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rchitectural scholars tend to use texts, drawings,
and photographs to craft their narratives. Oral
testimony has rarely been taken seriously, and
when it is, architects are given the platform to
discuss buildings. However, there are others who

can speak of architecture and tell their own stories of what it is like

to construct, experience, and live within buildings. Speaking of

Buildings examines how these other voices can be heard, revealing
the radical potential of a research method that has historically
been cast as subjective, inexpert, partial, and unreliable. Essays
by an international group of scholars look at varied aspects of

oral history in architectural research, from workers’ accounts of
building with concrete in midcentury London to a sound art piece
that embeds the oral testimony of Los Angeles public housing
residents within site-specific ambient sound recordings. In sum,
the authors call for a renewed form of listening to enrich our
understanding of what buildings are, what they do, and what they

mean to people.
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Evidence and Modern Architectural History
In this essay, T examine the communication of professional practitioners in
architecture, understood here as language in action,! and explore the space

of history or between what is spoken and not spoken and written and not
written by those working within and beyond the discipline. While formal
interviews are acceptable methods used in historiographic research, infor-
mal conversations are often seen as spurious. But this need no 1
will show in this essay how I positively employed gossip and rumor-—soureces
often dismissed because they are deemed subjective, sensationalist, and
unverifiable—in my own practice of recording stories about architectural his-
ory. Gossip here is understood as off-the-record information t

alacious details about professional politics and the internal

ractitioners within a profession.

chitectural career, As gossip is uncontrolled, it does not offer the protection
formal interviews and can thus reveal architectura] “family secrets.”
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