in the public view. By
striving for equal status anthe right to speak upthey hope to be respected by
society.

In a contemporay Chinese society that emphasises fairness and openness, this group
is still discriminated against. This chapter aims to reveal the survival status of the LGBT
group throughlife histories informal focus group and three years of continuous
interviews with the participants, analysing their thoughts and living conditions,
providing them with relatively fair treatment andsdittle discrimination as possible.
The LGBT group is suffering from this invisible pressure from society. Many of them are
oppressed emotionally They face constant collisionsetween traditional values,
including filial piety, and forging a sdaffentity and achieving sexuiteedom

Chapter 7 Conclusion.

The researcln this thesis indicates that modern young women in China éacemplex
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environmentand find themselves in a situation which the social economy and social
environment are developing rapidly, but the social culture is deeply confined by
traditional thought These young women feel pressudrem, and are challenged by all
aspects of life, such as social values, family structure and fundtieneducatonal
system, traditions aroundmate selectionand the employment situation in different
forms and degrees itheir development of a distinct identity

Firsly, there are considerable inequalities in both the economic and psychological
aspects of university students. Some graduates have relatively poor family conditions
and economic problems have brought them afreoressure. They are also eager to
socialise with others, but most of them do not want to participate in all kinds of social
activities. Instead, what they can strive to achieve is to study hard and get good scores
in exams.

Secondly, modern young womenra experiencing more and more pressure from their
parents expectations. They prefer to focus on the realisation of-selfth in daily life

and yearn for a space where they can give full play to themselves, do whatever they
want to do, and so be recognised and respected by others and society as well. As a
conseaence, they have gradually developed an independent consciousness. Hpwever
within the traditional Chinese family, more emphasis is placed on achievement than
communication with regards to the children's education.

Moreover, such young people have beengatandhad their experience reinforced by

the negativeattitudes of their parents. Parents' views and their ways of bringing up
children in the family are directly related to the formation of young people's initial
personality and behaviour. Young peoglee more likely tocultivate a personality of

positive optimism,and respondpositively to their parents’ opinions in a family
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environmentin which relationshipsare based on mutual trust and respednstead
these young women are cultivated personalitfedl of inferiority, timidity, depression

and lacking inconfidence within a family environmentin which relationships are
fraught with indifference, estrangement and distrust. This has a very negative impact
on their seligrowth, especially givethat they are eager for the guidance and concern

of their parents.

Thirdly, although there are many conflicts and divergences between parents and their
children, the traditional pattern of relationshgbetween them is gradually changing.
Parents are no longer held as the absolute authority in the family, and the vast majority
of parents have begun to respect the wishes of their children, lookingdaality in
communicatiorwith them. Traditional parets define successful education as achieving
high scores in exams, gaining admission into a good university leading to finding a good
job, and having a stable famiblowever, because young people are currently living in
such a rapidly changing social eoviment where a variety of values are intertwined
and new ideas collide violently, they are full of confusion abehat they think and

feel about education, career and their gender and sexual idenfitys confusion
inevitably leads to the transformatiorof how they view educationfrom a fixed and
constrained concept to an more liberal concept.

Fourthly, young Chinese women nowadays are always caught in the conflict and
confusion betweerthe ideal and reality. On the one hand, they emphasisersditince

and want to choose their own life path termsof development, but theyieldto their
surroundings and are influenced by interpersonal relationstapd family. On the
other hand, they are pursuing conflictinglife, sincethey cannot liberate themsebs

from the traditional culture.
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As mentioned above, young Chinese women are facing enormous pregsteess of
survival, educationthe workplace, marriage, filial piety and othfctors How do they
cope with these pressures? Do they have a living space for themseltlgs the
bondage of traditiof? This chapter will provide substantial detail to propose a solution.
Under the influence of traditional culture and the unique economic auatditical
conditions of Chinathe question ofhow to promote young women's social status is
the kernel and aim of social concerns the fight for women's subject position,

postmodern feminism also pays attention to exploring their diverse positions.

In addition, postmodern feminism has focused on the growing importance of
women's subjectivity. It nioonly emphasises the power of female discourse, but also
discusses the establishment of female identity and social position. The challenge of
‘patriarchy’ and the concept of 'gender' have opened a new horizon for the entire
society to reevaluate women, which is not only for women striving for their own
subjectvity, but also as a social issue that requires the support and participation of
the whole society, including meihe development of modern feminism, especially
the emergence of postmodern feminism, has tedhe perception that theprogress

of women camot be achieved by rejecting the male, buust include the support

and participation of the male and more effective communication with and
collaboration with menWithout women's wisdom in society, or men's suppiorthe
family, neither society nor theamily is completeAlong with men adjusting their
mindset and shifting their roles, arlecoming more involved in the domestic sphere,
such as by sharing the burden of housework, women are simultaneously seeking

more power in the public sphere of careercanommunity.The devebpment of the
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female identity is a real issue and its realisation is dependent upon a number of
conditions. There is a long way to go, arntds a way full ofcontradiction and conflict

as well as full of hope for all young Chinese women

This chapter ends witkomeplans for postdoctoral studyased orlife history study,

this thesis attempts to selechn appropriateway for participants to exprss their
thoughts and describe their life experiences in detail. Tdetors affecting the life
experience of young women are clearly classijfieowever,methods for protecting
women's rights and promoting the development of an independent female identity,

particularly insociceconomicallydisadvantagedreas require further study.
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Chapter 2 Research Background and

Literature Review

In recent years, Chinese research in the social sciences and humanities has given
increasing attention tavomen and gender (Fong, 2002; Tsui and Rich, 2002; Veeck et

al., 2003; Liu and Carpenter, 2005). The/ A MA Y 2 2YSy Qa CSRSN} GA2YyZ
national body responsiblesince 1949 for the organisation and administration of

$2YSyQa | FFI A NHnbch &flthis di&cudBigha gaNiBuRrly in areas

concerning womeis economic and social staufvww.womenofchina.cn 2019).

Womerls employment, education, health and reproduction are becoming popular
topics indebates about women and the reform programme.

With the radical changes in Chinese culture experienced throughout Chinese history,
the portrayals and roles of Chinese women have likewise differed over time. In this
chapter, | will examine broadly the impacbdf Chinese culture on Chinese women in
certain significantespects relating to the common experiences of womlenill do so

by presenting a review of relevant studies on traditional Chinese valuesw@hdaal
attitudes towards women.The review wilkexplore the changeand developmergin

women's current situatios in terms ofamily, education and social background.

1. Family Relationship and Culture

Each family is a basic unit of any society, in which people form theirshaivit

develop their own values (Zhai and Hu, 2015). Children are influenced by the family
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culture into which they are born; when they grow up, the family culture tells them
who they are and which groups they belong to. It is common for people to carry their
family'svaluesinto adulthoodthrough numerous attitudes and behaviouasquired

in childhood.'Even those who later reject all or part of the family culture often
discover that they are not entirely free of their early influerndgé&ng and He, 2014,
p.42). Although they promise themselves that they will never repeat the mistakes of
their own family certain cultural attitudes and responses are so ingrained among
family members that they continue to affect their thinking and behaviour, whether
those indviduals are aware of such influence or not (Keating et al., 2013). Therefore,
it is easy to conclude that family is important to every human being's life in any

society.

Traditional Chinese Parenting

Chinese Confucian doctrine has influenced Chinese pdoplever two thousand
years. One of the key virtues in Confucian philosophy is Xigdfilial piety) which
involvesrespectng one's elders, parents and ancestors (Yan and Jiang, 2005). Xiao
plays a very important role in Chinese families, and, to sageextent, it rules the

relationship between parents and their children.

Greatly influenced by Confucius and his disciples, the relationships among family
members are regulated by the hierarchical ordesised ongeneration, age and
gender. Confucianismffers a protocol for proper family life (Berling,1982). Thus, the

hierarchy of generatioragegender determines an individual's statwes)compassing
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their roles privileges, duties and liabilities within the family (Lin, 2016). Family
membersclearlyknow their status in the family by referring to this order: to whom
does one oweaespect and obediencen Chinese culture, one's position in the family
is much more important than personal characteristics: people of the elder generation
are superior to those fothe youngr generationfor no reason (Chen, 2005). Assitso
often apparent filial piety requires children to be pleasant, supportive and
subordinate to their parents. Because the relationship between father and child is
incredibly important, childrerare supposed to obey and take care of their parents
(Deutsch, 2006). During marriage, the couple has to give birth to a baby as soon as
possible since carrying on the family line is regarded as a form of filial, piety
Mencius arguegd'failure to produce an heir is the worst of the three diial acts

(Luo, 2009, p.50).

A Classic Traditional Chinese Family

Hierarchy is very strict in a traditional Chinese family (Cao, 2010). Generally speaking,
the grandfather, normally the eldest male the family, is the most important and
authoritative. He is in charge of the whole family, and anything in dispute should be
taken to him to find a final solution. As the key figunethe family, whether he is
working or not, his decisions are inviolable. Onlyewhe is too old to deal with
these things will power be handed over to his son. In a typical Chinese family, the
grandmother takes care of everyone's daily life, includimgnaging meals, clothing,

weddings and other familgccasionsetc. She is respore for doing the chores or
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supervisingher daughtersin-law to do their housework. She takes orders from her
husband, and then gives them to all the femaileshe family. The father comes next

in the hierarchy of a Chinese family. Normally, he is thadwnenner and his job is to
make sure that everyone in the family has food to eat and clothes to wear. His
position is second to the grandfather and grandmother, but superior to his wife and
sons.In the past, traditionally, the mother fulfilled the role bbusewife.She did not
have to work like a man, but she had to take cafeall the choresfor the family,
including looking after the grandparents and their own children. Nowadays, many
mothers have their own jo but it seems that all the housework rens their
responsibility, and their role as a housewife has not changed even thouglihthea

job outside the home The children are at the bottom of the family; they are free
from all chores, and their first and only job is to study. They are supptuséubk

after everyone and behave themselves at the same time. In a traditional Chinese
family, the norm of hierarchy gives parents the power to criticise their children
openly and vigorously when there is a conflict, and young children should never

contradict what their parents say (Chen, 2005; Deutsch, 2006; He, 2008; Luo, 2009).

Change from Hierarchy to Equality

Cultures are dynamic systems that do not exist in a vacuum, so they are subject to
change (Samovar et al., 2009he familyis an important unit in a society; the
relationship between parents and children not only determines the harmony of a

family, but dso the nature of the children's future. During different periods of
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history, the parentchild relationship hasad different characteristics and patterns.
Along with the tide of a changing Chinese economy, modernisation, industrialisation,
urbanisation ad the input of Western culture (Peng, 2012through, for example
Western movies, T¥eries and fast food, the Chinese traditional parehild
relationship has found it difficult to adapt to the Chinese social transformation, the
changing family patternand the new educational system. Paregitild relationships
have transformed fronbeingtraditional tobeingmodern.

In the old social pattern, witthe family as thebasic socialinit, the capital goods of a
family were under the control of the parent3he system at that time banned
children from having private property, and stated that the distribution of the
property should be decided by the parents (Wang, 2013); therefore, the relationship
between parent and children wasuch that the latter were suborthate to the
former. However, after theeform and openingup and the changes in the Chinese
economic system, individuals became more financially independent, which weakened
the power and authority of parents at home ardd to greater equality in the
parentchild relationship(Li, 2013). Most importantly, the paresitconceptions of
educating thé children have changed. Children are no longer regarded as parents'
private property and parents have no right to control them completely or interfere in

their children's careers and destiny

2. The Changing Role of Chinese Women

Female subjective consciousness refers to women's-uselérstanding of their
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independent subject status and value in social and family life. It is the consciousness
of women as subject to their position, role and value in the objective world (@rtne
1974). Specifically, women can consciously realise and fulfil their own social mission
and family responsibilities, while knowing their own emotional characteristics, and, in
the meantime, they can also participate in social life in a unique way, aiffyrand
realising their own needs and values.

The reason why postmodern feminism emphasises the subjectivity of women is that,
in the traditional social life and family life, Chinese women are not economically
independent; that is, they have no politicagints, are dominated and controlled by
men in the family, and their legitimate rights cannot be protected (Leung, 2003; Liu,
2011). These women have a psychological dependenrtythe more powerful
members of the family and socieand blindly obey authory due to their low status;
moreover, they also lack subjective consciousness.

Thekey issuasto seekthe development of women so as to change their position as
subordinates and objects for thousands of years and, hence, to awaken the
seltsubjective consiousness of women and establish their subjective status as
human beings (McGinn and Oh, 2017). In traditional Chinese society, the dominant
position of women is distorted biyraditional patriarchal culturglLuo, 1995). As the
subject of experience and thériving discourseof authority, menhave ignored the
existence of women for thousands yeailhe absence of women's experiences in
recorded history means that men are the natural rulers of society, controlling what is
deemed worthy of chronicling as histo
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Men have full autonomy and control, both in society and at home. They can fully
display and develop their skills and attributes and command trust and respadhe
other hand, women have always been apathetic, neglected and despised dieirto

low status, which has made them obedient and dependent upon other, hindering the
development of a subjective consciousness, and leading to a lack -essstin and
recognition of their individual need¢Tian,2011).

In addition, the subjectivity ohuman beingss constructed by mainstream culture
and composed of mainstream social discou(gadgeway, 2009). However, male
hegemonic discourse currently still occupies the mainstream discourse in Chinese
society [iu, 201). Therefore, women must consict their own subjectivity and
achieve seftlevelopment by standingip for female values, based on their own
experience and on the basis of respect for everyone (includioth men and

women).

The Development of Chinese Women's Social Status

Women have faed significant barrierdo achievingsocial value because of the
general favouritism that Chinese culture displays towards boys (Cheung, 1996; Croll,
2000). Hence, many families stress the importance of the bbg. patrilineal family

will continue with brth of boys, not girlsAs far as girls are concerned, when they
marry a man and have a baby, that baby will take the fathsurname. Hence, girls

do not get the same treatment as boys, which is perhaps why there are more male

than female students in the higherlevel education systemGirls may not be
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encouraged to achieve as much as boykis issue is particularly profound given
Chinas onechild policy, which applies to the vast majority of Chinese families.

The preference o€Chinese parents for sonsreplicatedin countriesthroughout East
Asiaand South Asiaand acrosso the Middle East and North Africa (Chi, 1989; Croll,
2000). Sons are preferred because they have higher weageing ability, continue

the family line andisually take responsibility fahe care of parents in illness and old
age (Hillier, 1988; Deutsch, 2006). There are also specific local reasons ftyethgir
preferred; for examplejn Indig this relates tothe expense of the dowry; and in
South Koreaand China,it relates to their deeprooted Confucian values and
patriarchal family systems (Croll, 2000).

A preference for sons has led to postnatal discrimination against girls, which has
resulted in practices ranging from infanticide to neglect of tiemre and nutrition,
often ending in premature mortality. But, in the 1980s, ultrasound technology started
to become available for diagnostic purposes in many Asian countries and the
opportunity to use the new technology for gender selection was soonoéegl. In
countries where there is a combination af preference forsors, a nuclear family
culture and easy access to sslective technologies, very serious and

unprecedented sexatio imbalances have emerged (Chan et al., 2006).
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Loss and Awakening of Chinese Female Subjective

Consciousness

In China, women are bound by traditional culture amwd particularlyrelegatedby
traditional consciousness. They lack an independent personality, subject identity and
subject valuesilently accepting the feudal &ghtenment of'three from four virtue§

they regard themselveas passive family accessdi, 2009). In Chinese patriarchal
society for more than two thousand years women could not enjoy the universal
rights of women as human beingmly being able tassume unilateral obligations by
honouring their parentsn-law, serving their husbands, raising their children and
doing housework (W, 2010). Chinese feudal culture, which lasted for more than two
thousand years, has always had a strong patriarthabur.

Under the influence of Western feminisra, certain amount ofadvanced Chinese
female subjective consciousness began to sprout@amndken by the end of the 19th
century and the beginning of the 20th century (Leung, 2003). Leung (2003) adds that
Chinese women have started to realise that they are not material accessories, but
subjects with independenpersonalities and they have alsbegun to realise that the
relationship between the family and society is changeable. They began to pursue
their own independent spirit and personality. They began to ask for the right to
education, the right to freedom of marriage, the rightttte economc independence

of women and the right of women to political participation, indicating that worsen

awareness of rights has been constantly deepening.
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Gender Roles

In Chinese tradition, men and women do separate things proper to their gender:
'Man tills, wanan weave's The woman's sphere is 'inside' and the man's outsya

each is seen as critical to the maintenance of the household economy (Cheung,
1996). In a Chinese family, theanis defined ashe 'breadwinnet and thewomenas

'housekeepet

It is believed that, given the last decades of social and economic development, the
increasein women's entry into the labour force has causedshift in the role of
women from the private to the public spherklowever,changes in the role ahen

have not generally kept up with womes role shift (Lu and Zheng, 1995). As such,
under the predominantlypatriarchal definition of gender roles, which has lasted for
several centuries, men tend to hold less egalitarian attitudes than women do. On the
other hand, from the perspective of personal interest, women tend to support
egalitarian gender roles (Lu and Zheng, 1995).

Recent research shows that women and men who have senior high and college
education are more likely thaoounterparts educated to &w levelto be liberal in

their attitudes toward the general conceptualisation of gender division in society and
between families (Zhang, 2008). In addition, their urban experience is also an
important factor influencing their attitudes toward womenfamily roles. Men whose
fathers have professional jobs are more likely than their counterparts to be liberal in

terms ofgender role attitudes (Guo, 2013).
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In addition, the modern scientific and technological revolution has not only broken
down traditional gender rolesbut also changed the definitions of masculinity and
femininity (Leung, 2003; Liu, 2011). With the increasing popularity of science and
democratic awareness amongst people, women have acquired the desire to obtain
knowledge, and gdually won the righto be educated by struggling and breaking
through the outworn idea that a woman with virtue is one without abilities. They
have begun to leave their family and go into society to pursue their careers, which
has changed the situatiofor men, who have had to undertake somewbrk in the
domestic sphereFinally, they have gradually gained equal rigbtsnen in politics

and the economy. Thereforethe traditional imbalance of the genderksting
thousands of years being eroded

The traditional gender relationship has also been shaken radically for, in the new
social structure, the contrast between the roles of gender has undergodixmatic
transformation The modern scientific ande¢hnological revolution has broken the
limitations of ‘dependent harmonyand brought gender relationshgpinto a new
stage ofindependent harmony As times have changed, the fierce modern scientific
and technological revolution has caused an amazingsfiamation in themethods

of production, of life, of communication and of the way of thinkamgongmen and
women. Human society is bound to get past thecessity and reach freedom, where it

will inevitably achievéreedom harmonybetween genders.

48



3. Traditional Chinese Ethics in Women and Education

Considering the status of women in ancient Chinese society, women today have
come a long wayHagedorn and Zhang, 2010). In ancient Chinese culture, the role of
the women was largely restricted to their homes.lot of researctfocused onthe

role of family background and culture influences on educal@thievement, with
researchers believing that thiactor of family background is an important factor in
determiningindividual levels of attainmen(Coleman etl., 1966; Zhai and Hu, 2015).
Family structure, family decisiemaking and family relationships are important
factors influencing women's educational outcon{&ichmann and Hannum, 2001).
Family is a crucial environment where the development and soafiis of
adolescent persons can be influenced to a great extent. The Chinese hold strong
ideas of rank while their family structures are complessulting in Chinese girls
having very story family value#&s a result, very few girlwere ableescape the
pressure of the traditional famitgriented influence of Chinese culture. Thesre
perceivedas a liability until they reached the age of marriage when they were given
away to another family. Going back to the 19208d, 1995, girls were shut up at
home when they reached puberty with no further access to the outside world, and
no voice of their own. In addition, they were forbidden to speak even to their
husband, except behind a closed bedroom door at night.

Chinese women have experienced severe gendscranination over five thousand
years of civilisation (Lei et al., 1993), thanks to Confucian ideology that breeds

prejudiced attitudes towards women anthvours men. In spite of a century of
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revolution, traditional attitudes towards daughtergersist and a womaa role has
continued to be defined in terms of her being a wife and a mother (Lei, Chen and
Xiong, 1993; Fan, 1998; Liu and Carpenter, 200%yitionally, the birth of a girl was
(and may still be) noa happy event because a daught&n contribute little to her
family in terms of material resources or care for her parents in their old age. Thus,
parents tried to ensure that their daughters married well. Education for a daughter
was deemed irrelevant and even dangerous in that it dgebpardise her chances of

a good marriage.

This tradition remains strong and the Chinese language continues to structure and
reflect the way in which the Chinese see and express gender in phrases so@nas
respected, women despised ( M), 'when hudand calls, wife follows (

Y al NNAIF3IS 4l a O2yaARSNBR GKS aiay3tsS yvyzal
because it was her career or livelihood. Once married, a woman traditionally
0S02YSa GKS LINRBPLISNI& 2F KSN) KdzadoffhgureQa FIl YA &
and community.A daughter is usually defined as a commodity on which money is
spent ( ), and'a daughter married is like spilled water & ~ H ¥

).
A cultural explanation offers insight into the gender disparity in education
enrolment Womeris social value was always considered in terms of how well they
serve men. According to Confucian doctrin@pmen and treacherous people are
difficulttoraise (. & . 1 3),'a girl without intelligence and talent is one of
virtue ( B )'(Mao, 1984). In Confuciugnind, women and villains are
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identical but, because of the status of women in traditional Chinese culture, a woman
has no higher position thana villain (Chen, 2005). Therefore, educatbn
opportunities enjoyed by Chinese women are fpaorerthan thoseavailable tomen,

as they were considered unworthy of a privilege like education

In traditional Chinese families, only girls borntoinwealthy families had the
opportunity to attend school. Even so, they only received moral educatiat t
preached the virtue of women being obedient wives and nurturing mothers (Liu and
Carpenter, 2005). When the resources were inadequate to support each child, sons
were always preferentially chosen to go to school (Hagedorn and Zhang, 2010). A
survey coducted in Hangzhou Universityiff, 2018)asked male and female students
about their attitudes towards a duaareer family.

Of the male students, 28% agreed with the following statement compared with 68%
of the female students:No matter howsuccessful a womeés career is, she must be a
good wife and a wise mother at the same time.y NB &Ly asS (2 (GKS
KFELILJXE FFrYAte fAFS A& Y2ad AYLRNIlIyYyG G2
(91%) and female (89%) students agreed. In &dit91% of the women hoped their
husbands careers would be more successful than their own. In the same survey,
conducted in Beijing, 76.5% of female students recognised a contradiction between
being successful in their profession and being able to haapay family life.

This approach supports the findings of Parmar (1988), who reported on a young Asian

woman who, on approaching a teacher for adviwastold:
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What's the point of giving you any advice? Stop dreaming and be realisticeYou
probably gang to be married off anyway, so dormvaste time educating yourself.
(Parmar, 198%.109)

The development of women is seriously restricted by the backwhinking of their
parents. In rural areas, especially in some poor areas, parents geneaaiyiow
education levelsThey persist in old concepts and timeworn ideas. Some parents
think that their daughter will get married sooner or later, and their daughter
usually doesh have financial relationships with the mother's family anymore after
they get married. Therefore, these parents are unwilling to spend too much money
on training or educatingtheir daughters. Studies have shown that, regarding the
reasons why parents dooh attach importance to the education of their daughters,
out of a choice of answer$5.9% of the population chos&his is what the tradition
should bé 24.2% of people choos®aughters will get married sooner or latéLi,
2006). These old ideas smusly restrict the possibility of women receiviran
education.

In addition, the opportunity for some females to receive education is seriously
constrained by traditional ideas. Those ideas clearly reflect traditisteakotypes
such as the 'female's mosmportant job is to assistthe husband and bring up
childrent and ideas which clearly reflect the traditional gender divisiorttod labour
system, such asnen are careepriented, women are famibkpriented! Even some
marriage concepts, such ass better to marryarichman than to do a good jopas

well as thegender stereotypes of feminine weakness and obedience and being 'an

understanding wife and mothedll leave deep traces in the hearts of many females,
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and also have a subtle impact on theWith acquiescenc® this gender stereotype,
women consciously use traditional gender roles to restrain themselves, so that they
are boundto varying degrees in mamgspects particularly in terms otheir learning,
career and even marriage. Meanwhile, the opportunity for some women to receive
an education is also seriously constrained by these kinds of traditional roles of the
female. Womernin a higher education tend to be @n age suitable for marage and
giving birth to a child. They have to makeclice between 'getting married and
'starting a businessUnder the influence of traditional ideas and customs, the roles
of femalesin the domestic sphere of the familgre always more important thatmeir

roles inthe public sphere of work and careenregardless of their educatiahlevel.

Even if most women go to university and receive a higher education, they have to be
housewives after they get married and have children, and thiglynot be succssful

in their careers in the future. This concept of overly strengthening women's sense of
family responsibility weakens thentrepreneurial potentialof females. As a result,
women have to succumb to traditional pressure, give up opportunitigh@pursuit

of a career and further stdy to return to the family wherfaced with a choice
between family and careefYe, 2007) Therefore,this has repercussions on the
education of girlslt is a fact that women who hawehigher degree of education tend

to find it more difficult to get married. There is also some cultural bias, such as
treating awoman witha PhDas a'third sex. All these phenomenhavealso forced a

lot of women to give u@ny chance ofurther education.
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A traditional Chinese woman believes that men and women are unequal in nature.
Because, in China, men do their own work, they have lots of time to make it perfect.
But for a woman, it is for example, her obligatimtake care of her child, dthe
housewok and work. Hence, each night she is obliged stay up very late. Women
always talk about having to make difficult choices between opting to spend more
time on their job or choosing instead to spend time with their children. Furthermore,
the financial circurstancesof the family has a direct impact on women's access to
education. With the deepening of China's reform and opening up, the division
between rich and poor is becoming more and more serious, the income gap between
urban and rural residents is widemgnand the inequality of education in China is also
growing or expandingSudents from more privileged homegan receive better
preschooleducation receive more oubf-school tutoring, go tdaristocrati¢ schools

and even choose to go abroad for furthstudy. Femalestudents whose familg
financial circumstanceare good or whosdinancialburden is not heavy may also
receive higher education. But students with poor family conditions are not likely to
receiveanyout-of-school tutoring. When the econamlevel of the family iselatively

low, parents have to use their children as assissantsustain their livelihoodsto
further their means of living afar aspossible. Girls are more likely than boys to be
deprived of their right to education when dir parents are unable to pay high tuition
fees. In order to guarantee the educatmiropportunitiesof the boys, some parents
even choose to sacrifictheir daughters'access to education. In sudases girls
often have to give up their opportunitio receive aneducation. The economic level
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of the family has a direct impact on women's access to education. Children horn in

a family with a higher economic level have more access to school than children born
into a family with a lower income level (YuarQ(Z). Whether women can access
high school education directly determines their access to higher education.

In addition,although the opportunities for women to enrol in higher education are
increasing, most of these opportunities are taken up by urbanalenstudents.
Differencesin higher education admission opportunities still exist and are significant
(Xie et al., 2008). Both in terms of overall distribution and professional distribution,
the opportunities for rural women to enrol are much lower tharose for urban
women. The proportion ofemale university students from rural areas is lower than
that of malestudents from rural areas (Wang, 1998). As we can see from the analysis,
the economic level of the family, especially the economic level ofubed family, has

a direct impact on women's access to higher education.

In China, education at or above the senior high school level is not compulsory.
However, family investment in educatioris increasing with the reform of the
educational system and th@arketisation of education. In addition, since children at
this stage are capable of working, if the children go to school, parents have to invest
in tuition fees, as well as time resources tlwaiuld otherwisegenerate income for
their families. This hased to a significant increase in the material capital and
opportunity cost for families financing higher education for their daughtérs,
2008). In this case, parents will consider the return on their investment in the
education of their children. If a¢ldren do not go to school, they can help parents do
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the housework or go out to work, which can hdighten the family's economic
burden And, if the children go to school, not only can theyt help the family to

earn money, but there is even a need tpesd more money. This makes parents
think that it is actually a waste of money to latdaughter go to school because, if
shedoespoorlyin school and it is impossibler her to go to university, they might

think it is better for their daughter to go ouand make money early, which may make

it more likelythat the daughter drog out of school.Thishinders women's access to
highereducation to some extent. Admission policies provide another reasowlfigr
female enrolment has beenevelling off for the pat 20 years (Fan, 1998). In recent
years, female applicants to institutes of higher learning have also experienced
institutional discrimination. There are reports that women are less likely to be
admitted, even if they are as qualified as men. Women whe aimitted need
higher scores than the men. In one investigation, the Henan, Hubei and Hunan
provinces all reported a policy of adding two to four extra marks to the scores of
female candidates in the National Higher Education Entry Examinations as afform
positive discrimination (Wu and Zhong, 2014). In 2012, eight universities in southeast
Chinas Jiangsu Province administered more stringent admission requirements for
female applicants and adjusted their admission ratios between male and female
applicarts for certain courses (Zhao et al., 2013). The finding was that this
requirement deprives women of access ddair education and violates many laws,
including the Education Law tiet S2 LJX SQ& wSLJzoft A0 2F [/ KAyl |y
Peoplés Republic of Cha on the Protection of Rights and Interests of Women. In
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addition, even when admitted to higher education institutions, women still face
obstacles. Gender discrimination exists within the institutions. Female students are
often directedinto traditional emale studies and professions and often receive less
attention from teachers than male students do. In a survey conducted by the
National Womefs Association in five engineering universities in BeijMg et al.,
2016), 36.9% of the answers from 622 feenatudents point to the fact that

professors pay more attention in the classroom to male student

In both rural and urban cases, the belief that girls were intellectually, physically
and emotionally inferior to boysan old belief newly clothed irscientific
garbr helps to legitimise the limiting of educational and career opportunities for
girls (Honig and Hershatter, 1988, p.387)

Historically and sociologically, Chinese society is-orented and marcentred.
Women are regarded asferior in socety and have been discriminatejainstsuch

a long time with their subordinated position in both social and family life reflecting a
society dominated by men. It is this kind of phenomenon that has been unavoidably

embodied in education.

Social Reformshat haveReduced Inequality

As a result of these lonlgeld beliefs in China, women have historically been
disadvantaged irterms of educatioral opportunities compared with men (Cheung,
1996; Veeck, et al., 2003). Gender inequality in Chinese society ph&ces a much
better position to attain greater power and resources than women. Since New China

was founded in 1949, especially since the adoption of the reform and opeing
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policy in the 1970s, and along withe development of China economy, it has
enabled women to gain better access to social resources (Bauer et al., 1992; Croll,
1995). Although boys were valuediore highlythan girls in traditional Chinese
culture, due to the onechild policy many parents eventually started to have a girl as
their single child. This indicates that cultural norms can be changed, or at least
weakened to some extent, by policy interventghi and Cooney, 1993).

In addition, the 1992 Law on the Protection of WorteRightsand Interestswas
established to protet womeris legal rights in culture, education atite family Liu

and Bao, 200P It embodiedthe pursuit of equality between men and womday
writing it into the Constitution. Furthermore, according to Chinese Education Law
Article 9, all citizens, regaebks of ethnic group, race, sex, occupation, property
status or religious belief, shall enjoy equal opportunities for social resources (Xinhua
News Agency, 1999). Ti@hinesegovernment is also seeking effective measures to
protect and promote equality ireducation. The Tenth Five Year Pfan National
Education, issued by the Chinese government in 2001, clstidgseshe principles

of equality and justice and paid specific attention to the education of vulnerable
groups (Feng, 2008). The success ofanrleconomic development depends on
education and the talents it produces.

The slogan from the Chinese Education Bureau states that, to promote
competitiveness, the key factor is to improviee quality and competitivenessf
education(Zong and Ding, 2013Dfficial statistics state that 95% of urban parents
hope their children will attend university (China Daily, 1999). As in most parenting
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situations, they believe that a higher education for their child is an effective way to
promote social and economiaiscess for their families. One report found that an
average of 201 p2 2 F dzNB Yy LI NByGaQ f SA xkdad (A YS
with their studies (Wang and Gao, 2000).

According to the fifth national censtign 2000, the average number of yeahat

Chinese women received education was seven, which is one and a half years more
thanin 1990, while the gap between the genders narrowed to half a year during that
decade. It is thus evident that women have more opportunities to enjoy the rights

andopportunities to receive education.

Chinese Education System

Education in China is a staten system of public education managed by the Ministry

of Education. All citizens must attend school for at least nine years. The government
provides primary education for six years, with children starting at age six or seven
years, followed by six years of secondary education for agelB&ars. There are
three years of middle school and three years of high school.

Chinese citizens must attend school for at least nine years. According to data from
China's Ministry of Edudaih in 2007, China has a 99% attendance rate for primary

school (vww.unicef.org 2019). Under China's'Law on Ninerear Compulsory

Education, primary school is tuitioffree.
However, students must pay a small tuititee after the compulsory nine years of

education during middle and high school. In 1985, the government abolished

WSLI2NI 2F ISYRSNI Sljdzr t AGeé YR 62YSyQa RS@GSt2LIYSyld Ay [/
59


http://www.unicef.org/

tax-funded higher education, requiring university applicants to compete for
scholarships based on academic ability. In the early 1980s,ahergment allowed

the establishment of the first private school.

China has experienced a major expansion in education, increasing the number of
undergraduates and people who hold doctoral degrdiwe-fold in 10 years. The
number of HE institutions in Clarhas more than doubled in the past decade, from
1,022 to 2,263 in 2010. By 2011, the number of students in China enrolled in degree

courses had risen from 1 million in 1997 to 5 milljaavw.unicef.orqg 2019; Tk New

York Times, 2010; The Economist, 2011).

In China, education is always an important part of people's life. When they are
three years old, children are sent to the kindergarten. From then on, their
learning careerbegins They are taught to obey what teaclsesay to them.
Breaking the school rules is forbidden. No matter who they are, once they sit in
the classroom, they must listen to the teactewords carefully, write down the
important points and review them after class; otherwise they may fail in the
exam.
Chinese education has an obvious feature that, in order to pass all kinds of
exams, students need to remember a lot of words, sentences or articles. That is
why a lot of people consider Chinese education as egdented education.
People test a studd's ability by grade and many companies show their
preference to graduates withdvanceddiplomas in employment. However, are
the high grade andhdvanceddiploma really equal to high ability or profound
knowledge? It is universally acknowledged that, tpddne only way to selec
talented person in China academic qualifications

--------- Wenjun's diary

Educational Opportunities for Chinese Women Students

Owing to the onechild policy, families place higher expectations on their children.
Parents want to support children by giving them access to a better education (Beijing

Review, 1999; Veeck et al., 2003). Wsellucated people have more consumption
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capaciy and higher livingstandards This incentive encourages more children to
pursue higher education. Although the purpose of the @hdd policy was not to
AYLINR OGS 62YSyQa aidliddzaz AG R2Sa ONBIGS
receive higheeducation (Fong, 2002; Veeck et al., 2003). It forces families to change
their traditional concepts about sons being the only hope for the entire family.

Many couples in urban aredmve toaccept the idea that their daughters offer the
only hope ofsupporting the family. Parents depend on their daughters to support
them in the future. According to those parents, daughters represent their hopes, so
their daughter$ happiness and future become the most important purpose for the
family. In order to helptheir daughtersto pursue happiness and a bright future,
parents do not insist on instilling traditional concepts in them.

Parents would rather inspire their daughters to honour the family by becoming
successful in education. Therefore, daughters in orlzaeas are encouraged to
pursue higher education, which offers them a path leading to a successful career.
According tothe China Statistical Yearboo{016), the proportion of women
receiving undergraduate education increased from 0.88% in 2000 to Sr7v@#l5,

with an almost sixfold increase. From the point of view of academic qualifications
(Table 1), in 2016, there was no significant difference in the proportion of women
and men receiving college, undergraduate and postgraduate higher educatiom. Wit
the development of social economy and the popularisation of the thoughthef

concept equality between men and women, the education level of women is

61

v



obviously improved, and, in turn, has also enhanced the overall status of women

receiving education.

Table 1. Basic Statistics on Students by Level and Type of Education (2016)
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Source: China Statistical Yearbook, 2017.

The Development of Equality in Education

Since the implementation of the reform and the openimg of Chinaalongside the
one-child policy, women's social status has improved on le{€isrentine, 1993).
Women's education levelhave significantly increasedl.survey on the social status

of women in Shanghai from 2000 to 20INational Bureau of Statistics, 201
showed that 62% of Shanghai women aged648years had received high school or
higher education in 2010, an increase from 25.8% in 1990 and 44.5% in 2000. Those
who received junior college or higher educatialsoincreased to 32% in 2010, from
3.3% in1990 and 12.4% in 2000.

More significantly, women under the age of 30 had received around 13.8 years of
education, which is 0.18 years more than men, while 44.6% held a bachelor's degree

or above, which is 6.6% higher than men. However, although thesl@fedducation
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have increased dramatically, women's participation in social decrmsi@king and
management was still low. The numbers of women employed in state bodies,
political parties and mass organisations, enterprises and public institutions remained
less than halthat of men.

The data also showed that more than 53% of married women had carried out a big
part or nearly albf the householdchores of cooking, washing dishes, doing laundry,
cleaning, and taking care of the children. In the survey,%%t1 the participants said
they believed that men are superior or more favoured in occupational status, while
50.4% of the married participants said that husbands made the larger economic
contribution to the family.At the same time, gender discriminatiatill existed to
some extent wherein the survey showed about 3.3% women had encountéhed
situation of being refusegbb interviews or for promotion because of their gender.
Meanwhile, 4.1% had encountered unequal pay for equal wankpared tomen,

while 1.8% had suffered the loss of their jobs because of marriage, pregnancy or
childbirth.

Another study released by the Ministry of Education in 2013 (China Statistics
Yearbook, 2013) showed that the percentage of women students enrolled in Chinese
univergties has being increasing over the last 10 years. In 2012, the number of
female students enrolled in universities exceeded male students by 647da00,
male studentsaccountingfor 48.65% and female students for 51.35%. In addition,
the statistics alsandicated that the number of female postgraduate students in 2010
in China exceeded male postgraduate students by almost 10,80, female
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graduatesaccountingfor 50.36% of the total number. In 2012, the number of female
postgraduates exceeded male pgstduates by more than 40,000.

According to Liu Hai Feng (1999), the increased number of female university students
is closely related to Chitscurrent'gaokao system. The three required subjects in
the 'gaokao are Chinese, Mathematics and English. Chinese and Ebglatg to the
humanities which are stereotypically favoured by women students.

Women who were born after the implementation of the reform and openrimgy
policy and the onehild policy have a stnger desire to be educated as a result of
increasingly fierce competition for jolfpuan, 2003; Veeck et al., 2003hey believe
that education is critical to their life and key to their future success (Hesketh et al.,
2005). Thigsin stark contrast vih those born in earlier daysho arestill subjected

to the strong influence of traditional culture (Hagedorn and Zhong, 2010).

However, it should be noted that although, on the surface, wolmetatus in China
has been improving constantly, especialiyHE, in fact, the social situation that men
are in a dominant and women in agubordinate positionhas not changed
fundamentally and men still remain in @ominant and women in a dominated
position respectively.

At present, a large number of female unigigy students in China are around 20 years
old, and, thus, young and active. In comparison with traditional Chinese women, they
have more distinct personality characteristics owing to the influence ofetiagMa,
2012). For example, they have a strongailependent consciousness, creative and
practical ability, while their personalised development is fast. Hence, they have
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independent thoughts, pursue personal growth, the liberation of individuality,
spiritual independence and perfection, strengtheningeithselfconcept under the
impact of modern thought trends; moreover, they are opainded and avangarde,
while their values and outlook on life teadowards diversification (Wu, 2010). In
addition, modern women have an active mind, distinct persoritand a rich
imaginationetc. (Huang et al., 2014). Therefore, they are more receptive to new
things.

In order to ascertain the publ& opinionsof young Chinese women and explore the
issue of whether theyive in an environment in whicpublic opiniontowards them is
good, | inputted the key words'Young Chinese womeimto a Baid# searchafter
selecting the news column, to collect information, including reports from the national
newspapers and local newspapers, and messages onlihes search collected
information reflecting the actual condition, as reported by rspapers and the main
networks, of young Chinese women.

There were 674 articles aboytoung Chinese women in 2003. Furthermore, the
number of such reports increased to 34,100 in 2018, which is more than fifty times.
These figures indicate that the media has attached great impagato this group
and it has become one of its focuseAccording to the contents of these reports,
young women were described agctims and labelled with negative, positive and
neutral signs. A large number of reports focused on the following itemsjdimg)

'‘body, 'work’, 'emotions and'daily lifé.

2Baidu is the largest Chinese language search engine.
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Here, positive images refer to those elements that are positive in having a good social
effect. You can find them in these reports, in examples suchAasoor woman
studentwho born in late 1980&elps he old by picking upunk showinglove and
respect, 'Women graduates work as officials to promote the constructioa néw
village, etc. Negative images refer to behaviour, including deprivation,
seltindulgence, and crime, etc. For example,Special 4,000 Yuan, Readme:
Selfindulgence in the bar'Cohabitation, drug trafficking ia vehicle'

Victims are referred to as being chedtensulted and hurt. For exampléa young

lady was killed by her former boyfriend since the guy refused to separate; she was
raped while in a drunken state atnetizerQ & 6 A NI KNeutral imagedNdav do
positive meanings; for example,famale university studentcame thirdin the Miss
International Contest.

Searching undeftYoung Chinese womeéthrows upa number of new problems that
require us to think very carefully.

Firstly, according to the search results, | found that young @mnvere desched as
victims in most reports; their physiological and psychologicaleaknesses were
represented. Since 2008, the situation has changed. There have been more positive
reportsin online media, which have changed the negative stereotypes about women.
But the existing positive reports were not comprehensive, only focusing on their
work. There were few reports on learning and research, social justice, mental health

and family status, which shows that the existing reports on young women have
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limitations. The omions expressed are narrow and targeted tisey failto represent
objective and true images of young Chinese women to some extent.

Secondly, most of the reports focused e followingitems includingbody, 'work’,
‘emotion’ and 'daily lifé. Among them, reports abouitem, body, occupied the
largest proportion. Work was the second focus, but these reports ignored the items
‘equality and'development. Finally, in the patriarchal culture, women are classified
asa 'dependent classunder a nale-dominated vision, whiclis deeply rooted in the
mind of the public. Media reports about young women reflect and strengthen gender
prejudice, influencing their readers. Once the public recognises the stereotype, they
then express similar opinions. Graly, gender prejudice is strengthened
repeatedly, thus forming vicious cycle.

The results were the topics selected, such as body, emotion and daily life, thus,
avoidingtopics related to women's contributions in the social and political realms
which are regarded more highly by society than one's physical looks, emotional
well-being and domestic life which constitute stereotypical definitions of women
This means that current society has ignotteé option to highlightwomen's social
characterisics and their weaknesses in social status and ability. Imagg®wfg
Chinese women shaped by mass media echo the stereotypésabordinate classn
reality. Due to the real environment and media construction, the subordinate role of
women is widely ecepted, whichperpetuates gender inequalityn a patriarchal

society.
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In order to change the present situation, women ne#tk right to speak out.
Postmodern feminisnasserts thatdiscourse is powérstressing the importance of
women's discourse. In traditional Chinese culture, society is constructed by male
discourse, while women are always without a vocabulary. Hence, in order to
emancipate themselves from traditional mad®minated society, women nst

acquire and producéheir own discourse.

Review of Chinese Higher Education

In December 1977, the Chinese governmesformed the examination for higher
education, which marked the Chinese education sy&eraformation from the
‘Great Cultural Revolun' and ended'the recommended systems for entrance of
higher educatioh(Mullins, 2005). As a consequence, all students were encouraged to
follow this policy and they began to understand that their fortune was no longer left
to the tender mercy of officia at various levels, but depended on tbee's efforts

and performance in examinationand students began to makegreater effort in an
all-time concentrationon learning. We should be aware thahis was a great
achievement in the development of ChimeblE and it was a positive movement to
expedite science and technology in China. Taisor wasalso fundamental for the

current Chinese higher education.
HigherEducationin China

Education in China is a staten system of public educatiorontrolledand managed
by the Ministry of Education. Higher education in China has played a significant part
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in economic growth, scientific progress and social development in the country by
groomingtalents and experts for the construction of socialist modernisatiGhina

has a degree system, includiBachelor's, Master's and Doctordégrees that are
also open to foreign students.

The higher education segment of the Chinese education system carriesaspeets

of both the US and the UK system with a strong@miarity to the US system.
Twoand threeyear colleges, which are also referréd as shortcycle colleges,
typically awarding associate degrees, exist next to typical-year colleges and
universities which offer academic as well as vocational courselnigdo Bachelor's
degrees or higher. Master's degree and Blae offered by universities and research
institutions (MoE, 2005). It isvorth nothing that China opts for both three and
four-year programmes, of which the latter is only offered at fgear colleges and
universities, while théormer can often be studied at any kind of higher education
institution. In contrast to fowyear programmes, t threeyear programmes usually

do not lead to a bachelor's degree. However, if a student chooses to enrol for an
additional twoyear period as part of the thregear programme, this student could

receive a bachelor's degree (Education China, 2007).
Womenin Higher Education in China

In China, women enjoy the same rights and opportunities as men to reegive
education. Such rights and opportunities are clearly defined in Ghieducation Law,
Compulsory Education Law and Vocational Education Law (T045).2The state

takes concrete measuseand actions to ensure that girls recet/ea nine-year
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compulsory education and that women have more opportunities to receive
secondary and higher education. As a result, the proportion of women in all types of
schoos at all levels has increased considerably. In 2004, the number of girl students
in universities of higher learning nationwides reached 6,090,000, accounting for
45.7% of all students in such universities. The proportion of women postgraduate and
doctoral students was 44.2% and 31.4%, respectively (China Statistical Yearbook,
2005). In recent years, the Chinese government has introduced the nastudgnt

loan system and national scholarships for studentsuatversities (Xue, 2015),
providing loans wh discounted interestrates and scholarshig to poor students
(including girls) to help them complete their studies. Meanwhile, the government
encourages enterprises, private institutions and individuals to donate to education
and to help women students ith financial difficulties to receivan education (Yan,
2006).

Higher education is the most important stage of education and, therefore, often the
yardstickz2 ¥ | O2 dzy i NE Qlie folo@ihgRséctioh will thk& iBiéfdl at
higher education irChina

As we have seen, higher education used to'ddge educationy with only very few
students lucky enough to enter the system. However, in 1999, China began to
dramatically expand its higher education system (China Statistical Yearbook, 1999).
The cecision to expand further was most likely a response to pressure from the
people due to the increase in students graduating from secondary schools. Since
then, more and more Chinese students have achieved access to higher education. In
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addition, postgradute education is the fastest growing sector. This enrolment
growth indicates that China has entered the stage of popular education. The student
population of China's schools of higher learning has been the world's largest since

2003 (Wang, 2006).
Some Prokems in China's Higher Education

The university entrance examinati (the gaokao) in Chinakes placen June and,

for those students who have taken the exam, it is the stmdtroying culmination of
months of study. Jung&" and8" are two days thaChinesehigh school students have
lived forthroughouttheir first 18 yearsasthe peak of their learning career. For me,
the gaokao robs Chinesgtudents ofcuriosity, creativity and childhood. As we all
know, currently the only way teelect a talented person in China is the gaokao. That
is to say, we test a personscademic ability only through examinationBherefore,
students workin order to achievehigh points. They do not care about whether they
graspthe learning conceptsr not. Thismears their ability to think through creative
ideas and practicanay not be that good In fact, students' abilities to deal with
problems are weak. Without creativity and innovation, the development of China's
higher educationsystem is nossustairable. It is more important for an educator to
stimulate creativity in the undergraduate than teach content knowledge only.

In addition, unfair policy is a very important issue. We all know that national policy is
quite loose for Beijing, Shanghai, GuargghTianjin and many urban cities. The
chances of examinees in Beijimytering university are much greater thathe

chances for those iany other cities in our country. On this isstilee government
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cannot give lawful and reasonablenswers Why can't weget a fair policy in the
same country? Here is an example of my own experience. | remember when | was a
sophomore, | had a pattme job during the summer holidays. Thhkild | taught was

in junior high school. This year he will participate in the idn Examination. He
wants to go to a senior high school in Tianjin city. The reason is very simmald

mean that he can go to a famous universitpre easily. But a large sum of monsy
neededto place him in the new school.

What's more, due to Ching'special residence registration policy, studemse togo

back to the provinces of their official residence to take the gaokao (Fu, 2013), even if
they have spent their entire lives in a different city. As a result, students have to
familiarise themseles with new materials when they go back, as the test varies from
province to province.

In summary,t would indeed be remarkable if developments in higher education of
this scaleare attained without tremendous challenges. Firstly, the question of
distribution of opportunities between urban and rural areas needs to be addressed.
Secondly, the issue of unemployment of university graduates seems to be both
relevant and pivotal enough to be coneréd. Thirdlythe quality of higher education

must be addressed.

4. Summary of Present Research on Young Chinese

Women

Since the introduction of economic reform and the initiation of the openipgoolicy,
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China has been experiencing unprecedented developnients economy andan
increased influencdrom Western culture, leading to changing social expectations
and risindiving standards (Hung et al., 2005). This transformatiasoffered women,
especially posii980s young Chinese women, the possibility to redefine their position
astoday's women.

The onechild policy was implemented in 1979, resulting in over 90% of urban
children in China being onbhildren (Liu, 2006), though, the practice is still hard to
enforcein rural area. Consequentlyit brought about a fundamental change in family
structure and an increased educational opportunity for urban girselated to the
child's gender. The po80s young urban women with better education and increased
economic independencare more concernedavith their individual desire and more
prone to theinfluences of both Western and traditional Chinese culture.

In Western countries, women have more opportunities to pursue HE, which directly
improves their social position (Leathwood, 2006). Women are trying to change the
way they experience their everyddives so that their existence can realise their
freedom and equality, and, in the meantimso that they carfully serve society
(hooks, 1993).

However, since research on women is developing rapidly in the field of education, it
also exposes many probleam These issues are mainly represented vigmen's
marginalisation in enrolment opportunities, access to resources and professional
advancement and employmenEeminist perspectives of education have focused on
curriculum design and contentVhen the femingt Nel Noddings (1999) analystt
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gender discrimination of women in the process of receiving education from the
perspective of feminism, and she deeply criticises the traditional educadi@uing
that school education should strike a balance between school culturenaomden's
culture, ard that female characteristics need to be-necognised and attentiomust

be paidto them (Xu, 2010).Feminist education theory, which appeared in the
1980ssought to improve studentsgender awareness, especialily terms of the
subject status of women {0, 2008).

Recentlythere have beenmore and more opportunities for women to access higher
education. Carole Leathwood and Barbara Read (2008), who take a feminist
perspective to examine current changes in HE and women's participation in it, argued
that, while an increase in the number of ween showed women have gained equality
in HE, universities are still dominated by men in terms of academiarartagerial
level positions

People in Chindave notgivenenough attentionto the problems and constraints on
women's educatiorover a longperiod oftime. There are few positive achievements
to be noted in the study of Chinese women's higher educafidoreover, the existing
resultshave beenstudied from the inherent traditional male perspective, and their
views are onesided and incompleteSince 1999, with the rapid increasethe pace

of popularisation of higher education and the general improvementhe current
situation in women's education, researchers began to discis issues related to
women's educatiorthrough various discipties andfrom variousangles. In terms of
the study of women's higher education, the pagéninese Women's Higher Education
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from the Perspective of Feminidmg He Xuelian (2004) holds that the problem with
Chinese higher education is that the gender ratfonmmen in higher education in
China is obviously different from the gender ratimthe ovemll population. In Wang
Xianglis article,TheMain Achievements androblems of Women's Higher Education

in China after the Founding of the People's Republic of Ghimeh was published in
2005, found, through a questionnaire survey of colleges and universitiessticzl
classaffectsthe opportunities for women to resive higher educationwhen class has

an impact onthe economic difficulties of the family and the educational level of the
parents, and the family often pays less attention to the education of women. In the
article, A study on Gender Equality in Higligtucation in China from the Perspective
of Feminisn{2008),Du Jing analysed and concluded that the factors thgginge on
women's access to education mainly include politics, economic development level,
cultural conceps and family factors from the perspective of feminism. She believed
that a very differeh educational environment for men and women is created through
the unevendistribution of men and women in the professioa®d the unequal
interaction between teachers and male and female students in the teaching process.
These factors have an impact tdre extent of equality between men and women in

the social spherehus restricting the alfound development of women.

5. The Direction of Women's Sudy in China

The living conditionexperienced byvomen have been significantly improved due to

the improvement of women's educational level. The status and role of women in the
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family and society have changed dramatically. On the one hand, it has attracted the
attention of society on the other hand, it has gradually become the focus of
academic discussionubng this period, the main concerns are as fokow

(1) The status of women in the marriage ahe family. Women's position in family

life has been greatly improved due to the awakening of women'scesiéciousness,

and the gender gap is also narrowirkldgpwever, we also find that the statuswbmen

within family life is not so ideal, since we still live in a social reality under the
influence of the feudal thoughhat ‘'men are superior to womenEmpirical research

by Du Juan (2019) shows that about 20% of Chinese women have experienced
violence from intinate partners, such as husbands and boyfriends, and there has
been no significant change in the past decade. Among them, 9.4% of women have
experienced serious violence, causing serious physical and mental harm. In the
meantime, there isstill an imbalancein the division of labourwith regards to
housework. Liu Aiyu et al(2015) indicate in their articleGender division of
housework in doublpaid families: economic dependence, gender concepts or
emotional expressionshat, except for a very small amouat physical work, most of

the housework is still done by women. Meanwhile, women also have to engage in
social work, even if they make the same efforts as ieay do not receive equal
payment.

(2) The situation and existing problemmswomen'semployment.

Although the employment situatiofor women is improving, some shortcomings still
exist, such as eployment discrimination The population of women is roughly the
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same as that of men, but the proportion of employadmenin an industry is much
lower than that of men. Among the unemployed, the older and less educated women
make up the majority. It is rather difficult for these women to besraployed and the

level ofpositionsthat women can engage in and their remuneration are relatively low.
Aacording to Phase IIResearch Group of Chinese Woman's Social Status Survey
(2011) in the urban and rural loncome group, women accounted for 59.8% and
65.7%of employedpeople respectively, 19.6% and 31.4% higher than men. The
average annual income of working women in urban and rural areas is only 67.3% and
56.0% of that of men. In addition, there are some hot spots for researchars,
example men and women are paid differtp for work of equal value, there is a lack

of labour security for womeandsexual harassment of women in the workplace.

(3) The breakthrougin women's seHworth and seHawareness.

Since womerhave begurnreceivinga higher education, they are furthemproving

their culturalawarenessand subjective consciousness, and also incredsitgrms of
awillingness tadefine themselvesthus, women are changing their view of marriage
and values. They emphasise that their marriage must be basddwventhey have
begun to have their own requirements and pursuih life, hoping to take their
destiny into their own hands. According to the repbst ZongJinsha and Li Xueping
(2010),A Study on the Lesbian Research in China nearly a Délsade&henomenon

of being gay is not new to Chinese society, but the impression of the main body of gay
groups has always been negative.

There are also few studies on thedepth observation and identification of LGBAs.
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study of the living conditions of gay groups Isoarequired, as times have changed.
Under the influence of multiculturalism, research on the life of the gay community,
such astheir emotional life, and their experience of love and marriage help
Chinese society tdevelop initiatives in gender eduttan and improve the status of

the gay community.

6.The Sgnificance of My Research

With an aim to look athe current situation of young women's lives and the problems
of education,this research attemptso break the long tradition of conventions that
has systematically constructed the Chinese hierarchically in-oslgedterms and

the failure of women's tatus to keep pace. Women shoultbnstruct their own
distinctive discourse of powexs well as eradicate traditional thinking modes to wake
up their subjectivity on the basis of their distinctive positions and experiences within
the context of family lifesocial roles, education, etc.

1. To study the main dilemmas of contemporary Chinese women in their personal,
family and social lifeThe traditional malelominated society in China is severely
lacking inwomen's subjectivity and culture. Patriarchal discourses construct women
as subordinate Postmodern feminism implements a new opportunitior
selfreflection anda new understanding othe self for feminist theory. From the
perspective of postmodern femism, women from different classes, nationalities,
ages, occupations, family environments, regional cultures and marginalised people

should enter the new prospect of feminism and thoroughly criticise traditional
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ideology and culture Although there are manystudies on Chinese women, the
studies on the life experiences of young women are Vienjted. With the changing
badground of the times, 'young women' have been recognised as makingnajoa
group in society; therefore, their lifexperiences, the new characteristics of social
roles, whether new problems have arisen, the specific manifestations and causes of
these problems, and how to effectively solve these problems should be studied in
depth. This research focuses on the persofahily, and social life of young women,
and strives to restore their life stories.

2. Taking the gaokao as the starting point, the current situatiorChinesehigher
education is analysed. Since the laggale expansion of colleges and universities in
1999 the number and proportion of femadereceiving higher education has
accounted forhalf the countryin Chinesehigher education. However, the faster the
development ofwomen'shigher education, the more problems are exposed. Among
them, the issue of geder equality and differences mwomen'shigher educatiorare
particularly prominent. There are not mamgsearch studieon Chinese women's
higher education, and the existing results ameguably all researched from the
overwhelmingdy traditional male perpective, and their views are orgded and
incomplete. This study focuss on women's higher education in China from the
perspective of postmodern feminism, and aims to analyse the problems existing in
higher education and its influencing factors.

3. At present, although LGBT is still a sensitive and marginal topic in China, this
phenomenon has attracted increasing attention and heated discussion. The lesbian
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community has also become more active with the deepening of research on LGBT
issues in the societylhislife pattern has always existedyut has only recently and
gradually become public. The attentigiiven toLGBT peoplén mainland China is
mainly related to the prevention of HIV. Sincéesbian womendo not need to
withstand the stress of HIV as muchrasn, they receive little attention. Therefore,
lesbians also need more understanding ancecdihe reason that | chose this topic is
to understand different lifeexperiences. tlo not make any valugpidgments | just
wanted to record that in such a society, there are some people we know or wé don
know, whoprefer a different way of lifelt seems that a small group of peopleed to

live in another way, who livdeel, suffer and love differently.

In short, although Chinese women have achieved unprecedeptedress, at the
same time, regardless of historical or practical reasons, pienomenon of
discrimination, oppression and even destructioinfemaleshas not disappeared, and
the obstaclesmpinging onwomen's status are far from being eliminatédlomen's
all-round improvementstill faces many problems. Therefore, it is important to fully
recognise and understand the current realities of ésie society, figure out the
current situation of Chinese womenfamily and sociapositions explore the root
causes of women'sreconstruction issues, and discover the path of further
development of Chinese women and seek the substantial achievemenhedf t

transformation
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7. Conclusion

Chinese society is in profound transformation, which brings both opportunities and
challenges to young Chinese women. Witthe background of society in transition,

the most sensitive groups with knowledge are beinfjuenced by the impact of
social transformation and are facing a conflict of valuesthe process oWvalues
clarification, young people have often been confuséat example, the pressure of
competition, an intensified culture, conflict of values, confusion over social roles and
the social polarisatiomrising fromthe issue of university graduates' employmeatl
these could be more clearein addition, the lgh expectation from parents who

expect their children to become successful is another pressure.

As Attane (2012) has pointed out:
In China inequalities between the genders remain not only as regards to access
to education, employment, and health, but alsn matters of inheritance,

salaries, political representation, and decisimaking within the family (Attane,
2012, pp.67).

At the same time, the Chinese AcadeofySocial Sciences pointed abat, by 2020,

there will be 24 million more young Chines®n than women (Li et al., 2009). The
Chinese government has admitted that the imbalance between the genders is indeed
a social problemandhas begurio encourage parents to value and raise daughters.

The social status of women wasgtremely lowin feudal China, but, when Western
culture came to China, more and more women were seen as being capable of being
highly educated and a certain group of women began to realise that they needed to
break the socialconstraints and promote setfevelopment.Postmoden feminism
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proposesthat the key to women's liberation is tlee womenfrom the subordinate

and the object status that has existed for thousands of years. The goal is, hence, to
awaken a womaris selfconsciousness as a person and to establish a woman's
independent status as a person.

The main essence of Chinese women isstied by traditional culture. Therefore,
redefining women's values and social status should only be based on the
reinterpretation of traditional or maleentred culturewhich definesthe essential
characteristics of women. Chinese society should seek akdomdedge the real
seltworth of women again, through effective communication and exchange, in order

to achieve the full development of Chinese women.
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Chapter 3 Methodology

1. The General Aims and Research Questions

The aims of this study are to advance understandintheflife experience ofoung
Chinese women. The objectives are to answer the following research questions:

(1) What is the level of satisfaction of young Chinese women with their life
experience (famyl, education and LGBT)?

(2) How are these experiences shaped by traditional Chinese social patterns, cultural
backgrounds, a unique political landscape and an inherent attachment to family
values in their culture?

This thesis is formed mainly from the fodling elements in the name of answering
the research sulguestions:

(1) What are the experiences of Chinese women in the family?

(2) What are Chinese women's experiences of university life?

(3) What are the experiences of gay Chinese women?

(4) How daChinese women respond to feminism?

2. A Discussion of Narrative Research

In social science research, narrative inquiry is increasingly legitimised as a qualitative
research design (Bruner, 1996). Connaetig Clandinin (1990) define narrative inquiry
incisively as 'stories lived and told" and 'the making of meaning from personal
experience via a process of reflection in which storytelling is the key element and in
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which metaphors and folk knowledge take thelace' (Clandinin and Huber, 2010,
p.16) In a similar vein, Jenlink et al. (2001) believe that narrative is a specific genre of
qualitative research that offers researchers the opportunity to enhance
understanding of an event or phenomenon througfiory-telling. Narrative inquiry is

a narrative form operating through storytelling to highlight the integration of
experiencs in the past, present and future which, in some sense, serves as the
identification of stories and knowledge thfe individuakthemselves.

Through therecountingof a story, we proceed to follow thi®otstepsof participants

and listen to their voices. We study individuals and groups through individual
narratives, group narratives, and, in doing so, we study their past, present and future.
Narrative is not only used to explain, but also to findaning

A stoly isa testament of a lifeand a way ofexpressng of human existence ithe
world (Bamberg, 2006). It carries many secrets and information about human society.
As long as the human race exists, stories will continue to be(frgeman, 1997).
Therefore,for women, the story is also a basic element of life (Personal Narratives
Group, 1989).

Narrative analysis is a method for bringing an interpretation to a deeper level of
understanding and meaning. In this study, each woman is both the storyteller and the
protagonist of every story. Stories can be an important path to trkthding thisind

of 'truth’ is an important mission of qualitative research. Connelly and Clandinin
(1990) suggest adopting new criteria for determining reliability and validity, such as
verisimilitude and transferabilityA narrative is a more authentic presentation of the
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life of awoman than any theory.

With the development and reform of the economic system, the status of Chinese
women has improved along with the enhancement of their econocaigability In
particular, the awakening of women's own gender consciousness has greatly
promoted the progress of women (Li and Bai, 2017). No matter whether it is in the
family or in society, women's economic, political, ideological, cultural and iggs

have been respected and protected to a certain extent (Guo, 2013). However, it
should be noted that the prospects for women's development are provided by
opportunities that are not fully realised (Leung, 201%). some extent, women's
development even presents an unpromisingsituation. They also face many
embarrassing situations.

At the same time, behind the general embarrassment, the experiences of some
special groupssuch as LGBT, are hidden. They are under more pressurelajedt

to more unfairness thamost woman. Women not only have to work, but also play
the role of housewife. Most of them suffer in silence from unfair treatmiam all
sidesin a state of collective aphasia. Very few can speak out for themselves and for
the progressof women.

Female silence is the result of the oppression of women by male power discourse
(Weir, 2013). Only when women realise the importance of their voicetvall break

the statusquo. This is also in line with postmodern feminism, which advocates the
development ofwomen'sown discourse based on the real experiemoéwomen (Liu,
2011).
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There is limited research on Chinese worseliving conditions. In padular, the life
experience of Chinese women students has neither been fully explored nor fully
understood. To fill the research gap, Chinese women need an opportunity to tell their
stories and make theilvoiceé heard. Giving opportunities to Chinese women is to
have them construct their own stories instead of having the authorities and educators
construct stories for them.

In the face of suclpractical needs,'narrativé has a unique value and significance
because through narrative, women have the opportunity to reflect on what they are
doing and thinking, the opportunity to discover problems and explore the unknown,
the opportunity to break out of the norm and to seek transcendence and innovation.
Although edwational research requires complex thinking, there is no denying that life
experience is the content and foundation of thinking (Bamberg, 2006). If we separate
people from experience, then we fundamentally deny people's sociality. When people
narrate, theyare more likely to salvage those evocable impressions from the deep
well of memory and state themCpnnelly and Clandinin, 1990Therefore, we can
understand and become familiar with the world of women. Of course, different
individuals will experience fierent events, while the same evenan evenbring up
different emotional experiencgin the hearts of different people. It is because of such
differences between people that the narrative becomeslourful (Freeman, 2003).
Postmodernists try to turrigrand narrative into ‘'micro narratives (Giroux, 2004).
This 'micro narrative is 'storytellind, which is a way of understanding the living
existence and experience of human beings themselves (Ricoeur, 1991). Influenced by
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the trend of postmodernism, t study of any social problem is not only a precise
description of the facts, but also an expression of attitude (Hekman,1991) and a way
for researchers to communicate with the world (Farganis, 1997). In tefmssearch

into Chinese womes issues, 'its precisely because researchers attach importance to
the differences in people's understanding of women's roles in the diverse social
environment that they focus on the study of Chinese women's issues, thus
emphasising the overall study within a specifidtaral background' (Leung, 2003,
p.364).

Therefore, narrative inquiry in my research aims to reveal the meaning behind social
phenomena, payng attention to participants' viewpoints, and peng attention to

how different people understand the meaning dieir lives, so as to be able to deeply
explore the narrative research of people's inner thoughts (Clandinin and Connelly,
2000).

At the same time, narratives bring the researcher closer to the real situation of the
research problem and promote reflectimm the part of the participants (Elliot, 2005).
Moreover, narrative inquiryin concerned withthe details of research objectshe
special events and activities that affect people in daily life. By observing the world
through the eyes of the intervieweesabed on their experiences and feelings,

researchers can bring the research closer to the truth (Genette, 1979).

Characteristics ofWomen's Narrative Inquiry

In the context of wome's studies, narrative inquiry as a research methodology could
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add a new dimension when used with sensitivity and reflexivity (Ellis and Bochner,
2000). The aim of this section is to reflect on the possibilities of narrative inquiry
research by giving a vat¢o Chinese women.

Women's identities are central to their beliefs, values and practices that guide their
actions within and outside the family. Beirg woman is not easy and the
transformation from different roles is also difficult and complex for thenvolving
numerousdilemmasand challengesvithin this processWhen facing theseilemmas

and challengegt is a good opportunity to seek the true self in negotiating \ilié&m.
Narrative inquiry is a discipline seeking to understand how pewoyalkesenseof and

order their lives(Li, 2010).My narrative inquiry aims to explore Chinese women's
experiences within the Chinese social and cultural context in order to understand and
interpret the inherent meanings of their experiences through the narrative fdrm.
addition, this kind of researchtigly does not just record women's actions, but
describesin detail their social networks, their emotions and their interpersonal

communicationgXu and Connelly, 2009).

3. Theoretical Framework

In the West, a combination of postmodernism and feminism mayvery natural
(Farganis, 1997; Aronson, 2003; Zletwal.,2005). In the 1990s, a school of thought
called postmodern feminisncame to the fore(Nicholson, 1989). Thigpproachis
related tothe field of culture and ideology, and, thus, plays an important role in the

liberation and development of women across the world (Tanesini, 1999). Postmodern
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feminism is the development of traditional feminism in the contemporary era, that is,
the develpment of feminismwith a 'postmodern turn under the influence of
postmodernism. Its purpose is to transcend the limitations of traditional feminism
itself and promote the further improvement and development of feminism per se.

The body oftheories that is postmodern feminism is huge and loose with many
schoolsof thought(Foucault, 1988; Nicholson, 1989; Lovibond, 1989; Farganis, 1997).
There are no unified thoughts among the main schools, which are rich in content and
complex; some of them even cfhict with each other, but they are all characterised

by subversion, challenge and diversity. Theystalhd against the modern patriarchal
mode and modern dualism, universalism, essentialism and other ideas. At the same
time, they have lost enthusiasm ftite establishment of grand theories in the pursuit

of social and political equality between men and women. They no longer pursue unity,
but pay more attention to differences between womebetween men and women,

and between different nations,races and lasses. Postmodern feminism hopes to
transform the influence opatriarchyon women,assertfemale discourse and build
new gendetbased identities by dissolving the current méenale conception,
masculine thinking logic and male hegemony (Bacchi, 19@3t, BL995). The

theoretical perspective can be clarifigdthe following aspects.

Discourse andPower View of PostmodernFeminism

Seeking the origins of postmodern feminist ideas, people often refer to postmodern

philosophers such as Foucault and Derrida (Hall, 2001; Chen, 2007), believing that
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they have an important influence on the formation of postmodern feminist theory.
Amongst hem, Foucault's theory and method are highly praised and favoured by
postmodern feminism. Despite the fierce criticism of some feminists, it is undeniable
that postmodern feminist theory has indeed been influenced by Foucault (Martin,
1988; Phelan, 1990Y.he doctrine of power and discourse power (Hall, 2001) is very
important. Foucault's discourse on discourse and subject makes feminism aware of
the importance of being inside and outside the discourse, competing for discourse
power, and provides a new wagf thinking about reshaping women's subjects
(McLaren, 2002).

One of the ambitions of postmodern feminism is to create women's watdsserts

the belief that 'the world is in the words of menMoreover, inthe view of
postmodern feministsmen are the words of the world and 'everything we ask for can
be put in a nutshell, and that is our own vdicEHekman, 1991, p.446). Women's
right to speak is not based on who is gifted, but on the consoessand mastery of
their own dialogue, so that their true experience, feelings and thoughts can enter the
languagehey can listerto their true inner voice (Sawicki, 1991).

Exploring the path of women's liberation is an unchanging topic in the development
of feminism. In taditional feminist theory, liberal feminism appeals to women's
liberation from the perspective of social and legal rights, while socialist feminism will
overthrow the 'patriarchal system and 'capitalist systerh as ways to achieve
liberation (Pan, 2004). dlical feminism repairs the path of women's liberation by
strengthening the physiological differences between the two sexes and carrying out
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the biotechnology revolution (Yu and Qin, 2017).Despite their diverse views and
opinions, they have the followindnings in common: they study women's issues from
the perspective of social systerand in specific material terms, while they overlook
the ubiquitouscultural status and linguistic features influenced by patriarchal power.
As Western countries entéhe postindustrialage discourse has been mentioned as
occupyinga central place in human society. Derrida once asserted that 'everything
does not exist outside the text, trying to use the theory of discourse to deny material
reality’ (Chen, 2007, p.15). As a core concept in postmoderigistoursé is the
meaningful expression of spoken or written language, a set of linguistic expressions
that reflect social, cognitive and rhetorical practices (McLaren, 20@2)s the
language of power that reflects, influences and inhibits these practi{l@sne et al.,
2007).

We can, thus, view discourse itself is ackaf 'power. In Foucault's lexicon, discourse
and power are inseparable, while power is achieved through discoiD$gcoursé
and'power are established in the same way. The mastery of any method of dialogue
is the mastery of a method of power. Whoever has mastered the words will have
power (Phelan, 1990)

Throughout history, women have lived in the male hegemorscalirses created by
men (Wu, 2010). They have been writing their own history in male discourse, playing
a role inpatriarchal mythology and lingering on the edge of discourse (Hartsock,
1990). Although traditional feminism attempts to break thpatriarchal' discourse,

they are moreor-less absent or lacking awarenessthe construction ofwomen's
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own discourse (Weir, 2013). Inspired by the theory of discourse and power,
postmodern feminismhas shifted theifocus of research from the social system and
ideologyof patriarchyto the study of its language, culture and discourse; it explores
aspects of women's language, discourse and cul{ieNay, 1992)It deconstrucs

the norms of gender and, in this way, opsnp women's resistance space.

In postmodernfeminism discourse and power are not only a real power, but also a
creative force of social reality: 'Discourse not only constitutes the place and stage of
power struggle, but also becomes the means and weapon of power struggle. The
transformation ofthe discourse system will inevitably lead to changes in social power
relations'(Feng and Li, 2011, p.49). Therefore, in order to resist the existing order, it is
necessary to construct women's own words. A major change in postmodern feminist
theory is tomove from ideology to discourse (Wu, 2010).

The purpose of the womeis movement should not be to obtain equal rights and
status with men, but to doubt all status and power in order to avoid simply reversing
the original opposing parties (Giroux, 2004).

Pogmodern feminism raises the difference, emphasises the ambiguity of boundaries
and dispels the dual opposition between men and women, so advocating the
establishment of a kind of gender. In a unique way, it presents a vivid and inclusive
ideal society thais equal and harmonious (Best, 1995). In the eyes of postmodern
feminism, the'femalé experience in the broad sense is not establishéde real
existence is the different female individuals formed by having a different economic
status, political situatin, ethnic background, class attributes, geographical
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environment ad other factors (Bacchi, 1990).

Through emphasis on the complexity of women's experience, postmodern feminism,
thus, recogrses the legitimacy of the marginalised population perspectiviest t
traditional feminism ignores and the legitimacy of the problems relevant to them. At
the same time, respect for differences and pluralism are also subject to the sympathy
of postmodern feminists and activelyive voiceto marginal and vulnerable groups
such as LGBT women, with these feminists devoting themselves to the struggle of
difference, weakness and survival (Kessler, 2011; Liu, 2011).

On the basis of the above discussion, the differeneékin postmodern feminism

can be summarised as follows.

Frst, the difference between men and women is promoted, and the specific equality
between men and women is emphasised on the basis of differetizeseliminating

the theory of minimising differences or maximising differences advocated by
traditional feminism which departs from the circular logic of patriarchal thinkirtge
second objective i$0 emphasise the differences and diversity of women's imékr
experience and advocate the construction of@oman's concept of multiple

identities and a feminist theory that fits them.

A Denial of Binary Opposition

It can be seen that postmodern feminism has taken a bigger step forward in exploring
the root cawses of gender inequality than traditional feminism which attributes the
cause to law and education, or to economic oppression, or to gender differences, or

to a collection of all the above (Hekman, 1991).
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Although traditional feminism also points out thatsociety's culturas one of the
reasons for women's submission, theference oftraditional feminism to culture is
generally onlya surface phenomenon, ignoring the more essential disclosure and
analysis of culture. As an important traditional cultufattor, metaphysical binary
opposition is considered the root of gender inequality by postmodern feminists. They
also believe that the main ideas of binary opposition determine the social reality of
gender inequality (Aronson, 2003). In the meantime, iregpiby the deconstruction

of binary opposition, postmodern feminism has challenged the deeply rooted
patriarchal ideology, which makes a great effort to enhance social gender
consciousness and realise the equality of men and women (Liu, 2011). This &pproac
provides favourable conditions for the theoretical construction and political practice
of feminism.

Next, in pursuing equality in differences, postmodern feminism replaces the
traditional abstract gender equality concept with a new gender equhlityed
concept of equality between men and women (Aronson, 2003). The traditional
concept of'equality between men and woménas a product of the concept of
patriarchy, requires not only that women should move closer to men, but also of itself
representsabstrad¢ and unachievable utopias (Barrett, 1987). Postmodern feminism
recognises the existence of class differences and racial differences between men and
women, SO recognising prior class identity, national identity and then gender identity
to conclude that, wen women approach the essence of bringing about gender
equality, many gaps exist between ideals and reality that are difficult to bridge, such
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as class and ethnicity (Leung, 2003; Yang, 2010).

Therefore, postmodern feminism regartijuality between men ath women as the
basis of admitting the unique nature of personality and personality differences
between men and women (Bacchi, 1990). This equality is not for women to enter the
male field, but to use male standards to claim women's rights and to measure
women's Iberation, for women to strive to bas womanly as they choogbeing a
woman). In this way, postmodern feminism has a broader space and a wider range of
means in its efforts to achieve equality between men and women.

It is no longer the same as in the pasimply treating all men as enemies of
oppressedvomen and striving to achieve the same status as them. Instead, it allows
women to find the best way to be themselves in several different ways. Thus, men
can act as women's allies or friends. Postmodemmifesm is devoted to seeking
equality among differences and showing individuality and independencequal

relationships

A Denial of the Traditional Concept of Gender

In the traditional Chinese gender systeiime male is superior to the female, the male

iIs synonymous with the public realm while the female is synonymous to the private
realm and male labour is more likely to be outdoors while female labour is confined
to the indoors. Stereotyped gender concepts such asaledominated and
female-subordinag’ still exist in people's subconscious, which is a major obstacle to
achieving equality between men and women, also seriously restrictingstiogal

advancemenbf Chinese women (Liu, 2017).
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It is important to considethe interests and development needs of different groups of
women (The Information Office of the State Council of the PRC, 208fi¢cted by
China's social and economic development, women are increasingly divided into
groups with different interests andifferent levels of development (Ren, 2010; Liu,
2017). Not only do professional women face occupational ceilings, fémale
university students encounter employment difficulties, while some vulnerable groups
of women, such as fultime mothers andLGBTgroups face great social and life
pressures, whiclgo beyond gendespecific issues. Social principles of equality can
address these issues by empowering women on an individual level as well as at the

community level.

PostmodernFeminism isParticularly Necessary in China

Traditional Chinese women are basicalbnfined inspecific and narrow spaces by
social classes, regions and nationalities, with different living conditions and diverse
and complicated family relatiohgpps Therefore, ageneaalised ‘female experience
does not exist (Feng and Li, 2011). In contrast, postmodern feminism is a theory that
pursues equality in differences with its view of women's development based on
different women's experiences and is of positive significancehéoimprovement of
women's status in China.

In traditional Chinese society, under the influenceaof ancientfeudal culture and

I 3 The State Council Information Office is an administrative office under the State Council, the chief
administrative body of the PRC. It is the chief information office of the Chinese government:

http://www.china.org.cn/e-china/politicalsystem/stateCouncil.htm
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the patriarchal system, women's subjective consciousness and independent
tendencieswere always restrained and oppressed b imainstream consciousness.
Such deprivation of subject identity marginalises women and makes them
subordinate to men. They never take the initiative to establish their own gender
consciousness in society, but play the-cstled 'female rolé according tomen's
expectations while maintaining men's dominance in unique ways (Guo, 2013). Since
the 1990s, with the introduction of Western academic thought into China (Leung,
2003), postmodernism has gradually become a perspective mathodology
adopted byChinese feminism.

Postmodern feminism is initiated by women themselves, starting from women's own
experience, seeking the cultural root of the loss of women's subjective consciousness,
SO as to break male mainstream society and the subjective construction of male
chauvinismas its ideology (Li and Bai, 2017).

The improvement of women's status lies in givingmen avoice and constructing
women's consciousness. Postmodern feminism emphasises differences, constructs
female subject consciousnedsyegroundsfemale culture andpromotes the gender
development mode ofharmony but differencés which provides new perspectives
and concepts for the improvement and development of Chinese women's status.

The influence of postmodern feminism on Chinese society is not only limitdteto
structure of theories and methods, it is @& more subversive significance. The
so-called men and women are not only endowed and moulded by society, bubglso
individual selcognition (Li and Bai, 2017). Hence, the definition of male and female
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alsochanges qualitatively. For example, in China, a few decades ago, people classified
‘feminine appearance as being marked bydependence, meekness, obedience,
timidity, inwardness, long hair, ana love of dressng up, and classifiedmasculine
appearance as being marked byindependence, fortitude, independence, bravery,
propriety, short hair anéh lack of decoration.

But, in the past two decades, more and mo€&hinesewomen have become
independent, and have begun teflect ontheir social values and achievements, with
short hair and brush cuts. It has become fashionable for women to wear men's
clothes. Corresponding to this, more and more men ‘tgader and soft as watér

and 'cream boys have become beautiful in g#leyes. Postmodern feminism is
deconstructing traditional culturadtereotypesand transforming traditional texts and
discourses in order to create new cultural types more in line with women's
development.

For Chinese women, the improvementtb&ir economic statis and the acquisition of
political and legal rights provide the basis for gender equality. However, the
improvement of political status is not the ultimate goal, because it only enables
women to obtainextrinsicconditions for survival and does not affiwomen's rights

and endow them with intrinsic value. The improvement of women's status also needs
to be further deepenedit the social level, while the deeqpoted patriarchal culture
needs to be further criticised and transformed, both theoretically ateblogically.

Social progress means cultural progress and exploring the development of women
from the cultural perspective ia unique feature of postmodern feminism. Different
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from traditional feminism, which sought women's liberation from therspective of
social reform and social policies, postmodern feminism points its criticism at the
whole of culture and explores the patriarchy behind it. Therefore, to truly eliminate
gender inequality, we must carry out a profound cultural revolutionhat micro level,

while criticising gender inequality in the field of society, culture and ideology.

My Effort to Explore théTruth'

Every time | return to China from the UK faholiday, | complain about the
difficulty of surfing the InternetFibre broadandis installed in my home, and
the Internet speed is very fast, so in fact, | am complaining aboutable of
access tanany websites rather than the internet speed, especially when | need
to use Google to check information and Facebook to contaatdgan the UK. In
fact, there are many websites that cannot be accessed in mainland China. In
addition, the world's largest search engine (Google), the world's largest
financial network -- (Bloomberg), the world's largest social platforms
(Facebook ad Twitter), the world's largest video network(YouTube), and the
world's largest picture sharing platform+ (Instagram), the world's largest
encyclopaedia (Wikipedia) and the world famous radio statien(BBC Chinese),
are sometimednaccessible opartially blocked Strangely, have notbeen able

to find the specific reason why these sites were blockeaking Google as an
example, after being blocked for so many years, | can neither find the court
judgement nor the notice of administrative enfmment. The Chinese
government spokesman simply said that this was 'administering the Internet
according to law', but the specific legal provisions violated by the website and
how it endangersational security could not be pinpointed. | had no choice but
to find the cause myself.

......... Wenijun's Diary

Postmodernism emphasises diversity and pluralism. Everyone's views and
perspectives on issues cannot fully reflect social reality, and are inevitably influenced
by the observer's own standpoint, views, and interests. At the same time, no one's
perspective can fully expin the richness and complexity of any social image. The

discussion of the 'truth' is no longer a simple judgment of true and false, right and
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wrong. The analysis of the 'truth' needs to include an investigation into the political,
social and cultural coekt(s), framing the analysis within these different contexts in
order transcend a monolithic view of the ‘truti~oucault (2000) believes that truth
does not depend on the content but on the system; the system of society determines
the languagesocietycan acceptand determines the boundary between the centre
and the border. Because truth is constructed by discourse, the construction of
discourse must not only satisfy certain rules and structure, but also has to satisfy
specific contexts and social backgnals otherwise it will be suppressed by the
powers that be This has been repeatedly verified by Chinbstory; for example,

the burningof books, the burying alive ofo@fucian scholars in the Qin dynasty, and
the execution of a Qing dynasty authdrherefore, the premise for a truth to be
established is that the power of discourse is first established.

The characteristics of postmodernism are opposed to essentialism, universalism and
grand narratives,and are characterised by an adherende subjectivsm and a
general suspicion of reason (Williams and Sewpaul, 2004). All these factors directly
result in the postmodernists’ indifference tbe power of authority,their scepticism

of the 'truth’ and of an objective 'natural realityifowever, postmodersim'’s criticism
towards modernity is not to deny the existence of reason, history, landanity, but

to deconstruct and subvert the absolute belief in these conceptserefore, the
criticism and elimination of the traditional view of authority and truaims to exalt

the multiple, the partial and the wsual.
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Traditionally, people always believe that truth is immutablayt, in fact the
understanding oftruth is often different in different societiedn Foucault's view,
truth is not an independent, singlpoint of knowledge, but a system that includas '
knowledge base, technology, science, and discourse' (Foucault, 197923).22
People often choose the things they are interested in, and in this way other
existences are intentionally or unintentionakxcluded. Therefore, postmodernism
opposes the traditional view of truthand advocates relativity, diversity and
uncertainty, emphasisingthat truth is closely related to discourse (or power).
Postmodern feminists questiothe objectivity and neutrality © knowledge and

believethat knowledgeisthe result of the operation of power.

Features about China"Sruth’

With the popularity of the Internet, anyone can express their views and opinions
through this platform, and even vent their dissatisfaction. To some extent, the
Internet can better expresemotions and feelingsso traditional media is gradually
losing their monopoly of the existing possibilityn fact, many hotissuesin the
information age will cause public debate. With the deep excavation ofdsoes the
topics of public discussion are gradually separated from the events and touch on the
deeper issus of social contradictions. However, more and more social events involve
sensitive words, so governmental or official actions such as deleting comments and
prohibiting comments often occur. At the same time, some seemingly useful official
information has ot actually been rigorously screened and even this information

itself is false, so people's grievances and suspicions about the Chinese government
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are deepeninglt is obvious thathe Chinese authorities have always enjogegking
similarity in diversity reducing complex political problems to simple messages. As
ordinary Chinese citizensve have only one thing to de listen to the party
leadership and do whatever they sajhe Chinese government is more concerned
with the evocation of patriotic feelinthan with the objective reporting of eventsor
example, using Baidu (the largest search engine in mainland China) and Google to
search'Tiananmehrespectively, the homepage results are completely different, and
Google's top three pages cannot be found Baidu. Obviously, the word
‘Tiananmehhas beencensored on Baidu, and some websites/e beenblocked. |
believe that everyone here should know why Google is blocked in mainland China.
Traditional Chinese society attaches importance to educationrasans to'educate

the peoplé, usually combining politics with educatiastriving forintegrity and order,
ignoringindividual rightsand freedom, and hampering students' independent spirit
and autonomy. In the past 100 years, several major changes takem place in
China’'s state and political system, but thmelationship betweeneducation and
politics has not changed. Under the existing cultural traditions and systems, it is
difficult for the Chinese education system to obtain true independence and
autonomy. China's education needs to break away from the shackles of politics and
cultivate people's free will and independent thinkirapilities In contrast in my
experience Western educations more concerned with the individual, emphasising
independenceand the rational, while balancing the practical aspects of education
with the intrinsic value of acquiring knowledge.
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In the wake of Derrida's deconstructiowe cannot rely solely on what the author
explains in the tex{Chen, 2007), because the article has nothing to do with the
author as soon as it is completed or published. To understand the author's central
idea, we musexcludethe author, separating him/hefrom the work, and analyse the
political, social, historideand cultural factors that have given rise toAt the same
time, the postmodernist philosopher Foucault believes that our social life is defined
by language, but language itself is full of relabipsof power and dominatior{Hall,
2001). This meanhat, fundamentally, the intellectual clainge actually just claims

of authority; it is a bullying strategy used by the strong to force the weak to accept
their ideological views. In a sense, there is no such thingrath'. Anyone who
claims to knowtruth' is actually trying to oppress us instead of educating us. It is
difficult to depoliticise factual issues, especially when we feel that ‘thtber
party/governmentis ridiculous or stubborn. Our understanding of the truth has been
determined by ourcognitive prejudice and political ideology. So how do we get out of
this dilemma?

Factsand objective evidence will always be overwhelmed by existing beliefs and
powers. If leaders use deception and illusion as a means to gain support, then the
truth will always be hidden. To understand the truth, we need to consider the larger

political, cultural, and social contexts in which real information may be exposed.
ChineseYouth and their Search for Truth

Sq when | discuss th&ruth' in my research, what exagtis being discussed? As part

of people's lives, on the one hanithe 'truth' is practical in naturgon the other hand
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the 'truth' itself is mideading. Due to the diversity of people, the truth itself and
individuals' perceptions of the truth are diverse. Among the many factors that
influence the'truth', human subjectivity plays a decisive role. When mangaied
experts, scholars or governmerofficials give speeches, thegre reluctant to
understand or care abouthe reasonsbehind the problem, but just continuously

express various seemingly justified opinions or statements.

Only those people with reallife experience and thought cagradualy understand
that truth is not absolute that is to say,official or authoritative reports are not
convincing at all. With the development of people's cognition, the truth is constantly
developing. For exampleyhile gender was considered to ke objective fact in the
past, now it is difficult for us taeconcile this seemingly irresistible fact with

consideration forand understanding of LGBT people.

Contemporary youthsunderstanding ofthe truth' cannot be achieved only through
'teaching, but also tmough firsthand experience. Young people cannot live in a
closed environment. We need to get out of campus, understand social conditions,

know basic national conditions, and improve our ability to think and judge problems.

If the government fails to progle a result that convinces the public, or rushes to a
conclusion to calm public opinion, or makes up excuses to avoid the problem, and
even reverses black and whitend poining to a deer calls it a horseye can

guestion them Young people need to break the monopoly of the power discourse of
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official media and realise that interpretations and observations of a single event

should be based upon multiple perspectives.

4. Women's Right to Speak Out: Life History Approach

Introduction

Life is marked by a sequence of events. In general, individuals are born, enter school,
graduate, are employed, marry, give birth, migrate, or may be divorced, become
widowed and ultimately dieThese events and their consequences on people and
societies are the objects ofresearch in the social scienceBecause of the above
happens at a specific point in a person's life, at a particular time in a particular place,
the best way to analyse its significance is to take into account the time, place and
seqence of these momentgRajulton, 1992). Research providing this information is
called life history study.

Life history study is based on the premise that researchers understand or make sense
of storytellers' lives througkthe narratives of their livesAccounting to Bruner (1990),

it is through telling stories about ourselves and others that we come to understand
who we are, whathersare and what the relationship is between us and others.

In an effort to advance the use of life history in educational researchséagonwill

firstly reveal the definition of life history in social sciences researfeln related
guestions will be answered: (a) what are the benefits of life history res@aacll (b)

what are the potential risks of life history research? In my study, faeilis on young

womenin Chinese society, where my own research interests are located.
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TheoreticalThinking on Life History

When theoretical considerations are taken intccount, a lot of philosophical
guestions about the relationship between research methodology and truth are going
to develop (Griffiths, 1998). According to Altheide and Johnson (1994), 'the social
world is an interpreted world' (p.489). Different interpees with different life
experiences are likely to make different interpretations, leading to different
descriptions of reality. In fact, it is difficult to imagine that any two individuals would
have the same life experienseand attitudes; therefore, peple are bound to
interpret the world differently (Goodson and Sikes, 2001). As Woods (1987) has

reminded us:

Life histories can inform our thinking about the personal engagement with social
structure, with implications for some of the most prominent pubssues of the
day (Woods, 1987, p.130).

Interpretation in life history research is an inquiry process carried out by participants

themselves, as Marsick (1989) comments:

Life history as a qualitative research methodology highlights the concerns of the
interpretive tradition in which it is rooted for reporting the perspectives of people
in the situation being studied (Marsick, 1989, p.1).

In epistemology, life history is a way of reproducing knowledge, which asserts that
knowledge comes via personal exmmce (Goodson and Sikes, 2001). Life history

research tries to see how society works, to describe social reality and to answer
specific questions about the specific instances of social reality from participants' life

stories. As Rapport (1999) points outersonal'narrative is a means by which
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individuals existentially apprehend their own liv§Rapport, 1999, p.4). Hence, life
history with personal experiences is consideredb® methodologically empirical in
nature.

According to the lifdnistory methodology, researchers may observe how relationships
are conditioned by various factors while inferring connections between the seemingly
different factors observed to create a composite picture of a self and its relationships
with others.

As Jannnou (1995) suggests, 'although the self may only exist as a story that can be
told about the self, what is told about the self is not always the same story, and much
will depend on how it is told and by whot@oannnou, 1995, p.32).

In general, | thinkhat the arguments advanced by life history researchers have a
good deal of validity, that is, we always describe how people interpret the events they
participate in, so the only question is how accurately they do it.

Researchers perform life hisy study by talking to peoplen formal or informal
interviews and in quick exchanges, while interviewers can participate in and observe
their ordinary activities, and by watching and listening as they go about theil hie.
nearer researchers get to the cotidns in which the participants actually express
their life experiences, the more accuratesearchersdescriptions of those meanings
are likely to be. In addition, life is a processual matter rather than a static state, as
Woods (1999) notes: 'social difis ongoing, developing, fluctuating, becoming. It
never arrives or end¢Woods, 1999, p.4).

As researchers, we ought to respect that confusion tmdity. In practice, we should
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only respect participantsideas about the world they perceive if we wato
understand their actions, reasons and motives. Life history could get closer to the real
thing when people recount what happened to them in their own words.
Knowledgewithin alife history study is not passively received, but actively built up by
the experiential world. According to constructivist conceptions, knowledge is
individually constructed and socially -constructed by participants based on their
interpretations of expdences ina society (Bodner, 1986). The constructivist theory
seeks to explain an active processkobwledge construction based on experience
within an individual, social and contextual framewd@Bodner, 1986). Constructivism

in educational research enmasises personal meaning and seeks to relate new ideas
to experience (Duffy and Jonassen, 1992). In my opinion, | thinlkcahstructivist
theory ishumanistic Its educational theory can lead researchers and participants into
a new world. It emphasises aauthentic learning experience and a realistic
environment (Campbell and Davidson, 1994). Hence, researchers can broaden their
view and acquire more knowledge.

A life history interview is an active process in which participants construct new ideas
or conepts through life storiésnarration based upon their current/past knowledge.
Participants tell life stories in order to answer research questions rather than just
showing their life as a review dfie past life. It is important to note that life historg i
intended to provide stages for designing research environments to support

constructive research.
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Researct8rategy

As a methodological approach, life history attempts to make central the subjectivities
of research participants' life experiences to the production of knowleddkearsocial
science (Goodson, 198&)ualitative research stresses understanding meaningiwith
contexts. The life stories as remembered by the participants are collective memories
of culture and context as individual experiences. By asking participants to recollect
instances and their feelings at the time, life history seems to abandon objective
empiricism for the subjective approach. As researchers, we are constantly aware of
the need to 'check the facts' by comparing documents, research diaries, reading other
literature texts, which, as Jordanova warridp not offer access to what was, only
what was said about it' (Jordanova, 2000, p.85).

Life histories are shaped by the interaction of external and internal factors (Stearns,
2000). Giventhat the life history methods appliedin the study, it is important to

note how the environment affects dividuals of different family backgroundsfe
stages or social experience, and how personal feelings or characteristics are
connected to each other and how they interact with each other (Roff, 1992).

In this study, life history has the potential to creatpportunities for women to voice
their opinions in China. According to Altheide and Johnson (1994), the social world is
an interpreted world. Different interpreters who have had different life experiences
are likely to make different interpretations, ldang to different descriptions of reality.

In reality, it is difficult to imaginéhat any two individuals would have the same life

experiencesand attitudes (Goodson and Sikes, 2001).
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In general, life history aims to understand life as lived in the preaad influenced
by personal, institutional and social histories (Cole, 1994). Interpretation in life history
is a process of inquiry carried out by participants themselves, as Marsick (1989)

comments:

Life history as a qualitative researntethodology highlights the concerns of the
interpretive tradition in which it is rooted for reporting the perspectives of
people in the situation being studigiarsick, 1989, p.1).

It is a method fit for capturing and interpreting women's vacés Munro(1991,
pp.34) points out, 'life histories are especially wallited to investigations of cultures
specific to certain groups of people, such as Chinese women's social status.'

In narrating the life experiences of women in a Chinese context, | hopeaito &g
unique and authentic understanding of 'how motives and practices reflect the
intimate intersection of institutional and individual experience' (Dhunpath, 2000,
p.544). Within the field of womeés studies, this means working with women
participants inorder to compensatdor the lack of relevant research on women in
China.

Life history gains an understanding of the meaning humans attach to social events
with a close understanding of the research contéktough qualitative data. A
realisation from theresearcher of the study is also a part of the research process. Life
history research depends on the relationshipstween larger social contexts and
personal dalily life experience$he idea behind adopting life history stems from the
fact that both inteviewee and interviewer can become witnesses during research.

According to Kuhn (2002), 'telling stories about the past is a key moment in the
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making of our selves' (p.2). Memory ties together all related affecting factors, such as
personal, cultural, soal, historical and familial aspects. Memory can interpret how
those factors influence each other. Life history is made up of the actual elements used
to express interactions because it is strictly linked with social relationships. Therefore,
we can make atronger statementLife history reflects the state of social interaction.

In other words, life history is an important approafdn establishing the relationship
when elements of external factors (such as social, economic, cultural and family) and
individuals interact.

Life history research involves an attempt to describe relationships that exist in reality,
very often within a singlerganisation. Life history will be interpretivist in nature,
depending on the approach of the researcher, the data collected and the analytical
techniques employed (Galliers, 1991). Reality can be captured in greater detail by an
observerresearcher, withthe analysis of more variables than is typically possible in
experimental and survey research. Life history study can be considered weak as it is
typically restricted to a single subject and it is difficult to generalise findings since it is
hard to findsimilar life histories with similar participants that can be analysed in a
statistically meaningful way (Clandinin and Connelly, 1994).

At the heart of life history research is a story or a collection of stories. Doing life
history research involves eliciting and documenting these narratives. Life history
research can use of a variety ofiethods including storytelling, diary studies,
biogaphies, memories and photos (Cole and Knowles, 2001). Within this range of
methodological possibilities, | position myself as a life history researcher. While the

111



distinction between narrative and life history research is not always obvious, Cole and
Knowes (2001) regardife history research as taking narrative one step further; that
is, life history research goes beyond the individual or the personal and places
narrative accounts and interpretations within a broader cont¢mt20). They go on to
note that, among others these contexts include'cultural, political, familial,
educational, and religious sphetép.20).

By collecting the life stories of Chinese women, | hope to understand how they can
become proficient in work and study while living intraditional Chinese society.
While life history research often focuses on one aspect of a person'sa lifistory of

personal growth is inextricably linked to the individual's samitiural context.

5. Research Method Application
ToPut Life History into Practice

My study is concerned with the equality of education and gender amongst young
Chinese women in contemporary Chinehe general impression of contemporary
Chinese women is that they fall short in their professional r{lrg 2008. Thestudy

sets outto gatherinformation about what influences the advancement of women's
social positions and what impedes their advancement.

For a long period of time, life history research has been neglected or even rejected in
serious academic inquiry (Wson, 1976; Bertaux, 1981; Morin, 1982; Fischer, 1983).
This neglect has changed more recently in two walye ta (a) feminist researchers

beingconcerned with women's histories (Stacey, 1991; Reinharz, 1994); and (b) those
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researcherdbeing concerned wth recording disappearing ways of life (Bertaux and
BertauxWiame, 198; Cruikshank, 1990). Howevelittle has been done by
researchers in the area of Chinese education.

Life history has been called@mmon denominatdrin social scienceesearch due to

its providing a common research framework for analysing others by asking the
question 'in what way is this person like, or unlike, myself?' (Frank, 1979, p.73).
Generally speaking, in a life history study, individuals are askexrtaintimes in an
interview;, about their experiences in the past (Rajulton, 1992). Reynolds (1995) has
defined it as 'in the Right Place at the Right Time' (Reynolds, 1995, p.129).

There are two classic approaches to narrating an event through a retrospeittive |
experience.First, either all the participating subjects or selected subjects are asked
about particular events, experienced from a specific time in the past up to the time of
interview or to a stipulated time in the padgtor example: Are you satisfievith the
university facilities, such as student accommodation, bathroom, restaurant and gym?
Second, certain events (such as entering primary school) are measured indirectly by
comparingit to the current statugsuch as entering university). For exami® you

think your education qualifies you for your current position?

Researchers collecting life histories go beyond and should bring more
multidimensional considerations to each life story and engage in what
BertauxWiame (1981) calls 'listening beyongheaning trying to hear, beyond the

words of a given person, the speech of a social culture' (Bekt@axne 1981, p.260)
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UsingPhoto Hicitation to Make Sanse ofLife History

In my study, | encourageparticipants to bring photographs and reflect on them.
Investigatingfemale students' experiences of their university life by adopting visual
images, photo elicitation is a means of studying how educati@xperiences
influence women students' perceptisnof education and gender equality. This
section will provide a brief introduction of some ways in which social researchers can
incorporate visual images, especially photos, into social research together with a
discussion of why the author ud¢his methodin the research.

Most researchers prefer to use tape recorders rather than rely solely onta&ieg.
However, an audio recording only captures what is ssadi cannot be a complete,
perfect representation of an tarview. Because of researchérseliance on
participants' narratives to collect data and feedbadkhas some potential limits
(Carter and Mankoff, 2005); there is no way to prove the extent to which participants’
information matches actual events due to the lack of an objective oleserv

However, visual images can reduce this concern. Informargsaptured in special
moments, usually by taking a photo, aatk asked about the event during interview.
Thus, for photographs, capture iisstant, and represents an objective point of view

as evidenced by Walton (1995) who highlighted that the photograph is an important
visual medium which exists everywhere we look. Visual images are a very effective
medium for expressing feelings and opinions, often more so than words alone.

There is nowa growing tendency to involve visual materials in sociological research

(Prosser, 1998), as well as to invoke sociological perspectives in educational studies
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and human geography. When applyiting life history method, images can be of great
service wherthe participants, for whatever reason, are less capaiflexpressingr
reluctant to express themselves in written or verbal form and when abstract feelings
or opinions are to be explored which are otherwise difficult to express (Moss et al.,
2007).

Nowadays, photographs are widely used in daily life and inevitably produce an effect
on society andindividuals However, this effect can be either good or bad; for
examplethey can be usedo showhow history has been improperly usddr certain
political ains or other purposes (Zhang, 2010). When one person thinks in this way
and then tells others, other people will consider it as the truth even if they do not
understand that truth. Therefore, when photographs record things, ageaudiences
shouldrefrain from expressing our personal opinion so that others may discover their
own responses to and interpretations of the events recorded in photographs.

In research, photographs are raw materials with the potential for interpretagiurhn,
2002).ASsuch, researchers should carefully consider how best to use them.

On the one hand, consider the picture's context, whether it makes the subject and
the surrounding seem far more real and intimate. In her b&aknily SecrefKuhn
(2002, p.8), has emphasis#uat researchers should consider ‘where, when, how, by
whom and why was the photograph takerA good photo captures a genuine
expression or an unguarded moment; these typically come about only when
something is happeningt the site On the other hand,asearchers should place
themselves as subjects in the photograpbBegage in those moments and live with
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the situation, which can lead to a much deeper understanding of the point than by
simply seeing or hearing participants' narration.

In my reseech, | employ photography as r@corder, to reproduce the scenein
retrospect in order to excavate details that might have been missed in real Tilree.
function of photography is tammortalise a fleeting moment in time in an eternal
visual imageOrdinay people experience happiness, sadness and worry.

Photographs can present any situation to audiences directly which people have never
seen before or rarely experienced. The participants reflected directly on the
photographs because they gave concreteailst of everyday life, activities and the
contexts in which they occurred, while providing data about community life. For

example, one of my participants in the preliminary intervisated

| like to take photographs to capture a moment that | can latleare with my
family and friends so they can see what my life is like.

Another participant told me, 'l have plenty of albums filled with photos that tell
stories from my childhood where | lived, what | loved, and who | was.' She thought
these might be e best childhood memories.

Hence, visual images can easily resurrect past memories and accompanying emotions;
they are invaluable for the purpose of stimulating people to reconstruct and recount
past experiences (Schwartz, 1994). People record in phapbgr many of the
important events in family life and create a strong sense of belonging for growing up,

in which the camera captures key moments and photos record the details of life.

Humanity has a long history of recording, expressing and spreadingmition
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through images (Banks, 200PPhotographsare becoming more and more widely
accepted in qualitative research (Rich and Chalfen, 1999; Kress, 2003) bdtwause
preserve the important moments of peopldigesto some extent.

In this research, the specific research questions pinpointed in the project are to seek
out the different life experiences thademale student participants broughthrough

the use of still photographs when they came to the research interview. By trying to
find out how and why they chose to carry the particular set of photographs, the
reasons fortheir choiceswill become meaningful and indispensable. By using
photographs for this researclihe researcherhas attempted to construct a record
about culture (Wath, 1980). For these reasons, phetticitation waschosento be
employed in the research.

However, in order to protecthe privacy of the participants, photelicitation was

only applied in the Chinese Higher Education chaptewadays, with more and me
photographs being taken and displayed, the threat to privacy is especially acute.
Photo-elicitation ismerely atechniquewhich assists in enhancirtige quality of my
research.If there is a conflict between preserving my participants' privacy and

collecting data, | would not hesitate to protect my participants’ privacy.

FirstSage ofHeld Work

How and where to begin my research study required some strategic planning because
the act of bringing photos would serve the participants’ life history naosrafor my

research activities and aims. Data produced during this stage required closer
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communication with participants, which determined the value of the data in the
study. Therefore, | made my research visible so @idhparticipants could be made
awareof my objectives. Based on this plan of study, a detailed narrdtiothe first
stage interview session was constructed regarding Chirfes®ale students life
experiences within HE in Tianjin from September to November 2014.

| identified nine female participants rangino age from 21-30 years across four
universities in TianjinFve of them were the only child in their family, while the rest
were from anon-single childfamilies Six came from cities and three from the
countryside and five of them were in their senior year in the university. With this
study, the intention was to examinéhe participants' satisfaction levelgith Chinese
HEand their campus life in order to use the information collectechasference for
further studies.

All of them were introduced by my friends, but | had never met them before. Initially
they sought to identifywith me and understand my positioavhen | bld them that
they were being invited to take part in a research study as part of a PhD project. A
detailed information sheet was given to all potential participants, including the aims
and purposes of the study and what was required of them should thaynteer to

be a participant. Isent frequent emais to the potential participants in order to
establish arust. Finally nine gaveheir permission to take part in the study. During
the participant selection process, | kept field notes detailing my olasienvs and the
results of informal interviews. Individual interviews were helgabffee shop, which
seemed to bethe most comfortable environment to relain and conduct the
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interviews in (see Figure 1).

Figure 1 Coffee shop where interviews wereonducted

| arrived with my interview questions and a tape recorder. The interviews centred on
discussions ogparticipants'university experience | told my participants that | would
use the photos they brought as illustrationsstressed that | was ying to gain a
better understanding of their life experiences and that the participants were always
key to the interview. | explained that | wanted to write about the truthtlod current
Chinese HE situation ant show people what it is likeo use photographsin
research | told my participants that | wanted to ask a series of questions about their
university experience Then all the participants were asked to bring some photos to
prompt comments. | did littleéo guide their responses.

During the interviews, | wrote field notes. Aftan introduction, | was able to play a
more active role during the interviews. | could draw upon data from previous
interviews in order to probe for overlaps and importance inp@sse. In this way, |
began comparing the commentsade by different participants. The following is a
sample of the kind of data generated in the interview.

With the quick development of Chilsamarket economy and the need for rapid social
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changein socety, expanding HE has moved China from the first stage of elite HE to
the second stage of mass HE (Wei, 2017). Researchers such as Heyneman and Loxley
(1983) observe that the presence of basic infrastructures and facilities such as
libraries are strongly arrelated with educational achievementin China, the
economic expansion and increase in the numbers of HE students outstripped the
expansion of campus facilities, and coincided with rising living ¢Qatan and Liao,
2007). Universities could not keep up with the pace of increased enrolrivertonly

are there shortages in university and campus faciljtigsversities are also backward

in management and culture, thereby limiting educa@bequality and achievement

in universitiesFor these reasons asked my participants the following questions:
Quedion 1: Are you satisfied with the facilities in theniversity, such as, student

accommodation bathrooms and lavatories, cafes and gyfs

Daisy No, | am not satisfied with them. First of all, we are six girls sharing one

dormitory which is only25-squareY SGNBa® ! YI L R2y QG NBIffe K
space, enough for me to develop myself. Dormitory rooms are small and

crowded. Secondly, the sperson dorms do not have our own toilets, so we have

to share a public toilet in the corridor.

Candyr X lweltéring room without akconditioning in summer and the dorm

gate which is closed at 11pm. However, in the winter, without enough hedters,

get dressed whilst under the duvet.

Fiona There is no air conditioning. | remembered once it was hot in the sermm

YSIENI & op RSINBSAE 6KSY 6S 6SNBE GKSNBEXGIKS O2
poor with only one room, no lavatory.

Daisy Showers at home are a simple walk to the bathroom. However, it is a

process at university to take a shower; it involves gatheupg shower basket,

towel, sandals, shampoo, and some outfits for change. The most important thing

is bringing your campus smart cArdnd money to pay the shower fee.

Emma In the dormitory toilet, thereisy 2 a2 LJ 2 NJ ILdaved$oNJ G264 St &4 X
rememberto bring the items from the dorm room to the toilet. And | also have

4The campus smartcard cée used on campus for various facilities for the student, to purchase food, drinks,
books, borrow books, look up material, take a bath and so on
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to bring my smart card with me when | go to bathhouse. For mantaa shower

in the universitys bathhouse is a bad experience because bathing has become a
sort of race. It charges students for the amount of time in a shower. Before
entering the bathhouse, students pay for the amount of time they want in the
shower using a smartcard. The clock stascording the minute when the tap is
turned on. It pauses when a button is pressed for soap. The smartcard reader at
each tap shows the time. No money, no water. Compared to the old shower
system, which charged 3 yuan for each person regardlegedfme spentin the
shower Obviously, this change is a lucrative change for the university. But it can
be embarrassing when | don't finish showering in time. Once, | had to ask the
staff of the bathhouse to help me buy extra timehope in the future we are
allowed to payonly after we have finished the shower.

GraceFor me, sometimes when my roommates are busy at their personal issues,
| would be all alone in the dormitorOf course, | am not complaining here. |
don't feel lonely. I like it quiet, for | caget down concentrating on my studies.

Figure 2

s :
A set of pictures of a typical Chinese university dormittngng research participants)
Figure 3
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The womersbathroom and toilet aredfrom the research participants).
P I/ S

L,

The universitis boiler water station during busy time and school hourfdm the
research participants and author)

With societys demand for interdisciplinary graduates with a good command of
knowledge and skills, there is an ewecreasing need foHE of a high enough
standard to meet employs’ demand3he employment scene is constrained by
historical, economic and political fawts, as well as the expectations and attitudes of
graduates(Tan, 2017)The competition for jobs amongst graduates has intensified
significantly in recent yearsindeed, many graduates face unemploymeumpon
graduation.

Obviously, university exaoriented education has some disadvantages, like the
disconnection between theory and practice thean result instudents with high
scores graduating with inadequate skilldn the study, the researcher wants to

investigate the quality of HE, the experience oé tetudents and how much their
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graduationachieves. Therefore, the next question is about their life after graduation.

Question 2 Do you think your education prepared you for your current position?

Betty: Not really, because there ihere is a disjuncture between theory and
practice. What we learned is book knowledg&e are unfamiliar with the
practical world as we have spent all the time in university learning theories, and
not getting practical experience through trial and error.

Fiona A graduate, can look back on her gaokao experience with satisfaction, but
knows that her joy is far from universal. There are so many students in China,
and its become very hard to find a fair and effective way$sess and evaluate
students. m enjoying a lot of success now, but some of my close friends have
ended up atsubstandarduniversities. Fome, the exam was a good thindput

for most Chinese students,streallyproblematic

Of all the responsesand complaints | heard from myparticipants during my
interviews, complaints about campus life were the most frequent. Regarding these
complaints, lasked two additional questions about university manageméinstly,
what strategies are most effective in the management of universityoueces?
Secondly, what limitations have you observed in the management of the university
from your interactions with senior university staff and your personal experiences in
the university?

However, unfortunately, almost athe participants gave me nanswersto those
questions It was surprising for there not to be any objections. In fact, these silent
students are simply the inevitable product of an education style that has changed
little since Confucian scholars sat mutely at their mastist (Lug 1995; Yan and
Wen, 2007). China has always had the tradition of showing great respect to teachers
and schools. Although students should be the centre of a university, in Ghaa
authorities are always the centre and students are only the particip&utghermore,

given that most of them are the only chiléh their family, many students are
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selfcentred and arrogant, and too spoilt to live in less than pampered conditions.
Having unrealistic expectations and perceptions of themselves and the worlg, the
lack resilience and the ability to endure hardship.

These findings also show that individual characteristics, such as geawiatemic
achievementand personal living habits, have a significant influence on campus
culture. From theperspectiveof gender the limitations of campus dorm rooms and
bath times are very critical and real questions. Despite the vast and continuing
improvements of living conditions offerdaly universities they still do not meet the
expectations of the studentdn terms ofpersonal living habitsthe interpersonal
environment of theuniversityhasa stronger influence on the students from big cities

than on those from rural areas.

Campus facilities require improvemenf student's university experience is a
reflection of ®ciety at large and the universities are constrained both by the cultural
milieu of society as well as its economics and the funds available to théen.
majority of university students are singthild families, who are used to the comforts

of home, and herefore, find living on campus a challenge as they struggle to manage
living independently for the first time in their lives and to cope with the widble

challenging behaviour of others.

LongitudinalHeldwork

When | first started my research, | resdd that | could not have a comprehensive

understanding of the life experience of the participants by simply conducting a study
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of their education. The interview materialsestricted to one aspect of the interview
were also very limited, and the interviews were confined to educational topics, which
greatly reduced the participants' interest in participating in the research. At the same
time, | also found that | needed to get to know comprehensive informadioout the
participants.The participants were especially impacted by their parents' views and
their relationship with their parents. Common responses shared by most participants
during the interview about their studies wersuch asThat's what my mother saiat

me', 'Dad asked me to do tHjsIf I hadn't done what they asked me to do, my parents
would be unhappy and even saat 'l hope Mom and Dadould listen to mé, 'l want

to have my own space at home and have the right to make my own decjsans'

This feedback made mee-think the direction of my research and realise that if |
could understand their family dynamics, then | could perhaps help them find ways
towards personal growthin the long run, if parents know nothing about their
children's growh, but often proceed according to their own experience and interests,
ignoring the needf their childrenin terms of personafgrowth, andforcing their
children tocurtail or suppress their own desires, then surely, this is a hardly a good
parentchild relationship.The family environment has a profound impact on people,
so | extended the research direction to the family life of the participants.

Since my research is limited by geographim@lndaries this part of the research is
mainly conducted basedn WeChat interviews, observation diaries, and contact
through email and WeChahessageswhichis available anytime and anywhere. The
WeChat interviews can be divided into three parts
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(1) A brief WeChat interview about LGBWas carried out in August 2015The
participants were Anna, Fiona and Emma. It was a freestyle interveagh
participant could express any ideas avgnions

(2) Four participants (Anna, Betty, Candy, Fiona and Daisy) held a video chat together
in April, 2017. The maimterview questions were(pleasesee Appendix 2 for full
research question¥

Do you think there is a generation gap between you and your parents?

Have you ever felt that your ideas are always different from your parents?

How is your generation differeritom your parents?

(3) The other online WeChat group intervienggarding their life after graduating
from university took place in August, 2017 between Anna, Betty, Daisy, Fiona and
Grace. (Please see Appendix 3 for interview questjons

| am very satisfied with the information obtained from these interviews. First of all,
the participants were very interested in the i of the interview. They were the
protagonistsfor the entire interview. In many casesven before | started asking
guestions, theybeganto tell about their stories.They were especially vocal about
studying abroad and employmeniThis is a hugecontrast to the interviews |
conducted in the early stages of my research. Despite my best efforts to elicit
participant response, | got monosyllabic answers to my questions and no elaboration.
The participants then were unwilling or unable to express themsekMesvever, in

the interviews three years later, | saw participants who were full of confideaice,
discernment, believing in the pursuit of freedom and possessing the courage to speak
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their true feelingsl believe that no matter what the results of thegearch are, I've
seena marked change in the attitude of the participangnd | also saw hope for my
research. Secondly, through thesarly interviews, | also learned abotteir family
dynamics and their circumstancelhese interview materials providene with a rich

basis forthe next stage of my research.

6. Fieldwork Reflection

A Breakthrough in the Traditional Telling Pattern: Exploring
Hidden Life Sories

During thefirst few interviews, it was surprising to find that almost all the answers
from the participants were nearly identical. They complained about ldek of
university supporfacilities the shortcomings of the Chinese education system, and
the authoritarianism of their parents. For me, as one of them, the interview results
were not shocking, given the way that we were taught in schools and at home.
Chinese students rarely get the tinoe chance to use their imagination and exercise
their freedom. Right from the day that we enter schowk are pushed into a culture

of exams and more exams to achievecsdled success. And, to pass those exams, we
are made to learn by fixed standard raleTeachers dare not encourage students to
think outside the box. For each Chinese student, there's hardly any room for
themselves, either in class or at home.

However, previous researchers (War907) have suggested that individuals with

higher education levels seem to be more rational, tolerant and understanding
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towards different life attitudes. As a researcher, | want to break through and deviate
from traditional conventios. For this reason, | deted to explore the life histories of
LGBT women in China. As shown in the surveyidnyg and Wang (201,4he Chinese
public's acceptance of homosexuality is increasing and younger, unmarried and
better-educated Chinese people with higher social statud aigher incomes have
more tolerant attitudes.

In addition, university students, undergraduates, women and younger students also
have more tolerant attitudes. University students, as representatives with higher
education, are likely to be more openinded and accepting of new thoughts and
opinions. Moreover, their perceptions and attitudes can promote positive
perceptions and attitudesabout LGBT among the general public. Therefase |
sought to study aspects of society that were unconventional and even taboo, |
happened upon the topic of the LGBT lifestyle.

According to a national television programme broadcast in 2005, approximately 90%
of LGBT men chose to get married due toialopressure. Their wives did not know
about their sexual orientationGuangzhou Daily2012). The authorities seemed to
neither encourage nor discourage thisis my opinion that Chinesghould be more
understanding toward gays and lesbians and stoprdignating against them. Silence

is nota solution

To understand théreal LGBT world, | became a memberadfGBT online community
and read many articles about LGBT life, making several friends tavithatin order

to obtain themost authenticfirst-hand information, | pretended to be a gay woman.
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At that time, | believed it was the only way to get their attention and their trust. |
even considered it was a smart way to let them sound off and tell me exactly what
their storieswere. Byspeaking to them at this level, | gained their trustwas only
when my supervisors pointed out that this methodology of collecting data was
unethical and | realise | had made an error.

If 1 hadn't recognised the seriousness of the problem, | wouldehaad a huge
problem with my study. As a result, |1 apologised to peoplehenLGBT community
and explained my academic intentiorad answered their questions as honestly as |
could. | told themabout my research interests and what | was trying to Geo of
them granted me interviews, but only one gave me her consent to adopt her life story
in my report without revealing her namé.had a lot of contact witiNeverGiveUp

and kept in touch with her for more than three years during the process of the
research;l mainly communicated withim through interviews, WeChat and emails. |
met NeverGiveUp in Tianjin in October 2017 and wedh a very irdepth interview
(Appendix 5).She introduced me to the volunteers of Aixin Home with whom |
communicated through email and collated from these communications notes for my

research.

Interview as aMethod for Qualitative Research

The life history interview seeks to collect the meanings of central themes in the life
world of participants. The main task in interviewing is to understand the meaning of

what the interviewees say (Kvale, 1996). Kvale (1988)eves that this kind of
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interview seeks taincover both the factual details and the meaning and significance
of narrated experienced.ife history interviews are particularly useful for getting the
story behind a participant's experiencdsaterviews may be useful as follewp on
certain participantsfor further questions, e.g. to investigate their responses further
(McNamara, 1999). It should be recognised that interviews were completed by the
interviewer based on what the participants said, especiddly the life history
research,which is a far more personal form of research than questionnaires. In
personal interview, the interviewerworksdirectly with the participants.

Unlike with mail surveys, the interviewdras the opportunity to probe or ask
follow-up questions. Therefore, the interviewas both observer and analyst and
interpreter and hasto be welkrained in how to respond to any contingency. My
research study includes two types of interviews. On the onedhanformal,
conversational interviewwere carried out. There were no predetermined questions
to be asked in order to remain as open athekible as possible to theparticipants’
personalityand priorities.

During the interview, the interviewelwent with the flow. On the other handjn
general interview guide approach combined informal conversational interviews, with
the intention of ensuring that the same general areas of information were collected
from each intervieweeThis provides more focus thahd conversational approach,
but still allows a degree of freedom affléxibility in getting the information from the
interviewees.

The aim of life history research is a complete, detailed description, but the
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researchers may only know roughly in adga what they are looking forThe
researcher in the study is the dagmtheringagent, collecting data in both the verbal
and visual modedt is subjective to some extent arlgbth the participants' and the
interviewer'sinterpretation of events is impoant, i.e. it uses participant observation
and indepth interviews. The data collection and dy®ss process are moreich',
time-consuming and less able to be generalised.

Researchers tend to become subjectively immersed in the subject matter. Hence, the
personality or thinking style of the researchers and the culture of the organisation is
underrecognised as a key fact ampreferred choice ofa life history study Ehical
research behaviour acts as a guide for how researchers within a particular study
should act and make decisions. Researchers commonly strive to encourage ethical
practices, not only to be morally correct, but al$o gain whatever research
advantagescan be achievedh projecting an ethical image to research participants
(Lincoln and Guba, 1989; Xi, 2002).

Creating, distributing and continually improving the code of ethics of a project is one
important step researchers can take to establish an ethisarkplace, while another
step is to set up d@irection that is responsible for ensuring the research's practices
are ethical (Shultz and Brendian, 2004; Zerbe et al., 2008). Researchers can feel
confident that a potential research action will be catesed ethical by the general
public if it is consistent with the standardsjs includeghe golden rule oheeding to

act in a way you would expect others to act toward you (Mclntyre, 2003).

Researchers should always ask: Would | feel comfortable isxpdato a participant
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why | took this action or is the proposed action ethical or legal? Is it fair to all
concerned? Will it build goodwill aradbetter relationship?
However, wherwe havegot an ethical dilemmat hand,the question we can pose is:

Howdo wedecidewhat to dg particularly in life history research?

7. Validity

The research in interpretive areas shows the influenakemteraction and personal
experience; this is far removed from the positivist model (Goodson and Sikes, 2001).
My study's life history interviews were spurred by interpretive needs which focus on
interaction and inclusion, addressing how personal life experiences are influenced by
others and by society.

The requirement for inclusion is how much an individual needstmally interact and
connect with others. Such a requirement refers to emotional connections between
people and how much individuals seek to build a relationship witle another,
especially relationships on a om@-one basis (Schutz, 1958). A life bigt study
examines the behaviour of individuals towards others. When researchers want to
evaluate someons life story, there is a need to provide accurateoncrete
representations of abstract concepfer instance, feelings, achievements or aptitude.
Life history researchs based on interpretive paradigms of studying individuals and
their multiple characteristics, differing behaviours, attitudes and opinions (Cohen,
Manion and Morrison, 2001). Consequently, the advantages are in locating

meaningful obserations of artefacts. It gives the opportunity to understand and
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make sense of otherperspectives as they are shaped by the social construction
(Taylor, 2008). That is, researchers can obtain a complete understanding of the
meaning, insights and reasorfer human actions (Bryman, 2001). It should be
emphasised thait is difficult to be objective in human research, rather than in a
scientific setting, which is completely different from tpesitivisticparadigm. Whilst
researchthrough positivism attempts to discover the truth in controlled conditions
which are observable scientifically, it isnsuitable for investigatingevery
phenomenon in educational settings, especiallgh regard to feelings, values and
aptitude (Anderson and Arsenlt, 1998). Thus, generalisations are challenging in life
history research, because of the complexity of participasitsries and characteristics
whichis also in line with key ideas of postmodernidharticipants are crucial in life
history research, Wilst researchers can view situationsingdifferent approach to
answer research questions via interpretive stu@llge function of epistemology an
interpretive paradigm is for acquiring knowledge through investigation of the
phenomena in multiple wayss the social context is different from natural science.
Therefore, interpretivism emphasises that social phenomena have different meanings.
Consequently, different researchers might arrive at different conclusions for the same
observations. Here, the iatpretivist approach seeks meaning and understanding in
terms of the female participantsattitudes towards China and situations involving
both participant and researcher subjectivity. Thus, the qualities sought here are
authenticity and trustworthiness. rlistworthiness is a fundamental criterion
emphasising honestgnd validityin the research study. Only credible people can be
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truly respected by others. As a researcher, it is crucial to develop trusting
relationships with research participants and to irget and observe in different
contexts over timehrough a complex and deep understanding of the phenomenon.

It is also necessary to apply multiple data collection methods, such as group and
individual interviews, diaries and literature. After every infew, | should return to

the participants to see if the interpretation makes sense and is reflective of their
experience.

When choosing research participantshdd to considermany aspects of potential
participants, including LGBAdditionally, | locatd myself in the interviewaking care

to acknowledge my own bias, whilst also tracking my personal ideas to attempt to

compare my responses to those of the participants.

8. Ethical Issues

On one occasion, | heard about one of myeaanjues who had complained bitterly of
having a'very bad experience. The entire process of interview was marked by
interruption and rejection, which was her experience during her research. But the
story made me stop and think about just what constitutqaroper treatment
throughoutthe research interviews.

| think that ethical issues always come down to being kind or unkind, behaving in
ways which are likely to injure others or likely to avoid such injury. Research
behaviour is not inherently good or evil, except that it may hurt someon@aot. The

rulesfor goodresearch interviews reflect the underlying ethical concern.
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To be moral or not to be moral, that the question to poseln current Chinese
society, peoplanaydo things without morality for theiown profit or personalgoals

such as cheating in oamerce or drug traffickingTo my mind, the problem of
academic ethicss extremelyserious. Education research is extremely crucial for its
development and, without morality and honestyill becomeunreliable Ethics is a
part of being human, because people have many moral roles and have moral
relationships and obligations.

Social science researchers, therefore, have moral obligatemsand relationships
with research subjects. Life history researchers $thouse their own moral
experiences, whilethical research ruleshould make sense to both interviewers and
interviewees.

During my research study, right from the beginning of each interview, both myself and
participants were expected to be truthful.

In my research, | try to avoid using participants for convenience research because
they live nearby or because they can be exploited if they are poor. Using interview
data from unethical research wiklmost certainlyexploit or harm participants
(Wellington, 2000). As regards professional ethics, researchers have many
considerations totake into account(Zhang, 2007 Jiang et al., 2012)They also
suggest that what is most important is not the professional achievements, but the
professional ethics. However, latr people disagree with this, believing that research
study should bring us higtech innovations and we all benefit from them regardless
of the professional ethics. As far as | am concerned, | would prefer the former.
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Unlike other people, researchecsin have significanthfluence on society and their
words and actions in research can affect many people, especially students and
intellectuals. In other words, they can change their valugb@research studies that

they undertake. Therefore, researchers should be committed to maintaining a level of
integrity in their study project,ensuring that they are genuine and honest in
professional research ethics. In addition, keeping a fair and impati@ide to all
research participants is another important element in research.

According to the recent reports in the newspapers and online, academic fraud issues
in China have become more and more common in academic circles (Xi, 2002; Tang et
al., 200) to the point where these problemsan seriously damage the social value
system and intellectuaktredibility Although advancesin social science research
depend on those researchers who adhéoethe spirit of the studythe core of which

is true innové&ion, researchers lacking in professional ethics cannot reach the
pinnacle oftheir pursuit. It is of the upmost importance that we focus our attention

on research ethics.

| have encountered some ethical problems during fieldwork, whithdito consider

hard in the following research study:

Firstly, according to Apfelbaum (2001):
The issue of communicating across cultural boundaries is a major challenge to
the very foundations of our dominant theoretical framewark&pfelbaum, 2001,
p.32)

Participating in this research could have been potentiallypatfing to people

becauseof the need to bring up very private mattevghich could burden the subjects
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psychologically and ethically. As a researcher, what one must do is to appreciate fully
the diversity of beliefs and values that may be present in society and professionally
respect everyone's individuality, even if some characteristics may challenge the
researcher's own notions. On the other hand, sometimes one must be insabeoit
obtaining information critical to the researcleven if the participants seem unwilling

to open up, otherwise the data will be incomplete and unusable. In a word, there is a
fine line to walk and a tricky balance to strike for the researcher conducting life
history studies. Secondly, the education system is intricately linked to the state of
political affairs in a country, which mayvolve sensitive topics. In China, the subject

of government policies is particulargensitive which may discourage people from
talking openly in a research setting. Thirdly, selecting the most suitable participants
and buildinga good working relationship with them can be tricky, but they are key to
the success of this study.

The recruitment procedure was a complex preseand the tsidy stretched overa

long period of time, so there was a great degree of unpredictability. The participants'
right to withdraw had to be respected, but, from the perspective of the researcher, it
became especially important to select those who were likely to stay on fowtiwe
project. Therefore,tiwas crucial that participantthoroughly understood the aims
and methods of this study and what taking part entailed.

As a social researcher, it is very common to encounter ethical dilemmas in research
and academic work. Thefore, handling sensitiveresearch participants and data
need deserves special attention. Researchers need to be seraiitoud how the risk
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of harm due to confidentiality and privacgsuesmay happen or exist in special ethnic
groups, especially in thgarticular environment in China where the quality of
research is not only constrained by the participants themselves, but also by the social
environment. Perhaps one of the most valuable solutions for researchers is being
both an interviewee and interviewan the study. Researchers need to be especially
careful that they don't abuse the power between interviewees and themselves. For
me, | believe that trust can only be sustained by mutual care, concern and
understanding.The most important point during theesearch process is that all

participants need to feel that they are protected and respected.

Bhical Procedures and Processes

Looking back at the entire research processwas difficult to achieve 'value
neutrality in a pure sense. No matter which research methakchosen, theravas
alwayslikely to bedifferent levels of value involvement in each link of the research
design, research data collection, research process control, and interpretation of
research conclsions. As educational research thftcused on people, we must
recognise these fundamental issues and realise ethical awareness. Fisstht,nhy
research project with informed consent to the University Ethics Committee for
approval | made it clear that wouldrespect the confidentiality and anonymity of my
research participants; avoid any harm to theamd, in addition ensurel they would
participate in the study voluntarily. After receiving ethical approval and respondent's

consent forns (seeAppendces 6 & 7, the research work was officially launchéeul,
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line with thefollowing aspects: lthe participants participated fully autonomousR:.
the interviewmodel had Chinese characteristics. @spect and equality were always

shown

Maintaining the Privacy and Autonomy of Participants

For researchers, respect is an element of building trust between people, maintaining
the privacy of participants, and respecting their right to choose is a vital link in social
research. During the interview, especially during interview vitaverGiveUp, |
deeply understood the importance oprotecting the participant's privacy. Any
exposure of the relevant informatioabout the respondent mayead to a certain
degree of harmfor her. Eventhough she agreed to interview and expaog her life
experiencewhile | was soliciting hawpinions in each interview and during later data
processing, | constantly astkwhether the relevant experienceould be written up

as part of the research. During the interview, | attached great importance to the life
values of each participant.In particular, when conducting personal and family
interviews, | often obtaiad private information about othersLater analysis of the
data requiral the participant to provide appropriatprivate information. Therefore,

how to define conflential research guidelines is really important topic for me to
ponder.In the interview with Betty, she repeatedly mentioned unpleasant memories
in her childhood. She was abused, verbally insulted, and even beaten by her father
over and over again. Thegainful life experiences greatly affected her personality

development as an adult. Betty later mentioned that her family environment in
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childhood was the last thing she wanted to look back on. She longed for the respect
and love of her parents. She alsspaed to build a warm home by hersdffl want to

get good results, | need participants to be actively involved in the interyiéws
neeced them actively thinkactivelyabout issues related to themselves, proactwe
develop plans, work hard to implemeplans,in order to encourage theno speak

from their hearts.

Interactive Interview Model in China's Local Context

On the one hand, the traditional Chinese cultural background and interpersonal
relationships are conducive to increasing tparticipant's sense of dependence on
researchers, and makg the research work better and smoothesn the other hand,

it may cause negative effects, and the relationship between researchers and
participants may not be as pure as a professional researltiagaship, which will

have a certain impact on the research itself. How to grasp 'Haance of this
association is indeed one of the topics worth thinking about.

In fact, it is difficult to completely exclude subjective emotions in the actual operation
process, because it is not easy to establish a professional relationship between the
researcher and theparticipant At first, the researcher usually communicates with
the participantas a friend to obtain their trust so that-tepth research interviews

can be conducted The objects of this study are mainly young women and
marginalised groups. Taking LGBT groups as an example, their unfair social status and

the quagmire of moral discrimination not only mthem in a disadvantaged position
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in the social ense, but also in a significantly weaker position in the relationship
between researcher and participants. | pretended to be a lesbian during the initial
interview to gain their trust and gain more informatigimroughthe interview. When |
realised the saousness of this wrong practice, | informed them of my true identity as
a researcher, and | hopeto get their forgiveness and condwd further research
interviews. There was always a temptationfor them to protect themselves, as a
result, many participats' resistance and perfunctory attitude towards alwsit was
very obvious. Different identities of researchers will cause various interaction
between researcheland participans. Participants will act in different ways when
facing a person from the sasrgroup or a female researcher. If the disguised identity
is revealed, the distrust between the two groups in the interaction will increase, and
it will be difficult to maintain the research interview.

In order to avoid this situation, | kato pay attenton to and reflect on research
methods and related issues of research ethics throughout the research process. This
research covers many sensitive topics, including politics, freedom, democracy, LGBT,
gender relations, and many othéopics This also promgd me to constantly think
about how to get participants to talk, how to get more authentic information when
talking with them, how tdhelp participants reduce the psychological burden and how
to implement the principle of confidentiality. | need to rely on myself to
communicate with participants through equal interaction and exchange. In addition
to how to persuade them to accept my intervieyuestions and how to encourage
them to give answes onmany sensitive topics according to their own situatisas
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also the biggest test | fadeduring theinterviews During the conversation, | need

to pay attention to how to mobilise and how to obtain informed consentl howto
effectively implement the ethical principles of respect, equality, dmck of harm
During the interview, what | f& most deeplywas the need to establish a trust
relationship with participants through equal communication.

Chinese people have the characteristicdz#dre not say ng and are deeply influenced

by a 'culture of obedience so | oftenencounteredsituations with high response
rates but low data quality. For example, during the interview process, some issues
were involved, such as the harsh discipline of parents, dissatisfaction with the gaokao
system, and the serious lack effective university management. Singerticipants

were deeply affected by traditional culture, they simply expressed their attitudes but
often did not take action. This has becomart of the culture in China today, that is,

a culture of obedience. Thiis not only an act of sgtirotection by therespondens
based on the unpredictability of the investigation risksjt also an involuntary
collective unconscious that has been shaped by Chinese society for a long time
shaped by dominandiscoursesThis kind of answer is mostly empty, catered to, and
only rests in words. Neither doeghe participant showher own thinking and
judgment, nor does she inten take action on whaits just an attitude. This kind of
collective behaviour is clety related to Chinese traditional thoughts, such as the
‘harmony is a virtue', 'hide one's inadequacy by keeping quiet’, and ‘the doctrine of
mean' in traditional culture. It reflects the confusion and hesitation of a part of the
Chinese youth, whn acord with the inertial thinking and onevay thinking that has
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been instilled for many years, never surpasses the appearance of things to go deep
into the core of things to explore the root behind social phenomena and the
contractions, problems and risks kieh behind the appearance. Most people
endeavarr to avoid being isolated because of holding certain attitudes and beliefs.
Thus, when the number of people expressing leading opinions increases, they will
abandon the original ideas and attitudes and chotseconverge with the leading
opinions.Therefore, for any subject interview, the first responsepafticipants islf

my (true) answer does not conform to the mainstream of society, what impact will it
have? What responsibilities may | have to béat2. This influence is sgreatin
China that it can be labelled &®actionary (such as politically sensitive topics), or
personal moral issues (such as topics related to homosexuality), or simply concerns of
participants (how would researchers use the fgswf these interviews). Under the
influence of this mentality, participants give amny'expected answefsn line with
mainstream society to reduce their own risks.

How could Iminimise participants'anxiety so they couldshow themselvesvithout
burdens and compromis@sHowcould Iminimise the impact of this soalled'culture

of obediencéin interviews? They are the toughest questions | faced in the early days
of my research. Through constant exploration and summarisation, | believe that
researchers should understand participants’ concerns and the risks thes.
Through the process of infored consent, | will try to objectively analyse the risks
that the research may bring to the participants and inform them of the protective
measures | will take (such as confidentiality), so as to reduce the psychological

143



burden of the participants and encoage them to open their hearts afar as
possible. Through continuous communication, | kept abreast of their living
conditions, family background, and potential barriers to interviewscarefully
considered whetherthe choce of interview time and placevould affect the
respondents’ informed consent. For example, firstly,décided to choose a
convenient time for participantsand safe and secure interview environment that
participants were familiar with. | decided that after participants arrive, | would
actively indicate where they should sit and let them choose drinks and snacks freely.
Secondly, tecided totry to create a space suitable for interaction with each other
through the design of some situationsidcided totake the chat as an openintp try

to move away fromthe moddled interview process, and give the participants
maximum freedom so that thegould speak freely. Thirdly, decided topay great
attention to their speaking attitude, the wathey werechatting, and the interaction

of body language, so that participantgould participate in interviews without
psychological burden and stress, so as to promote the further development and

deepening of the research, and thoske itcloser to'real life experience.

Respect and Equality

Respect ad equality are fundamental ethical principles in educational research.
These attitudes ar@ot only a written commitment, buinvolverespect and equality
from the heart. This is especially needed for research on young women and LGBT

people.Therefore,| decided toavoidsuggestive and misleadirsatements andook
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care in the interviewbecause knew my rolewasonly a researcher, not a moral
judge in any sense. At the same timelelcided toconstantly review and adjust my
attitude andposition, and useé a respectful attitudeas it affected the authenticity of

a respondent’s attitude and expressidmagine how a person who loe# down on
LGBTpeople in her heartcould recognise and understand this group of people in
depth? Howcould a researcher with mislabkhg of 'morbidity’ and '‘abnormality in
mind comprehenda group of people living in a complex family environment? Only
with a sincere heartould| try to look at situations from their standpoints thatere
different from my life eyperience, andstuded various social phenomena from the
perspetive of a researcher. Takingyy disguise ofa lesbian as an examplehis
violated ethical normscompletely It was not only disrespedtl to the research
objects, but alsohad a serious adverse effect on m&herefore,| entered this
researchusing myreal identity. Although the respondent sometimes refdstm
cooperate because of my real identityny real identity was the guaranteeor
establishing a longerm and reliable research relationship for the respondent who
trusted me. This pointwas fully proved by 'NeverGiveUp's cooperation The
research relationship of respect and equaligsnot only reflected in respect for the

personality and rights of the participants, but also for the researchers.

9. Research Reflexivity

It is certainly true that the position of women in society has undergone a dramatic

change inrecent years. Most of the young women will go and find jobs iafteey
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graduate, because, after they have grown up, theyst shoulder family
responsibilities. After the women get married, most of them will continue working to
reduce family pressures, such #se fromhouse loansdayto-day spendingand
supporting he elderly. Considering the complexity and diversity of the community of
Chinese women, what | have attempted to engage with are the obstacles to the
development of professional women in urban China as a special social community
and countermeasures to elimate these obstacles.

Since many traditional customs and beliefs limit women's development, | believe that
women's social status caonly be achieved by eliminating all these traditional
obstacles. However, there is still a long way to go to change psoptditional
thoughts and beliefs.

The importance of gender equality is increasingly recognised in Chinese
contemporary society. It is now believéd be valuable to promote the exchange of
ideasaroundwomen's social status antthe quality oftheir education.

Nowadays, young Chinese women tend to finish their studymyertaking some
studyin a foreign countryWhen | was imy second year of university, | halde wish

to studyabroad. Luckily, my dream came true after gradogtirom university. Since
2009, | have witnessed the changes in myself after a few years of stugiygland.
Cultural differencesand language are the two biggest challengestodk time to
adjust myselto the differentsociety.

When | came to Englantdhad a very good impression: people are opeinded, and

they are easy to make friends with. They like to share their stories about jobs, family,

146



and friends. There is no discrimination against international students and this made
me feel warm in a strage place.

However, when | first studied in English class, | felt uncomfortable. The teaching style
is different from that of Chinese teachers. Chinese students are very gosittiag)

tests, but there are other differencesChina is &ighlyrespectfulcountry, so it has a
higher power distance betweepeople The higherthe position people have, the
more respect they should get. Therefore, all the students in school have to stand up
and say hello to teachers before the class begins; moretvey have to give thanks

by bowing after class.

In the classroom, everyone is quiet and the teacher can keep talking forfifoety
minutes. Students must raise their hands and get permission from the teacher before
asking/answering questions. It is tataldifferent in England. | was so confused and
frustrated initially that I lost my direction because the teachers were not with me all
the time. We spent more time on the textbooks. Teachers in England understood
what | was suffering, and they gave rhelp and encouraged me as much as they
could. This interaction is very helpfhlilding a relationship between teacher and
student.

As an international student, | have experienced the huge difference between social
culture and the education system. All thesgperiences led méo a deeper belief

that | wanedto be a female researcher because | wethto have the right to speak

in the professional field. Moreover, | am an ambitious girl and don't want to be looked
down upon by Chinese society.
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Compared with tle past, the role of women in modern China has changed to a large
extent. As for me, one of the contemporary university graduates, born in the era of
reform and opening up to the outside world and growing up in the transitional period
of society, | have asmed some new generational characteristics. With the
development in the level of human civilisation and society, people's thoughts have
begun to change and beore liberated. Women in China are allowed to recease
high an education as they desire. Somé os even take a great step forward in
studying abroad, with support from their families.

Not only do Chinese women climb the freedom ladder, but they also deal with family
matters in a balanced way. We should act as motivators of peaceful relationships i
the family, playing a leading role in improving family life. As wives, women tend to be
consistent supporters of their husbands, consoling them when they struggle with
their work. As mothers, women take care of their lovely children heart and soul,
encouaging children to be useful people for the society and country.

As daughteran-law, women will spend some time with the eldehglping with the
problems of ageingMoreover, it is also inevitable for housewives to do some routine
things. Specifically, ast women are required to make breakfast, lunch and dinner for
the family members and do some washing and cleaning as well. Therefore, there is
still an equality gap between women and men in China, which maintain®ldge
traditions and stillinvolvesdisaimination against women, even though they haae
chance to receiva higherlevel ofeducation.

| have been thinking about the relationship between family and freedom for quite a
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long time. What's the point of a successful education? With the improvenoént
women's social level, how does this improvement influence their quality of life?

There are those who think that a university education is a step on the path to a highly
paid career. It may be true that university graduates genelfiadlye higher salaries

and receive more respect from society than those who do not attend university.
However, students who think this is the only purpose of education are generally
disappointed because the real purpose of education is to learn more in ordeav® h

a better life.

As an international student, | believe | am not a traditional Chinese woman, but | was
influenced a lot by my parents. When my mother was pregnant, all my family
believed she would have a baby boy. Fortunately, thanks to thecbild mlicy, my
parents gave me all their love. My parents also supported me a greattaesalidy
abroad.

Although I'm the only child in my family, they would like me to be independent. Some
of the advantages of studying abroad are that young people can brodgein
horizons, meet different people and experience different cultures. This is important
for our future career developmentAs a researcher, | have attempted better
understand advanced research concepts and skills in women's higher education
sincethis area has negative connotations when it comes to women's equality

China provides an interesting context in which to investigate this issue knowing the
changing role of women in China. In the research, | position myself as both a research
participant and researcher. On the one hand, it improves my own understanding of
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how women students learn, how women students grow, how experiences at home
and in school help or impede their equality of education (physical, social and
emotional). On the other hand, wshould consider the significance of being a
participant and a researcher, raising questions, collecting relevant data and analysing
them to seek answers that will, in turn, be applied in the research setting, or in
interaction with other participants.

| mentioned earlier that my research study is a systematic search for answers to the
questions about social development and wortsestatus, fostering the development

of a knowledge base in the contemporary Chinese situation. In this regard, | am at an
advantagye and, in fact, in an enviable position. My research questions relatieeto

life experiences of young Chinese women; whaitivatesthem, why some enjoy
their life stories while others do not. At the same timay role as a research
participant has enhanced my feelmg@f competence, while empoweringne as a
researcher to find solutions based on evidence. Hence, | am a researcher in action.
However, there are some obstacles in the process.

First,| needed to learhow to carry outthe interview as plannedIn my study, there
were two methods availabl®r me to useto recruit participants One wago recruit

my friends' friendsa method which would allow me tdevelop a good relationship
with the members directly, without raising theisuspicion. | could use the
openended questions within more structured, fix@thoice categories of answers
(dailylife experiences and university l)f@ruseinterview and photo evidence.

Second another methodological issue arises from the cultural clash between the
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participants and myself. When | encountered theb#erences | had to suspend my
own takenfor granted feelings and be able to reflect on our culturally formed
attitudes, characteand life choices from the perspective of others.

After readingResearching Dealers and Smugg(@dler, 2000), | have a good mastery

of qualitative research. It is characterised by an emphasis on understanding other
people's perspectives and their expemces, with the interpretations and meaning
they bring and give to events and situations. We can, thus, obtain soméndinst
datafrom it. Hence, the data collected in a life history study typically take the form of

spoken words rather thanumbers.

10. Analysis of Data

In order to learn more about the life experience of the papamnts, | adopted many
methods to obtain the data related to the life of young women in the study, such as
interviews, focus groups, social media, diaries, and photos. Through collecting
information diversely, the amount of firgtand informationis not only increasedout

we @n alsatest whether the information obtained is true.

According to the preliminary outline of the interview (see Appendix 1), firstly, the
author interviewed the participants about theirpersonal growth bekground,
educatioral experiences key events in their growth, and their experience and
understanding of life. Of course, the outline of the interviewas only an overall
presupposition of the questions to be asked in the interview.Weee not completely

confined to the outline that habeen designed during the process of the interview.
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When participants devotd themselves to telling their stories, | fully respected them
and interviewed them according to their own ideas, without interrupting them.
During the interview, the researcher foges on the questions to bgosedand asks

the participants to tell their life experiences and feelings according to their own
understanding. Before the interview, | asked the participants whether | could record
the whole process othe interview, and thendid so with the consent ofeach
participant (see Appendix 6), and | also paid attentiorobservingthe expression,
tone and movement of the participants during the interview process. After the
interview, | sorted out and summarised the recording matsridl picked up the
important information for indepth research while combinthrough for research
issues

In order to avoid theaisedby adopting the methods of interviews and focus groups
alone, | also adopted many other approaches to caitgcthe research materials,
such as the exchangdyy email, WeChat communication, etc. Meanwhile, | also
collected some selective photos of the participants, growth diaries and other texts
that could record the growth experience and growth processeath participant,
always with the permission of the parfa@nts in this study. It expanded the field of
vision of research through the collection and analysis of these m#eFseom the
beginning of the interview, | only intended to conduct a single study trying to
understand the current situation of higher edation in China, andhat than
expanded to the influence of family factors on the life experieyafethe participants,

and how the participants break the shackles of traditional ideas, seek a breakthrough
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in selfawareness, and yearn for freedom and deyehent. It makes this study more
reasonable and grounbreaking, and also improves the reliability of the study
through the multifaceted analysis of the views of a particular group of people in a
particular culture.

Before sorting out the data, | listendd all the recodings carefully and sorted out

the words over and over again for the purpose of further familiarising myself with the
data. In the past five years, | have accumulated more than 150,000 words in tracking
interviews, sorting out interview reedings, emails and WeChat texts, my personal
research diary and so on. These materials are quite messy but raidrerful. How to

make this seemingly miscellaneous data meaningful was a great challenge for me
throughout the research process. On the Isasf the collated text, | have read these
materials carefully and repeatedly many times, trying to find and grasp the key words
and themes related to the purpose of the research in the process of analysing the
data. In order to learn about the life story fothe participants’ educational
background, family relations, and their attitudes towards their process of growing up,

I initially found out the relevant keywords based on interview notes. Themrked

out the concepts and themes by analysing Higgguency words, such as the gaokao,
campus relationship, employment, blind date, family and marriage problems. Based
on above, two main lines, namely, family and university life experience, became two
main directions of theresearch. Nextl began the study at the second level on this
basis and | paid more attention to further exploring the internal relationship between
these keywords, concepts and themes, as well as the deep meaning behind them. On
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the basis of makingn effort to find the interaction, | tried to avoid what may be
overlooked in the process of collating the information, namely, the specific meaning
of the participants in expressing their attitudes and what lay behind the conversation.
In the process, | realised that the participants were constantly showing a life attitude
that hated bondageand longed for freedom. Ostensibly, they were suppressed by
heavy academic and parental control, showing an indifferent attitude to many issues,
and fdlowing the same pattern. However, as the interviews proceeded, | could feel
their inner dissatisfaction with real life, and that they were more eager for freedom,
recognition and support. All this prompted me to expand the scope of my research. |
hope tha my research wilprovide an indepth analysis of the objective existence

and unavoidable social reality, so that more people gam affirmation by the wider
society Therefore, | also set another topic for this study, namidlg, interview and
analyss of LGBT patrticipant#t this point, | confirmed the three main lines of this
study, namely, family life, university life experience, and LGBT and my interviews are

conducted focusing on these three main lines in this study.
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Chapter 4 Familyife

It is known that family values influence people's personalities deeply. Everyone
belongs to a family and their behaviours are assuredly affected by familys
values (Gove and Huang, 2012). Parents set an example to ¢hiédren and
growing upis the most important period for a persdn terms of understandinghte
outside world and establishg their personalities. Their personalities and abilities are
mainly cultivated through familgxperiencesChildren spend mosif their time with

the family members, so they are influenced by them and form their own outlooks on
the world, which may eventually influence their personal development in the future
(Zhang and Hummert, 2001). With parents' sensitive, responsive, and predictable
care, children develop the skills they need to survive the harsh competition in society.
Parentchild relationships have a powerful effect on children's emotional-iveihg,

their problemsolving abilities, and future capacity for establishing relationships
(Youniss and Smollarl985. However, conflict is unavoidable in all types of
relationships (Fisher and Steven, 200Fhe parentchild relationshipis not an
exception, and the conflict between parents and their children is always regarded as

an importantsocial issue.

This part of the thesis mainly focuses on the Chinese parieifld relationship from
the perspective of cultural values, analysing how children from traditional cultural
backgrounds cope with family issues and how pawwaritred family valas change
under the dual influence of Chinese traditional values and modern progressive
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thought. It aimgo answerthe research questionn how young women's experiences
are shaped by Chinese traditional social patterns, cultural backgrounds, a unique

political landscape and an inherent attachment to family values.

1. Family and Education

Many parents misunderstand childrens education (Bian, 2005). Instead of
appreciating their children, theganitch to overamplify their weaknessegr even
worse, they compare the strengths of others' children with the weaknesses of their
own in every respect (Dumlao and Renee, 2000). Iract, children need
encouragement, recognition and appreciation. Parents intend to prod their children
into action by taking other children as examples for their own children, but this leads
to childrens loss of confidence and collapse, resulting in iofdsi complexes (Hao
and Du, 2011). Interviews with participants Grace and Betty redeslocking details

(faceto-face interview, September 2014)

Wenjun: How is your relationship with your parents?

Grace Well, it's difficult to answer. Complicated.

Wenjun: Do you mean you have conflicts or disagreements with your parents?
Grace Yes...

Wenjun: How does it happen?

Grace When a bunch of mothers gather together, they will most likely talk
about their children. Sometimes, the parents compare their kigendn front of
them. This kind of behaviour is really hurtful to the children. But our parents
believe it motivates us. Every time when | take part in an exam, my parents like
to ask me about my friends' scores. | don't think it is right to compare their
scores with mine. Even at home, | am always being compared with my sister in
all aspects. For example, | am taller than my sister, but | am fatter than her. |
hate being told to lose weight all the time. Just a few days ago, my parents and |
had a quarrel.They told me that one neighbour's son had a good academic
performance in the university, and then got the chance to study abroad. This
news was widespread in our community. The boy's parents were very proud of
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him, and other neighbours were very envioustbem. Then, my mother said
that if | can get the opportunity for further study, she would be very happy. | felt
so sad when | heard this, and | shouted that | hated being compared with others.
My parents are very stubborn (deep s)gthey always believéhat their words

are right. When they make some obvious mistakes, they hardly ever admit that
and never apologise to me. This was just the same. After the conflict, we lived
just the same way as before, like nothing happened.

The relationship between Gracand her parents is very typical in Chinese families.
Chinese families are often dominated by Confucian ideas, which mean a child has
obligations to the entire family. Chinese parents want their children to have a bright
future, not only for their childra's own good, but also for the honour they can bring

to the family. Grace's parents may feel they are losing face if their daughter is not
behaving well, and so they find some excellent model for Grace to follow. Grace
suffers a lot, then quarrslwith them. In this case, Grace adopted the competing
style first, but this did not work for her parents. Finally, all the family members
pretended that nothing had happened in order to maintain a harmonious
relationship.

When Grace talked about weigluss, | tri@ to discuss this interesting topic in detail.

A survey shows that most Chinese people believe losing weight is one of the best
ways to demonstrate their beauty and confidence in life (Wang, 2013). There are
many reasons why people particularly care abautight and often try to lose it. In
China, the aesthetic standards that slim people seem to be more beautiful hold a vital
position in most people's viewshen appreciating peoplalue to their appearance

(Sun et al., 2013). When we watch TV, there are weagy beautiful models, wearing
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beautiful dresses with their skinny bodies; this sends out the message that, if you are
skinny, you'll look gorgeous just like them.

Women are constantly trying to 'slim downrhe patriarchal standards mean that
women ignoe and become numbed to this phenomenon, lacking judgement and
critical consciousness, and objectively accepting and maintaining this standard.

This phenomenon is evident in the group interviewsth participants (Group

interview, October 2014).

Anna | just want to be thin. | lose weight because | want to be slim. It's popular
now. How ugly it is to be fat, even though my boyfriend always says | don't need
to lose weight. In fact, | know, he still likes skinny ghis exgirlfriends were

very skinny.... So, | quietly lost weight without telling him, and then gave him a
surprise.

Candy Let me give you an example of a successful diet. My cousin, after losing
weight, she became very beautiful, and then married my current brethdaw;

he is a rich mamow her life is very happy.

Anna Yes, | agree. | lost weight when | was a kid. Didn't you find out? At that
time, it was my mother who first found me fat, and then she began to control my
diet. Then | lost a little weight. If | gk getting fatter, | would have become a
little fat girl.

Grace | don't agree. | think as long as I'm healthy, why should | care so much
about my weight?

Daisy | think it's better to be thin. Nowadays, when you're looking for a job, the
skinny and beauful girls are more popular and find it easier to find a job. That's
what our schookisters are all like. For work and for ourselves, we need to lose
weight.

Emma:No one is forcing me to lose weight, but | want to stay slim, just to be
more perfect.

Daig/: Yeah, | would envy those models in magazines. Why do they have such a
good figure? My ideal body shape is thin and bony...

The culture of slenderness pervades the women particigahteking making them
feel it is right andcausing them to want taeshapethemselves according to the

requirements of the culture. For a long time, men have been dominant in society,
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and the definition ofa woman's body as a whole is defined from the perspective of
men in the ruling class (Song et al., 2000). Even ih smcopen and developed
modern society, men always hold the power of domination, and the development of
aesthetis and requirements for women's bodies follow the male vision (Dong, 2016).
After a long period of development, society has gradually producsth sdeas as
'young and beautiful girls are more popular with boyiseautiful girls are more likely

to find jobs, and so on. Therefore, a general conclusion is drawn: influenced by
traditional cultureandinfluenced by both parents and the media, womespecially
modern women, lose weight in order to please men; this demonstrates a lack of
selfawareness of women, a kind of behaviauhich submitsto traditional culture.
Grace was extremely disgusted with her father's requslke even expressed wtith

hate. However, she eventually chose to remain silent, with no real sense of
resistance. Individuals cannot contemdth the whole society, and thefluence of

the social environment on people is far beyond the individual's -catitrol.
Individual weight loss seems to be an individual behavigeople can make
independent choices, and can lose or not lose weight. However, in this society with
thin being representative of beauty, for a fat person or a person whose body does
not meet the requirements, the psychological pressure from the outside world is
often enormous even ifsomeonedoes not need to lose weight herself, she will be
forced to lose waght bysocial pressures

There is a generation gap between Chinese children and parents. Children are not
willing to tell their thoughts taheir parents. And, similarly, parents do not want to
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share their thoughts with their children. When it is necegdar the family to make a
vital decision, children are not allowed to express any opinions. They are just told the
final decisions (Zhang, 2009).

Many parents only care about their children's academic records, whether their
children can be admitted taenowned high schools or universities, and their
children's physical condition, etc., but they ignore the children's mental health,
thoughts and personalities (Zhong and Wu, 2007). However, what children really

need is precisely what they ignore.

Betty oncesaid to me:

My parents don't care about me! What they really care about is my school
record! When | go back home, my parents always dskyour homework
finished? How many points did you get in the exam? Other than that, they're not
interested in what kay.

Why did Betty say this? What was the relationship between her and her fhkeiylt
would be important to consider what Betty was going through in life for more specific

reasons (facao-face interview, Segember2014)

Betty: My father is the magr of our family and all the family members should
show him respect. As he is a very serious person, | have been afraid of him since
childhood. No matter what my father asked me to do, | never dared to say no.
When | was a pupil, most of the children myeagpuld watch cartoons and TV
series before they did their homework, but this was forbidden in my home. | was
required to do homework first and then go to bed directly. | still remember that
once lhit a problem with my mathematics homework and | asked fatier to

help me. But when he found the question was simple, he was very angry and he
criticised me as an idiot. | felt very sad because | was deeply hurt by him. | never
asked for his help when | had problems in my homework after that. Due to the
deep irfluence of my father, | became a very introverted person with an
inferiority complex and few friends, and it is difficult for me to change the status
quo. | am now 22 years old, but every time my father and | have conflicts, | have
no choice but to obey .
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Betty's family is another traditional Chinese family in that her father is the master of
the household. Chinese society puts great emphasis on hierarchy and filial piety,
which gives parents power over their children in family relations. The way Betty's
father treated her is a kind of domestic violence. The root cause of this problem is the
ideology of gender discrimination and the social power structure of patriarchy (Zhang
and Hummert, 2001; Zhang, 200Parents who have similaapproaches tdfamily
eRdzOl GA2Yy (2 .SGdeQa FFrOKSNJ ISySNIffe
children fail to meet their requirements, they scold at the leastd beat them at
worst. This kind of education modsubscribing to the opiniorspare the rod and
spoil the child, will graduallydistort the childs psychology and invisibly foria
distorted character (Zhai and Hu, 2015).

Whether Betty's story involves domestic violence or not, | think traditional family
culture provides a breeding ground for domestic violence. From the perspective of
the concept of thetraditional Chinese family, family ethics 'oéspect for seniority

and 'subordination of female to maldolerate the occurrence of this phenomenon.
There is a great disparity power between Betty and her father. This contrast, first

of all, shows the gap in status in family life. Influenced by the traditional Chinese
family culture of filial pietyfathers and elders are supreme and inviolable, always in
a dominant position, while the younger generation is always in a submissive and
lessdominant position. In Betty's family, this traditional culture has gone to
extremes,over-emphasising the status and authority of the elders, extending the gap
between father and daughter beyond its limits, leadingthe situationthat Betty's
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human rights in the family cannot be effectively guaranteed. At the same time, under
the strict restraint of the patriarchal family, children will show such behavioural
tendencies as obedience and caution. This severe restraint and cold family
relationship created Betty's low family status. When she began to develop herself,
her wishes and feelings wre often not respected and realised, resulting in
frustration, which, to a large extent, would affect her personality characteristics in
adulthood.

In addition, there are misunderstandinggmong Chinese parents in terms of
educationconcepts regarding thechildren:from a personal perspective, tH&chool
Record Rushand 'Score Ruslphenomenon leads most parents to believe that the
focus of education is on academic achievements (Peng, 2012); some of them are
keen on facesaving (Chen, 2013) and beligbat only children with high scores can
show how good and unique their education is; the success of a family education is
also determined by the child's academic record. A child is judged by their academic
record, test score determines everything. Frometiperspective of the whole family,
some parents want to change the family's destiny and pin their hopes on their
children. For them, the most important thing is to study hard, to be admitted to a
prestigious university, and some children even hold the eigi@ns of generations.
These parents believe that a child's academic record indicakesr future
development and destiny to some extent (Bian, 2005). Especially for children from

rural families like Betty, parents have infused their children with theaithat only
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through great academic achievements can they have a good future, as well as find a
good job and live a wetiff life.

In traditional Chinesstyle families, parents have absolute power to enforce
everything about their children (Gove et &012). For example, do parents ask for
advice from their children when it comes to their childi®mights? When there is a
dispute in the family, parents are always accustomed to makiegdecisions for

their children with the simple attitude 'l did it all for yod, no matter whatthe
reasons. The result of these behaviours is to stifle the child's democratic
consciousness and make them admit to a false sense that power can overcome
everything (Chen, 2006).

Parents are the closest to their childrerutBhe fact is that more and more children
R2y Q0 { NHza {itheyi deShbt MillingltoNsBaye (ihinnermost thoughts and
feelingswith them. Their independent consciousness and-aelareness begins to
strengthen andthey try to break away frontheir parents' restraint and discipline
(Hao and Du, 2011YVhen | interviewed my participants about the development of
moderntechnology such as the internet and mobile phones, | was deantiyrested

in the discussion of smartphone use as a means of breakiay.afs a smartphone is

so important, more and more students count on it a great deal; how to appropriately

use smartphones has been a hot issue in recent years.

NeverGiveUp: | am fond of fiddling with my iPhone, because it is an important

channel formy friends for me. We always share something interesting on the

WeChatnetwork, such as beautiful pictures, funny videos and short passages

with profound meaning and so on. | firmly believe that it can strengthen our

friendship through the communication dhe network. It feels that every day is

colourful and significant. Meanwhile, | enjoy playing mobile games, because |
163


http://www.baidu.com/link?url=z160C1fVyXrEU7w-BW4bnf_tRhrP8J-bKDl077Y7YwSFZ7RQHItXiUu0m3zo3g7O2fa0usnORRwoTXjhwKQUZSGTV7HC7afLfP9jt8aVSQ8oUSpk84kf4PGuOWuiCqkLfRSKcRq5sN61QrqVLyIvrVF3EXCo8JFEv4k7jrC-wRu
http://www.baidu.com/link?url=z160C1fVyXrEU7w-BW4bnf_tRhrP8J-bKDl077Y7YwSFZ7RQHItXiUu0m3zo3g7O2fa0usnORRwoTXjhwKQUZSGTV7HC7afLfP9jt8aVSQ8oUSpk84kf4PGuOWuiCqkLfRSKcRq5sN61QrqVLyIvrVF3EXCo8JFEv4k7jrC-wRu

always forget the annoyances when | play. My mum is opposed to my
phoneplaying habits. At first, she tried to persuade me, then, sheabecmore

and more angry. Finally, she expropriated my iPhone. | became so depressed
that 1 argued with her as she had cut off contact with my friends. More
important, | was unable to understand why she didn't respect me (WeChat
interview October, 2016)

The younger generation desire their parehtsderstandingand want themto know

their thoughts, interests and emotions, so as to understand and support their choices
and pursuits. Unfortunately, many parents don't understaftiey only care about
their chidren's routine life and school records, but don't understand their rich inner
world. Once upon a time, parents peeped into their children's diaries or letters,
eavesdropped on their children's phone calls, checked out their smartphones, and
spied on themin all respects(Zhai and Hu, 2015). From their childhood, parents are
in charge of everything, taking full control of their children's lives. | woneit
possible thatsuch a family life leaweno lasting damage on the children's minds?
Why do Chinesparents distrust their children so much?

In this case, NeveBiveUp's mum expropriated her mobile since she believed her
daughter wasted a lot of time on it every day. Then, a conflict eruptad a
NeverGive Up argued with her mum. This is, however, extreme solution, but the
lesson is indeed thoughdrovoking.Thisis a kind of possession by parents. Given
their rights, parents can effectivelgrder their children aboutand dictate their
actions.

Considering NeveGiveUp's current situation, she uently needs to contact the
outside world through her mobile phone to get information about LGBT groups. A

survey (Lv et al., 2010) on the mental health of L@8dple showed that 67% of
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them felt 'very lonely and 63% felt quite depressed. More than half of LGBT people
have felt painfully and seriously affected in their lives and work becausestfeayot
understood. Although people are more tolerant than before, the influence of
traditional factors cannot be adicated overnight. For LGBT groups, they also need
social interaction and social identity. Before the advent of the internet and
smartphones, despite the growing diversity of mass media reporting LGBT content,
LGBT groups were only the subject of disarsg¢bun, 2012)Traditional mass media

in China seldom pays attention to the rdales of LGBT groups, and they seldom
express their inner thoughts to society. The development of the internet and the
emergence of smartphones hd&gcome an extremelymportant channel for LGBT
groups to obtain and publish relevant information. A study on LGBT media voice
rights (Yu, 2016) shows that 88.6% of participants use computers, mobile phones and
other network media to obtain LGBT information. Through smartphones, TLGB
groups can choose to disseminate personal or group information anonymously or
using real names, and have the most direct anddepth interpersonal
communication witha vast number of netizens.

NeverGiveUp's mother is very resolute in her attitude, g0 speak,and totally
unconcerned. This also reflects the traditional thinking of Chinese familesnts
always hope that their children will carry on the family line. Parents are often one of
the biggest obstacles to LGBT groups. It is totally unaabépfor many parents that
LGB fail to fulfil their expectations of continuity of the family line, and even form
LGBT familiesAccording to a survey (Lv et al.,2010), when parents know that their
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children are LGBT, nearly 70% of them will feel disgraaedoyed, or disappointed
with their children, and even have the idea of breaking off the relationship.
NeverGiveUp once told to me,My parents were very resolute in their opposition.
She didn't understand me at all. She even thought | hatkatal illness and took me

to a psychiatrist. LGBT groupgace many difficulties in current society. Family
acceptance can enable them to live freely; luckily, the attitudes of N&weeUp's
mother havebegun to changeand thiswill bediscussedurther in the LGBT chapter.
Since the reform and opening dpChina's economy, politics, culture, society and
other fieldshave beendeveloping rapidly. The living and development environment
of the parents of the previous generation are different fronose of the children of
the next generation, which leads to great differences in knowledge, experience,

values and lifestyle:

The new egneration of young people is obviously more competitive and
risk-conscious, adventurous and innovative than the previous generation. They are
able to respond quickly to social changes, while the previous generation of parents
is accustomed to living in theaditional environment and cannot adapt quickly to
the changed society (Chen, 2010, p.24).

The emergence of divergences between parents and children has dramatic effects on

children's development and socialisation.

2. Families and Marriage

In the Chines family, married life is another one of the important embodiments of

traditional culture and one of the most vital things during one's lifetdmms of

5 The Chinese economic reform (known as reform and openp)gefers to the programme of economic reforms
termed "Socialism with Chinese characteristics" and "socialist market econanayStarted in December 1978
(Brandt,2008).
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traditional Chinese values (Liang et al., 2014). In Chinese society, marriage is not just
a personal ting, but it is related to the couple's families, morality and reputation as
well as responsibility (Chen, 2007). The couplesawmnbuild a harmonious union,
sometimes requiring them to abandon their own desires. In a Chinese family,
members learn to tolaate, to forgive, to adapt to others, which can be seen as a
huge burden, making modern young people frightereéanarriage Also, the cost of
marriage is beyondnany families' meangTian, 2008; Zhao, 2010). Traditionally,
marriage in China was basicallgtablished through parents, relatives or friends'
introductions. Even in the late 1970s, people could not accept free love, so that the
problem of love and marriage rarely attracted attention (He, 2018). As the social
environment changed, people's attitudeowards love and marriaggecamemore

and more openAt different times, young people hold different values. In the present
day, age, height, education degree, profession, appearance, health condition and
love experience have become the standards (CB6eA1).

Therefore, what are the parent's attitudes towards their children's love (marriage),
how do family structure and parents' attitudes impact on young wolsenarriage
attitudes?

Referring to marriage attitudes, when it comes to students in Chinatrmabthem

use implicit words to talk with their parents about their romantic relationship. Just
one participant mentioned that they believed in their parents unconditionally.
'Parents are experienced and won't hurt their chilEmmasaid 'If parents think
something is wrong, it must be inappropridt&he added;l trust my mom. It is she
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who has bought me up from a baby girl. She cares for me, loves me, and respects
every choice | make.
There are also some conflicts between parents and dmldn the selection of a

suitable mate.

Betty: Stability is important for my parents. A house and car must be the first
considerable condition for them. To be fair, a house is a necessity for living. But
more Chinese relatives and neighbours care abouketivbr others buy an
apartment and how large it is, and whether others buy a car and how much
money it costs. They are too superficial. For me, feelings are important.

At the same time, she mentionetiat she would obey her parent$ they arranged

for herto meet someone, so that she cowdve face foher parents with the aim of
securing a harmoniouselationship with them Harmony is the ultimate goal of
Chinese communication. It igrobably becausébuilding good relations and face
saving Each member fosociety endeavours to develop and maintain a harmonious
relationship through establishing relatiships and mutual dependence. What's
more, mutual dependency requires people to save facaHemselvesand earn face
for others (Goffman, 1955; Chen, 2013)

The ancient Chinese marriage system stressed ttmsvmarriage was decided by the
command of parents and words of a-getween and the marriage of the children
was dominated by the parents. With people's unremitting efforts and the overthrow
of feudal rule, freedom emerged in China, love and marriage begatecome
independence, and free love suddenly became mainstréammarriage (Dong and
Yao, 2011). However, with the rapid development of information technology,

people's freedom in marriage and loiegradually declining at present. Many young
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people who have reached marriageable age have not faulifé partner for various
reasons for example, stressful work and small social circles (Zhang, 2016). However,
parents who have been influenced by tradnal ideas are eager to hope that their
children can find their other half and live a happy life. So, they begin to intervene in
their children's marriage and love life, asfyquestionsaboutwhen they are going to
marry, who, how, etc., in order to genvolved. In today's society, marriage is no
longer about being deeply attracted and attached to each other, and many marriages

are marriage for marriage sake.

NeverGiveUp: My mother thinks that girls dohneed to be hard to please and
too excellent If | don't marry before'in 30 years old, there must be something
wrong with me.

In recent years,'leftover woment have aroused widespread concern in China.
Although there is not a distinct definition deftover women, generally speaking,
pretty unmarried women witha high educational background, high income and high
IQ, and aged over 30 years old, are called leftavomen. The termleftover women

is derogatoryimplying that since no one is marrying them, they are in some sense
abnormal It seems that they are aliens out of the normal orbit of lifgnce
industrialisation, peopls age at first marriagbasincreased generally in the early
industrialised countries (Wang, 2010). With the development of urbanisation in China

and the increasén years of education, people will inevitably delay marriage.

NeverGiveUp: | am a single girl. | am not alone and | am wobng for my
choices. One can be happy without a man, and we shouldn't be punished for our
choices in life when we have not wronged others. | am opposed to the term
'leftover woman', the idea thateftover women' need to try harder.
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The concept ofleftover women is the result of the definitionn male discourse. The
public still evaluates women according to male standards. Older unmarried women
who do not conform to the aesthetic standards of md@minated society are
defined asleftover women. The'leftover is a woman selected by the subject as the
object (Fincher, 2014). Women who are independent,-seiffident and unwilling to
depend on marriage or men and choose to be single voluntarily are also put in an
objectified positim. The main point of postmoderfieminism is to emphasise
women's selfawareness and their subjectivity; reconstruct female subjectivity; stress
the concept of equality between men and women based on gender diffesgnce
advocate full cooperation with men and establish a harmonious partnership in order
to achieve the liberation of women (Nicholson, 1989; Aronson, 2003). The emergence
of ‘'leftover women reflects the contradictions and conflicts between
seltconsciousnesthat women arewaking up toand the traditional concepts of love
and marriage in postmodern society (Feng and Li, 2011).

Due to the influence of the traditional marriage concept (a man should get married
on coming of age, and so should a girl), unmariesnen above the average age for
marriage suffer enormous pressure from family and relatives. Many parents expect
them to compete with men; therefore, they have to face high academic and career
expectations. But, when they get older and excel in their carethey are still
expected to fulfil family duties to get married, bear a child and oversee a household.
'My parents had very high expectations of me when | was little. They said | should
compete with boys. Now they always say nobody is going to nmeyecause I'm
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too competitivé, saysFiong who used to be a bank clerk and was recently promoted
in a local trading companyThat is very confusing and contradicts what they taught
me.

Her parents were not happy about her promotion. In fact, she feltigieted. They
suggested the biggest reason for promotion was the féhett she is unmarried,
convincing her boss that she would spend more time on work than her peers, who
are mostly switching their focus to familfe.

‘It was heartbreaking to hear thisom my parents, Fionasays 'l understand their
concerns, but they undervalue me and consider my work capability to be zero. That's
not comforting when | face other work obstacles.

In a culture like China's, where mainstream society continues to attpeat
importance to establishing a family, most people would expect women to marry
early, and, more importantly, to give birth to a child to carry on the family name, Li

Yinhe, a renowned sexologist, says:

The appearance dfeftover women in China undobtedly breaks the traditional
concept of marriage to a certain extent. Although the-csdled "leftover
woman" itself reflects the disregard of the subjectivity of women in patriarchal
society, the emergence of higfuality unmarried urban women also illuates

the awakening of their subject consciousness. (Li, 20@53)p

Chinese parents have a strong desioecontrol their children, and they would do
anything for them. Therefore, they hold high hopes for their children. However, it is
paramount to lean to return the children's lives to themselves. In fact, children's
needs are simplenamely, they do not want their parents to make any decisions for

them, including marriage.
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The concept ofleftover women has been constructed by mateminated culture.
However, with the change the times and the progress of society, more and more
members of society show tolerance and pluralismthe postmodern spirit (Yang,
2004). Postmodern feminism advocates that we should reconstruct the female
subject based on the real experience of women themselves, and arouse the
seltawareness and subjectiveomsciousness olvomen as complete human beings
(Hekman, 1991). The phenomenon'leftover women occurs under the background

of urbanisation and industrialisation, which reflects that women are ridding
themselves of the dependency on meheftover womenh generally have a higher
education and are economically independent. Therefore, they have relatively
independent personalities (Leung, 2003). They are reluctant to accept the traditional
concept of marriage decidedpon by their parents. They do not wanbtregard
marriage as the sole goal of their lives. They hope to choose their preferred lifestyle

based on their own wiill.

| think appearance i©Kas long as it pleases the eye. My boyfriend is only a
junior college student, but | do not care. His chaesas good, motivated, and

his ability is also very strong. He is always working hard and, although he has no
money, | firmly believe that our life will get better and bett€andy.

Modern women's social and economic status has been improved unprecetlgnte
they are both economically andentallymore independent than traditional women,
which means more and more women no longer need to rely on marriage to obtain
security, thus reducing women's dependence on men and marriage, so that they

have more and me freedom of choice (Liu, 2011). More and more women like
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Fiona and Candy are paying more attention to maintairarggh quality of life and

are unwilling to tie themselves down with marriage and children. This is also in line
with the fact that postmoden feminism no longer pursues a fixed and unified
standard, but begins with the basis of gender differences to seek equality in
differences, highlights individuality and independence in equality, and enables
women to find the most suitable of many differeroutesin the process of becoming
women, which is in line with the current social development trend (Yang, 2004).

The concept of love and marriage stems from the ethical culture of traditional
society, and the unspoken rules stemming from people's fgslithat'men enjoy
higher status than womeén New women, with higher education, decent jobs, and
high emotional demands, have their own good conditions that give thenchiamce

of independence and access to better situations. They do not need to be depend
on others, or change their economic situation and escape from intense social

competition through marriage.

3. Family and Leaving China

In recent years, with the improvemeim people's living standards, the development

of education and policy relaxation, more and more parents have been choosing to
send their children abroad for education. According to the statistics of the Ministry of
Education, the total number of Chinese stutle studying abroad in 2013 was
413,900, an increase of 3.58% compared to 2012 (Qiao, 2016). Why do so many

parents choose to send their children abroad to study? What are the problgths
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China's current educatiosysten®? Is the current content of edudan not sufficient
to meet the needs of students and parents? These are questions that deserve our

deep consideration.

Studying in England was definitely one of the turning points of my life, and | am
really grateful that my parents gave their support t@nMy 'new life' began on
the 4th of July, 2009. Everything seemed very difficult at first, especially with my
language barriers. Language was a big barrier. | could not understand the
lecturer well | had to work ten times harder to understand the academi
literature. To be honest that was when | realised how little my knowledge was.
And yes, | did cryn fact | have cried a lot. However, | understood thhtad to
overcome these difficulties and now | am proud to say that | have the ability to
fit and setle in my current situation and have made an amazing group of friends.
--------- Wenjun's diary

According to the Ministry of Education, China sent 540,000 students to study abroad
in 2016, and the trend is increasing (National Bureau of Statistics of China, 2017).
Chinese students have been the biggest group of foreign nationals at UK universities
for several years (Miao et al., 2018). With the development of China's economy and
society, the more prosperoupost-70s and'post80s have become the main drivers

of Chinese parents, and moresourcesand energy have been devoted to children's
education When faced with a variety of educational resources, people appear to
have many choiceghey are mentioned in the listStudy examination, scores, the
upsurge of studying abroad, the upsurge of housing in school districts, and the
upsurge of extrecurricular tutoring classes. Chinese parents who have the advantage
of a good education and income want their children to have the freedom to learn and
the freedom to choose (Yang and He, 2014), but how many schools can meet this

need in reality? Chinese parentvant their children to be rid of the educational
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model that is based on their academic performance, but how can they get rid of the
educational model baskon the results of the gaokad®hat are their motives for
doing this? What facts would they taketanconsideration in sending their children

abroad?

The Motivationfor Studying Abroad

With the popularisation and internationalisation of higher education in China,
studying abroad has been increasingly accepted by students and parents, and has
become the pursuit and drearfor many university students. Studying abroad has
become one of thethree main choices for graduates on a parallel basis with
employment and postgraduate study. According to statistics, since 2011, China has
ranked first in the world in terms of the number of students studying abroad, and is
currently the world's largestairce of foreign students (Shan and Zhou, 2015).
However, to study abroad involves a lotadsts in terms of monegnd energy so,

what s the attraction of study abroad for students and parents?
| Hope My (ildren Will Receive aBetter Education

Nowadays many parents are also changing their attitudes. They do not want their

children to bear so much pressure and put all their energies into traditional studying
(Yang and He, 2014). Therefore, parents prefer to trust foreign educational methods
and conceptgWang and Liu, 2014).

The popularity of higher education has greatly expanded university education, giving
more opportunities to those who want to learn, but blind expansion has led to a
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severe reduction in the standard of university education (Li, 2036me National

Key Universities aim aBuilding WorldClass Universitieghe admission criteria are

set very high in advance and, no matter whether they have reached the international
advanced education level, many students fail to enter key univessitieChina, but

do successfully apply to famous universities abroad (Zhang, 2007). Therefore, parents
tend to agree with foreign educational ideas and resources, hotheg children can

learn in a better teaching environment. In China, gaokao is onéhefimportant
indicators to measure studerituture development. More and more students who

fail in the gaokao choose to study abroad (Liu et al., 2014), and parents are more
willing to do their best to send their children abroad for education. Parents als
believe that, instead of spending four years on a regular undergraduate course and
facing difficulties in getting a job after graduation, they might as well spend more

money on studying abroad and at least learn a foreign language (Liu, 2016).

Chinese Paents' Conformity

Many students and their parents lack a correct and objective understanding of
studying abroad, and are influenced, encouraged and compared by the people
around them. Chinese parents, in particular,vhaalways had the mentality of
‘expecting their children to becomdragors (be successfill (Zhai and Hu, 2015;
Peng, 2012). Parents hope that their children's academic level and future life can be
at a higher level. They hope that their children can change fifeicoursethrough
knowledge, and then glorify their whole family. At the same time, the success of

children can become the object of parehtsomparison. This kind of comparison
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mentality, though inappropriate, is deeply rooted in human nature, so parents always
want their chibdren to be the best. Because Chinese society attaches great
importance to'returned student§ parents hope to make their children stand out and
achieve their expectations this way (Miao et al., 2018, p.20).

What are the benefis of studying abroadq{Groupinterview in September 2014nd

WeChatinterview in August 2017)

Wenjun: | think the reason why | decided to study abroad without hesitation was
not that 1 knew what | wanted, but that | knew what | didn't want. Perhaps
foreign countries are not as good@ aany people think. But at least I'm going to
see a bigger world, a bigger territory, insteadsifidle asthe frogin awell'.

Sq what do you think of studying abroad?

Anna | have a relative who told me that she is going to send her daughter to a
high school in the UK for British education. The relative said that most of the
students in her daughter's private school had good finarelsburces and many
parents began to mpare for studying abroad when their children were in
primary school. Since almost all the children's classmates go abroad to study, she
would be very sorry for her daughter if sH&in't send her to a foreign school.
Emma That's right. My mother's collgae's daughter was sent to England to
study in her second year of primary school.

Candy A colleague of my father encouraged his daughter to study in Australia in
order to escape the severe gaokddheard that he had a good business friend
who settled there and could act as guardienhis daughter. He felt that he did
not have the opportunity to study abroad when he was young. Now that the
conditions are good, he must send his daughter to studpadh. He thought it
would be a good idea to send his daughter abroad to study to broaden her
horizons in that environment, even if she didtearn anything, and she was
taken care of by someone. However, his daughter felt that her father had no
confidencein her, that he was not sure whether his daughter would be able to
enter a famous university, so he decided to let her go abroad. This is an escape
from the gaokao.

In China, studying abroad is the children's dream, but also the parents' expectation.
Whether in primary school, middle school or university, parents send their children

abroad to study by various means. A few decades ago, it was not easy for Chinese
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students to study abroad. But now, studying abroad has become more and more
common. In fact, testudy abroad is to study in another place. The only difference is

that the placeof study is abroad, even further away from home.

As far as | know, many parents send their children abroad to study, mainly
considering the advantages of local education, Itresare and pension, to
prepare for future immigration. Some families adopt the strategy of letting their
children go abroad to study, waiting for the right tinfer the student to
emigrate atfirst, and thenfor the other family memberdo emigrate Workes

with higher education qualifications are more likely to successfully apply for
permanent residence. In this process, students move from school to society and
gradually integrate into the local society. However, with the change of
immigration policies invarious countries, this approach is full of many
unknowns.

......... Wenjun's diary

Wenjun: Have you heard that Emma will study abroad after graduation next
year?(Group interview, September 20bhdWeChatinterview, August 2017)

Daisy Yeah.

Wenjun: What do you think of her choice?

Daisy | kind of support her.

Wenjun: Why?

Daisy For me, the most important reason is that, after graduation, she will have
a good chance to migrate to the country fatbetter living environment, better
freedom, democracy and human rights. She doesn't need to worry about the
food quality, environmerdl pollution and the management of theuthorities
Wenjun: What's the biggest obstacle to studying abroad do you think?

Emma It can be a frustrating and sometimes painful experience going to study in
a foreign country, with its different language and culture.

At the beginning of my study, many participants were reluctant to talk about the
topic of politics and democracy in ¢hinterviews. However, they then began to
discuss democracy and freedom, which greatly surprised me. What was the reason
for them to make such a change?

From primary school to university, it is all about the glorious deeds of the Communist

Party of China in the textbooksn ideological and ethical education, history and
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Chinese. We are forced to accept and recite some of the principles and state policies
formulated by the Party. Teachers never let us have a lively debate, and no one has
ever questioned its correctness. The words in those books are like a carefully
embellished great truth that are full of officiadpinion, which really makes it
impossible fo the students to refute and think aboutt

Even if some students have different views on it, they will not expitess at first,

but will think about what kind of rhetoric they can use so as to enable their words to
be consistent with the great trutmiall the related textbooks, because they are afraid

of being laughed at, and they may think their ideas are totally unreasonable as a
result. This leads to amteresting result, and we have gradually developed such a
psychology that state affairs are sain and sacred, and the principles formulated by
the Party are irrefutable.

All these state affairs are not something that ordinary young people have the right to
talk about and refute. Only those people in power who have a high position in society
and ae old enough are qualified to talk aboutaan do this Young people are only
entitled to be fully aware of the spirit of these state affairs. From the moment we
enter school and start our learning, from primary school to university, we are rarely
actively involved in political discussions, and young people are reluctant to talk
openly about their ideas, especially their dissent in politics. Although most young
people are dissatisfied with the system, they are helpless. Although they are not
willing to be institutionalised, the benefits of institutionalisation are often quite
tempting, so what they can do is to adapt to the system.
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However, when these young people start to express their concerns about food
safety, environmental pollution and government fuiloms today, it is really
heartening. These young people, who were born in the {8@ and pos©0s, are
beginning to have a comprehensive understanding of society and have the courage to
express their views. They have begun to pay attention to issuest al@onocracy and
livelihood, which are closely related to themselves, because they want to improve
their living conditions and quality of life, and it also indicates that these young people
are constantly improving their subjective consciousness.

Emma is avery optimistic person, she told me she likes to meet with many new
friends so that she can get to know different places and cultures. | still remember
that, when | interviewed her for # first time in 2014, she sai:want to go abroad

to study afteruniversitygraduation’

Wenjun: What's your aim to study abroad?

Emma For young people, we have lots of dreams. My dream is to broaden my
mind, to see different cultures. Also, | hope to learn more experiences to bring
some excitement to my life.

Wenjun: Do your parents support you to study abroad?

Emma My parents suppdr me to study abroad very mucghespecially, my
mother. She doesn't think I'm suited for the Chinese education systshre
hopes | can do the things | like. Although | am the only child in my family, | would
like myself to be independent.

Even now, | canfiorget a messageshichEmma sent to me on the first day she came

to the UK(sent on 25 September, 2015

Emma When | told my parents how delicious English milk was, they thought it
was absolutely right to send me out.
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Send the children away, not necesbarbecause of theacceptanceof the native
country, but because of dissatisfaction with the motherland. As an international
student, | have been in England for more than nine years, and | realised the true
meaning of these words. When a generation cahdmge themselves and the world
around them, they want their children to go to a better place (Li, 2016). On the other
hand, Chinese parents use all available resources for their children's training and
education (Liu, 2016; Miao et al., 2018). The reasosimple:only inthis way, can
their offspring continue to make progress towards a better life. In fact, the purpose is
simple: let children grow up without relying on relationshiggting according to
authority's ideas, and livingith various constraits and helplessness. When parents
find that their children's future development track is still likely to be examination,
study, graduation, work and unemployment, they begin to seek a better living
environment for them.

Since the Chinese economy and pe&dplliving standards have been constantly
improved, Chinese families havgained sufficient energy and resourcés be
invested in the education of their children, and Chinese parents have begun to have a
consensus on increasing their investment in edwrati

In China, parents are willing to invest maneout-of-school tutoring expenses since,
from the time their children start to study in primary school until they go to
university,no parents are willing to let their children be left behind at the starting
line. However, theras a series of problems, e.ghildren have to do homework every
day until midnight, take part in all kinds ofteresting hobbiesattend the tutoring
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clases and socialactivities therefore, children are tired, and the adults' energy is
drained as well. Many weleducated parents who are fully aware of the domest
educational environment havgradually come to consider that it is not a wise choice
to adhere to theeducationalconcept of puraiing the single goal of high scores.
However, they are still anxious about how to choose the right path for their children.
The younger generation of parents are also very worried when they are facing such a
situation, so that they begin to accept the drsdication of educational concepts, but
they have no alternative choices in reality. They are always thinking about whether
they should respect the free nature of their children, or help their children to adapt
to the tough competition in society. Therefe, Chinese parents began to consider
changing theiconcept ofeducation, because they did not want their children to bear
so much pressure and put all their energy into acquiring knowléage textbooks.
Therefore, parents began to slowly accept and age foreign education methods
and ideas. They thought studying abroaduld improve their childrers English
language ability, and enable them to have an international educatibackground

and expand their horizons, and enhance their independence angtadgity. So,
studying abroad, and then standing aatterms of language and experient@®came

the first choice for middlelass families with financial resources.

Better Employment Opportunities for Children in the Future

Graduation from wetknown unversities is an important condition for graduates to
have better careers and job opportunities. Nowadays, with the increasing number of

university graduates in China, the presstdioe employment is also increasing. The
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difficulties of work and employmentdve become a real problem that troubles
parents and children. In recent years, thiate has adopted some special preferential
and encouraging policies for returnees, while continuously opening up the market
and introducing various preferential policieshid has led to a growing enthusiasm
among some parents to encourage their children to study abroad, and for young
people to do so. People have gradually come to realise that degrees abroad are more
valuable; to start a career, you must study abroad fif$terefore, more parents will
choose to send their children abroad for further study, hoping to make them more
competitive in employment after returning home, amwdth an increasel hope for

their children's future living standards and quality of life.

Emmacomes from a civil servant family. Her parents are \wdlicated, have stable
jobs and a strong economic foundation. Some scholars believe that the educational
level of parents is positively correlated with family income and professional status
(Wang andLiu, 2014). According to Pearlin and Kohn (1966), people's class and their
work experience not only affect their personality orientation and valuag, the
personality orientations and values shaped by these work experiences will also be
brought into thefamily and passed on to the children, thereby affecting their values
and behavioursParentsin the civil servicdnaveoften receivel good education, have

a higher educational background and are influenced by their professional status and
living environmen They have the ability andiish to send their children abroad to

study.
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Now, five years later, Emma has returned from abroad and become an English trainer
in an overseas education agen¥ye keep in touch with each other througheChat

and | still remerber when we talked about her experience studying at Leeds
University. She mentioned that, on the university campus, the foreign students were
not alone in having come from far away. She encountered many others from
overseas and made friends from all arouhé world.

We talked about her experiences in the UKWeChatwhen she returned to China

2017 She summarised her life experience of studying abroad:

Every foreign student is like a book. Every woman student is becoming strong:
from incompetence to ompetent; from depending on family for everything to
dealing with everything by herself; from simplicity to sophistication without
going beyond the principles; whether you are walking on this road or have
already passed through it, you have varying degraesetamorphosis. | think
studying abroad is to study hard practically. No one will care more about you
because of who you are.

In the postmodern context, it is an inevitable trend to refer to and integrate Chinese
feminisminto postmodernism. Postmodersiin breaks the restrictiaof traditional
thought and enables people, especially young women, to have a wider horizon. At
present, Chinese women have shifted from the goal of striving for independent
status, gender liberation and equal rights to not onlgh&ving formal equality
between men and women, but also achieving substantive equality between men and
women, thusvery actively promoting the participation of women in social life. At the
same time, because women arereasinghhighlyskilledandeducaded, and they
also constantly improve their ability to think independently, they will have higher

requirements for themselves and their futufizes They think thatstudying abroad
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can broaden their horizons and allow them to obtain advanced culturalsidea
Therefore, they start looking for an independent state of existenbey have
practical life plans and ideals and pursuits other than those attached to the family.
Studying abroadalso lays the foundation for them to pursue independence and
freedom.

It must be noted that most families in China are salaried. Although they have the will
to send their children abroad to study, not every family k@ financial resources

Of the many participants, only Emma chose to study abroad, which means that the
financial circumstancef the family is still an important factor affecting study
abroad.

In short, it is understandable that parents expect their children to be successful, but |
think parents should realise that studying abroad only represents an increasing
chance for everyone to receive education. For every student and family planning to
study abroad, the experience of studying abroad has become more and more
common. It is no longer the key to job hunting afudure success. Parents should
adopt a more ratnal attitude and make a full assessment of their expectations of
their children and their own conditions, so as to choose the most appropratte

for education

4. Family and Employment

In the process of children's growth, parents impose on them mand anore

challengingexpectations and make greater investment. Students' choice of major,
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motivation to study and direction of employment are influenced by many family
factors, such as parents' expectations, family environment and so on (Kuang, 2007).
My study showsthat parents' recognition of their children's employment, going to
school and going abroad and their expectations of future employment competition
have an important impact on their children's attitude towards choosing jobs. With
the transformdion of Chinese higher education frorelite education to 'mass
education, the difficulty of employment has become an increasingly prominent social
problem (Xian and Guan, 2010). The employment problem of university graduates
has become a hot social igssuwhich has attracted widespread social attention. In
China, graduate employment is not only a choice of career, but alsmatter of
family choice (Feng and Ye, 2008). Among the many factors that cause the
phenomenon of'employment difficulty, is the increasingly prominentnfluence of
family factos. In particular family values, parents' occupation and education level,
family economic level and family social relations have more and more influence on
graduates' career choice (He, 2008).

With the develoment of the social economy and the emergence of new
occupations, the concept of employmeaimongyoung people is changing/henjob
hunting, some people are pursuing challenges, do not like stability and traditional
occupations, and the differensén the concept ofemployment between parents and
young peopleis also growing. So, what exactly is the employment gap between
young people and their parents? Why do such differences e@ig€Chatinterview,
August 2017)
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Betty: | asked my parents what a good job is. They told me that high income is an
important consideration. However, if there is a gap between high income and
stability, theywould choose stability. In the minds of parents, the child has to
find a job with stability. A job, even if it pays more than 10,000 yuan a month
(socalled high salary), if the job is unstable and may end in a few months,
parentswould feel that the job is unriable. If it's another job, and the salary is
only 3,000 yuan (soalled low salary), as long as they have a stable income, they
prefer to choose it.

Betty adds: My parents always think that, after graduation, | should find a job as
soon as possible. Afte find a job, | should make money for a down payment on
an apartment, then date somebody, get married, carry on the family line and
give birth to their grandchildren as soon as possible.

Betty from Jiangxi was a student majoring in computer applicaterhriology at
Tianjin Normal University. She admitted that her parents did not support her choice
of profession, and that she and her parents had a big disagreement over it. Her
parents think that a good marriage is better than a good job. Even if she wants
work, their greatest hope is that she can find a stable and undemandindBetty
becamea middle school teacher in her hometown after graduati®ecently she
rejected the idea of blind date arranged by her parenésd she told me shevould
prefer to find love herself instead of listening her parents with regard tothe
arrangement.

For parents, the most fundamental measure of stabilitgasto be unemployed. The
expectation of many Chinese parents for their children is that everything will go
ahead steadily, step by step, and they will lead a stable life.

With the improvement of education and the emergence of various new occupations,
young people are moreommonlypursuing challenges in jetunting, they do not

like stable and traditional oc@ations, and the difference between parents'
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employment view and that of the next generation is also growffaxeto-face

interview, October 2014 an&VeChatinterview, August 2017)

Fiona My parents always wanted me to be a bank clerk. They dbimik there

will be any payback in this job. And | won't be laid off. As long as | abide by the
law and discipline, | can usually stay in the company for a lifetime and get a high
salary after retirement. After graduation, | became a bank clerk at my psiren
request, but then | found out that | spent my whole day doing the same boring
work for a poor salary. | am tired of doing that boring work. | hope to find a job
that is pleasant, fagpaced and has room for improvement.

After two years of work, Fionaoned to a trading company as a sales manager. She
was satisfied with her choice, and felt that she had been rewarded for showing her
value to the maximum extent. However, her parents think that she should find a
suitable boyfriend and marry as soon as pbles This sales job is not suitable for a
girl; they consider it unstableHer parents are worried and anxious about Fiona's

future.

A large proportion of graduates do not want to stay at home all their lives. Many of
them are eager to go to other places even to big cities like Beijing, Shanghai,
Guangzhouwor Shenzhen to find opportunities. But almost all parents all over the
world want their children to be around when they are looking for g jble thinkit's
better to work near home. For this reasgmarents can even usmily connections

to arrange work for their children. In some cases, efforts have been made to disrupt
their children's job opportunities in remote plag@nd even to cause conflicts with

their children.

Daisy My hometown is Lanxga beautiful town in Zhejiang Province. Although

my hometown is beautiful, | would prefer to work in big cities after graduation,

but my parents think that | should find a stable job in my hometown and stay
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with them. I'm actually quite contradictory and dd know how to choose.
(October 2014)

At the first interview session with Daisy, she revealed that she wanted to work in
Shanghai after graduation. Despite the obstacles from fanily, her parents'
opinions did not change her mind. In the following inview, | learned that, after
graduating from university, she found a job in a financial institution in Shanghai.
Although she was busy with her work and was under great pressure, she was very
happy. After two years of work, she moved to a foreign bank, laedsalary and
position improved significantly. But her parents always ask her to go back to work in

her hometown and get a boyfriermhd marry as soon as possible.

Daisy My father is an ordinary worker. My mother takes care of everything at
home and als needs to work in the fields. My family does not have any good
social relations and resources to help me find a satisfactory job in my hometown.
If 1 go back, | have to start from scratch. Is it still unknown whether | caschrea
the present living standal Why should | go backRAggust 2017)

As children, do we feel indescribable pressatwout everything thatour parents
bring to us? So, do parents really understand why their children leave their
hometown?

If children really get into a good universithe ideal school, as their parents expect,
their parents are happy and the children are happy also. They feel that they have
finally met everyone's expectations; they can finally take a break and relax. But time
passes quickly. As soon as they have grastljathe familiar and intense pressure
immediatelyincreases agailWhy?This is becausef employment. Because it's really
not easy to find a good job. Why do so many graduates leave their hometown to find

work? Part of the reason, of course, is that they'found a professional work
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situation inanother place or they really lika particularjob. Many people still choose
to move around the worldvithout finding a suitable job. They are unwilling to come

back to their home to find a job. Why?

Daisy Because, in other places, at least | can relax. Although there is pressure in
other places, at least it won't make me breathless. In my hometown, | will find
many of my classmates. Even those who abandoned school in junior high have a
stable job or a conderable income already. Because they started work early,
many people are also good at social relasibips. In this context, of course, |
would rather work somewhere else than go back and comgargself] with

them. I'm even worse than them. It's a disgeato me and my family August

2017)

When | was conducting an interviewn the theme of employment, | once asked my
interviewees what was the best job for them, and the vast majority of people
answered:'My dream job is one with a high income, good promotprospects, and

not far away from homeé.But, for them, the'home here does not refer to thie
hometown, or the place where thegrew up in the company of their parents. It
refers to the place where they live now, perhaps the house they rent, or thesdno
where theyspendall their savings before they make a dopayment on a house.

Few graduates from rural or small cities choose to go back to work in their
hometown. Why is thisAre they unfilial? Of course not, otherwise, they would not
travel back to their hometown from a great distance every year to celebrate Chinese
New Year togeer with their parents. So, what caustgs phenomenof? First of all,
they are hoping to get better work opportunities and developmamiatform. Young
people have dreams and ambitismelating to the prosperity of the city, so they

generally choose tastay in big cities after they graduate from university. They don't
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want to go back to their hometown, take an exambecomea civil servant ofor an
institution, or ask their parents to help them find a job and accept such a life when
they see whahow things would lookvhen they grow old. Of course, there is another
reason for this,it also means they camscape from the complex network of
relationships in their hometown. Many graduatesceive a lot of attention and
praise from their neighbours, relagge and friends when they asmmittedto a
famous university. It becomes the idle gossip of their neighbours and relatives, such
as'There is a famous college student in the family. Gand'Oh, that child is really
good' This concern does nafisappear because they leave their hometown for
university, it continues to ferment to a climax before and after they graduate. There
is usually no harm in these comments and concerns, and parents may feel rather
proud when they hear such praise from theeighbours but it makes the students

feel a lot of pressure.

Talking about the topiof whether they should stay in a big city or go back to work in
their hometown after they graduate, when weonducta rational analysis, we find
that the latter actualy has more advantages. If the young graduates go back to the
small cities of their hometows) they mighthave greaterhappiness, because the
prices in small cities are lgwouse prices are also lower, and living pressure and
competition are obviously mucless However, even if many people hathes idea,

they dare not reallyact onit based on their ideas. The ideas and concepts of people
in small places are always very backward and realistic. If the young graduates do not
become a highranking officialor do not make a lot of money, their neighbours and
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fellow villagers will consider them not to be successful, even though they have a high
degree. Imagine if the young graduate goes back to the small city where she was
born, and the praise turns to commesitlike, The university students haven't even
earned much more than the youths who have just graduated from high school. It is
useless to be a university studerbo, cara student who has just graduated bear this
kind of talk from their neighbours andlfew villagers?

In contrast Chinese parents often do not like their childrenlook for jobs in other
places, especially girls living too far away from home. The reason is that the absence
of children can cause parents to worry. Some parents don't taifdbd that's too far

from home is a good one. Many graduates prefer to venture far away when they are
young in search of better job opportunities. But, parents feel more comfortable if
their children work near home. However, children feel that if they barfinancially
independent and find a suitable job, it will be easier to establish a sense of security
and have a foothold in society.

When a woman considers her career, gteuldstart from her'humar role more

than from the gendeiadded identity ofwoman (Weir, 2013). After all, being born
into this relatively free society, we have the opportunity to choose, to have a more
diversified choice, whichepresentsgreat progress (Wang, 2001). If we were born
one hundred years ago, we would encounter agad marriages, foebinding and

lack of education. Even if we are talented, we would have no chance to develop, and
our life path would be determined before we are born (Wu, 2010). A pluralistic
society needs housewives as well as working women. If iuisob genuine love,
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housewives can do perfectly well, and professional women faisea great risk of
failure. When facing various possibilities, a giudy chooseto be a housewifepe
willing to be a good wife and mother, whichjistifiable, but it needs to be based on
seltanalysis and independent thinking.

Because of the obstruction of deepoted traditional ideas, it is very difficult to
promote complete gender equality in China. In reality, wotseecruitment is highly
disciminatory (Li, 2015). But this should not be used as an excuse to hide in a small
home. If women give up fighting for their rights, discrimination will only get worse
and worse, driving society to extrematongthe road of patriarchy, and the power
gainedby various movements for women in modern times will probablytdleen
awayagain.

The cultural tradition of China and the realistic development stage of feminism are
different from thosein the West. In the Chinese context, women's rightay exist,
andthere may also be eespect for womers rights, but it will not rise tdhe theory

of feminism (Zhou and Qin, 2017). Feminist rights have never been the key guiding
ideology of feminism in China. Masculinity is wrong, and feminism is also wrong.
Women arefighting for a position to be equal to men, instead of replacing patriarchal
power. Moreover, causing a #for-tat situation between men and women is not
good for the actual development of women. The true and harmonious relationship
between men and womemvolves realisinglifferentiated equality. We should focus

on merisrights more in respect to certain aspects, and focus on wdsraghts more
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in respect to other aspects, as there is actually no absolute equality le¢cdluseve
cannot deny that theresreally a difference between men and women.

The reference and integration of Chinese feminisnthin postmodernism is an
inevitable trend. Its basic objective is to achieve the ultimate equality between men
and women; however, we have to solve the sfiecproblems currently existing in
reality first. For examle, people havea traditional stereotyped thought that
men enjoyhigherstatusthan women, of the inequality between men and women
before and after marriage, the low employment rate of women and so on. In the long
term, we should striveto achieve goalswhereby there arenot obvious gender
boundaries and rules in society and the family, so that everyone can develop their
personality on the basis of gender equality and people will not feel suppressed by
gender.

From the pespective of postmodern feminism (Hekman, 1990), equality is based on
gender differences, which pays attention to the differences individuals.
Postmodern feminism believes that there is not only a difference in physiology and
psychology between men an&vomen, but there are also social and cultural
differences (Leung, 2003). Therefore, both men and women can obtain a
development environment suitable for their gender characteristics on the premise of

the pursuit of differences.
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5. Conclusion

Parents and aldren grow up in different ags, their living environmerg are
different, and the education they received respectively is also different. Parents and
children contact different people andncounter differentthings in their own life
circle therefore, theae is also a difference in their misdnd behaviour.

This chapterhas analysed the relationship between parents and children from the
perspective of interviewees, based on the interviewedsscriptions of reality in
interviews. This thesis carries oam analysis of the following four aspectamily and
education, family and marriage, family and leaving China, as well as family and
employment, and then summarises the communication methods, principal
contradictions and conflicts, and the new charactecstof parenichild relationship.

The study shows that there is a series of generation gaps and contradictions existing
based on traditional culture and stereotyping in the process of interviewees getting
along with their parents. At the same timéhe anaysis also brings some new
enlightenment through the interviews, arflis is worthy of further discussion in this
study.

Firstly, the young generation whose ideas are in a transition period from the
traditional to modern have begun to havegreater sense  individual rights, and
they pursue equal family relations and a free life; as a result, there is a generation
gap and conflict between parents who hold traditional family concepts. Traditional
Chinese parents always tend to arrange everythiorgtheir children; they intervene

Ay ( KSA Nivesikall fiedpedis iyf @rins ofwhat their children should to eat,
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what their children should wear, what kind of friends their children make, tiear
childrens idolsare, how long their childremanwatch T\for, which kind of a tutorial
class their childrershouldattend, and even what's in their childresdiaries In the
interviews, many of the interviewees said that parents often ask them to study hard
so as to have &uture, or their parentshad often said something likeYou must work
hard, and if you don't have a good job in the future, others will look down on jou.
fact, the interviewees indicated that they wanted to realise their dreams more than
just for others to see them as successful. They wanted to be able to make their own
decisions without relying on others, and hoped they could handle all kinds of
relationshipsbetween them and the external environment independently.

Secondy, there is a big differencbetween parents' concerns for their children and
the expectations of the interviewees. They hoped their parents would care about
them in many ways, such as giving close concern to their interpersonal
communication, life skills, as well as giving guidaace feeling concernabout their
emotions and mental health instead ofbeing concernedonly with all such trivial
details as their score ian exam, when they get married, and whether their company
is far away from home, etc. In fact, the intervieweesradicatedthat they were not

in conflict with the discipline of their parents. They just didn't want to be passively
managed by others like a slabecausethey have to face society independently as
individuals, no matter whether they are going to universor society, or into the
workplace.Society will no longer treat them as children, atias will require each
individual to have the ability to deal with all kindstehsionsindependently.
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Thirdy, although there are many divergences between parentd #reir children,

the traditional pattern of relationship between parents and children is changing in
the families of most of the interviewees, and this kind of change gradually weakens
the absolute authority of parents in the familylost parentsare begimingto respect

their children's wishes and seielg to communicate with their children on an equal
basis, especially iterms ofdealing with the issues of education and studying abroad,

which is rather different from the traditiondamily model.
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Chapter 5Womens Experiences oHigher
Education(HE)in China

This chapter analyses the current situation of Chinese HE from a linear perspective:
the Chinese HE system, access to HE in Céii@ae andacilitiesin HE, students'
loneliness, pain and conflict, as well as gender andastifalisation. Part 1 looks
back at the development of Chinese HE, and expoundsand analyses the main
achievements and the special featuresezfchdevelopment period. Part 2 rethinks

the fairness of the National University Entrance Examination (gaokao) by examining
the examinatioml form, content and students and their parents' attitudes and
behaviours, whiclihaveconstituted a socigbroblemthat should not be ignored. Part

3 examines the university infrastructure, including the school environment, school
infrastructurein terms d teaching facilities and logistical equipment. Part 4 analyses
the campus interpersonal relationsigpnd selfcognitionamonguniversity students,

and discusses the relationship between minority status (social class) and schooling in
order to providea referenceto improving interpersonal relationships. The final part
analyses gendereducation relationships, examining gender differences in both
formal and informal educatical praxis,highlightinga breakthroughin the traditions

in order to fulfil seHadualisation, whichinvolves a process of growing and

developing as a person.
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1. Chinese HE System

| was told when | was a child that university life is the most worthwhile period in
a persors life. When students are in high school, they must have imagiried
their university life would be like. They think that they will have more free time,
and will have more time to make friends, read more books and so on. At the
same time, their teacherand parents will give them more freedom, and, in fact,
they are right to some degree. This is a time when a student begins to form his
or her ideas about life in general. Attending classes and studying in the library
keeps a student busy and provides himm ber with access to valuable
information, adding to his or her knowledge base.

--------- Wenjun's Diary

Overview of theEducational System in China

TheChinese education system is considered traditional. It isemgrlof severaparts

- basic education, primary school education, higher education and adult education.
Basic education in China includes sahool education, primary education and
regular secondary education. Preschool or kindergarten caridasip tothree years,

with children entering as early as three years old until six, when they typically enter
primary school. When children are six or seven years old, they must attend school for
at least nine years, known as the nigear compulsory education, wth the
government funds. It includes six years of primary education and three years of junior
middle education. After junior middle school, students need to spend three years
their senior middle course. Then, they needspend four yearsn higher edgation.

If they want to get further education, they will spend another three or six years
getting a master'sdegree ordoctorate Inthe Chinese education system, students

canspend nearly twenty yearsompletng all ther study.
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In China, education isvaays an important part of peoplelsves When they were
three years old, they were sent to the kindergarten. From then on, their learning
career began. Thewere taught to obey what teachersaidto them. Breaking the
school rulesvasforbidden. No matter who they are, once thegtin the classroom,
they had tolisten tothe teachers words carefully, write down the important points

and review them after class; otherwise they may tiadir exams.

2. Access to HE:The Gaokao

TheTragedy of an UnsuccessfuGaokaoResult

A 20yearold woman committed suicide after failing the gaokao (the National
University Entrance Exam of China) for the second time as reported on July, 3, 2013

(Figure2).

Figure2

A photo of Yanuan on her tableYang Yuar'will ource: Chinadaily.com.cn)

She cut her left wrist with a fruit knife at her home in Chongzhou, southwest China's

Sichuan province, on the day after learnimgy exam result. She left a note (Figure 2)
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