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ABSTRACT 

A n t h e a D u q u e m i n 

The I m p o r t a n c e o f M a r i t a l S t a t u s f o r W o m e n ' s 

L i v e s 

T h i s t h e s i s a i m s t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e w a y s i n w h i c h w o m e n ' s 
m a r i t a l s t a t u s i n f l u e n c e s v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f t h e i r l i v e s * 
W i t h t h e g r o w i n g s o c i o l o g i c a l i n t e r e s t i n women many s t a t e 
m e n t s h a v e b e e n made a n d t h e o r i e s p u t f o r w a j r d , t h e m a j o r i t y 
o f w h i c h assume women t o be w i v e s a n d m o t h e r s . The i n t e n t i o n 
o f t h i s t h e s i s i s t o e x a m i n e w h e t h e r s u c h t h e o r i e s a r e r e l e 
v a n t t o a l l women , i r r e s p e c t i v e o f t h e i r m a r i t a l s t a t u s a n d 
m e r e l y b e c a u s e o f t h e i r g e n d e r , o r o n l y t o t h o s e women w h o 
h a v e h u s b a n d s o f t h e i r o w n . 

Much e m p h a s i s has b e e n p l a c e d o n c o n t e x t i n t h i s s t u d y , f o r 
i n d i v i d u a l s ' l i v e s c a n o n l y c l e a r l y be s e e n a g a i n s t t h e i r 
w i d e r b a c k g r o u n d a n d w i t h i n t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d r e s t r i c t i o n s 
o f t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r s u r r o u n d i n g s , a n d f o r t h i s r e a s o n t h e 
r e s e a r c h was u n d e r t a k e n e n t i r e l y w i t h i n o n e s m a l l t o w n , w i t h 
women o f w o r k i n g c l a s s o r i g i n s a n d a m o n g s t women o f t w o 
d i s t i n c t age g r o u p s ( o v e r s e v e n t y a n d t w e n t y t o f o r t y - f i v e ) 
t h e r e b y r e s t r i c t i n g t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l , c u l t u r a l a n d h i s t o r i c a l 
s e t t i n g s . 

S e c o n d a x y s o u r c e s , a s u r v e y q u e s t i o n n a i r e a n d i n - d e p t h i n t e r 
v i e w i n g w e r e a l l u s e d i n t h i s s t u d y . The f o r m e r t w o p r o v i d e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e h i s t o r i c a l a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y b a c k g r o u n d t o , 
a n d c o n t e n t o f w o m e n ' s l i v e s , w h i l s t i n - d e p t h i n t e r v i e w i n g w i t h 
t w e n t y women e x p l o r e d p e r s o n a l a c t i o n s a n d f e e l i n g s o n a 
d e e p e r l e v e l . 

T h e r e s e a x c h s u g g e s t e d t h a t i m p r o v e d s t a n d a r d s o f l i v i n g h a v e 
a l t e r e d a n d b l u r r e d t h e r e a s o n s f o r w h i c h women o f w o r k i n g 
c l a s s o r i g i n s m a r r y a n d h e n c e i n f l u e n c e d t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
o f m a r r i a g e . W i d e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r m o r e d i v e r s e w a y s o f 
b e h a v i n g p e r m i t c u r r e n t l y u n m a r r i e d women more v a i r i a t i o n f r o m 
t h e i r m a r r i e d c o n t e m p o r a r i e s i n t h e p r a c t i c a l a s p e c t s o f t h e i r 
l i v e s t h a n was t h e c a s e e a i r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y . B o t h o l d e r aind 
y o u n g e r u n m a r r i e d w o m e n , h o w e v e r , i n d i c a t e c o n s i d e r a b l e 
d i f f e r e n c e s f r o m m a r r i e d women i n t h e i n t e r n a l a n d e m o t i o n a l 
a s p e c t s o f t h e i r l i v e s , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
n e e d be taJ^en o f m a r i t a l s t a t u s when d i s c u s s i n g women as a 
g r o u p . 
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INTRODUCTION 

M a r r i a g e i s an e x p e r i e n c e w h i c h t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e p o p u l a 

t i o n o f B r i t a i n u n d e r g o a t some p o i n t i n t h e i r l i v e s . F o r 

women i n p a r t i c u l a r i t i s a s s u m e d t o be a c r u c i a l s t a g e i n 

t h e i r l i f e h i s t o r y a n d t h e f a c t t h a t women become w i v e s i s 

g e n e r a l l y a c k n o w l e d g e d t o i n f l u e n c e w o m e n • s d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 

l i f e s t y l e , b o t h b e f o r e a n d a f t e r m a r r i a g e . S t u d i e s o f t h e 

f a m i l y , o f c o m m u n i t i e s , o f w o r k and. l e i s u r e a l l p l a c e much 

e m p h a s i s o n t h e p o s i t i o n o f women as w i v e s , a n d f e m i n i s t 

t h e o r i e s i n p a u r t i c u l c u : s t r e s s t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e w i f e l y 

r o l e o n w o m e n ' s l i v e s . 

D u r i n g t h i s c e n t u r y n o t o n l y has t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f women 

m a r r y i n g i n c r e a s e d , b u t c h a n g e s h a v e a l s o o c c u r r e d i n t h e w a y s 

i n w h i c h p a r t n e r s move i n t o a n d o u t o f m a r r i a g e - d i v o r c e a n d 

r e m a r r i a g e b e i n g f a r more common now t h a n t h e y w e r e e a r l i e r 

t h i s c e n t u r y . R a t e s o f m a r r i a g e a r e t h e r e f o r e c h a n g i n g , a s 

a r e t h e l e g a l r i g h t s o f b o t h p a r t n e r s a n d t h e m o r e i m p l i c i t 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f w h a t m a r r i a g e i n v o l v e s . A l l o f t h e s e i s s u e s 

demand a t t e n t i o n , b u t w h i l s t much e m p h a s i s i s p l a c e d o n 

m a r r i a g e , o n e f a c t o r g o e s a p p a r e n t l y u n n o t i c e d - t h i s b e i n g 

t h e s i g n i f i c a n t number o f women who e x i s t o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e , 

e i t h e r n e v e r m a r r y i n g o r t h r o u g h s e p a r a t i o n , d i v o r c e o r 

w i d o w h o o d . 

By r e m a i n i n g o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e s u c h women c o n t r a v e n e t h e i r 

a n t i c i p a t e d r o l e , b u t t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h i s i n f l u e n c e s 

t h e i r l i v e s i s l a r g e l y u n e x p l o r e d . I n s p i t e o f t h e c o n s i d e r -



a b l e a t t e n t i o n p a i d t o m a r r i a g e a n d i t s e f f e c t s o n w o m e n ' s 

l i v e s , i t i s r a r e l y made c l e a r w h e t h e r t h i s a p p l i e s t o a l l 

women b y n a t u r e o f t h e i r g e n d e r , o r w h e t h e r i t i s r e l e v a n t 

o n l y t o women who a c t u a l l y a i re w i v e s . I t may b e t h e c a s e 

t h a t t h e i m a g e o f t h e woman as a w i f e i s s o p e r v a s i v e t h a t 

w o m e n ' s a c t u a l m a r i t a l s t a t u s i s u n i m p o r t a n t . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

u n m a r r i e d women ( w h e t h e r n e v e r m a r r i e d o r p r e v i o u s l y m a r r i e d ) 

f a c e q u i t e d i f f e r e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s t o w h o s e w h i c h w i v e s f a c e , 

h a v i n g no h u s b a n d t o c o n s i d e r , a n d w h e n t h e c o n c e p t o f a 

woman i s s o c l o s e l y b o u n d t o t h a t o f a w i f e t h e d e g r e e t o 

w h i c h women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e r e l a t e t o t h i s c o n c e p t i s u n 

c l e a r . I f t h e s e w o m e n ' s l i v e s a r e s i g n i f i c a j i t l y d i f f e r e n t 

i n f a c t , o r i f t h e y f e e l t h e m s e l v e s t o be d i f f e r e n t f r o m 

m a r r i e d women , t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h f e m i n i s t t h e o r i e s b a s e d 

o n m a r r i a g e c a n be a p p l i e d t o a l l women i s b r o u g h t i n t o 

q u e s t i o n , and u n m a r r i e d women t h e r e b y c h a l l e n g e t h e n o t i o n 

o f womanhood as b a s e d o n w i f e h o o d . 

T h u s , w h i l s t w o m e n ' s e x p e r i e n c e s a r e e x p l a i n e d as b e i n g 

l a r g e l y d e p e n d e n t o n t h e i r p o s i t i o n as w i v e s o r m o t h e r s i t 

i s u n c l e a r how r e l e v a n t s u c h t h e o r i e s aire f o r women who a r e 

n e i t h e r . C o n s i d e r a t i o n o f v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f w o m e n ' s l i v e s 

i n o r d e r t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e s i m i l a r i t i e s o r d i f f e r e n c e s 

b e t w e e n m a r r i e d a n d u n m a u r r i e d women may c l a r i f y t h e e x t e n t 

t o w h i c h a l l women c o n f o r m t o t h e n o t i o n o f w i f e h o o d , o r 

a r e a s o f l i f e w h e r e m a r i t a l s t a t u s becomes s i g n i f i c a n t . S u c h 

a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n a l s o h o l d s p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r i d e n t i f y i n g 

a r e a s w h e r e t h e i d e o l o g y o f woman as w i f e o v e r - r i d e s a c t u a l 



c i r c u m s t a n c e s , o r a s p e c t s o f l i f e w h e r e t h e i d e o l o g y brea>cs 

down i n t h e f a c e o f m a t e r i a l p r a c t i c a l i t i e s . 

When c o n s i d e r i n g m a r r i a g e a n d i t s imp>act o n w o m e n ' s l i v e s 

i t b e c o m e s c l e a r t h a t m a o r r i a g e means d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s a t 

d i f f e r e n t t i m e s . P a r t n e r s e n t e r i n g i n t o m a r r i a g e do so f o r 

r e a s o n s a n d w i t h e x p e c t a t i o n s t h a t c h a n g e o v e r t i m e , a n d t h e 

i m p l i c a t i o n s o f m a r r i a g e c h a n g e a c c o r d i n g l y . T h e m e a n i n g 

o f m a r r i a g e t h e r e f o r e b e a r s a d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p t o i t s 

p o s i t i o n i n h i s t o r i c a l t i m e , b u t o t h e r f a c t o r s a r e a l s o 

i n f l u e n t i a l i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e w a y s i n w h i c h m a r r i a g e a f f e c t s 

w o m e n ' s l i v e s . T h e a r e a w i t h i n w h i c h women l i v e , t h e i r s o c i a l 

c l a s s , f a u n i l y b a c k g r o u n d , a g e a n d o t h e r c i r c u m s t a n t i a l f a c 

t o r s a l l i n f l u e n c e t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d r e s t r i c t i o n s w h i c h 

make u p t h e t o t a l c o n t e x t o f w o m e n ' s l i v e s . I t i s o n l y 

a g a i n s t a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e c o n t e x t w i t h i t s c o r r e s p o n d i n g 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r a c t i o n t h a t f e e l i n g s , d e c i s i o n s a n d b e h a v i o u r 

c a n be u n d e r s t o o d . T h i s i s r e l e v a n t f o r w o m e n ' s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

o f m a r r i a g e , w h i c h m u s t be s e e n a g a i n s t a b a c k g r o u n d w h i c h i s 

h i s t o r i c a l , g e o g r a p h i c a l a n d p e r s o n a l i n o r d e r t o c o m p r e h e n d 

t h e f a c t o r s w h i c h p r o m p t women t o maurry a n d t h e ways i n w h i c h 

m a r r i a g e i n f l u e n c e s t h e i r l i v e s . 

Women who r e m a i n u n m a r r i e d demand a t t e n t i o n t o p , h o w e v e r . 

E x p l o r a t i o n i n t o t h e l i v e s o f t h e u n m a r r i e d r e v e a l s c i r c u m 

s t a n c e s , t h o u g h t s a n d a c t i o n s w h i c h e x p o s e n o n - m e u : r i a g e as 

b e i n g m o r e t h a n j u s t t h e n e g a t i v e o f m a r r i a g e . T o p r e s e n t 

n o n - m a r r i a g e a s m e r e l y t h e f a i l u r e t o m a r r y d e n i e s u n m a x r i e d 



women t h e r i g h t t o a n y e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e i r own a n d p e r p e 

t r a t e s t h e i n v i s i b i l i t y o f t h e u n m a r r i e d . T h e g e n e r a l a n d 

i n d i v i d u a l f a c t o r s w h i c h i n f l u e n c e u n m a r r i e d women i n d i c a t e 

t h a t n o n - m a r r i a g e i s a c h a n g i n g s t a t e i n t h e same w a y a s 

m a r r i a g e i s a n d , a s s u c h , d e m a n d s a t t e n t i o n t o o . T h e c o n 

s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e i n c o h a b i t a t i o n d u r i n g t h i s c e n t u r y h a s 

b l u r r e d t h e d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n l e g a l a n d common l a w 

m a r r i a g e s . C o h a b i t a t i o n i s a n i s s u e w h i c h i s c u r r e n t l y t o o 

i l l - d e f i n e d t o i d e n t i f y a c c u r a t e l y , a n d f o r t h i s r e a s o n o n l y 

women who w e r e c u r r e n t l y l i v i n g a l o n e ( o r w i t h c h i l d r e n o r 

r e l a t i v e s ) o r w i t h a h u s b a n d ( w i t h o r w i t h o u t c h i l d r e n ) h a v e 

b e e n s t u d i e d h e r e * 

B e s i d e s m a r r i a g e a n d n o n - m a r r i a g e t h e m a r i t a l s t a t u s e s o f 

d i v o r c e a n d w i d o w h o o d a l s o demand c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Women i n 

t h e s e p o s i t i o n s a r e a c t u a l l y u n m a r r i e d , y e t t h e y h a v e p r e 

v i o u s l y i n d i c a t e d t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e t o t h e w i f e l y r o l e . The 

w a y s i n w h i c h t h e i r l i v e s c o n f o r m w i t h t h o s e o f w i v e s o r w i t h 

n e v e r - m a r r i e d women i s a f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g s 

o f t h e i d e o l o g y w h i c h a s s o c i a t e s a l l women w i t h t h e p o s i t i o n 

o f a w i f e , e v e n i n t h e a b s e n c e o f a h u s b a n d . 

T h e r e s e a r c h i n c o r p o r a t e d a v a r i e t y o f m e t h o d s o f o b t a i n i n g 

i n f o r m a t i o n i n o r d e r t o e x p l o r e d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s o f w o m e n ' s 

l i v e s . C o n s i d e r a b l e e m p h a s i s was p l a c e d o n m e t h o d o l o g y f o r , 

t o a l a r g e e x t e n t t h e m e t h o d s u s e d d e t e r m i n e t h e f i n d i n g s . 

E a c h m e t h o d demands c a r e f u l a s s e s s m e n t o f i t s m e r i t s and 

b i a s e s i n o r d e r t o u t i l i s e e a c h t o i t s b e s t a d v a n t a g e a j i d 

a s s e s s t h e f i n d i n g s r e a l i s t i c a l l y . 



M a r r i a g e a n d n o n - m a r r i a g e a r e i s s u e s w h i c h a r e a l l -

p e r v a s i v e i n t h e i r i n f l u e n c e o n w o m e n ' s l i v e s , a n d a w i d e -

r a n g i n g e x p l o r a t i o n i n t o t h e i m p ) a c t o f t h e s e s t a t u s e s demands 

t h a t w o m e n ' s l i v e s s h o u l d be s e e n f r o m v a i r i o u s v i e w p o i n t s . 

T h r e e l e v e l s o f i n f o r m a t i o n - o r w a y s o f l o o k i n g a t w o m e n ' s 

l i v e s - w e r e i d e n t i f i e d , t h e s e b e i n g f i r s t , t h e r e l a t i v e l y 

f i x e d c o n d i t i o n s o f w o m e n ' s l i v e s w h i c h a r e c o n v e r t i b l e 

i n t o s t a t i s t i c a l f a c t s ; s e c o n d , t h e w a y s i n w h i c h women l e a d 

t h e i r l i v e s , w h i c h c a n b e d e s c r i b e d b u t t e n d t o b e m o r e f l u i d 

t h a n t h e p r e v i o u s l e v e l ; a n d t h i r d , t h e w a y s i n w h i c h women 

f e e l a b o u t t h e i r l i v e s , t h i s b e i n g t h e m o s t f l u c t u a t i n g 

l e v e l . E a c h o f t h e s e l e v e l s i s r e l e v a n t a n d r e a l t o t h e 

women c o n c e r n e d , b u t e a c h p o s e s d i f f e r e n t p r o b l e m s o f c o l l e c 

t i o n a n d a n a l y s i s . 

A c r u c i a l a s p e c t t o t h i s s t u d y w a s t h e n e e d t o r e c o g n i s e t h e 

i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n e a c h o f t h e s e l e v e l s o f i n f o r m a t i o n , 

i d e n t i f y i n g t h e w a y s i n w h i c h t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f w o m e n ' s l i v e s , 

t h e w a y t h e y s p e n d t h e i r t i m e a n d t h e w a y t h e y f e e l i n f l u e n c e 

e a c h o t h e r , a r e a l l o f r e l e v a n c e , a n d c a n o n l y be u n d e r s t o o d 

i n t e r m s o f t h e w o m e n ' s w h o l e e x p e r i e n c e . 

T h e s t u d y t h e r e f o r e has t h r e e m a i n t h e m e s . T h e f i r s t i s t h e 

n e c e s s i t y o f c o m b i n i n g m e t h o d s i n o r d e r t o e x p l o r e t h e v a r i e t y 

o f l e v e l s o n w h i c h l i v e s a r e l e d ; t h e s e c o n d i s t h e i m p o r t a n c e 

o f r e c o g n i s i n g a n d e x a m i n i n g t h e c o n t e x t w i t h i n w h i c h p e o p l e 

l i v e , i n c o r p o r a t i n g c u l t u r a l , g e o g r a p h i c a l a n d i n d i v i d u a l 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n o r d e r t o i d e n t i f y o p p o r t u n i t i e s aj^d r e s -



t r i c t i o n s w i t h i n w h i c h d e c i s i o n s a r e made aind a c t i o n s 

t a k e n ; a n d t h e t h i r d , t h e s t u d y o f m a r r i a g e a n d n o n - m a r r i a g e t o 

e x p l o r e t h e i r r e l e v a n c e f o r w o m e n ' s l i v e s . 

B e a i r i n g i n m i n d t h e i m p o r t a m c e o f c o n t e x t t h i s s t u d y begaui 

w i t h a g e n e r a l e i c a m i n a t i o n o f t h e m e a n i n g o f m a x r i a g e a n d i t s 

c h a n g i n g i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r women t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a s t h u n d r e d 

y e a i r s . T h i s , h o w e v e r , w a s o n a n a t i o n a l s c a l e » a n d w h i l s t 

e s s e n t i a l as a b a c k g r o u n d t o t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f m a r r i a g e 

i t p r o v i d e d o n l y l i m i t e d i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a ^ r d i n g t h e l o c a l a n d 

p e r s o n a l f a c t o r s w h i c h s u r r o u n d e d i n d i v i d u a l w o m e n . F o r a 

r e a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f m a r r i a i g e women m u s t b e s e e n a t c l o s e r 

q u a o r t e r s , e x p l o r i n g t h e i r c i r c u m s t a n c e s w i t h a f u l l e r u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g o f t h e i r s u r r o u n d i n g s , w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e 

a t a l l t h r e e l e v e l s o f t h e i r l i v e s . 

S u c h a n a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t o f t h e r e l e v a n c e o f c o n t e x t i m p l i e d 

n a r r o w i n g down t h e p a r a m e t e r s o f t h e r e s e a r c h a n d c o n c e n t r a t i n g 

o n a s m a l l e r aurea w h e r e t h e v a r i a b l e s w e r e f e w e r a n d t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d r e s t r i c t i o n s c o u l d b e m o r e c l e a i r l y i d e n t i 

f i e d . The s t u d y was t h e r e f o r e b a s e d e n t i r e l y w i t h i n o n e s m a l l 

t o w n . C o n t e x t , h o w e v e r , a s a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , c o m p r i s e s more 

t h a n g e o g r a p h i c a l a r e a , b u t i n c o r p o r a t e s i n d i v i d u a l s ' t o t a l 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s a n d f o r t h i s r e a s o n f u r t h e r r e s t r i c t i o n s w e r e 

p l a c e d o n t h e s t u d y . N o t o n l y was t h e r e s e a r c h l i m i t e d t o 

women f r o m w i t h i n o n e t o w n , i t was f t i r t h e r d e l i m i t e d b y t h e 

w o m e n ' s p o s i t i o n i n h i s t o r i c a l t i m e , t h e i r a g e a n d s o c i a l 

c l a s s , e a c h o f w h i c h i n f l u e n c e t h e c o n t e x t w i t h i n w h i c h women 



l i v e . The r e s e a r c h t h e r e f o r e concentrated on women of 

working c l a s s o r i g i n s l i v i n g i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h ( a small town 

i n South Devon) studying i n p a r t i c u l a r two groups of women, 

the f i r s t group being women who were i n t h e i r mid-twenties 

to f o r t i e s during the f i r s t decades of t h i s c e n t u r y , and the 

second group being of t h i s age now. I n t h i s way the gen e r a l 

circumstances which surrounded the women's l i v e s were more 

r e a d i l y i d e n t i f i e d , and changes c o u l d be viewed over a time-

span of approximately f i f t y y e a r s . 

Within these general surroundings each i n d i v i d u a l woman 

experienced her own s e t of p e r s o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h e s e 

being as i n f l u e n t i a l to the context of her l i f e a s were the 

l o c a l and n a t i o n a l f a c t o r s . For t h i s reason t e n women were 

s e l e c t e d to be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of each group, p e r m i t t i n g 

d e t a i l e d information to be c o l l e c t e d a t the t h r e e l e v e l s of 

each of the women's l i v e s . I n t h i s way the meaning and 

rele v a n c e of m a r i t a l s t a t u s were explored w i t h i n the s p e c i f i e d 

c o n d i t i o n s of twenty women's l i v e s . F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n was 

c o l l e c t e d at a more s u p e r f i c i a l l e v e l from a l a r g e r and more 

v a r i e d group of women from the town. 

The account of t h i s r e s e a r c h t h e r e f o r e begins w i t h a gen e r a l 

d i s c u s s i o n of the understanding of marriage a s i t has been 

portrayed during the l a s t century, and with a d e s c r i p t i o n of 

the changing r a t e s o f marriage, f o l l o w e d i n Chapter Two by 

the t h e o r e t i c a l background to the r e s e a r c h , i n d i c a t i n g the 

i s s u e s which prompted the study and aureas where an i n v e s t i g a -



t i o n i n t o marriage and non-mairriage may broaden the under

standing of women's e x p e r i e n c e . Chapter Three d e s c r i b e s 

the methods by which i n f o r m a t i o n was c o l l e c t e d , a s s e s s i n g 

the v a l u e and problems i n h e r e n t i n each, t h i s b e ing e s s e n 

t i a l f o r a f u l l e r understainding of the consequent r e s u l t s . 

Chapter Four takes the shape of a s m a l l community study of 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h , s e t t i n g the r e s e a r c h i n i t s l o c a l context, 

thereby p e r m i t t i n g women's e^qseriences to be understood w i t h i n 

the s e t t i n g i n which they l i v e d . 

Chapters F i v e to Seven d e a l w i t h the data c o l l e c t e d 

s p e c i f i c a l l y on marriage and non-marriage. I n Chapter F i v e 

marriage and non-marriage a r e looked a t f i r s t from the 

general p o s i t i o n of working c l a s s women i n the town, both 

c u r r e n t l y and e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y , and then a t an i n d i v i d u a l 

l e v e l , e x p loring the i s s u e s which prompt women to marry or 

not marry. Chapter S i x s t u d i e s some of the ways i n which 

women's m a r i t a l s t a t u s i n f l u e n c e s t h e i r l i v e s a t a p r a c t i c a l 

l e v e l , a s s e s s i n g d i f f e r e n c e s and s i m i l a r i t i e s between the 

va r i o u s m a r i t a l s t a t u s e s of both groups of women, w h i l s t 

Chapter Seven d i s c u s s e s the more hidden a s p e c t s of women's 

l i v e s , attempting to d i s c o v e r more about the women's views of 

themselves and t h e i r f e e l i n g s about t h e i r l i v e s . 

W h i l s t many questions remain unanswered, t h i s r e s e a r c h i s an 
i n i t i a l e x p l o r a t o r y attempt to i n v e s t i g a t e the g e n e r a l 
assumption that t h e o r i e s based on maxriage a r e r e l e v a n t to a l l 
women. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

CONCEPTS OF MARRIAGE 

INTRODUCTION 

The l e g a l , m a t e r i a l and conceptual a s p e c t s of marriage have 

v a r i e d with time, p l a c e and s o c i a l c l a s s . S i m i l a r l y , 

marriage r a t e s and notions of the s u i t a b l e age, reasons and 

ex p e c t a t i o n s of the p a r t n e r s e n t e r i n g i n t o marriage have 

a l s o changed^^^. As concepts of marriage and i t s i m p l i c a 

t i o n s change, so do notions of the unmarried. 

L e g a l l y , the v a r i o u s laws r e l a t i n g to the c r e a t i o n , con

sequences ajid t e rmination of the m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p have 

modified the r o l e s of those i n v o l v e d . The most s i g n i f i c a n t 

l e g a l changes to take p l a c e w i t h r e g a r d to marriage have 

been those r e l a t i n g to d i v o r c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e 1971 when 

d i v o r c e becaane v e r y much e a s i e r to a c h i e v e O t h e r changes 

r e l a t i n g to women's l e g a l r i g h t s w i t h i n marriage, and the 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of property and maintenance a f t e r a marriage has 

ended have a c h i e v e d a s i t u a t i o n where t e c h n i c a l l y the e f f e c t s 

of marriage are the sajne f or both men and women. The law, 

however, only i n t e r v e n e s a t the beginning and end of a 

marriage, or when there has been a s e r i o u s m a x i t a l breakdown. 

W h i l s t the p o s i t i o n of the spouses before the law i s an 

important and i n f l u e n t i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n , the t e c h n i c a l 

e q u a l i t y granted to the couple i s not n e c e s s a r i l y put i n t o 

o peration as such, nor i s i t c a r r i e d through to a l l realms 

of l i f e . 



I n v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of d a i l y l i f e the concept of man as the 

breadwinner, woman as the dependent s t i l l o p e r a t e s and 

a f f e c t s married people m a t e r i a l l y . For example, on a formal 

l e v e l t h i s remains the case with the Inland Revenue where, 

although s i n c e 1972 - with her husband's p e r m i s s i o n - a 

married woman can be taxed s e p a r a t e l y from her husband, 

the s i t u a t i o n s t i l l remains t h a t the husband can c l a i m a 

married man's t a x allowance. The w i f e on the ot h e r hand, i s 

taxed as a s i n g l e person and can c l a i m no such allowance f o r 

her husband u n l e s s he i s unemployed or d i s a b l e d , Beveridge, 

i n h i s c r e a t i o n of the Welfare S t a t e , assumed t h a t the c a r e e r 

of the m a j o r i t y of women would be marriage, and he d i d not 

question the t r a d i t i o n a l a t t i t u d e s about mar r i e d women's 

s o c i a l and economic r o l e s . The S o c i a l S e c i i r i t y system i s 

g r a d u a l l y coming i n t o l i n e w i t h the not i o n of a husband and 

w i f e as equal, but v a r i o u s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of the r u l e s s t i l l 

p o i n t t o the n o t i o n of the woman a s a dependant and a house

keeper. For i n s t a n c e , the assumption t h a t i f a man i s 

present i n a m a r i t a l or c o h a b i t a t i o n r e l a t i o n s h i p i t i s he 

who i s the head of the household and consequently he who 

r e c e i v e s the higher b e n e f i t . S i m i l a x l y , m a r r i e d women a r e 

denied an I n v a l i d Care Allowance i f they remain a t home to 

car e f o r an i n v a l i d husband, which i s not the ca s e i f the 

husband s t a y s a t home to c a r e f o r h i s w i f e . 

In l e s s formal ways, the c o n t i n u i n g assumption that wives 

w i l l a c t a s dependant housekeepers iS more c l e a r l y seen, f o r 

in s t a n c e i n the case of wives of men i n c e r t a i n occupations, 

lO 



such as diplomats, where the w i f e i s e j e c t e d to devote 

h e r s e l f to performing the r o l e of 'the diplomat's w i f e * . 

L e s s extreme but s i m i l a r l y s u p p o r t i v e r o l e s a r e expected of 

the wives of many other male j o b h o l d e r s , such as the wiv e s 

of policemen, doctors, v i c a r s and s m a l l b u s i n e s s owners^^^. 

Such e x p e c t a t i o n s permeate the worlds of work, home and 

sc h o o l , and e q u a l l y i n f l u e n c e the d e c i s i o n s made by ' e x p e r t s ' 

such as doctors, s o c i a l workers and l a w y e r s . Though r a r e l y 

made e x p l i c i t , the i d e a l of the 'good mother', or s o c i a l l y 

w e l l - a d j u s t e d woman remains that of one who f i n d s s a t i s f a c t i o n 

from s t a y i n g a t home and c a r i n g f o r her f a m i l y . I n t h i s way 

th e r e f o r e , s o c i e t y ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s i n f l u e n c e those i n s i d e and 

ou t s i d e of the m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . W h i l s t the e x p e c t a t i o n s 

of what marriage should i n v o l v e may not be r e l e v a n t to a l l -

or even any - of the married p o p u l a t i o n , the p r e v a i l i n g 

ideology i s extremely i n f l u e n t i a l though o f t e n based on 

v a l u e s i n h e r i t e d from e a r l i e r t i m e s . For t h i s reason i t i s 

appropriate to examine the changing concepts of marriage and 

the r o l e of a wif e over the l a s t c e n t u r y . T h i s not only has 

rel e v a n c e f o r those i n s i d e marriage, but a l s o f o r those 

o u t s i d e the m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p , who gain and l o s e v i s i b i l i t y 

according to s o c i e t y ' s p r e o c c u p a t i o n s , but g e n e r a l l y tend to 

be viewed i n opposition to t h e i r married c o u n t e r p a r t s . 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CONCEPTS OF MARRIED AND 
UNMARRIED WOMEN 

During the e a r l y 19th century much emphasis was pla c e d on the 
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importance of the home and the f a m i l y ajnong the new middle 

c l a s s e s , so that the home a c q u i r e d an almost r e l i g i o u s 

s a n c t i t y . As Davidoff, L'Esperance and Newby say , the 

c y c l i c a l and t i m e l e s s q u a l i t y of f a m i l y l i f e was emphasised 

i n o p p o s i t i o n to the sharp d i s j u n c t i v e growth and c o l l a p s e 

of commerce and i n d u s t r y ^ ^. T h i s romantic ideology saw 

the home as an i d y l l i c refuge from the ' r e a l ' world of men, 

and a s c r i b e d a mo r a l l y s u p e r i o r but b a s i c a l l y i m p r a c t i c a l 

r o l e to women^^^. The f a m i l y was seen a s both a p i l l c t r of 

s o c i e t y and a refuge from i t . The a s s o c i a t i o n between 

woman eind the home was absorbed as a given f a c e t of middle 

c l a s s V i c t o r i a n l i f e , c r e a t i n g a no t i o n of womajihood which 

revolved around the demands of d o m e s t i c i t y , p u r i t y and im-

p r a c t i c a l i t y . The home was the on l y p l a c e f o r a woman to be, 

f i r s t as a daughter aind l a t e r a s a w i f e cind mother - b a s i c 

to each o f these r o l e s being the n o t i o n of dependancy. 

The 1851 Census f i r s t c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d the number of women 

for whom t h i s was not a p p l i c a b l e . As the f i r s t Census to 

r e q u i r e a statement of m a r i t a l s t a t u s i t i d e n t i f i e d a p p r o x i 

mately 2% m i l l i o n s i n g l e women between the ages of 15-45, a 

number which rose to almost 3^ m i l l i o n by 1871, with a r i s e 

of 72.7% i n the s u r p l u s of s i n g l e women to s i n g l e men^^\ 

Such a predicament c r e a t e d growing alarm amongst the V i c t o r i a n 

middle c l a s s , as they r e a l i s e d the i m p o s s i b i l i t y of a l l these 

women f i n d i n g s u i t a b l e domestic r o l e s . P u b l i c debate cen

t r e d around what could be done w i t h t h e s e 'redundaxit' women. 

P r e v i o u s l y , middle c l a s s opinion had been that employment was 
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u n s u i t a b l e f o r a gentlewoman and, i n f a c t , the •genteel' 

way i n which middle c l a s s g i r l s were prepared f o r the l i f e 

of a middle c l a s s w i f e l e f t the m a j o r i t y w i t h l i t t l e of 

employable v a l u e . A s p i n s t e r t h e r e f o r e beceime p i t i a b l e -

' t r a i n e d to be a submissive ornament, she was t r a i n e d f o r a 

l i f e she could not l e a d ' ^ ^ ^ . 

W h i l s t v a s t l y i n f e r i o r to mairriage, the r o l e of a governess 

or a 'companion' had been seen a s a r e s p e c t a b l e occupation 

f o r unmarried middle c l a s s women, but i t now became c l e a r 

that the numbers i n v o l v e d were f a r g r e a t e r than could be 

accommodated by such p o s i t i o n s . Much debate c e n t r e d axound 

p o s s i b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s o l u t i o n s . The V i c t o r i a n s viewed those 

o u t s i d e o f the p a t r i a r c h a l faonily - and s i n g l e women i n 

p a r t i c u l a r - as a d e s t a b i l i s i n g t h r e a t t o the s o c i a l o rder, 

and were anxious to in c o r p o r a t e these women i n t o a f a m i l i a l 

s i t u a t i o n . 

One apparent r e s o l u t i o n of the problem was to r e s t o r e the 

numerical balance of men and women by encouraging l a r g e 

s c a l e emigration of unmarried women to the c o l o n i e s , a s 

advocated i n p a r t i c u l a r by W.R. Greg i n 1862 i n h i s w i d e l y 

d i s c u s s e d a r t i c l e 'Why ar e Women Redundant?'^ ^. Greg pro

posed sending up to f o r t y thousand women a year abroad to 

e l i m i n a t e the s u r p l u s women, whom he regarded a s 'redundant* 

i n the sense that they l a c k e d the opportunity to f u l f i l t h e i r 

n a t u r a l ' r o l e by not being supported by and a d m i n i s t e r i n g to 

men. Between 1862 and 1914 v o l u n t a r y s o c i e t i e s d i d help 
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(9) over txventy thousand women to emigrate^ A l t e r n a t i v e 
s o l u t i o n s were proposed by f e m i n i s t s , who were anxious to 
improve women's education and p o s s i b i l i t i e s of employment. 
Although many f e m i n i s t s had e a r l i e r approved of emigration 
as a p o t e n t i a l l y advaintageous o p t i o n , o t h e r s changed s i d e s 
f o l l o w i n g Greg's a s s o c i a t i o n o f e m i g r a t i o n w i t h husband-
hunting. 

W h i l s t middle c l a s s f e m i n i s t s were demanding b e t t e r education, 

the c o n s e r v a t i v e backlash was de c r y i n g such options f or women. 

The medical p r o f e s s i o n i n p a r t i c u l a r put forward the view of 

women (though only middle and upper c l a s s women) as f r a i l 

and d e l i c a t e . Menstruation and pregnancy were seen as 

reasons and proof of women's need to r e s t and not e x e r t 

mental energy, reproduction being c e n t r a l t o the f u n c t i o n of 

womanhood. As P r o f e s s o r M.L. Holbrook s a i d i n 1870, i t 

seemed 'as i f the Almighty, i n c r e a t i n g the female sex, had 

taken the uterus and b u i l t up a woman around i t ' ^ ^ * ^ ^ . 

As women attempted to a t t a i n higher e d u c a t i o n a l standards, 

the b r a i n was posed i n o p p o s i t i o n to the u t e r u s . D i r e 

warnings were given i n America by G. S t a n l e y H a l l that 

female education was c r e a t i n g women who were s a c r i f i c i n g 

t h e i r b i o l o g i c a l f u n c t i o n s f or t h e i r b r a i n s . The educated 

woman tended towaurds s e l f i s h c e l i b a c y , 'She has taken up and 

u t i l i z e d i n her own l i f e a l l t h a t was meant f o r her descen

dants' In the P r i n c i p l e s of Biology Spencer claimed 

that too much i n t e l l e c t u a l a c t i v i t y produced s t e r i l i t y i n 
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women and that h i g h l y educated women f r e q u e n t l y had d i f 

f i c u l t i e s i n b r e a s t f e e d i n g ^ A n y ambition other than 

that of being a home-bound w i f e and mother was t h e r e f o r e a 

s e l f i s h and dangerous notion, contravening a l l t h a t nature 

had intended. 

W h i l s t t h i s concept of marriage and the a n x i e t i e s surrounding 

those who might escape i t r e v e a l s something of the V i c t o r i a n 

view of middle c l a s s womanhood, l i t t l e of t h i s r e l a t e d 

d i r e c t l y to the working c l a s s woman of the time. As 

Davidoff, L'Esperance and Newby say, ' I t i s s t i l l very un

c l e a r how f a r working c l a s s men or women accepted the 

domestic i d y l l f o r married women, even i n a watered down 

v e r s i o n , a s p a r t of t h e i r own l i f e - s t y l e ' ^ ̂ "̂  ̂ . 

S, M i t c h e l l c l a i m s that the penny magazines of the 1840's and 

1850*s imply that the working c l a s s e s of the time d id not 

consider work ou t s i d e the home to be a d i s g r a c e . The h e r o i n e s 

i n the s t o r i e s f r e q u e n t l y worked f o r a w h i l e , and then married 

a man who was happy to have a u s e f u l woman around the house. 

The f i c t i o n i n these magazines however, d e p i c t e d no a l t e r 

n a t i v e s to marriage f o r the v a s t numbers of r e a d e r s who 
(14) 

would i n e v i t a b l y remain s i n g l e ^ ^. 

Although the most heated p u b l i c d i s c u s s i o n appears to have, 

been over the p l i g h t of the middle c l a s s s p i n s t e r s , numeri

c a l l y , probably more working c l a s s women were a f f e c t e d . 

Deacon aind H i l l p oint out that the two major causes of the 
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sex d i f f e r e n c e i n the population were male emigration and 

the d i f f e r e n t i a l death r a t e , both of which were predominantly 

working c l a s s f e a t u r e s The s u r p l u s working c l a s s women 

posed a somewhat d i f f e r e n t problem to t h a t of t h e middle 

c l a s s e s . They too were seen as a t h r e a t t o the f a m i l y and 

to the s o c i a l order, but they were not face d w i t h the same 

handicap of ' d e l i c a c y ' as were t h e i r middle c l a s s s i s t e r s . 

Domestic s e r v i c e provided a convenient s o l u t i o n to the pro

blem f o r many, s e c u r i n g a f a m i l i a l s e t t i n g f o r working c l a s s 

women w h i l s t a t the same time p r o t e c t i n g the apparent 

f r a i l t y of middle c l a s s women. 

During the mid nineteenth century however, i n c r e a s i n g numbers 

of young g i r l s migrated to the growing i n d u s t r i a l towns to 

f i n d work. These unattached women were seen a s a dangerous 

t h r e a t to m o r a l i t y , which prompted a number of o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

to s e t up c h a r i t a b l e homes, such as Dr. Barnardo's, to keep 

these women under some s o r t of s u p e r v i s i o n . C o n s i d e r a b l e 

numbers of lower middle c l a s s women made use of the emigration 

s o c i e t i e s and went abroad to ente r domestic s e r v i c e 

Those who remained might attempt to become s o c i a l l y mobile by 

working i n the new p r o f e s s i o n s such as o f f i c e work, t e l e g r a p h 

operators or p r i n t i n g , but marriage was s t i l l the only r e a l 

route to upward m o b i l i t y , and i n f a c t the only p o s i t i o n which 

would provide a woman with an a c c e p t a b l e r o l e , d u t i e s and 

economic s e c u r i t y . L i t t l e i s known about the p l i g h t of the 

working and lower middle c l a s s women who grew o l d , unmarried. 
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a t the end of tjie l a s t c e n t u r y . 

I n t e r e s t i n the unmarried diminished as the a n x i e t i e s w i t h 

regard to the t h r e a t they posed d i e d down, and the F i r s t 

World War brought a change i n cir c u m s t a n c e s and i n ideology. 

Women's work was needed during the war^^^^ but a f t e r the 

immediate post-war p e r i o d there was an upsurge of i n t e r e s t 

i n the domestic sphere. Two main f a c t o r s prompted t h i s : 

the v a s t d e c l i n e of the numbers of domestic s e r v a n t s , which 

l e f t an i n c r e a s e d work load f o r middle c l a s s w i v e s , ajid the 

dep r e s s i o n of the 1930's which encouraged an atmosphere of 

sav i n g and s e c x i r i t y i n the home. Having proved t h e i r s t r e n g t h 

during the war, wives were no longer seen a s too weak to 

leave the home, but r a t h e r , too busy. Housekeeping was 

e x e r t i n g new demands on women as i t a c q u i r e d the notion of 

•domestic s c i e n c e ' . Middle c l a s s wives were now d i r e c t l y 

i n v o l v e d with the ever r i s i n g standards of hygiene and house 

ca r e they s t r u g g l e d to a t t a i n . 

The model of the w i f e a s house-wife spread to the working 

c l a s s e s i n most a r e a s ( t e x t i l e towns were g e n e r a l l y aji excep

t i o n ) and e d u c a t i o n a l i s t s debated to what degree g i r l s should 

be t r a i n e d i n housewifery and mother-care. Whereas p r i o r to 

the F i r s t World War high i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e s and low l e v e l s 

of domestic care had been blamed on women working, the 

emphasis l a t e r s h i f t e d to women's ignorance, w i t h education 
( 18 ) 

being o f f e r e d as a s o l u t i o n ^ 
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The image of good womanhood had thus become th a t of an 

e f f i c i e n t , capable housewife. F e m i n i s t s a t t h i s time were 

s t r e s s i n g the f a c t t h a t women deserved more than t h i s amd 

c l a i m i n g , as Hamilton d i d , that 'enormous improvement' had 

taken p l a c e i n the s o c i a l p o s i t i o n of the s p i n s t e r . ' I n 

many ranks of l i f e the l a c k of a husband i s no longer a r e 

proach; and some of us a r e even proud of the f a c t t h a t we 
(19 ) 

have fought our way i n the world without a i d from any man» ^ ' 

Such a f i g h t , however, was not easy and optimism about the 

improved p o s i t i o n of s p i n s t e r s seemed l a r g e l y c o n f i n e d to the 

middle c l a s s e s . Various women's a s s o c i a t i o n s fought to im

prove the l o t of the s i n g l e with r e g a r d to housing, work and 

pensions. The National S p i n s t e r s ' Pension A s s o c i a t i o n , 

formed i n 1935, was the most prominent of these and appears 

to have a t t r a c t e d some c o n s i d e r a b l e numbers of working or 

lower middle c l a s s s p i n s t e r s ^ ^. N e v e r t h e l e s s , l i t t l e 

a t t e n t i o n was p a i d to unmarried working c l a s s women and the 

emphasis pl a c e d on the home and the image of v/oman as house

w i f e l e f t the s p i n s t e r - i f no longer a t h r e a t - as something 

of an anomaly. 

Following the upheavals of the Second World War t h e r e was 

another resurgence of emphasis on the home - b r i n g i n g women 

away from the workplace where they had been during the wax, 

and coupled w i t h t h i s was the growing emphasis on motherhood. 

The post-war panic which s t a r t e d i n the 1930's about the 

d e c l i n i n g population was one element i n t h i s theme. There 
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were f e a r s that f r e e secondairy e d ucation and the labour 

shortage might tempt women i n t o p a i d work, j u s t when B r i t a i n 

most needed c h i l d r e n . Moral arguments emphasised the 

' s e l f i s h n e s s ' of not having a l a r g e f a m i l y (as f o r i n s t a n c e 

i n the Mass Observation Survey ' B r i t a i n and Her B i r t h r a t e * 

i n 1945), and women were encouraged to s t a y a t home and 

'aim a t b u i l d i n g a f a m i l y world i n which men and women a c t 

together f o r the sake of the c h i l d r e n ' , a c c o r d i n g to a pam

ph l e t produced by the Bureau of Cu r r e n t A f f a i r s i n 1949^^^\ 

Another element i n t h i s p r e s s u r e f o r women to s t a y a t home as 

mothers was the i n c r e a s i n g demands of motherhood. W h i l s t 

the b i r t h r a t e had been d e c l i n i n g throughout the c e n t u r y , 

i d e a l s of c h i l d c a r e had become i n c r e a s i n g l y s c i e n t i f i c a l l y 

based, drawing more and more on the judgements of psycho

l o g i c a l ' e x p e r t s ' . Post-war a n x i e t i e s about the d i s r u p t i o n 

caused t o evacuees was confirmed i n 1953 by the p u b l i c a t i o n 

of Bowlby's book C h i l d Care and the Growth of Love, which 

s t r e s s e d the dangers of maternal d e p r i v a t i o n . No longer d id 

a c h i l d simply need l o v i n g c a r e , but he or she needed the 

mother's l o v i n g c a r e . Motherhood was pres e n t e d as a noble 

c a l l i n g , p r o v i d i n g t r u e f u l f i l m e n t f o r women. To deny a c h i l d 

f u l l time a t t e n t i o n was to j e o p a r d i s e h i s or her p e r s o n a l 

development amd to r e j e c t the proper r o l e of a woman, w i f e 

and mother. 

Women a l s o had a r o l e to play i n the community. Vo l u n t a r y 

a c t i o n was an important a d j u n c t to the new Welfare S t a t e and 
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mothers could become i n v o l v e d i n v a r i o u s schemes such as 

planning and hel p i n g run s c h o o l s , c l i n i c s and l e i s u r e 

f a c i l i t i e s ^ ^ ^ ^ 

A l l of t h i s excluded the unmcirried woman. The t h r e a t of a 

d e c l i n i n g population does not seem to have prompted any 

l e s s e n i n g i n the s t i g m a t i s a t i o n of unmarried mothers: the 

assumption remained that those who married would have 

c h i l d r e n , and that those who wanted c h i l d r e n would marry. 

l ^ ^ i l s t maxried c h i l d l e s s women were accused of s e l f i s h n e s s , 

unmarried mothers were (and i n many c a s e s s t i l l a r e ) seen as 

morally reproachable^ "̂̂  ̂ . U n l e ss they f i t t e d i n t o the 

dubious r o l e of a 'career woman', women who were n e i t h e r 

wives nor mothers seem to have been given no r o l e to p l a y i n 

the b u i l d i n g of a post-war B r i t a i n , and seen a g a i n s t the 

g l o r i f i c a t i o n of motherhood t h e i r l i v e s appear u n f u l f i l l e d 

and/or f o r g o t t e n . 

The p o r t r a y a l of women as mothers - w h i l s t a p e r s i s t e n t theme 

- has been e m b e l l i s h e d w i t h f u r t h e r demands on women: t h a t 

they should be a t t r a c t i v e companions f o r t h e i r husbands. The 

panic about the d e c l i n i n g population turned i n t o a feaur of a 

world population e x p l o s i o n , and b i r t h c o n t r o l became i n c r e a s 

i n g l y r e s p e c t a b l e throughout the 1950's and ecirly 1960's, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y with the development of the P i l l . S e x u a l i t y and 

f e r t i l i t y could be s a f e l y s e p a r a t e d and there was a growing 

emphasis on the sexual s i d e of marriage. Sexual manuals and 

popular magazines i n c r e a s i n g l y s t r e s s e d the importance f o r a 
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w i f e of remaining d e s i r a b l e to her husband, and of f i n d i n g 

and providing s e x u a l s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h i n marriage. V7ith 

the a d d i t i o n a l s t r e s s on personal r e l a t i o n s h i p s women»s 

sexual adequacy became reco g n i s e d as a more important f e a t u r e 

of f e m i n i n i t y . 

Sexual l i b e r a t i o n f o r women became a p r e v a l e n t theme of the 

1960's ajid, according to E h r e n r e i c h ajid E n g l i s h , 'The " s i n g l e 

g i r l " who burst out i n t o the media i n the e a r l y ' s i x t i e s 

corresponded to a new sociaJL r e a l i t y : the s i n g l e woman, 

divorced or never-married, who l i v e d alone and supported 

h e r s e l f ' ^ These authors c l a i m t h a t Helen Gurley Brown 

transformed the ' s p i n s t e r ' of the 1940's and ' f i f t i e s i n t o 

the 'newest glamour g i r l of our tim e s ' through her book 

Sex and the S i n g l e G i r l p u b l i s h e d i n 1962, and her magazine 

Cosmopolitan. T h i s s i n g l e g i r l a p p a r e n t l y l i v e d a l o n e , spent 
(25) 

money and enjoyed an a c t i v e sex l i f e ^ ^. Though o r i g i n a t i n g 

i n America t h i s image spread to B r i t a i n and the s u c c e s s f u l 

unmarried working g i r l began to r e c e i v e more a t t e n t i o n than 

i n the re c e n t p a s t . Not a l l of t h i s a t t e n t i o n , however, was 

favourabl e . Much of the emphasis on these g i r l s ' a c t i v e sex 

l i v e s took the form of c r i t i c i s m and charges of p r o m i s c u i t y . 

The c o r o l l a r y of t h i s was to see such women as a t h r e a t to 

the f a m i l y and the husband/wife bond. 

Wh i l s t s i n g l e n e s s f o r some a c q u i r e d negative moral connota

t i o n s , t h i s bold image was l i m i t e d to women i n p a r t i c u l a r 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s . For most young unmarried working c l a s s g i r l s 
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low wages and l i m i t e d f a c i l i t i e s prevented the glamorous 

l i f e s t y l e which the media p o r t r a y e d and, i n any c a s e , the 

c u l t of the ' s i n g l e g i r l ' was only ever a p p l i c a b l e to women 

w i t h i n a c e r t a i n age range. Outside of t h i s age br a c k e t 

unmarried women r e v e r t to the category of ' s p i n s t e r ' . 

With the more open acknowledgement of s e x u a l i t y as a f e a t u r e 

of f e m i n i t y , such ' s p i n s t e r s ' - now no longer regarded p r i 

m a r i l y as a t h r e a t - are s u s c e p t i b l e to some s u s p i c i o n as 

to t h e i r maturity and 'normality'. As B u s f i e l d s a y s , 

marriage ' i s a s i g n of pe r s o n a l and s e x u a l adequacy, of 

competence i n one's sexual r o l e . Those who a r e not married 

are b e l i e v e d to be somehow l e s s competent and s u c c e s s f u l i n 

t h e i r p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s , to be l e s s d e s i r a b l e and l e s s 

a t t r a c t i v e ' ^ . Once again, t h e r e f o r e , the unmarried 

appear desexed or s e x u a l l y 'suspect' when seen i n opp o s i t i o n 

to the image of the married woman. 

Much of the c u r r e n t debate about marriage c e n t r e s around the 

' c r i s i s of c o h a b i t a t i o n ' ^ ^ . As Barker says, 'while the 

proce s s of g e t t i n g married i s c l e a r l y d e f i n e d , the d i v i s i o n 

between the s t a t u s of being and not being married i n 

B r i t a i n i s shcurper i n theory than i n p r a c t i c e ' ^ The 

t i t l e of 'common law w i f e ' i s g a i n i n g growing acknowledgement 

and acceptance i n j u d i c i a l and s o c i a l p r a c t i c e : the s o c i a l 

s e c u r i t y system and on many o c c a s i o n s , the law, i n t e r p r e t 

c o h a b i t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s as e q u i v a l e n t to marriage. T h i s 

provides problems w i t h regard to d e f i n i n g and measuring marriage 
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b u t does not a l t e r t h e f a c t t h a t m a r r i a g e c o n t i n u e s t o r e 

p r e s e n t a p a r t i c u l a r concept o f womanhood, and t h a t t h i s 

c oncept v a r i e s t h r o u g h o u t d i f f e r e n t t i m e s , s o c i a l c l a s s e s 

and g e o g r a p h i c a l l o c a t i o n s . C e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f o t h e r n o t i o n s 

t h a t m a r r i a g e c o n f e r s on women r e m a i n permanent, such as the 

assumption t h a t m a r r i e d women have r e a c h e d some degree o f 

m a t u r i t y , a c c e p t a b i l i t y and independence f r o m t h e i r p j a r e n t s . 

By m a r r i a g e t h e y a l s o appear t o c o n f i r m t h e i r f e m i n i t y and 

t h e i r a b i l i t y t o cope w i t h t h e woman's r o l e , b u t i t i s i n 

th e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h i s t h a t c o n c e p t s d i f f e r . As t h e 

concept o f what maxriage i n v o l v e s changes, so, by c o m p a r i s o n , 

does t h a t o f t h e image o f t h e u n m a r r i e d . 

I f t h e concept o f 'a w i f e * i s a r e f l e c t i o n o f what s o c i e t y 

wishes womanhood t o be, the image p r o j e c t e d o f t h e u n m a r r i e d 

t e n d s t o w a r d s a r e f l e c t i o n o f s o c i e t y ' s a j i x i e t i e s o f what a 

woracm s h o u l d n o t be. S o c i e t y t h u s c o n s t r u c t s a c a t e g o r y of 

'unmarried' which i n c o r p o r a t e s i n c o u n t e r p o i s e t h e n e g a t i v e 

v a l u e s o f 'womanhood'. L i t t l e c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s g i v e n t o t h e 

m a t t e r o f whom the 'unmarried' i n c l u d e s . C a x t e r and C l i c k a r e 

p r o b a b l y i n a c c o r d w i t h g e n e r a l o p i n i o n when t h e y d e f i n e 

s p i n s t e r s as women t h i r t y y e a r s and o v e r who have never 

m a r r i e d ^ \ b u t i t i s o f t e n u n c l e a r whether t h e widowed, 

s e p a r a t e d or d i v o r c e d a r e i n c l u d e d i n t h e ' u n m a r r i e d ' b r a c k e t . 

To v i e w t h e u n m a r r i e d o n l y i n p a r a l l e l w i t h m a r r i e d women 

i s an i n a d e q u a t e means o f i n v e s t i g a t i o n , l e a d i n g t o a t e n 

dency t o c r e a t e o p p o s i t i o n between t h e two s o c i a l l y c o n 

s t r u c t e d c o n c e p t s , w h i l s t a t t h e same t i m e d i s g u i s i n g s i g -
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n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s . The p o p u l a r image o f t h e m a r r i e d 

i s an i n f l u e n t i a l f a c t o r i n t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e concept o f 

th e u n m a r r i e d , and as such needs a c k n o w l e d g i n g , b u t i t i s 

time t h a t s o c i o l o g y d e l v e d f u r t h e r i n t o t h e a c t u a l i t i e s o f 

th e l i v e s o f th o s e women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e . 

CHANGING PATTERNS OF MARRIAGE 

Having c o n s i d e r e d t h e l e g a l , p r a c t i c a l and c o n c e p t u a l 

a s p e c t s o f m a r r i a g e , a f u r t h e r f a c t o r t o be examined i s t h e 

a c t u a l o c c u r r e n c e o f m a r r i a g e and how t h i s has changed ov e r 

the l a s t c e n t u r y . The chan g i n g s t r u c t u r e o f t h e female 

p o p u l a t i o n o f England and Wales w i t h r e l a t i o n t o t h e i r 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s i s d i s p l a y e d i n T a b l e 1 . Some o f these changes 

can be acco u n t e d f o r by t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e age s t r u c t u r e 

o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n , i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e i n c r e a s e i n t h e e l d e r l y . 

Besides t h i s , however, i t c l e a i r l y r e f l e c t s an o v e r a l l i n 

crease i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f women m a r r i e d , widowed amd 

d i v o r c e d , w i t h a c o r r e s p o n d i n g d r o p i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n s o f 

s i n g l e . 

H a j n a l i d e n t i f i e d a p a t t e r n o f m a r r i a g e w h i c h he c l a i m s 

o p e r a t e d f o r a t l e a s t two c e n t u r i e s up t o 1940, b u t w h i c h 

was u n i q u e t o Europe - hence h i s t e r m , t h e European M a r r i a g e 

P a t t e r n ^ " ^ ^ ^ . The d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e s o f t h e European p a t t e r n 

a r e , a c c o r d i n g t o H a j n a l , a h i g h age a t m a r r i a g e and a h i g h 

p r o p o r t i o n o f people who never m a r r y , i n c o n t r a s t t o t h e 

almost u n i v e r s a l p r e v a l e n c e o f o t h e r m a r r i a g e p a t t e r n s whereby 

t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n marry. The uniqueness o f t h e 

European p a t t e r n l i e s p r i m a r i l y i n t h e h i g h age o f women 
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TABLE 1 - MARITAL STATUS OF ALL FB^4ALES PER THOUSAND FEMALE 
POPULATION ENGLAND & WALES 1851 - 1981 
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Source: M a r r i a o e and D i v o r c e S t a t i s t i c s 1980 
and M i t c h e l l and Deane (1971) p, 1 1 . 
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a t m a r r i a g e ( o f t e n w i t h a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l d i f f e r e n c e 

between t h e age o f husband and w i f e ) r a t h e r t h a n i n a h i g h 

age a t m a r r i a g e f o r men. 

B u s f i e l d and Paddon s u g g e s t t h a t t h e two key f a c t o r s i n v o l v e d 

i n H a j n a l ' s a n a l y s i s - t h e age a t m a r r i a g e and t h e p r o p o r 

t i o n s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n m a r r y i n g - s h o u l d be seen as s e p a r a t e 

i s s u e s . These two f a c t o r s may be a f f e c t e d b y d i f f e r e n t c i r 

cumstances and a r e c a p a b l e o f c h a n g i n g i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f each 

o t h e r , t h ough a d m i t t e d l y t h e r e i s o f t e n i n f l u e n c e and 
(31 ^ 

s t a t i s t i c a l c o r r e l a t i o n between t h e two^ 

L o o k i n g f i r s t a t t h e a c t u a l numbers o f p e o p l e m a r r y i n g i n 

England and Wales ( T a b l e 2) i t can be seen t h a t t h e f i g u r e s 

have r i s e n s t e a d i l y f r o m 1841 u n t i l t h e 1930's, s i n c e ~Tffien~ 

t h e r e has been a c o n s i d e r a b l e change i n t h e numbers m a r r y i n g . 

Some o f t h e i n c r e a s e i n a b s o l u t e numbers i s a t t r i b u t a b l e t o 

t h e i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n , b u t more t h a n t h i s , m a r r i a g e would 

seem t o have g a i n e d d r a m a t i c a l l y i n p o p u l a r i t y s i n c e t h e 

1930's, r e a c h i n g a peak i n t h e 1970*s, w i t h a d e c l i n e s i n c e 

t h e n . The h i g h preponderance o f m a r r i a g e i n t h e l a s t h a l f 

c e n t u r y w o u l d seem t o i m p l y t h a t H a j n a l ' s European p a t t e r n 

i s no l o n g e r a p p l i c a b l e t o t h i s c o u n t r y , t h o u g h whether t h i s 

chajige i s permanent, o r what i t i m p l i e s , has y e t t o be d i s 

c o v e r e d . 

L o o k i n g a t t h e e f f e c t s o f t h e o v e r a l l i n c r e a s e i n maurriages 

on women. Table 3 i n d i c a t e s a g r o w i n g p e r c e n t a g e o f s p i n s t e r s 

m a r r y i n g f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s c e n t u r y up t o a peak i n 
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TABLE 2 - r̂ UMBER OF MARRIAGES IN ENGLAND & WALES 1841 - 1980 
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Source: B i r t h S t a t i s t i c s 1980 

TABLE 3 - MARRIAGE RATES ENGLAND & WALES 1851 - 1980 
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t h e l a t e 1960's and e a r l y 1970* Sf w i t h a d e c l i n e s i n c e t h e n . 

The p r o p o r t i o n o f fe m a l e s m a r r y i n g per thousand m a r r i a g e a b l e 

women ( w h i c h i n c l u d e s r e m a i r r i a g e s o f women who a r e widowed 

o r d i v o r c e d ) a l s o shows an o v e r a l l i n c r e a s e t h r o u g h o u t t h i s 

c e n t u r y r e a c h i n g a peak i n 1972, s i n c e when i t has dropped 

somewhat• 

When r e c e n t f i g u r e s a r e s t u d i e d more c l o s e l y t h e d e c l i n e i n 

m a r r i a g e r a t e s o v e r t h e p a s t decade becomes more a p p a r e n t . 

I n s p i t e o f a s m a l l i n c r e a s e between 1978 and 1980 t h e o v e r a l l 

decrease has been s i g n i f i c a n t ( s e e Appendix 1 , T a b l e A ) . 

T h i s decrease i n t h e number o f m a r r i a g e s has t a k e n p l a c e 

d e s p i t e a c o n s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e i n t h e number o f r e m a r r i a g e s . 

-Between -1961-and--1980-the-remarriage-rate-for-women d o u b l e d 

and t h e r e m a i r r i a g e r a t e f o r men ( w h i c h i s between t h r e e aoid 

f o u r t i m e s h i g h e r t h a n t h a t f o r women) a l s o i n c r e a s e d sub-

s t a n t i a l l y ^ » Table 4 i n d i c a t e s t h e i n c r e a s i n g p r o p o r t i o n 

o f r e m a r r i a g e s as a p e r c e n t a g e o f a l l m a r r i a g e s . 

D i v o r c e and r e m a r r i a g e w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d f u r t h e r l a t e r : 
t h e p r e s e n t p o i n t t o be made i s t h a t t h e c u r r e n t t r e n d 
towards r e m a r r i a g e has b o o s t e d o t h e r w i s e d e c l i n i n g m a r r i a g e 
r a t e s . 
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TABLE 4 - MARRIAGES & REMARRIAGES - ENGLAND & WALES 

1961 - 1980 

1961 1966 1971 1976 1979 1980 

T o t a l m a r r i a g e s 
(Thousands) 387 426 447 396 407 409 

F i r s t m a r r i a g e 
f o r b o t h p a r t n e r 331 358 357 273 270 270 

Remarriage f o r 
one o r b o t h 
p a r t n e r s 56 66 90 123 137 139 

Remarriage as a 
pe r c e n t a g e o f a l l 
m a r r i a g e s 15 16 20 31 34 34 

Source: S o c i a l Trends. 1983. 

L o c a l m a r r i a g e p a t t e r n s i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h d u r i n g t h i s c e n t u r y 

have c l o s e l y f o l l o w e d n a t i o n a l t r e n d s , as T a b l e s B cind C i n 

Appendix 1 i l l u s t r a t e . O v e r a l l m a r r i a g e r a t e s i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h 

have been s l i g h t l y h i g h e r t h a n t h o s e f o r England and Wales as 

a whole, and t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e femal e p o p u l a t i o n widowed 

has a l s o been somewhat h i g h e r , w h i l s t t h e p r o p o r t i o n s i n g l e 

has been c o n s i s t e n t l y l o w e r . These d i f f e r e n c e s , however, are 

l a r g e l y a r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n s t r u c t u r e ^ ^ . 

T u r n i n g n e x t t o l o o k a t t h e age a t m a r r i a g e , a l t h o u g h d u r i n g 

t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y m a r r i a g e a l r e a d y o c c u r r e d a t a l a t e 

age i n England compared w i t h non-European c o u n t r i e s , t h e age 

a t m a r r i a g e became even l a t e r d u r i n g t h e l a s t decades o f 

t h a t c e n t u r y . T h i s was i n i t i a l l y and p a x t i c u l a r l y t r u e f o r 
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^ TABLE 5 - AVERAGE AGE (MEDIAN) AT MARRIAGE OF BRIDES 
ENGLAND & WALES 1901 - 1980 
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Source: M a r r i a g e and D i v o r c e S t a t i s t i c s 1980 

TABLE 6 - RATES OF FIRST MARRIAGES FOR WOMEN IN ENGLAND 
& WALES, 1966, 1971, 1976, 1978-80. 
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f o r t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s , though t h e p a t t e r n d i d s p r e a d t o 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s t o some e x t e n t . D u r i n g most o f t h i s 

c e n t u r y , however, and p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e t h e 1930's, t h e r e 

has been a r e v e r s a l away f r o m H a j n a l ' s 'European P a t t e r n ' , 

and t h e age a t w h i c h men and women mar r y has s t e a d i l y 

d e c l i n e d f o r a l l s o c i a l c l a s s e s , t h o u g h t h e d i f f e r e n t i a l 

remains t h a t t h o s e w i t h h i g h e r o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s t e n d t o 
^ 34 ̂  

maurry l a t e r t h a n t h o s e o f l o w e r o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s ^ 

Whereas m a r r i a g e f o r women had o f t e n been p o s t p o n e d u n t i l t h e 

l a t e r t w e n t i e s t h e mediain age o f m a r r i a g e f o r a l l women i n 

England and Wales dropped f r o m 25.5 i n 1906-10 t o 21.7 i n 

1966-70; t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g f i g u r e s f o r s p i n s t e r s were 25.2 

t o 21.3 (see Table 5 ) . D u r i n g t h e l a s t decade however, t h i s t r e n d has r e v e r s e d somewhat, as T a b l e 6 i n d i c a t e s , w i t h 

d e c r e a s i n g p r o p o r t i o n s o f younger s p i n s t e r s m a r r y i n g . Over 

t h i s l a s t decade t h e m a r r i a g e r a t e s f o r s p i n s t e r s i n t h e i r 

t h i r t i e s have i n c r e a s e d s l i g h t l y ^ ^ . 

The i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e r e c e n t t r e n d away f r o m e a r l i e r 

m a r r i a g e a r e n o t c l e a x . As y e t i t c e r t a i n l y w o u l d n o t s i g 

n i f y a r e t u r n t o t h e p r e v i o u s 'European P a t t e r n ' o f l a t e 

m a r r i a g e . Some o f t h e d e c l i n e i n f i r s t t i m e m a r r i a g e r a t e s 

may be ac c o u n t e d f o r by an i n c r e a s e i n c o h a b i t a t i o n . 1 1 % o f 

women i n Gre a t B r i t a i n aged 18-49 were c o h a b i t i n g d u r i n g 

1980-81 b u t n o t a l l o f t h e s e were s p i n s t e r s . C o h a b i t a t i o n i s 

i n f a c t c o n s i d e r a b l y more p r e v a l e n t amongst widowed, d i v o r c e d 

or s e p a r a t e d women, p a r t i c u l a r l y amongst t h e 18-24 age g r o u p . 

31 



N e v e r t h e l e s s 7% o f a l l s p i n s t e r s aged 18-24 were f o u n d t o 

be l i v i n g w i t h a man as h i s w i f e and 9% o f a l l s p i n s t e r s 

aged 18-49, as shown i n T a b l e 7. 

TABLE 7 - PROPORTION OF WOMEN AGED 18-49 COHABITING 1980 - 8 1 , 
GREAT BRITAIN 

Age S i n g l e Widowed, 
D i v o r c e d , 
S e p a r a t e d 

A l l S i n g l e , 
Widowed, 
D i v o r c e d o r 
Se p a r a t e d 

18-24 7 20 8 

25-49 11 17 15 

A l l aged 
18-49 9 18 11 

Source: S o c i a l Trends. 1983, p. 28. 

Some o f t h e d e c l i n e i n e a r l y m a r r i a g e r a t e s may be due t o 

young women d e l a y i n g m a r r i a g e w h i l s t t h e y c o h a b i t w i t h t h e i r 

f u t u r e p a r t n e r . T a b le 8, showing p r e m a r i t a l c o h a b i t a t i o n 

r a t e s , i n d i c a t e s t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e d u r i n g t h e p a s t 

t w e n t y y e a r s i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n s o f women o f a l l ages who 

l i v e d w i t h t h e i r husband p r i o r t o m a r r i a g e . Only t h o s e i n 

rows 2 and 3, however, would a f f e c t t h e decrea s e i n t h e 

numbers o f s p i n s t e r s m a r r y i n g i n t h e i r t e e n s . S i n ce t h e 

maurriage r a t e s f o r persons aged under t w e n t y were a l m o s t 

h a l v e d between 1971-80 c o h a b i t a t i o n c l e a r l y does n o t ac c o u n t 

f o r t h e whole o f t h e change. 
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TABLE 8 - PERCENTAGES OF WOMEN AGED 16-49 IN 1981 WHO HAD 
LIVED WITH THEIR HUSBAND BEFORE THEIR CURRENT OR 
MOST RECENT MARRIAGE (GREAT BRITAIN) 

Age o f woman 
a t m a r r i a g e 

Year o f M a r r i a g e Age o f woman 
a t m a r r i a g e 

1960-
1964 

1965-
1969 

1970-
1974 

1975-
1976 

1977-
1978 

1979-
1980 

1 s t m a r r i a g e 
16-19 3 3 6 9 21 19 

20-24 2 2 6 9 13 15 

25-49 7 3 8 • ^ 1 8 — 

A l l aged 
16-49 3 2 6 10 16 18 

Remarriage f o r one o r b o t h p a r t n e r s 

A l l aged 
16-49 43 71 51 58 

Source: S o c i a l Trends. 1983, p. 28. 

As a l r e a d y mentioned, r e m a r r i a g e c u r r e n t l y a c c o u n t s f o r a 

gro w i n g p r o p o r t i o n o f a l l m a r r i a g e s p e r f o r m e d ( 3 4 ^ i n 1980) 

Table 9 i n d i c a t e s t h e e f f e c t o f r e m a r r i a g e s on t h e o v e r a l l 

m a r r i a g e r a t e d u r i n g t h i s c e n t u r y . Apeurt f r o m peaks f o l l o w 

i n g each war the r e m a r r i a g e r a t e f o r women had remained 

r e l a t i v e l y s t a t i c u n t i l t h e 1970*s, b u t s i n c e t h e n r a p i d l y 

r i s i n g r a t e s o f r e m a r r i a g e have p r e v e n t e d t h e o v e r a l l 

m a r r i a g e r a t e f r o m f a l l i n g as f a s t as i t o t h e r w i s e would 

have done w i t h t h e d e c l i n e i n f i r s t t i m e m a r r i a g e s . 
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TABLE 9 - MARRIAGE AND REMARRIAGE RATES FOR WOMEN IN ENGLAND 
& WALES 1901 - 1980 

ioo. 

TO 

Rates 
per 
t h o u 
sand 

504 

3o 

20 

10 J 

p e r t h o u . S p i n s t e r 
p o p u l a t i o n 16 and 
over 

A l l m a r r i a g e 
Females m a r r y i n g per 
thousand u n m a r r i e d 
f e m a l e s aged 16 amd 
over ( i n c l u d i n g 
widowed and d i v o r c e d 

Re
m a r r i a g e s 

^ m e n r e m a r r y 
i n g per t h o u , 

widowed o r d i v o r c e d women. 
T • ' — r ~ ~ i " • r 

Time i n 5 year p e r i o d s 
Source: M a r r i a g e & D i v o r c e S t a t i s t i c s . 1980 

TABLE 10 - AGE AT MARRIAGE OF FEMALES IN ENGLAND & WALES 1966-80 

4ff 

Median 

m a r r i a g e 

30 

25 J 

IfU /97I 
Time p e r i o d 

Source: OPCS MONITOR, 1982 
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Remarriages have a l s o had em e f f e c t on t h e o v e r a l l age o f 

mairriage f o r women d u r i n g t h e l a s t decade. W h i l s t t h e age 

o f s p i n s t e r s m a r r y i n g has shown a s l i g h t b u t s t e a d y i n 

c r e a s e , f r o m a median o f 21.2 i n 1966 t o 21.4 i n 1971, up 

t o 21.8 i n 1980, t h e median age o f women r e m a r r y i n g has 

dropped c o n s i d e r a b l y , f r o m 41.1 i n 1966 t o 38.3 and 34.7 i n 

1971 and 1980 r e s p e c t i v e l y . I n s p i t e o f t h i s d r o p i n t h e 

age o f women r e m a r r y i n g , t h e c o n s i d e r a b l y l a r g e r p r o p o r t i o n 

o f t h e s e o l d e r women e n t e r i n g i n t o m a r r i a g e f o r a second or 

subsequent t i m e has b o o s t e d t h e median age a t m a r r i a g e f o r 

a l l women t o a g r e a t e r e x t e n t t h a n t h a t f o r s p i n s t e r s a l o n e 

( f r o m 21.6 i n 1966, t o 22.0 i n 1971 and 23.2 i n 1 9 8 0 ) , as 

seen i n T a b l e 10. 

T h i s d r o p i n t h e age o f women r e m a r r y i n g i s e n t i r e l y due t o 

t h e i n c r e a s e i n d i v o r c e d women who r e m a r r y . S t a t i s t i c s 

showing t h e age o f widows a t r e m a r r i a g e d u r i n g t h i s c e n t u r y 

i n d i c a t e l a t e r ages ( a t r e m a r r i a g e ) f o r t h e l a t t e r yeaxs o f 

t h i s c e n t u r y , i n c r e a s i n g f r o m a modal r a n g e o f 35-9 i n 1901, 

t o one o f 60-4 i n 1 9 8 0 ^ ^ ^ \ The median age a t r e m a r r i a g e i n 

1980 f o r widows was 55.0, w h i l s t t h a t f o r d i v o r c e d women was 

3 3 . 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ The o v e r a l l p r o p o r t i o n o f widows has i n c r e a s e d 

t h r o u g h o u t t h i s c e n t u r y due t o t h e a g e i n g p o p u l a t i o n , f r o m 

74 per thousand f e m a l e p o p u l a t i o n i n England and Watles i n 

1901 t o 115 i n 1980, as seen i n T a b l e 1 1 . 
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TABLE 11 - WIDOWS PER THOUSAND POPULATION, GREAT BRITAIN, 
1901 - 1981 

Year 1901 1911 1921 1931 1951 1961 1971 1981 

Widows 
per 
thousand 
f e m a l e 
p o p u l a 
t i o n 

74 73 82 86 102 106 111 115 

Source: M a r r i a g e and D i v o r c e S t a t i s t i c s 

The p r o p o r t i o n o f widows i n each age group however, has f a l l e n 

over t h e c e n t u r y , r e v e a l i n g t h e i n c r e a s i n g number o f widows 
who r e m a r r y ( 3 8 ) 

The s t r i k i n g i m p a c t o f d i v o r c e has o n l y o c c u r r e d s i n c e t h e 

p a s s i n g o f t h e 1971 D i v o r c e Reform A c t . P r i o r t o t h a t t i m e 

t h e numbers o f d i v o r c e s i n England and Wales d i d show some 

c o n s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e d u r i n g t h e c o u r s e o f t h i s c e n t u r y , b u t 

t h e i n c r e a s e i n t h e r a t e s d u r i n g t h e p a s t decade have been 

d r a m a t i c , as seen i n T a b l e s 12 and 13. The numbers o f 

d i v o r c e s g r a n t e d v i r t u a l l y d o u b l e d between 1971 and 1978, 

and s i n c e t h a t t i m e have moved e r r a t i c a l l y , b u t remained h i g h . 

The h i g h e s t d i v o r c e r a t e c u r r e n t l y o c c u r s f o r women i n t h e 

25-9 year age group, these a c c o u n t i n g f o r 2 3% o f w i v e s who 

d i v o r c e d i n 1981. The median d u r a t i o n o f m a r r i a g e s e n d i n g 

i n d i v o r c e i n 1981 was 10.1 y e a r s . The number o f men and 

women who d i v o r c e f o r a second o r subsequent t i m e i s i n c r e a s i n g ; 

t h i s a c c o u n t s f o r one i n n i n e o f t h o s e who d i v o r c e d i n 1981^*^^^. 
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TABLE 12 - NUMBER OF DIVORCES IN 5 YEAR TOTALS 1901 - 1980, 
ENGLAND & WALES 

700 

Thousands 
o f 
d i v o r c e s 
i n f i v e 
y ear 

600 J 

t o t a l s 500 

400 

300 

zoo 

/oo. 

Time i n 5 year p e r i o d s 1901 - I 9 8 0 
Source: M a r r i a g e and D i v o r c e S t a t i s t i c s . 1980 

TABLE 13 - NUMBER OF DIVORCES IN ENGLAND & WALES 1970 - 1981 

Number 
m joo 4 
thousands 

50 J 

I970 
Year m o 

Source: M a r r i a g e and D i v o r c e S t a t i s t i c s . 1980 
and OPCS MONITOR. 1983 



W h i l s t many s t a t i s t i c s a r e a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e m a r r i e d , 

d i v o r c e d and widowed, i n f o r m a t i o n about t h e s i n g l e i s more 

d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d ; most o f i t o n l y becomes e v i d e n t t h r o u g h 

a p r o c e s s o f d e d u c t i o n , and many a n a l y s e s o f s t a t i s t i c s f o r 

women e x c l u d e any d e t a i l s a b o u t t h e u n m a r r i e d ( f o r i n s t a n c e 

t h e OPCS b o o k l e t Women i n B r i t a i n 1971-76 nowhere mentions 

women who axe n e i t h e r w i v e s nor m o t h e r s ) . As a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , 

t h e r e has been an o v e r a l l decrease i n t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f t h o s e 

r e m a i n i n g unmaurried s i n c e t h e 1930's, t h i s b e i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y 

d r a m a t i c f o r women i n t h e i r t w e n t i e s d u r i n g t h e years 1931-60, 

and t r u e f o r a l l age groups u n t i l t h e 1980's. Since t h e 

1970*s t h e p r o p o r t i o n s f o r a l l women i n t h e age groups 16-34 

r e m a i n i n g s i n g l e has i n c r e a s e d , though t h a t i n a l l subsequent 

age groups has decreased, l a r g e l y due t o t h e niombers o f s p i n 

s t e r s i n t h e s e age groups m a r r y i n g men i n t h e i r second or 

subsequent m a r r i a g e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , s i n g l e women o f a l l ages 

now make up 36.7% o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i n England and Wales, and 

c u r r e n t l y 10.8% o f women aged 16-59, and 10.0% o f women i n 
(40 ) 

t h e age group s i x t y and over^ T h i s a c c o u n t s f o r o v e r 

t h i r t y - s e v e n thousand women aged s i x t e e n and o v e r . 
CONCLUSION 

Many f a c e t s o f m a r r i a g e can be seen t o be i n a s t a t e o f f l u x 

w i t h c h a n g i n g p a t t e r n s i n t h e ways i n w h i c h p a r t n e r s e n t e r 

i n t o and e x t r i c a t e t h e m selves f r o m m a r r i a g e . C o h a b i t a t i o n , 

d i v o r c e , r e m a r r i a g e and l o n g e r l i v e s a l l i n f l u e n c e t h e l i k e 

l i h o o d , meaning and e x p e c t a t i o n s o f m a r r i a g e , and c o r r e s p o n d -
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i n g l y , the a t t i t u d e s towairds the married and the unmarried. 

The marked d e c l i n e of f i r s t marriages during the 1970*s, 

accompanied by the i n c r e a s i n g age a t f i r s t marriage suggests 

that f o l l o w i n g the i n c r e a s e i n numbers of women marrying 

from the 1930's onwards, marriage i s now s u f f e r i n g a d e c l i n e 

i n p o p u l a r i t y amongst younger s p i n s t e r s . F i g u r e s imply t h a t 

some, but not a l l of t h i s change may be accounted f o r by a 

s u b s t i t u t i o n of c o h a b i t a t i o n f o r marriage, but the tr e n d i s 

too recent f o r f u r t h e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s to be made with any 

confidence. 

The v a s t l y i n c r e a s e d d i v o r c e r a t e has wide-ranging i m p l i c a 

t i o n s f o r marriage. There i s an i n c r e a s e d l i k e l i h o o d of 

marriage f o r never-married older women who may marry p r e v i o u s l y -

married men. The m a j o r i t y of d i v o r c e e s remarry, and remarriages 

n w account f o r one t h i r d of a l l marriages, though second 

marriages prove twice as l i k e l y to end i n d i v o r c e as those of 

people of s i m i l a r ages who marry f o r the f i r s t time. S e r i a l 

marriages are t h e r e f o r e becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y common as 

growing numbers of people move from one marriage to another. 

Changes i n marriage p a t t e r n s during t h i s c e n t u r y meaji t h a t 

w h i l s t there i s am i n c r e a s e d p r o b a b i l i t y that women w i l l 

experience marriage a t some time i n t h e i r l i v e s , e q u a l l y more 

women can expect to spend time o u t s i d e marriage, whether due 

to non-marriage, d i v o r c e or widowhood, and changes i n m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s are becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y common. The high numbers of 

marriages performed each year should not b l i n d us to the f a c t 
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t h a t many women a r e e 3 c i s t i n g o u t s i d e of the i n s t i t u t i o n , 

whether permanently or t e m p o r a r i l y , and the r e l e v a n c e of 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s f o r t h e i r l i v e s remains l a r g e l y uneacamined. 

T h i s r e s e a r c h t h e r e f o r e aims to e x p l o r e the changing 

meanings of marriage and non-marriage f o r women during t h i s 

centtiry and to a s s e s s the extent to which women's m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s i n f l u e n c e s t h e i r l i v e s , both i n m a t e r i a l and non-

m a t e r i a l ways. 

40 



CHAPTER ONE : NOTES 

1. See for i n s t a n c e , B u s f i e l d and Paddon (1977), 

i n t r o d u c t i o n and pp. 130-2; and Gavron (1975), Ch. 3. 

2. Since the Le g a l Aid Act of 1950 there has been a v a s t 

i n c r e a s e i n the numbers d i v o r c i n g as the Act brought 

d i v o r c e w i t h i n the reach of those who otherwise could 

not have afforded i t , and from that time women have 

p e t i t i o n e d f o r d i v o r c e more f r e q u e n t l y than men have. 

For example, the percentages of men and women p e t i t i o n 

ing f or d i v o r c e a r e as f o l l o w s : 

1874 Men 60% Women 40% 
1949 Men 49% Women 51% 
1969 Men 37% Women 63% 

The Divorce Reform Act of 1969, which becaane law i n 

1971, r a d i c a l l y changed the law r e l a t i n g to d i v o r c e , 

a b o l i s h i n g a l l previous grounds and r e p l a c i n g them w i t h 

one: t h a t the marriage has * i r r e t r i e v a b l y broken down'. 

Th i s may be e s t a b l i s h e d by proof of one or more of f i v e 

f a c t o r s which a r e s e t out i n the Act. L e g i s l a t i o n 

t h e r e f o r e no longer demands t h a t a matrimonial offence 

need have been committed to terminate a marriage, and 

as Hart p o i n t s out, the power to pass judgement on the 

v i a b i l i t y of a co n j u g a l r e l a t i o n s h i p has been l a r g e l y 

taken out of the hands of the Divorce Court judge and 

placed w i t h i n the c o n t r o l of i n d i v i d u a l husbands and 

wives (Hart (1976), p. i x ) . The notion of marriage 

thereby changes to one of a shared undertaking, d i s -
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s o l u b l e a t the i n s t a n c e of e i t h e r p a r t y * 

3. For f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s see F i n c h (1983)• 

4. Davidoff, L'Esperance and Newby - i n M i t c h e l l and 

Oakley (1976), pp* 151-157. 

5. E h r e n r e i c h and E n g l i s h (1979), p. 17. 

6. V i c i n u s ( 1 9 7 7 ) . 

7. Deacon and H i l l ( 1 9 7 2 ) . 

8. Greg (1862). 

9. Hammerton i n V i c i n u s (1980), Ch. 3. 

10. Holbrook, quoted i n E h r e n r e i c h ( 1 9 7 9 ) , p. 108. 

11. -_Hall,_quoted_in.,Ehrenreich (1979),_p. -116.. 

12. Dyhouse (1971 ) . 

13. Davidoff, L'Esperance and Newby - i n M i t c h e l l and 
Oakley (1976), p. 169. 

14. M i t c h e l l i n V i c i n u s (1980), Ch. 2. 

15. Deacon and H i l l ( 1 9 7 7 ) . 

16. Hammerton i n V i c i n u s (1980), Ch. 3. 

17. See f o r i n s t a n c e Rowbothajn (1975) and Bvirnett (1974) 

18. Dyhouse (1977 ) . 

19. Hamilton (1981), p. 133. 

20. Lambertz (1983). 

21. Wilson (1980), p. 22. 
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22. Wilson (1980), p. 22. 

23. Mclntyre i n Barker and A l l e n (1976), pp. 159-169. 

24. E h r e n r e i c h and E n g l i s h (1979), p. 258. 

25. E h r e n r e i c h and E n g l i s h (1979), pp. 258-263. 

26. B u s f i e l d i n R i c h a r d s (1974), p. 22. 

27. E e k e l a a r (1971). 

28. Barker i n L i t t l e j o h n (1978), p. 259. 

29. C a r t e r and C l i c k (1976), p. 298. 

30. H a j n a l (1965). 

31. B u s f i e l d and Paddon (1971), p. 116. 

32. - -Social-Trends,-1983.-- - . -

33. B u c k f a s t l e i g h , i n common with the r e s t of Devon aoid 

the South West i n g e n e r a l , has an o l d e r age s t r u c t u r e 

than that of England and Wales, as Table D i n Appendix 

1 i n d i c a t e s . I n 1981 the South West had the lowest 

percentage of i t s population aged under f i v e of a l l 

regions i n the United Kingdom, and the h i g h e s t propor

t i o n of people of pensionable age. T h i s i s p r i m a r i l y 

due to the p o p u l a r i t y of the r e g i o n as a r e t i r e m e n t 

a r e a ; a p a t t e r n which has been i n o p e r a t i o n a t l e a s t 

s i n c e the 1930's. 

34. B u s f i e l d and Paddon (1977), p. 8. 

35. From the f i g u r e s a v a i l a b l e i t would appear t h a t 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h marriage r a t e s f o r each age group have 
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followed n a t i o n a l trends and 1981 f i g u r e s f o r 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h , Devon aind England and Wales a r e 

broadly s i m i l a r , except f o r the s i z e a b l e i n c r e a s e 

i n the o l d e r p o p u l a t i o n i n Devon. See T a b l e s E 

and F i n Appendix 1. 

36. Marriage and Divorce S t a t i s t i c s (1980), p. 21. 

37. S o c i a l Trends (1983), p. 30. 

38. Marriage and Divorce S t a t i s t i c s ( 1 9 8 0 ) , p. 11. 

39. OPCS Monitor (198 3 ) . 

40. 1981 Census. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE THEORETICAL BACKGROUND TO THE RESEARCH 

INTRODUCTION 

Any d i s c u s s i o n of t h e o r e t i c a l i s s u e s r e l a t i n g t o m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s tends towards a l i s t of omissions. I n g e n e r a l most 

s o c i o l o g i c a l debate r e f l e c t s popular opinion by c o n c e n t r a t i n g 

on the family-based nature of l i f e , g e n e r a t i n g t h e o r i e s 

which, i m p l i c i t l y or e x p l i c i t l y , a re assumed to be relevamt 

f o r the whole population and r a r e l y q u e s t i o n i n g whether 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s p l a y s ajiy p a r t i n r e n d e r i n g t h e s e t h e o r i e s 

v a l i d or i n v a l i d . W h i l s t s o c i o l o g i c a l t h e o r i e s might assume 

a s i m i l a r i t y between the married aind unmaxried woman, 

s o c i e t y a t l a r g e does not. Adams quotes some f i f t e e n year 

o l d ' s images of a s p i n s t e r : 'A s p i n s t e r i s an unmarried woman 

who l i v e s by h e r s e l f and behaves i n a manly way' ... *A 

s p i n s t e r i s an e l d e r l y woman whom no-one wants to marry' 

As Hart says, the unmarried a r e of t e n the s u b j e c t of m y s t i 

f i e d s p e c u l a t i o n on the p a r t of t h e i r married p e e r s , and axe 

e i t h e r p i t i e d , or exposed to c a t e g o r i s a t i o n as s e x u a l d e v i a n t s 

or m i s f i t s who have been l e f t on the s h e l f ^ 

S o c i o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s , when they do acknowledge m a r i t a l s t a t u s , 

a r e not above such s p e c u l a t i o n . For i n s t a n c e , C a r t e r and 

C l i c k d i s c u s s i n g the unmarried say, 'Some b a c h e l o r s and s p i n 

s t e r s d e l i b e r a t e l y choose to remain s i n g l e , but they a r e very 

l i k e l y i n the min o r i t y * , and again, 'some of them ( w i l l never 

marry) through c h o i c e , but perhaps more of them because of 
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unsurmounted o b s t a c l e s to m a r r i a g e ' ( M y emphasis). 

Such s p e c u l a t i v e assumption appears unavoidable due to the 

p a u c i t y of s o c i o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h i n t o the reasons f o r non-

marriage amongst women, or i n t o the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the 

unmarried. 

The l a c k of i n t e r e s t i n the unmarried i s i l l u s t r a t e d by the 

ambiguity of the term. W h i l s t the never-married c e r t a i n l y 

f i t i n t o t h i s category there i s o f t e n c o n f u s i o n as to whether 

the separated, d i v o r c e d or widowed are i n c l u d e d . T h i s r e s e a r c h , 

i n aiming to explore the e f f e c t s of m a r i t a l s t a t u s for women 

i n c l u d e s those who have been, but no longer axe, married, 

w h i l s t acknowledging that each of these d i f f e r e n t s t a t u s e s 

may have d i f f e r e n t i m p l i c a t i o n s . Whilst o f f i c i a l s t a t i s t i c s , 

s o c i a l p o l i c i e s , s o c i o l o g i c a l t h e o r i e s , and even many f e m i n i s t 

s t u d i e s tend to assume t h a t the r o l e of a womain i s synonymous 

with that of a wif e aind mother, t h i s r e s e a r c h aims to explore 
(4) 

to what extent t h i s i s tr u e ^ 

The r e s e a r c h s t a r t s from the b a s i c q u e s t i o n , to what extent 

a r e s i n g l e women l i k e married women? When the concept of 

womanhood i s so t i g h t l y bound up wi t h marriage, how f a r do 

s i n g l e women conform to the female r o l e and i d e n t i t y and to 

what extent do these r e l a t e to women who were, but no longer 

a r e married? T h i s r e s e a r c h has wider i m p l i c a t i o n s than merely 

q u e s t i o n i n g the r e l e v a n c e of marriage-based t h e o r i e s f o r 

women outside marriage. I f unmarried women a c t and f e e l i n 

ways which do not c o i n c i d e w i t h t h e i r married c o u n t e r p a r t s , 
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then new hypotheses should be generated which taike women's 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s i n t o account. When, however, women o u t s i d e 

marriage do appear to conform w i t h those who axe married, 

the question which remains to be answered i s - why? When 

the m a t e r i a l circumstances f o r women ou t s i d e maxriage aire 

c l e a r l y d i f f e r e n t from those who l i v e w i t h a husband, t h e r e 

seems l i t t l e r e a l reason f o r a s i m i l a r i t y of l i f e s t y l e s or 

b e l i e f s. 

MATERIAL FACTORS OR IDEOLOGICAL INFLUENCE? 

I n s i t u a t i o n s where unmarried women do seem to a c t and/or 

thin k i n s i m i l a r ways to married women there would app>ear 

to be two p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n s . I n the f i r s t c a s e there may . 

be few other options a v a i l a b l e . I n c i r c u m s t a n c e s where the 

m a j o r i t y of the a d u l t population are married, few a l t e r n a t i v e 

ways of behaving may present themselves to those whose s i t u a 

t i o n i s d i f f e r e n t . The other explamation i s summed up i n the 

s o c i o l o g i c a l term, ideology. The notion of ideology used i n 

t h i s work i s that of an i d e a which i s w i d e l y held^based on 

c e r t a i n s o c i a l p r a c t i c e s . One of the f e a t u r e s o f ideology i s 

the way i n which i n d i v i d u a l s are unawaxe of the p o s s i b l y contra

d i c t o r y waysin which they are behaving, and cannot envisage 

a l t e r n a t i v e s . I f women grow up expecting to become wives, and 

understand t h e i r womanhood i n terms of being the wife of a 

man, then whether or not the a c t u a l i t y a x i s e s they may a c t as 

i f i t had. I n t h i s way they may be conforming to the ideology 

that womanhood equals wifehood. 
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These two expla n a t i o n s - m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s and ideology -

are c l e a r l y i n t e r l i n k e d . W h i l s t l i m i t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s r e s 

t r i c t p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r a c t i o n , they are a l s o l i k e l y to 

r e s t r i c t e x p e c t a t i o n s and ambitions and thereby encourage the 

upholding of the ideology. There may however, be s i t u a t i o n s 

where unmarried women do wish to a c t d i f f e r e n t l y , but because 

of t h e i r l i m i t e d c i r c u m s t a n c e s can f i n d no way of doing so. 

An i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o unmarried and married women's a c t i o n s 

and b e l i e f s under s i m i l a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s may i n d i c a t e the 

str e n g t h of the ideology whereby women r e l a t e to the image of 

wifehood. I f c e r t a i n women f i n d i t p o s s i b l e to a c t i n ways 

which do not conform to the expected wife-image, the i m p l i c a 

t i o n i s that o t h e r s i n th a t s i t u a t i o n could do l i k e w i s e , and 

t h e r e f o r e those who do comply with the wife-image a r e e i t h e r 

i n f l u e n c e d by other p e r s o n a l m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s or are r e f l e c t i n g 

the hold the ideology has on them. 

THE RELEVANCE AND MEANINGS OF MARRIAGE 

S o c i o l o g i c a l t h e o r i e s i n g e n e r a l and f e m i n i s t t h e o r i e s i n 

p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e much emphasis on the oppression women s u f f e r 

as wives and/or mothers. I t i s r a r e l y made c l e a r however, 

whether t h i s oppression i s experienced by a l l women i r r e s p e c t i v e 

of t h e i r m a r i t a l s t a t u s , due to the i d e o l o g i c a l b e l i e f t h a t 

a l l w i l l be, a r e , or should be wives; or whether i t i s only 

r e l e v a n t to those women who a c t u a l l y aire wives, and t h e r e f o r e 

a r e i n the p o s i t i o n to be oppressed by a husband. T h i s study 

aims to explore c e r t a i n a r e a s of women's l i v e s i n aji attempt 
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to c l a r i f y t h i s i s s u e and to understand whether women axe 

oppressed s p e c i f i c a l l y as wives, or g e n e r a l l y a^ women. 

Acknowledging the f a c t t h a t t h i s may change w i t h time, two 

groups of women, one from the f i r s t h a l f of t h i s century 

and one from the l a t t e r h a l f a r e s t u d i e d , thereby p e r m i t t i n g 

comparison over time. 

Marriage and non-marriage have d i f f e r e n t meanings ajid im

p l i c a t i o n s f o r women depending on t h e i r p o s i t i o n i n h i s t o r i c a l 

time, t h e i r s o c i a l c l a s s , and v a r i o u s other c o n t e x t u a l c i r 

cumstances. Any attempt to look f o r d i f f e r e n c e s or s i m i l a r 

i t i e s between women n e c e s s i t a t e s an understanding of what 

marriage was expected to provide f o r the women concerned, 

thereby suggesting the f a c t o r s which encouraged women to marry 

or not marry. The ideology which l i n k s marriage with romantic 

love i m p l i e s t h a t the reasons f o r marriage are i n e x p l i c a b l e . 

Mount, f o r i n s t a n c e , e x p l a i n s marriage and the fsimily as being 

'a way of l i v i n g which i s both so i n t e n s e and so enduring 

( t h a t i t ) i s p a r t of being human'^^^. W h i l s t the c u r r e n t 

emphasis on romance, love and ' n a t u r a l ' p a r t n e r i n g tends to 

d i s g u i s e other f a c t o r s , marriage c l e a r l y does have m a t e r i a l 

i m p l i c a t i o n s , and such c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n e v i t a b l y i n f l u e n c e 

women's d e c i s i o n s . At present l i t t l e i s known about the con

s i d e r a t i o n s which i n f l u e n c e women f o r or a g a i n s t marriage or 

the p e r s o n a l circumstances under which women were, or a r e , 

most l i k e l y to marry. Besides t h e i r g eneral s i t u a t i o n , women's 

home l i f e , t h e i r e x p e c t a t i o n s of marriage, t h e i r hopes, 
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ambitions and o p p o r t u n i t i e s a l l need e x p l o r i n g . Such 

information i s an e s s e n t i a l f i r s t s t e p towards understajiding 

more about the circum s t a n c e s and f e e l i n g s of the married and 

unmarried. 

WOMEN AND HOUSEWORK 

For those women who do marry ther e i s a strong ideology which 

l i n k s them w i t h the home. The image of the wif e as housewife 

i s a p e r v a s i v e concept with a long h i s t o r i c a l background, 

as d e s c r i b e d i n Chapter One. Housework, as an i s s u e which 

combines both p r a c t i c a l and i d e o l o g i c a l a s p e c t s , i s a con

venient s t a r t i n g point from which to e x p l o r e unmaxried women's 

r e l a t i o n s h i p to the married women»s r o l e . 

W h i l s t c e r t a i n household chores a r e n e c e s s i t i e s , the energy 

expended on housework by most married women c l e a r l y goes fax 

beyond t h i s . Oakley*s i n t e r v i e w s w i t h housewives i n d i c a t e 

the i n c r e a s i n g l y high standsurds women s e t f o r themselves i n 

t h e i r homes, and the g u i l t they experience when these are not 

a t t a i n e d ^ T h i s p r o l i f e r a t i o n of housework may be p a x t l y 

accounted f o r by the way i n which wives see t h e i r 'homemaker• 

r o l e as an accompaniment to t h e i r husband's *breadwiner* r o l e . 

In order to f e e l j u s t i f i e d i n a c c e p t i n g the shared income 

they f e e l t h a t they must e x c e l a t t h e i r work. Reseaxch 

i n d i c a t e s , however, that even i n households where women work 

i n paid employment w h i l s t t h e i r husbands c a r e f o r the c h i l d r e n , 

men axe f r e e from a n x i e t y about maintaining domestic standards 

and keeping busy i n a way i n which women a r e not. T h i s 
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suggests that such standards have an i d e o l o g i c a l f o r c e f o r 
women which they do not have f o r men^^^. 

In the case of unmarried women l i v i n g alone, t h e r e would 

appear to be no p r a c t i c a l reason why any housework chores 

other than bare n e c e s s i t i e s need be c a x r i e d out, these women 

being f r e e from o b l i g a t i o n s towairds o t h e r s . I d e o l o g i c a l 

p r e s s u r e s , however, suggest o t h e r w i s e . I f , as B a r r e t t and 

Mcintosh c l a i m , women's consignment to housework does not 

depend on marriage and f i n a n c i a l support, but on the assump-

t i o n that housekeeping i s a n a t u r a l a d j u n c t of f e m i n i t y ^ , 

women o u t s i d e marriage are a l s o l i k e l y to be i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 

the ideology which encourages an emotional investment i n 

housework aind the corresponding p r o l i f e r a t i o n of housework 

chores. An i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o the time which married and un-

maxried women spend on housework chores and t h e i r a t t i t u d e s 

towards them may i n d i c a t e the degree to which women o u t s i d e 

marriage r e l a t e to the ideology which l i n k s f e m i n i t y w i t h 

d o m e s t i c i t y and the exten t to which s i n g l e , s e p a r a t e d , 

d i v o r c e d and widowed women pl a y the r o l e of a housewife i n 

the absence of a husband. T h i s should go some way towairds 

c l a r i f y i n g the i s s u e of whether women f e e l i d e o l o g i c a l l y com

mitted to the r o l e of housewife because of t h e i r p o s i t i o n as a 

wi f e , or as a woman. 

WOMEN AND HOUSING 

C l o s e l y l i n k e d with the i s s u e of housework i s t h a t of housing. 

J u s t as women are i d e o l o g i c a l l y l i n k e d w ith the home, the home 
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i s i d e o l o g i c a l l y l i n k e d w i t h marriage, to such a degree 

that f o r many people the notion of s e t t i n g up a home i s 

in s e p a r a b l e from marriage. W h i l s t the st r o n g i d e o l o g i c a l 

a s s o c i a t i o n between a home and marriage may d e t e r unmarried 

women from any c o n s i d e r a t i o n of e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r own home 

(whether rented or bought) other m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s may be 

e q u a l l y p r e v e n t a t i v e , f o r the ideology which l i n k s a home 

with marriage i s t r a n s l a t e d i n t o p r a c t i c a l terms. As Leonaird 

found i n Swansea i n the 1970*s, 'To "make a home" alone or 

wit h peers i s a c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n f o l k terms and d i f f i c u l t i n 
(9) 

p r a c t i c e ' ^ '. 

The housing market - and c o u n c i l housing i n p a r t i c u l a r - i s 

based on the n u c l e a r family^^*^^. The l i m i t e d housing market 

a v a i l a b l e f o r s i n g l e people i s documented by Morton, who 

p o i n t s out th a t s i n g l e a d u l t s a re about a t h i r d as l i k e l y as 

people with a spouse or c h i l d r e n to f i n d s e l f - c o n t a i n e d 

accommodation - and t h i s f i g u r e i n c l u d e s , along with the 

never-married the widowed and d i v o r c e d , who a r e twice as 

l i k e l y as the s i n g l e to have a home of t h e i r own. Age i s 

another determining f a c t o r , s i n g l e people of r e t i r e m e n t age 

are f a r more l i k e l y to achieve independence than those of 

working age. As Morton s a y s , 'we a r e i n danger of c r e a t i n g a 

s i t u a t i o n where the only road to independence i s through 
.(11) marriage' 

Women who a r e unmarried, and e s p e c i a l l y the never-married, 

t h e r e f o r e f a c e a double setback w i t h r e g a r d t o e s t a b l i s h i n g 
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t h e i r own home. I n the f i r s t p l a c e i d e o l o g i c a l assumptions 

may prevent them from c o n s i d e r i n g such a move, w h i l s t i n the 

second, i f they do consider i t the m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n of the 

housing market may maike i t i m p r a c t i c a l . Even f o r women who 

f r e e themselves from the ideology, c o n s i d e r l i v i n g alone, and 

are p r a c t i c a l l y a b l e to do so, a t h i r d f a c t o r s t i l l remains 

to be considered, which i s th a t of normative c o n s t r a i n t s . 

W h i l s t moving away from the p a r e n t a l home to s e t up a new 

home with a husband i s p e r f e c t l y a c c e p t a b l e , the notion of 

e l e c t i n g to do so alone i s o f t e n viewed w i t h s u s p i c i o n . To 

quote Leonard's f i n d i n g s i n Swansea a g a i n , 'To l i v e away from 
home i n the sajne town would be seen as a d e l i b e r a t e s l i g h t to 

(12 \ 
one's paurents ' ^ '. 

By i n v e s t i g a t i n g the housing c o n s i d e r a t i o n s aind c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

of married and unmarried women over two d i f f e r e n t timespans 

the i n f l u e n c e of these three f a c t o r s ; i d e o l o g i c a l assumptions, 

m a t e r i a l circumstances and normative c o n s t r a i n t s may be 

a s s e s s e d , and with them the p o s s i b l y changing degree to which 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s i n f l u e n c e s working c l a s s women's cir c u m s t a n c e s 

and f e e l i n g s with regard to e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r owi home. 

WOMEN AND EMPLOYMENT 

A f u r t h e r a r e a where women are a f f e c t e d by the assumption 

that they w i l l be, or are married i s th a t of employment. 

Women's e x p e c t a t i o n s and ambitions w i t h regard to work, the 

types of work they do, and t h e i r a t t i t u d e towards work, a l l may 

r e f l e c t a combination of i d e o l o g i c a l and m a t e r i a l c o n s i d e r a -
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t i o n s . Because of the e x p e c t a t i o n that the m a j o r i t y of women 

w i l l marry, have c h i l d r e n , and c a r e f o r these c h i l d r e n , there 

i s a general assumption t h a t women's a v a i l a b i l i t y f o r work 

w i l l be t r a n s i t o r y , v a r y i n g with t h e i r domestic l i f e c y c l e , 

and a tendency to view women's work as p u r e l y stop-gap and 

secondary to t h e i r home l i f e . 

C o n siderable changes have taken p l a c e i n the labour market 

during t h i s century, w i t h a huge i n c r e a s e i n the numbers of 

married women working. Whilst i n c r e a s i n g the numerical s i g 

n i f i c a n c e of women for the labour f o r c e , t h i s move has empha

s i s e d the image of the woman worker as a part-time worker. A 

s i t u a t i o n has evolved whereby employers e x p l o i t t h i s c a p a c i t y 

fo r part-time temporary employment, and the r e s u l t has been 

the 'dual labour market* with women tending to be engaged i n 

low-paid s u b s i d i a r y work, on the assumption t h a t women's work 

and wages a r e secondary to t h e i r h u s b a n d ' s ^ ^ . Working c l a s s 

g i r l s i n p a r t i c u l a r normally have l i t t l e opportunity to f i n d 

work which i s other than s e x - s p e c i f i c , l o w - s k i l l e d and p a r t 

of the 'secondary labour f o r c e ' , and t h e i r e s L r l y s o c i a l i s a t i o n 

i s c l o s e l y l i n k e d with work o p p o r t u n i t i e s , both r e f l e c t i n g 
/14) 

and r e i n f o r c i n g them^ In t h i s way m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s 

uphold and strengthen the ideology which emphasises marriage 

for women at the expense of any r e a l i n t e r e s t i n p a i d employ

ment. 

When women remain or become unmarried however, many of the 

assumptions which p l a c e women i n a separate category from men 
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w i t h r e g a r d t o employment are no l o n g e r r e l e v a n t . They have 

no reason t o i n t e r r u p t t h e i r w o r k i n g l i f e and t h e y have o n l y 

t h e i r own wages t o r e l y on. I n t h i s way work can no l o n g e r 

be p r a c t i c a l l y c o n s i d e r e d as a t r a n s i t o r y , i n e s s e n t i a l t i m e 

f i l l e r , i t b e i n g o f e q u a l l y c r u c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r un

m a r r i e d women as i t i s f o r u n m a r r i e d men. The ways i n w h i c h 

such women d e a l w i t h employment i s t h e r e f o r e i m p o r t a n t as an 

i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h e i d e o l o g y w h i c h assumes t h a t 

by n a t u r e o f t h e i r gender, women r e l e g a t e work t o second 

p l a c e t o t h e i r home l i f e . 

The c o n s t r a i n i n g e f f e c t o f m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s must be bor n e 

i n mind however. When the l a b o u r market i n a p a r t i c u l a r a r e a 

o f f e r s few o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r non sex s p e c i f i c w o r k , women a r e 

n o t o n l y u n l i k e l y t o f i n d any wo r k o t h e r t h a n 'women's work' 

b u t t h e y i n e v i t a b l y and r e a l i s t i c a l l y h o l d low e x p e c t a t i o n s 

w i t h r e g a r d t o employment. I n such c i r c u m s t a n c e s an examina

t i o n o f women's f e e l i n g s towcucds work i s o f e q u a l o r g r e a t e r 

s i g n i f i c a n c e t h a n t h e a c t u a l j o b s w h i c h women c o n s i d e r or 

c a r r y o u t . A comparison o f t h e reasons f o r w h i c h m a r r i e d and 

un m a r r i e d women engage i n p a i d employment and t h e i r o r i e n t a -

-tion towards work may i n d i c a t e t h e degree t o w h i c h u n m a r r i e d 

women h o l d w i t h o r break f r o m t h e i d e o l o g y w h i c h - based on 

m a r r i a g e - assumes t h a t work i s o f low i m p o r t a n c e t o w o r k i n g 

c l a s s women. 

WOMEN AND MONEY 

Re l a t e d t o t h e i s s u e o f employment i s t h a t o f f i n a n c e . 
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Women's a t t i t u d e s towards money may be some i n d i c a t i o n o f 

the way they view t h e i r l i v e s . B e f o r e c o n s i d e r i n g t h e ways 

i n w h i c h women spend money however, t h e i r g e n e r a l economic 

p o s i t i o n must be ta k e n i n t o a c c o u n t , f o r s p e n d i n g p a t t e r n s 

must be u n d e r s t o o d a g a i n s t a background o f economic oppor

t u n i t i e s and c o n s t r a i n t s . Three r e l a t e d f a c t o r s appear t o 

be r e l e v a n t : the ajnount o f money wh i c h women have t o spend, 

the ways i n which t h e y spend i t , and t h e i r f e e l i n g s about t h e 

way t h e y spend money. 

C o n s i d e r i n g t h e f i r s t i s s u e , o b v i o u s l y income i s a key f a c t o r 

i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e ajnounts o f money a v a i l a b l e , and as Delphy 

says, * i f we compare t h e s t a n d a r d s o f l i v i n g t o w h i c h a woman 

can a s p i r e i f she remains s i n g l e ajid t h e s t a n d a r d w h i c h she 

can r e a s o n a b l y e x p e c t f r o m b e i n g m a r r i e d , i t seems c e r t a i n 

t h a t r e l a t i v e economic d e p r i v a t i o n w i l l be e x p e r i e n c e d by 

s i n g l e women as t i m e goes on'^^^^. N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e amount 

o f money w h i c h women have t o spend depends on more t h a n t h e 

a c t u a l income coming i n t o t h e h o u s e h o l d . W h i l s t w o r k i n g c l a s s 

u n m a r r i e d women a r e l i k e l y t o have o n l y one low income t o 

s u r v i v e on, t h e p o s i t i o n o f m a r r i e d women ca n n o t a u t o m a t i c a l l y 

be assumed t o be p r e f e r a b l e . A l t h o u g h t h e income per head may 

appear t o be g r e a t e r i n f a m i l i e s w i t h a male wage e a r n e r , 

r e s e a r c h i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e a l l o c a t i o n o f money w i t h i n house

h o l d s o f t e n l e a v e s wives l e s s w e l l o f f t h a n husbands, 

s u g g e s t i n g t h a t f i n a n c i a l arrangements w i t h i n f a m i l i e s are as 

r e l e v a n t f o r m a r r i e d women as i s t h e t o t a l i n c o m i n g wage^^^^. 

A l l o c a t i o n a l p a t t e r n s may vaxy w i t h f a c t o r s such as s o c i a l 
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c l a s s , whether b o t h p a r t n e r s a r e e a r n i n g , l o c a l norms, and 

the s t a g e o f t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e ^ ^ ^ \ b u t w h a t e v e r t h e 

a l l o c a t i o n a l system, t h e r e i s a tendency f o r w i v e s t o be 

l e f t w i t h l e s s money o f t h e i r own t h a n t h e i r husbands, 

Vs^ith r e g a r d t o t h e ways i n w h i c h women spend money, Hunt 

c l a i m s t h a t f o r a w i f e t h e most i m p o r t a n t i s s u e i s 'whether 

i t i s t h e woman who purchases t h e f a m i l y ' s r e g u l a r goods, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y f o o d p r o d u c t s , and whether t h e woman sees as 

her main work t h e maintenance o f t h e f a m i l y ' s s t a n d a r d o f l i f e 

I f so, her do m e s t i c f u n c t i o n , and t h e i d e o l o g y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

i t , w i l l maike i t d i f f i c u l t f o r her t o d i s t i n g u i s h her money 

from t h a t o f t h e f a u n i l y fund» I f her sense o f s e l f - h o o d i s 

l o s t i n her f a m i l y , her pocket money w i l l g e t l o s t a l s o * ^ »̂ 

I n t h i s p o s i t i o n women ten d t o see a l l t h e money t h e y have 

f o r s p e n d i n g as a f a m i l y r e s o u r c e , and f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o 

spend money on themselves g u i l t l e s s l y . The degree t o w h i c h 

m a r r i e d women can s e p a r a t e p e r s o n a l and f a m i l y e x p e n d i t u r e and 

spend money on themselves g u i l t l e s s l y t h e r e f o r e r e f l e c t s t h e 

e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h e y have r e t a i n e d a sense o f s e l f - i d e n t i t y o r 

whether t h e y have t o t a l l y merged t h e i r i n t e r e s t s w i t h t h o s e o f 

the f a m i l y , i n w h i c h case t h e y f e e l c o m p e l l e d t o s a c r i f i c e 

t h e i r needs and wishes t o the f a m i l y ' s . 

Women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e a r e i n a q u i t e d i f f e r e n t s i t u a t i o n . 

W h i l s t t h e y may f i n d i t more d i f f i c u l t t o e a r n a l i v i n g wage, 

t h e i r money i s t h e i r own and t h e y have no-one t o c o n s u l t w i t h 

o r c o n s i d e r when d e c i d i n g how t o spend i t . Whether such women 
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can g u i l t l e s s l y spend money on n o n - e s s e n t i a l i t e m s w i l l 

depend p a r t l y on t h e i r f i n a n c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , b u t l a x g e l y 

on t h e i r n o t i o n o f t h e m s e l v e s . W h i l s t t h e y have no reason t o 

submerge t h e i r d e s i r e f o r p e r s o n a l s p e n d i n g , when t h e i d e o l o g y 

o f womanhood i s s t r o n g l y t i e d t o t h e image o f a woman as a 

s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g home-maker, women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e may 

i n d i c a t e by t h e i r a t t i t u d e s towards money t h e i r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

w i t h t h i s r o l e . The a t t i t u d e s o f women who were, but no 

l o n g e r a r e , m a r r i e d a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y i l l u s t r a t i v e i n r e f l e c t 

i n g t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h e i d e o l o g y and t h e degree t o w h i c h such 

women have r e t a i n e d o r r e c o v e r e d a sense o f s e l f , a p a r t f r o m 

t h e f a m i l y . 

WOMAN AND LEISURE 

I n t h e same way as u n m a r r i e d women a r e t h e o r e t i c a l l y a b l e t o 

spend money as t h e y w i s h , so a r e t h e y t h e o r e t i c a l l y f r e e t o 

spend t h e i r t i m e , u n r e s t r i c t e d by t h e presen c e o f a husband 

and u s u a l l y w i t h o u t c h i l d r e n . The i s s u e o f l e i s u r e : how 

women d e f i n e i t , how much f r e e t i m e t h e y have, and how t h e y 

use i t , i s a m a t t e r w h i c h i s acknowledged t o vaury w i t h f a c t o r s 

such as age, s o c i a l c l a s s , employment, f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n , 

f a m i l i a l commitments and t r a n s p o r t . The i m p a c t o f m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s however, remains l a r g e l y u n e x p l o r e d ajid an i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

i n t o s i m i l a r i t i e s o r d i f f e r e n c e s between m a r r i e d and u n m a r r i e d 

women's l e i s u r e may i n d i c a t e more about t h e degree t o w h i c h 

u n m a r r i e d women i d e n t i f y w i t h t h e w i f e / m o t h e r s t e r e o t y p e . 

58 



I n s p i t e o f a g r o w i n g awareness t h a t much o f the e a r l y 

s o c i o l o g i c a l l i t e r a t u r e r e l a t i n g t o l e i s u r e had been 

deve l o p e d f r o m a male p e r s p e c t i v e and was l a r g e l y r e l e v a n t 

o n l y t o men employed i n work o u t s i d e t h e home, a t t e m p t s t o 

e x p l o r e women's l e i s u r e have c o n c e n t r a t e d a l m o s t e n t i r e l y 

on women who a r e w i v e s and/or mothers. Many assu m p t i o n s a r e 

made about t h e i n f l u e n c e w h i c h men have on women's l e i s u r e , 

b u t r a r e l y w i t h any i n d i c a t i o n w h e t h e r t h i s i s r e l e v a n t o n l y 

t o women who cure m a t e r i a l l y a f f e c t e d by a male p a r t n e r , or 

i f a l l women a r e a f f e c t e d because o f t h e i d e o l o g i c a l b e l i e f 

t h a t women a r e o r s h o u l d be w i v e s . The l e i s u r e o f u n m a r r i e d 

women a f t e r t h e age o f t h i r t y i s l a r g e l y i g n o r e d , b u t s t u d i e d 

i n t h e l i g h t o f women's s u r r o u n d i n g s and p e r s o n a l c i r c u m 

s t a n c e s t h i s may prove h e l p f u l i n d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t h e m a t e r i a l 

and i d e o l o g i c a l f a c t o r s w h i c h d e t e r m i n e t h e way women d e a l 

w i t h f r e e t i m e . 

T h e o r e t i c a l l y a chosen l e i s u r e a c t i v i t y may o f f e r i n s i g h t s 

i n t o a woman's p e r c e p t i o n o f h e r s e l f , t h e r e b y i n d i c a t i n g 

s i m i l a r i t i e s t o , or d i f f e r e n c e s f r o m , o t h e r women. M a t e r i a l 

f a c t o r s a r e i m p o r t a n t t o o , however; n o t o n l y a r e women's 

c h o i c e s o f l e i s u r e i n f l u e n c e d by t h e i r s e l f - p e r c e p t i o n and 

w i s h e s , but a l s o by t h e i r g e o g r a p h i c a l , s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 

s e t t i n g . The r e s t r i c t i o n s i n h e r e n t i n each o f t h e s e may l e a d 

t o a c o n f o r m i t y i n l e i s u r e b e h a v i o u r w h i c h r e f l e c t s o n l y t h e 

l a c k o f o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a l t e r n a t i v e p a t t e r n s o f l e i s u r e . 

Knowledge o f t h e a v a i l a b l e o p p o r t u n i t i e s i s t h e r e f o r e essen

t i a l , as i s i n f o r m a t i o n about women's p e r s o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
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There has been much s o c i o l o g i c a l d ebate c o n c e r n i n g t h e 

d e f i n i t i o n o f l e i s u r e ^ ' b u t t h e f i n a l d e c i s i o n as t o 

whether or n o t an a c t i v i t y i s c l a s s e d as l e i s u r e must l i e w i t h 

t h e i n d i v i d u a l s t h emselves. T h i s , however, i s n o t always 

easy and r e c e n t s t u d i e s o f women's l e i s u r e c l a i m t h a t women 

te n d t o have l e s s f r e e t i m e t h a n men and t h a t t h e i r uses o f 

l e i s u r e a r e r e l a t i v e l y l i m i t e d , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t women f i n d i t 

d i f f i c u l t t o s e t t i m e a s i d e f o r l e i s u r e . R o b e r t s , f o r 

i n s t a n c e , c l a i m s t h a t 'the source o f t h e s e p e r s i s t e n t i n 

e q u a l i t i e s i n l e i s u r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s l i e s i n t h e woman's 

domest i c r o l e b e i n g o f a more g e n e r a l a l l - a b s o r b i n g c h a r a c 

t e r t h a n t h a t o f a man'^^*^^. Gregory t o o c l a i m s t h a t t h e r e 

a r e t h r e e common a s p e c t s t o t h e d a i l y l i v e s o f women: t h a t 

t i m e i s f r a g m e n t e d - work a j i d l e i s u r e may be g o i n g on 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ; t h a t f a i r l y r a d i c a l changes i n l i f e s t y l e 

o f t e n t a k e p l a c e ; and t h a t most a c t i v i t i e s - work and l e i s u r e 

- t a k e p l a c e i n o r neaa: t h e home 

W h i l s t t h e s e f a c t o r s a r e r e l e v a n t t o women who a r e wi v e s and 

mothers, t h e r e i s no m a t e r i a l reason why t h e y s h o u l d i n f l u e n c e 

u n m a r r i e d women w i t h o u t c h i l d r e n , who t h e o r e t i c a l l y are as 

f r e e as u n m a r r i e d men t o engage i n l e i s u r e p u r s u i t s as and 

when t h e y p l e a s e . Other f a c t o r s may be s i g n i f i c a n t however. 

Deem f o r i n s t a n c e , b e s i d e s m e n t i o n i n g housework and c h i l d 

c a r e as o p p r e s s i v e f a c t o r s r e l a t i n g t o women's l e i s u r e , 

i n c l u d e s more g e n e r a l i s s u e s such as t h e sex s e g r e g a t i o n o f 

t h e l a b o u r m a r k e t ; t h e s e x i s t w o r k i n g o f t h e e d u c a t i o n a l 
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system, o f s t a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s and o f s o c i a l p o l i c i e s ; t h e 

c u l t u r a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f f e m i n i n i t y and t h e s o c i a l c o n t r o l 

e x e r t e d by men over women on t h e b a s i s o f f e m a l e s e x u a l i t y ^ ^ 

A l l o f th e s e l e s s t a n g i b l e f a c t o r s axe based on t h e i d e o 

l o g i c a l l i n k between womanhood and w i f e / m o t h e r h o o d l e a d i n g t o 

th e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t women w i l l s t a y a t home, subsumed i n 

household and f a j n i l y i n t e r e s t s . The e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h i s 

a s s u m ption c o n s t r a i n s unmairried women's l e i s u r e i n t h e 

absence o f t h e a c t u a l r e s t r i c t i o n s w h i c h a f f e c t m a r r i e d women 

i s an i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h e i d e o l o g y o f t h e home-

l o v i n g , f a o n i l y - o r i e n t a t e d woman. 

As a l r e a d y mentioned, t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f money a j i d t r a n s p o r t 

may be i n t e r v e n i n g f a c t o r s , as m i g h t t h e presence o r absence 

o f c h i l d r e n and p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n f u l l o r p a r t - t i m e work. The 

i n f l u e n c e o f th e s e v a r i a b l e s on t h e way i n w h i c h women o f 

v a r i o u s m a r i t a l s t a t u s e s u n d e r s t a n d and spend l e i s u r e t i m e a l l 

need c o n s i d e r a t i o n i f a r e a l i s t i c c o mparison w i t h i n t h e c o n 

t e x t o f women's l i v e s i s t o be a c h i e v e d , 

LEISURE, NETWORKS AND LIFE CYCLE STAGES 

Age t o o i s an i n t e r v e n i n g f a c t o r , t h o u g h t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h 

i t i s i m p o r t a n t i s d e b a t a b l e . As K e l l y s ays, 'The e f f e c t s o f 

age and f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e changes cannot be e a s i l y d i s e n g a 

ged ' ^ ̂ "̂  ̂  . The same c h r o n o l o g i c a l age does n o t alwa y s have t h e 

same meaning a t t a c h e d t o i t i n t e r m s o f a b i l i t i e s , r e s o u r c e s , 

e x p e c t a t i o n s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . W h i l s t much o f t h e assumed 
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i n f l u e n c e o f a g e i n g on l e i s u r e w ould appear t o be more 

d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e , 

t h i s t o o i s a q u e s t i o n a b l e c o n c e p t i n r e l a t i o n t o women who 

a r e unmaxried. 

For t h o s e w i t h i n t h e f a m i l y , m a r r i a g e , c h i l d r e n and t h e 

v a r i o u s s t a g e s o f t h e c h i l d r e n ' s g r o w t h i n f l u e n c e s men's and 

women's l e i s u r e i n ways which have been c l o s e l y d e s c r i b e d . 

E d g e l l f o r i n s t a n c e d i v i d e s t h e f a m i l y c a r e e r i n t o t h r e e 

s t a g e s : e a x l y , m i d d l e and l a t e and d i s c u s s e s t h e l e i s u r e 

a c t i v i t i e s o f each, w h i l s t Rapoport and Rapoport d e v e l o p 

a more d e t a i l e d l i f e c y c l e model, a t w h i c h each s t a g e has 

p r e - o c c u p a t i o n s w h i c h l e a d t o i n t e r e s t s , w h i c h t h e n m a n i f e s t 

themselves as l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s ^ ^. W h i l s t t h e v a x i o u s 

e v e n t s d e n o t i n g changes i n l i f e c y c l e s t a g e s may be i n f l u e n t i a l 

i n d e t e r m i n i n g l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s f o r m a r r i e d women, t h e y a r e 

t o t a l l y u n r e l a t e d t o u n m a r r i e d women w i t h o u t c h i l d r e n . I f , 

as t h e Rapoports c l a i m , a woman's a c t i v i t i e s r e f l e c t her 

i n t e r e s t s and t h u s her p r e - o c c u p a t i o n s , t h e r e appears t o be 

no reason why women o u t s i d e o f t h e f a m i l y s h o u l d engage i n 

the same l e i s u r e p u r s u i t s as those i n s i d e , when t h e c o n d i t i o n s 

o f t h e i r l i v e s and t h e i r p r e - o c c u p a t i o n s a r e l i k e l y t o be 

c o n s i d e r a b l y d i f f e r e n t . 

When a woman's s i t u a t i o n i s d i s c r e p a n t w i t h t h e e x p e c t e d s t a g e 

i n the l i f e c y c l e f o r her c h r o n o l o g i c a l age t h e r e w o u l d appear 

t o be no c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n as t o where t o p l a c e such women. 

I n t h i s way u n m a r r i e d women f i t u n e a s i l y i n t o t h e f a m i l y l i f e 
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c y c l e model, b u t t h e i r chosen ways o f sp e n d i n g l e i s u r e t i m e 

may i n d i c a t e t h e i r p r e - o c c u p a t i o n s and i n t e r e s t s , w h i l s t t h e 

people w i t h whom t h e y choose t o spend l e i s u r e t i m e may c l a r i f y 
(25 ) 

who such women i d e n t i f y w i t h ^ I n t h i s way u n m a r r i e d 

women's l e i s u r e and ne t w o r k s may i n d i c a t e t h e degree t o w h i c h 

t h e y r e l a t e t o m a r r i e d women o f a s i m i l a r age i n s p i t e o f 

t h e i r d i f f e r e n t household c i r c u m s t a n c e s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , 

o r w hether t h e y v i e w themselves and assess t h e i r needs d i f 

f e r e n t l y . iN^hen c o n s i d e r i n g t h i s however, t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s 

o f t h e s u r r o u n d i n g s must be taJcen i n t o a c c o u n t , f o r where 

company and l e i s u r e f a c i l i t i e s a r e l i m i t e d , u n m a r r i e d women 

may have few o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o d i v e r g e f r o m t h e l e i s u r e p a t 

t e r n s f o l l o w e d by t h e i r m a r r i e d c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , and i n th e s e 

cases o n l y women's f e e l i n g s about l e i s u r e can be seen as 

i n d i c a t i v e . 
WOMEN AND INTIMACY 

Another a r e a o f women's l i v e s where m a r r i a g e i s assumed t o 

p r e c i p i t a t e a complete change i s t h a t o f e m o t i o n a l s a t i s f a c 

t i o n . As f i n a n c i a l s e c u r i t y and m a t e r i a l c o m f o r t s have 

become more w i d e s p r e a d d u r i n g t h e p a s t c e n t u r y , i n c r e a s i n g 

emphasis has been p l a c e d on t h e e m o t i o n a l b e n e f i t s w h i c h 

m a r r i a g e i s h e l d t o p r o v i d e , i n such a way t h a t these a s p e c t s 

now appear t o be e x c l u s i v e t o m a r r i a g e . The i m p o r t a n c e o f 

e m o t i o n a l f a c t o r s , whether the y a r e i n f a c t p r o v i d e d by 

ma r r i a g e and whether t h e y can be p r o v i d e d t h r o u g h o t h e r 

c h a n n e l s , a r e q u e s t i o n s w h i c h a r e r a r e l y c o n s i d e r e d , b u t which 
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may be i l l u m i n a t e d by com p a r i n g t h e l i v e s o f m a r r i e d and u n 

m a r r i e d women. As Reiss p o i n t s o u t , t h e r e i s a tendency t o 

s i n g l e o u t t h e h e t e r o s e x u a l t y p e o f p r i m a r y r e l a t i o n s h i p 

f o r s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n - and t o assume t h a t o n l y one t y p e o f 

l o v e r e l a t i o n s h i p i s ' r e a l ' o r ' t r u e ' , t h i s b e i n g t h e 

' m a r r i a g e - t y p e l o v e ' ^ ^ ^ ^ . Besides i d e a l i s i n g m a r r i a g e , 

t h i s a s s u m p t i o n encourages t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e l i v e s o f a l l 

t h o s e who a r e o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e a r e e m o t i o n a l l y ba.rren. 

M a r r i a g e a t i t s b e s t f u l f i l s many e m o t i o n a l needs, and, as 

B u s f i e l d s ays, i t ' c i r c u m v e n t s t h e u n c e r t a i n t i e s o f f i n d i n g 

emotionaJ. and s e x u a l s a t i s f a c t i o n aji d friendship» ^ ^. B e l l 

m e n t i o n s s e v e r a l components o f m a r r i a g e , t h e s e b e i n g 

l o y a l t y ( t h e commitment t o h e l p one a n o t h e r ) , p a r t n e r i n g 

( c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h r o u t i n e b u s i n e s s ) , i n t i m a c y , companion-

s h i p and sex^ ^. However, t h e f a c t t h a t these may a l l e x i s t 

w i t h i n m a r r i a g e does n o t mean t h a t t h e y a r e i n e x t r i c a b l y 

bound t o g e t h e r , each may o r may n o t e x i s t w i t h i n a m a r r i a g e 

and t h e r e would appear t o be no r e a s o n why t h e y s h o u l d n o t 

e x i s t o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e . 

Weiss d i s c u s s e s f i v e c a t e g o r i e s o f ' r e l a t i o n a l f u n c t i o n s ' 

w h i c h appear t o be necessary f o r e m o t i o n a l w e l l b e i n g , each 

o f w h i c h i s g e n e r a l l y p r o v i d e d by a d i f f e r e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

The f i r s t o f th e s e i s i n t i m a c y , w h i c h , i n Weiss' words, 

' p r e v e n t s t h e i n d i v i d u a l f r o m e x p e r i e n c i n g t h e sense o f 

e m o t i o n a l i s o l a t i o n t h a t i s e x p r e s s e d i n the t e r m " l o n e l i n e s s " 

For a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o p r o v i d e i n t i m a c y t h e r e must be t r u s t , 
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(29) e f f e c t i v e u n d e r s t a n d i n g and r e a d y access'^ ^. Weiss, 
w h i l s t c l a i m i n g t h a t m a r r i a g e p r o v i d e s such a r e l a t i o n s h i p , 
acknowledges t h a t women may e s t a b l i s h r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f t h i s 
k i n d w i t h c l o s e f r i e n d s , mothers o r s i s t e r s , and t h a t sex 
and i n t i m a c y a r e n o t n e c e s s a r i l y a s s o c i a t e d ^ ^ . The 
p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t women m i g h t f i n d i n t i m a c y o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e 
( o r o u t s i d e a m a r r i a g e - t y p e r e l a t i o n s h i p ) i s something 
r a r e l y c o n s i d e r e d , f o r t h e i d e o l o g y w h i c h emphasises m a r r i a g e 
has c r e a t e d a tendency t o l i n k sex and i n t i m a c y so c l o s e l y 
t h a t a l t e r n a t i v e s appear n o t t o e x i s t . Research i n t o t h e 
ways i n w h i c h women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e f i n d o r l a c k s a t i s f a c t i o n 
f r o m i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i l l t h e r e f o r e i n d i c a t e w h e t h e r 
e m o t i o n a l s a t i s f a c t i o n can be f o u n d f r o m s o u r c e s o t h e r t h a n 
m a r r i a g e . 

The c o n c e n t r a t i o n on female-male s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s has 

l e f t v i r t u a l l y unacknowledged t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n t o be f o u n d 

f r o m n o n -sexual f r i e n d s h i p s ̂  ^. The ways i n w h i c h maorried 

and u n m a r r i e d women view f r i e n d s , whether t h e y have c l o s e 

female and/or male f r i e n d s , and w h e t h e r t h e y a c h i e v e i n t i m a c y 

t h r o u g h these f r i e n d s h i p s may c l a r i f y t o what e x t e n t m a r r i a g e 

i s e s s e n t i a l f o r p r o v i d i n g e m o t i o n a l f u l f i l m e n t . F u r t h e r 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s a l s o n e c e s s a r y i n t o t h e t r u t h o f t h e i d e o 

l o g y w h i c h assumes t h a t women do f i n d i n t i m a c y and companion

s h i p w i t h i n m a r r i a g e , and i n t o t h e i m p a c t w h i c h m a r r i a g e has 

on t h e i r f r i e n d s h i p s w i t h o t h e r s . A n o t h e r g e n e r a l l y un

acknowledged source o f p o s s i b l e e m o t i o n a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i s t h a t 
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o f p a r e n t s , s i b l i n g s and o t h e r r e l a t i o n s . Here a g a i n , t h e 

i d e o l o g i c a l l i n k i n g o f i n t i m a c y w i t h s e x u a l i t y h i d e s t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t u n m a r r i e d women l i v i n g w i t h or c a x i n g f o r 

p a r e n t s o r o t h e r f a m i l y members may f i n d e m o t i o n a l f u l f i l 

ment w i t h i n such arrangements. 

Besides t h e degree t o wh i c h women i n s i d e and o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e 

f i n d i n t i m a c y and c o m p a j i i o n s h i p , t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h e y 

e x p e r i e n c e l o n e l i n e s s i s a f u r t h e r i s s u e t o be c o n s i d e r e d . 

Because o f t h e way i n w h i c h s o c i a l l i f e i s o r g a n i s e d auround 

f a m i l i e s , and w i t h t h e c o n s t a n t p o r t r a y a l o f t h e ' c e r e a l -

packet f a m i l y ' as t h e norm, whether o r n o t women o u t s i d e t h e 

f a m i l y f i n d a l t e r n a t i v e e m o t i o n a l f u l f i l m e n t , t h e y may n o t 

escape a f e e l i n g o f l o n e l i n e s s . Reseaxch i n d i c a t e s t h a t 

d i v o r c e e s and widows e x p e r i e n c e a sense o f i s o l a t i o n amd 

anomie a t t h e end o f a m a r r i a g e , f e e l i n g t h e m selves t o be 
(32) 

p e r i p h e r a l t o l i f e ^ Having been absorbed w i t h i n t h e 

f a m i l y i t i s i n i t i a l l y d i f f i c u l t f o r women t o r e d e f i n e t h e i r 

own l i v e s o u t s i d e i t . Those who have l e a r n t dependence on 

th e f a m i l y f o r e m o t i o n a l amd s o c i a l f u l f i l m e n t know no o t h e r 

immediate s o l u t i o n , b u t t h i s i s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y t h e case f o r 

women who have never l e a x n t such dependence. The c i r c u m 

s t a n c e s w h i c h provoke l o n e l i n e s s i n women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e , 

and t h e ways i n wh i c h t h e y d e a l w i t h i t a r e r e l e v a n t f o r 

i n d i c a t i n g t h e im p o r t a n c e o f m a r r i a g e f o r v/omen' s e m o t i o n a l 

w e l l b e i n g . The l e n g t h o f t i m e f o r w h i c h p r e v i o u s l y m a r r i e d 

women c o n t i n u e t o e x p e r i e n c e a sense o f i n c o m p l e t e n e s s , aind 

66 



how o r whether t h e y lesurn t o cope a l o n e i s f u r t h e r i n d i c a 

t i o n o f t h e s t r e n g t h o f the f a j n i l i a l i d e o l o g y . 

WOMEN AND SELF IDENTITY 

Besides i n d i c a t i n g a b r e a k f r o m f a m i l i a l i d e o l o g y , t h e 

a b i l i t y t o cope a l o n e w i t h o u t c o n s t a n t c o mpanionship i s t o 

some e x t e n t a break f r o m t h e a c c e p t e d n o t i o n o f f e m i n i t y . 

The 'normal' ' f e m i n i n e ' woman, b e s i d e s b e i n g home l o v i n g , 

c a r i n g and s h a r i n g i s assumed t o be dependent i n b o t h 

e m o t i o n a l and p r a c t i c a l t e r m s , w a n t i n g a p p r o v a l r a t h e r t h a n 

success, and p r e f e r r i n g t o f i n d s a t i s f a c t i o n i n m e e t i n g t h e 
(33) 

needs o f o t h e r s , r a t h e r t h a n i n d i v i d u a l l y ^ . When p e r s o n a l 

w o r t h f o r women i s sup p o s e d l y f o u n d t h r o u g h o t h e r s , women 

o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e a r e e i t h e r assumed t o be ' m i s s i n g o u t ' , or 

i f t h e y do a t t a i n t h e i r own sense o f i d e n t i t y and appeair s e l f -

r e l i a n t , a r e o f t e n seen t o be c o n t r a v e n i n g t h e e x p e c t e d 

womanly ( w i f e l y ) r o l e and a r e t h e r e f o r e c l a s s i f i e d as 

• u n f e m i n i n e ' . 

M a r r i a g e c o n f e r s a p a r t i c u l a r r o l e on women. F o l l o w i n g 

m a r r i a g e women eure seen t o be a d u l t , s e x u a l l y and e m o t i o n a l l y 

competent, and t o have a s e t r o l e w i t h i n s o c i e t y . Besides 

f i x i n g a woman's r o l e i n t h e community, m a r r i a g e c l a r i f i e s 

i n d i v i d u a l s ' n o t i o n s o f th e m s e l v e s . As Berger and K e l l n e r 

p o i n t o u t , i n d i v i d u a l s ' c h a r a c t e r s become more f i x e d on 

ma r r i a g e amd t y p i f i c a t i o n s o f s e l f and o t h e r s become more 

s e t t l e d , as each p a r t n e r ' s d e f i n i t i o n o f r e a l i t y i s c o n t i n u a l l y 

c o r r e l a t e d w i t h t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e o t h e r ' s ^ " ^ ^ . Women 
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w i t h o u t a p a r t n e r have t o d e f i n e l i f e f o r t h e m s e l v e s ; 

c r e a t e t h e i r own i d e n t i t y and f i n d t h e i r own r o l e w i t h i n 

s o c i e t y . The success w i t h w h i c h w o r k i n g c l a s s women a c h i e v e 

t h i s , and the r e s u l t i n g consequences f o r them a r e u n e x p l o r e d 

areas w h i c h s h o u l d prove e n l i g h t e n i n g as an i n d i c a t i o n o f 

the degree t o w h i c h dependent, n o n - a s s e r t i v e b e h a v i o u r and 

f e e l i n g s a r e a f a c t o r o f gender ( w i t h a l l i t s accompanying 

demands and e x p e c t a t i o n s ) o r o f m a r r i a g e i t s e l f . I f women 

o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e can a c h i e v e a sense o f independence and s e l f 

r e l i a n c e w h i l s t o c c u p y i n g s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n s m a t e r i a l l y t o 

m a r r i e d women, dependence would appear t o be more an a d j u n c t 

o f m a r r i a g e t h a n o f gender and c i r c u m s t a n c e s . S i m i l a r l y , 

the ways i n w h i c h women i n s i d e auid o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e view 

themselves - t h e r o l e t h e y see the m s e l v e s as p l a y i n g - and 

the way t h e y a r e viewed by o t h e r s , g i v e s f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n 

about t h e s t a t u s c o n f i r m i n g n a t u r e o f m a r r i a g e and the 

e f f e c t s o f e x i s t i n g o u t s i d e o f t h e e x p e c t e d w i f e l y r o l e . 

WOMEN AND SELF ESTEEM 

A f u r t h e r a r e a f o r e x p l o r a t i o n i n t o t h e e m o t i o n a l e f f e c t s o f 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s f o r women i s t h a t o f s e l f esteem. T h i s i s 

r e l a t e d t o p e r s o n a l assessments axid t o t h e p e r c e i v e d assess

ments o f o t h e r s , these assessments b e i n g made p r i m a r i l y i n 

r e l a t i o n t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l as an occupant o f c e r t a i n r o l e s , 

f o r i n s t a n c e t h e r o l e o f woman, w o r k e r , w i f e and so on. As 

Brown and H a r r i s say, a sense o f m a s t e r y i s p r o b a b l y an 

e s s e n t i a l component o f o p t i m i s m and s e l f esteem^^^^. 
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W h i l s t becoming a w i f e p r o v i d e s a r e a d y d e f i n e d r o l e and 

s t a t u s f o r women, t h o s e who do not m a r r y , and t h o s e who axe 

a t t e m p t i n g t o r e - c r e a t e a l i f e a l o n e must p r e s e n t themselves 

t o the w o r l d as an i n d i v i d u a l i n t h e i r own r i g h t , f i n d i n g 

t h e i r own r o l e and i d e n t i t y . iN^ien t h e n o t i o n o f f e m i n i t y 

i s so c l o s e l y l i n k e d w i t h dependence and p a r t n e r s h i p i t i s 

u n d e r s t a n d a b l e t h a t t h e r o l e o f women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e s h o u l d 

be p r o b l e m a t i c f o r s o c i e t y t o i n t e r p r e t , b u t a l s o s u g g e s t s 

t h a t , u n l i k e t h e p o s i t i o n f o r m a r r i e d women, u n m a r r i e d 

women's sense o f i d e n t i t y i s l e s s l i k e l y t o be m e d i a t e d 

t h r o u g h one p r e d e f i n e d r o l e and t h r o u g h one o t h e r p e r s o n . 

The impact o f t h i s on s e l f esteem demands a t t e n t i o n . 

D e p r e s s i o n i s seen t o o c c u r when s e l f esteem i s l o s t , 

i n i t i a l l y i n one o r more r o l e s and t h e r e s u l t i n g f e e l i n g o f 

d e s p a i r i s g e n e r a l i s e d t o a person's whole i d e n t i t y . Reseaxch 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e o c c u r r e n c e o f d e p r e s s i o n appears t o be 

l i n k e d w i t h m a r r i a g e and s o c i a l c l a s s , w i t h s i g n i f i c a n t l y more 

m a r r i e d than s i n g l e women b e i n g a f f e c t e d , and more w o r k i n g 
(34) 

c l a s s t h a n m i d d l e c l a s s women^ T h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t s e l f 

esteem i s more p r e c a r i o u s f o r w o r k i n g c l a s s w i v e s t h a n f o r 

s i n g l e women, though h i g h r a t e s o f d e p r e s s i o n a r e r e p o r t e d f o r 

those who have been r e c e n t l y widowed o r d i v o r c e d . F u r t h e r 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o women's sense o f p e r s o n a l w o r t h and t h e i r 

f e e l i n g s o f a b i l i t y t o cope w i t h t h e w o r l d a r e r e l e v a n t as 

an i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e p o s s i b l e l i n k betv;een m a r i t a l s t a t u s and 

a woman's vi e w o f h e r s e l f . 
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WOMEN AND SEXUALITY 

One f i n a l a r e a t o be c o n s i d e r e d i s t h a t o f women's s e x u a l i t y . 

S o c i e t y r e t a i n s t h e l i n k between s e x u a l i t y and r e p r o d u c t i o n 

i n s p i t e o f improved c o n t r a c e p t i o n , and m a r r i a g e r e t a i n s i t s 

p o s i t i o n as the l e g i t i m a t e a r e a f o r s e x u a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

Sex o u t s i d e o f m a r r i a g e i s g r a d x i a l l y becoming more a c c e p t a b l e , 

b u t t h i s s t i l l v a r i e s w i t h a r e a and l o c a l norms. 

The degree t o w h i c h s e x u a l i t y i s i m p o r t a n t f o r women i s one 

ar e a f o r d e b a t e . H a j n i l t o n was t y p i c a l o f mamy o f t h e e a i r l y 

f e m i n i s t s i n her w i s h t o deny t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f f e m a l e 

s e x u a l i t y , f i n d i n g i t d i f f i c u l t t o d i v o r c e s e x u a l a t t r a c t i o n 

f r o m female s o c i a l i s a t i o n . As she s a i d , 'Sex i s o n l y one o f 

t h e i n g r e d i e n t s o f t he n a t u r a l woman - an i n g r e d i e n t w h i c h 

has assumed undue and e x a g g e r a t e d p r o p o r t i o n s i n her l i f e , 

owing t o t h e f a c t t h a t i t has f o r many g e n e r a t i o n s f u r n i s h e d 
(37) 

her w i t h the means o f l i v e l i h o o d ' ^ ^. Other f e m i n i s t s 
(38 ) 

meanwhile have s t r e s s e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f f e m a l e s e x u a l i t y ^ 

and, as d i s c u s s e d i n Chapter One, t h e i s s u e o f s e x u a l i t y has 

become o f i n c r e a s i n g i m p o r t a n c e as an a s p e c t o f women's 

f e m i n i n i t y . Because o f t h e l i n k between mairriage and sex, 

m a r r i a g e i s seen as an i n d i c a t i o n o f s e x u a l adequacy, and 

those o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e a r e viewed w i t h some s u s p i c i o n . 

Recent r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n c o u p l e s f i n d f r o m t h e 

s e x u a l s i d e o f m a r r i a g e r e p o r t f a r h i g h e r r a t e s o f c l a i m e d 
(39 \ 

s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a n s u r v e y s caurried o u t e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y ^ . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , a c t u a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i s d i f f i c u l t t o gauge, f o r 
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a d e g r e e o f r e t i c e n c e i s t o be e x p e c t e d i n a s u r v e y i n t e r v i e w 

when a s k i n g i n d i v i d u a l s about s e x u a l i s s u e s , and w h e r e a s 

e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y women may have f e l t t h a t t h e norm was t o 

e x p r e s s l e s s i n t e r e s t i n s e x , c u r r e n t o p i n i o n s ajid norms 

encourage a n e x p r e s s i o n of s a t i s f a c t i o n a s an i n d i c a t i o n o f 

n o r m a l i t y . B r i e f s u r v e y q u e s t i o n n a i r e s a r e u n l i k e l y t o 

a c h i e v e any r e a l depth of p r o b i n g and t h e r e f o r e t e n d towaxds 

an e x p r e s s i o n o f c u r r e n t l y a c c e p t a b l e v i e w s . 

I n f o r m a t i o n about t h e s e x u a l e x p e c t a t i o n s , e x p e r i e n c e and 

s a t i s f a c t i o n o f women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e i s s c a r c e . D e pending 

on t h e i r l o c a t i o n , o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r s e x u a l e x p e r i e n c e a r e 

p r o b a b l y l i m i t e d , but w h e t h e r t h e y f e e l t h i s t o be p r o b l e m a t i c 

i s unknown, a s i s t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s d i f f e r 

from t h o s e o f m a r r i e d women of a s i m i l a r age and s i t u a t i o n . 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o t h e s e i s s u e s may c l a r i f y t he i m p o r t a n c e 

w h i c h women p l a c e on s e x , and i t s i m p o r t a n c e f o r confirmdLng 

t h e i r f e m i n i n i t y b o t h t o t h e m s e l v e s and to o t h e r s . 

CONCLUSION 

A t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s s e x , l i k e t h o s e t o w a r d s many o f t h e o t h e r 

i s s u e s d i s c u s s e d a r e l i k e l y t o have c h a n g e d d u r i n g t h e c e n t u r y 

a s c o m p a r i s o n between t h e two g r o u p s o f women s t u d i e d s h o u l d 

i n d i c a t e . The d i f f e r e n c e i n h i s t o r i c a l t i m e i m p l i e s a 

d i f f e r e n t m a t e r i a l c o n t e x t w i t h i n w h i c h women l e a d t h e i r 

l i v e s , and t h i s must c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y a f f e c t t h e i d e o l o g i c a l 

f a c t o r s w h i c h s u r r o u n d them. The meaning o f m a r r i a g e and t h e 

f a c t o r s w h i c h i n f l u e n c e women t o w a r d s o r away from i t a x e 
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a l s o c h a n g i n g , and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e s e f a c t o r s s h e d s 

l i g h t on t h o s e i n s i d e and o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e . An a t t e m p t t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e w h e t h e r , and t o what d e g r e e women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e 

i d e n t i f y w i t h t h e q u a l i t i e s assumed t o be p a r t o f womanhood, 

when so much o f what i s assumed t o be womanly i s b a s e d on the 

n o t i o n o f a s a c r i f i c i n g , home l o v i n g , dependent w i f e , ajid 

t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h u n m a r r i e d women's l i v e s conform w i l l i n g l y 

o r u n w i l l i n g l y , c o n s c i o u s l y or u n c o n s c i o u s l y w i t h v a x i o u s 

a s p e c t s of the l i v e s o f m a r r i e d women, s h o u l d a t l e a s t b e g i n 

t o d i s c o v e r the r e l e v a n c e o f t h e f e m a l e s t e r e o t y p e f o r un

m a r r i e d women. When t h e p o s i t i o n o f women i n o u r s o c i e t y i s 

p r e m i s e d on t h e grounds t h a t t h e y a r e w i v e s a n d / o r m o t h e r s , 

and w h i l s t f e m i n i s t t h e o r i e s d e s c r i b e and d e b a t e the o p p r e s 

s i o n women s u f f e r b e c a u s e o f t h i s p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y , i t i s 

tim e t h a t t h e i d e o l o g i c a l and m a t e r i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s of t h e s e 

i s s u e s a r e a s s e s s e d f o r t h o s e o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e , and t h e 

i m p o r t a n c e of m a r i t a l s t a t u s taicen i n t o a c c o u n t • 

T h i s r e s e a r c h t h e r e f o r e a t t e m p t s t o e x p l o r e t h e s e i s s u e s by 

l o o k i n g a t t h e l i v e s o f two s m a l l s a j n p l e s o f women l i v i n g i n 

c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h c a n be c l o s e l y o b s e r v e d and d e s c r i b e d . W i t h 

knowledge about t h e i r c o n t e x t t h e s e women's c o n s i d e r a t i o n s w i t h 

r e g a r d t o m a r r i a g e and no n - m a r r i a g e s h o u l d h e l p i l l u m i n a t e the 

i s s u e s w h i c h prompted women t o marry o r r e m a i n unmaurried. 

The two s a m p l e s b e i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y f i f t y y e a r s a p a r t i n a g e , 

t h e i r d i f f e r i n g a p p r o a c h e s s h o u l d i n d i c a t e c h a n g e s i n 

a t t i t u d e w h i c h have t a k e n p l a c e d u r i n g t h i s c e n t u r y . 
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B e s i d e s t h e meaning o f m a r r i a g e t h i s r e s e a r c h a l s o i n t e n d s 

to e x p l o r e t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h p a r t i c u l a r women i n a known 

c o n t e x t conform t o , or d e v i a t e from, the a n t i c i p a t e d w i f e l y 

r o l e , t h e r e b y a s s e s s i n g t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h some of t h e 

common a s s u m p t i o n s made about women a r e de p e n d e n t on m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s , o r whether a l l women behave a n d f e e l a s w i v e s do. 

The f i r s t i s s u e t o be c o n s i d e r e d i s t h a t o f housework, 

where the common a s s u m p t i o n i s t h a t women - by n a t u r e o f 

t h e i r gender - become a b s o r b e d i n h o u s e h o l d c h o r e s . The 

sec o n d i s s u e i s t h a t o f h o u s i n g , where t h e a s s u m p t i o n i s 

t h a t women i d e o l o g i c a l l y and p r a c t i c a l l y c o n s i d e r a home to 

be l i n k e d w i t h m a r r i a g e . The t h i r d a s s u m p t i o n i s t h a t women 

v i e w t h e i r employment a s s e c o n d a r y t o t h e i r home l i f e and 

the f o u r t h t h a t women f i n d d i f f i c u l t y i n s p e n d i n g money on 

t h e m s e l v e s , t e n d i n g t o s a c r i f i c e t h e i r n e e d s t o t h o s e o f o t h e r s 

Moving t h e n t o l e s s m a t e r i a l i s s u e s , women's l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s 

- how women spend t h e i r f r e e t i m e , who t h e y s p e n d i t w i t h 

and how and when t h i s c h a n g e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r l i f e - i s an 

i s s u e xvhich h a s been assumed t o depend on women's p r o g r e s s i o n 

t h r o u g h the f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e . T h i s r e s e a r c h a i m s t o 

e x p l o r e t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f women who have no husband and/or 

c h i l d r e n by w h i c h t o gauge s u c h t i m i n g , and t o compare t h e i r 

l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s w i t h t h o s e o f t h e i r c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , t h e r e b y 

a s s e s s i n g t h e a c c u r a c y o f t h e c u r r e n t a s s u m p t i o n s f o r un

m a r r i e d women. Women a r e a l s o assumed t o be e m o t i o n a l l y 

dependent on o t h e r s - on men i n p a r t i c u l a r - f o r companion

s h i p and i n t i m a c y . The t r u t h o f t h i s f o r m a r r i e d women 
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demands i n v e s t i g a t i o n , a s does t h e i s s u e o f w h e t h e r women 

w i t h o u t husbands f i n d any o u t l e t f o r t h e i r e m o t i o n s , and 

whether t h e y f i n d any c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r a l a c k o f permanent 

c o m p a n i o n s h i p . L i n k e d w i t h t h i s a r e t h e two i s s u e s o f s e l f 

i d e n t i t y and s e l f esteem, b o t h o f w h i c h axe o f t e n found 

th r o u g h m a r r i a g e f o r women, pro m p t i n g t h e q u e s t i o n o f how 

unmaxried women d e a l w i t h t h e i r a p p a r e n t l y anomalous p o s i t i o n 

i n s o c i e t y . F i n a l l y , women's s e x u a l i t y i s g e n e r a l l y c o n f i r m e d 

t h r o u g h m a r r i a g e , l e a v i n g t h o s e o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e a g a i n i n 

an ajnbiguous p o s i t i o n , i n one s e n s e b e i n g f o r b i d d e n s e x u a l 

e x p e r i e n c e o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e , y e t i n a n o t h e r c r e a t i n g u n e a s e 

due t o t h e i r * u n n a t u r a l * s i t u a t i o n . An e x p l o r a t i o n of t h e 

ways i n wh i c h women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e d e a l w i t h s o c i e t y ' s 

c o n f l i c t i n g demands w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e i r s e x u a l i t y may 

i n d i c a t e more about t h e i r v i e w s o f t h e m s e l v e s . 

I n a l l of t h e s e i s s u e s ' f e m i n i n e ' b e h a v i o u r has been b a s e d 

on the n o t i o n o f t h e woman a s a w i f e , and t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h 

women o f the two age g r o u p s s t u d i e d d i s p l a y s i m i l a r i t i e s o r 

d i f f e r e n c e s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r m a r i t a l s t a t u s i n d i c a t e s t h e 

e x t e n t t o w h i c h i t i s r e a s o n a b l e t o assume t h a t f o r m a t e r i a l 

or i d e o l o g i c a l r e a s o n s women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e behave and f e e l 

i n t h e same way a s do t h o s e who axe c u r r e n t l y m a r r i e d . 

The f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r e x p l a i n s the methods by w h i c h the 

r e s e a r c h was c a r r i e d o u t . 
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CHAPTER THREE 

METHODS AND METHODOLOGY 

INTRODUCTION 

The i s s u e of m a r i t a l s t a t u s i s a v a s t a x e a w h i c h h a s been 

l a r g e l y i g n o r e d . G i v e n t h e l a c k o f an a d e q u a t e t h e o r e t i c a l 

framework, the r e s e a x c h was b a s e d on e x p l o r a t i o n r a t h e r t h a n 

on h y p o t h e s i s t e s t i n g . F o r t h i s r e a s o n t h e r e s e a x c h was 

d e s i g n e d a s a r e a s o n a b l y i n t e n s i v e s t u d y o f a s m a l l a r e a , 

r a t h e r t h a n a w i d e s p r e a d b u t more s u p e r f i c i a l s t u d y . 

I n d i v i d u a l s ' o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a c t i o n depend on what i s 

a v a i l a b l e i n t h e i r e n v i r o n m e n t , w h i l s t what i s a v a i l a b l e 

i n f l u e n c e s t h e i r e x p e c t a t i o n s and a m b i t i o n s . B e c a u s e o f t h i s , 

women's l i v e s c a n o n l y be s e e n m e a n i n g f u l l y i f s e t w i t h i n 

t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s and o p p o r t u n i t i e s s u r r o u n d i n g 

them. The r e s e a r c h was t h e r e f o r e c a r r i e d o u t a l l w i t h i n one 

s m a l l town and i n c o r p o r a t e d a s t u d y o f the town, both p a s t and 

p r e s e n t . 

Not o n l y a r e m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s s u c h a s employment, h o u s i n g 

and t r a n s p o r t s i g n i f i c a n t i n composing the c o n t e x t w i t h i n 

w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l s l i v e , b u t o t h e r a s p e c t s s u c h a s t h e demo

g r a p h i c , economic, h i s t o r i c a l and s o c i a l f a c t o r s must a l s o be 

r e c o g n i s e d a s c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e ba c k g r o u n d a g a i n s t w h i c h 

l i v e s a r e l e d ^ ^ ^ . As the p u r p o s e o f t h e s t u d y was not o n l y 

t o e x p l o r e but t o compare women's l i v e s , i t was i m p o r t a n t t o 

be a s f a m i l i a r a s p o s s i b l e w i t h t h e s e t t i n g w i t h i n w h i c h t h e 
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women l i v e d and a l s o t o e n s u r e t h a t the c o n t e x t of t h e i r 

l i v e s s h o u l d be a s s i m i l a r t o e a c h o t h e r a s p o s s i b l e . I n 

o r d e r t o m a i n t a i n c o m p a r a b l e c u l t u r a l and economic f a c t o r s , 

the r e s e a r c h c o n c e n t r a t e d - a s f a r a s p o s s i b l e - on women 

from w i t h i n t h e same s o c i a l c l a s s , a l l o f them b e i n g o f 

wo r k i n g c l a s s o r i g i n s . 

The s t u d y a l s o had a t i m e s c a l e t o i t , comparing women's 

a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s m a r r i a g e and n o n - m a r r i a g e and the e f f e c t s 

o f t h e s e s t a t u s e s d u r i n g t h e f i r s t and s e c o n d h a l v e s o f t h i s 

c e n t u r y . Acknowledging the i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l 

and demographic c o n t e x t f o r i n d i v i d u a l s ' l i v e s two d i s t i n c t 

g r o ups o f women were s e l e c t e d , t h u s p e r m i t t i n g t h e women's 

p o s i t i o n i n h i s t o r i c a l time t o be taiken i n t o a c c o u n t . The 

younger group of women were c u r r e n t l y aged t w e n t y - f i v e t o 

f o r t y - f i v e , b e i n g a t o r beyond t h e a c c e p t e d ' m a r r i a g e a b l e 

age', w h i l s t t h e o l d e r group o f women were a l l a g e d o v e r 

s e v e n t y , t h e r e b y p r o v i d i n g a t i m e s p a n o f h a l f a c e n t u r y . 

A d d i t i o n a J . i n f o r m a t i o n was c o l l e c t e d from a w i d e r r a n g i n g 

group o f women who, though t h e y l i v e d i n t h e saane community 

e x h i b i t e d a w i d e r range of v a r i a b l e s and c o n t e x t s . 

LEVELS OF INFORMATION AND MULTIPLE METHODOLOGIES 

I n g a t h e r i n g i n f o r m a t i o n about women's l i v e s t h r e e s e p a r a t e 

l e v e l s o f i n f o r m a t i o n were i d e n t i f i e d : f i r s t , t h a t o f t h e 

un c h a n g e a b l e e v e n t s i n i n d i v i d u a l s ' l i v e s w h i c h p r o v i d e h a r d 

s t a t i s t i c a l d a t a , s u c h a s a p e r s o n ' s d a t e o f b i r t h or number 
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o f s i b l i n g s ; s e c o n d , and more v a r i a b l e , t h a t o f t h e way 

p e o p l e spend t h e i r t i m e , f o r i n s t a j i c e t h e number o f h o u r s 

a p e r s o n may spend w a t c h i n g t e l e v i s i o n o r t h e f r e q u e n c y w i t h 

w h i c h t h e y v i s i t t h e i r p a r e n t s ; and t h i r d , t h e b e l i e f s w h i c h 

i n d i v i d u a l s h o l d about t h e i r l i v e s , s u c h a s someone*s f e e l i n g s 

about t h e way t h e y were e d u c a t e d , or why a p e r s o n t h i n k s t h e y 

wanted to get m a r r i e d . T h e s e t h r e e l e v e l s may r e s p e c t i v e l y 

be c l a s s i f i e d a s s t a t i s t i c a l f a c t s , m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 

and b e l i e f s and though d i f f e r e n t , e a c h r e a c t s w i t h and i s 

i n f l u e n c e d by t h e o t h e r s . I n t h i s way a woman's c o n t e x t 

i n f l u e n c e s h e r a c t i o n s and b e l i e f s , w h i l s t m a t e r i a l c i r c u m -
(2) 

s t a n c e s may be m o d i f i e d b e c a u s e o f b e l i e f s or background^ ^. 

C l e a r l y e a c h l e v e l needs i n v e s t i g a t i n g and no one l e v e l c a n 

s t a n d a l o n e . I m p l i c a t i o n s about what a womain f e e l s from 

l o o k i n g o n l y a t h e r m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s may be m i s l e a d i n g , 

w h i l s t e x p l o r i n g f e e l i n g s a l o n e c a n be m e a j i i n g l e s s w i t h o u t a 

framework w i t h i n w h i c h to s e t them. E a c h c a t e g o r y o f i n f o r 

mation i s b e s t c o l l e c t e d i n d i f f e r e n t ways and f o r t h i s 

r e a s o n a c o m b i n a t i o n of r e s e a r c h methods was u s e d . Such a 

c o m b i n a t i o n i s not o n l y p r a c t i c a l , a s G l a s e r atnd S t r a u s ( 1 9 7 1 ) 

p o i n t out^"^^ but a l s o s a t i s f i e s t h e o r e t i c a l c r i t e r i a . E a c h 

r e s e a r c h method i s b a s e d on a p a r t i c u l a r s o c i e t a l v i e w , and 

a s A c k r o y d and Hughes s t r e s s , methods c a n n o t be t r e a t e d a s 
(4) 

a t h e o r e t i c a l t o o l s ^ . W i t h t h e use o f m u l t i p l e m e t h o d o l o g i e s 
t h e r e i s an i n c r e a s e d p o s s i b i l i t y o f r e a c h i n g .beyond the 

( 4 ) 

b i a s e s t h a t r e s u l t from s i n g l e r e s e a r c h s t y l e s p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i f e a c h method i s a p p r o a c h e d w i t h an a w a r e n e s s o f t h e p r e m i s e s 
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on w h i c h i t i s b a s e d , and an a s s e s s m e n t o f i t s problems 

and a d v a n t a g e s . C a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s 

o f t h e methods by w h i c h i n f o r m a t i o n was c o l l e c t e d was t h e r e 

f o r e s e e n a s an e s s e n t i a l p)art o f t h e r e s e a r c h . 

T h i s s t u d y u s e d t h r e e d i f f e r e n t a p p r o a c h e s . F i r s t , i n f o r m a 

t i o n was g a t h e r e d r e g a r d i n g the h i s t o r i c a l , demographic and 

g e n e r a l background f a c t s r e l a t i n g t o t h e town, u s i n g 

s e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s and i n - d e p t h i n t e r v i e w s . Second, a s e r i e s 

o f i n - d e p t h i n t e r v i e x v s was c a r r i e d out w i t h t e n women aged 

o v e r s e v e n t y , and t e n women aged between t w e n t y - f i v e and 

f o r t y - f i v e . T h i r d , a q u e s t i o n n a i r e s c h e d u l e was a d m i n i s t e r e d 

t o s i x t y - t w o women, r e p r e s e n t i n g a random sample o f women 

from the town. I n t h i s way i n f o r m a t i o n was c o l l e c t e d r e l a t i n g 

t o a l l t h r e e l e v e l s o f t h e women's l i v e s , and v i e w e d w i t h i n 

t h e c o n t e x t of t h e i r w h o le e n v i r o n m e n t . 

COLLECTION OF BACKGROUND DATA 

The r e s e a r c h began w i t h t h e c o l l e c t i o n o f h i s t o r i c a l demo

g r a p h i c d a t a about the town. A c o m p l e t e s u r v e y o f the C e n s u s 

e n u m e r a t o r s ' r e c o r d s f o r B u c k f a s t l e i g h f o r t h e y e a r s 1851, 

1861 and 1871 was c a r r i e d o u t , n o t i n g t h e i n f o r m a t i o n f o r 

ea c h h o u s e h o l d f o r e a c h y e a r s e p a r a t e l y . P a t t e r n s and 

t r e n d s became a p p a r e n t w h i c h were s u g g e s t i v e o f f u r t h e r 

q u e s t i o n s to be a s k e d , but l i m i t a t i o n s were a l s o e v i d e n t . 

One of the f r u s t r a t i n g a s p e c t s \vas t h e ' s n a p - s h o t ' n a t u r e 

o f C e n s u s r e c o r d s , w h i c h g i v e no i n d i c a t i o n o f what had 

happened i n t h e i n t e r v e n i n g t e n y e a r s between e a c h C e n s u s . 
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Even more l i m i t i n g was the i n a b i l i t y t o q u e s t i o n m o t i v e s 

and f e e l i n g s b e h i n d t h e s t a r k e v e n t s r e c o r d e d i n the C e n s u s . 

Why d i d c e r t a i n women l i v e i n c e r t a i n t y p e s o f h o u s e h o l d , 

was t h i s a m a t t e r o f c h o i c e , p r a c t i c a l i t y or n e c e s s i t y , and 

how d i d t h e y f e e l about t h i s ? A n d e r s o n n o t e s t h e same l i m i 

t a t i o n when he s p e a k s o f t h e ' s t r u c t u r a l * n a t u r e of the i n 

f o r m a t i o n g a t h e r e d from h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s , but t h e l a c k of 

'phenomenal' e v i d e n c e ^ ̂  ̂ -

The s k e l e t a l n a t u r e of C e n s u s d a t a i s d a n g e r o u s l y open t o 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i n t h e l i g h t o f c u r r e n t o p i n i o n s , w i t h much 

i m p o s i t i o n o f the r e s e a r c h e r ' s t h e o r i e s i f t h e b a r e f a c t s a r e 

a l l o w e d t o be f l e s h e d o u t w i t h mere s u p p o s i t i o n o r assump

t i o n . O n l y t h e h a r d s t a t i s t i c a l d a t a c a n be examined, w h i l s t 

t h e m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e i n d i v i d u a l s ' 

l i v e s - s u c h a s t h e i r s t a t e o f h e a l t h o r t h e h o u r s and 

c o n d i t i o n s of t h e i r work - and t h e i r a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s t h e s e 

i s s u e s must be g l e a n e d from o t h e r s o u r c e s o r a c c e p t e d a s 

b e i n g unknowable. T h i s o n e - s i d e d n a t u r e o f t h e a v a i l a b l e 

i n f o r m a t i o n h i g h l i g h t s one o f t h e l i m i t a t i o n s o f h i s t o r i c a l 

r e s e a r c h ; one w h i c h i s p a r t i c u l a r l y a c u t e f o r w o r k i n g c l a s s 

p e o p l e of t h e p a s t , f o r whom few r e c o r d s e x i s t . 

B e s i d e s the mere ' f a c t u a l ' n a t u r e of t h e C e n s u s d a t a t h e r e 

a r e o t h e r c r i t i c i s m s t o be made, some o f w h i c h r e l a t e not 

o n l y t o the Cen s u s r e c o r d s o f t h e l a s t c e n t u r y , but a l s o t o 

the u s e o f o f f i c i a l r e c o r d s i n g e n e r a l . As And e r s o n p o i n t s 

out, C e n s u s r e c o r d s c a n m i s l e a d i n g l y c o n c e a l s h o r t term e v e n t s 
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i n i n d i v i d u a l s ' l i v e s , w h i c h - b e c a u s e o f t h e i r s h o r t term 

n a t u r e - a r e u n l i k e l y t o show up a s b e i n g s i g n i f i c a n t i n the 

r e c o r d e d d a t a e v e n w h i l s t p l a y i n g an i m p o r t a n t pa i r t i n t h e 

p r e v a i l i n g p a t t e r n of l i f e ^ ^ ^ . S i m i l a r l y , t h e r e i s no means 

by w h i c h t o gauge the f r e q u e n c y o f c h a n g e s betiveen e a c h p i e c e 

o f i n f o r m a t i o n , f o r example, does a change o f a d d r e s s between 

two C e n s u s e s mean one house move or t w e n t y w i t h i n the p r e 

v i o u s t e n y e a r s ? 

A f u r t h e r problem common t o most o f f i c i a l s t a t i s t i c s i s t h a t 

o f a g g r e g a t i o n . W i t h o u t t h e i n d i v i d u a l d a t a r e l e v a n t i n f o r 

m a t i o n c a n e a s i l y r e m a i n h i d d e n due t o t h e c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n 

and c a t e g o r i s a t i o n w h i c h t a k e s p l a c e when s t a t i s t i c s a r e 

a g g r e g a t e d . F o r t h i s r e a s o n t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t h e 1 9 t h 

c e n t u r y e n u m e r a t o r s ' r e c o r d s p r o v e d t o be i l l u m i n a t i n g , p r o 

v o k i n g q u e s t i o n s w h i c h t h e a g g r e g a t e C e n s u s d a t a l e a v e unan-

swered^ 

I t becomes a p p a r e n t t h a t o n l y c e r t a i n q u e s t i o n s c a n be a s k e d 

o f o f f i c i a l s t a t i s t i c s . O b v i o u s l y q u e s t i o n s c a n n o t be a s k e d 

o f the d a t a w h i c h were not i n i t i a l l y a s k e d o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l s , 

w h i c h means t h a t the i n f o r m a t i o n i s o n l y of use t o the 

r e s e a r c h e r s o l o n g a s h i s or h e r i n t e r e s t s c o i n c i d e w i t h 

t h o s e o f t h e d a t a c o l l e c t o r s . But b e s i d e s t h e c h o s e n a r e a of 

a n a l y s i s and t h e d a t a t h a t a r e c o l l e c t e d , t h e way i n w h i c h 

t h e s t a t i s t i c s a x e p r o c e s s e d and p r e s e n t e d c a n make them 

i m p r a c t i c a b l e f o r the r e s e a r c h e r . 
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I f t h e f i g u r e s a r e a l r e a d y a g g r e g a t e d , f o r i n s t a n c e i n t o 

g e o g r a p h i c a l a r e a s , or i n t o c o n c e p t u a l a r e a s s u c h a s 

' f a m i l i e s * w h i c h do not c o i n c i d e w i t h t h e r e s e a r c h e r s ' 

d e f i n i t i o n s , t h e i n f o r m a t i o n i s o f l i t t l e p r a c t i c a b l e h e l p . 

W h i l s t t h e r e l e a s e of l a s t c e n t u r y ' s e n u m e r a t o r s ' r e c o r d s , 

and t o some e x t e n t t h i s c e n t u r y ' s S m a l l A r e a S t a t i s t i c s , 

h e l p s overcome t h e problem of g e o g r a p h i c a l b o u n d a r i e s , t h e 

problem of c o n c e p t u a l c a t e g o r i s a t i o n o f t e n r e m a i n s . - T h i s 

problem i s not l i m i t e d to h i s t o r i c a l d a t a but i s r e l e v a n t 

f o r c o n t e m p o r a r y s t a t i s t i c s t o o . The s e x i s t u s e of t h e t e r m 

'Head of Household' i n c u r r e n t o f f i c i a l s t a t i s t i c s r e n d e r s 

t h e d a t a u n w o r k a b l e f o r anyone who h o l d s a d i f f e r e n t d e f i n i t i o n 

o f the c a t e g o r y , a s does t h e u n d e r l y i n g a s s u m p t i o n b e h i n d t h e 

term ' C h i e f Economic P r o v i d e r ' , and once p r e s e n t e d i n t h i s 

form t h e s t a t i s t i c s become i m p o s s i b l e t o r e a n a l y s e i n a n y 

o t h e r way. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , where o f f i c i a l s t a t i s t i c s have been c o l l e c t e d 

a c c u r a t e l y and w i t h t h e u s e o f d e f i n i t i o n s and c a t e g o r i e s 

w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d c l o s e l y enough w i t h t h o s e o f t h e r e s e a r c h e r , 

i n v a l u a b l e h e l p c a n be g a i n e d from t h e l o n g term and wide 

r a n g i n g p e r s p e c t i v e of t r e n d s w h i c h emerge. B e s i d e s t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y e n u m e r a t o r s ' r e c o r d s f o r B u c k f a s t l e i g h , 

a g g r e g a t e c e n s u s d a t a p r o v i d e d u s e f u l i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g 

f a c t o r s s u c h a s h o u s i n g and employment, and o f f i c i a l 

s t a t i s t i c s i n d i c a t e d the demographic and economic t r e n d s 

a g a i n s t w h i c h l i f e i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h must be s e e n . L o c a l 
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p o p u l a t i o n and m a r r i a g e p a t t e r n s w e r e s t u d i e d and compared 

w i t h n a t i o n a l ones and found to be b r o a d l y s i m i l a r . 

F u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n was c o l l e c t e d from o t h e r s e c o n d a r y 

s o u r c e s s u c h a s p a r i s h r e g i s t e r s , t h e r e c o r d s o f F r i e n d l y 

S o c i e t i e s , workhouse r e c o r d s , and d i r e c t o r i e s , w h i l s t t h e 

e l e c t o r a l r e g i s t e r aind p u b l i c a t i o n s s u c h a s the p a r i s h 

magazine p r o v i d e d contemporairy i n f o r m a t i o n . From t h e s e 

s o u r c e s a g e n e r a l framework was b u i l t up p r o v i d i n g a p i c t u r e 

o f t h e town o v e r a timespain o f a c e n t u r y . 

T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n , however, d e a l t w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s ' l i v e s 

o n l y on two o f t h e t h r e e l e v e l s i d e n t i f i e d ; t h o s e o f 

s t a t i s t i c a l d a t a , and m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , l e a v i n g t h e 

v i e w s and f e e l i n g s o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s u n e x p l o r e d . I n o r d e r 

t o b r i n g t h e p i c t u r e o f t h e town t o l i f e , o r a l h i s t o r y i n t e r 

v i e w s were c a r r i e d out w i t h e i g h t l o c a l p e o p l e who were 

s e l e c t e d f o r t h e v a r i e t y o f d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s o f l i f e i n t h e 

town t h e y r e p r e s e n t e d , i n c l u d i n g f o r i n s t a n c e , e m p l o y e r s , 

employees, a k e e n t r a d e u n i o n i s t and an e m p l o y e r ' s w i f e ( s e e 

Appendix 2 f o r a l i s t of i n t e r v i e w e e s ) . Even where t h e s e 

r e s p o n d e n t s ' v i e w s c o n f l i c t e d w i t h e a c h o t h e r , o r w i t h 

r e c o r d e d d a t a , t h e y p r o v e d e s s e n t i a l f o r a f u l l e r u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g o f t h e a r e a , p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n a t a l l t h r e e 

l e v e l s . I n c o n s i s t e n c i e s between s o u r c e s i l l u s t r a t e t h e r e l e 

v a n c e o f c o m b i n i n g h a r d d a t a w i t h s u b j e c t i v e v i e w s , e m p h a s i s i n g 

t h e c ompeting v i e w s o f w h i c h r e a l i t y c o n s i s t s and p r o v i d i n g 

p e r s o n a l p e r c e p t i o n s w h i c h gave a n o t h e r p e r s p e c t i v e to t h e 
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recorded data. O r a l evidence was h e l p f u l i n d e l i n e a t i n g 

the boundaries of the community as experienced by the i n h a b i 

t a n t s now and i n the p a s t , and i n d i v i d u a l s were ab l e to 

express the value they attached to t h e i r community. S i m i l a r l y 

s u b - d i v i s i o n s and a l l e g i a n c e s w i t h i n the town were r e v e a l e d , 

which gave f u r t h e r meaning to the notion of »community•. 

IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS WITH OLDER WOMEN 

Within t h i s framework, women were s e l e c t e d to be i n d i v i d u a l l y 

i n t e r v i e w e d i n depth, p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the main bulk 

of the study. The olde r group of women was i n t e r v i e w e d f i r s t , 

q u a l i f y i n g f e a t u r e s being that they were aged over seventy, 

and that they were of working c l a s s o r i g i n s . W h i l s t s o c i a l 

c l a s s i s an a r e a of p o t e n t i a l debate f o r women, f o r the o l d e r 

i n h a b i t a n t s of B u c k f a s t l e i g h t h i s posed no r e a l problem f o r , 

as d i s c u s s e d i n the f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r , s o c i a l c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s 

were c l e a r l y d e f i n e d i n the town a t the beginning of t h i s 

century and a l l of the older women spoken to were q u i t e s u r e 

of t h e i r working c l a s s o r i g i n s . The other q u a l i f y i n g f e a t u r e 

was that the women were born i n the town amd/or had spent most 

of t h e i r l i v e s t h e r e , (Only one o l d e r woman was i n t e r v i e w e d 

who was born o u t s i d e the a r e a , and d a t a on her l i f e p r i o r 

to her l a t e t wenties when she moved to B u c k f a s t l e i g h i s 

excluded from comparisons with the other women's e a r l y l i v e s ) . 

Contact with women for t h i s paxt of the study was i n i t i a l l y 

made through networks encountered during the f i r s t stage, 

that of c o l l e c t i n g the background i n f o r m a t i o n . A number of 
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women were recommended as ex-workers i n the t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y , 

four of whom had been born i n the sajne t h r e e rows of t e r r a c e d 

houses, and a l l of whom had had f a t h e r s working i n the t e x t i l e 

mills« Other women were found by word-of-mouth, and l a t e r , 

through c o n t a c t s made during the a d m i n i s t e r i n g o f the qu e s t i o n 

n a i r e schedule, u n t i l a t o t a l of ten older women had been 

int e r v i e w e d . l^/hilst a l l attempts were made to make the 

s e l e c t i o n of women as wide ranging a s p o s s i b l e w i t h i n the 

s e l e c t e d parameters, no p r e s s u r e was put on women to agree 

to be i n t e r v i e w e d , and s e v e r a l d i d d e c l i n e . I t must be 

acknowledged that those women w i t h whom i t was p o s s i b l e to 

obt a i n i n t e r v i e w s may not be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of those who 

r e f u s e d . (A l i s t of the women i n t e r v i e w e d appears i n 

Appendix 2 ) . 

I n t e r v i e w s g e n e r a l l y l a s t e d betv/een f o r t y - f i v e minutes and 

two hours; some women were i n t e r v i e w e d a second time. The 

i n t e r v i e w s were r e l a t i v e l y u n s t r u c t u r e d , based on a p r e v i o u s l y 

compiled schedule which covered a range of t o p i c s r e l a t i n g to 

home l i f e , work and l e i s u r e . (See Appendix 3 f o r a f u l l e r 

d e s c r i p t i o n of the s c h e d u l e ) . The degree to which women were 

forthcoming on these i s s u e s v a r i e d , and respondents were 

given the opportunity to d w e l l on those a r e a s about which they 

were most i n t e r e s t e d , i n accordance w i t h P o r t e l l i ' s recommen

dation that * the r e s e a r c h e r " a c c e p t s " the informant and g i v e s 

p r i o r i t y to what he or she wishes to t e l l , r a t h e r than what 

the r e s e a r c h e r wishes to hear^"^*^^. I n t e r v i e w e e s were asked 
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f o r permission to tape the i n t e r v i e w ; a l l agreed. G e n e r a l l y 

good rapport seemed easy to e s t a b l i s h , and most women were 

ple a s e d to t a l k . Following the i n t e r v i e w s the tapes v/ere 

t r a n s c r i b e d i n f u l l , smd from these i n t e r v i e w s new i d e a s 

and t h e o r e t i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s arose which c o u l d be checked 

f u r t h e r . 

ORAL EVIDENCE: ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 

P r i o r to d i s c u s s i n g the i n t e r v i e w s c a r r i e d out w i t h the younger 

group of women, the advajitages and c r i t i c i s m s of o r a l evidence 

demand c o n s i d e r a t i o n . The o b j e c t i o n s advanced by the • s c i e n t 

i f i c * lobby of s o c i o l o g i s t s a g a i n s t the use of o r a l evidence 

are g e n e r a l l y based on what they c l a i m to be i t s l a c k of 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s , r e l i a b i l i t y and v a l i d i t y . Arguments i n 

support of o r a l evidence countering these a t t a c k s have been 

m a r t i a l l e d by many advocates of the method. Thompson po i n t s 

out that no method i s f r e e of such c r i t i c i s m ; a l l axe open 

to s e l e c t i v e use of information, i n a c c u r a c i e s and contor-

t i o n s ( ^ ^ ) . 

ADVANTAGES 

The most obvious points i n favour of o r a l evidence a r e , 

b r i e f l y , as f o l l o w s . F i r s t , the use of o r a l evidence means 

that p r e v i o u s l y ignored a r e a s of study can be e x p l o r e d . 

Recorded data has been p a r t i c u l a r l y s e l e c t i v e , and hidden 

groups or spheres of l i f e about which there i s l i t t l e or no 

published i n f o r m a t i o n become a c c e s s i b l e w i t h the use of the 

o r a l i n t e r v i e w . Even where w r i t t e n r e c o r d s do e x i s t , o r a l 
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evidence may provide a h e l p f u l c o r r e c t i v e . Second, the 

r e s e a r c h e r , by g a t h e r i n g o r a l evidence, bypasses the problem 

of f i n d i n g that p r e v i o u s l y c o l l a t e d d a t a i s d e f i n e d or 

aggregated i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y for h i s or her own a r e a of i n t e r e s t . 

The information i s c o l l e c t e d on an i n d i v i d u a l b a s i s using 

the r e s e a r c h e r • s own concepts and c a t e g o r i e s . T h i r d , and 

most important, o r a l evidence i s one of the few means by which 

the i n d i v i d u a l ' s p e r c e p t i o n s , f e e l i n g s and b e l i e f s (the t h i r d 

l e v e l of d a t a ) can be explored. J u s t how f e a s i b l e i t i s to 

i n v e s t i g a t e t h i s a s p e c t of l i f e through an i n d i v i d u a l ' s words 

w i l l be d i s c u s s e d l a t e r - however, few other sources even 

approach t h i s t h i r d category of d a t a , w i t h the p o s s i b l e excep

t i o n of l e t t e r s , d i a r i e s and a u t o b i o g r a p h i e s . 

Thus i t becomes c l e a r that one of the key a s p e c t s of o r a l 

evidence l i e s i n i t s s u b j e c t i v i t y , which opens i t to both 

use and abuse, v a l u e and c r i t i c i s m . W h i l s t the c o l l e c t i o n of 

o r a l evidence g i v e s the unwary or u n e t h i c a l r e s e a r c h e r an 

opportunity to ' f o r c e ' the d a t a i n t o h i s or her own c a t e g o r i e s , 

thereby promoting a world view which complies w i t h h i s or her 

own t h e o r i e s , i t must not be f o r g o t t e n that t h i s o b j e c t i o n 

i s not unique to t h i s method of d a t a c o l l e c t i o n . Censuses 

and s u r v e y s , i n f a c t a l l means of data c o l l e c t i o n , cure a l s o 
( 12 ) 

based on d e f i n i t i o n s and t h e o r e t i c a l frameworks^ ^. The 

main d i f f e r e n c e w i t h o r a l evidence i n r e l a t i o n to t h i s p o i n t 

i s t hat a l l of the d a t a i n i t s u n c a t e g o r i s e d form ( i . e . the 

w r i t t e n t r a n s c r i p t or the r e c o r d i n g ) i s a v a i l a b l e for r e -

s c r u t i n y , so that other r e s e a r c h e r s can a s s e s s the a p p l i c a -
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b i l i t y of the concepts used and the c a t e g o r i e s i n t o which 

information i s as s i g n e d . I n t h i s way i t becomes e a s i e r f o r 

o u t s i d e r s to c r i t i c i s e or d i s a g r e e with the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

of the data. 

T h i s n o n - c l a s s i f i e d q u a l i t y of the raw data i s c l o s e l y 

a l i g n e d with another of the me r i t s of o r a l e v idence. Re

assessment of the c a t e g o r i e s can be a constant p r o c e s s , and 

a r e c e p t i v e r e s e a r c h e r may be prompted to r e - t h i n k concepts 

as the respondents' world views c o n f l i c t w i t h h i s or her own. 

With t h i s r e - t h i n k i n g come new approaches and new qu e s t i o n s . 

As P a s s e r i n i s a y s , 'Oral sources r e f u s e to answer c e r t a i n 

kinds of questions; seemingly loquacious, they f i n a l l y prove 

to be r e t i c e n t or enigmatic, and l i k e the sphynx they f o r c e 

us to reformulate problems and c h a l l e n g e our c u r r e n t h a b i t s 

of thought'^ 

CRITICISMS: REPRESENTATIVENESS? 

To d e a l with the common c r i t i c i s m s of o r a l evidence, the 

i s s u e . o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s i n any survey i s bounded by the 

aims i n i t i a l l y s e t for the r e s e a r c h , and of whom the r e s e a r c h 

i s intended to be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . I n v e s t i g a t i n g such a 

broad but unexplored a r e a as m a r i t a l s t a t u s i t seemed impor

tant to e s t a b l i s h hypotheses t h a t worked f o r c e r t a i n people 

i n c e r t a i n s i t u a t i o n s , r a t h e r than attempting to make grand 

g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s , and for t h i s reason - as d i s c u s s e d e a r l i e r -
(14) 

c e r t a i n parameters were s e t ^ Taking the chosen para

meters of area, age and s o c i a l c l a s s , a l l attempts were made 
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to make the sample of women as wide-ranging a s p o s s i b l e , 

covering v a r i a b l e s such as f a m i l y s i z e , s i b l i n g p o s i t i o n , 

occupation, and most important, m a r i t a l s t a t u s . Within 

t h i s sajnple the e f f e c t s of these v a r i a b l e s could then be 

i n v e s t i g a t e d and hypotheses formed. I n t h i s way, although 

s m a l l , the sample was as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e as p o s s i b l e of what 

i t claimed to i n v e s t i g a t e , bearing i n mind the f a c t of non-

response • 

W h i l s t p e r s u a s i o n may have encouraged c e r t a i n non-respondents 

to comply, such attempts were seen as i n v a l i d a t i n g , f o r the 

value of working on such am i n d i v i d u a l l e v e l was the oppor

t u n i t y i t o f f e r e d f o r e x p l o r i n g the meanings a t t a c h e d to 

each women's l i f e , thereby coming c l o s e r to the respondent's 

own understanding of her l i f e and making i t p o s s i b l e to 

decipher a c t i o n s , d e c i s i o n s and ways of behaving i n the l i g h t 

of her past and present r e s t r i c t i o n s and o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

R e l u c t a n t i n t e r v i e w e e s were u n l i k e l y to present t h i s oppor

t u n i t y . 

RELIABILITY? 

The c r i t i c i s m r e garding the l a c k of r e l i a b i l i t y which i s 

l e v e l l e d a t o r a l evidence can be i n t e r p r e t e d a t s e v e r a l 

l e v e l s . At the most b a s i c l e v e l , the r e l i a b i l i t y of memory 

can be questioned. In response to t h i s Thompson c i t e s e x p e r i 

ments which i n d i c a t e that the immediate l o s s of memory over 

a short period i s by f a r the g r e a t e s t , and that l a t e r memory 

l o s s i s almost n e g l i g i b l e u n t i l s e n i l i t y i s reached. He 
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p o i n t s out that r e l i a b i l i t y depends p a r t l y on whether the 

i s s u e i n t e r e s t s the informant, and that i n d i v i d u a l s tend 

to remember the more s a l i e n t p o i n t s i n t h e i r l i v e s , t h i s i n 

i t s e l f being a h e l p f u l p o i n t e r ^ 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , a t t i t u d e s a re remembered l e s s a c c u r a t e l y than 

f a c t s . The past i s c o n s t a n t l y being r e i n t e r p r e t e d as par t 

of a continuous sequence l e a d i n g i n t o the p r e s e n t , and 

previous motives and emotions tend to become d i s t o r t e d w i t h 

time. Events too may become misplaced, embroidered or f o r 

gotten i n order to f i t i n as p a r t of a harmonised whole. 

When, however, one of the main concerns of in-depth i n t e r 

viewing i s that of v a l u e s , the ve r y c u l t u r a l c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 

memory proves to be of i n t e r e s t . The same p r o c e s s of i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s i n op e r a t i o n i n a l l h i s t o r i c a l 

r e c a l l , whatever the sources or methods being used. A l l 

accounts of the past i n v o l v e a combination of f a c t u a l events 

i n t e r p r e t e d through contemporary s o c i a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d v a l u e s , 

and the f a c t that t h i s i s more apparent i n o r a l evidence may 

be seen as one of the method's m e r i t s . O r a l evidence makes 

v i s i b l e the s u b j e c t i v e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a l problems common to 

a l l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the p a s t . I t becomes c l e a r through 

o r a l evidence that ideology i s the cement which binds past 

and present together: f a c t u a l accounts and c u l t u r a l under

standing of them a r e both represented i n respondents' accounts 

and an awareness of t h i s encourages c a r e f u l l i s t e n i n g , 

questioning and i n t e r p r e t i n g . 

93 



VALIDITY? 

The v a l i d i t y of the evidence c o l l e c t e d by in-depth i n t e r 

viewing a l s o r e q u i r e s c a i r e f u l assessment. V a r i o u s a s p e c t s 

of the method i t s e l f should be taken i n t o account when d e a l i n g 

with the data i n order to a l e r t the r e s e a r c h e r t o p o s s i b l e 

b i a s . Most importantly, the i n t e r p e r s o n a l p r o c e s s e s going 

on w i t h i n the i n t e r v i e w s i t u a t i o n should not be ignored, f o r , 

as Button points out, the i n t e r v i e w i s as much a s o c i a l 

o c c a s i o n as any other meeting of i n d i v i d u a l s , and much of 

what i s produced during an i n t e r v i e w i s i n t e r a c t i o n a l l y con

s t r u c t e d ^ "̂ ^ ̂  * The r e s e a r c h e r must t h e r e f o r e accept some 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the r e s u l t s produced during the i n t e r v i e w , 

and as p a r t of t h i s p r o c e s s should examine h i s o r her r o l e 

during the procedure, and the i n f l u e n c e which t h i s i s l i k e l y 

to have had. The approach taken by the i n t e r v i e w e r may vary 

from a detached ' c l i n i c a l * , ' p r o f e s s i o n a l ' approach, to one 

which encourages the respondent to view the r e s e a r c h e r as 

a f r i e n d ^ Whatever l i n e of approach i s taken the i n t e r 

viewer w i l l i n e v i t a b l y i n f l u e n c e the response, and to ignore 

t h i s would be to ignore the human component of s o c i a l s c i e n c e . 

During t h i s r e s e a r c h the r o l e of the i n t e r v i e w e r changed w i t h 

the d i f f e r e n t groups of people being i n t e r v i e w e d . When i n t e r 

viewing men for background information about the town, the 

respondents were pl e a s e d to see t h e i r r o l e as t h a t of an 

informer and they o b v i o u s l y viewed the i n t e r v i e w s as f o l l o w i n g 

s i m i l a r l i n e s to those of t e l e v i s i o n i n t e r v i e w s . V^/hilst they 

94 



were happy to i n s t r u c t or to supply f a c t s about the town and 

about work, they were much l e s s w i l l i n g to d i s c u s s t h e i r own 
(18) 

l i v e s i n r e l a t i o n to these f a c t s ^ ^. I n t e r v i e w s with the 

older women, both those i n t e r v i e w e d f o r background information 

and those i n t e r v i e w e d f o r the main p a r t of the r e s e a r c h s t a r t e d 

out on s i m i l a r l i n e s to those with the men, as information had 

i n i t i a l l y been requested about t h e i r past i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , 

but g e n e r a l l y personal f a c t o r s were drawn i n , and during most 

of the i n t e r v i e w s a point was reached where the atmosphere be

came more r e l a x e d as i n t e r v i e w e r and i n t e r v i e w e e recognised each 

other as people. With the younger women the poi n t of the i n t e r 

view was i n i t i a l l y e x p l a i n e d as beir^ t h a t of d i s c u s s i n g t h e i r 

f e e l i n g s about l i f e i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , and w i t h f e e l i n g s much 

to the f o r e f r o n t a more person a l approach was i n e v i t a b l e . 

D i f f e r i n g approaches imply d i f f e r e n t r e s u l t s . I n more 

' c l i n i c a l * i n t e r v i e w i n g however unobtrusive the i n t e r v i e w e r 

may appeau: to be, the power balance i s weighted f i r m l y on h i s 

or her s i d e - i n f a c t t h i s very unobtrusiveness i s i n lajcge 

p a r t the e x p r e s s i o n of the power. During the i n t e r v i e w the 

normal s o c i a l conventions of c o n v e r s a t i o n a r e l a i d a s i d e and 

the commonly acknowledged o b l i g a t i o n to take 'turns' i n any 

exchange no longer a p p l i e s , the respondent being given un

u s u a l l y long turns w h i l s t the i n t e r v i e w e r f r e q u e n t l y responds 

only with s h o r t encouragements or w i t h s i l e n c e . T h i s s i l e n c e 

demonstrates the i n t e r v i e w e r ' s power and f r e q u e n t l y f o r c e s 

the respondent to continue. W h i l s t g i v i n g the semblance 

of a normal c o n v e r s a t i o n t h i s t a c t i c must be acknow-
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ledged as being i n f l u e n t i a l i n the production of the r e s 
ponse. 

A more personal approach g e n e r a l l y r e s u l t s i n more thoughtful 

r e v e l a t i o n s , but as the i n t e r v i e w p r o g r e s s e s the i n t e r a c t i o n 

between the respondent and the i n t e r v i e w e r i s l i k e l y to 

i n f l u e n c e the views expressed. Whatever the l i n e of approach 

taken the i n t e r v i e w e r ' s i n f l u e n c e cannot be denied. Each 

i n t e r a c t i o n i s an i s o l a t e d i n c i d e n t and i n e v i t a b l y c a r r i e s 

w i th i t the e f f e c t s of the surrounding c i r c u m s t a n c e s . Some 

of these circumstances w i l l be f a c t o r s a l r e a d y present i n the 

respondent's l i f e , w h i l s t o t h e r s w i l l be due to the impact 

of the i n t e r v i e w e r , but t h i s i s a common f e a t u r e of a l l i n t e r 

a c t i o n s and a l l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . The i n d i v i d u a l ' s views a r e 

f l u i d and a r e s e a r c h e r cannot hope to p i n down one d e f i n i t i v e 

summary of the i n d i v i d u a l ' s standpoint on any i s s u e . IVhat 

the i n t e r v i e w does do i s to i n d i c a t e some e x p r e s s i o n of the 

respondent's view of l i f e . Only by being aware of the mani

p u l a t i v e f o r c e s at play may the r e s e a r c h e r hope to come c l o s e r 

to a v a l i d understanding of the respondent's v i e w s as they 

would wish to express them. 

A f u r t h e r problem with regard to o r a l evidence i s that of the 

s e l e c t i o n and p r e s e n t a t i o n of the m a t e r i a l . As P o r t e l l i 

s a y s , 'The t r a n s c r i p t turns a u r a l o b j e c t s i n t o v i s u a l ones, 

which i n e v i t a b l y i m p l i e s r e d u c t i o n and m a n i p u l a t i o n • ^ "'•̂  ̂  . 

T h i s i s an unfortunate c o r o l l a r y of i n t e r v i e w i n g . I n t o n a t i o n , 

changes i n speed and volume, pauses, a l l c o n t r i b u t e to the 
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meaning of what i s s a i d , yet a l l these nuances a r e l o s t i n 
t r a n s c r i p t i o n . 

T h i s . c r e a t e s a dilemma f o r the r e s e a r c h e r who, w h i l s t r e a l 

i s i n g t h a t the same statement may have q u i t e c o n t r a d i c t o r y 

meanings according to the way i n which i t i s d e l i v e r e d , i s 

simultaneously aware of the s c i e n t i f i c o b l i g a t i o n to r e f r a i n 

from too s u b j e c t i v e an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the 'data*. T h i s 

c o n f l i c t as to whether to present the pure v e r b a l evidence, 

or whether to i n c l u d e the i n t e r p r e t a t i v e i n f e r e n c e , i s 

cr e a t e d through the proce s s whereby speech becomes decontext-

u a l i s e d i n t r a n s c r i p t i o n . There being no c l e a r r e s o l u t i o n 

to the problem of d e a l i n g with statements which would be mis

l e a d i n g when t r a n s c r i b e d ' o b j e c t i v e l y ' , i n t h i s r e s e a r c h the 

use of comments which on tape imply one th i n g yet when t r a n s 

c r i b e d mean another, has been avoided. 

Having considered the most l i k e l y a r e a s of b i a s when g a t h e r i n g 

o r a l evidence, the method n e v e r t h e l e s s remains one of i n 

v a l u a b l e help. An awareness of the d i s t o r t i n g tendencies 

i n v o l v e d r e v e a l s the problems as l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t i n p r i n c i p l e 

from those of a l l other methods, and beaxing t h e s e tendencies 

i n mind in-depth i n t e r v i e w i n g permits a b e t t e r e x p l o r a t i o n 

of the t h i r d l e v e l of in f o r m a t i o n about i n d i v i d u a l s ' l i v e s 

than any other method. 

IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS WITH YOUNGER WOMEN 

Finding s u i t a b l e women f o r the younger group of interviexvees 

97 



proved more d i f f i c u l t than f o r the older group as few 

i n i t i a l p o i n ts of contact could be found. The a d m i n i s t r a 

t i o n of the q u e s t i o n n a i r e schedule provided s e v e r a l oppor

t u n i t i e s to meet women who f i t t e d the r e l e v a n t c a t e g o r i e s 

and on these o c c a s i o n s a request was made to meet again for 

a longer i n t e r v i e w . S e v e r a l women agreed and through these 

women f u r t h e r c o n t a c t s were made. A p o s s i b l e element of b i a s 

must be admitted here however, due to the f a c t t h a t the 

sampling frame used f o r the q u e s t i o n n a i r e was the E l e c t o r a l 

R e g i s t e r . The sample t h e r e f o r e favoured women who were house

h o l d e r s . Attempts were made to r e c t i f y t h i s by r e q u e s t i n g 

i n t e r v i e w s with the th r e e unmarried women of twe n t y - f i v e and 

over who were d i s c o v e r e d to be l i v i n g with t h e i r mothers when 

t h e i r mother was i n t e r v i e w e d as p a r t of the q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

sample, but none of these second-hand r e q u e s t s was s u c c e s s f u l . 

No p r a c t i c a b l e means could be found of r e c t i f y i n g t h i s 

p o s s i b l e imbalance. 

The younger i n t e r v i e w e e s formed a l e s s c o h e s i v e group than 

the o l d e r women. W h i l s t the olde r working c l a s s women had 

l i v e d i n a r e l a t i v e l y c l o s e d community w i t h l i m i t e d o p t i o n s , 

the l i v e s of the younger women i l l u s t r a t e d a g r e a t e r d i v e r s i t y 

i n terms of o p p o r t u n i t i e s , geographical m o b i l i t y and m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s . Women who were s i n g l e , married, s e p a r a t e d , d i v o r c e d 

and widowed were i n t e r v i e w e d . Some of these women had 

p r e v i o u s l y cohabited with a mem, but due to the uncleax 

p o s i t i o n of cohabitees i n r e l a t i o n to m a r i t a l s t a t u s no 

c u r r e n t l y c o h a b i t i n g women were i n c l u d e d . 
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The parameters s et for t h i s group were s t i l l those of age 

(approximately twenty-five to f o r t y - f i v e ) , r e s i d e n c e 

(having been born i n or near B u c k f a s t l e i g h and having spent 

most of t h e i r l i v e s i n the town), and s o c i a l c l a s s . A 

problem arose with the i s s u e of s o c i a l c l a s s i n t h a t no 

s a t i s f a c t o r y means of s o c i a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n e x i s t s f o r women 

Un l i k e the s i t u a t i o n w ith the olde r women, the younger ones 

were u n c l e a r as to t h e i r c l a s s p o s i t i o n , so f a t h e r ' s occupa

t i o n was used as the q u a l i f y i n g f a c t o r ^ ^ ^ ^ . Ten i n t e r v i e w s 

were c a r r i e d out, though o n l y s i x of these were recorded 

(a l i s t of the i n t e r v i e w e e s appears i n Appendix 2 ) . Notes 

were taken a f t e r the unrecorded i n t e r v i e w s , and f u l l t r a n s 

c r i p t i o n s made of the t a p e s . (Only recorded i n t e r v i e w s a r e 

used f o r d i r e c t q u o t a t i o n s ) . The i s s u e s d i s c u s s e d i n these 

i n t e r v i e w s were s i m i l a r to those d i s c u s s e d w i t h the older 

women asid i n t e r v i e w s g e n e r a l l y l a s t e d between one and two 

hours. (The i n t e r v i e w schedule i s i n c l u d e d i n Appendix 3 ) . 

THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

The t h i r d aspect of the r e s e a r c h , the q u e s t i o n n a i r e , was 

used as a means of ga t h e r i n g i n f o r m a t i o n about a wider range 

of women than was p o s s i b l e through in-depth i n t e r v i e w i n g . 

Information was c o l l e c t e d on a l l t h r e e l e v e l s of d a t a : hard 

s t a t i s t i c a l f a c t s about the women's l i v e s ; i n f o r m a t i o n about 

the way they spent t h e i r time; and in f o r m a t i o n about t h e i r 

f e e l i n g s . The main emphasis was on the second l e v e l i n an 

attempt to d i s c o v e r more about the d a i l y d e t a i l s of which 
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women's l i v e s .consist, and to explore how these v a r y with 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s and other f a c t o r s , i n c l u d i n g age, s o c i a l 

c l a s s , employment, f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n , f a m i l y commitments 

and a v a i l a b i l i t y of t r a n s p o r t . The q u e s t i o n n a i r e a l s o 

provided an opportunity to look at the r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s and a woman's f a m i l y of o r i g i n . In-depth 

i n t e r v i e w s with the f i r s t group of older women suggested some 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between a woman's l i k e l i h o o d of marriage and her 

s i b l i n g p o s i t i o n . The q u e s t i o n n a i r e was a means of t e s t i n g 

t h i s hypothesis on a l a r g e r number of women and over a wider 

range of v a r i a b l e s such as age, s o c i a l c l a s s and type of 

f a m i l y . The q u e s t i o n n a i r e schedule t h e r e f o r e i n c l u d e d ques

t i o n s about a woman's p a s t , her m a r i t a l s t a t u s , her p r e s e n t 

s i t u a t i o n , and how she spent her time. 

SURVEY METHODS: ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 

Wh i l s t the advantages of u s i n g such a q u e s t i o n n a i r e are 

obvious i n that i t p r o v i d e s a s u i t a b l e means of g a i n i n g 

information on a p e r s o n a l , yet more r e a d i l y comparable and 

wider-ranging l e v e l than in-depth i n t e r v i e w i n g , the t h e o r e t i c a l 

and p r a c t i c a l b i a s e s i n h e r e n t i n the method a l s o need con

s i d e r a t i o n . Taking Ackroyd and Hughes' po i n t t h a t methods are 

theory dependent, i t i s r e l e v a n t to note t h a t surveys were 

i n i t i a l l y developed as f a c t - f i n d i n g e x e r c i s e s , but s i n c e then 

have been extended to the e x p l o r a t i o n of a l l a s p e c t s of 

i n d i v i d u a l s ' l i v e s , u s i n g l a r g e l y the same assumptions as 
(21 ) 

were r e l e v a n t for the f a c t f i n d i n g surveys^ ^. 
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Although w e l l s u i t e d to c o l l e c t i n g s t a t i s t i c a l d a t a on an 

i n d i v i d u a l b a s i s , the survey method encounters problems when 

ex p l o r i n g the other two l e v e l s of i n f o r m a t i o n ( m a t e r i a l 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s , and f e e l i n g s and b e l i e f s ) . T h i s d i f f i c u l t y 

i s p a r t l y due to the problem which a r i s e s i n in-depth i n t e r 

v iewing - the i s s u e of whether words can be used a c c u r a t e l y 

to r e p r e s e n t thoughts and a c t i o n s . Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s , even 

more than in-depth i n t e r v i e w s r e l y on the assumption that 

respondents can v e r b a l i s e the phenomena of t h e i r l i v e s i n 

a way that i s comparable w i t h other people's v e r b a l i s a t i o n s . 

During the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h i s q u e s t i o n n a i r e i t was 

evident that women approached the q u e s t i o n s w i t h d i f f e r i n g 

degrees of thought and i n t e r e s t , w h i l s t the s t r u c t u r e of a 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e schedule, w i t h i t s demands of c o m p a r a b i l i t y 

and q x a a n t i f l a b i l i t y removes the opportunity to capture the 
(22) 

f u l l e x p r e s s i o n of these answers^ ^. D i f f e r e n t motives 

behind s i m i l a r a c t i o n s are a l s o l o s t i n a q u e s t i o n n a i r e , 

again i n d i c a t i n g the weakness of the survey method for d e a l i n g 
(23 1 

with any other than the f a c t u a l a s p e c t s of peoples' l i v e s ^ ^. 
U n l i k e in-depth i n t e r v i e w i n g where s i t u a t i o n s , surroundings 

and events are acknowledged as p a r t of the data, the survey 

method removes an answer from i t s c o n t e x t . I n t h i s way no 

account i s taken of the changing f a c t o r s which may i n f l u e n c e 

the ajiswer, but the response alone i s taken to be r e p r e s e n 

t a t i v e , and i s grouped together with a l l the other decontext-

u a l i s e d answers. I s ^ i l s t acknowledging t h a t t h i s i s am 
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i n e v i t a b l e c o r o l l a r y to the demands of a q u a n t i t a t i v e survey, 

c a u t i o n must be e x e r c i s e d i n the notion that similao: answers 
(24) 

share some common denominator 

The survey method i s thus v a l u a b l e i n p r e s e n t i n g a wider 

p i c t u r e of the f a c t u a l a s p e c t s of people's l i v e s , but 

inadequate alone as an i n d i c a t i o n of f e e l i n g s , motives and 

context. The combination of the survey method w i t h in-depth 

i n t e r v i e w i n g and background d a t a c o l l e c t i o n p r o v i d e s a more 

rounded view of respondents' l i v e s , thereby c o u n t e r a c t i n g the 

i n d i v i d u a l i s e d aspect which the survey method tends to 

emphasise. 

SELECTING THE SAMPLE 

When s e l e c t i n g women on whom to ad m i n i s t e r the q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

the i s s u e of a sampling frame proved p r o b l e m a t i c , due to 

the d i f f i c u l t y of i n c l u d i n g women of a l l m a r i t a l s t a t u s e s . 

The only a v a i l a b l e r e c o r d f o r B u c k f a s t l e i g h on which the 

ma j o r i t y of women aged over e i g h t e e n appear i s the E l e c t o r a l 

R e g i s t e r . T h i s however, g i v e s no i n d i c a t i o n of m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s . Making use of the s e x i s t way i n which the term 

'Head of Household' i s def i n e d , i t seemed reasonable to assume 

that the m a j o r i t y of households where the woman's name was 

e i t h e r the f i r s t or the only name l i s t e d f o r t h a t address 

s i g n i f i e d a woman who was unattached to a man. A 20% random 

sample was t h e r e f o r e taken from a l l the female headed house

holds on the R e g i s t e r . As had been hoped, t h i s provided a 

range of women of d i f f e r e n t m a r i t a l s t a t u s e s : s i n g l e , s e p a r a -
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ted, divorced, widowed and married. As a l r e a d y mentioned, 

i d e n t i f y i n g unmarried women i s d i f f i c u l t , and even with the 

use of t h i s sampling frame women who l i v e d , not i n t h e i r 

own homes but with r e l a t i v e s or f r i e n d s , remained hidden 

w i t h i n the E l e c t o r a l R e g i s t e r . I n an attempt to contact 

such women, and a l s o to guard a g a i n s t the p o s s i b i l i t y that 

wives who were designated Head of Household might be un

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of those whose husbands h e l d t h i s t i t l e , a 

f u r t h e r s m a l l random sample of women on the r e g i s t e r not 

najned as Head of Household was s e l e c t e d . No unmarried women 
(25) 

appeared i n t h i s sajnple however ^ 

ADMINISTERING THE SURVEY 

P i l o t t e s t s were c a r r i e d out on women o u t s i d e of the chosen 

sample, the schedule was r e v i s e d , then a d m i n i s t e r e d to the 

s e l e c t e d women. I n a l l , seventeen women r e f u s e d i n t e r v i e w s , 

f i v e were unobtainable, and s i x t y - t w o schedules were completed 

(A copy of the schedule appears i n Appendix 3 ) . 

The q u e s t i o n n a i r e schedule took about twenty minutes to 

complete, though i n the m a j o r i t y of c a s e s f a r longer was 

spent on d i s c u s s i o n before and a f t e r i t . W h i l s t the responses 

to some questi o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the more s u b j e c t i v e ones, 

proved impossible to condense s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , these answers 

and the co n v e r s a t i o n s h e l d with the women were v a l u a b l e i n 

t h e i r oivn r i g h t , provoking f u r t h e r thought and a c t i n g a s 

p o i n t e r s towards i s s u e s to be d i s c u s s e d a t g r e a t e r length 

during in-depth i n t e r v i e w s . A l s o , the c i r c u m s t a n t i a l evidence 
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gained about women's l i v e s gave a g r e a t e r depth of context 

i n which to s e t the i n f o r m a t i o n . Follov/ing the completion 

of the schedules a l l the more c l e a r cut i s s u e s were coded 

and computerised, e n a b l i n g trends to be d e t e c t e d and p o s s i b l e 

i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s checked. The survey t h e r e f o r e proved en

l i g h t e n i n g on a q u a n t i t a t i v e l e v e l , i l l u s t r a t i n g a broader 

span of circumstances than the i n t e r v i e w s , w h i l s t the more 

s u b j e c t i v e a s p e c t s of the q u e s t i o n n a i r e widened the areas of 

i n t e r e s t . 

CONCLUSION 

The combination of these methods of c o l l e c t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n 

thus provided both h i s t o r i c a l and contemporary d a t a r e l a t i n g 

t o women's l i v e s i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h from t h r e e d i f f e r e n t p e r s 

p e c t i v e s and on a l l three l e v e l s of i n f o r m a t i o n . IVhilst the 

geographical context remained constant f o r a l l the women 

concerned, the women i n t e r v i e w e d i n depth provided a com

pa r i s o n of changing c i r c u m s t a n c e s and a t t i t u d e s over time f o r 

women of working c l a s s o r i g i n s , w h i l s t the q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

schedule provided a wider range of i n f o r m a t i o n from w i t h i n 

the same community. 

The town i t s e l f w i l l be d i s c u s s e d i n more d e t a i l i n the next 

chapter. 
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CHAPTER THREE : NOTES 

1. See Haraven (1978), pp. 7-8, and E l d e r i n Haraven 

(1978), p. 27 for a f u l l e r d i s c u s s i o n of co n t e x t . 

2. For i n s t a n c e , the f a c t of having many b r o t h e r s and 

s i s t e r s may be s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a t i n g a b e l i e f i n 

the importance of f i n a n c i a l s e c u r i t y , which may be 

i n f l u e n t i a l i n encouraging a person to spend many 

hours a t work. I n d i v i d u a l s * f e e l i n g s about t h e i r l i v e s 

a r e made manifest i n the t h i n g s they do, both at the 

l e v e l of m a t e r i a l circumstances (e.g. spending time 

gardening) and at the l e v e l of s t a t i s t i c a l f a c t s (e.g. 

having c h i l d r e n ) , w h i l s t t h e i r c i r c u m s t a n c e s may 

i n f l u e n c e t h e i r f e e l i n g s . The t h r e e l e v e l s are 

the r e f o r e seen as i n e x t r i c a b l y i n t e r t w i n e d , and i n t e r 

dependent . 

3. G l a s e r and S t r a u s b e l i e v e that f or ge n e r a t i n g theory 

no one ki n d of d a t a on a category nor any s i n g l e 

technique f or data c o l l e c t i o n i s n e c e s s a r i l y appro

p r i a t e . D i f f e r e n t kinds of d a t a g i v e the a n a l y s t 

d i f f e r e n t views or vantage p o i n t s from which to under

stand a category and develop i t s p r o p e r t i e s . G l a s e r 

and S t r a u s (1971), p. 183. 

4. Ackroyd and Hughes (1981), p. 17. 

5. See Denzin i n Ackroyd and Hughes (1981), p. 137. 

6. Anderson (1971), p. 6. 
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7. Anderson (1971), p* 2, 

8« An example of t h i s from the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y records 

i s t h a t of household composition where, from a break

down of households i t became e v i d e n t t h a t a h i g h 

percentage of women i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h were l i v i n g o u t s i d e 

of 'family* s i t u a t i o n s , yet the aggregate s t a t i s t i c s 

r e f l e c t only the concept of the s i z e of household, so 

that no other a s p e c t s a r e obvious or a v a i l a b l e f o r 

a n a l y s i s . 

9. For a f u l l e r d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s see Oakley and Oakley 
i n I r v i n e , M i l e s and Evans ( 1 9 7 9 ) . 

10. P o r t e l l i (1980), p. 103. 

11. Thompson (1979 ) . 

12. As Hindess p o i n t s out, t h e r e i s no c o r r e c t or unique 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of a s e t of s o c i a l s t a t i s t i c s which e x i s t s 

independently of i t s means of production, i . e . i t s s e t s 

of c a t e g o r i e s . The c a t e g o r i e s used, w i t h t h e i r c o r r e s 

ponding i n s t r u c t i o n s as to a l l o c a t i o n i n t o t h e s e 

c a t e g o r i e s , c o n s t i t u t e a theory, i . e . an instrument 

f o r the production of knowledge. Hindess (1973), Ch. 3. 

However c a r e f u l l y c o l l e c t e d the s t a t i s t i c s may be, t h i s 

does not remove the f a c t that t h e r e was a c o n c e p t u a l 

b a s i s behind t h e i r production. 

13. P a s s e r i n i (1979), p. 91. 
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14. Bott (1957) and E d g e l l (1980) both approached t h e i r 

a r e a s of r e s e a r c h i n a s i m i l a r way, choosing to study 

a few f a m i l i e s i n t e n s i v e l y r a t h e r than a more super

f i c i a l study of a l a r g e number of f a m i l i e s . 

15. Thompson (1979). See G i t t i n s i n Moss and G o l d s t e i n 

(1979), pp. 92-3, f o r f u r t h e r debate on t h i s s u b j e c t . 

16. Button (1983). For f u r t h e r c r i t i c a l d i s c u s s i o n of 

i n t e r v i e w m a t e r i a l see Ackroyd and Hughes (1981), Ch. 4. 

17. Oakley d i s c u s s e s the m e r i t s of the l a t t e r s t andpoint 

i n Roberts (1981), w h i l s t Gavron (1975), p. 157 and 

Bott (1957), pp. 20-21 advocate somewhat more detached 

s t a n c e s . 

18. Komarovsky noted a s i m i l a r r e t i c e n c e amongst the men 

she i n t e r v i e w e d , f i n d i n g t h a t husbands t a l k e d e a s i l y 

about j o b s , but when the i n t e r v i e w e r turned to the 

marriage r e l a t i o n s h i p many became uncomfortable. 

Komarovsky (1967), p. 14. G i t t i n s ' r e s e a r c h endorsed 

t h i s . G i t t i n s ( 1 9 8 3 ) . 

19. P o r t e l l i (1980), p. 38. 

20. T h i s , i n s p i t e of i t s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y nature, i s a 

common approach, and was used by Goldthorpe i n the 

Oxford m o b i l i t y s t u d i e s . 

21. See Ackroyd and Hughes (1981), Ch. 3. 

107 



22. For example the qu e s t i o n s *Do you have as much f r e e 

time as you would l i k e ? * and 'What would you do i f 

you had more f r e e time?* were approached q u i t e 

d i f f e r e n t l y by d i f f e r e n t women. Some women took 

t h e i r present s i t u a t i o n f o r granted and co n s i d e r e d 

the i s s u e from t h e i r l i v e s as they stood, f e e l i n g 

f o r example, that more f r e e time would be o f l i t t l e 

b e n e f i t when surrounded by young c h i l d r e n , w h i l s t 

o t h e r s took a d i f f e r e n t s tandpoint and imagined how 

l i f e might be changed. Answers such as ' I t would be 

n i c e to have more time so t h a t I could do t h i n g s j u s t 

when I f e l t l i k e i t , or when I thought o f them, r a t h e r 

than always knowing what I have to do next*, reduce 

most u n s a t i s f a c t o r i l y to an arnswer which i s comparable 

with any other. 

23. For i n s t a n c e , when asked how they spent t h e i r f r e e 

time some women proudly d e c l a r e d t h a t they 'did 

nothing*, or *Just s a t and looked out of the window*, 

and were pleased to do so, w h i l s t f o r o t h e r s t h i s was 

a sad admission of boredom and l o n e l i n e s s . The 

q u a n t i t a t i v e element of the survey method n e c e s s i t a t e s 

grouping such s i m i l a r a c t i o n s together. 

24. Graham d i s c u s s e s a f u r t h e r aspect of the i n d i v i d u a l i s a -

t i o n which surveys c r e a t e . There i s a tendency f o r 

qu e s t i o n n a i r e m a t e r i a l to i s o l a t e i n d i v i d u a l s from the 

s t r u c t u r e of t h e i r l i v e s and obscure t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 

thereby ig n o r i n g the v a r i o u s power and r e l a t i o n a l 
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dimensions of the s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e , Graham (1983) . 

Ackroyd and Hughes a l s o see t h i s as p r o b l e m a t i c , 

s t r e s s i n g t h a t the f a c t t h a t the survey method uses 

i n d i v i d u a l s as sampling u n i t s l e a d s to a p o s s i b l e d i s 

j u n c t i o n 'between the i n s t r u m e n t a l p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s of 

the survey and the more t h e o r e t i c a l conceptions of 

s o c i a l s c i e n c e * . Ackroyd and Hughes (1 9 8 1 ) , p. 63. 

25. S i m i l a r d i f f i c u l t y i n s e l e c t i n g unmarried respondents 

has been experienced by other r e s e a r c h e r s , whose work 

has normally i n v o l v e d them i n going to g r e a t lengths 

to contact the s i n g l e and/or s e l e c t i n g them from w i t h i n 

very p a r t i c u l a r s e c t i o n s of s o c i e t y . See f o r i n s t a n c e 

the work of _ R a l l i n g s (1966)_f __Spreitzer and R i l e y (1974) 

and Baker (1968). 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

SETTING THE CONTEXT 

INTRODUCTION 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h i s a s m a l l town on the edge of Dartmoor i n 

between Exeter and Plymouth. The present town, probably of 

13th century o r i g i n s , i s s i t u a t e d about one mile north of the 

o r i g i n a l settlement of B u c k f a s t , which s t i l l e x i s t s as an 

a d j u n c t to the main town. The 11th century abbey which 

e x i s t e d i n Buckfast f o r only one century was r e b u i l t by a 

community of French B e n e d i c t i n e s during the 1880's, and now 

s u r v i v e s as an autonomous community and a t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n . 

The n e a r e s t towns a r e Ashburton ( t h r e e m i l e s away) and Totnes 

( s i x m i l e s away). 

Ashburton was an important stannary town i n the 14th century 

and the t i n trade continued i n a s m a l l way i n t o the 19th 

century. The town was a l s o important f o r i r o n mining and 

the c l o t h i n d u s t r y u n t i l the 19th century, when both the 

i n d u s t r y and population d e c l i n e d . The present population i s 

approximately three and a h a l f thousand. From e a r l y days 

Totnes was an important and wealthy c l o t h town, but during 

the 17-18th c e n t u r i e s Totnes f a i l e d to move i n t o the develop

ing serge i n d u s t r y and by the 1660*s the i n d u s t r i a l prominence 

of Totnes was almost over. N e v e r t h e l e s s Totnes remains as a 

f l o u r i s h i n g country market town, with a number of s m a l l 

l o c a l i n d u s t r i e s and a growing population, from j u s t over 

three thousand at the beginning of t h i s century to approxim-
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a t e l y s i x thousand now. 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h a t present has a population of almost three 

thousand, having shown remarkably l i t t l e change i n population 

s i z e during t h i s c e n t u r y . In 1851 the p o p u l a t i o n was 2,613, 

reaching 2,781 by 1901, dropping by 18% i n the 1920»s then 

r i s i n g again to i t s present l e v e l of 2,851 i n 1981^"^^. 

BUCKFASTLEIGH IN THE PAST : INDUSTRY AND EMPLOYMENT 

L i k e Ashburton and Totnes, B u c k f a s t l e i g h was an i n d u s t r i a l 

town. H i s t o r i c a l l y the main i n d u s t r y was woollen manufacture, 

though ther e was a l s o t i n and copper mining i n the neighbour

hood, lime and limestone q u a r r i e s , and l a t e r a paper m i l l , 

an i r o n foundry, a fellmongery and two t a n n e r i e s . 

The a r e a around B u c k f a s t l e i g h was d i f f e r e n t from the main 

weaving a r e a i n Devon. W h i l s t Devon had been one of the main 

c e n t r e s of the woollen i n d u s t r y from the 16th century, from 

the 1740's onwards competition from Norwich badly a f f e c t e d 

Devon's c l o t h trade w i t h Spain, Holland and Germany. By the 

1780's the expanding Y o r k s h i r e t r a d e , competition from cotton 

and the American War of Independence a l l combined v i r t u a l l y 

to f l a t t e n the serge i n d u s t r y i n many p a r t s of Devon. The 

a r e a around the Dart V a l l e y was one of the few r e g i o n s to 

s u r v i v e , l a r g e l y due to i t s c l o s e proximity to Dartmoor and 

the ready s u p p l i e s of l o c a l wool. I n 1838, of t h r e e thousand 

looms weaving serge i n devon, 'Some 700 looms were at 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h , another 600 i n and around Ashburton, and 250 
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a t Totnes. A h a l f of the s u r v i v i n g i n d u s t r y thus l a y i n 
the middle of the Dart V a l l e y ' ^ ^. 

As the 19th century progressed the t h i r t y - n i n e woollen m i l l s 

which had e x i s t e d i n Devon i n 1838 d e c l i n e d and many c l o s e d 

down. As they d i d so many of the i n l a n d towns decayed. 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h , however, remained as a r e l a t i v e l y s u c c e s s f u l 

town throughout the 19th century, due p a r t l y to i t s a c c e s s to 

wool, and a l s o because of the support given to the l o c a l m i l l s 

by a wealthy f a m i l y i n the town. I n 1806 Joseph Hamlyn, a 

farmer from Brent, had bought two p r o p e r t i e s - a tannery a t 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h and the s i t e of the o l d abbey i n B u c k f a s t . 

With h i s t h r e e sons Hsanlyn i n i t i a l l y used the tainnery f o r 

fellmongcring, but l a t e r begsin wool-combing t h e r e , w h i l s t a 

house and a woollen m i l l were b u i l t at B u c k f a s t . I n 1842 

they rented f u r t h e r premises i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , then i n 1846 

bought the former stamping m i l l , p r e v i o u s l y used f or or e s 

from the surrounding mines, and there they i n s t a l l e d t h e i r 

f i r s t wool-combing machine. T h i s was the beginning of the 

mechanisation of wool-combing i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h and from then 

on t h i s work became i n c r e a s i n g l y o r i e n t a t e d around the m i l l s 

as the other master combers (of whom there had been eighteen 

employing about 300 people i n 1850) were g r a d u a l l y f o r c e d 

out of the busines s as Hamlyn bought up t h e i r workers. 

I n 1890 there were s t i l l four woollen m i l l s a t work i n the 

town, the Hamlyn's being the most s u c c e s s f u l . The Hamlyns 

continued to run the b u s i n e s s u n t i l i t was bought by the 

Co-operative Wholesale S o c i e t y i n 1920. As such i t v/as one 
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of the few m i l l s to s u r v i v e i n t o t h i s century and was 

ope r a t i v e u n t i l the e a r l y 1970's. 

Other work i n the town during the l a s t century c e n t r e d on 

the fellmongery (which i s s t i l l a c t i v e now), the paper m i l l 

(which ceased to operate as such i n 1940), and mining and 

qu a r r y i n g . Farming was the ot h e r main a l t e r n a t i v e for men, 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h being surrounded by good a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d . 

I n 1851 18% of working men were employed on the l a n d , and 

i n 1871 26%. Pa r t of the i n c r e a s e i n a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o u r e r s 

r e f l e c t s the move from hand-combing to machine-combing of 

wool, a s mechanisation ousted the men from t h e i r jobs and 

they moved to other forms of employment. 

As a r e s u l t of the mechanisation of the woollen i n d u s t r y 

there were i n c r e a s i n g numbers of jobs a v a i l a b l e f o r women, 

c h i e f l y as weavers and w o o l - s o r t e r s . The numbers of women 

recorded as being engaged i n p a i d labour i n c r e a s e d from 

380 i n 1851 to 481 i n 1871, i n both y e a r s 44% of these being 

employed i n the woollen i n d u s t r y . The other main forms of 

employment f o r women were s k i l l e d (but poorly p a i d work) 

such as dressmaking or m i l l i n e r y , p o s i t i o n s as servauits, 

domestic workers, l a b o u r e r s , or shopkeepers. The m i l l s con

tinued to keep the town busy, so th a t i n 1890 the r a i l w a y 

t r a f f i c from the r e c e n t l y b u i l t B u c k f a s t l e i g h s t a t i o n (the 

l i n e was b u i l t i n the 1870*s) was t h i r d o nly to t h a t from 

E x e t e r , Plymouth and Tor r e . Those towns which the r a i l w a y 

bypassed were often a f f e c t e d badly, e x p e r i e n c i n g d i m i n i s h i n g 
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trade and d e c l i n i n g population. Ashburton was one of the 
towns to s u f f e r t h i s f a t e . 

At the beginning of t h i s century then, the woollen m i l l s were 

s t i l l the most i n f l u e n t i a l f a c t o r i n the town. I n 1902 the 

Hajnlyn b r o t h e r s s t i l l had two m i l l s , employing about f i v e 

hundred people, Berry & Sons employed a f u r t h e r f o u r hundred 

i n t h e i r m i l l , w h i l s t a four t h wool-combing f a c t o r y was owned 

by Churchwards. The i n d u s t r y was supported by the c o n t r a c t s 

i t held with the Navy, supplyi n g serge and b l a n k e t s . One of 

the men i n t e r v i e w e d spoke of the importance of the m i l l s , and 
of the Hamlyns, i n the f i r s t decades of t h i s c e n t u r y . 

You see B u c k f a s t l e i g h was q u i t e - q u i t e 
d i f f e r e n t from normal r u r a l p l a c e s i n Devon 
in a way, because i t was so i n d u s t r i a l i s e d : 
there were three or four f a c t o r i e s here. 

So how do vou thin k that made i t d i f f e r e n t ? 

Well i t was a d i f f e r e n t s o r t of community. 
Now I agree that the employers were p r e t t y 
tough r e a l l y - and they were i n that generation 
weren't they - the V i c t o r i a n s you see - but on 
the other hand, we had here, which they gave, 
or f i x e d up, f a c i l i t i e s which they d i d n ' t have 
i n much bigger p l a c e s . For i n s t a n c e , the park 
up there next to the c a r park; the swimming 
baths ... The Town H a l l - I mean the Town H a l l 
i s probably the best one i n the Teignbridge 
a r e a , and the p l a y i n g f i e l d s - they c a l l t h a t 
Hamlyn's f i e l d s - they f i x e d that up when they 
r e t i r e d and s o l d out i n 1920, and then the 
r e c r e a t i o n ground and the Yi-ICA ... But as I say, 
Buckf a s t l e i g h ivas, I t h i n k myself, i n many ways 
ahead of the d i s t r i c t because i t was such an 
i n d u s t r i a l place s e t amongst a r u r a l a r e a . 

By the 1920's the m i l l s s t i l l dominated the employment s i t u a 

t i o n f o r women. The 1921 Census shows that although t e x t i l e 

workers were not important n u m e r i c a l l y i n the county as a 

114 



whole, the r a t e being nineteen t e x t i l e workers f o r every 

thousand occupied females i n Devon aged 12 and over, i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h t h e r e were 226 t e x t i l e workers, g i v i n g a r a t e 

of 568 per thousand^ "̂ .̂ O p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r other t y p i c a l 

forms of 'women's work' were scaurce. W h i l s t the r a t e f o r 

women working i n commerciaJL and f i n a n c i a l occupations was 

122 per thousand f o r the county i n 1921, B u c k f a s t l e i g h had 

a r a t e of 70 per thousand, the second lowest recorded r a t e 

f o r Devon Urban D i s t r i c t s . O p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r domestic 

s e r v i c e were a l s o comparatively s c a r c e . As the 1921 Census 

s a y s , 'A knowledge of the pr o p o r t i o n of (indoor and domestic 

s e r v a n t s ) i n a community i s often of s e r v i c e as an i n d i c a t i o n 
'(4) 

of g e n e r a l s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s ^ Whereas the average r a t e 

of domestic s e r v a n t s f o r the county as a whole was 54 s e r v a n t s 

per thousand people, and 59 per thousand f or Devon Urban 

D i s t r i c t s , the r a t e f o r B u c k f a s t l e i g h was 30 per thousand, 

the lowest mentioned. 

The Census g i v e s a p i c t u r e of B u c k f a s t l e i g h which c o i n c i d e s 

with that d e s c r i b e d by respondents who were young at the time. 

As Miss H. (who was born i n 1905) s a i d : 
The m i l l more or l e s s saved the people of 
Buckfast because they earned t h e i r l i v i n g 
t h e r e . I t was ve r y poor, of cou r s e we 
were a l l very, very poor, but, as I say, 
most of them worked i n the m i l l and l i v e d 
i n t h e i r c o t t a g e s . 

Men and women both worked i n the m i l l and some women continued 

to work a f t e r marriage. The m a j o r i t y of the women worked as 

weavers or wo o l - s o r t e r s with a male foreman i n charge of them. 
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Whereas i n Y o r k s h i r e w o o l - s o r t i n g was seen as a man's job, 

women were favoured f o r t h i s i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h . C o n v e r s e l y 

however, there were few women woolcombers i n Devon, and 

few i n v o l v e d i n spin n i n g - these were jobs c h i e f l y done by 

men. Another option f o r women was work i n the ' i n v i s i b l e ' 

mending department. T h i s was a favoured, w e l l p a i d job, and 

l i k e a l l the o t h e r s , r e l i e d on f a m i l y c o n t a c t s . Many of the 

women have emphasised the importance of having members of 

t h e i r f a m i l y a l r e a d y i n a p a r t i c u l a x department of the m i l l , 

both to f i n d openings f o r new workers, and to i n s t r u c t them. 

I n a t i g h t l y k n i t community f a m i l y r e p u t a t i o n s were widely 

known and i n f l u e n t i a l . Mrs. J . i l l u s t r a t e d t h i s : 

What d i d most of your f r i e n d s do when they l e f t s c h o o l ? 

Well I think, ' t i s n e a r l y a l l m i l l workers. 

Yes? Were they a l l menders? 

Oh no, no. You had a job to get i n there 
r e a l l y . 

IVhy do you thin k you got i n t h e r e ? 

V N ^ e l l I think me s i s t e r must have put i n a word 
for me. 

Yes? How do you th i n k she got t h e r e ? 

Oh, I don't know - I mean, we were s o r t of 
respected here a l o t i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h . 

Choice of work was t h e r e f o r e l i m i t e d not only i n the sense 

that the m i l l s were the most l i k e l y o p t i o n f o r women, oppor

t u n i t i e s were f u r t h e r r e s t r i c t e d by the a v a i l a b i l i t y of 

experienced workers who would be v / i l l i n g to teach newcomers, 

as Mrs. S. (born i n 1903) d e s c r i b e d : 
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Would there be c e r t a i n jobs ( i n the m i l l s ) 
that people would've p r e f e r r e d to do r a t h e r 
than o t h e r s ? 

No, 'twasn't what they wanted to do at that 
time, i t was what you 'ad to do. I mean to 
say, w e l l you'd go warping - i f you p r e f e r r e d 
blanket weaving, i f you had anybody to l e a r n 
you w e l l you'd go bl a n k e t weaving. 
So who did teach you? 

Well, oh my s i s t e r I v y , her was working a t 
th a t time and her l e a r n ' t me. 

IVhere would she do th a t - a t work she'd teach you? 
Yes, she 'ad to teach me i n the shop. 

So i n f a c t w h i l e she was tea c h i n g you she wasn't 
earning, was she? 

O w e l l yeah, her had t o e a r n her l i v i n g you know. 
You'd be w i t h her a l l the time you se e . You'd 
l o s e a b i t on the l e a r n e r , you'd bound to, 
because you had to be s e e i n g t o j v h a t they had 

- to" cio;^ ~ 

Given widespread poverty, the money which the women earned i n 

the m i l l was c r u c i a l l y important and the m a j o r i t y of the 

women r e c a l l t h e i r wages i n d e t a i l . E a r n i n g s improved 

somewhat j u s t before 1920 when some of the m i l l workers 

j o i n e d the T e x t i l e Workers Union and fought, s u c c e s s f u l l y , 

to be paid on a p i e c e work b a s i s ^ ^ ^ . 

Apart from work i n the m i l l the m a j o r i t y of women saw t h e i r 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s as being l i m i t e d to domestic s e r v i c e or shop 
work. As Miss C. (born i n 1912) s a i d : 
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'course i f you had a b i t of ed u c a t i o n , I 
suppose you stood a b e t t e r chance a t d i f f e r e n t 
jobs then, but I mean as f o r j u s t o r d i n a r y 
people, there was j u s t the c h o i c e , you e i t h e r 
worked i n the f a c t o r y or i n s e r v i c e . Well 
there wern't much s e r v i c e axound here, and, 
l i k e I say, shop jobs ••• Well the r e wern't 
no more than a dozen good shops to work i n 
l i k e , y'know there wern't no choice here. 

Domestic s e r v i c e was a v a r i a b l e occupation. As Mrs. M. 
(born i n 1902) s a i d : 

... i f you didn ' t go i n the m i l l you went i n 
s e r v i c e . My mother never wanted me to be i n 
s e r v i c e , 'cos she was a f r a i d they wouldn't 
give me enough to e a t . See, some houses 
weren't good i n that way. F u l l e r f o r d was 
good for t h a t , they always had p l e n t y of good 
food. 

What s o r t of g i r l s would go i n t o houses l i k e 
F u l l e r f o r d ? 

'Course they know you a l l the y e a r s , you couldn't 
go wrong. They knew the parents that you was 
brought up from ... 

Again then f or domestic s e r v i c e , f a m i l y c o n n e c t i o n s were 
important• 

CLASS DISTINCTIONS 

The o p p o r t u n i t i e s f or middle c l a s s women were q u i t e d i f f e r e n t 

One middle c l a s s man spoke of what h i s s i s t e r s d i d : 

Did they each take a job a f t e r l e a v i n g s c h o o l ? 

Yes, y e s, c l e r i c a l , banking or t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . 
L o c a l l y ? 

No, one went to London - D o l l y d i d ; what about 
Betty - Betty went away, down Torquay, i n the 
Bank. Well, that was a l l t h e r e was f o r g i r l s 
i n those days, or n u r s i n g . Well, May d i d some 
nursing. 
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For both s o c i a l c l a s s e s there seem t o have been l i t t l e con

c e p t i o n of what l i f e was l i k e f o r the other. T h i s s p l i t 

s t a r t e d with s c h o o l i n g . Middle c l a s s c h i l d r e n were sometimes 

taught a t home, but normally l a t e r went to Totnes High School 

f o r G i r l s or Totnes Grammar School f o r Boys, as boarders, or 

to a p r i v a t e school f o r g i r l s i n Totnes. As Mr. O (who had 

a middle c l a s s upbringing) s a i d of education f o r g i r l s i n 

the 1920's: 

... Miss Pym's school a t Totnes, and then the 
others went to the Totnes High School. They 
a l l went that way, you know. 

For working c l a s s c h i l d r e n t h e r e were t h e o r e t i c a l l y three 

o p t i o n s : the C a t h o l i c school run by the nuns at Bu c k f a s t ; 

t h e - B u c k f a s t l e i g h C o u n c i l - s c h o o l ; _ w i t h _the t h i r d p o s s i b i l i t y 

of p a s s i n g the eleven p l u s and going on to the Grammar School. 

The l a t t e r , however, was not a p r a c t i c a b l e p o s s i b i l i t y f o r 

many c h i l d r e n ? the m a j o r i t y of p a r e n t s were anxious to 

r e c e i v e t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s incoming e a r n i n g s , b e s i d e s which 

f u r t h e r education was not h i g h l y v a l u e d by most. The s t a t u t o r y 

minimum l e a v i n g age was t h i r t e e n , r i s i n g to f o u r t e e n i n 1926. 

The two s o c i a l c l a s s e s t h e r e f o r e l i v e d s e p a r a t e l i v e s . 

Amongst the working c l a s s people a f e e l i n g of u n i t y a p p a r e n t l y 

e x i s t e d . W h i l s t some f a m i l i e s were regarded w i t h p a r t i c u l a r 

r e s p e c t there i s no evidence of any who were o u t c a s t or who 

s u f f e r e d p a r t i c u l a r d i s a p p r o b a t i o n . S o l i d a r i t y was based on 

common roots and shared, known background. Mrs. M's comments 

were t y p i c a l : 
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Were there people who your mother thought weren't 
p a r t i c u l a r l y good s o r t s of people? 

No, they was a l l a l r i g h t that way i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , 
see, t h a t ' s i f they were B u c k f a s t l e i g h people. 
I f anybody came, s t r a n g e r s , 'course you d i d n ' t know 
much o' them, but there weren't many s t r a n g e r s 
here i n those days. 

There was a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n between the 'us' of the working 

c l a s s e s , and the 'them' of 'the gentry' or the 'people i n the 

big houses'. These people were sometimes r e f e r r e d to with 

h o s t i l i t y , and sometimes w i t h r e s p e c t . The h o s t i l i t y was 

normally expressed when r e f e r r i n g to the Hamlyns, f o r 

i n s t a n c e Mr. D,: 

Oh w e l l , they c o n s i d e r e d themselves a c l a s s above 
you, you know. They used to r i d e about i n t h e i r 
c a r r i a g e s ..• 

More o f t e n the awareness of c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e was expressed 

i n terms of awe f o r the way i n which the 'upper c l a s s e s ' 

l i v e d , w i t h frequent mention of t h e i r s e r v a n t s , c a r s , food, 

and p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e i r homes. T h i s ' i n s i d e ' i n formation was 

known from women whose mothers, or they themselves, worked 

as c l e a n e r s or domestic s e r v a n t s for the w e a l t h y . For 
i n s t a n c e Miss L . : 

... th e r e ' s a lane down t h e r e , and t h e r e was a 
l o t of what we c a l l e d l a d i e s . Well, not l a d i e s , 
j u s t people t h a t had b e t t e r - oh money and a l l , 
l i k e t h a t . Mother used to, oh she was always 
asked to go over and do a l i t t l e work ther e you 
know. Mother used to love i t , I knoiv she d i d , 
because they had l o v e l y t h i n g s you know, thi n g s 
you wouldn't see u n l e s s you went i n the people's 
houses, you know, good s t u f f ... 
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HOUSING 

Housing was one of the a r e a s which most c l e a x l y d e l i n e a t e d 

the r i c h from the poor. The m a j o r i t y of m i l l workers l i v e d 

i n t e r r a c e s of back-to-back m i l l c o t t a g e s , w h i l s t a g r i c u l 

t u r a l workers tended to make frequent moves. As Mr. J . 

s a i d of the beginning of t h i s c e n t u r y : 

. • • my mother and f a t h e r were l i k e a l o t of 
people as I say, they were f o r ever on the 
move, you know. They'd le a v e one farm for 
the sake of one s h i l l i n g or l/6d a week - or 
a b i t b e t t e r c o t t a g e , you know. 

For those with l a r g e f a m i l i e s housing was i n e v i t a b l y cramped. 

Many r e c a l l s l e e p i n g t h r e e to a bed and s h a r i n g a bedroom 

between s i x brothers and s i s t e r s . Gas l i g h t was a luxury 

and bathrooms almost unheaird o f . 

RESTRICTIONS 

A l l of the working c l a s s respondents r e c a l l poverty during 

t h e i r childhood; the emphasis placed on food i n t h e i r memories 

of the past i s i n d i c a t i v e of t h i s poverty. Food always 

played an important p a r t i n the assessment of a p o s i t i o n as 

a domestic s e r v a n t . At home food was b a s i c ; almost a l l the 

f a j n i l i e s had a l l o t m e n t s and many kept p i g s and hens. S e v e r a l 

people r e c a l l how good the home-cooked meat ajid v e g e t a b l e s 

were, but others remember monotony and * making do*. 

Poverty a l s o a f f e c t e d the l i v e s of the working c l a s s people 

i n the way i n which i t r e s t r i c t e d t h e i r movements out of the 

v i l l a g e . On a grand s c a l e i t meant t h a t , u n l i k e the p o s i t i o n 
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f o r many of the middle c l a s s e s ( a s exampled by Mr. O's 

s i s t e r s who worked i n London and Torquay) the h o r i z o n s of 

working c l a s s people tended not to extend beyond the bounds 

of the nearby towns, and o f t e n not beyond B u c k f a s t l e i g h 

i t s e l f . T h i s s e v e r e l y r e s t r i c t e d t h e i r n otions of what i t 

was f e a s i b l e to expect of l i f e i n terms of work, housing and 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n g e n e r a l . 

LEISURE 

On a day-to-day b a s i s the l i v e s of working c l a s s pjeople were 

e q u a l l y confined to B u c k f a s t l e i g h . Totnes and Ashburton 

were g e n e r a l l y reached on foot , w h i l s t o u t i n g s f u r t h e r a f i e l d 

to Plymouth or Teignmouth were r a r e and expensive journeys 

t r a v e l l e d by t r a i n . L e i s u r e was t h e r e f o r e almost e n t i r e l y 

r e s t r i c t e d to what the v i l l a g e could provide, u n l e s s a walk 

to Totnes could be contemplated. 

Obviously there was not much money to be spent on e n t e r t a i n 

ments and many evenings were spent at home. Wives were o f t e n 

kept busy a l l evening with the constant r e p a i r s n e c e s s a r y on 

the f a n i l y * s c l o t h e s . Many people remember c a r d gajnes and 

reading as occupying most evenings, w h i l s t the men often 

worked on t h e i r a l l o t m e n t s , or went r a b b i t i n g . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

many men seem to have spent a l o t of time i n the l o c a l pubs, 

although wives r a r e l y entered them. A l l age groups, but the 

young i n p a r t i c u l a r , spent much time walking around the 

v i l l a g e or on the moors. Young couples spent much of t h e i r 

c o u r t i n g days i n t h i s way, but married couples and f a m i l i e s 
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would a l s o go out walking on the moors a t weekends. 

There was a cinema i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h and o c c a s i o n a l l y t h e r e 

would be v i l l a g e dances sind l o c a l f e t e s . F a m i l i e s would 

of t e n make outings to v i s i t l o c a l r e l a t i v e s . 

The Church and Chapels ( C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t and Methodist) 

played an important p a r t i n many people's l i v e s . Sundays 

were s p e c i a l days, c h i e f l y occupied by Church-going: even 

i f the parents were not Church-goers the c h i l d r e n would 

normally be sent to Sunday School and Church and would not 

be allowed to p l a y i n the s t r e e t s on t h a t day. The Church 

penetrated many people's l i v e s i n other ways through a t t e n 

dance a t B i b l e c l a s s e s , the Band of Hope, Mothers' Union 

and Church c o n c e r t s . The annual Sunday School outing to 

Teignmouth by t r a i n was one of the main o c c a s i o n s of the year, 

when the t h r e e Sunday Schools j o i n e d together, along w i t h 

parents and f r i e n d s f o r what was f o r many people the main 

opportunity to get out of the town. 

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY 

The Co-operative S o c i e t y a l s o f e a t u r e d l a r g e l y i n the l i v e s 

of many working c l a s s people, p r o v i d i n g work, s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s , 

a means of s a v i n g money and, i n times of f i n a n c i a l s t r e s s , 

h e l p . The Co-operative R e t a i l S o c i e t y i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h had 

grown r a p i d l y from i t s s m a l l beginning i n 1869, when i t began 

with a rented s t o r e which opened only two evenings a week, to 

i t s p o s i t i o n a t the t u r n of the 19th c e n t u r y when i t had i t s 

own l a r g e shop, a bakery, s l a u g h t e r house and butchery, a 
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c o a l b u s i n e s s and a penny bank. By then the S o c i e t y 

a l r e a d y owned s e v e r a l p r o p e r t i e s and some fcirming land. 

During the f i r s t two decades of the 20th c e n t u r y i t continued 

to expand by spreading i t s d e l i v e r i e s to many of the v i l l a g e s 

i n the a r e a and a c q u i r i n g i t s own d a i r y and m i l k b u s i n e s s , 

piggery and fairm. Various schemes were operated for members, 

i n c l u d i n g the C o l l e c t i v e L i f e Assurance p r o v i d i n g l i f e i n s u r 

ance, the Co-operative Convalescent A s s o c i a t i o n f o r those i n 

i l l - h e a l t h who were unable to a f f o r d to go away to a home 

or to f r i e n d s , a l i b r a r y and c h i l d r e n ' s e d u c a t i o n a l c l a s s e s . 

The S o c i e t y was managed by s e v e r a l committees, each of which 

met f r e q u e n t l y but women were never i n v o l v e d i n aj^y of these 

i n Buckf a s t l e i g h . Nor d i d they ever have t h e i r own * Women's 

Gu i l d * u n l i k e the s i t u a t i o n i n many other a r e a s where 

Co-operative Women's G u i l d s were v e r y s t r o n g . 

In 1920 the Co-operative Wholesale S o c i e t y bought the woollen 

m i l l and the fellmongery from the Hamlyn b r o t h e r s . They 

continued the same work, c a x r y i n g out c o n t r a c t s f o r the Navy, 

but improved c o n d i t i o n s f o r the workers. Union membership 

was compulsory for a l l CWS employees and t h i s helped boost 

wages. 

During the mid years of t h i s c e n t u r y i n t e r e s t i n the CRS 

d e c l i n e d and by the 1950's s e v e r a l of the b u s i n e s s e s had been 

s o l d , l e a v i n g only the grocery b u s i n e s s , butchery, bakery, 

c o a l round and milk d e l i v e r y . Even then the CRS was employing 
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approximately e i g h t y people, of whom about h a l f were women 

- some i n the o f f i c e s but most i n the shops. G r a d u a l l y the 

bu s i n e s s e s have c l o s e d down f u r t h e r , l e a v i n g o n l y the Co-op 

shop c u r r e n t l y i n o p e r a t i o n , which i s now owned by the 

Plymouth and South Devon Co-operative S o c i e t y . The CWS 

continued to run the woollen m i l l u n t i l i t c l o s e d i n the 

e a r l y 1970*s, when i t was one of the l a s t remaining woollen 

m i l l s i n Devon. 

THE CURRENT SITUATION : INDUSTRY AND EMPLOYMENT 

The CWS tannery remains a c t i v e . During the 1960»s the 

Buckfast woollen f a c t o r y was taken over by the Axminster 

Carpet Company, and t h i s c o n t i n u e s to operate. The former 

paper m i l l i s c u r r e n t l y used a s a f i s h p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t and 

pot t e r y , employing mostly women, though normally on a p^airt-

time b a s i s due to l i m i t e d demand. During the 1960's ITT s e t 

up a f a c t o r y i n the old i r o n foundry i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , 

manufacturing e l e c t r i c a l components. T h i s employed a p p r o x i 

mately f o r t y women on a s h i f t system u n t i l i t c l o s e d down i n 

1981. One of the limestone q u a r r i e s has been exhausted but 

the other i s s t i l l i n o p e r a t i o n , employing about t h i r t y men. 

Recent i n d u s t r i a l developments i n the town have i n c l u d e d the 

s e t t i n g up of a p l a t i n g works i n Buckfast over the l a s t 

f i f t e e n y e a r s , which employs about t h i r t y men and women, and 

the l a t e r conversion of the former B e r r y ' s woollen m i l l i n t o 

s e v e r a l i n d u s t r i a l u n i t s , i n c l u d i n g two e n g i n e e r i n g works, a 

s o f t cheese p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t aind a wheel and hand-barrow 

125 



b u s i n e s s . 

There i s l i t t l e c l e r i c a l work i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h . Although 

the r e are s e v e r a l l o c a l branches of n a t i o n a l bcoiks, these 

g e n e r a l l y b r i n g employees w i t h them, and tend not to r e c r u i t 

from w i t h i n the town. The f i f t e e n or so shops provide l i t t l e 

work, though the c a f e s and r e s t a u r a n t s do pro v i d e some female 

employment, as do the o l d people's homes, which employ women 

as c l e a n e r s . During the sumner months some s e a s o n a l work 

i s provided by the c a f e s and r e s t a u r a n t s on nearby Dartmoor, 

a l l of which c o l l e c t and d e l i v e r t h e i r employees. 

The m a j o r i t y of the population do not t r a v e l o u t s i d e of 

Buckf a s t l e i g h to work. Those who do work mostly on the 

i n d u s t r i a l e s t a t e i n Bovey Tracey (about ten m i l e s away and 

not a c c e s s i b l e by bus) or i n Newton Abbott ( a l s o about ten 

miles away), but for most of those without c a r s the bus f a r e 

to Newton Abbott i s too expensive to make work t h e r e f e a s i b l e 

Most people, t h e r e f o r e , look f o r work w i t h i n the town and the 

s i t u a t i o n with regard to employment - though l e s s favourable 

than that i n Totnes - i s not as bad as t h a t i n Ashburton. 

I n c r e a s i n g numbers of women are looking f o r p a r t — t i m e work: 

the 1981 Small Area S t a t i s t i c s f o r B u c k f a s t l e i g h i n d i c a t e 

that 33.6% of a l l women aged s i x t e e n and over were working, 

19.8% working f u l l - t i m e and 2.5% r e g i s t e r e d unemployed. Of 

women aged s i x t e e n and under s i x t y , 54.9%, were economically 

a c t i v e , and 30.8% working f u l l - t i m e . Of men aged s i x t e e n and 

over, 59.6% were working and 6.2% seeking work. 16.1% of 
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the t o t a l workforce were self-employed 

TRANSPORT 

P u b l i c t r a n s p o r t from B u c k f a s t l e i g h i s l i m i t e d . There i s no 

longer a r a i l w a y s t a t i o n i n the town, the n e a r e s t s t a t i o n 

being Totnes. Bus s e r v i c e s run to Newton Abbott (e i g h t buses 

d a i l y ) , Plymouth ( f i v e d a i l y ) and Torquay (four d a i l y ) , but 

the s e r v i c e s a r e expensive and r e s t r i c t i v e . The m a j o r i t y of 

households i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h now have c a r s : i n 1981 only 30% 

of the population were l i v i n g i n households which d i d not 

have the use of a c a r (34.8^5 of households) ajid many of the 

women t r a v e l o u t s i d e of the town r e g u l a r l y f o r shopping. 

LEISURE 

Many people, the young i n p a r t i c u l a r , f i n d l o c a l entertainment 

f a c i l i t i e s l i m i t i n g . There are seven p u b l i c houses and two 

r e s t a u r a n t s i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , but those w i t h t r a n s p o r t , or 

acce s s to t r a n s p o r t often t r a v e l t o pubs, r e s t a u r a n t s or 

nig h t c l u b s i n the nearby towns and v i l l a g e s , or l e s s f r e 

quently to Torquay or Plymouth. As Miss B. (born i n 1959) 

s a i d : 

... we u s u a l l y go down to the pub, and then 
meet f r i e n d s down th e r e , and go o f f d i f f e r e n t 
p l a c e s . 

But you don't d r i v e 

No, no, but u s u a l l y one of them d r i v e s . I 
mean Li n d a ' s got a c a r , ajid t h e r e ' s Sairah and 
Marie, they've got c a r s . And we have a d a r t s 
teajn you see, and we used to meet up on a 
Fr i d a y night aind we'd go o f f . 
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There i s , however, c o n s i d e r a b l e o r g a n i s e d a c t i v i t y i v i t h i n 

the town f o r those who wish to be i n v o l v e d . The Church and 

Methodist Chapel a r e w e l l supported and hold a number of 

e x t r a a c t i v i t i e s such a s B i b l e c l a s s e s , fund r a i s i n g events 

and c o n c e r t s . The Church i s a l s o a f f i l i a t e d w i t h s e v e r a l 

other o r g a n i s a t i o n s which are attended by i n d i v i d u a l s who 

ar e not n e c e s s a r i l y i n v o l v e d with the Church i t s e l f : 

a c t i v i t i e s such as the Women's C i r c l e and the 'Wigram 

Community A s s o c i a t i o n ' which t r a n s p o r t s the e l d e r l y from a l l 

p a r t s of the town i n t o the c e n t r e once a week, e n a b l i n g them 

to spend time shopping and l a t e r to meet i n the Church f o r 

c o f f e e . The m a j o r i t y of the orga n i s e d a c t i v i t i e s c e n t r e 

around c h i l d r e n ( f o r instaince the playgroup. Brownies, S c o u t s , 

m a j b r e t t e s ^ f o b t b a l l ^ c l u b ^ y o u t h ~ c l u b ) ; womeri" (Women' s 

C i r c l e , Women's I n s t i t u t e , Mothers' Union); and the e l d e r l y 

(Over S i x t i e s , S t i t c h and C h a t t e r , B r i t i s h L egion and the 

Wigram Community A s s o c i a t i o n ) . Some do c a t e r f o r a wider 

range of members such a s the Amateur Dramatic S o c i e t y , the 

P h i l a t e l i c S o c i e t y , the Tennis Club and Gingerbread. W h i l s t 

some of the a c t i v i t i e s a r e w e l l , supported, g e n e r a l l y the same 

s e c t i o n s of the community are a c t i v e i n s e v e r a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

and involvement does not appear to toe. wixlespread throughout 

the population. 

HOUSING 

The housing s i t u a t i o n has a l t e r e d d r a s t i c a l l y s i n c e the 

beginning of t h i s c e n t u r y . Three c o u n c i l e s t a t e s have been 
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b u i l t , p r o v i d i n g 34% of the household spaces i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h , w h i l s t only 1% of households a r e c u r r e n t l y 

provided by v i r t u e of people's employment. 50% of house

holds are owner-occupied and 19% r e n t e d . The average number 

of people per household i s now 2.5, compared w i t h 4.3 and 

4.1 i n 1901 and 1911 r e s p e c t i v e l y . I n 1981 people i n p r i v a t e 

households had 1,97 rooms per person compared w i t h 1.21 i n 

1921. Housing i s t h e r e f o r e much l e s s cramped, with the 

number of d w e l l i n g s r i s i n g from 611 i n 1921 (with a t o t a l 

of 2740 rooms) to 1239 i n 1981 (with 6055 rooms). 

During t h i s century the population of the town has become 

i n c r e a s i n g l y o l d e r . W h i l s t t h i s i s t r u e of B r i t a i n as a whole, 

the percentage of men and women aged over 65 i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 

high i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h . I n 1921 9.5% of the t o t a l population 

was aged 65 and over, r i s i n g to 11.6% then 15.9% i n 1931 and 

1951 r e s p e c t i v e l y , r e a c h i n g 22.8% i n 1981. Correspondingly 

the percentages of the population aged under 5, 15-24, and 

25-49 have dropped^ 

Many of the population a r e newcomers to the town, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

those on the r e c e n t l y b u i l t oivner-occupied e s t a t e which 

houses l a r g e l y r e t i r e d people and young f a m i l i e s . Many of 

the people on t h i s e s t a t e , which i s s l i g h t l y removed from the 

town, are keen to emphasise the f r i e n d l i n e s s and community 

s p i r i t which e x i s t s t h e r e . D i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s of B u c k f a s t l e i g h 

seem to f e e l a l l e g i a n c e to p a r t i c u l a r groups of people or 

ar e a s of the town, but many of the old e r people c l a i m that 
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the community s p i r i t which e x i s t e d formerly has been l o s t . 

As Miss C. s a i d , speaking of the 1920's: 

Well, l i k e I say, today the neighbours i s not 
l i k e they used to be, down where we used to 
l i v e you were a l l f r i e n d s . F i r s t you'd get 
the next door neighbour come 'Oh come on, I've 
come to see you, how are you today, a l l r i g h t ? ' 
and then you'd say yes, have a few words then 
she was gone, then next i t would be somebody 
e l s e - they were a l l f r i e n d s together but 
we were f r i e n d l y ; now i f anybody was i l l one 
would go and say 'Can I do t h i s f o r you, can 
I do that f o r you' but, I don't know, today 
they don't, 

CLASS DISTINCTIONS 

Miss C. did f e e l , however, th a t some of the c l a s s b a r r i e r s 

which e x i s t e d p r e v i o u s l y had broken down more r e c e n t l y . 

As she s a i d of l a s t yeau:'s Christmas p a r t y a t the Over 
S i x t i e s Club: 

.«• w e l l everybody t h e r e , a l l the - what we 
c a l l the l a d i e s , that l i v e i n the bungalows 
up the Grange Road - what l i v e i n a l l t h e s e 
b i g houses, they was a l l t h e r e , and they a l l 
j o i n e d i n . There was no s p e c i a l p l a c e s e t 
for you, they were a l l mixed. As they came i n 
you took your c h a i r , you took a c h a i r wherever 
one was empty you see, t h e r e was no sa y i n g 
'Oh so-and-so s i t s here, so-and-so s i t s t h e r e ' , 
you j u s t had to s i t b e s i d e whoever there was to s i t 
be s i d e , you s e e . 

And you don't t h i n k i t would have been l i k e t h a t 
before? 

Oh no. No, no, not b e f o r e , no. 

With the expanding of g e o g r a p h i c a l and s o c i a l boundaries and 

the improvement of m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a r e a s of a l l e g i a n c e 

a r e now l e s s c l e a r l y d e l i n e a t e d . IVhereas i n d i c a t o r s of s o c i a l 

c l a s s were appaxent and unambiguous i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h e a r l i e r 
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t h i s century, c u r r e n t s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s sure now more vague 

and seem l e s s w e l l understood. Young women l i v i n g i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h expressed c o n f u s i o n when asked what s o c i a l 

c l a s s they c o n s i d e r e d themselves to be, and used v a r y i n g 

means of a s s i g n i n g s o c i a l c l a s s , none of which seemed d e f i n i 

t i v e . One t h i r t y - t w o year o l d woman used education and 

occupation as i n d i c a t o r s of s o c i a l c l a s s : 

I f you t h i n k of y o u r s e l f what s o r t of s o c i a l c l a s s 
do you th i n k of y o u r s e l f as being? 

Mm - middle c l a s s . 

I s that what your paurents would t h i n k of themselves 
as being? 

No - my pa r e n t s would t h i n k of themselves a s 
working c l a s s - I thought of myself a s working 
c l a s s u n t i l I became a t e a c h e r . 

"SoT'vbir'thinkni"t~v7as~tH^ job~tHat~made~ the~"di1f f erend ? 

Yes, and, I suppose, going to u n i v e r s i t y . 

And what do you t h i n k your b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s 
would t h i n k of themselves as being? 

Mm - Robert's - a l l except the one who's the farmer, 
- I t h i n k he'd s t i l l c o n s i d e r h i m s e l f working c l a s s , 
but the o t h e r s would c o n s i d e r themselves middle 
c l a s s , I t h i n k . 

Another young woman e q u a l l y h e s i t a n t l y used o t h e r means of 

c l a s s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . When speaking of her mother she i m p l i e d 

t h a t a c e r t a i n l i f e - s t y l e and 'standards' were the hallma r k 

of middle c l a s s s t a t u s , but she a l s o seemed to i n c l u d e some 

degree of a s c r i b e d s t a t u s i n her concept of s o c i a l c l a s s . 

Do you thin k your mother sees h e r s e l f as being a 
c e r t a i n s o c i a l c l a s s ? 

Middle, y e s . 
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I s t hat what you'd s a y ? 

Well, Mum, Mum i s very good a t doing a n y t h i n g 
f o r anybody e l s e , and g e t t i n g i n v o l v e d w i t h 
the B r i t i s h Legion, and g e t t i n g i n v o l v e d w i t h 
the new v i c a r we've got here, and h i s B i b l e 
c l a s s and the l i f e b o a t ... 

When vou say middle c l a s s do you t h i n k t h a t ' s 
what makes other people see her as middle c l a s s , 
the s o r t s o f t h i n g s she does? 

Yes, I suppose so - but she doesn't push i t , 
you know, she doesn't get a l l s o r t of h o i t y -
t o i t y and ' I know i t a l l ' k i nd of t h i n g . She's 
very good with everybody - she doesn't t r y the 
c l a s s b i t , but she does have these c e r t a i n 
standsirds - and I'm af^raid her daughter's l e t 
her down. 

So would you see y o u r s e l f as being middle c l a s s ? 

I don't know - I've got s t a n d a r d s . Yes, Mary 
and I were t a l k i n g about i t the other day. A 
f r i e n d of hers c a l l e d her a snob, but Mary s a i d 
'I'm not' she s a i d , i t s j u s t the breeding I 
suppose - i t s i n s t i n c t - i t s i n you - you s t a y 
on that l i n e . 

CONCLUSION 

With u n c l e a r notions of c l a s s a l l e g i a n c e aind l e s s need to be 

g e o g r a p h i c a l l y t i e d to the town, the c l o s e d , t i g h t l y - k n i t 

c i r c l e s which e x i s t e d e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y are c l e a r l y d i s 

i n t e g r a t i n g , l e a v i n g a d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l c o n t e x t w i t h i n 

which the i n h a b i t a n t s l e a d t h e i r l i v e s . Normative p r e s s u r e s 

have r e l a t e d somewhat with the loosening of s o c i a l c i r c l e s 

and codes of conduct have become more d i v e r s e . These changes, 

along with the m a t e r i a l changes i n the town, need c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n when looking at the l i v e s of women i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h now 

and e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y . 
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The f o l l o w i n g t h r e e c h a p t e r s d i s c u s s the f i n d i n g s of the 

r e s e a r c h c a r r i e d out i n the town. 
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CHAPTER FOUR : NOTES 

1. Population s i z e of B u c k f a s t l e i g h (Census d a t a ) 

1851 2613 
1901 2781 
1911 2430 
1921 2264 
1931 2410 
1951 2592 
1961 2558 
1971 2655 
1981 2851 

2. Hoskins (1972), p. 130. 

3. 1921 Census, p. x x x i v . 

4. 1921 Census, p. x x x v i . 

5. Miss D. (born i n 1898) was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t h i s 

change, which she r e c a l l e d as f o l l o w s : 

... w e l l some of 'em used to b r i n g i n lunch -
you wouldn't eat no b r e a k f a s t h a r d l y - they'd 
b r i n g i n lunch, and then they'd s i t down -
amd we were day-ivork then - they'd have a f l a s k 
and sandwiches and a l l s o r t s . They'd s i t t h e r e 
f o r twenty minutes, n e a r l y h a l f an hour, w h i l e 
we was there working on ... ajid then the boss 
over the f a c t o r y , he come up one day and he saw 
two or t h r e e of them and he s a i d to the boss 
over me 'V\̂ y are they s i t t i n g down l i k e t h a t , 
why don't they have t h e i r b r e a k f a s t before they 
come?' he s a i d . ' I t ' s not f a i r on the o t h e r s 
what's working here' So a f t e r that we sad.d 
- w e l l - there was a union, so two of the g i r l s 
s a i d 'Why don't we go to the union about i t , 
see i f we can go p i e c e work. ' So we d i d - we 
had the union man down from Y o r k s h i r e , and my 
mother put him up f o r the n i g h t , and he s a i d 
' A l r i g h t ' he s a i d , ' I ' l l go and see the bosses 
tomorrow', he s a i d ' I ' l l see i f I can f i g h t 
your c a s e ' . And he d i d , he got p i e c e work. 
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6. The p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n a g e d u n d e r f i v e 

has dropp>ed f r o m 6.5% i n 1 9 2 1 .to 5 . 5 % i n 1 9 8 1 ; 

t h a t o f t h e age g r o u p 15-24 f r o m 1 6 . 7 % i n 1 9 2 1 t o 

12.1% i n 1 9 8 1 ; a n d f o r t h o s e a g e d 25-49 f r o m 37.3% 

i n 1 9 2 1 t o 2 9 . 3 % i n 1 9 8 1 . (Census f i g u r e s ) . 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH MARRIAGE AND NON-MARRIAGE 

INTRODUCTION 

The e x t e n t t o w h i c h women c o n s i d e r m a r r i a g e t o b€ i m p o r t a n t , 

t h e i r e x p e c t a t i o n s a s t o w h a t i t w i l l p r o v i d e a n d t h e i r l i k e 

l i h o o d o f m a r r y i n g o r n o t m a r r y i n g a r e a l l f a c t o r s w h i c h 

v a r y w i t h t i m e , c o n t e x t , a n d p > e r s o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s . T h i s 

c h a p t e r a i m s t o i n v e s t i g a t e some o f t h e f a c t o r s - a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h maurriage a n d n o n - m a r r i a g e d u r i n g t h e f i r s t a n d s e c o n d 

h a l v e s o f t h i s c e n t u r y , c o n s i d e r i n g f i r s t t h e c o n t e x t u a l 

i s s u e s w h i c h i n f l u e n c e d women o f w o r k i n g c l a s s o r i g i n s l i v i n g 

i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , a n d s e c o n d , t h e women's i n d i v i d u a l , 

p e r s o n a l ^ c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h - r e l a t e d - t o - t h e - l i k e l i h o o d - o f r~ 

t h e i r m a r r y i n g o r n o t m a r r y i n g . The p r e s e n t s c a r c i t y o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g s u c h f a c t o r s p e r p e t r a t e s t h e i d e o l o g y 

t h a t m a r r i a g e s a r e b a s e d e n t i r e l y o n r o m a n t i c l o v e a n d 

a t t r a c t i o n , a n d t h a t r e a s o n s f o r m a r r i a g e a r e m y s t e r i o u s a n d 

i n e x p l i c a b l e , 

GENERAL FACTORS : DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 

One o f t h e f e w m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s w h i c h m i g h t be g e n e r a l l y 

a c c e p t e d a s b e i n g i n f l u e n t i a l i n d e t e r m i n i n g women's p o s s i b i 

l i t i e s o f m a r r i a g e i s t h e s e x r a t i o o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . A 

s u r p l u s o f men o f m a r r i a g e a b l e a g e w o u l d a p p e a r t o i m p l y t h a t 

h i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n s o f women w i l l m a r r y t h a n w h e r e t h e r e i s a 

s u r p l u s o f women o f m a r r i a g e a b l e a g e. A n d e r s o n , a n a l y s i n g 

s e x r a t i o s f o r a number o f r e g i s t r a t i o n d i s t r i c t s f o r E n g l a n d 
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a n d Wales i n 1 8 6 1 f o u n d s t r i k i n g r e g i o n a l v a r i a t i o n s , and 

c l a i m e d t h a t r e s t r i c t e d m a r r i a g e o p p o r t u n i t i e s r e s u l t i n g 

f r o m sex i m b a l a n c e s i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n a p p e a r t o h a v e b e e n a 

v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t s o u r c e o f v a L r i a b i l i t y i n m a r r i a g e p a t t e r n s 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , w h i l s t s u c h d e m o g r a p h i c i n f o r m a t i o n may be o f 

h e l p i n i d e n t i f y i n g w i d e s p r e a d m a r r i a g e p o s s i b i l i t i e s a nd 

t r e n d s , p r o b l e m s a r i s e when i n t e r p r e t i n g d e m o g r a p h i c r a t i o s 

o v e r a s m a l l e r a r e a . D e f i n i t i o n s as t o t h e r e l e v a n t a r e a t o 

be i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n c o u n t v a r y w i t h t i m e a n d 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s . When s e x r a t i o s become u n f a v o u r a b l e f o r 

m a r r i a g e a s c a r c i t y o f s u i t a b l e m a r r i a g e p a r t n e r s may be 

ove r c o m e by w i d e n i n g t h e a r e a i n w h i c h p o t e n t i a l p a r t n e r s a r e 

s o u g h t , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t when s m a l l a r e a s a r e b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d 

s t a t i s t i c s i n d i c a t i n g s e x r a t i o s become p o t e n t i a l l y a r b i t r a r y 

a n d m e a n i n g l e s s , as b o r d e r - l i n e s b e t w e e n g e o g r a p h i c a l a r e a s 

c r e a t e d i v i s i o n s w h i c h i n r e a l l i f e may n o t e x i s t . 

L o o k i n g a t t h e women w i t h whom t h i s r e s e a r c h i s c o n c e r n e d , 

i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l a r e a o v e r w h i c h p r o s p e c 

t i v e h u s b a n d s a r e met has c h a n g e d c o n s i d e r a b l y t h r o u g h o u t t h i s 

c e n t u r y . Even i n t h e 1920's a n d 1 9 3 0 ' s , w h i l s t t h e m a j o r i t y 

o f w o r k i n g c l a s s women m a r r i e d men f r o m B u c k f a s t l e i g h , o t h e r s 

d i d m a r r y men f r o m s u r r o u n d i n g v i l l a g e s , a c c o r d i n g t o i n t e r v i e w 

e e s , n o r m a l l y f r o m w i t h i n a f i v e m i l e r a d i u s o f t h e t o w n . 

T h i s i m p l i e s t h a t d e m o g r a p h i c d a t a s h o w i n g s e x r a t i o s f o r 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h a l o n e a r e i n s u f f i c i e n t a nd t h a t t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 

a r e a s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d . The y o u n g e r g r o u p o f women, h o w e v e r , 

have m a r r i e d men f r o m a f a r w i d e r g e o g r a p h i c a l a j r e a , i n f a c t 
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f r o m a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y , i m p l y i n g t h a t a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t 

p o p u l a t i o n i s r e l e v a n t f o r t h e d e m o g r a p h i c c o u n t • The 

o v e r a l l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h i s i s t h a t w h i l s t r e g i o n a l demo

g r a p h i c d a t a s h o w i n g s e x r a t i o s may be h e l p f u l f o r c o m p a r i s o n 

o n a g e o g r a p h i c a l b a s i s , a s i n A n d e r s o n ' s s t u d y , s u c h d a t a i s 

i m p r a c t i c a b l e f o r s t u d i e s w h i c h i n c o r p o r a t e a t i m e s c a l e -

t h e r e b e i n g no p e r m a n e n t p a r a m e t e r s o n w h i c h t o b a s e s u c h 

c o m p a r i s o n s . 

A f u r t h e r f a c t o r w h i c h r e d u c e s t h e v a l u e o f d e m o g r a p h i c r a t i o s 

o n a n y t h i n g b u t a g r a n d s c a l e i s t h a t o f t h e s o c i a l c o n v e n 

t i o n s w h i c h p r e s c r i b e who i s o r i s n o t e l i g i b l e f o r m a r r i a g e . 

F a c t o r s s u c h a s s o c i a l c l a s s , f a m i l y o f o r i g i n , a g e , m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s , _ a p p e a r a n c e _ o r _ o c c u p a t i o n _ a l l _ c o n s t i t u t e - r e s t r i c t i n g 

a n d c h a n g i n g q u a l i t i e s w h i c h m i t i g a t e a g a i n s t t h e r e l e v a n c e 

o f s e x r a t i o c o u n t s f o r p r e d i c t i n g m a r r i a g e r a t e s f o r s p > e c i f i c 

a r e a s . F o r t h i s r e a s o n s t a t i s t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n a l o n e i s i n 

a d e q u a t e , a n d a t t e n t i o n must be p a i d t o t h e m a t e r i a l c i r c u m 

s t a n c e s a n d n o r m a t i v e b e l i e f s w h i c h a f f e c t e d w o r k i n g c l a s s 

women a t b o t h g e n e r a l a nd i n d i v i d u a l l e v e l s . 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MEETING PARTNERS 

The f i r s t g e n e r a l i s s u e t o be c o n s i d e r e d i s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 

w h i c h women i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h h ad t o meet l i k e l y p a r t n e r s , 

b o t h e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y and c u r r e n t l y . A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 

t h i s c e n t u r y w o r k i n g c l a s s women r a r e l y l e f t t h e t o w n . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y t h e r a n g e o f o p t i o n s f o r p o t e n t i a l h u s b a n d s f o r 

most women was l i m i t e d t o t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f B u c k f a s t l e i g h , 
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w i t h t h e o c c a s i o n a l a d d i t i o n o f a n y men who m i g h t come 

i n t o t h e t o w n f r o m o u t s i d e , n o r m a l l y men f r o m n e a r b y t o w n s 

o r v i l l a g e s who w e r e l o o k i n g f o r w o r k . S t u d i e s i n v e s t i g a t i n g 

t h e most common m e e t i n g p l a c e s f o r f u t u r e h u s b a j i d s a nd w i v e s 

i n d i c a t e d a n c e s , w o r k and s o c i a l g a t h e r i n g s as t h e t h r e e 

most l i k e l y a c t i v i t i e s ^ ^ ^ • L e o n a r d , h o w e v e r , p o i n t s o u t 

t h a t w h i l s t most s t u d i e s r e l a t i n g t o w h e r e p ^ a r t n e r s met 

assume t h a t t h i s q u e s t i o n c a n be a n s w e r e d i n an u n a m b i g u o u s , 

s p e c i f i c way, t h e t r u t h i s o f t e n more complex^"^^. I n a 

s m a l l a r e a i n d i v i d u a l s a r e o f t e n f a j n i l i a r t o e a c h o t h e r 

b e f o r e t h e y a c k n o w l e d g e e a c h o t h e r as p o t e n t i a l p a r t n e r s , 

a n d t h e e x a c t t i m e a t w h i c h t h e y do so i s d i f f i c u l t t o 

e s t a b l i s h . 

T h i s was c e r t a i n l y t h e c a s e i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h e a r l i e r t h i s 

c e n t u r y . F o r m a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r m e e t i n g new p a r t n e r s w e r e 

r a r e . Dances w e r e o n l y an o c c a s i o n a l f e a t u r e o f B u c k f a s t l e i g h 

l i f e ; w o r k f o r most women was e n t i r e l y w i t h i n f e m a l e company, 

e i t h e r i n s e r v i c e o r i n t h e p a r t i c u l a r d e p a r t m e n t o f t h e 

m i l l i n w h i c h t h e y w o r k e d ( t h e r e was l i t t l e c o n t a c t b e t w e e n 

d i f f e r e n t d e p a r t m e n t s ajnd w o r k was b a s i c a l l y s e x s p e c i f i c ) ; 

s o c i a l g a t h e r i n g s a nd p a r t i e s w e r e r a i r e o c c a s i o n s a n d 

n o r m a l l y o n l y o r g a n i s e d w i t h i n f a m i l i e s . U n d e r t h e s e c i r c u m 

s t a n c e s c o u r t s h i p s n o r m a l l y b e g a n i n a c a s u a l way b e t w e e n t w o 

p e o p l e who a l r e a d y knew e a c h o t h e r , as M r s . V's a c c o u n t o f 

m e e t i n g 'Dad* ( h e r f u t u r e h u s b a n d ) i n d i c a t e s . M r s . V. was 

b o r n i n 1919, t h i s e v e n t t o o k p l a c e when she was n i n e t e e n : 
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My g i r l f r i e n d a nd I were g o i n g f o r a w a l k 
one Sunday n i g h t ... We w e r e w a l k i n g a l o n g 
t h e r e , a nd t h e s e t w o bo y s w e r e s i t t i n g on t h e 
edge o f t h e b r i d g e t h e r e , y o u know. Anyway, 
I h e a r somebody s a y 'Does y o u r m o t h e r know 
y o u ' r e o u t ? * a n d , ' c o u r s e we w e n t o v e r a nd 
had a t a l k w i t h t h e m , y o u know, a n d I t a l k e d 
w i t h Dad l i k e , a nd o f c o u r s e , I f a n c i e d h i m 
... so anyway, he s a i d 'Would y o u l i k e t o 
go f o r a w a l k ? * so o f c o u r s e I s a i d 'Yes, 
f a i r e n o u g h *. 

T h i s s t a r t o f M r s . V*s c o u r t s h i p was t y p i c a l , a n d f i t t e d i n 

w i t h a way o f l i f e w h e r e t h e most f r e q u e n t l e i s u r e o c c u p a 

t i o n was w a l k i n g a r o u n d t h e t o w n . Few f a c e s c o u l d h a v e b e e n 

u n f a m i l i a r and new e n c o u n t e r s w e r e r a x e . The c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

o f w h e t h e r o r n o t y o u n g men met i n t h i s way w e r e e l i g i b l e 

f r o m a s o c i a l p o i n t o f v i e w d o e s n o t seem t o h a v e b e e n a 

p r o b l e m . P a x e n t a l o b j e c t i o n s w e r e s o m e t i m e s r a i s e d on 

a c c o u n t o f g i r l s g o i n g o u t w i t h b o y f r i e n d s t o o o f t e n , o r 

s t a y i n g o u t t o o l a t e , b u t n o t a p p a r e n t l y , o n aj\y l e v e l r e 

l a t i n g t o i n e l i g i b i l i t y . As m e n t i o n e d i n t h e p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r 

d i s t i n c t i o n s aimongst t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s p e o p l e o f 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h a p p e a r t o have b e e n r e l a t i v e l y a b s e n t . 

G i v e n t h e f a c t t h a t most y o u n g w o r k i n g c l a s s women i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h met t h e i r f u t u r e h u s b a n d s c a s u a l l y i n t h e t o w n , 

g i r l s who f o r a n y r e a s o n w e r e i s o l a t e d f r o m s u c h e n c o u n t e r s 

w e r e a t a d i s a d v a n t a g e when i t came t o m e e t i n g p a u r t n e r s . 

I l l n e s s , a l a c k o f f r i e n d s t o go o u t w i t h , c o n f i n e m e n t t o 

t h e home o r r e m o t e n e s s f r o m t h e t o w n , c o u l d a l l i n h i b i t a 

g i r l * s c h a n c e s o f m e e t i n g a f u t u r e p a r t n e r and r e d u c e h e r 

c h a n c e s o f m a r r i a g e . 
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Such a means o f ' m e e t i n g ' p a x t n e r s w o u l d h o w e v e r , seem t o 

have had a n age l i m i t . W h i l s t w a l k i n g was common t o a l l age 

g r o u p s , c a s u a l i n v i t a t i o n s t o w a l k t o g e t h e r w o u l d appeair t o 

have b e e n more r e l e v a n t t o y o u n g e r men a n d women. As u n 

m a r r i e d women becsjne o l d e r and more o f t h e i r f r i e n d s w e r e 

* w a l k i n g o u t ' w i t h t h e i r p a r t n e r s , o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r c a s u a l 

i n v i t a t i o n s s u c h as t h e s e became l e s s l i k e l y , d e p e n d i n g as 

t h e y d i d g e n e r a l l y , on t h e p r e s e n c e o f a t l e a s t t w o u n a t t a c h e d 

p e o p l e o f e a c h s e x . Age a l t e r e d t h e s i t u a t i o n i n o t h e r ways 

t o o : as v;omen became o l d e r t h e y w e r e more l i k e l y t o c o n s i d e r 

w o r k o t h e r t h a n t h e m i l l o r d o m e s t i c s e r v i c e , and hence 

m i g h t c o n s i d e r w o r k i n g a l i t t l e f u r t h e r a f i e l d , i n one o f t h e 

n e a r b y t o w n s o r v i l l a g e s . The a d v e n t o f t h e b i c y c l e made 

t h i s more f e a s i b l e , a n d e n a b l e d some women t o w o r k i n 

S t a v e r t o n ( t h r e e m i l e s away) o r T o t n e s , t h e r e b y i n t r o d u c i n g 

them t o a w i d e r p o p u l a t i o n and p o s s i b l y p o t e n t i a l h u s b a n d s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r m e e t i n g f u t u r e s p o u s e s seem 

t o h a v e d i m i n i s h e d f o r t h o s e women who r e m a i n e d i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h a s t h e y g r e w o l d e r . T h e r e w e r e f e w new f o r m s 

o f l e i s u r e t o r e p l a c e w a l k i n g a r o u n d w i t h p r e v i o u s l y u n 

m a r r i e d g i r l f r i e n d s cind l e i s u r e g e n e r a l l y became more home-

b a s e d . 

The c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h i s c o n s i d e r a b l y 

d i f f e r e n t . A l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e s t i l l f e w f o r m s o f f o r m a l 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t w h e r e y o u n g women m i g h t meet p r o s p e c t i v e 

h u s b ands i n t h e t o w n , i n f o r m a l c o n t a c t w i t h men i s f a r e a s i e r 

f o r women ivho f e e l a b l e t o go i n t o p u b l i c h o u s e s a l o n e o r 
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w i t h f r i e n d s . T h i s p r o v i d e s t h e m a i n f o r m o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

w i t h i n t h e t o w n , b e s i d e s w h i c h , i n s p i t e o f t h e p o o r bus 

s e r v i c e s , many y o u n g p e o p l e manage t o t r a v e l o u t s i d e o f 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h a t l e a s t f o r t n i g h t l y on a v e r a g e a n d o f t e n 

more f r e q u e n t l y , d e p e n d i n g on w h e t h e r t h e y o r t h e i r f r i e n d s 

h ave c a r s . I n t h e s e i n s t a n c e s women o f t e n v i s i t p u b s i n 

s u r r o u n d i n g t o w n s o r v i l l a g e s a n d some o c c a s i o n a l l y go i n t o 

T o r q u a y o r P l y m o u t h t o n i g h t c l u b s . A s m a l l e r p e r c e n t a g e o f 

women b e l o n g t o s p o r t s o r s o c i a l c l u b s b u t t h e s e aire i n t h e 

m i n o r i t y . Women now w o r k i n a w i d e r v a r i e t y o f j o b s , most 

o f w h i c h aire l e s s c o n f i n i n g t h a n w e r e m i l l w o r k o r d o m e s t i c 

s e r v i c e . 

I n g e n e r a l t h e r e f o r e , g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d g e o g r a p h i c m o b i l i t y 

means t h a t t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f e l i g i b l e p a r t n e r s i s f a r more 

f l u i d t h a n p r e v i o u s l y , a nd women's c h a n c e s o f m e e t i n g men 

f r o m a r e a s o t h e r t h a n B u c k f a s t l e i g h a nd t h e i m m e d i a t e l y 

s u r r o u n d i n g v i c i n i t y a r e f a r h i g h e r . T h i s i s n o t t o s a y , 

h o w e v e r , t h a t a l l y o u n g women meet men i n t h e s e w a y s . P e r 

s o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s a n d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s d i c t a t e w h e t h e r o r 

n o t y o u n g women engage i n c e r t a i n a c t i v i t i e s , a n d w h e t h e r 

t h e y d e f i n e men who t h e y meet as e l i g i b l e h u s b a n d s . 

As i n t h e p a s t , t h e s i t u a t i o n c h a n g e s a s women grow o l d e r . 

W h i l s t u n m a r r i e d women may s t i l l s p e n d some l e i s u r e t i m e i n 

p u b l i c h o u s e s , a f t e r t h e age o f t h i r t y when m o s t o f t h e i r 

f r i e n d s a r e m a r r i e d t h i s t e n d s t o be i n d i f f e r e n t b a r s a n d 

i n d i f f e r e n t ( o f t e n c o u p l e - o r i e n t a t e d ) company. Home-based 
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l e i s u r e e q u a l l y becomes more p r e v a l e n t as women g e t o l d e r 

and t h e y s p e n d more t i m e e i t h e r i n t h e i r own homes o r 

v i s i t i n g o t h e r p e o p l e ' s . O p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r m e e t i n g u n m a r r i e d 

men t h e n become l e s s l i k e l y , t h o u g h a g a i n t h i s d e p e n d s 

p a r t l y on p e r s o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

O v e r a l l , t h e s i t u a t i o n i s now c o n s i d e r a b l y d i f f e r e n t f r o m 

e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y a nd w h i l s t i n d i v i d u a l s t e n d t o have a 

more g e o g r a p h i c a l l y w i d e s p r e a d c i r c l e o f f r i e n d s a n d 

a c q u a i n t a n c e s , t h e i r r a n g e o f p o t e n t i a l p a r t n e r s f r o m i v i t h i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h i t s e l f i s g e n e r a l l y s m a l l e r t h a n i t w o u l d p r e 

v i o u s l y h a v e b e e n , d ue t o g r e a t e r d i s p a r i t y a n d s e l e c t i v i t y . 

T h u s , w h i l s t s o c i a l c l a s s b a r r i e r s a r e l e s s s p e c i f i c a n d 

c l e a r - c u t now t h a n t h e y w e r e a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s c e n t u r y , 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y t h e u n i t e d a l l - a c c e p t i n g f e e l i n g w h i c h p r e 

v a i l e d amongst t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s p e o p l e o f B u c k f a s t l e i g h has 

d i s a p p e a r e d a n d t h e t o w n i s l e s s endogamous t h a n p r e v i o u s l y . 

T h i s has i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r t h o s e who a r e r e s t r i c t e d n o t o n l y 

t o t h e home as i n t h e p a s t , b u t t o B u c k f a s t l e i g h i t s e l f . As 

i n c r e a s i n g numbers o f women s p e n d t h e i r w o r k i n g a n d s o c i a l 

l i f e o u t s i d e t h e t o w n , t h o s e who c a n n o t l e a v e B u c k f a s t l e i g h , 

w h e t h e r b e c a u s e o f c o m m i t m e n t s , l a c k o f t r a n s p o r t o r f i n a n 

c i a l r e s t r i c t i o n s , axe s u r r o u n d e d by a more l i m i t e d a nd 

n a r r o w l y d e f i n e d number o f p o t e n t i a l p a r t n e r s t h a n w o u l d 

p r e v i o u s l y h a v e been t h e c a s e . 
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REASONS FOR MARRIAGE 

B e s i d e s c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f p o t e n t i a l 

p a r t n e r s a n d o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r m e e t i n g t h e m , t h e d e g r e e t o 

w h i c h women a n t i c i p a t e m a r r i a g e a s a n i n e v i t a b l e s t e p i s 

a n o t h e r a s p e c t w h i c h , t h o u g h p a r t l y p e r s o n a l , i s a l s o 

i n f l u e n c e d a t a c o n t e x t u a l l e v e l . V a r i o u s r i g h t s a n d 

s t a t u s e s a r e a t t a i n e d o n m a r r i a g e a n d t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h 

m a r r i a g e becomes e s s e n t i a l d e p e n d s l a r g e l y o n t h e o p t i o n s 

w h i c h m a r r i a g e i s s e e n t o p r o v i d e a n d t h e a l t e r n a t i v e o p t i o n s 

a v a i l a b l e . C h a n g i n g i d e o l o g i c a l a s s u m p t i o n s t h r o u g h t i m e on 

a n a t i o n a l l e v e l a r e d e a l t w i t h i n C h a p t e r One, b u t l o c a i l i t y 

and s o c i a l c l a s s p r o v i d e f u r t h e r d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n * Some o f 

t h e b a s i c a s s u m p t i o n s u n d e r l y i n g m a r r i a g e a r e g e n e r a l l y h e l d 

t o be t h e r i g h t t o l i v e away f r o m t h e p a r e n t a l home, t h e 

r i g h t t o r e g u l a r s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s , t o h a v e c h i l d r e n , a nd t o 

be t r e a t e d a s a f u l l a d u l t i n a s o c i a l l y a c c e p t a b l e r o l e . 

T h e se a s s u m p t i o n s w e r e , a n d s t i l l a r e , o p e r a t i v e i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h , b u t t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f e a c h a n d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o a t t a i n a n y o f t h e s e r i g h t s o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e v a r i e s , a n d 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y a f f e c t s t h e way i n w h i c h m a r r i a g e i s s e e n a n d 

t h e v a l u e p l a c e d o n i t . I n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o t h e m e a j i i n g o f 

m a i r r i a g e f o r women o f w o r k i n g c l a s s o r i g i n s i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h 

d u r i n g t h e t w o t i m e s p a n s c o n s i d e r e d i s e s s e n t i a l t o a n u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g o f t h e f a c t o r s w h i c h p r o m p t e d women t o w a r d s o r 

a g a i n s t m a r r i a g e . 

144 



HOUSING 

A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s c e n t u r y l i f e f o r w o r k i n g c l a s s women 

i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h was l i v e d w i t h i n a c l o s e d c o m m u n i t y w i t h 

s h a r e d a nd commonly a c c e p t e d n o r m s , w h i c h w e r e i n f l u e n c e d 

b y a b a c k g r o u n d o f r e s t r i c t i o n s a n d p o v e r t y . H o u s i n g a n d 

s e c u r i t y f e a t u r e d h i g h l y i n women's l i v e s , a n d m a r r i a g e was 

u n q u e s t i o n e d a s t h e s o l u t i o n t o t h e s e n e e d s . M r s . W, ( b o r n 

i n 1 9 0 1 ) l i k e most o f t h e women o f h e r age t o o k t h e assumed 

e x p e c t a t i o n o f m a r r i a g e f o r g r a n t e d , a n d w i t h i t t h e l i n k 

o f m a i r r i a g e a n d a home. 

Do y o u t h i n k ( y o u r p a r e n t s ) b r o u g h t y o u up 
e x p e c t i n g y o u t o g e t m a r r i e d ? 

Oh, I w o u l d s a y most p a r e n t s l o o k e d f o r w a r d t o 
t h e d a y when t h e i r c h i l d r e n w o u l d g e t m a r r i e d , 
w o u l d n ' t y o u ? 

- And do you t h i n k y o u w a n t e d t o g e t m a r r i e d ? 

I w a n t e d a home o f my own - y e s , c e r t a i n l y . 

So w h a t do y o u t h i n k t h e m a i n d i f f e r e n c e s w e r e 
f o r y o u ( o n c e y o u w e r e m a r r i e d ) ? 

W e l l , t o have y o u r own home, I s u p p o s e . T h a t 
w o u l d b e t h e b i g g e s t a d v a n t a g e w o u l d n ' t i t ? 

I f y o u ' d b e en a b l e t o have v o u r own h o u s e w h i l e 
y o u w e r e s i n g l e , d o v o u t h i n k v o u w o u l d h a v e 
done t h a t ? 

No, I d o n ' t t h i n k s o . 

No? 

No. 

The v i e w o f m a r r i a g e as p r o v i d i n g a home i s a common f e a t u r e 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e i n t e r v i e w s , as f o r i n s t a n c e 

i t h M r s . P. who was b o r n i n S o u t h e r n I r e l a n d i n 1898 and 
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came t o B u c k f a s t l e i g h i n h e r l a t e t w e n t i e s , w h e r e s h e 

m a r r i e d a B u c k f a s t l e i g h man a b o u t f i v e y e a r s l a t e r : 

Had y o u e x p e c t e d t o s t a y s i n g l e , d o y o u t h i n k ? 

W e l l J I w o u l d n * t h a v e m i n d e d , I s h o u l d n * t h a v e 
m i n d e d . W e l l , I s u p p o s e i t ' s now t h a t i t h a s 
h a p p e n e d , w e l l , i t ' s n i c e t o h a v e y o u r own home, 
a n d I d o n ' t t h i n k t h i n g s a r e a l l t h a t g o o d o u t 
i n I r e l a n d . 

What w o u l d y o u have d o n e i f y o u h a d n ' t m a r r i e d 
y o u r h u s b a n d ? 

Oh, God o n l y knows. D o n ' t know, d o n ' t know. 
W e l l , I ' d h a v e t o l i v e somewhere w o u l d n ' t I , 
a n d h a v e t o have some h o u s e o r home o r s o m e t h i n g . 

Such a s t r o n g e m p h a s i s on h o u s i n g c o r r e s p o n d s w i t h S l a t e r 

a nd W o o d s i d e ' s f i n d i n g s a j n o n g s t w o r k i n g c l a s s women i n t h e 

1 9 4 0 * s . To q u o t e t h e m : " M a r r i a g e a n d home a x e synomous i n 

many p e o p l e ' s m i n d s a n d t h e e q u a t i o n o f t h e t w o i s a c h a r a c 

t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e o f o u r saimple . . • M a r r i a g e i s l e s s to_ 

someone t h a n f o r s o m e t h i n g ... w a n t i n g a home i s t h e most 

common r e a s o n g i v e n f o r m a r r i a g e ... one must remember t h e 

b a c k g r o u n d - c r a m p e d , l i v i n g i n a n o v e r c r o w d e d p a r e n t a l home, 

b u t r a r e l y t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f a n y p r i v a c y , o f t e n o p e n p a r e n t a l 
(4) 

d i s c o r d , t h e c o n s t a n t s t r u g g l e f o r e c o n o m i c i n d e p e n d e n c e " ^ ^. 

A l t h o u g h S l a t e r a nd W o o d s i d e ' s r e s e a r c h was b a s e d i n L o n d o n , 

t h e i n a d e q u a t e h o u s i n g i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y 

has a l r e a d y b e e n m e n t i o n e d a nd t h i s c l e a r l y c r e a t e d an 

e q u a l l y s t r o n g w i s h f o r i n d e p e n d e n t , i m p r o v e d a c c o m m o d a t i o n . 

T u r n i n g t o t h e c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n t h e d e s i r e f o r a home i s 

s t i l l a component o f m a r r i a g e a n d s e v e r a l o f t h e y o u n g 
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women s p o k e n t o v o i c e d a w i s h t o e s c a p e f r o m t h e p a r e n t a l 

home as t h e i r m a i n r e a s o n f o r m a r r i a g e . M i s s B. f o r 

i n s t a n c e , s a i d : 

I was s t i l l g o i n g o u t w i t h B e r n i e w h i l e 
a l l t h i s was g o i n g on ... t h e n B e r n i e a s k e d 
me t o m a r r y h i m . I t h i n k i t was j u s t a 
way o f g e t t i n g away f r o m home and t h a t ' s 
why I m a r r i e d h i m a t s e v e n t e e n . ( 5 ) 

The e m p h a s i s has a l t e r e d somewhat h o w e v e r , a n d e s c a p e f r o m 

t h e p a r e n t a l home i s g e n e r a l l y p r o m p t e d l e s s b y p h y s i c a l d i s 

c o m f o r t , b u t more a s a c h a n c e t o e s t a b l i s h i n d e p e n d e n c e f r o m 

p a r e n t s . A l s o , t h o u g h b y no means e a s y , i n c r e a s e d p o s s i b i l 

i t i e s d o e x i s t f o r women t o e s t a b l i s h t h e i r own homes away 

f r o m t h e i r p a r e n t s w h i l s t s t i l l u n m a t r r i e d . The b r e a k d o w n o f 

t h e u n i t e d w o r k i n g c l a s s c o m m u n i t y w h i c h e x i s t e d i n t h e 

t o w n e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y has made f o r a r e l a x a t i o n o f t h e 

p o w e r f u l s o c i a l norms w h i c h o p e r a t e d p r e v i o u s l y , a s 

i n d i v i d u a l s r e l a t e t o more d i s p a r a t e s o c i a l g r o u p s . T h i s 

makes f o r more d i v e r g e n t c o d e s o f b e h a v i o u r a n d c o r r e s p o n d 

i n g l y g r e a t e r d i s p a r i t y i n t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e m e a n i n g 

o f m a r r i a g e . 

W h i l s t a w a r e t h a t t h e y a r e c o n t r a v e n i n g c e r t a i n p e o p l e ' s c o d e s 

o f b e h a v i o u r , some y o u n g women i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h now f i n d i t 

p o s s i b l e t o move o u t o f t h e i r p a r e n t a l home a n d e i t h e r l i v e 

a l o n e o r l i v e w i t h men t o whom t h e y a r e n o t m a r r i e d . E a r l i e r 

t h i s c e n t u r y b o t h o f t h e s e moves w o u l d h a v e b e e n s o f i r m l y 

l i n k e d w i t h m a r r i a g e t h a t t o a t t e m p t them w o u l d h a v e b e e n 

t o i n v i t e w i d e s p r e a d c u r i o s i t y a n d / o r c o n d e m n a t i o n . A l t h o u g h , 

147 



as a c k n o w l e d g e d e a r l i e r , t h e d e s i g n o f t h i s r e s e a r c h f a v o u r s 

women who have e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r own h o u s e h o l d s , w h i l s t n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f a l l s i n g l e women i n t h e i r 

l i v i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s , t h e f a c t t h a t s i n g l e women o f w o r k i n g 

c l a s s o r i g i n s h a v e f o u n d i t p o s s i b l e t o s e t up a home o u t 

s i d e m a r r i a g e i n d i c a t e s t h e f e a s i b i l i t y o f s u c h a move, 

u n l i k e t h e s i t u a t i o n e a r l i e r when m a t e r i a l a n d n o r m a t i v e 

p r e s s u r e s made s u c h c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a l m o s t u n t h i n k a b l e a nd 

s c a r c e l y p o s s i b l e . 

CHILDREN 

The l i n k b e t w e e n m a r r i a g e and c h i l d r e n a l s o a p p e a r s t o be 

l e s s s t r o n g t h a n p r e v i o u s l y . The p o s s i b i l i t y o f b r i n g i n g up 

c h i l d r e n o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e seems n o t t o h a v e b e e n c o n s i d e r e d 

by t h e o l d e r women, b u t t h i s i s no l o n g e r t h e c a s e . Two o f 

t h e y o u n g e r women i n t e r v i e w e d h ad c h i l d r e n w h i l s t u n m a r r i e d . 

M r s . A. (who m a r r i e d a t t w e n t y , one y e a r a f t e r t h e b i r t h o f 

h e r f i r s t s o n ) , f e l t i n i t i a l q u a l m s a t t h e p r o s p e c t o f h a v i n g 

a c h i l d when n o t m a r r i e d , b u t was a b l e t o o v e r c o m e t h e s e : 

I t h i n k i t was - h a v i n g a c h i l d , y o u know -
I know t i m e s h a v e c h a n g e d b u t t h e y h a v e n ' t 
r e a l l y . You know, t h e s t i g m a o f b e i n g a n 
u n m a r r i e d m o t h e r ... B u t o n c e y o u f a c e i t , 
a n d y o u ' v e g o t t h e b a b y , a n d y o u ' v e s t i l l g o t 
y o u r f e l l a , y o u know, and p e o p l e s t i l l t a l k 
t o y o u , y o u l o s e t h a t k i n d o f f e a r . 

M i s s B. ( a g e d t w e n t y - f i v e w i t h a f i v e y e a r o l d s o n ) , was 

adamant t h a t h a v i n g a c h i l d s h o u l d n o t n e c e s s a r i l y i m p l y 

m a r r i a a e : 
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I mean when i t came t o m a r r i a g e , w hen I 
was p r e g n a n t , i t was j u s t o u t . I d i d n ' t 
w a n t t o g e t m a r r i e d b e c a u s e I was p r e g n a n t , 
a n d I l o o k e d a t h i m ( t h e child»s f a t h e r ) a n d 
I t h o u g h t 'God, he's n i n e t e e n y e a r s o l d ' , 
y o u know. I t ' s j u s t n o t - a l r i g h t i t ' s 
h a p p e n e d - b u t i t ' s s t i l l n o t f a i r o n e i t h e r 
o f u s t o t i e o u r s e l v e s down t o e a c h o t h e r . 

EMOTIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , w h i l s t c h a n g e s i n t h e m a t e r i a l a n d n o r m a t i v e 

p r e s s u r e s o p e r a t i n g i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h now p e r m i t women o f 

w o r k i n g c l a s s o r i g i n s t o e s t a b l i s h a home o f t h e i r own a n d 

have c h i l d r e n o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e , f e w e r women r e m a i n u n m a r r i e d 

now t h a n d i d e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y . C l e a r l y m a r r i a g e r e m a i n s 

a n a t t r a c t i v e p r o p o s i t i o n i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h n o n - m a r r i a g e , 

t h o u g h t h e r e a s o n s h a v e c h a n g e d . None o f t h e y o u n g e r women 

i n t e r v i e w e d m e n t i o n e d a n y m a t e r i a l r e a s o n s f o r m a r r i a g e 

o t h e r t h a n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r own home a n d i t w o u l d a p p e a x 

t h a t t h e p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f m a r r i a g e a r e n w more 

d i f f i c u l t t o a c k n o w l e d g e , b u t e m o t i o n a l a s p e c t s w e r e more 

s p o n t a j i e o u s l y m e n t i o n e d b y t h e y o u n g e r women. Much e m p h a s i s 

was p l a c e d on t h e ' s h e a r i n g ' a n d t h e c o m p a n i o n s h i p p r o v i d e d 

t h r o u g h m a r r i a g e , b o t h b y t h o s e who h a d a n d had n o t been 

m a r r i e d . F o r i n s t a n c e , M r s . Y. who was b o r n i n 1 9 3 4 a n d 

ivi d o w e d t w e l v e y e a r s a g o : 

So do y o u e v e r t h i n k t h a t y o u ' d l i k e t o r e - m a r r y ? 

Yes, I w o u l d , b u t n o t t o be somebody's s l a v e , 
somebody's o t h e r h a l f . To be somebody's p a r t n e r 
I w o u l d , b u t I w o u l d n ' t r e m a r r y t o p i c k up some
b o d y ' s s o c k s a n d c o o k h i s m e a l s a n d s a y 'Yes s i r , 
no s i r , a n d go o u t w i t h t h e b o y s s i r ' . No way. 
I ' d h a v e a n a f f a i r y e s , b u t I w o u l d n ' t m a x r y . 
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B u t w h a t do you see as t h e a d v a n t a g e s o f 
m a r r y i n g , i f y o u w e r e t o m a r r y ? 

A t r u e m a r r i a g e ? E v e r y a d v a n t a g e . I t ' s 
s h a r i n g i s n ' t i t , i t ' s c o m p a n i o n s h i p , i t ' s 
d o i n g t h i n g s t o g e t h e r , i t ' s l i v i n g f o r 
somebody e l s e . 'Cos l o v i n g i s g i v i n g n o t 
t a k i n g - t h a t s o u n d s p e c u l i a r p j e r h a p s , b u t 
t h a t ' s how I l o o k a t i t . 

S i m i l a r l y , M r s . I . , who was b o r n i n 1 9 5 8 , m a r r i e d a t 

s e v e n t e e n a n d d i v o r c e d a t t w e n t y - t w o , when a s k e d i f she 

w o u l d c o n s i d e r m a r r y i n g a g a i n , s a i d : 

I t w o u l d h a v e t o be a d i f f e r e n t s o r t o f 
r e l a t i o n s h i p , y o u know, i t w o u l d h a v e t o 
be a s o r t o f s h a r i n g . 

And M i s s B. , when a s k e d w h a t a d v a n t a g e s h e r m a r r i e d f r i e n d s 

h a d , s a i d : 

T h e y ' v e g o t t h e c o m p a n i o n s h i p . T h a t i s a 
v e r y i m p o r t a n t t h i n g I t h i n k . 

A l l o f t h e y o u n g e r women seemed t o e n d o r s e t h e i d e o l o g y v ^ i c h 

u p h o l d s m a r r i a g e a s t h e a r e a f o r m u t u a l i t y a j i d i n t i m a c y , a n d 

t h e y s t r e s s e d t h e s e e m o t i o n a l a s p e c t s r a t h e r t h a n a n y m a t e r i a l 

r e a s o n s f o r m a r r i a g e . The o l d e r women r a r e l y m e n t i o n e d 

e m o t i o n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e i r own m a r r i a g e s , 

t h o u g h t h e y d i d when r e f e r r i n g t o o t h e r women. F o r i n s t a n c e 

Mrs. M., s p e a k i n g o f h e r c o n t e m p o r a r i e s i n t h e 1 9 2 0 * s a n d 

1930's who r e m a i n e d s i n g l e s a i d : 

'Twas j u s t 'cos t h e y h a d n ' t met a n y o n e , I 
s u p p o s e , t h a t t h e y c o u l d t a k e t o . 'Cos 
y o u * s no g o o d h a v i n g a n y b o d y j u s t f o r m a r r y i n ' s 
s a k e . 

A l s o Mrs. P. , s p e a k i n g o f women o f t h e same p > e r i o d who d e l a y e d 
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marriage u n t i l t h e i r t h i r t i e s : 

I suppose they had to w a i t u n t i l the r i g h t 
one came along. 

And when asked what the problems were f o r women o f tha t time 

who remained s i n g l e , Mrs. V. s a i d : 

Oh, I don't know r e a l l y - must get l o n e l y 
I suppose. 

I n t h i s way the ol d e r women c l e a x l y were not o b l i v i o u s to 

the i d e a of romance, nor the companionship which marriage 

can provide, but having grown up i n an atmosphere which made 

m a t e r i a l reasons f o r marriage more obvious these f a c t o r s 

were more r e a d i l y ackncwledgeable^^^. 

For the younger women, growing up a g a i n s t a background l e s s 

harsh than the older women d i d and. w i t h an ideology which 

presented marriage as the p r e c a u t i o n a g a i n s t s o c i a l and 

emotional i s o l a t i o n , the m a t e r i a l advantages which may be 

gained from marriage are l e s s apparent and l e s s e a s i l y 

admitted. Thus, w h i l s t the p r e s s u r e s to marry sire e q u a l l y , 

and judging by s t a t i s t i c s , more s t r o n g l y f e l t by younger 

women, i t appears more d i f f i c u l t f o r them to i d e n t i f y the 

f a c t o r s which i n f l u e n c e d them - s o c i a l and emotional p r e s s u r e s 

being more i n s i d i o u s than p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . W h i l s t 

the norms which operate w i t h i n the immediate groups women 

r e l a t e to may permit forms of behaviour o u t s i d e marriage i n 

such a way that marriage appears i n e s s e n t i a l f o r m a t e r i a l 

reasons, the p r e v a i l i n g ideology which p r e s e n t s marriage as 
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the answer to emotional f u l f i l m e n t i s a l l p e r v a s i v e , and, 

due to i t s i n t a n g i b l e q u a l i t y , d i f f i c u l t to r e s i s t * S e v e r a l 

of the young women who married seemed to f e e l t h a t they had 

been swept along by circumstances, and were unable to i d e n t i f y 

what had prompted them to marry, or what marriage meant to 

them. For i n s t a n c e , Mrs. Y. who married a t twenty-three, 

when asked about maxrying her husband s a i d : 

I don't t h i n k I decided - i t j u s t s o r t of 
happened. 

S i m i l a r l y Mrs. A.: 

When I s i t down and t h i n k about i t I - i t 
seemed - I was taiken along with the events 
t h a t a c t u a l l y occurred at t h a t time. The 
d e c i s i o n was taiken f o r me r e a l l y . 

And Miss B., who almost married her b o y f r i e n d at the age of 

seventeen but l a t e r changed her mind, when asked why she 
and her boyfriend got engaged s a i d : 

Dunno - because everybody e l s e was doing i t 
I t h i n k . My age group seemed to - a t s i x t e e n 
get engaged, and by seventeen or e i g h t e e n 
they were married. 

The d e c i s i o n as to whether to marry or not marry may be viewed 

as being reached by the ba l a n c i n g out of an equation - on the 

one s i d e of which axe the advantages maxriage i s seen to o f f e r , 

and on the other, the b e n e f i t s of remaining s i n g l e . W h i l s t 

some of these i s s u e s may be c l e a r l y v i s i b l e , known, and 

qucintif i a b l e , o t h e r s are l e s s easy to d e f i n e , a s s e s s and 

ev a l u a t e . The more i n t a n g i b l e the rewards which marriage i s 

held to o f f e r the l e s s easy i t i s f o r women to c o n s i d e r the 
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i s s u e c l e a r l y , and the more p e r s u a s i v e the p r e s s u r e to con

form. W h i l s t c o n t e x t u a l matters such as the o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

to meet p o t e n t i a l p a r t n e r s and the p r e v a i l i n g understanding 

of marriage are r e l e v a n t to a l l women l i v i n g \^d.thin a c e r t a i n 

s i t u a t i o n , i n d i v i d u a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s d i f f e r , 

and to come c l o s e r to an understanding of the i s s u e s which 

i n f l u e n c e women towards marriage or non-marriage these i s s u e s 

must be seen w i t h i n the context of i n d i v i d u a l women's l i v e s . 

INDIVIDUAL FACTORS : HOME, FAMILY AND HOUSING CONSIDERATIONS 

Looking at women on an i n d i v i d u a l , l e v e l the f i r s t f a c t o r to 

be considered i s t h e i r home background and the ways i n which 

home ci r c u m s t a n c e s and housing c o n s i d e r a t i o n s c r e a t e d s i t u a 

t i o n s i n which e i t h e r marriage or non-marriage appeared 

fa v o u r a b l e . Considering f i r s t the o l d e r group of women, i t 

can be seen that home l i f e f o r them was g e n e r a l l y cramped* 

F a m i l i e s of four c h i l d r e n or more were not a t a l l unusual and 

many of the m i l l cottages i n which the m a j o r i t y of these 

women were brought up had only two bedrooms-. As Mrs. W. 

(born i n 1902, and the e l d e s t c h i l d ) s a i d : 

There were s i x c h i l d r e n ... there were two 
bedrooms. My mother and f a t h e r had one bedroom 
an* then the back bedroom - there were two 
double beds: the g i r l s s l e p t i n one bed and the 
boys s l e p t i n the o t h e r . 

These were hardly congenial s e t t i n g s i n which to l i v e , and 

c h i l d r e n were normally aware of the p r e s s u r e on them to 

take t h e i r share of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r p r o v i d i n g the f a m i l y 

income. Well aware of t h i s p r e s s u r e , Mrs. W. l e f t school at 
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the e a r l i e s t l e a v i n g age of t h i r t e e n and went to work i n the 

m i l l , where she earned about f i v e s h i l l i n g s a week, a l l of 

which she gave to her mother i n r e t u r n f o r about s i x pence 

pocket money. Mrs. W. was unusual however, i n t h a t a t 

s i x t e e n she l e f t B u c k f a s t l e i g h and went to l i v e w i t h her aunt 

i n B r i s t o l where she t r a i n e d to be a nurse. She a p p r e c i a t e d 
that t h i s was a r a r e p r i v i l e g e : 

There wais a l o t of people d i d n ' t go away, 
probably because they d i d n ' t have the same 
opportunity as me, because g i r l s i n my young 
days were brought up - s h a l l I say - i n r a t h e r 
s h e l t e r e d l i v e s , that mothers would be a f r a i d 
to l e t t h e i r g i r l s go away from home. But I 
was f o r t u n a t e , being able to l i v e w i t h my 
a u n t i e ... 

Mrs. W. was able to make t h i s longed-for move to her aunt's 

home i n B r i s t o l only a f t e r younger s i b l i n g s had a l s o l e f t 

school and had begun to c o n t r i b u t e towards the f a m i l y income. 

As she s a i d : 

Times were very hard, and money was ve r y s c a x c e . 
I would t h i n k that parents were j u s t w a i t i n g f o r 
the c h i l d r e n to leave s c h o o l , to go to work and 
earn some moneyt Not to take up nur s i n g where you 
- now what d i d I used to g e t ? - I was twenty and 
I t h i n k I was g e t t i n g t h i r t y - f i v e pound a y e a r . 
Well, I don't thi n k t h a t i n my young days t h a t 
mothers could've - u n l e s s you were f i n a n c i a l l y 
w e l l o f f , t h a t they could a f f o r d to l e t t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n earn t h a t s m a l l sum, 'cos they'd be 
glad of the money to come i n to help r a i s e the 
f a m i l i e s . 

Having escaped the crowded p a r e n t a l home, Mrs. W, went on to 

enjoy her nursing c a r e e r . As a l r e a d y mentioned ( p . 14^ Mrs. 

W. had been brought up ivith the e x p e c t a t i o n that she would 

marry, and saw the main advantage of marrying as being the 
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opportunity to have her own home, but although she had 

s e v e r a l boyfriends and was engaged i n her l a t e t w e n t i e s 

she d i d not marry u n t i l she was t h i r t y - n i n e . Mrs. W. seems 

to express some ambivalence i n her views towaxds marriage: 

... the f i r s t boy I was engaged to, I remember 
bringing him home - oh I was w e l l gone twenty 
my dear - twenty-eight I expect. 

And you thought you'd marry him? 

Oh, w e l l , I got engaged to him, so I suppose 
I miost have thought I would be g e t t i n g m a r r i e d 
to him ( l a u g h t e r ) . I don't know why we broke 
up - I don't know why we broke up - but did a 
good t h i n g by breaking up. 

Why? 

Well, I should never have been as happy w i t h 
him a s I was wi t h my husband, I'm sur e of t h a t . 

So a f t e r you'd broken up w i t h him, d i d you t h i n k 
that you'd s t a y s i n g l e ? 

No, no - I never thought t h a t f o r one moment. 
No« why not? 

Well, I always thought t h a t I would get mar r i e d . 

You wanted to get married? 

I suppose I d i d . And yet I didn' t when I was at 
the h o s p i t a l . I d i d n ' t c a r e whether I got marri e d 
or not, I was so happy t h e r e . 

In some ways Mrs. W. i s t y p i c a l of many of the o l d e r women. 

Brought up i n a crowded home wi t h a constant awareness of 

poverty, t h e r e was i n e v i t a b l e p r e s s u r e to move e l s e w h e r e . 

The m a j o r i t y of the o l d e r married women married i n t h e i r 

t w enties and moved i n t o a house with t h e i r husband. T h i s 

was never l u x u r i o u s and l i f e was o f t e n hard, but i t d i d 
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provide them with t h e i r cwn home. 

Mrs. W, was a t y p i c a l i n th a t her escape from the p a r e n t a l 

home was achieved not through maxriage but by means of a 

c a r e e r . Having found comfortable surroundings i n the nur s i n g 

home and a f u l f i l l i n g way of l i f e which she enjoyed, Mrs. W. 

was a b l e to view marriage i n a somewhat d i f f e r e n t l i g h t from 

the m a j o r i t y of women wi t h whom she grew up. Fre e d from the 

m a t e r i a l p r e s s u r e s towards meurriage she seems to have found 

the equation of whether to marry or remain s i n g l e a d i f f i c u l t 

one to balance out. I d e o l o g i c a l p r e s s u r e s and l i f e - l o n g ex

p e c t a t i o n s were f u l f i l l e d e v e n t u a l l y , but t h i s was r e l a t i v e l y 

l a t e i n l i f e . Though a l l brought up w i t h i n the same c o n t e x t u a l 

s e t t i n g , women's i n d i v i d u a l s i t u a t i o n s v a r i e d i n terms of the 

options open to them. For the m a j o r i t y marriage was the 

obvious and only s o l u t i o n a v a i l a b l e ; f o r Mrs. W. a l t e r n a t i v e 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s l e s s e n e d the i n e v i t a b i l i t y of marriage. 

For yet other women the push towards maxriage was l e s s s t r o n g , 

p o s s i b l y because t h e i r home surroundings wexe not so uncom

f o r t a b l e . Youngest or only c h i l d r e n g e n e r a l l y l i v e d i n con

d i t i o n s of f a r l e s s m a t e r i a l haxdship than d i d o l d e r b r o t h e r s 

and s i s t e r s . Mrs. M. f o r example, as an only c h i l d , w a s w e l l 

aware of the b e n e f i t s t h i s brought: 

I used to have two ounces of cream every 
morning f o r me b r e a k f a s t . W e l l , you see -
where there v/as a f a m i l y they c o u l d n ' t 
a f f o r d t h a t . 
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The demands on the f a m i l y budget were reduced and space was 

at l e s s of a premium. Older s i b l i n g s were marrying and 

v a c a t i n g rooms l e a v i n g more comfort and p r i v a c y f o r those 

who remained. Mrs. C. f o r exaimple, was the s i x t h of seven 

c h i l d r e n . Her f a t h e r worked i n the m i l l and her f a m i l y 

l i v e d i n the same row of m i l l c o t t a g e s a s had Mrs. W»s, 
though t h e i r cottage had t h r e e bedrooms: 

Oh yes, mum and dad i n one room, then me 
and me s i s t e r , before she got married i n 
the other room ... And then t h e r e was only 
two boys, because the other two boys were 
married and that j u s t l e f t the other two 
b r o t h e r s and meself, you see, so we had the 
rooms to o u r s e l v e s . 

Miss H., born i n 1905, was the youngest of f i v e c h i l d r e n , and 

she too l i v e d i n the m i l l c o t t a g e s u n t i l her f a m i l y moved 

f u r t h e r out of the town to a l a r g e r house. 

When you were a t home, d i d you have anywhere 
th a t you could j u s t s i t aind be by y o u r s e l f ? 

Not r e a l l y , not when we were a l l t h e r e , you 
know. But when i t got only me I could. I 
used to go i n me bedroom v e r y o f t e n and look 
out of the window, you know, and do a b i t of 
sewing, or read a book or anything - j u s t to -
I r e a l l y l i k e d my home then. 

For younger daughters the p r e s s u r e to escape due to uncomfortable 

surroundings was c o n s i d e r a b l y reduced: much v a l u e d home com

f o r t s and p r i v a c y could be found w i t h i n the p a r e n t a l home. 

By s t a y i n g on a f t e r other s i b l i n g s had l e f t the f i n a l 

daughters normally i n h e r i t e d the tenancy of the home, and thus 

achieved the p r i z e d 'home of t h e i r own*. Marriage, t h e r e f o r e , 

i n the immediate and the long term, g e n e r a l l y o f f e r e d l e s s i n 
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the way of an improved l i f e s t y l e to these younger daughters 

than i t d id to t h e i r older s i s t e r s . Women who aJ.ready 

enjoyed home comforts needed a d d i t i o n a l f a c t o r s t o persuade 

them toivards marriage i n p r e f e r e n c e to remaining s i n g l e . I n 

the past then, i t would appear t h a t women had t h r e e main 

options a v a i l a b l e to them which would h e l p them s o l v e t h e i r 

housing problems: they could l e a v e t h e i r p a r e n t a l home by 

marrying and s e t t i n g up a new home w i t h a husband; they could 

f i n d employment which o f f e r e d them accommodation; or they 

could remain i n the p a r e n t a l home. The r e l a t i v e m e r i t s of 

each option depended p a r t l y on the xvomen's f a m i l y c i r c u m 

s t a n c e s , but there were problems i m p l i c i t i n each of them. 

Looking a t the f i r s t option: f o r a l l but the younger s i s t e r s , 

women who grew up i n r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e f a m i l i e s normally l i v e d 

i n home surroundings which made them f e e l impatient to get 

away. N e v e r t h e l e s s , marriage was not normally a c c e p t a b l e 

before a woman was aged twenty, and even t h i s would mean 

launching i n t o married l i f e w i t h meagre savings and i m p l i e d 

c o n s i d e r a b l e hardship. Mrs. V., the s i x t h of nine c h i l d r e n , 

was born i n 1910 and married a t twenty. She spoke of the 

s t r u g g l e which she and her husband (her 'dad') exp e r i e n c e d 
when f i r s t they married: 

... should never have had anything i n the house 
i f i t hadn't been f o r my dad. He used to go to 
these jumble s a l e s - ' t i s a l l we had, when we were 
married - was a bed to l i e on, an' a l i t t l e c h a i r . 
We never had nothin' on the f l o o r , but was boards. 
And c a n d l e s , the place we went f i r s t , t h e r e was no -
not a l i g h t nor nothing. We had c a n d l e s and o i l 
lamps. 
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The s t a r t to Mrs. V's married l i f e was t y p i c a l . She w a i t e d 

i n the p a r e n t a l home f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s only f o r the oppor

t u n i t y to exchange the cramped, d i f f i c u l t surroundings of 

her pairents' house for the i n c r e a s e d space but p h y s i c a l 

discomfort of her own. 

The second option, that of f i n d i n g employment-related accom

modation was most u s u a l l y a c h i e v e d through domestic s e r v i c e ; 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s to do so through middle c l a s s occupations 

such as n u r s i n g , as i n Mrs. W's c a s e , were r a r e . The standard 

of accommodation which the work provided was v a r i a b l e i n the 

extreme, and even when comfortable, was v e r y r e s t r i c t e d . 

Mrs. P., born i n I r e l a n d i n 1898, came to England i n 1927 

having.done .domestic„seryice a l l of her working l i f e , and 

found her most enjoyable post i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h : 

... 'twas a marvellous house f o r food, 
marvellous I We used to have a n i c e cooked 
lunch a t midday, and we always had a cooked 
supper - w e l l we c a l l e d i t supper - they 
c a l l e d i t dinner - but i n the k i t c h e n we used 
to have the sajne as they had i n the d i n i n g 
room. Very good. 

Ne v e r t h e l e s s , a t almost t h i r t y , Mrs. P. was s t i l l t r e a t e d i n 

the same way as a young g i r l would be w i t h regaird to r e s 

t r i c t i o n s on her f r e e time: 

How much freedom - f r e e time d i d you used to have? 

Oh goshl They wouldn't do i t today - once a 
week and every other SundayI 

One day a week? 

Half a dayI Half a day on. 
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Mrs. P. met her husband - E r i c - w h i l s t doing t h i s j o b : 

What would you do on your Sunday o f f ? 

Oh, used to go - but »twas only a f t e r n o o n s , 
you know - 'twasn't a whole day, 'twas only 
Sunday afternoons and the evening. Oh w e l l , 
used to go to E r i c ' s mother's p l a c e , have me 
tea t h e r e , and then wouldn't be very long 
a f o r e I had to - we had to be in a t 9 o'clock 
you know. Yes, and i f you weren't, you were 
asked next morning. She always s t a y e d up. 

Bed-time was a t nine o'clock each n i g h t , and going out i n the 
evening was forbidden. 

Therefore, w h i l s t domestic s e r v i c e o f f e r e d an eeucly and 

a i l t e r n a t i v e means of escape from the pax e n t a l home, and, i f 

women were f o r t u n a t e , i t provided a higher standard of l i v i n g 

than e i t h e r parents or mairriage c o u l d , the c o n s t r a i n t s 

i n v o l v e d were c o n s i d e r a b l e . B e s i d e s the r e s t r i c t i o n s , as 

women grew older there was the added disadvantage t h a t such 

dependence on work to f i n d housing must have seemed i n c r e a s 

i n g l y p r e c a r i o u s . Mrs. P's j u s t i f i c a t i o n of marriage has 

a l r e a d y been mentioned (p. 146); her view t h a t i f she had not 

married she would have had to f i n d 'some house or home or 

something*. C l e a r l y , w h i l s t employment provided a p r a c t i c a b l e 

s o l u t i o n to the housing problem i n e a r l y l i f e , e v e n t u a l l y 

women f e l t a n x i e t y as to what would happen l a t e r . Both t h e i r 

meagre earnings and t h e i r i d e o l o g i c a l l i n k i n g of marriage and 

a home m i t i g a t e d a g a i n s t t h e i r s e t t i n g up a home w h i l s t s i n g l e , 

l e a v i n g marriage as the most obvious a l t e r n a t i v e . 

As a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d , the t h i r d option o f remaining a t ho me 
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was only a t t r a c t i v e to daughters i n s i t u a t i o n s where more 

space was a v a i l a b l e . When balanced a g a i n s t the h a r d s h i p 

often encountered i n marriage and the r e s t r i c t i o n s ajid 

i n s e c u r i t y of employment-related housing, s t a y i n g a t home 

(with the a d d i t i o n a l p o s s i b i l i t y of i n h e r i t i n g the tenancy 

of the house) c e r t a i n l y o f f e r e d some advantages, although 

the d u t i e s incumbent on daughters i n t h i s p o s i t i o n might 

make such an option appear disadvantageous. As t h e i r p a r e n t s 

grew old e r remaining daughters shouldered i n c r e a s i n g r e s 

p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e i r w e l l - b e i n g , and a t times, a s w i l l be 

d i s c u s s e d l a t e r , t h i s c o u l d d e p r i v e the daughter of much f r e e 

dom of her own. A s i m i l a r option to that of l i v i n g w i t h 

parents was that of l i v i n g w i t h other r e l a t i v e s ; the s i t u a t i o n 

was much the same i n terms of the advantages and disadvantages 

i t provided. 

For the younger group of women f i f t y y e a r s l a t e r the s i t u a t i o n 

was much d i f f e r e n t . These women l i v e d i n v a s t l y improved c i r 

cumstances: bad housing and overcrowding were no longer 

p r e v a l e n t , standaords of l i v i n g had r i s e n and f a m i l i e s were 

g e n e r a l l y much s m a l l e r . Genuine hardship and di s c o m f o r t 

t h e r e f o r e d i d not a f f e c t , any of the younger women i n the same 

ways as i t had the older ones. N e v e r t h e l e s s t w i t h improved 

circumstances came higher demands and p h y s i c a l comfort was not 

enough; the m a j o r i t y of the younger women wanted freedom from 

t h e i r p a r e n t s ' c o n t r o l . Non-material c o n s i d e r a t i o n s had taJcen 

the p l a c e of m a t e r i a l ones and none of the younger women 
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mentioned the p r a c t i c a l a s p e c t s of having t h e i r own home, 

but r a t h e r the concurrent advantages of the freedom i t 

brought them. 

Mrs. S. (born i n 1954 and married a t twenty-two) claimed 

t h a t marriage had made the b i g g e s t change i n her l i f e by 

removing the r e s t r i c t i o n s she had experienced when l i v i n g a t 

home. She now f e l t a b l e to do what she wanted, go where she 

wanted, only do housework when she wanted - and she va l u e d 

t h i s freedom enormously. Mrs. I * s marriage was l e s s rewarding 

and a f t e r two years of marriage she l e f t her husband. She 

then found h e r s e l f homeless, which threw i n t o r e l i e f one of 

the i n i t i a l reasons f o r her marriage. 

And where d i d you go? 

Up to my parents. Very bad mistake - 'cos 
I * d gone back to what I was t r y i n g to 
escape from i n the f i r s t p l a c e . 

Other women managed to escape from t h e i r p a r e n t s * home without 

marrying. Mrs. A., as a l r e a d y mentioned, l i v e d w i t h her f u t u r e 

husband p r i o r to marriage, but she had p r e v i o u s l y broken the 

p a r e n t a l bonds by studying and l i v i n g a t a foundation c o l l e g e 

i n Torquay f or one year when she was eighteen. On her r e t u r n 

she l i v e d , not with her p a r e n t s , but w i t h her grandmother. 

S e v e r a l e x p l a n a t i o n s may be given f o r t h i s : she was the second 

of a fa m i l y of seven c h i l d r e n , so having l e f t home space 

would be d i f f i c u l t to f i n d a g a i n; her r e l a t i o n s h i p with her 

mother had always been d i f f i c u l t ; but perhaps most s i g n i f i c a n t , 

having once proved independence and broken away from the 
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p a r e n t a l home the p r e s s u r e s to r e t u r n - even as an unmarried 

daughter - were r e l a x e d somewhat. 

Miss G., born i n 1949, i s the o l d e s t of four c h i l d r e n ; her 

f a t h e r was a farm worker and her mother a dressmaiker. She 

seems to have d e l i b e r a t e l y used education as a means of 

escape from her p a r e n t s ' home. Having l e f t s c h o o l a t e i g h t e e n 

she went to u n i v e r s i t y : 

Which U n i v e r s i t y ? 

That was Swansea. 

And d i d you enjoy i t ? 

Yes, yes - I chose to go t h e r e r e a l l y , 
'cos i t ' s , i t was too f a r to come home, 
you know, so i t was r e a l l y a break to go 
to U n i v e r s i t y at that age. 

How did your par e n t s f e e l about i t ? 

Well, I think they were - I t h i n k they 
missed me a l o t to begin w i t h , but they're 
very s e n s i b l e . T h e i r c h i l d r e n have got to 
l e a v e home sometime, so - they were extremely 
p l e a s e d t h a t , you know, I ' d managed to get 
to U n i v e r s i t y . I suppose that helped. 

Miss G. then t r a i n e d to be a t e a c h e r . Her f i r s t t e a c h i n g post 

was i n North Devon but a f t e r two y e a r s she moved back to a 

school i n Newton Abbott. Her moves with regard to housing 

i l l u s t r a t e the accepted norm whereby an unmarried daughter 

should l i v e with her p a r e n t s , but a l s o the m a t e r i a l and non-

m a t e r i a l p r e s s u r e s which made t h i s seem l e s s than i d e a l , and 

the way i n which, having p r e v i o u s l y broken the t i e s w i t h home, 

i t was now f e a s i b l e f o r Miss G. to l i v e independently of her 

parents even though she l i v e d neaorby: 
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... when I f i r s t cajne dcwn I l i v e d a t home, 
and I suppose I l i v e d at home f o r - miast have 
been about two y e a r s , but then I decided I ' d 
r a t h e r have a p l a c e of my own, so X bought 
t h i s house. 

And how d i d your p a r e n t s f e e l about your moving 
back and then moving out a g a i n ? 

I don't t h i n k they, they d i d n ' t mind too much, 
because I was near anyhow, and i t was g e t t i n g 
a b i t cramped at home ( l a u g h t e r ) because a t 
t h a t time I t h i n k a l l my other b r o t h e r s and 
s i s t e r s were a t home, and t h i n g s were g e t t i n g 
a b i t cramped i n the house, so, they thought i t 
was a very good i d e a to get somewhere of my own. 

And how d i d you f e e l about movino back w i t h them? 

I d i d n ' t l i k e i t v e r y much, because I c o u l d n ' t 
have f r i e n d s , i t wasn't v e r y easy to have f r i e n d s 
i n the house. I d i d n ' t f e e l independent, you 
know, because, having your own f l a t , and being a t 
U n i v e r s i t y and looking a f t e r y o u r s e l f , I t h i n k 
I wanted to be more independent - and - so I 
.f e l t _ _ v e r y _ s o r t _ o f _ r e s t l e s s — ( - l a u g h t e r - ) - ---having -
e v e r y t h i n g done f o r me, you know. 

own Miss G. was a b l e to a c h i e v e her independence by buying her 

home. T h i s was dependent, not o n l y on her f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n 

but a l s o on a change i n the ideology r e l a t i n g to ways i n ivhich 

women might s o l v e t h e i r housing problems. U n l i k e the s i t u a t i o n 

i n the p a s t more v a r i e d s o l u t i o n s a r e now c o n c e i v a b l e , not 

a l l of which need i n v o l v e marriage. For more working c l a s s 

women than p r e v i o u s l y , e d u c a t i o n a l or o c c u p a t i o n a l p u r s u i t s 

provide the i n i t i a l break from home, ajfter which i t i s nor

mally more e a s i l y accepted and often more f i n a n c i a l l y v i a b l e 

fo r such women to l i v e alone,, w h i l s t c o h a b i t a t i o n or s h a r i n g 

a house w i t h f r i e n d s a r e other o p t i o n s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , f o r 

those women without the excuse of needing to move away f o r 
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education or work, such a move i s not i n i t i a l l y e a s y . 

Improved housing c o n d i t i o n s and s m a l l e r f a m i l i e s o f t e n 

remove the m a t e r i a l j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r those women who wish 

to a c h i e v e independence from t h e i r f a m i l i e s , even i f t h e i r 

eairnings were such that they c o u l d a f f o r d to do s o . I n 

s p i t e of the g r e a t e r acceptance of women l i v i n g independently 

of t h e i r parents, such a move i s d i f f i c u l t to make without 

some apparent n e c e s s i t y and marriage remains the most common 

escape route, p r o v i d i n g an i d e o l o g i c a l l y s a t i s f y i n g reason 

f o r l e a v i n g the p a r e n t a l home. 

Whereas i n the pas t marriage appeared to o f f e r younger 

daughters fewer improvements i n terms of housing than i t d i d 

older ones, with the c u r r e n t emphasis on g r e a t e r freedom 

r a t h e r than on p h y s i c a l comforts, s i b l i n g p o s i t i o n would 

appear to o f f e r no b e n e f i t s i n t h i s r e s p e c t . Youngest daughters 

who remain at home, even w i t h more space, w i l l s t i l l not f e e l 

they have achieved independence. The b e n e f i t s which accrued 

to younger daughters who remained a t home through i n h e r i t a n c e 

have been diminished too. As N i s s e l p o i n t s out, the s t e a d i l y 

i n c r e a s i n g e x p e c t a t i o n of l i f e over the p a s t c e n t u r y and the 

more rece n t f a l l s i n the average age a t which mothers g i v e 

b i r t h have combined to d e l a y the age a t which i n h e r i t a n c e 

t a k e s p l a c e ^ ^ ^ . T h i s , added to the f a c t t h a t more women's 

parents new own t h e i r homes r a t h e r than r e n t i n g them thereby 

implying a d i v i s i o n of the proceeds of the house amongst a l l 

the c h i l d r e n of the p a r e n t s ' death, r a t h e r than a simple 
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i n h e r i t i n g of the tenancy of a rented house, means that 

l i t t l e i s gained by the l a s t c h i l d who s t a y s a t home. I t 

would appear, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t f a i l i n g some other excuse to 

get away, marriage s t i l l o f f e r s most women of working c l a s s 

o r i g i n s the most convenient s o l u t i o n to t h e i r c u r r e n t i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n of the housing problem. 

AMBITIONS AND EXPECTATIONS OF MARRIAGE 

Next, i n d i v i d u a l women's e x p e c t a t i o n s w i l l be examined 

looking a t t h e i r ambitions, t h e i r p e r c e p t i o n of t h e i r parents* 

ambitions f o r them and the degree to which marriage f e a t u r e d 

i n these e x p e c t a t i o n s and ambitions. Such am a n a l y s i s , 

b e s i d e s i n d i c a t i n g the degree to which e x p e c t a t i o n s axe 

i n f l u e n t i a l , i n d i c a t e s the changing f a c t o r s which are seen as 

a c o r o l l a r y of marriage or non-maxriage. 

The m a j o r i t y of the o l d e r women c l a i m to have had fevj 

aimbitions when they were young. Realism dominated asid t h e i r 

hopes f o r employment were shaped by r e s t r i c t e d j o b oppor

t u n i t i e s i n the town. Mrs. V*s views were t y p i c a l : 

What was thouoht the best jobs that a g i r l c o u l d do? 

Well, e i t h e r i n the m i l l , or out i n s e r v i c e , 
that was a l l . 

Did no g i r l s ever go i n t o teaching, or n u r s i n g , 
or things l i k e t h a t ? 

No, never used to hear nothing of t h a t - not then. 

Such r e a l i s m was perhaps l a r g e l y a r e f l e c t i o n of t h e i r p a r e n t s 

e x p e c t a t i o n s and needs. For i n s t a n c e Mrs. J . : 
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Did they (your p a r e n t s ) b r i n g you up to t h i n k 
that you ought to be - t h a t they'd l i k e you "to 
do some job i n p a r t i c u l a r ? 

No. 

No? 

No, no. 'Cept \vhen I l e f t s c h o o l , I got the 
job - went saw the foreman, got the j o b me 
own s e l f . 

Yes? And that was i n the m i l l ? 

Yes. 

Do you t h i n k you'd grown up always expecting 
to work i n the m i l l ? 

I didn't t h i n k I wanted to do anything e l s e . 
How old were you then? 

Well, I s t a r t e d when I was t h i r t e e n . 

Did most of your f r i e n d s l e a v e s c h o o l when you 
w e r e ~ t h i r t e e n ? ' " ' ' " 

Yes, y e s . 

Did any s t a y on l o n g e r ? 

Not very many of them. I mean they never had 
the money. 

T h i s view was endorsed by Mrs. S.: 

O yeah, your paxents was g l a d f o r you to do 
wasn't they - w a i t i n g f o r you to go. They 
a l l l e f t a t that time when I - you know -
when my time was. They a l l l e f t a t t h i r t e e n . 

As p r e v i o u s l y mentioned by Mrs. W., once g i r l s had s t a r t e d 

earning money i t was common f o r them to g i v e a l l of t h e i r 

wages to t h e i r mothers, r e c e i v i n g a s m a l l amount back as 

pocket money, u n t i l they reached a c e r t a i n age when they 

would pay board, as f o r i n s t a n c e i n Mrs. S's c a s e : 
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I paid f o r me food j u s t when I was o l d e r * 
Before t h a t I used to g i v e i t (her v/ages) up. 

So how o l d were you when you stopped g i v i n g 
i t a l l to h e r ? 

Eighteen? I can't remember when I s t a x t e d paying 
me food. I know I wasn»t very young. 

Bes i d e s c o n t r i b u t i n g to the f a m i l y income, most g i r l s were 

a l s o expected to shaxe i n the household c h o r e s , a s Mrs. J -

remembers: 

Yes, we had a good b i t of work to do when we 
went home - t h a t ' s Emily (her s i s t e r ) and 
me se 1 f . 

How much work would you have to do i n the evenings? 
How long would i t take you when you got home? 

Oh, a f t e r we had our t e a - a good hour. 

L i f e was i n no way easy f o r these young women. They gained 

l i t t l e f i n a n c i a l advantage from working hard u n t i l they 

began paying t h e i r mother a f i x e d amount of board, and the 

age a t which they began to do t h i s v a r i e d ^ ' • They saw no 

pr o s p e c t s of any change i n t h e i r work s i t u a t i o n , and experience 

and examples i n d i c a t e d to them that the only f a c t o r they 

could expect to change was t h e i r m a r i t a l s t a t u s - a s , f o r 
i n s t a n c e Mrs. V. i n d i c a t e d : 

Were you brought up b e l i e v i n g that you would 
get married? 

Wouldn't say t h a t was one of the t h i n g s - we a l l , 
my brothers and s i s t e r s - they a l l got m a r r i e d , 
got away and made a home, you know? 

When an opportunity for marriage arose, g i v e n the meagre 

a l t e r n a t i v e s most working c l a s s women could expect, i t would 

168 



appear that the options marriage o f f e r e d could be fav o u r a b l y 

viewed - added to which ther e was the a d d i t i o n a l s a t i s f y i n g 

f a c t o r that marriage g e n e r a l l y f u l f i l l e d the ivomen's and 

t h e i r p a r e n t s ' e x p e c t a t i o n s . 

At the time t h a t these women were marrying ( t h e 1920's and 

1930's) the ideology of woman as housewife was s t r o n g and, 

although poor, women often stopped working a f t e r marriage 

and devoted t h e i r time to housework. T h i s , a g a i n , appaorently 

seemed a naturcd. and r i g h t t h i n g to do, as Mrs. V. i n d i c a t e d : 

So you d i d n ' t work a f t e r you got married? 
Oh no, no. 

Were you pl e a s e d to stop working? 

Well, I never used to t h i n k about i t . Having 
s a i d t h a t , .1 don't t h i n k he would have i i k e d 
me to have gone out anyway. I had enough to do. 

Women thereby made t h e i r escape from the l i m i t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

they f a c e d a s s i n g l e women l i v i n g a t home and working i n jobs 

which appeared to be le a d i n g nowhere and took the obvious 

and expected m a r i t a l s t e p , becoming housewives i n s t e a d of 

employees. 

Whi l s t marriage seemed such aji i n e v i t a b l e and advantageous 

option f o r many women, f o r o t h e r s t h e r e were a d d i t i o n a l f a c 

t o r s f o r i t to be weighed a g a i n s t and a l t e r n a t i v e e x p e c t a t i o n s 

to be c o n s i d e r e d . As with housing, f i n a l or on l y c h i l d r e n 

b e n e f i t e d from fev/er demands on f a m i l y r e s o u r c e s : one of the 

ways i n which t h i s was made apparent was i n terms of i n c r e a s e d 
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o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r education and work. I t i s notable t h a t 

of the older women i n t e r v i e w e d the o n l y ones to have spent 

an a d d i t i o n a l year a t the C o u n c i l s c h o o l , l e a v i n g a t 

fourteen years of age i n s t e a d of the s t a t u t o r y t h i r t e e n , 

were only or l a s t daughters. Paxents o f t e n had higher 

e x p e c t a t i o n s for these c h i l d r e n . Mrs. M. f o r i n s t a n c e , an 

only c h i l d was kept on a t the C o u n c i l s c h o o l u n t i l she was 

f o u r t e e n . As she s a i d : 

my f a t h e r would have p a i d f o r me to have 
gone to Grajnmar School, but I know I shouldn't 
have done anything .«• He'd have l i k e d (me to 
do) an o f f i c e job or anything l i k e t h a t . 

VVhilst Miss H*s three o l d e r s i s t e r s l e f t school a t t h i r t e e n , 

one working i n domestic s e r v i c e and the other tv/o working i n 

the m i l l . Miss H. s t a y e d on a t s c h o o l u n t i l f o u r t e e n and 

l a t e r did dressmaking. Miss L. a l s o r e c e i v e d s p e c i a l t r e a t 

ment as the l a s t c h i l d (with a twin b r o t h e r ) and the only 

daughter: 

How old were vou when you l e f t s c h o o l ? 

Well, they took you to t h i r t e e n , then mother 
s a i d * You go on t i l you*m four t e e n - won't"do 
you any harm* ... but when I l e f t you see, 
mother thought that i n s t e a d - 'course n e a r l y 
a l l the g i r l s used to go i n the m i l l you s e e . 
Mother thought - v ; e l l , as I was the only g i r l , 
she went to a dressmaker ajid asked i f she 
would take me i n . 

A d d i t i o n a l space often became a v a i l a b l e f o r youngest daughters 

as older s i b l i n g s l e f t the home, and o f t e n p a r e n t s , v/ith t h e i r 

g r e a t e r f i n a n c i a l freedom moved to l a r g e r homes. C e r t a i n 

occupations which would p r e v i o u s l y have been i m p o s s i b l e due to 
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l a c k of space then became f e a s i b l e , as Miss i n d i c a t e d 

with regard to dressmaking. 

Then these other houses began to go up, 
and so 'course that was b e t t e r f o r me, 
because I had to have a room to do t h i n g s 
i n , you knoiv. 

Once earning, c o n d i t i o n s xvere again e a s i e r f o r the l a s t 

daughters, and they tended to have more f i n a n c i a l freedom. 

As Mrs. M. (the only daughter) remembered; 

Would you give your mother some of that money? 

No, 'cos f a t h e r s a i d 'Let her know what she can 
do with i t h e r s e l f . 

S i m i l a r l y Miss H.: 

And so you were earning three and s i x p e n c e . 
What would you do ;\d.th i t ? 

Well we weren't too bad o f f then. Sometimes 
I used to give i t up, but sometimes they used to 
say, w e l l you keep i t you know, have i t f o r 
spending money. 

With fewer people i n the house, these women's housework d u t i e s 

were l e s s onerous and o f t e n would seem a f a i r c o n t r i b u t i o n f o r 

the b e n e f i t s they r e c e i v e d i n r e t u r n , a s , f o r i n s t a n c e , i n the 

case of Miss C., who was born i n 1912, and was the youngest 

daughter of seven c h i l d r e n (she had one younger b r o t h e r ) . 

Whereas i n the p a s t she and a l l of her s i s t e r s had had t h e i r 

housework chores a l l o c a t e d to them as p a r t of a s t r i c t regime, 

as she reached her t w e n t i e s and was the only daughter l i v i n g 

a t home, she and her mother shared the housework i n a way 

which seemed advantageous to both of them. 
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And v/hat time d i d vou come home? 

L e f t work again h a l f - p a s t f i v e , and I got 
home a g a i n about s i x o ' c l o c k a t n i g h t . 

And would your mother have cooked something 
f o r vou? 

Oh yes I And you see, she would have a cooked 
meal ready f o r me then. 

Miss C. spent p a r t of Sunday h e l p i n g her mother w i t h house
work and cooking: 

But during the week you d i d n ' t have to do housework? 

Oh no, w e l l I d i d n ' t have the time you see 
( l a u g h t e r ) . W e l l , when I used to come home, 
nig h t - t i m e s , l i k e I say, e s p e c i a l l y Monday 
n i g h t s , i f i t ' d been a dry day, or - yes, 
might have been Tuesday - I used to s t a n d and 
do a l l the i r o n i n g . You see, mum used to do 
a l l the washing up by day when I was away, 
and i f i t ' d been a dry day^^^^. ̂ I^'ji^do^the,, _ 

~ i r ofTing. ' ' 

When both par e n t s and daughters were d e r i v i n g b e n e f i t s from 
the s i t u a t i o n whereby the daughter remained a t home th e r e was 
l e s s p r e s s u r e to look f o r change. B e s i d e s , and perhaps 
because of t h i s , i t appears t h a t marriage was not always seen 
as so i n e v i t a b l e f o r youngest or only daughters a ^ i t had 
been f o r old e r s i b l i n g s . 

Miss D,, f o r example, was born i n 1898, and was the l a s t of 

four c h i l d r e n , a l l of whom married. Her mother's e3cpectations 

were somewhat d i f f e r e n t f o r her however: 
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Do you think your mother brought you up 
expecting you to be married? 

No, I don't t h i n k she d i d . No, she used to 
t e l l me sometimes, r e a l l y , not to get married 
She didn^t t h i n k I was strong enough, 'cos I 
used to get b i l i o u s a t t a c k s every weekend 
neairly. 

S i m i l a r l y , Miss H. , born i n 1905, was the youngest of f i v e 

c h i l d r e n . She too seems to have been i n f l u e n c e d by the 

rat h e r d i f f e r e n t e x p e c t a t i o n s which surrounded h e r : 

Do you t h i n k your mother wanted you to marry? 

I don't t h i n k so, no. 

What about your f a t h e r ? 

He didn ' t mind, but a l l the r e s t got married. 

Miss H. expressed her view of marriage as f o l l o w s : 

I never r e a l l y wanted to get married. 

How old do you t h i n k you were when you decided t h a t ? 

Well, I wouldn't l i k e to say r e a l l y . I wanted -
l a t e r on i n l i f e I wanted i t both ways r e a l l y , 
you see, I wanted c h i l d r e n . I would l i k e , I 
l i k e babies and I l i k e c h i l d r e n , but - I t h i n k 
my c a r e e r was f o r me you know. I used to be a 
b i t of a sav e r , you know. I s t a r t e d s a v i n g money 
when I - as soon as I could. Thripenny b i t s 
I s t a r t e d s aving w i t h - l i t t l e s i l v e r t h r i p e n n y 
b i t s ... and s t a r t e d s a v i n g then, and t h a t ' s 
what I r e a l l y wanted, I wanted to be independent 
more or l e s s , you know. 

The circumstances surrounding these women were d i f f e r e n t 

from those surrounding the p r e v i o u s l y mentioned women v/ho 

married ( a l l of whom were e l d e s t or middle d a u g h t e r s ) . As 

the f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e progressed the p o s i t i o n became more 

favourable f o r the younger c h i l d r e n i n terms of m a t e r i a l com-
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f o r t s , education, j o b o p p o r t u n i t i e s and f i n a n c e . D i f f e r e n t 

e x p e c t a t i o n s and ambitions surrounded t h e s e daughters, and 

they grew up i n a world where escape to married l i f e v/as not 

seen as i n e v i t a b l e , e s s e n t i a l , or even d e s i r a b l e . Without 

the p r e s s u r e s which made o l d e r s i s t e r s l e a v e home as soon as 

was reasonable, these women had the time and the opportunity 

to develop i n t e r e s t s and e x p e c t a t i o n s other than maxriage; 

t h e i r work o f t e n took on more meaning, ajid they v a l u e d the 

money and independence i t brought them. 

Freed from the n e c e s s i t y to look f o r a l t e r n a t i v e s to t h e i r 

c u r r e n t l i f e s t y l e , t h e s e women appear to have l e d t h e i r 

l i v e s unconcerned w i t h thoughts of marriage. For some, l i k e 

Miss H., t h i s may have been a c o n s c i o n s _ d e c i s i p n , f o r . o t h e r s 

i t seems to have been due to the absence of any f e e l i n g of 

urgency to co n s i d e r marriage. U n l i k e the c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n 

where women are aware of a marriageable age b r a c k e t o u t s i d e 

of which i t i s f a r l e s s l i k e l y that a woman w i l l marry, such 

a notion seemed i r r e l e v a n t a t the beginning of the ce n t u r y , 

and there seems to have been no p a r t i c u l a r age a t which women 

were confronted with the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t i f they d i d not 
marry soon they would j e o p a r d i s e t h e i r l a t e r marriage 

(9) 
chances^ Miss D. f o r example, l i v e d w i t h her bro t h e r i n 
London from the age of t h i r t y - f o u r onwards. As she saiid: 

There was a widowed man up there - they used 
to t e l l me, why d i d n ' t I hook myself onto him, 
but never thought of i t I 
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You didn't want t o? 

I had me brother, see, and t h a t ' s a l l I 
thought about. Yes, never thought about i t 

Miss C. too, seemed to have been unconcerned with thoughts 

of marriage i n her account of her younger working days: 

... i n they days you was goin' round with 
anybody and everybody, i n a way of speaking 
y'see. Used to go B u c k f a s t l e i g h dancing 
of the weekend. Well - used to come i n with 
one p a l t h i s week, and next week t h e r e ' d be 
somebody d i f f e r e n t . I never s e t t l e d w ith 
anybody, at th a t age you see - i t was anybody, 
y'know (laught e r ) . 

I t would appear that b e s i d e s f e e l i n g no urgent m a t e r i a l 

pressure to marry, these women were not e s p e c i a l l y awaure of 

any s o c i a l need to do so e i t h e r . 

In comparison with the olde r group of women, the younger ones 

grew up with a f a r wider range of ambitions f o r t h e i r working 

l i v e s , and the m a j o r i t y r e c e i v e d support and encouragement 

from t h e i r p a r e n t s . For i n s t a n c e . Miss G,, born i n 1949, 
f i r s t of four c h i l d r e n : 

As you were growing up, do you t h i n k your p a r e n t s 
ever had ideas of what they'd l i k e you to do when 
you grew up? 

I don't think so - w e l l , I don't t h i n k so. They 
were always keen f or us to do w e l l , they gave us 
l o t s of encouragement, you know, they s a i d , w e l l 
i f you get on a t s c h o o l , you know, y o u ' l l get a 
good job, and so on ••• 

S i m i l a r l y , Mrs. T., born i n 1954, w i t h two younger b r o t h e r s : 
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I chose to be a h a i r d r e s s e r when I l e f t s c h o o l . 
I don't say that was the c a r e e r my mum wanted me 
to do, but she helped from the minute I s a i d 
t h a t ' s what I wanted - must have been about 
t h i r t e e n I suppose i t was - she helped me s o r t 
of get a Saturday morning job, got me decent 
shoes to wear, you know ... she s a i d i f t h a t ' s 
what you want to do then you've got to do i t 
p r o p e r l y , so I had to go to c o l l e g e , day-
r e l e a s e , you know, to l e a x n - which meant my 
mum and dad had to keep me then f o r t h r e e , 
\ v e l l , t h r e e y e a r s w h i l e I did my a p p r e n t i c e s h i p . 

Ne v e r t h e l e s s , none of t h i s encouragement of, and i n t e r e s t i n 

employment m i t i g a t e d a g a i n s t an e x p e c t a t i o n of marriage. 

A l l of the younger women i n t e r v i e w e d s a i d t h a t t h e i r p a r e n t s 

expected them to marry, f o r i n s t a n c e , Mrs. T. : 

Do you t h i n k they brought you up e x p e c t i n g vou to 
get married? 

Yes. 

And did you always grow up t h i n k i n g you were 
going to get married? 

Yes, yes, - and a church wedding. 

A high e v a l u a t i o n of the importance of work f o r women was 

t h e r e f o r e not seen as incompatible with an a n t i c i p a t i o n o f 

marriage. Mrs. T. summed t h i s up n e a t l y l a t e r i n the i n t e r 

view : 

So i f vou look back over your l i f e , what do you 
thi n k were the main - the b i g g e s t d e c i s i o n s t h a t 
you'VQ made? 

What I was going to do for a job and who I was 
going to marry, I suppose. 

B u s f i e l d and Paddon c l a i m that i n r e c e n t times the p r e s s u r e to 

marry i n order to e s t a b l i s h a worthwhile and reputable s o c i a l 
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i d e n t i t y has i n c r e a s e d due to the f a c t t h a t marriage i s 

now held to be compatible with most oc c u p a t i o n s . Work, 

th e r e f o r e , i s no longer an a l t e r n a t i v e to marriage for women, 

but i s reduced to a subordinate to marriage and f a m i l y 

life(l°). 

The options f o r these younger women who l e f t s c h o o l i n the 

1960's and 1970's were very d i f f e r e n t from those a f f e c t i n g 

the older women. L a t e r s c h o o l i n g and a wider range of 

p o s s i b l e j o b s i n f l u e n c e d t h e i r own and t h e i r p a r e n t s ^ a t t i 

tudes towards work, whatever t h e i r f a m i l y p o s i t i o n . Even 

those women who f e l t t h a t they had never r e c e i v e d s u f f i c i e n t 

help or encouragement and never found work they wanted, 

s t i l l expressed a greater degree of awareness regarding j o b 

c h o i c e s and the r i g h t to f i n d some s a t i s f a c t i o n from work. 

As was i n d i c a t e d when d i s c u s s i n g housing, higher standards 

of l i v i n g and s m a l l e r f a m i l i e s meant t h a t daughters l i v i n g a t 

home paid moderate housekeeping a l l o w a n c e s and were expected 

to do l i t t l e or no housework. The demands on t h e i r time and 

money were r e l a t i v e l y l i g h t . Compared w i t h the s i t u a t i o n i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h e a r l i e r t h i s century then, women's chances of 

choosing a job, l i v i n g i n reasonable comfort and having some 

degree of freedom of time and money ar e c o n s i d e r a b l y g r e a t e r , 

whatever t h e i r s i b l i n g p o s i t i o n or m a r i t a l s t a t u s . Such 

i s s u e s t h e r e f o r e no longer f e a t u r e prominently i n d e c i s i o n s 

as to whether to marry or not marry^"^^^. 
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EMOTIONAL SECURITY OR INDEPENDENCE 

One r e c u r r i n g f a c t o r i n the younger women's c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

of marriage or non-marriage was the notion of emotional 

s e c u r i t y . Mrs. I . , for instemce, who a t twenty-two d i v o r c e d 

her husband s a i d t h a t a t that stage she was s t i l l looking 

for s t a b i l i t y : 

So do you t h i n k you're s t i l l l ooking f o r 
s t a b i l i t y now? 

I think I've found i t now, on my own. Yes, I 
f e e l over the past year, I've been much more 
independent, s e l f - c o n f i d e n t , s e l f - r e l i a n t . 
You know, i n f a c t I don't t h i n k I've got a l o t 
of time f o r anyone e l s e now. 

And do you t h i n k , when you look i n the f u t u r e , 
do you t h i n k you'd l i k e to get married a g a i n ? 

I - not f o r a long time. I t h i n k I w i l l 
e v e n t u a l l y , but my way of t h i n k i n g w i l l have to 
change before I do, I don't want amy h a s s l e 
about i t - I ' l l have to stop being so s e l f i s h 
( l a u g h t e r ) . 

Miss B. faced a s i m i l a r dilemma. Although she f e l t compelled 

at the age of s i x t e e n to comply with the ideology of mar

r i a g e she had grown up w i t h and became engaged to her b o y f r i e n d , 

she l a t e r broke t h i s o f f , and now f e l t t h a t marriage was 

becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y u n l i k e l y : 

So do you t h i n k your parents brought you up 
expecting you to get married? 

I don't know - I - I suppose i t was t h e r e , y e s. 

And do you t h i n k you expected to get married? 

Yes, I suppose we a l l d id i n a way. 
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So do you t h i n k noiv that you'd l i k e to marry 
somebody? 

Not y e t , I'm not ready f o r t h a t - i n f a c t as the 
yea r s go by I'm g e t t i n g f a r too independent and 
too dominating i n my own c h a r a c t e r ( l a u g h t e r ) 
to be, or want to be dominated by anyone e l s e 
I t h i n k ... 

Miss G. ailso mentioned independence: 

So what do you see as the advantages of being 
s i n g l e ? 

I suppose being more independent 

She, however, i l l u s t r a t e d changing views w i t h age: 

How do you f e e l about marrying now, do you f e e l 
i t ' s something you want to do? 

No, I don't t h i n k , w e l l , I don't know - I suppose 
the only t h i n g t h a t w o r r i e s me a b i t i s , when I 
get o l d ( l a u g h t e r ) , you know - a f t e r p a r e n t s d i e 
and so on, t h e r e wouldn''t be anybody t h a t - you 
know, X don't want to be l e f t by myself, but 
then on the other hand, a t the moment I'm q u i t e 
content vrLth the way t h i n g s a r e . 

Yes, and do you t h i n k you've alivays f e l t l i k e t h a t ? 

No, I suppose when I was i n my e a x l y t w e n t i e s I 
thought i t would be n i c e to get married, but, 
w e l l , i t ' s worked out q u i t e w e l l on i t ' s own, you 
know, I'm q u i t e contented a t the moment, but 
what I ' l l f e e l l i k e when I'm about sdLxty I don't 
know ( l a u g h t e r ) . 

Miss B. a l s o expressed a wish f o r marriage ' i n the end 

I t h i n k t h a t ' s what X want i n the end, I meam 
b a s i c a l l y everybody does, I mean o l d age can be 
very l o n e l y i f you haven't got company .., 

So when you say ' I n the end', how f a r ahead do 
you thi n k you're looking? 

Probably in t o my f o r t i e s , l a t e t h i r t i e s . I t h i n k 
t h a t ' s the time when you f e e l t h a t you need 
that l i t t l e b i t e x t r a s e c u r i t y . 
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Each of these women valu e t h e i r independence and see i t as 

a f a c t o r of t h e i r unmarried s t a t u s . Much of the d e c i s i o n 

as to whether to marry or not marry seems to hinge around 

a balance between independence and s e c u r i t y . When young 

women a r e f i r s t f a c e d w i t h the a d u l t world and the general 

e x p e c t a t i o n that they w i l l take t h e i r p l a c e i n i t through 

marriage, the ideology which l i n k s marriage w i t h s t a b i l i t y 

and s e c u r i t y a p p a r e n t l y makes marriage seem the obvious next 

s t e p . I t would appear, however, that once women have escaped 

the i n i t i a l p r e s s u r e to marry and have e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r own 

i d e n t i t y they are f r e e to r e - a s s e s s and become r e l u c t a n t to 

submerge t h e i r i d e n t i t y i n marriage, s e e i n g independence as 

being i n f i r m opposition to marriage. N e v e r t h e l e s s , the 

ideology r e t a i n s i t s pcxverful hold. I n s p i t e of the un

married women's c u r r e n t s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e i r l i v e s , the 

sp e c t r e of i n s e c u r i t y i n the f u t u r e a g a i n conuures up the 

notion of marriage to d i s p e l i t . Being p r e s e n t e d as the 

ant i d o t e to l o n e l i n e s s and i s o l a t i o n the i m p l i c a t i o n i s th a t 

whenever l i f e alone appears u n s a t i s f a c t o r y and i n s e c u r e , 

marriage w i l l r e s o l v e the problem. 

FACTORS MITIGATING AGAINST MARRIAGE 

Having considered some of the i s s u e s which make marriage or 

non-marriage appear favourable to i n d i v i d u a l women, i t must 

be acknowledged that o t h e r s f a c e p e r s o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s which 

would seem to reduce t h e i r chances of marriage; these too 

need i n v e s t i g a t i o n . l̂ ĥen c o n s i d e r i n g the older women i t i s 
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c l e a r that t h e i r parents* views were very i n f l u e n t i a l . 

R e s t r i c t i v e piarents could a f f e c t a daughter's chances of 

meurriage d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y . One example of d i r e c t 

i n t e r v e n t i o n i s that of Mrs. M., who was born i n 1902. 

Being an only c h i l d her f a t h e r had great ambitions f o r her, 

but these d i d not appear to i n c l u d e marriage: 

Do you t h i n k your parents wanted you to marry? 

Well, I t h i n k my mother f e l t she would l i k e to 
f e e l that I had someone, as I d i d n ' t have any 
b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s -

So d i d you t e l l your mother about your b o y f r i e n d 
as soon as you met him? 

Well, no, because f a t h e r wasn't q u i t e agreeable 
... I was a f r a i d to take home my young man when 
I was twenty-one. 

Following constant complaints and problems r a i s e d by Mrs. M's 

f a t h e r , her b o y f r i e n d . B i l l , e v e n t u a l l y emigrated to 

A u s t r a l i a . During t h i s time she made f r i e n d s w i t h another 

man who was i n the A i r Force. As she s a i d : 

So i n the end I had a l e t t e r from both of them. 
B i l l wrote and t h i s other one, and f a t h e r had 
to come home and saw the two l e t t e r s . And 
fat h e r s a i d 'This'11 have to s t o p ' - 'course 
I was near up to twenty-six then, and I s a i d 
'What do you mean - have to s t o p ? ' . He s a i d 
'Two l e t t e r s there f o r you', so I s a i d 'Two?' 
He s a i d 'Yes, and I know where one comes from', 
'cause was an A u s t r a l i a n stamp. So, 'Oh', I 
s a i d , ' F i n i s h w i t h both of 'em i f i t s l i k e t h a t ' -

Mrs. M. d i d w r i t e l e t t e r s to both men ending the r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 

but some time l a t e r B i l l - the o r i g i n a l b o y f r i e n d - wrote 

back, returned from A u s t r a l i a and married her. By t h i s time, 

however, Mrs. M. was t h i r t y - t h r e e and c l e a r l y her f a t h e r ' s 
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wishes had i n f l u e n c e d and almost t h r e a t e n e d her marriage 

chances. 

Other parents i n f l u e n c e d t h e i r daughters' l i v e s i n more s u b t l e 

ways. O p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r meeting p o s s i b l e p a r t n e r s have a l 

ready been d i s c u s s e d , but i f a woman's l i f e s t y l e was such 

that these o p p o r t u n i t i e s were minimised, marriage became l e s s 

l i k e l y . Miss L. was born i n 1904 and had one olde r and one 

twin b r o t h e r . She grew up f e e l i n g t h a t she was d i f f e r e n t 

from them and d i f f e r e n t from other g i r l s . 

I was very shy. I was a b i t l i k e t h a t . 
My brother was d i f f e r e n t - he'd go out and 
make f r i e n d s , and they used to l i k e him ... 

So who would you p l a y w i t h ? 

Well, I don't t h i n k , 'cause I was v e r y shy 
you know. 

Miss L. appears to have spent much of her childhood with her 

mother, who encouraged her to s t a y a t home: 

... mother, she was always s a y i n g , now come 
home - don't you be long now - you come home-

On the s t r e n g t h of her mother's w i s h e s Miss L. l e f t s c h o o l 

at f o u r t e e n and became a dressmaker. She l e a r n t dressmaking 

i n Bath f o r a short w h i l e (ivith someone formerly from 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h ) but returned to Buckf a s t l e i g h ajfter t h r e e 

months, l a r g e l y for her mother's s a k e : 

'Course I was the only g i r l you see, and then 
mother was always v / r i t i n g ( l e t t e r s ) , but she 
used to get t e r r i b l e headaches. I thi n k she was 
glad when I s a i d I was going to come home .•. 
'cause I knew mother \vasn't too - you know - she 
wasn't very w e l l a t times. 
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Had you made a l o t of f r i e n d s i n B a t h ? 

No, I didn»t, I was a l i t t l e b i t on t h e -
a b i t l i k e t h a t ... I had one young man 
t h a t came up and w a l k e d w i t h me ... but 
you know, n e v e r made a s o r t o f - you know -
»cause I d i d n ' t f e e l t h a t I was g o i n g t o 
s t a y t h e r e a l t o g e t h e r , you s e e . 

Having narrowed h e r h o r i z o n s by r e t u r n i n g t o B u c k f a s t l e i g h , 

M i s s L ' s l i f e was even f u r t h e r r e s t r i c t e d b e c a u s e of h e r 

work. Not o n l y d i d i t keep h e r a t home, but i t a l s o 

f o s t e r e d h e r f e e l i n g s o f n e r v o u s n e s s , s h y n e s s , a n d d i f f e r e n c e 

from o t h e r g i r l s : 

... o f c o u r s e w i t h me and my s e w i n g , I 
had t o be home to do t h i n g s , s e e . 

So you wou l d n ' t go out w i t h t h e p e o p l e from 
B u c k f a s t i n t h e e v e n i n g ? 

No, I n e v e r d i d much. I d o n ' t know, knew 
them, but you s e e p ' r a p s I ' d be s e w i n g i n 
the e v e n i n g . They l i k e d to be out i n t h e 
e v e n i n g s • 

Mis s L ' s f a t h e r e n c o u r a g e d her to f i n d work i n t h e m i l l , 

agai-nst h e r m o t h e r ' s w i s h e s : 

I went down w i t h a f r i e n d to t h e m i l l t o see 
i t ... but ' I c o u l d not beao: t h e s e w h e e l s g o i n g 
up and o v e r . I s a i d I s h o u l d n e v e r f e e l - w i t h 
t h o s e w h e e l s l i k e t h a t • - made me n e r v o u s ..• 
Now t h e g i r l s t h a t worked down t h e r e , ' c o u r s e I 
was q u i e t e r i n t a l k i n g you s e e , b u t t h e s e g i r l s 
- n i c e g i r l s some o f them - but t h e y would t a l k 
so l o u d you know. 

L a t e r on. M i s s L ' s p r o t e c t i v e mother e x e r t e d f u r t h e r i n f l u e n c e 

over her l i f e by t a k i n g o v e r her f i n a j i c i a l a f f a i r s : 
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Would you g i v e a l l t h e money t o y o u r mother 
or would you keep i t y o u r s e l f ? 

She d i d n ' t t a k e much money from me a t t h e 
b e g i n n i n g , but t h e n she s a i d , i f you 
g i v e me so much I ' l l p u t i t back f o r you, 
not to be a l w a y s s p e n d i n g i t , you s e e ... 
I d i d n ' t u s e d t o go i n t o B u c k f a s t l e i g h l i k e 
t h e ( o t h e r ) g i r l s would go e v e r y n i g h t . 
W e l l t h e n t h e y ' d a l w a y s s p e n d i t on s o m e t h i n g 
and I n e v e r d i d b e c a u s e I n e v e r h a n d l e d t h e 
money l i k e t h e y d i d you s e e . 'Cause t h e y 
had t h e money down i n t h e m i l l . 

T h e r e f o r e , by e m p h a s i s i n g h e r oivn i l l n e s s and f o s t e r i n g h e r 

d a u g h t e r ' s f e e l i n g s o f s h y n e s s and n e r v o u s n e s s . M i s s L ' s 

mother r e s t r i c t e d h e r d a u g h t e r ' s l i f e i n s u c h a way t h a t she 

s u c c e e d e d i n k e e p i n g h e r a t home-

M i s s H's p a r e n t s f o l l o w e d a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n , a s M i s s H. 

i n d i c a t e d : 

Some l e f t ( s c h o o l ) a t t h i r t e e n you know, but 
t h e y ( h e r p a r e n t s ) more o r l e s s w a nted t o keep 
me you know, s o r t o f home l i k e . V-Jhen I was 
coming up the r e s t o f 'em was gone you s e e , 
and t h e i r i d e a was t o keep me home I t h i n k , ais 
lo n g a s p o s s i b l e . F o r company and t h a t . 

Hotv d i d vou p a s s vour t i me 

W e l l I l e a r n e d d r e s s m a k i n g ... But I , I w a s n ' t 
f o n d o f d r e s s m a k i n g a t a l l , i t was o n l y j u s t t o , 
s o r t of keep me home I t h i n k t h a t I went t h e r e 
... Norman had l e f t and g o t m a r r i e d and t h e two 
e l d e r s i s t e r s got m a r r i e d you s e e , and we were a 
s m a l l f a m i l y then - and s h e ( h e r m o t h e r ) was 
g e t t i n g q u i t e n e r v o u s t h e n . 

I l l n e s s on t h e p a x t of t h e d a u g h t e r o r t h e p a r e n t s seems to 

be a r e c u r r e n t theme of t h o s e d a u g h t e r s who r e m a i n e d a t 
(12 ) 

home^ M i s s C , though she 'never s e t t l e d w i t h anybody' 

i n h e r e a r l y t w e n t i e s d i d meet a man who s h e wainted to m a r r y 
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when i n h e r l a t e t h i r t i e s . By t h i s s t a g e h w e v e r , she f e l t 

c ommitted t o c a r i n g f o r h e r p a r e n t s , b o t h o f whom were 

u n w e l l : 

And I s a i d , i f I got m a r r i e d I s h a l l have to 
go up to London to l i v e b e c a u s e o f h i s work 
was i n London ..« A l l t h e r e s t was m a r r i e d 
- me younger b r o t h e r was i n t h e A i r F o r c e 
and I was the o n l y one home. And I thought 

• t o m y s e l f , w e l l , i f I got m a r r i e d , and h e r e * s 
mam b l i n d and dad - oh he had t o g i v e up work 
th r o u g h a r t h r i t i s i n h i s l e g . V J e l l t h e n I s a i d , 
I a r e n ' t g o i n g t o g e t m a r r i e d , I ' d s t a y home. 
I f e l t i t my d u t y to s t a y t h e r e , you s e e . 

A l l o f t h e s e women were o n l y o r f i n a l d a u g h t e r s . Seen i n 

t h i s l i g h t i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t w h i l s t younger d a u g h t e r s 

r e c e i v e d more m a t e r i a l a d v a n t a g e s t h a n t h e e a r l i e r c h i l d r e n , 

t h e y s i m u l t a n e o u s l y had g r e a t e r demands p l a c e d on t h e m ^ ^ ^ . 

The p a r e n t s ' e y e s were no l o n g e r f o c u s s e d on t h e p r o b l e m s o f 

s u r v i v a l u n t i l t he c h i l d r e n had l e f t s c h o o l , but r a t h e r on 

t h e i r own problems o f oncoming o l d age w i t h t h e i n h e r e n t 

i s s u e s o f p o v e r t y , i l l n e s s and l o n e l i n e s s . The r o l e of t h e 

youn g e s t d a u g h t e r was t h e r e f o r e not to s o l v e i m m e d i a t e f i n a n 

c i a l p r o b l e m s , but r a t h e r to p r o v i d e c o m p a n i o n s h i p and c a r e . 

Some d a u g h t e r s appear t o have g i v e n t h i s unprompted, w h i l s t 

o t h e r s seem t o have been a l m o s t c o e r c e d i n t o i t . V\/hichever 

way i t happened, i t seems f a r more l i k e l y t o have a f f e c t e d 

the y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r . (Some y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r s who r e m a i n e d 

a t home d i d end up s u p p o r t i n g t h e i r p a r e n t s f i n a n c i a l l y , but 

t h i s g e n e r a l l y d i d not happen u n t i l t h e p a r e n t s w e r e c o n 

s i d e r a b l y o l d e r ) . 
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The c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n i s l e s s c o n s t r a i n i n g . A l l t h e young 

women i n t e r v i e w e d worked o u t s i d e o f t h e i r homes when young 

and a l l o f them had a r e a s o n a b l e d e g r e e o f f r e e d o m i n t h e i r 

t e e n s a n d t w e n t i e s t o go o u t w i t h o t h e r g i r l s a n d b o y s . 

E v e n t h e women who c l a i m t h a t t h e i r p a r e n t s w e r e s t r i c t do 

not f e e l t h a t t h e i r p a x e n t s were u n d u l y r e s t r i c t i n g , j u s t 

t h a t t h e i r p a r e n t s * c a u t i o n was an e x p r e s s i o n of c a r e , a s 

f o r i n s t a n c e i n t h e c a s e o f Mrs. T. v/hen s h e was a g e d 

s i x t e e n t o e i g h t e e n : 

... i t was s t r i c t - i t was a l w a y s - I 
suppose l i k e most c a r i n g mums, U\^o a r e 
you g o i n g w i t h ? where a r e you g o i n g ? 
what a r e you d o i n g ? w h e r e ? when a r e you 
coming home? how a r e you g e t t i n g home?* 
( l a u g h t e r ) . You know, you u s e d t o have 
t h i s t h i r d d e g r e e b e f o r e you*d gone o u t s i d e 
t h e d o o r . 

O t h e r t h a n t h e c o n c e r n w h i c h p a r e n t s f e l t f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

none o f t h e women's p a r e n t s seem to have w i s h e d t o p r e v e n t 

t h e i r d a u g h t e r s from f i n d i n g t h e i r own freedom and m e e t i n g 

p o t e n t i a l p a r t n e r s - a m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t h e i r e x p r e s s e d 

d e s i r e s t h a t t h e i r d a u g h t e r s s h o u l d m a r r y . O l d a g e amongst 

the p a r e n t s i s a l s o c u r r e n t l y f a c e d i n d i f f e r e n t ways. One 

of t h e c h a n g e s i s d e m o g r a p h i c : b e c a u s e women m a r r y and have 

c h i l d r e n a t an e a r l i e r a ge, have s m a l l e r f a m i l i e s and l i v e 

l o n g e r , t h o u g h t s of o l d age a r e l i k e l y t o be f a r t h e r removed 

from t h e p a r e n t s ' minds when t h e yo u n g e s t d a u g h t e r i s c o n 

s i d e r i n g m a r r i a g e t h a n wa^ the c a s e f o r t h e o l d e r women's 

p a r e n t s . 

186 



o t h e r c h a n g e s a r e s i g n i f i c a n t t o o . U n l i k e t h e s i t u a t i o n 

a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h i s c e n t u r y , o l d age d o e s n o t b r i n g so 

many f i n a n c i a l a n x i e t i e s . E v e n f o r p a r e n t s who do not 

f e e l f i n a n c i a l l y s e c u r e , t h e r e i s r e a s s u r a n c e i n t h e f a c t 

t h a t a l l i n d i v i d u a l s a x e a f f o r d e d p r o t e c t i o n by t h e W e l f a r e 

S t a t e and t h i s f r e e s c h i l d r e n from t o t a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

B e t t e r h e a l t h c a r e , d i f f e r e n t h o u s i n g s t a n d a r d s , l e s s 

r e l i a n c e on f a j n i l y s u p p o r t and more e m p h a s i s on t h e freedom 

and o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f t h e younger g e n e r a t i o n have a l l c r e a t e d 

a d i f f e r e n t n o t i o n o f how f a x d a u g h t e r l y d u t i e s e x t e n d . 

None o f t h e women i n t e r v i e w e d f e l t t h a t t h e y c o u l d , or 

s h o u l d , l i v e w i t h t h e i r p a r e n t s xvhen t h e y grew o l d , though 

a l l e x p r e s s e d f e e l i n g s o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and c o n c e r n . M i s s 

G. f o r example, d i d not f e e l t h a t s h e would be e x p e c t e d t o 

a l t e r h e r h o u s i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r h e r p a r e n t s : 

I d o n ' t f e e l t h a t I would e v e r r e a l l y want 
t o - t o go and l i v e w i t h them a g a i n , you 
know, when i t got to t h e s t a g e p e r h a p s when 
t h e y ' d got too o l d to l o o k a f t e r t h e m s e l v e s , 
but ... I don't t h i n k I ' d want them t o come 
and l i v e w i t h me. But I c a n s e e a s i t u a t i o n 
where I ' d go out and cook meals and - you 
know - cook f o r them and do t h i n g s l i k e t h a t , 
r a t h e r t h a n a c t u a l l y t h e y l i v e i v i t h me o r I 
l i v e w i t h them. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e was c o n c e n s u s t h a t i t i s g e n e r a l l y t h e 

youngest d a u g h t e r who c a r r i e s t h e most r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , a s 

Mrs. A. i n d i c a t e d : 
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IVhat would happen t o y o u r mother do you t h i n k ? 

I don't know - I t h i n k H e l e n , t h a t ' s my 
youngest s i s t e r , s h e ' d p r o b a b l y take t h e 
b r u n t of i t , 

I s s h e m a r r i e d ? 

( n o ) ... s h e ' s s o r t o f t h e c l o s e s t , b e i n g 
the youngest a s w e l l , I suppose - l a s t t o 
l e a v e home and e v e r y t h i n g - s h e ' s been more 
i n v o l v e d w i t h them, more i n t i m a t e l y . I'm 
more on t h e o u t s i d e o f i t you know. 

I n t h i s r e s p e c t t h e r e f o r e , t h e you n g e s t d a u g h t e r c o n t i n u e s 

to p l a y a p a r t i c u l a r r o l e w i t h i n t h e f a m i l y , o f t e n c a r r y i n g 

a d d i t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . S u ch d u t i e s however, a r e c o n 

s i d e r a b l y l e s s l i k e l y t o i n f l u e n c e t h e d a u g h t e r ' s m a r r i a g e 

c h a n c e s , and t h i s w ould a c c o r d w i t h t h e p a r e n t s ' w i s h e s . 

The p o s i t i o n f o r t h e o l d e r women was d i f f e r e n t . F o r t h e i r 

p a r e n t s i t was a d v a j i t a g e o u s to keep a d a u g h t e r a t home and, 

whether c o n t e m p l a t e d o r n o t , t h e p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t t h i s w ould 

mean a l i f e o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e was more r e a d i l y a c c e p t e d t h a n 

i t would be tod a y . The q u e s t i o n n a i r e c a r r i e d o u t i n t h e town 

s u p p o r t e d t h e s e f i n d i n g s . None o f the t w e n t y - f i v e women 

i n t e r v i e w e d who were aged u n d e r f o r t y - f i v e h a d p a r e n t s l i v i n g 

w i t h them (though t h r e e u n m a r r i e d women aged o v e r t w e n t y - f i v e 

were found l i v i n g w i t h p a r e n t s ) w h i l s t f i v e out o f t h e t e n 

o l d e r women who were i n t e r v i e w e d i n d e p t h had b e e n c a r i n g f o r 

t h e i r p a r e n t s by t h a t a g e , and twenty p e r c e n t o f t h e women 

c u r r e n t l y aged o v e r f o r t y - f i v e on whom t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e was 

use d , e i t h e r noiv o r i n t h e p a s t had accommodated t h e i r p a r e n t s 

T hose who had c a r e d f o r t h e i r p a r e n t s i n t h e p a s t o f t e n had 
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begun to do so w e l l belov/ t h e age o f f o r t y , d e m o n s t r a t i n g 

c h a n g i n g p a t t e r n s o f c a r i n g f o r t h e e l d e r l y . 

S t a t i s t i c s from t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e a l s o i n d i c a t e d t h e 

r e l e v a n c e of s i b l i n g p o s i t i o n f o r m a r i t a l s t a t u s , a p p a r e n t l y 

c o n f i r m i n g t h e n o t i o n t h a t y o u n g e s t and o n l y d a u g h t e r s a r e 

l e s s l i k e l y t o marry. Of t h e e l e v e n s i n g l e women i n t e r v i e w e d 

aged o v e r t w e n t y - f i v e , two were f i r s t d a u g h t e r s a n d n i n e 

youngest d a u g h t e r s , w h i l s t o f t h o s e women who w e r e , or had 

been m a r r i e d s i x t e e n p e r c e n t were y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r s , 

t w e l v e p e r c e n t o n l y c h i l d r e n , and o f t h e r e m a i n i n g s i x t y 

p e r c e n t f o r t y - t w o p e r c e n t were m i d d l e d a u g h t e r s and 

e i g h t e e n per c e n t f i r s t d a u g h t e r s . F i g u r e s were t o o s m a l l 

to p e r m i t any f u r t h e r breaJcdov/n by age, b u t t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s 

would appeax to be t h a t s m a l l e r f a m i l i e s and h i g h e r s t a n d a r d s 

o f l i v i n g have r e d u c e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f s i b l i n g p o s i t i o n a s 

a f a c t o r i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e l i k e l i h o o d o f m a r r i a g e f o r women. 

CONCLUSION 

The o v e r a l l i m p r e s s i o n g a i n e d from e x a m i n i n g t h e s e women's 

l i v e s i s t h a t m a r r i a g e o r n o n - m a r r i a g e i s a r e s u l t o f a 

b a l a j i c i n g out of o p t i o n s on e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e m a r i t a l f e n c e . 

L o o k i n g a t t h e o l d e r women, i n s i t u a t i o n s where s i n g l e l i f e 

o f f e r e d few o f t h e f a c t o r s t h e women c o n s i d e r e d i m p o r t a n t 

but m a r r i a g e d i d , t h e e q u a t i o n was not a d i f f i c u l t one t o 

b a l a n c e out and m a r r i a g e was a n t i c i p a t e d and a c c e p t e d a s 

soon a s ivas r e a s o n a b l e . Women were t h e n n o r m a l l y i n a p o s i 

t i o n t o e s t a b l i s h a home o f t h e i r own, g i v e up p a i d employ-
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ment and become a f u l l - t i m e h o u s e w i f e . F o r o t h e r women 

however, t h e o p t i o n s were more v a r i e d and s i n g l e l i f e aLLready 

p r o v i d e d some o f t h e a s p e c t s o t h e r women were a c q u i r i n g 

t h r o u g h m a r r i a g e . M a r r i e d ivomen sometimes a c k n o i v l e d g e d t h i s 

when d i s c u s s i n g s i n g l e women, f o r i n s t a n c e Mrs. P.: 

What about p e o p l e who l i v e d i n B u c k f a s t l e i q h 
and s t a y e d s i n o l e , d i d you know many s i n g l e 
p e o p l e h e r e ? 

I know of two i n p a r t i c u l a r - t h e r e ' s two young 
l a d i e s i n B u c k f a s t , and I t h i n k t h e y have b e e n 
w o n d e r f u l . They have been l o o k i n g a f t e r t h e i r 
f a t h e r , h e ' s n i n e t y s o m e t h i n g , and t h e y ' v e b e e n 
w o n d e r f u l g i r l s . They do a l l t h e i r own - t h e y 
have a l o v e l y h o use, and t h e y do a l l t h e i r own 
g a r d e n i n g t h e m s e l v e s t h e s e two g i r l s - t h e y ' r e 
w o n d e r f u l . 

Do you t h i n k i t was d i f f i c u l t f o r s i n g l e women 
to l i v e h e r e ? 

W e l l , i t depends on t h e i r p o s i t i o n . I f t h e y got 
money and - you know - t h a t makes a l o t of 
d i f f e r e n c e , i f t h e y got money cind t h e y ' r e a b l e t o 
- w e l l , c a n a f f o r d t o s t a y s i n g l e . 

Freedom from f i n a n c i a l p r e s s u r e gave t h e s e women o p t i o n s 

w h i c h were not a v a i l a b l e t o o t h e r s l i k e Mrs. P. I n the c a s e 

o f t h e s e s i s t e r s , t h e w i d e r r a n g e o f o p t i o n s a p p e a x s t o have 

been a r e s u l t o f t h e i r p r i v i l e g e d c l a s s p o s i t i o n , b u t 

s i m i l a r b e n e f i t s d i d a c c r u e t o some members o f t h e w o r k i n g 

c l a s s . Working c l a s s women who grew up i n a s e t t i n g o t h e r w i s e 

s i m i l a r t o t h e i r c o n t e m p o r a r i e s might be a f f o r d e d o p p o r t u n i 

t i e s more a k i n t o women o f mid d l e c l a s s o r i g i n s i f t h e y cajne 

a t the end of the f a m i l y l i n e - e i t h e r the l a s t o r o n l y c h i l d . 

C e r t a i n f a c t o r s n o r m a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p o v e r t y d i d not 
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a f f e c t them i n t h e sajne way a s t h e y had done o l d e r s i b l i n g s , 

f o r i n s t a n c e , the u r g e n t need to p r o v i d e an income, and t h e 

cramped h o u s i n g c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h m i t i g a t e d a g a i n s t any 

f e e l i n g o f h a v i n g o n e's own s p a c e . W i t h t h e s e p r e s s u r e s 

removed n o n - m a r r i a g e a l l o i v e d some d e g r e e o f c o m f o r t and t h e 

p r e s s u r e towairds m a r r i a g e a s an e s c a p e from u n f a v o u r a b l e c o n 

d i t i o n s a t home and a t work was l i f t e d . Mrs. V. spoke o f a 

f r i e n d o f h e r s , who was t h e y o u n g e s t o f t e n c h i l d r e n : 

... She u s e d to work i n t h e m i l l , t h e n s h e 
s t o p p e d home to l o o k a f t e r h e r mother and 
f a t h e r , up t o t h e t i m e t h e y d i e d ... w e l l I 
t h i n k Suzy, w i t h h e r mother and f a t h e r , you 
know, s h e had a l i t t l e b i t o f money. L i k e 
what o f c o u r s e £50 i n t h o s e d a y s was a 
f o r t u n e . L i k e I s a y , i f you had £50, w e l l 
you were made. I s a t h i n g I n e v e r had i n 
me l i f e , I n e v e r had £50 - n e v e r I 

B e s i d e s b e i n g f r e e d from t h e m a t e r i a l i n c e n t i v e t o marry 

many o f t h e s e f i n a l d a u g h t e r s seem t o have f e l t l e s s i d e o 

l o g i c a l l y committed t o t h e n o t i o n o f m a r r i a g e , f o r i n s t a n c e 

M i s s D. spoke o f h e r o l d e r s i s t e r ' s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s 

m a r r i a g e , and how i t d i f f e r e d from h e r own: 

I know \^en my s i s t e r was c o u r t i n g , and a l l 
t h a t , I u s e d t o s a y t o h e r , 'Well i t w o u l d n ' t 
be my c h o i c e l ' I u s e d to s a y to h e r . 'Oh 
w e l l ' she s a i d , 'You're too f u s s y ' she s a i d , 
' Y o u ' l l never g e t anybody l i k e t h a t , y o u ' r e 
too f u s s y ' . 'Oh' I s a i d , 'I'm not g o i n g t o g e t 
a chap, marry a chap j u s t f o r g e t t i n g m a r r i e d * 
I s a i d . 

VJhen m a r r i a g e o f f e r e d l e s s i n t h e v/ay o f m a t e r i a l b e n e f i t s 

and when women were l e s s c o n v i n c e d o f t h e need f o r m a r r i a g e , 

i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e y c o u l d a f f o r d t o be more ' f u s s y ' and c o u l d 
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c o n s i d e r marriage from a d i f f e r e n t p e r s p e c t i v e , p l a c i n g 

more emphasis on t h e e m o t i o n a l s i d e o f m a r r i a g e . M i s s D. 

f o r example does not g i v e t h e i m p r e s s i o n o f a s h o r t a g e o f 

b o y f r i e n d s i n her y o u t h , r a t h e r a l a c k o f i n c e n t i v e to m a r r y . 

As she s a i d of her t w e n t i e s : 

I u s e d to f l i r t about w i t h s e v e r a l , s e e 
( l a u g h t e r ) . I n e v e r met anybody t h a t I 
r e a l l y l i k e d . 

Mrs. M., ivhose ' B i l l * went t o A u s t r a l i a , b e i n g an o n l y c h i l d , 

f e l t no p r e s s u r e t o marry anyone e l s e . As s h e s a i d : 

I was q u i t e r e c o n c i l e d t h e n ( t o t h e i d e a o f 
r e m a i n i n g s i n g l e ) , 'cos no good m a r r y i n g i f 
you don't - 'cos l i k e I t o l d you, I c o u l d n ' t 
m a r r y ajiybody j u s t f o r t h e s a k e o f g e t t i n g 
m a r r i e d . 

T h e r e was, however, a c o r o l l a r y t o t h e a p p a r e n t l y f a v o u r a b l e 

p o s i t i o n w h i c h y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r s e n j o y e d . V / h i l s t p a r e n t s 

were w i l l i n g and a b l e t o g i v e them more m a t e r i a l a d v c i n t a g e s 

than t h e e a r l i e r c h i l d r e n r e c e i v e d , y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r s s i m 

u l t a n e o u s l y had g r e a t e r demands p l a c e d on them, and w h i l s t 

a p p a i r e n t l y b e i n g g r a n t e d t h e m a t e r i a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s to l e a d 

a more i n d e p e n d e n t l i f e , p a r a d o x i c a l l y t h e s e d a u g h t e r s o f t e n 

f a c e d r e s t r i c t i o n s w h i c h h i n d e r e d t h e i r f r e e c h o i c e . 

Having been b r o u g h t up i n aji a t m o s p h e r e w h i c h e m p h a s i s e d t h e i r 

p a r e n t s ' need f o r c a r e and c o m p a n i o n s h i p , t h e y o u n g e s t 

d a u g h t e r s were p a r t i c u l a r l y aware of t h e i r d a u g h t e r l y d u t i e s 

and t h e ways i n w h i c h marriage would apjDear to be a r e n o u n c e 

ment of t h e s e . I n t h i s way a n o t h e r d i m e n s i o n was added t o t h e 
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m a r r i a g e v e r s u s s i n g l e h o o d e q u a t i o n . F e e l i n g s o f du t y and 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y seem t o have been a b s o r b e d by t h e younger 

d a u g h t e r s , so t h a t t h e i r c o n c e p t i o n o f t h e m s e l v e s was more 

t h a t o f a c a x i n g d a u g h t e r t h a n a p o t e n t i a l w i f e . Remaining 

s i n g l e was t h e r e f o r e o f t e n a f u l f i l m e n t o f t h e i r i d e o l o g i c a l 

e x p e c t a t i o n s and t h e i r m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s a i d e d t h i s 

d e c i s i o n by making s i n g l e h o o d a p r a c t i c a b l e p o s s i b i l i t y . 

The changed m a t e r i a l and i d e o l o g i c a l s i t u a t i o n makes t h e 

o p t i o n s w h i c h women now f a c e q u i t e d i f f e r e n t . The c u r r e n t 

s i t u a t i o n i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h a l l o i v s most women o f v/orking c l a s s 

o r i g i n s a r e a s o n a b l e d e g r e e o f c o m f o r t i n t h e i r p a r e n t s ' 

home, a w i d e r r a n g e o f work o p p o r t u n i t i e s and, f o r many, a 

chance t o s e t up a home o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e and e v e n have 

c h i l d r e n i f t h e y i v i s h . T h e s e m a t e r i a l b e n e f i t s a r e no l o n g e r 

s p e c i a l c o n c e s s i o n s n o r m a l l y a v a i l a b l e o n l y t o y o u n g e s t 

d a u g h t e r s but a r e g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e to most d a u g h t e r s . 

l \ f h i l s t r e l e a s e from m a t e r i a l d i s c o m f o r t s p r e v i o u s l y gave 

women more freedom f o r d e l i b e r a t i o n , p e r m i t t i n g them to d e l a y 

and p o s s i b l y n e g l e c t m a r r i a g e , o t h e r f a c t o r s have nov; t a k e n 

p r e c e d e n c e i n women's l i v e s . 

M a r r i a g e i s now w i d e l y a n t i c i p a t e d f o r a l l women; few o t h e r 

r o l e s a r e i d e o l o g i c a l l y a c c e p t e d a s c o m p e t i n g w i t h i t , n o t 

even t h a t o f a you n g e s t d a u g h t e r . The p r e s s u r e s t o marry 

a r e now more e m o t i o n a l t h a n m a t e r i a l , and c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y 

more d i f f i c u l t t o r e c o g n i s e and/or r e s i s t . A p p e a l i n g a s 

they do to women's s e n s e o f p e r s o n a l a d e q u a c y and the need 
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f o r e m o t i o n a l s e c u r i t y , feiv young women a r e i n a p o s i t i o n 

t o a s s e s s t h e i r s i t u a t i o n and c o n s c i o u s l y r e j e c t m a r r i a g e , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h t h e c u r r e n t a s s u m p t i o n t h a t m a r r i a g e w i l l 

t a k e p l a c e b e f o r e t h e age o f t h i r t y . The i d e o l o g i c a l 

e m p h a s i s on meirriage and i t s u n q u e s t i o n e d a c c e p t a n c e by t h e 

m a j o r i t y b l u r s t h e i s s u e s w h i c h a r e c o n n e c t e d v / i t h i t . The 

a p p a r e n t i n e v i t a b i l i t y of m a r r i a g e (v/hich i s the h a l l m a r k of 

an i d e o l o g y i n o p e r a t i o n ) t e n d s t o maike t h e i n t e r v e n i n g 

y e a r s between c h i l d h o o d and m a r r i a g e seem o n l y a t e m p o r a r y 

• w a i t i n g ' p h a s e , w h i l s t one d e c i d e s who to ma r r y , a s Mrs. T. 
( 1 4 ) 

x m p l i e d ^ The c o m b i n a t i o n o f s u c h a w i d e s p r e a d a c c e p 

t a n c e o f m a r r i a g e and t h e e m p h a s i s on t h e l e s s t a n g i b l e 

a d v a j i t a g e s i t b r i n g s , makes i t d i f f i c u l t f o r women t o s e e the o p t i o n s i n v o l v e d i n t h e e q u a t i o n o f m a r r i a g e v e r s u s non-. 

m a r r i a g e • 

F o r t h o s e young women who do d e l a y o r r e j e c t m a r r i a g e 

hoivever, a s p e c t s o f n o n - m a r r i a g e t h e n become e v i d e n t w h i c h 

have c o n s i d e r a b l e a p p e a l t o them b u t , n e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e o p t i o n 

o f m a r r i a g e i s r a r e l y d i s c a r d e d b u t r e m a i n s a s a n answer f o r 

the f u t u r e when t h e a l t e r n a t i v e s i n v o l v e d i n s i n g l e l i v i n g no 

l o n g e r a p p e a r a t t r a c t i v e . H a v i n g c o n s i d e r e d some o f t h e 

f a c t o r s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h m a r r i a g e and n o n - m a r r i a g e , t h e ways 

i n w h i c h women's l i v e s a r e a f f e c t e d p r a c t i c a l l y b y t h e i r 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s c a n be exam i n e d . 
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CHAPTER F I V E : NOTES 

1. Anderson ( 1 9 7 6 ) . 

2. F o r i n s t a n c e G o r e r ( 1 9 7 1 ) , pp. 20, 26-8. 

3. L e o n a r d ( 1 9 8 0 ) , p. 91. 

4. S l a t e r and VJoodside ( 1 9 5 1 ) , p . 117. 

5. Gavron and Komarovsky's r e s p o n d e n t s e x p r e s s e d s i m i l a r 

s e n t i m e n t s . Gavron ( 1 9 6 6 ) , p. 66; IComarovsky ( 1 9 6 7 ) , 

pp. 24-6. 

6. T h i s c o i n c i d e s w i t h S l a t e r and V^/6odside's f i n d i n g s o f 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s c o u p l e s t h e y i n t e r v i e i v e d , where 

th e e m o t i o n a l s t a t e o f b r i d e s and b r i d e g r o o m s i s 

... one o f m u t u a l l i k i n g c a n a l i z e d by p r u d e n t i a l and 

s o c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ' . S l a t e r and Woodside ( 1 9 5 1 ) , 

p. 118. See a l s o R o s s ( 1 9 8 0 ) f o r a d i s c u s s i o n of t h e 

i n c r e a s i n g e m p h a s i s on t h e r o m a n t i c s i d e of m a r r i a g e . 

7. N i s s e l , p. 113, i n Rapoport, F o g a r t y and R a p o p o r t ( 1 9 8 2 ) 

8. M i l l w a r d d i s c u s s e s t h e v a r i o u s s t a g e s a t w h i c h t h i s 

change might t a k e p l a c e and t h e e f f e c t s s u c h payment 

schemes had on work i n c e n t i v e s . M i l l w a r d .(1968 ) . 

9. The C e n s u s d a t a f o r Devon Urban D i s t r i c t s c o n f i r m s t h i s 

a s a f a c t : i n 1931, o f t h o s e women a g e d bet^veen 25-29, 

5 8 . 7 % were m a r r i e d , w h i l s t f o r t h o s e aged 30-34 and 

35-39 t h e f i g u r e s were 7 2 . 7 % ajid 75 .2rS r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

A l t e r n a t i v e l y t h i s may be l o o t e d a t i n a l o n g i t u d i n a l 

v/ay by f o l l o i v i n g t h e Scime c o h o r t t h r o u g h d i f f e r e n t y e a r s 
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i n 1911 o f the women aged 25-29 i n Devon Urban 

D i s t r i c t s SOf:̂  were m a r r i e d , i n 1931 o f t h o s e aged 

45-49 t h i s had r i s e n t o 73.6%. P r e s e n t day ( 1 9 8 1 ) 

f i g u r e s a r e mar k e d l y d i f f e r e n t w i t h 8 1 . 1 % of t h e 

fe m a l e p o p u l a t i o n o f B u c k f a s t l e i g h b e i n g m a r r i e d a t 

the age o f 25-29; 8 3 % a t 30-34, and 8 2 . 4 % a t 35-39. 

R e s e a r c h c a r r i e d out by t h e N a t i o n a l C h i l d r e n ' s 

B u r e a u amongst 16 y e a r o l d s i l l u s t r a t e s t h e c u r r e n t 

c o n c e n s u s amongst young p e o p l e r e g a r d i n g ' m a r r i a g e a b l e 

a g e ' . V/hen a s k e d v/hat age t h e y t h o u g h t was t h e b e s t 

t o g e t m a r r i e d , 7 1 % of t h e r e s p o n d e n t s gave t h e a g e s 

of 20-25, w i t h o n l y 1% g i v i n g t h e answer a s o v e r 30, 

and 3 % r e p l y i n g t h a t t h e y d i d n o t vrLsh t o m a r r y . 

Fogelman ( 1 9 7 6 ) , p. 37. 

10. B u s f i e l d and Paddon ( 1 9 7 7 ) . They aJ.so c l a i m t h a t t h e r e 

has been a change d u r i n g t h i s c e n t u r y i n the p o s i t i o n o f 

s i n g l e women i n s o c i e t y . 'For a woman neve r t o m a r r y 

and have c h i l d r e n was not c o n s i d e r e d i d e a l ( a t t h e 

b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s c e n t u r y ) b u t i t was by no means u n 

u s u a l , and t h o s e ivho d i d not m a r r y had a w e l l d e f i n e d 

r o l e w i t h i n t h e b r o a d e r f a m i l y v;hich would o f f e r them 

economic, s o c i a l and e m o t i o n a l s u p p o r t . H e r e , t h e 

v e r y r e d u c t i o n i n t h e f r e q u e n c y o f r e m a i n i n g s i n g l e , 

has c o n t r i b u t e d t o a change i n norms and p r a c t i c e s t h a t 

make i t more d i f f i c u l t f o r women to remain u n m a r r i e d ' 

(pp. 1 2 2 - 4 ) . 
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11. I n c e r t a i n a r e a s or s i t u a t i o n s t h i s may not be t h e 

c a s e . V / h i l s t none o f t h e young women spoken t o f o r 

t h i s r e s e a r c h mentioned g i v i n g up work a s a r e a s o n f o r 

m a r r i a g e . C a v e n d i s h r e p o r t s how young women s h e v/as 

vrorking w i t h i n a cao: f a c t o r y i n 1980 l o o k e d f o r w a r d 

to m a r r i a g e a s a r e l e a s e from v/ork. ( C a v e n d i s h ( 1 9 8 2 ) , 

p. 73.) D i f f e r e n c e s i n l o c a l work o p p o r t u n i t i e s and 

a s s u m p t i o n s w i t h r e g a r d to work a f t e r m a r r i a g e may 

a c c o u n t f o r d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f what 

m a r r i a g e i m p l i e s . 

12. M i s s D's mother has a l r e a d y been m e n t i o n e d , v/arning 

M i s s D. t h a t s h e was t o o v/eak t o ma r r y , though s h e 

ended up c a r i n g f o r h e r b r o t h e r and her mother. 

13. A n k e r l o o ' s s t u d y of 1 9 t h c e n t u r y M a s s a c h u s e t t s s u p p o r t s 

t h e n o t i o n t h a t 'the o b l i g a t i o n s o f u n m a r r i e d c h i l d r e n 

w i l l i n c r e a s e a s t h e i r p a r e n t s grew o l d e r and t h e i r 

s i b l i n g s move out t o n a r r y ' . As he p o i n t s o u t , i f 

t h o s e who a r e l a t e i n t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e h a v e l o s t 

b o t h p a r e n t s , t h e i r t i m i n g o f m a r r i a g e c a n t a k e p l a c e 

x^7ith l e s s c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e i r f a m i l y , h a v i n g no 

p a r e n t s or younger s i b l i n g s t o c a r e f o r . T h o s e , however, 

who a r e t h e l a s t r e m a i n i n g c h i l d l i v i n g w i t h a w i d w e d 

p a r e n t a r e t h e most l i k e l y to be i n f l u e n c e d b y f a m i l i a l 

r e s t r a i n t w i t h r e g a r d to m a r r i a g e . Age a t m a r r i a g e o f 

the e a r l y c h i l d r e n t h e r e f o r e t e n d s t o be l e s s d e v i a n t 

than among l a t e c h i l d r e n . A n k e r l o o i n H a r e v e n ( 1 9 7 8 ) , 

pp. 123-4. 
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14. G a v r o n ' s quote o f a w o r k i n g c l a s s w i f e who s a i d : 

' Q u i t e f r a n k l y I got f e d up n o t b e i n g m a r r i e d , I was 

j o l l y p l e a s e d t o do s o , and to have c h i l d r e n • . ( G a v r o n 

( 1 9 7 5 ) , p . 65,) a g a i n i n d i c a t e s t h e a b s o l u t e a c c e p t a n c e 

of t h e i d e o l o g y t h a t m a r r i a g e i s t h e o n l y n e x t s t e p . 
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CHAPTER SIX 

SOIAB PRACTICAL EFFECTS OF MARITAL STATUS 

INTRODUCTION 

The v a x i a b l e s which are acknowledged to i n f l u e n c e the p r a c 

t i c a l a s p e c t s of women's l i v e s a r e manifold, i n c l u d i n g f o r 

i n s t a n c e women's p o s i t i o n i n h i s t o r i c a l time, t h e i r age and 

s o c i a l c l a s s , t h e i r geographical l o c a t i o n , o ccupation and 

f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n . One of the f a c t o r s normally taJcen f o r 

granted, however, i s women•s'marital s t a t u s , f o r a f t e r a 

c e r t a i n age women are g e n e r a l l y assumed to be mar r i e d . T h i s 

chapter aims to explore c e r t a i n axeas of women's l i v e s i n an 

attempt to d i s c o v e r the degree to which t h i s assumption 

r i g h t l y or wrongly presumes a s i m i l a r i t y between women's 

l i v e s whatever t h e i r m a r i t a l s t a t u s , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h r e g a r d 

to housework, housing, employment and f i n a n c e s . 

HOUSEWORK 

Beginning w i t h the i s s u e of housework the r e s e a r c h aimed to 

explore veorious a r e a s of housework and to r e l a t e the amounts 

of housework women do and t h e i r f e e l i n g s about t he s u b j e c t 

to t h e i r m a x i t a l s t a t u s , w h i l s t t a k i n g i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

other r e l e v a n t f a c t o r s such a s household s i t u a t i o n , age and 

employment. The survey questionned women about t he amounts 

of time they spent and t h e i r g e n e r a l f e e l i n g s about the 

t o p i c and, w h i l s t e x p l o r a t o r y r a t h e r than c o n c l u s i v e , pro

vided information which could be c l a s s i f i e d , q u a n t i f i e d ajid 
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a n a l y s e d . The in-depth i n t e r v i e w s permitted f u r t h e r i n v e s t i 

g a t i o n i n t o women»s f e e l i n g s a t an i n d i v i d u a l l e v e l , t a k i n g 

personal s i t u a t i o n s i n t o account, i n an attempt to d i s c o v e r 

the extent to which commitment to housework i s a f u n c t i o n of 

gender i d e n t i f i c a t i o n or a c t u a l m a r i t a l s t a t u s • 

Questions were asked about four a r e a s of housework; washing 

c l o t h e s , i r o n i n g , shopping and c l e a n i n g , f o r as Oakley s a y s , 

housework i s not a s i n g l e a c t i v i t y but a c o l l e c t i o n of h e t e r o 

genous t a s k s ^ ^ ^ . Some of these t a s k s appear to be more open 

to id e o l o g i c a l , i n f l u e n c e than o t h e r s . Washing c l o t h e s 

appeared to follow p r a c t i c a l demands q u i t e c l o s e l y , not 

normally being an a r e a which i s e n d l e s s l y expandable. For 

women under f o r t y - f i v e the frequency with which they did 

washing i n c r e a s e d with the number of people i n the household, 

c h i l d r e n having the g r e a t e s t i n f l u e n c e . (Of those with 

c h i l d r e n 85% of women d i d washing more than weekly, 60% 

d a i l y ) . The f a c t that involvement w i t h f u l l o r p a r t - t i m e 

work d i d not i n f l u e n c e the frequency of washing so much as d i d 

the women's household s i t u a t i o n suggests t h a t washing i s more 

a matter of p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n than i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h 

a p a r t i c u l a r r o l e . 

Older women, however, showed some d e v i a t i o n from t h i s p a t t e r n . 

A clear d i f f e r e n c e could be seen i n women aged over f o r t y -

f i v e who l i v e d alone, between those who had never married 

and those who were widowed or d i v o r c e d - many of the l a t t e r 

doing washing more than weekly u n l i k e the s i n g l e women, none 
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of whom washed c l o t h e s more than weekly. T h i s may suggest 

that i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the r o l e of a wif e had i d e o l o g i c a l l y 

i n f l u e n c e d p r e v i o u s l y married women's p>atterns w i t h regard 

to washing c l o t h e s w h i l s t l e a v i n g never married women un

touched, but seems more l i k e l y to r e f l e c t a c o n t i n u a t i o n of 

washing h a b i t s l e a r n t when women had l a r g e r households to 

ca r e f o r , so that w h i l s t a t t a c h i n g no p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e 

to c l o t h e s washing they continued to wash s m a l l e r amounts of 
(2) 

c l o t h e s more f r e q u e n t l y than d i d s i n g l e women^ 

I t would appear then, t h a t women ( e s p e c i a l l y t hose under 

f o r t y - f i v e ) eacperience l i t t l e i d e o l o g i c a l p r e s s u r e to 

e3cpend time on washing c l o t h e s , f o r whatever s i t u a t i o n they 

f i n d themselves i n , women (other than those who seem to 

repeat p r e v i o u s l y l e a r n t p a t t e r n s ) c a r r y out the chore i n 

accordance with p r a c t i c a l demands* 

Iro n i n g i s an a r e a which i s more prone to p o t e n t i a l expansion. 

M a r i t a l s t a t u s , the presence of c h i l d r e n , auid p a i d employment 

a l l i n f l u e n c e the time women spend i r o n i n g . Whilst s i n g l e 

women and f u l l - t i m e workers do the minimum eonounts, married 

women who are f u l l - t i m e housewives i n v e s t f a r more time i n 

i r o n i n g . As might be e 3 q 5 e c t e d , the number of people i n the 

household i n f l u e n c e s the time spent i r o n i n g . A l l of the 

never-married women, whatever t h e i r age, e s t i m a t e d that they 

spent l e s s than one hour each week i r o n i n g - the g r e a t 

m a j o r i t y l e s s than haJ.f an hour, w h i l s t women l i v i n g w i t h a 

husband and c h i l d r e n spent by f a r the g r e a t e s t amount of time. 
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55% of them spending over two hours each week and the 

ma j o r i t y of women l i v i n g w i t h husbands and no c h i l d r e n spent 

j u s t over an hour. However, even when s t a n d a r d i s e d f o r age 

and household s i t u a t i o n , p a i d work i n f l u e n c e d the time wives 

spent i r o n i n g to a c o n s i d e r a b l e degree, f u l l - t i m e paid 

workers doing the l e a s t and f u l l - t i m e housewives doing the 

most. T h i s would not appear to be l i n k e d w i t h p l e a s u r e or 

s a t i s f a c t i o n i n any way; few women seemed to enjoy i r o n i n g , 

and t h i s i s i n accordance w i t h Oakley's f i n d i n g s where 75% 
( 3 ) 

of her sample expressed d i s l i k e f o r i r o n i n g ^ As w i t h 

washing c l o t h e s , o l d e r women showed the saunne s p l i t between 

the never-married and p r e v i o u s l y married women who l i v e d 

alone, with the l a t t e r spending more time i r o n i n g . 

The f a c t that the time spent i r o n i n g by married women i s 

r e l a t e d to whether or not they a r e f u l l - t i m e housewives 

i m p l i e s that i t i s a chore which p r o l i f e r a t e s w i t h i d e n t i f i 

c a t i o n with the housewifely r o l e . Looking then a t never-

married women, the f a c t t h a t none of them, whether or not 

involv e d i n paid employment spent much time i r o n i n g -

p a r t i c u l a r l y w h i l s t p r e v i o u s l y married women l i v i n g alone 

spent more time - may suggest that none of the never-married 

women f e e l any i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the r o l e of housewife and 

they therefore are f r e e to p l a c e l i t t l e importance on 

i r o n i n g . An a l t e r n a t i v e s u g g estion however, may be that 

i r o n i n g i s not an a r e a which immediately app)eaxs important 

and i s not a u t o m a t i c a l l y i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o women's weekly 
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r o u t i n e s to any c o n s i d e r a b l e e x t e n t . Yet, once married, 

and e s p e c i a l l y w ith c h i l d r e n , i r o n i n g p r e s e n t s i t s e l f as 

an a r e a f o r expansion, and having become accustomed to 

spending time i r o n i n g women continue to do t h i s even when 

l i v i n g a l o n e . 

Shopping i s an a r e a which, though r e l a t i v e l y c o n s i s t e n t i n 

the time women spend on i t (on average two to four hours 

each week), v a r i e s c o n s i d e r a b l y i n the frequency w i t h which 

i t i s done. Women who a r e a t home during the day are f a r 

more l i k e l y than o t h e r s to shop d a i l y or at l e a s t more than 

twice a week whatever t h e i r age, household s i t u a t i o n or 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s . T h i s d i f f e r e n c e may be a t t r i b u t e d to a l a c k 

of -time-on-1he-par t - o f - f u l l - t i r a e - w o r k e r s - and/or-the-use-of 

shopping as a means of c o n t a c t by those who spend more time 

a t home. Oakley c i t e s the predominantly f a v o u r a b l e view most 

women i n her sample had towards shopping, the m a j o r i t y s e e i n g 

i t a s a r e l i e f from domestic c a p t i v i t y . The survey i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h i m p l i e d that having a c a r made weekly or l e s s 

frequent shopping e x p e d i t i o n s more l i k e l y , but as having 

t r a n s p o r t i s often a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f u l l - t i m e employment the 

two f a c t o r s sire d i f f i c u l t t o d i s a s s o c i a t e . Shopping t h e r e f o r e 

appears to be r e l a t i v e l y untouched by ideology, but i s 

i n f l u e n c e d more by the p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f how women's 

time i s spent, and p o s s i b l y i s a r e f l e c t i o n of a wish f o r 

c o n t a c t . 
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Women were a l s o questionned about the time they spent 

Gleaming and the frequency with which they c l e a n e d . Women 

with c h i l d r e n , whether or not they had a husband, were those 

most l i k e l y to c l e a n the house d a i l y {60% c l e a n e d d a i l y and 

85% more than weekly) and were those who spent the most time 

c l e a n i n g (the m a j o r i t y of married women w i t h c h i l d r e n spent 

over ten hours each week c l e a n i n g w h i l s t those w i t h c h i l d r e n 

and no husband g e n e r a l l y spent between f i v e and nine hours 

c l e a n i n g ) . Of nine women l i v i n g w i t h a husband and no 

c h i l d r e n , four c l e a n e d d a i l y , four more than weekly and one 

weekly, the m a j o r i t y spending between f i v e and nine hours 

each week. I t would appear t h e r e f o r e that c h i l d r e n i n e v i t a b l y 

push house c l e a n i n g demands to a higher l e v e l , whether or not 

there i s a husband p r e s e n t , but the absence of c h i l d r e n does 

not n e c e s s a r i l y imply s m a l l amounts of time spent c l e a n i n g . 

The frequency of c l e a n i n g f o r wives and mothers was r e l a t e d to 

whether or not they were i n paid employment. 90% of f u l l - t i m e 

housewives cleaned d a i l y , 70% of them spending over ten hours 

each week; 67% of wives and mothers i n part-time employment 

cleaned d a i l y , w ith 50% spending over ten hours each week; 

w h i l s t none of those women i n f u l l - t i m e employment cleaned 

d a i l y , the m a j o r i t y c l e a n i n g weekly and spending f i v e t o nine 

hours each week^^^. Wives who axe a t home during the day 

therefore spend c o n s i d e r a b l y more time c l e a n i n g t h e i r homes 

than do wives i n paid employment, even when standaurdised f o r 

age and f a m i l i a l s i t u a t i o n , suggesting t h a t women who f e e l 

204 



t h e i r r o l e to be th a t of a f u l l - t i m e housewife f e e l com

p e l l e d to keep busy i n the home, s e t t i n g and mai n t a i n i n g 

high s t a n d a r d s . 

Women who l i v e alone e x h i b i t c o n s i d e r a b l e d i f f e r e n c e s i n 

c l e a n i n g p a t t e r n s which appear to be r e l a t e d to age and/or 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n o u t s i d e e m p l o y m e n t ^ . S i n g l e women aged 

under f o r t y - f i v e spent the l e a s t amount of time on housework, 

only c l e a n i n g once weekly, w h i l s t o l d e r s i n g l e women not i n 

paid employment cle a n e d d a i l y as d i d 65% of widows l i v i n g 

alone, spending over ten hours each week c l e a n i n g . The v a s t 

d i f f e r e n c e between the c l e a n i n g p a t t e r n s of young and o l d e r 

women l i v i n g alone must be r e l a t e d to c o n s i d e r a t i o n s other 

than p u r e l y p r a c t i c a l ones, and would appear to suggest t h a t 

older s i n g l e women who are a t home d u r i n g the day i d e n t i f y 

with the r o l e of a housewife, s i m i l a r l y f e e l i n g the need to 

keep busy and t h e r e f o r e a l l o w household chores to p r o l i f e r a t e . 

Younger s i n g l e women app a r e n t l y escape t h i s p r e s s u r e whatever 

t h e i r p o s i t i o n with regard to employment. 

Responses were gathered from the women as t o whether they 

l i k e d or d i s l i k e d v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of housework. As Oakley 

p o i n t s out, immediate r e a c t i o n s to t h i s q u e s t i o n tend to 

r e f l e c t what i s seen a s s o c i a l l y a c c e p t a b l e behaviour by the 

resp>ondent^^^ but u n l i k e Oakley, who found the r e s u l t s seemed 

to vary by s o c i a l c l a s s and claimed t h a t 'Discontent w i t h the 

t r a d i t i o n a l r o l e of housewife i s seen as a middle c l a s s 

p r e r o g a t i v e ^ the survey i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h found a d i v i s i o n 
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by age, with women of a l l meirital s t a t u s e s under f o r t y - f i v e 

tending to c l a i m a d i s l i k e f o r housework, women of f o r t y -

f i v e to s i x t y - f i v e e x p r e s s i n g a f a r g r e a t e r l i k i n g , aind 

women aged s i x t y - f i v e and over c l a i m i n g to enjoy housework. 

T h i s again supports the notion of a g r e a t e r degree of 

acceptance of the ideology of housework amongst o l d e r women, 

whatever t h e i r m a r i t a l s t a t u s . 

The general impression gained from the survey w i t h r e g a r d to 

housework i s th a t w h i l s t shopping and waishing c l o t h e s a r e 

area s which women t r e a t on a p r a c t i c a l b a s i s , i r o n i n g to some 

extent and c l e a n i n g to a g r e a t e r one are a r e a s which are open 

to c o n s i d e r a b l e v a r i a t i o n i n women's d e f i n i t i o n s of what i s 

re q u i r e d . W h i l s t the composition of the household may d e t e r 

mine the minimum amount of time which needs to be spent, 

c l e a n i n g i s an open-ended t a s k , and women who are at home 

during the day tend to al l o w c l e a n i n g to occupy much of t h e i r 

time, thereby i n d i c a t i n g t h e i r c l o s e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n with the 

home and with t h e i r p e r c e i v e d r o l e of housewife. U n l i k e young 

s i n g l e women who f e e l f r e e to do minimad amounts of housework, 

older unmarried women - even those who have never married -

i n v e s t c o n s i d e r a b l e time i n t h e i r homes, ap p a r e n t l y i d e n t i f y i n g 

with the housewifely r o l e i n the same way as do wives who s t a y 

a t home. 

Having seen the general s i t u a t i o n i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , the 

p o s i t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l women with regard to housework parovides 

f u r t h e r understanding on a pe r s o n a l l e v e l . A l l o f the older 
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women grew up a c c e p t i n g the ideology t h a t a woman's p l a c e 

was i n the home. I n t h e i r homes as c h i l d r e n aJ.1 the g i r l s 

had chores to do i n s i d e the house w h i l s t b r o t h e r s helped i n 

the garden, f o l l o w i n g the sex segregated d i s t i n c t i o n which 

t h e i r parents maintained i n domestic chores. Not s u r p r i s 

i n g l y , once married, women e a s i l y a c c e p t e d the r o l e of a 

housewife and devoted themselves to the home, never expecting 

nor wanting h e l p from t h e i r husbands due to the d i f f e r e n c e i n 

standards t h e i r sex segregated upbringing had brought about. 

Mrs. M. (born i n 1902) i l l u s t r a t e d t h i s , and the way i n which 

c a r i n g f o r a house f o r her and her husband absorbed the whole 

of her time: 

Did your f a t h e r h elp i n the house? 

No, no, men d i d n ' t i n those days. I hear 
my mother s a y i n g 'When you - i f you ever 
get married, your p l a c e i s i n the home, an' 
a man got h i s work to do, and you do yours'. 

And d i d your husband h e l p you i n the house? 

Not a l o t no, only do the d i s h e s , - wipe a 
d i s h - I never l e t him wash, 'cos th a t meajit 
t h a t he d i d n ' t have the water hot enough. 
Too f u s s y you know, 'twas too s i l l y wasn't i t ? 

How much time do you t h i n k you used to spend 
doing housework? 

A l l day. Somedays when I was he r e , never 
bother to go out. No, so long as you was 
happy i n your home, never bother to go out. 

And so how would you spend your time? 
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Well, j u s t got up i n the mornin', got 
b r e a k f a s t , - you was always workin' see 
- 'cos i n those days you see, you was 
washin' with a copper, and f o r the d i n n e r s 
you had the b l a c k l e a d stove to c l e a n and 
e v e r y t h i n g , see. 'Twas a l l work i n those 
days ... you know what ' t i s - by the time you 
got your dinner and had look around, was time 
to get t e a , and then time you had your t e a , 
•twas time to get supper. You know, 'twas 
always something to do warn't t h e r e ? 

Mrs. W. , the nurse born i n 1901 who m a r r i e d a t t h i r t y - n i n e , 

though brought up i n the same environment which s t r e s s e d 

d o m e s t i c i t y , had the time and the opportunity to develop an 

a l t e r n a t i v e notion of h e r s e l f which d i d not r e a d i l y c o i n c i d e 

with her p o s i t i o n as a housewife once married. N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

Mrs. W. q u i c k l y demonstrated the s t r e n g t h of the ideology 

which drew her i n t o the r o l e of a f u l l - t i m e housewife, w i t h 

i t s accompanying high demands of time and standaxds: 

Were vou s o r r y to give up n u r s i n g ? 

Yes, there was no other l i f e f o r me but 
n u r s i n g . I never wanted any other s o r t of work. 
So once you married, did you f i n d t h a t you missed i t ? 

Oh very much s o l Oh d r e a d f u l I Not only d i d I 
miss the n u r s i n g dear, I don't know q u i t e how to 
put i t - w e l l - I used to be deputy head, I 
never had to open a door for myself you know, 
somebody was always e s c o r t i n g me around, that 
when I got married, I was j u s t an o r d i n a r y 
housewife t h a t had to wash up d i s h e s , and a l l 
- oh q u i t e d i f f e r e n t . 

Did you mind doing housework and t h i n g s a t f i r s t ? 

Yes I did a t f i r s t . But then I l i k e housework. 
I don't l i k e cooking. 

So how long do you t h i n k you were spending doing 
housework each week« or each day« do you t h i n k ? 
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Well, being a housewife i s not only housework, 
ther e ' s washing and i r o n i n g - you c a n ' t 
estimate r e a l l y , a s to how many hours you 
would put i n p o l i s h i n g f u r n i t u r e , c l e a n i n g 
c a r p e t s , because t h e r e ' s so many l i t t l e 
t h ings you had to do i n between. 

Older women who remained unmarried had the same emphasis on 

housecare i n s t i l l e d i n them when young, but were i n l e s s of 

a p o s i t i o n to l e t housework dominate them when i n t h e i r mid 

y e a r s due to the f a c t t h a t they were normally at work d u r i n g 

the day. P o s s i b l y t h i s f r e e d them from i d e o l o g i c a l i d e n t i f i 

c a t i o n with the r o l e of housewife, p a r t i c u l a r l y a s the home 

was not t h e i r own a t that stage and they had no breadwinner's 

r o l e to complement. C e r t a i n l y none of the s i n g l e women d i s 

cussed t h e i r mid y e a r s i n terms of the housework they d i d , 

u n l i k e s e v e r a l of the married women, but having l e f t p a i d 

employment the s i n g l e women appear to have t r a n s f e r r e d 

t h e i r f e e l i n g s about work to t h e i r home and adopted a house

w i f e l y p r i d e . Miss C , i n s p i t e of her c l a i m not to be 

houseproud e x h i b i t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e concern over the s t a t e of 

her house: 

... t h e r e ' s some people t h a t ' s houseproud -
they'd do a b i t of d u s t i n g t h i s morning and 
then they'd come and do i t again t h i s aifternoon. 
Y'see I'm not l i k e t h a t . I'm c l e a n - I've got 
every day for e v e r y t h i n g . Mondays I does me 
washing, Tuesdays i s i r o n i n g day ... Wednesday 
u p s t a i r s ... F r i d a y s w i l l be me d o w n s t a i r s day, 
I give i t a l l a good c l e a n once a week ... 
l i k e I say, i f you'm houseproud they'm be 
doing the same th i n g over and over ag a i n , 
but I'm not l i k e t h a t . 
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I t would appear t h a t w h i l s t s i n g l e women might escape the 

i d e o l o g i c a l p r e s s u r e to i d e n t i f y w i t h the home w h i l s t 

c l e a r l y p l a y i n g another r o l e ( t h a t of w o r k e r ) , once back 

w i t h i n the c o n f i n e s of the house the ideology which 

a s s o c i a t e s a woman with the r o l e of a housewife took over. 

Younger women seemed more v a r i e d i n t h e i r approach to house

work. U n l i k e the o l d e r group, many of the younger ones grew 

up w i t h l i t t l e involvement i n household chore s and were more 

f r e e to develop t h e i r own s t a n d a r d s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , f o r a l l 

women some i d e o l o g i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the r o l e of housewife 

seems i n e s c a p a b l e , f o r a l l of the women who c u r r e n t l y , o r i n 

the p a s t , had l i v e d w i t h men s t r e s s e d the d i f f e r e n t standards 

which-they-and the men-held. As" B a r r e t t and" Mcintosh ~ 

i n d i c a t e , t h i s c r e a t e s problems with r e g a r d to s h a r i n g house

hold chores; 'the c h i e f immediate reason t h a t women do most 

of (the housework) i s t h a t they a r e brought up to be more 

attuned to c l e a n l i n e s s and more anxious about d i r t and mess'^^^ 

Mrs. T., born i n 1954 and married a t twenty-one, i l l u s t r a t e d 

how i n s p i t e of her appeirently p r a c t i c a l approach to house

work, d i f f e r e n t standards m i t i g a t e d a g a i n s t her a c c e p t i n g 

much genuine help from her husband: 
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Do you f i n d t h a t you spend a l o t of time 
worrying about the housework? 

No, I l i k e a house f a i r l y c l e a n and f a i r l y 
t i d y , but t h e r e a g a i n , my husband has a 
d i r t y job - h e ' l l probably come home tonight 
with f i l t h y boots, o v e r a l l s p l a s t e r e d i n mud, 
that he's got to put somewhere. He's got to 
walk i n the house and put them somewhere and 
have a wash, th a t i f you were t e r r i b l y 
t e r r i b l y houseproud you wouldn't a l l o w him 
i n t he door •.. 

And do you expect your husband to h e l p w i t h the 
housework? 

I don't expect him to, but he does an awful 
l o t ... he u s u a l l y cooks Sunday d i n n e r , he 
won't make the beds *cos t h a t makes him 
sneeze. Most other things h e ' l l do ... he 
doesn't do them perhaps q u i t e as I would do 
them - I doubt very much whether he would 
thin k about c l e a n i n g the l o o , or d i s i n f e c t i n g 
the bath or perhaps - those t h i n g s . 

So a f t e r he's done anything, which as you say i s 
not e x a c t l y as you'd do i t . would you tend to 
go and do i t a f t e r him or not? 

Not that day. I'd perhaps t h i n k I ' l l do i t 
tomorrow. 

W h i l s t acknowledging t h a t t h e i r s t a ndards of housecare a r e 

higher than men's, almost p a r a d o x i c a l l y a l l of the s e p a r a t e d , 

d i v o r c e d and widowed younger women expressed l i b e r a t i o n from 

housework s i n c e l i v i n g alone (or j u s t w i t h c h i l d r e n ) . P a r t of 

the freedom appears to ai r i s e from the a b i l i t y to a l l o w t h e i r 

i n t e r e s t i n housecare to f l u c t u a t e , having no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

to maintain high standsurds as p a r t of the b a t t l e a g a i n s t t h e i r 

husband's lower ones. Mrs. A. (born i n 1953, married a t 

twenty and separated a t twenty-eight, w i t h t h r e e c h i l d r e n ) 

expressed t h i s f e e l i n g : 
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So do you f i n d that you do more or l e s s housework 
s i n c e you've been on your own? 

I t h i n k l e s s . I don't f e e l I have to m a i n t a i n 
a standard, because the s t a n d a r d i s my standaxd, 
and that means whatever mood I'm i n t h a t ' s how 
much housework I get done. 

Do vou enjoy i t ? 

No, not r e a l l y . I do i t because i t has to be 
done, but I don't get any kind of - I don't 
get any r e a l surge of p l e a s u r e out of i t . 

Miss B. spoke of her d i f f e r e n t approach to housework when 

she was l i v i n g with a b o y f r i e n d : 

So d i d you f i n d y o u r s e l f doing more housework? 

Yes, yes you do, because you're t r y i n g to put 
an impression over a l l the time I suppose. 
There was more work when he was here ... I 
s t i l l keep i t the same as I d i d when he was 
here, but the work i s d i f f e r e n t , you don't 
have to work so hard. 

Do vou t h i n k you minded - i f i t gets u n t i d y now. 
do vou f e e l you must t i d y i t up or do you le a v e i t ? 

I t depends on what mood I'm i n ... when he went, 
I mean i f I didn't f e e l l i k e doing something I ' d 
leave i t . 

Miss G. expressed her view as a s i n g l e woman: 

What about housework, do vou f i n d you spend more 
time doing housework than you'd r e a l l y l i k e t o ? 

No, not r e a l l y , 'cos I don't spend much time doing 
i t . Cleaning the house t a k e s about an hour I 
suppose, an hour and a h a l f every week; washing 
I suppose takes the same time; i r o n i n g under an 
hour, so i t doesn't take me a l l that long at a l l . 
I q u i t e enjoy housework i n f a c t , i t ' s a change 
from school work. 

Many younger women t h e r e f o r e appeax to be f r e e d from the 

i d e o l o g i c a l n e c e s s i t y to f i l l the day w i t h household chores 
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and seem more able to t r e a t housework as a p r a c t i c a l 

n e c e s s i t y . Younger women do s t i l l s e t themselves standards 

however, and the presence of a man i n the house appears to 

a l t e r the s i t u a t i o n f o r women, making housework i n t o more of 

a r o u t i n e as they f e e l the need to s e t c o n s t a n t s t a n d a r d s to 

v ^ i c h the man can a t t a i n , a s though they f e a r t h a t once 

dropped, higher standards cannot be r e i n s t a t e d a s they can 

be when women l i v e alone. 

W h i l s t a l l women appare n t l y have the c a p a c i t y to i d e n t i f y 

with the r o l e of a housewife, a l l having been brought up w i t h 

some awareness of the p r e v a i l i n g ideology which a s s o c i a t e s 

them with the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r a home, three key f a c t o r s 

appear to i n f l u e n c e women's r e l a t i o n s h i p to housework. The 

f i r s t i s that of p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s which a r e i n f l u e n c e d 

by the s i z e of the home asid the number of p>eople l i v i n g i n i t , 

thereby determining the minimum amounts of time and e f f o r t 

n e cessary to maintain 'reasonable' o r d e r . The second f a c t o r 

i s that of whether or not the household i n c l u d e s a man, f o r 

with a man i n the home women g e n e r a l l y f e e l a need to main

t a i n g r e a t e r constancy i n housecare s t a n d a r d s . The t h i r d 

f a c t o r i s th a t of the r o l e a woman sees h e r s e l f a s p l a y i n g . 

Married women who s t a y a t home during the day expend con

s i d e r a b l y more time and energy on housework than married 

women who work o u t s i d e the home, app a r e n t l y a t t a c h i n g more 

importance to t h e i r r o l e of housewife, as do a l l o l d e r women 

who s t a y a t home, i r r e s p e c t i v e of t h e i r m a r i t a l s t a t u s . 
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Younger unmarried women (and women from the o l d e r age group 

when they were working) are a b l e to maintain a r e l a t i v e l y 

p r a c t i c a l approach to housework, whether or not they have 

p r e v i o u s l y been married, thereby i n d i c a t i n g minimal i d e n t i f i 

c a t i o n with the housewifely r o l e so long as they l i v e a l o n e . 

HOUSING 

Moving from housework to the i s s u e of housing, marriage was, 

and i s acknowledged as the most common means by which working 

c l a s s women leave t h e i r p a r e n t a l home. The ways i n which 

housing c o n s i d e r a t i o n s f e a t u r e d i n women's thoughts of 

marriage was d i s c u s s e d i n the p r e v i o u s chapter, but f u r t h e r 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t o the matter r e v e a l s the e x t e n t to which 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s i n f l u e n c e s women's thoughts and op t i o n s w i t h 

regard to e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r own home. 

Women may be i n f l u e n c e d f i r s t by the ideology which a s s o c i a t e s 

a home wi t h marriage i n such a way t h a t the thought of 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a home away from t h e i r parents may not occur to 

unmarried women. Second, materiail o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r s i n g l e 

l i v i n g may l i m i t women's options due to r e s t r i c t e d housing 

f a c i l i t i e s for households other than n u c l e a r f a m i l i e s . T h i r d , 

even i f women do not accept the ideology i n d i v i d u a l l y and are 

not hindered by m a t e r i a l c o n s t r a i n t s , other people's demands 

and expectations of them may prevent any move towards e s t a b 

l i s h i n g t h e i r own home w h i l s t unmarried. An i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

i n t o the extent to which women c o n s i d e r e d moving away from 

t h e i r paurents to s e t up t h e i r own home w h i l s t unmarried; the 
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p r a c t i c a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r such a move; and the a c t u a l 

occurrence of women e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r own homes o u t s i d e 

marriage should i n d i c a t e the extent to which a home was and 

i s l i n k e d with women's m a r i t a l s t a t u s . 

Looking f i r s t a t the g e n e r a l m a t e r i a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 

s i n g l e women who wished to l i v e alone, a t the beginning of 

t h i s c e n t u r y the housing s i t u a t i o n was based almost e n t i r e l y 

around the needs of f a m i l i e s ^ and, as Lambertz s a y s , d uring 

the 1930*s to 1950»s v i r t u a l l y a l l new housing p r o v i s i o n s 

d i s r e g a r d e d s i n g l e women's needs f o r s e l f - c o n t a i n e d u n i t s ^ ^ ^ ^ . 

I n B u c k f a s t l e i g h i n 1911 only t h i r t y - t h r e e households con

s i s t e d of one person of e i t h e r sex, corresponding f i g u r e s 

f o r 1921 and 1931 being f i f t y - s i x auid f o r t y - e i g h t r e s p e c t i v e l y , 

( 9 % and 7% of the t o t a l number of ho u s e h o l d s ) . I n 1951 a 

totea of nine unmarried people of e i t h e r sex aged under f o r t y 

were r e g i s t e r e d a s head of household, although t h e r e were 192 

men and women aged between twenty and t h i r t y - n i n e who were 

unmaLcried. S i n g l e people thus comprised 30% of t h a t age 

group, w h i l s t only 4% of the household heads aged twenty to 

t h i r t y - n i n e . For the same year i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h t w e n t y - f i v e 

s i n g l e women aged s i x t y and over and e i g h t y - f i v e widowed and 

div o r c e d women aged s i x t y and over headed households, 

together t o t a l l i n g 38% of household heads f o r t h a t age group 

w h i l s t comprising 35% of that age population, i n d i c a t i n g the 

v a s t l y i n c r e a s e d chances o l d e r women have of heading a 

household. 
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Current housing p r o v i s i o n s f o r one person households have 

improved i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h and i n the country as a whole. 

1981 Small Area S t a t i s t i c s f o r B u c k f a s t l e i g h i n d i c a t e that 

199 women l i v e d alone that year, though the f a c t t h a t only 

t h i r t y of these (15%) were economically a c t i v e s u g g e s t s 

that the m a j o r i t y of these women were e l d e r l y , a s the head 

of household s t a t i s t i c s confirm. The f o l l o w i n g t a b l e 

i n d i c a t e s that b e s i d e s age, maritaJ. s t a t u s a l s o i n f l u e n c e s 

unmarried women*s chances of heading a household, widowed 

aind d i v o r c e d women being more l i k e l y to do so than s i n g l e 

women. 

TABLE 1 

BUCKFASTLEIGH FEMALE HEAD OF HOUSEHOLDS 1981 

Age M a r i t a l 
S t a t u s 

No. of 
women 
as house
hold 
heads 

Women household 
heads as % t o t a l 
household heads 
of t h i s age 
group 

Women of t h i s 
age group + 
m a r i t a l s t a t u s 
a s % of age 
group (M + F) 

16-59 S i n g l e 19 3 10 

16-59 Widowed 
+ Divorced 58 9 5 

60+ S i n g l e 41 9 7 

60+ Widowed 
+ Divorced 146 32 24 

Source: Small Area S t a t i s t i c s 1981 
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Women who cannot, or do not wish to l i v e alone remain 

hidden w i t h i n the s t a t i s t i c s . T h e i r options, other than 

l i v i n g w ith parents or r e l a t i v e s , a re to shaare a home w i t h 

f r i e n d s or s t r a n g e r s or t o f i n d accommodation through work^^^^ 

The l i k e l i h o o d of any of these a l t e r n a t i v e s i s i n f l u e n c e d by 

f a u n i l i a l o b l i g a t i o n s , m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , normative 

p r e s s u r e s and the a v a i l a b i l i t y of housing. Taking g e n e r a l 

c o n t e x t u a l i s s u e s i n t o account, the i n d i v i d u a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

which prevented or perm i t t e d women from c o n s i d e r i n g or 

e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r own home o u t s i d e marriage i n d i c a t e s the 

str e n g t h and workings of the ideology which l i n k s a home 

with marriage. 

For women e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y one p o s s i b l e means of malting 

the i n i t i a l break from the p a r e n t a l home other than through 

marriage was by moving to another a r e a to work and/or to 

l i v e w i t h people who were a l r e a d y known to them. W h i l s t such 

a move d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y i n v o l v e women i n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r 

own home i t was a s u f f i c i e n t f i r s t move. Mrs. W. f o r i n s t a n c e , 

moved to B r i s t o l where she t r a i n e d to be a nurse and l i v e d 

with her aunt who was a l s o a nu r s e . For her the move was 

f a c i l i t a t e d by the presence of a r e l a t i v e elsewhere, cind the 

reason of a job to move t o . Mrs. W»s younger s i s t e r a l s o 

l e f t home and became a nurse but her youngest s i s t e r , Eva, 

born i n 1909, remained i n the p a r e n t a l home. As Mrs. W, 

s a i d : 
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I know i t was through me becoming a nurse 
that my s i s t e r a l s o became a nurse. I 
would t h i n k she would probably have been 
about eighteen, my dear. I don't remember 
her working i n the f a c t o r y . I remember 
my (youngest) s i s t e r , Eva, working i n the 
f a c t o r y , i n f a c t she d i d nothing e l s e , she 
never l e f t home. 

Mrs. W. and her younger s i s t e r bear out Mackie and P a t a l l o ' s 

f i n d i n g t h a t g i r l s who had v o c a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s g e n e r a l l y 

had mothers, or images of women committed to wider h o r i z o n s 

than p u r e l y the home and f a m i l y N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n s p i t e 

of the presence of an aunt i n B r i s t o l and the p a t t e r n of her 

aunt and o l d e r s i s t e r s to f o l l o w , the youngest daughter 

remained at home, p l a y i n g the r o l e of the c a r i n g daughter. 

Miss D. (born i n 1898) i n s p i t e of being the youngest of 

three c h i l d r e n , l e f t her mother's home a t the age of t h i r t y -

s i x and went to l i v e i n London with her b r o t h e r , but only 

a f t e r much h e a r t - s e a r c h i n g and with the j u s t i f i c a t i o n of 

t r a n s f e r r i n g her c a r i n g r o l e from her mother to her b r o t h e r , 

though she s t i l l maintained r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r her mother. 

Miss D. e x p l a i n e d the move as f o l l o w s : 

... and then E r n ' s w i f e d i e d , and he came i n 
aifter the f u n e r a l and asked me i f I would come 
up with * ira (to London) and I s a i d I * d t h i n k 
i t over, see. Well we thought i t over, 
and then I went back to keep house f o r him. 

Had vou thought of l e a v i n g before your b r o t h e r a^ked 
you to go to London? 

No, no. 

Do vou think you would have l e f t ? 

No, I don't suppose so - w e l l , wouldn't have known 
where to have gone r e a l l y . 
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How did you f e e l , you know, when i t was suggested 
that you go up t h e r e ? How did you f e e l a t f i r s t ? 

Oh, I didn't f e e l too good about i t , you know, 
no - w e l l I d i d n ' t want to leave mother, 'cos I 
was the one that was l e f t with her, s e e , and what 
was going to become of mother, and she wouldn't 
always be with me, s e e . Didn't know what to do 
about i t , but i n the end any r a t e ... l a t t e r years 
she spent most of her time i n London w i t h u s . 

L i k e Miss D. , Miss C. ( a l s o a youngest daughter though she 

di d have a younger b r o t h e r ) f e l t compelled to c a r e f o r her 

p)arents and never c o n s i d e r e d moving i n t o a home of her own. 

Miss C. d i s c u s s e d the mairriage of her younger b r o t h e r : 

... 'twas a f t e r mum d i e d t h a t he got m a r r i e d , 
and l i k e I say, that l e f t me and dad. Well 
then, I l i v e d w i t h dad u n t i l he d i e d i n 1965, 
aind ever s i n c e then I've been on me own. 

Did you ever t h i n k of l i v i n g alone b e f o r e ? 

No, never entered me head. You'd, no, l i k e I 
say, goes out to work to keep myself, and I 
never thought about i t ( l a u g h t e r ) . I was going 
out to - me mind was took up i n looking a f t e r 
dad and looking a f t e r meself then, you see ... 

For Miss H., however (another youngest daughter, born i n 1905) 

the ideology which connected a home wi t h marriage d i d not 

prevent her wanting and c o n s i d e r i n g e s t a b l i s h i n g her own home, 

yet w h i l s t t h i s was a f e a s i b l e p o s s i b i l i t y i n m a t e r i a l terms, 

the r o l e of c a r i n g for her parents prevented t h i s . When i n 

her l a t e twenties and t h i r t i e s she worked i n Totnes and 

Newton Abbott: 
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Did you ever t h i n k of moving to any of those p l a c e s ? 

Yes, but you see my mother and f a t h e r was g e t t i n g 
on a b i t then, and - I remember v e r y w e l l s a y i n g 
to one of the women that I worked w i t h i n Totnes, 
you know, th a t I should l i k e to get a l i t t l e 
c ottage i n Totnes or rooms or something, and l i v e 
t h e r e, you know. And then I s a i d - oh, that I 
couldn't. She s a i d 'Oh, I ' l l get you a room, I 
know where I can get you rooms a l l r i g h t ' . So 
I s a i d , no, I s a i d I can't. My mother was g e t t i n g 
on i n l i f e you see, and I saiid no, i t wouldn't be 
f a i r on her - to leave her, so I d i d n ' t , and I 
kept a l l the time, wherever I went I came home 
each night , always. 

I s e e. Was your s i s t e r l i v i n g a t home a l l t h a t time? 

No, she went i n t o s e r v i c e f o r a l i t t l e w h i l e , 
then she got married •.. 

So do you t h i n k t h a t i f you had moved to Totnes, 
would you have been a b l e to have a f f o r d e d to 
have l i v e d t h e r e ? 

Yes, I t h i n k I should, yes. 

And do you t h i n k your l i f e would have been v e r y 
d i f f e r e n t then? 

Yes, but I always s o r t of wanted to l i v e on me 
own, you know. I l i k e a l i t t l e p l a c e on me own, 
and i f I ' d got t h i s p l a c e t h a t ray f r i e n d s a i d 
that she would get for me i t would only be 
about two or t h r e e rooms, you know. 'Twould 
have been v e r y s m a l l , and the r e n t would have 
been p r a c t i c a l l y nothing - couple of bob or 
h a l f a crown a week, or something l i k e t h a t , 
you know. 

E a r l i e r t h i s century i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h few reasons other than 

marriage seemed s u f f i c i e n t to prompt working c l a s s women to 

consider and a c h i e v e s e t t i n g up t h e i r own home w h i l s t un

married. Although some women might manage t o move away f o r 

work or even c a r e e r purposes, they g e n e r a l l y needed the 

s e c u r i t y of a known person to s t a y w i t h . The l i m i t e d housing 
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market r e i n f o r c e d the ideology which kept most women from 

such c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , b o l s t e r e d by the powerful normative 

f o r c e s which kept daughters - and e s p e c i a l l y the youngest 

ones - i n the p a r e n t a l home even when i d e o l o g i c a l and 

m a t e r i a l f o r c e s d i d not a f f e c t them p e r s o n a l l y . 

When c o n s i d e r i n g the p o s i t i o n f o r the younger women the b i a s 

mentioned i n the p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s (pp. 98, 148) must be taken 

i n t o account. Because of the design of the r e s e a r c h the 

qu e s t i o n n a i r e and i n t e r v i e w s i l l u s t r a t e the s i t u a t i o n s and 

views of women who were able to s e t up a home a p a r t from 

marriage, l e a v i n g unrepresented the s i t u a t i o n of s i n g l e women 

who were u n w i l l i n g or unable to make t h i s s e p a r a t i o n . 

Married women's accounts of t h e i r v i e w s p r i o r to marriage go 

some way towards b r i d g i n g t h i s gap, r e f l e c t i n g the p o s i t i o n 

of unmarried women l i v i n g w i t h o t h e r s . 

Mrs. T. (born i n 19 54 and married a t twenty-one) i n d i c a t e d 

that f o r her marriage and a home were i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d : 

And d i d you ever t h i n k of l e a v i n g home during 
that time? (between s t a r t i n g work and g e t t i n g 
married) 

No, no ... we decided to get a house and we 
hadn't made any date t o get married; but we 
got t h i s house which came through f a i r l y 
q u i c k l y , so we decided - r i g h t - i n s t e a d of 
wasting money by paying out housekeeping f o r 
both p a r e n t s we would get married, so we 
decided to get married w i t h i n t h r e e months 
of f i n d i n g a house. (13) 

C l e a r l y Mrs. T. had not thought of l e a v i n g home p r i o r to 

marriage; b e s i d e s the f a c t t h a t marriage i m p l i e d her own 
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home, appare n t l y her own home i m p l i e d marriage, thus 

completing the i d e o l o g i c a l bond between the two. Notions of 

sharing a house w i t h o t h e r s , f i n d i n g her own accommodation, 

through work or l i v i n g alone appear not to have o c c u r r e d to 

her. 

T h i s was not t r u e of a l l the young women. U n l i k e the 

s i t u a t i o n e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y , the p o s s i b i l i t y o f s i n g l e 

women f i n d i n g a home o u t s i d e marriage no longer seems q u i t e 

so remote. W h i l s t s t i l l inadequate, m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s such 

as the g r e a t e r a v a i l a b i l i t y of housing s u i t a b l e f o r one 

person households, and the somewhat wider opportunity f o r 

s i n g l e women to support themselves have i n f l u e n c e d ajid 

r e f l e c t e d i d e o l o g i c a l and normative e x p e c t a t i o n s . 

Miss B. (born i n 1959) i l l u s t r a t e d the need which she f e l t 

for her own home and the p r i d e which she taJces i n her home, 

both of which are q u i t e unconnected w i t h marriage, and the 

way i n ̂ i c h her f a t h e r found i t p o s s i b l e to ac c e p t such 

f e e l i n g s : 

And was i t d i f f i c u l t to move away from home — 
your parents d i d n ' t mind? 

I t h i n k dad d i d i n a way, but then he knew I 
needed my escape route, because I j u s t c ouldn't 
handle i t any more. My mother i s , w e l l , u n t i d y 
... I l i k e a home to be neat. I'm not houseproud, 
but I cannot stand s i t t i n g i n a room which i s 
chock-a-block with t h i s and that ... 

Li k e other s i n g l e women i n t e r v i e w e d . Miss B. i l l u s t r a t e d the 

f a c t that the c o n d i t i o n s a s s o c i a t e d with s i n g l e l i v i n g are 
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l e s s d i f f i c u l t to f u l f i l now f o r working c l a s s women than 

they were e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y . W h i l s t the i d e o l o g i c a l l i n k 

between a home and marriage s t i l l e x i s t s f o r msiny women, 

the notion of e s t a b l i s h i n g a home apctrt from marriage i s 

c u r r e n t l y more r e a d i l y a c c e p t a b l e and a strong wish to do 

so, though by no means the norm, i s g e n e r a l l y s u f f i c i e n t to 

achieve t h i s . 

EMPLOYMENT 

Paid employment i s another a r e a where women's a c t u a l 

experience tends to be based on the premise t h a t they w i l l 

be, or a l r e a d y a r e , w i v e s . D e s p i t e r e c e n t l e g i s l a t i o n , j o b 

ex p e c t a t i o n s , o p p o r t u n i t i e s and s a l a r i e s have been, and 

continue to be, i n f l u e n c e d by the n o t i o n of women's f a m i l i a l 

r o l e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , changes have o c c u r r e d during t h i s c entury 

At the beginning of the century few women worked a f t e r mar

r i a g e and those who d i d were r e s t r i c t e d to p a r t i c u l c i r j o b s ; 

i n Devon as a whole only 8.8% of married women were employed 

whereas i n 1981, 37% of married women i n Devon were 

employed^ '. Employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r working c l a s s 

women i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h e a r l y t h i s c e n t u r y were very l i m i t e d , 

as d i s c u s s e d i n Chapter Four. Women's e x p e c t a t i o n s were 

i n f l u e n c e d by the experience of those around them and few 

women viewed work as o f f e r i n g i n t r i n s i c s a t i s f a c t i o n . When 

d i s c u s s i n g work the m a j o r i t y of women spoken to e v a l u a t e d 

employment i n terms of the money i t provided. Miss D. f o r 

example, who was born i n 1898 d e s c r i b e d her f e e l i n g s about 
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wool s o r t i n g a t the m i l l : 

I l e f t s c h o o l when I was t h i r t e e n , and went 
r i g h t i n t o the f a c t o r y . 

Did you want to go to the f a c t o r y ? 

I - no, hated i t I ... my mother was a 
widow, see, and had nothin' coming i n 
hardly ... I worked a l l the week f o r nothing, 
next week I had a s h i l l i n g , then one and s i x , 
then two s h i l l i n g s , u n t i l i t got up to f i v e 
s h i l l i n g . And then you stopped - and then 
i t was up to the foreman. I f he thought you 
were good a t your work he'd say to the Hamlyn 
brother - the boss - 'She d e s e r v e s a r i s e ' . 
He'd say, 'Oh, give her sixpence*, t h a t ' s a l l l 

About seven y e a r s l a t e r the f a c t o r y went over to p i e c e work: 

... so that was b e t t e r f o r us, 'cos the 
more you was doing the more money you was 
earning, see. And that turned out f i n e 
that d i d - oh, was q u i t e happy a f t e r t h a t . 

Women who continued employment a f t e r marriage were i n the 

minority, i n s p i t e of o f t e n s e v e r e l y r e s t r i c t e d funds. Of 

the o l d e r women i n t e r v i e w e d only two of those who married 

took up paid employment a f t e r w a r d s : one was a mother of t h r e e 

who worked during the war w h i l s t her husband was away, the 

other was ain I r i s h woman (born i n 1898) who married a 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h man when i n her m i d - t h i r t i e s and f a c e d extreme 

f i n a n c i a l h a r d s h i p . As she s a i d about working: 

... w e l l I had to - Do you know - my f i r s t 
week's wages ( i . e . her husband's wages), when we 
got married was two pound - married. That's 
i n c r e d i b l e i s n ' t i t ? ... so how c o u l d you expect 
ainybody to get a home together ••• w e l l , I 
couldn't s t a y home w i t h two pounds a week. I 
mean, we had to l i v e , we had to pay our rent 
and our r a t e s , and your l i g h t and your gas - so 
what could you do wi t h two pounds1 I used to go 
out to work from nine t i l l two. 
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Did you mind? 

No - no. Course I shouldn't - but, - no 
I d i d n ' t mind - w e l l , i t was no use minding 
because you had to do i t . 

As Mrs. M. i n d i c a t e d , the assumption t h a t marriage (not even 

motherhood - Mrs. M. had no c h i l d r e n ) i m p l i e d f u l l - t i m e 

housework, seems to have been w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d . 

So when you got married what job were you doing? 

None, I was home. We d i d n ' t go out to work 
when we were married. 

No? 

No. Never. 

Would your husband have l i k e d you to have gone 
out to work? 

No, I st a y e d home, and looked a f t e r him and the 
home. 

Did your mother work? 

No, not a f t e r she married. 

What d i d she do before, do you know? 

In the m i l l - weaver - yes, weaver. 'Course 
a f t e r she married you see, granny and grandpa 
was ther e - amd me - that was enough f o r her 
to do. 

Women who remained unmarried a f t e r t h e i r t h i r t i e s f a c e d a 

d i f f e r e n t s i t u a t i o n . W h i l s t these women had o f t e n been 

m a t e r i a l l y p r i v i l e g e d e a r l i e r i n l i f e , a s they grew older 

they tended to f a c e i n c r e a s i n g f i n a n c i a l burdens a s they 

were l e f t to support t h e i r ageing p a r e n t ( s ) . These o b l i g a 

t i o n s were p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f f i c u l t to f u l f i l on a woman's pay, 

and c l e a i r l y resentment was f e l t by some a g a i n s t married women 
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who could t r e a t t h e i r pay as supplementary to t h e i r husband's 

'family wage'. Miss C , born i n 1912, d e s c r i b e d how she 

handed i n her n o t i c e from her j o b a t the m i l l as a warper i n 

her l a t e t w e n t i e s : 

Well you used to have b i g bobbins and 
l i t t l e bobbins there was another warper 
there - they used to work i n another compartment 
down under us. As I say, he (the foreman) wa^ 
more f r i e n d l y with the ones down under, and he 
vised to be gi v i n g her a l l the b i g bobbins and I 
used to get a l l the l i t t l e ones - and I t o l d him, 
I s a i d 'Why should 'er always 'ave the b i g ones, 
and me always t y i n ' the l i t t l e ones', I s a i d , 
'I'm here to earn my l i v i n g , the same as ' e r ' . 
And she was a married woman and had a husband 
as w e l l , whereas I was s i n g l e you s e e . And 
anyway, 'Oh, nothing about t h a t , anyway, I'm 
the boss' he s a i d . 'Oh', I s a i d , ' A l l r i g h t 
i f t h a t ' s the way you f e e l ' , I s a i d , ' I ' l l g i v e 
i n me n o t i c e ... I'm s o r r y , I'm not going to 
s t a y here to be j u s t put on l i k e t h i s ' , I s a i d , 
'I'v e got to work f o r meself , I 'aven't got 
no husband to bring me i n another packet' I 
s a i d - 'What I earn i s a l l I g e t ' . 

Working c l a s s women who remained unmarried i n t o t h e i r l a t e 

twenties not only had a longer work r e c o r d than most of t h e i r 

married contemporaries, they were a l s o f i r m l y committed to 

work f o r f i n a n c i a l reasons i f f o r no o t h e r . Did these, or 

any other f a c t o r s , i n f l u e n c e t h e i r a t t i t u d e s towaxds work? 

I t would appear that s i n g l e women d i d develop a c l o s e r 

i d e n t i t y with t h e i r work. Unlike the married women who d i s 

cussed work c h i e f l y i n terms of the money i t brought them, 

the s i n g l e women d e s c r i b e d t h e i r work i n f a r g r e a t e r d e t a i l 

and with obvious p r i d e . For i n s t a n c e . Miss C , having l e f t 

the m i l l found work i n Staverton as a wood sprayer amd 

p o l i s h e r i n a j o i n e r y works: 
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... we used to do a l l the s p r a y i n g - spray 
on a l l the l a c q u e r s , and then of course i t was, 
a f t e r a l l the lacque r was sprayed on i t was 
f i n i s h e d o f f w i t h wax you s e e , then you'd 
smooth i t o f f . When you spray i t on i t looks 
smooth, but you've s t i l l got to f i n i s h i t o f f 
... Well i t was the v a r i e t y of t h i n g s , l i k e 
the f u r n i t u r e we made - bookcases, bedsteads, 
c h e s t s of drawers, b i g committee t a b l e s -
p o l i s h e d committee t a b l e s - and then were 
w r i t i n g desks w i t h the l e a t h e r tops and the 
wood sijxrounds, beading, ... and we done 
thousands and thousands of them - I mean, 
makes you wonder where they a l l went to I 

Miss H. (born i n 1905) r e f l e c t s s i m i l a r involvement w i t h her 

work: 

I was twenty-four when I s t a r t e d s e r i o u s work 
••• and I f i n i s h e d up the mamageress and used 
to do the books and the wages ... At f i r s t 
I was j u s t the a s s i s t a n t i n the shop, you 
know, there was two of us and the one t h a t was 
wi t h me - she was the book-keeper and the 
manageress; a f t e r t h r e e y e a r s she got marr i e d 
and I took her job ... Then from the r e I went 
to Newton, and I was i n the o f f i c e s t h e r e - no 
shop at a l l i n Newton - a l l o f f i c e s ... and then 
they bought t h i s l i t t l e p l a c e i n Ashburton and 
then I went t h e r e ; but I used to have to do the 
book-keeping and a l l t h a t - keep the money a l l 
r i g h t , bank the money and a l l t h a t . We had the 
bakers a t the back then and we had men out there 
working - 'twas v e r y n i c e too ... you get to know 
them (the people who cajne i n the shop) and t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s , and i f t h e i r husbands were out of work, 
you know, they'd come and t e l l you or i f t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n were i l l , and you get ̂ r e a l l y i n t e r e s t e d , 
and I used to come home and t e l l mother and 
fa t h e r about i t ... 

The reasons why unmarried women developed such am attachment 

to t h e i r employment a r e m u l t i f a c e t e d and d i f f i c u l t to d i s 

entangle. S i n g l e women's longer working l i f e may have 

i n c r e a s e d the l i k e l i h o o d of t h e i r becoming p e r s o n a l l y i n v o l v e d 

with the job; without the e x p e c t a t i o n of imminent marriage, 
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work was p o s s i b l y r e t r i e v e d from i t s tempx^rary s t a t u s and 

e l e v a t e d to a higher p r i o r i t y i n s i n g l e women's l i v e s ; 

these women had more opportunity to f i n d work which i n t e r e s t e d 

them - t h i s may be p a r t l y the reason or the r e s u l t of non-

marriage; and w i t h few s o c i a l o u t l e t s work provided an 

opportunity to make c o n t a c t w i t h o t h e r s . Whatever the 

v a r i o u s combination of reaso n s i t i s cleax that b e s i d e s 

v a l u i n g - and needing - the remuneration from work and i n 

s p i t e of a l l being i n v o l v e d i n sex s p e c i f i c j o b s , these and 

other women who delayed marriage found s a t i s f a c t i o n and v a l u e 

i n t h e i r work i n a way which women who married a t a r e l a t i v e l y 

e a r l y age appear not to have done. 

The c u r r e n t p o s i t i o n i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h w i t h r e g a r d to women 

working i s s i m i l a r to th a t i n Devon and the country a s a 

whole where the propo r t i o n of a l l working women who are s i n g l e 

has gone down, and the propo r t i o n married has gone up. I n 

1981, 38% of a l l married women i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h were economic

a l l y a c t i v e , comprising 64% of the female work f p r c e (compar

able f i g u r e s f o r Devon as a whole a r e 37% and 6 3 % ) . Married 

women most l i k e l y to be economically a c t i v e a r e those i n the 

age group 30-45, where 63% of married women i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h 

are engaged i n p a i d work, compared w i t h 77% of s i n g l e , 

widowed aind d i v o r c e d women, married women thus making up 

80.5% of the female workforce f o r t h i s age group (81% i n 

Devon a s a whole). Wives with c h i l d r e n aged 0-4 axe those 

l e a s t l i k e l y to be employed, only 22% of th e s e i n 
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B u c k f a s t l e i g h a r e economically a c t i v e ( 5 % f u l l - t i m e ; 17% 

p a r t - t i m e ) , w h i l s t of wives w i t h c h i l d r e n aged 5-15, 56% 

are i n employment ( 1 9 % f u l l - t i m e ; 37% p a r t - t i m e ) . S i n g l e , 

widowed and d i v o r c e d women remain more l i k e l y than married 

women to work f u l l - t i m e ; 71% of economically a c t i v e s i n g l e , 

widowed and d i v o r c e d women are f u l l - t i m e workers, compared 

wi t h 45% of married women, the former making up 47% of the 

female f u l l - t i m e work f o r c e 

The o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r work f o r s i n g l e and ma r r i e d women of 

working c l a s s o r i g i n s who l i v e i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h a r e now con

s i d e r a b l y wider than e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y and there i s f a r 

g r e a t e r a v a i l a b i l i t y of p a r t - t i m e work, though by f a r the 

gr e a t e r p a r t of i t i s s t i l l s e x - s p e c i f i c . The q u e s t i o n 

remains however, of whether women's a t t i t u d e s to work have 

changed, and to what degree women's m a r i t a l s t a t u s i n f l u e n c e s 

t h e i r motives and f e e l i n g s r e garding employment. 

Some r e s e a r c h has a l r e a d y touched on t h i s i s s u e , noting the 

d i f f e r e n t ways i n which married and unmarried women view 

t h e i r e a r n i n g s . Gunnison f o r i n s t a n c e , i n the 1960*s found 

that 'Wage earning d i f f e r e d f o r married and s i n g l e women. 

Married women thought of t h e i r p a i d j o b as an a d d i t i o n to 

t h e i r job of home-keeping and t h e i r income as a supplement to 

t h e i r husbands ... Most of the married women, however, had 

a sense of f i n a n c i a l s e c u r i t y t h a t the s i n g l e women 

l a c k e d ' M o t i v e s f o r work have a l s o been d i s c u s s e d by 

o t h e r s , emphasising the f a c t that married women work not 
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j u s t to support the f a m i l y income, but as a means of 

escaping the boredom of domestic r o u t i n e , and f i n d i n g 

company^ ^. 

S a t i s f a c t i o n gained from work may be seen as com p r i s i n g 

three main components: f i n a n c i a l rewsurds; companionship; 

and i n t r i n s i c s a t i s f a c t i o n from the work i t s e l f . W h i l s t 

some s i n g l e women c l e a r l y do hold d i f f e r e n t views from 

married women towards t h e i r eaurnings, f o r many s i n g l e working 

c l a s s women the f i n a n c i a l rewards to be gained from work have 

been eroded as the d i f f e r e n c e between low f>aid employment and 

welf a r e b e n e f i t s becomes s m a l l e r . T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y true 

f o r women with c h i l d r e n and the f i n a n c i a l a s p e c t of work 

of t e n becomes more a matter of p r e s e r v i n g s e l f - e s t e e m r a t h e r 

than economic g a i n . Miss B., a twenty-four year o l d s i n g l e 

woman with a c h i l d i l l u s t r a t e d t h i s : 

So what's your job now? 

Well, I c l a s s myself a s a domestic h e l p , but 
b a s i c a l l y I run the guest-house now. 
And do you enjoy i t ? 

L a t e l y i t ' s been g e t t i n g me down, but, yes, 
I do ... l i k e I say, i t ' s the th i n g about 
.coming home with that wage pjacket and knowing 
I ecurned i t . Whatever comes i n t o t h i s p l a c e , 
I've done i t for me and him (her son) - you 
know, I haven't had i t handed out on a p l a t e . 

Mrs. A., a separated mother of th r e e c h i l d r e n , born i n 1953, 

r e g r e t t e d stopping work, not f o r f i n a n c i a l r e a s o n s but 

because she missed the company: 
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And you don't do any o u t s i d e work now? 

No, not s i n c e I had my bad l e g 

And a r e you s o r r y to have stopped work? 

YesJ I do miss i t , I miss the companionship 
when I had that job I d i d n ' t f e e l the 

need to go out i n the evening, to see people, 
'cos I ' d been working w i t h people during the 
day, and I ' d a l s o be meeting new people 
but now I haven't got a j o b I do f e e l the 
pressure more to go out i n the evening to 
see people, 'cos you do, you know, you do 
get l o n e l y . 

Of the younger women i n t e r v i e w e d only one seemed to f i n d 

i n t r i n s i c s a t i s f a c t i o n from the work i t s e l f . She was a 

s i n g l e teacher and f o r her, f i n a n c i a l rewards, companionship 

and i n t r i n s i c s a t i s f a c t i o n a r e combined. As Miss G. s a i d 

about her work: 

... sometimes i t seems to dominate completely, 
when you're rushed o f f your f e e t , but I enjoy 
i t . Sometimes I t h i n k , i f I could get smother 
job f o r the same money I ' d change ... but on 
the whole I enjoy i t ... I j u s t enjoy t e a c h i n g 
the s u b j e c t anyway. 

And do you t h i n k you'd go on working i f you d i d n ' t 
need the money? 

Yes, I think so; I t h i n k I ' d get bored. I 
couldn't s t a y a t home and do nothing I 
don't t h i n k . 

A s s e s s i n g the s i t u a t i o n as a whole, i t appears t h a t f i n a n c i a l 

reasons f o r work have become l e s s p r e s s i n g than they were 

e a r l i e r t h i s century. W h i l s t many s i n g l e women a r e s t i l l 

s t r u g g l i n g to s u r v i v e and/or support dependants on a wage 

which i s t y p i c a l f o r 'women's work' - and t h e r e f o r e intended 

to supplement a man's 'family wage' - the r i s k of d i r e 
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poverty which threatened many s i n g l e women e a r l i e r t h i s 

century has been cushioned by w e l f a r e p r o v i s i o n s . Married 

women a l s o often work f o r l e s s p r e s s i n g f i n a n c i a l reasons 

than they did e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y when - f o r many - only 

extreme f i n a n c i a l h a r d s h i p would j u s t i f y c o n t r a v e n i n g the 

i d e a l of the f u l l - t i m e housewife. Although many f a m i l i e s 

now r e l y on a married woman's income, reasons other than 

s e v e r e need g e n e r a l l y i n f l u e n c e the d e c i s i o n to work. 

Wh i l s t companionship from work was something o n l y mentioned 

i n the older group by women wi t h prolonged work r e c o r d s , 

many of the younger married and unmarried women v a l u e d t h i s 

a s p e c t of employment, 

Mrs. T. (born i n 1954 and married i n 1975) i l l u s t r a t e d the 

way i n which she r e a l i s e d the p o t e n t i a l c o n f l i c t between her 

r o l e as a housewife and as an employed woman, yet the 

value she placed on the companionship she found a t work: 

Did you c a r r y on working (when you m a r r i e d ) ? 

I did f i n d a j o b i n Totnes, h a i r d r e s s i n g -
j u s t f o r - I used to work three days a week 
I t h i n k . 

Was that what vou wanted, or would you have 
r a t h e r been f u l l - t i m e ? 

I t worked very n i c e l y j I t h i n k t h a t working 
f u l l - t i m e plus t r y i n g to keep the house might 
have been too much. 

Mrs. T. stopped work when she was seven months pregnant: 

Were you p l e a s e d to stop - I mean, apart from 
the f a c t that you were pregnant? 

I missed the company ... I found i t v e r y , v e r y q u i e t ... 
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An element of choice ( e i t h e r c h o i c e of whether or not to 

work, or choice of where to work) appears to be an e s s e n t i a l 

f e a t u r e of a p p r e c i a t i n g aspiects of work other than mere 

economic ones. W h i l s t women from the olde r group who 

remained unmarried had a longer time i n which to f i n d work 

more s u i t e d to them than d i d t h e i r contemporaories who 

married e a r l y , many c u r r e n t l y married women and low-paid 

unmarried women ( e s p e c i a l l y those w i t h c h i l d r e n ) choose to 

work for reasons other than p u r e l y economic ones, thereby 

emphasising n o n - f i n a n c i a l rewards^ 

S a t i s f a c t i o n from the work i t s e l f i s d i f f i c u l t to d e r i v e 

from many of the r o u t i n e and tedious t a s k s which comprise 

women's work. The few working c l a s s women who f i n d more 

middle c l a s s employment g e n e r a l l y do d e r i v e i n t r i n s i c 

s a t i s f a c t i o n - f o r i n s t a n c e , Mrs. W. the nurse and Miss G. 

the teacher - but f o r other women s a t i s f a c t i o n may come i n 

l e s s d i r e c t ways, such as the f e e l i n g of s e l f - w o r t h which 

s e l f - s u p p o r t b r i n g s . W h i l s t , u n l i k e e a r l i e r t h i s century 

a l l t h r e e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ; money, companionship, and s a t i s 

f a c t i o n now seem r e l e v a n t (though i n v a r y i n g degrees) to 

married and unmarried women, s i n g l e women do s t i l l appear 

to give work a higher p r i o r i t y i n t h e i r l i v e s , and to va l u e 

i t s v a r i o u s aspects more than mairried women who normally 

have a husband's s a l a r y and a r o l e as a housewife to f a l l 

back on. Nevertheless, i n a r e s t r i c t e d aurea such as 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h , whatever a woman's o r i e n t a t i o n to work, 
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c a r e e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r women of working c l a s s o r i g i n s aze 

s c a r c e and s i n g l e women have few chances to e x p l o i t p o t e n t i a l 

commitment to work.' 

FINANCE 

Having d i s c u s s e d money as a reward f o r work, the ways i n 

which women view t h e i r e a r n i n g s or t h e i r share of the f a m i l y 

income remains to be c o n s i d e r e d . The older group of women, 

when young, could not f a i l to be aware of the f i n a n c i a l 

d i f f i c u l t i e s which surrounded them, and i t was commonplace 

f o r daughters to give a l l of t h e i r e a r n i n g s to t h e i r mothers 

from the time when they s t a r t e d work u n t i l the time when 

they were co n s i d e r e d o l d enough to go 'on board* (the younger 

p r i v i l e g e d daughters d i s c u s s e d i n Chapter F i v e were the 

e x c e p t i o n s ) . Miss C. (born i n 1912) i l l u s t r a t e s the t y p i c a l 

f i n a n c i a l arrangements f o r young g i r l s : 

I don't know i f I can remember r e a l l y - how 
much i t was - ten s h i l l i n g a week I got? 
Something l i k e t h a t . 

Would vou give t h a t money t o your mother? 

Oh yes, I ' d give t h a t to Mam, and then she 
would giv e me half a crown spending money. 

In her l a t e twenties Miss C. changed her j o b : 

So do vou th i n k t h a t was when you s t a r t e d keeping 
the money y o u r s e l f ? 

Yes, yes, 'cos I was e a r n i n g more down there -
i t was b e t t e r pay d w n th e r e - ... I was ea r n i n g 
more money and Mam s a i d , 'Oh w e l l , you can look 
a f t e r y o u r s e l f now* . 
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Even those daughters who were not l i v i n g a t home o f t e n con

t r i b u t e d to the f a m i l y income, f o r i n s t a n c e the nurse who 

worked i n B r i s t o l sent money home, and Mrs. V., when she was 

i n s e r v i c e i n her teens, s t i l l maintained f i n a n c i a l o b l i g a 

t i o n s towards her f a m i l y . As she s a i d : 

... mother used to l i k e f o r me to do her 
h a i r , and cut her n a i l s ; her used to l i k e 
for me to do the l i t t l e j o b s l i k e t h a t ... 
me h a l f day - i f I d i d n ' t want to go down 
anywhere e l s e , t h a t ' s what I used to do then. 
But although I wasn't g e t t i n g a l l t h a t (much) 
money, she'd expect to have a l i t t l e b i t of 
something from what I had, you know, I used 
to have to g i v e her a l i t t l e b i t of something. 

How much would vou g i v e h e r ? 

Sixpence sometimes, and sixpence was a l o t of 
money i n those days, you know. 

So that money wasn't f o r your keep, because vou 
were g e t t i n g a l l your food where you were l i v i n g 
anyway? 

Oh yes, w e l l - used to have perhaps a l i t t l e b i t 
of t e a when I went home h a l f day. 

Once married, l i f e continued to be a s t r u g g l e f o r the m a j o r i t y 

of women. Mrs. J . , who was born i n 1906 and marri e d i n her 

twe n t i e s , r e l a t e d the s i t u a t i o n when she married her husband 
who was a bus conductor: 

... he was g e t t i n g one pound one and four pence 
a week. He used to keep the one and four pence 
h e s e l f , and giv e the - you wouldn't c r e d i t i t 
would you? And s i x s h i l l i n g s I t h i n k we had to 
pay for r e n t . 

So what would the r e s t of the money go on? 
Food and that ... 
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Did you have your own spending money? 

No, he used to keep the one and fourpence 
h e s e l f , but then l a t e r on i n the week I used 
to have i t back a g a i n . 

And what would you spend i t on? 

Food. 

I n c o n d i t i o n s where mere s u r v i v a l absorbed a l l of the income^ 

i n e q u a l i t y between husband aoid w i f e e i t h e r d i d not e x i s t , 

or wais not e v i d e n t . Mrs. J ' s e^qperience was c o n s i s t e n t w i t h 

Pahl's theory that when money i s i n very s h o r t supply, the 

'whole wage system' becomes the norm, whereby one person -

u s u a l l y the w i f e - i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r f a m i l y biidgeting. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , as Pahl p o i n t s out, a t t h i s l e v e l of s u r v i v a l -

with no room f o r manoeuvre - managing the budget i s a chore 

r a t h e r than a source of power w i t h i n a marriage. 

Pahl goes on to note that a t middle l e v e l incomes, e s p e c i a l l y 

where only the husband i s earning, the 'whole wage system' 

g e n e r a l l y g i v e s way to some s o r t of 'allowance system* where 

the husband g i v e s the w i f e a s p e c i f i c amount of money each 

week, w h i l s t he r e t a i n s c o n t r o l over h i s p e r s o n a l spending 
(19 ) 

and a l s o over the l a r g e r p r o p o r t i o n of household r e s o u r c e s ^ ' 

Such a system g i v e s the husband u l t i m a t e power w i t h r e g a r d 

to household r e s o u r c e s as Mrs. V's e x p e r i e n c e r e f l e c t s -

though i t must be noted t h a t , contraury to P a h l ' s theory, Mr. 

and Mrs. V. were operating on an 'allowance system' as 

opposed to a 'whole wage system' even when the incoming wages 

were extremely lew. Mrs. V. was born i n 1910 and married 
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her husband a t twenty, when her husband was a farm l a b o u r e r 

«.. he was only g e t t i n g a pound a week 
... and I was only g e t t i n g ten s h i l l i n g s 
(from him). You had to buy a l l - what 
could you save out of t h a t - yoii c o u l d n ' t 
save nothing I See, so, e v e n t u a l l y my 
brother got up one day, he s a i d U^fhy don't 
•ee l e t me t r y and get you a job down the 
quarry, where I work'. He s a i d , 'Give up 
the old farming', and t h a t ' s what he done, 
and we s t a r t e d p i c k i n g up a l i t t l e b i t from 
there ... 

What used to happen about housekeeping• would 
he give vou a l l the money then? 

Oh, I was never kept s h o r t , never: he never 
used to give i t a l l to me, but I was never 
kept s h o r t . We never wanted f o r nothing, 
and i f I wanted, I only had to a s k . 

What s o r t of t h i n g s would you spend money on? 

Oh, household t h i n g s , or c l o t h e s f o r the 
c h i l d r e n . Yes, I never used to bother about 
meself .•• 

I f vou wanted to spend a l o t of money on something. 
who would decide about i t ? 

Oh w e l l , we'd decide more or l e s s together; but 
I couldn't say to my husband, 'Look, I want 
t h i s , I wants t h a t ' , you know, I used to have 
to say to him, 'Oh, wouldn't mind having so and 
so', and he wouldn't say nothing you know, then 
perhaps a couple of months a f t e r he'd say, 'Look 
what o l d so-and-so got. We'll have to get one'. 
He used to l i k e to think i t was h i s i d e a . 

The operation of the 'allowance system' encourages women to 

e x e r c i s e t h e i r budgeting s k i l l s on p r o v i d i n g household smd 

fam i l y goods, and as Mrs. V. i l l u s t r a t e s . , even when money 

was no longer i n such s h o r t supply p e r s o n a l spending was 

apparently not considered. The buying of j o i n t goods was, 

i n f a c t , decided 'more or l e s s t o gether', but Mrs. V., 

l i k e many wives, had to conceal her r o l e i n the d e c i s i o n -
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making process to a l l o w the wage earner to f e e l t h a t he was 

i n s o l e c o n t r o l . 

The t h i r d budgeting system d e s c r i b e d by P a h l , t h a t of the 

'pooling system' where both spouses draw on j o i n t r e s o u r c e s 

as aind when needed, was i l l u s t r a t e d by only one o l d e r woman 

int e r v i e w e d . T h i s was the c a s e of a s i n g l e woman who went 

to care f o r her brother i n London when she vtas i n her mid-

t h i r t i e s . Pahl c l a i m s t h a t the 'pooling system' may r e f l e c t 

a more e g a l i t a r i a n r e l a t i o n s h i p , or t h a t i t may be a con

sequence of g r e a t e r a f f l u e n c e and hence a l e s s e r need to 

budget c a r e f u l l y . Middle c l a s s couples, those w i t h higher 

incomes and/or s i t u a t i o n s where both p a r t n e r s a r e earning 

seem those most l i k e l y to adopt the 'pooling system'. I n 

Miss D's case such a system appeaxs to r e f l e c t the e g a l i t a r i a n 

r e l a t i o n s h i p the brother and s i s t e r shared. As Miss D. 

(who was born i n 1898) s a i d : 

... I always done what I l i k e d , haven't I ? 
He would always give me h i s wage p a c k e t . 

So did you have your own spending money? 

Well, we used to put e v e r y t h i n g t o g e t h e r . 

I see, so i f you wemted to buy y o u r s e l f something n i c e ? 

Well, I'd go to whatever was saved up, yes ... 
Well, we're doing the same now ... a j i ' i f he 
wants anything he goes and p i c k s the money 
out of whatever we got there .. • 

The pooling system r e l i e s on each p a r t n e r ' s assessment of t h e i r 

need for personal spending and f o r couples where the w i f e ' s 

i n t e r e s t s have become t o t a l l y merged w i t h the home, e q u a l i t y 
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i s no more guaranteed through t h i s system than any ot h e r . 

Miss D., however, c l e a r l y f e l t f r e e to spend money on h e r 

s e l f whenever funds permitted i n s p i t e of the f a c t that she 

was not earning any money h e r s e l f , being i n v o l v e d i n f u l l -

time housecare. T h i s r a i s e s the q u e s t i o n of why Mr. and 

Miss D. were the only couple to budget i n t h i s way. 

One p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n may be the f a c t t h a t Miss D., being 

i n her mid t h i r t i e s had a longer work r e c o r d than many women 

who married e a r l y ajid had developed a notion of pe r s o n a l 

funds and i n d i v i d u a l spending which she was then a b l e to 

t r a n s f e r to a shared budget. T h i s however, would not account 

f o r the d i f f e r e n c e between Miss D's s i t u a t i o n and the other 

women who married i n t h e i r t h i r t i e s , who went over to an 

'allowance system' . Admittedly, the e x p l a n a t i o n could be a 

geographical one - the f a c t that t h i s couple were l i v i n g i n 

London r a t h e r than B u c k f a s t l e i g h , but both were o f 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h working c l a s s o r i g i n s , the brother having 

l i v e d i n the town u n t i l h i s t w e n t i e s , b e s i d e s which they 

continued to pool r e s o u r c e s when they r e t u r n e d to the town 

to r e t i r e . The e x p l a n a t i o n would appear to l i e i n the 

nature of the r e l a t i o n s h i p , i t being a s i b l i n g r a t h e r than 

a m a r i t a l one. U n l i k e the married women. Miss D., by her 

acceptance of the f a c t that she deserved equal a c c e s s to 

common funds, i n d i c a t e d that she viewed her r o l e of house-

c a r e r not as her unpaid duty, but as a chosen a l t e r n a t i v e to 

supporting h e r s e l f through paid employment. She thereby 
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maintained a sense of i n d i v i d u a l i d e n t i t y and r i g h t s , which 

other women seem to have l o s t through marriage. 

Turning to the younger women, Mrs. Y., who was born i n 

1934 and married a t twenty-three, r e l a t e d how she and her 

husband worked on a whole wage system, t h e i r funds being 

very l i m i t e d . As she acknowledged, t h i s was not n e c e s s a r i l y 
advantageous f o r h e r : 

... perhaps I was more f o r t u n a t e than a l o t 
of married women - or unfortunate - i t depends 
on the way you look a t i t . Mike s a i d he had 
enough t r o u b l e earning the so-and-so money, 
he wasn't going to have the headache of 
spreading i t around. As long as he got some 
i n h i s pocket I looked a f t e r the b i l l s , so I 
knew e x a c t l y what came i n - I knew e x a c t l y 
what went out - and I knew how t i g h t i t was. 

Did vou have your own money, j u s t f o r spending? 
No. 

Mrs. T., who was born i n 1954 and ma r r i e d a t twenty-one 

i l l u s t r a t e d the way i n which the pooling system, w h i l s t 

making money a v a i l a b l e to both p a r t n e r s , i n no way ensures 

that women w i l l spend money p e r s o n a l l y . Although as Mrs. T. 

admitted, she and her husband 'can comfortably a f f o r d to do 

most t h i n g s ' she f e e l s compelled to s a c r i f i c e her needs to 

those of her f a m i l y : 
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... my husband has always been v e r y good, 
whatever money th e r e i s around, the one who 
needs i t most gets i t most - and I've always 
known how much he earns - I have got s o l e 
c o n t r o l over i t as such. I t ' s j u s t t h i s 
h a b i t that you've got to get i n t o , of knowing 
how much t h i n g s a r e going to c o s t , shopping-
wise ... Whereas you used to have your own 
money - 'Oh w e l l , t h a t s your s a v i n g s f o r 
your new d r e s s ... t h a t ' s Saturday night 
money', - type of thing ... you've s o r t of 
got to work i t out; i n s t e a d of a new d r e s s , 
the e l e c t r i c i t y b i l l money, the r a t e s b i l l 
money. 

And do you s t i l l keep some comple t e l y a p a r t 
fo r c l o t h e s and t h i n g s , or do you tend not to 
do t h a t now? 

No, l i k e l a s t week, I looked a t my husband and I 
s a i d ' I need a new p a i r of j e a n s ' , and Saturday 
he s a i d , 'Well go and buy them' he s a y s , 'Stop 
a l l t h i s , that you've got to say' - or as i f I've 
got to p l e a d with him; but once you s o r t of have 
c h i l d r e n you always t h i n k , w e l l they must have 
i t f i r s t ... you get out of the h a b i t a l t o g e t h e r 
of buying anything f o r y o u r s e l f , and then you 
go and look a t the p r i c e of t h i n g s and you s a y , 
'Oh no, I can't a f f o r d t h a t ' . 

And i f you do go and buy y o u r s e l f something, how 
do you f e e l a f t e r you've bought i t ? 

Well, l i k e on Saturday, he s a i d 'Go and buy i t ' , 
then I go and buy i t and t h i n k , 'Great, I've got i t ' . 
O c c a s i o n a l l y • I s o r t of go out and see something and 
thi n k , 'That's d i f f e r e n t , t h a t ' s a good b a r g a i n , 
I ' l l have t h a t ' , and I ' l l come home - not th a t I ' l l 
hide i t - not hide i t - t h a t ' s s i l l y , I ' l l put i t 
on the bed i n i t s bag and w a i t f o r him to s a y 'What 
have you got i n the bag then?' ... I t h i n k i t i s 
tha t somehwere, s o r t of i n s i d e me, I th i n k , w e l l i t ' s 
not my money, I didn't earn i t . 

So d id you f e e l d i f f e r e n t when you were e a r n i n g ? 

Yes, yes, e s p e c i a l l y w i t h h a i r d r e s s i n g , 'cos you 
have the t i p s , and I used to keep the t i p s ... 
that wais a l l that was mine. 
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So what s o r t of things would you spend that on? 

Oh, s i l l y t h i n g s r e a l l y - perhaps a b o t t l e of 
wine - a pie c e of s t e a k or a new p a i r of t i g h t s 
... i t ' s j u s t that I knew t h a t i t was mine and 
I could spend i t on what I l i k e d so i t never 
bothered me. IVhen i t ' s anybody e l s e ' s money I 
always t h i n k I should buy s e n s i b l e t h i n g s . 

So you wouldn't buy those s o r t s of f r i v o l o u s 
t h i n g s now? 

Not as such - we do o c c a s i o n a l l y i f we're together ... 

T h i s d i s c u s s i o n with Mrs. T. r a i s e s s e v e r a l p e r t i n e n t p o i n t s . 

F i r s t , the q u e s t i o n a r i s e s as to how d i f f e r e n t the 'pooling 

system' a c t u a l l y i s from the 'whole wage system' u n l e s s 

both p a r t n e r s a s s e s s t h e i r need to spend money on themselves 

e q u a l l y . C l e a r l y Mrs. T. f e l t her p o s i t i o n to be l i t t l e 

d i f f e r e n t from that of Mrs. Y. who was operating on a 

'whole wage system'. The second p o i n t i s the way i n which 

having 'sole c o n t r o l * of the household budget put Mrs. T. 

(as i t d i d Mrs. Y.) at a disadvantage. By f u l l y absorbing 

the notion of budgeting so t h a t c o s t accounting and beJ.ancing 

needs became an o v e r - r i d i n g h a b i t , Mrs. T. always l o s t out, 

never f e e l i n g that her needs were the g r e a t e s t . The only 

grounds on which Mrs. T. f e l t a b l e to j u s t i f y expenditure 

on h e r s e l f was i f she could i d e n t i f y the purchase as a 'good 

bar g a i n ' . I n t h i s way, d e s p i t e ample r e s o u r c e s , Mrs. T. 

remained a t a l e v e l of p e r s o n a l spending which resembled one 

where f i n a n c e s auce c o n s i d e r a b l y r e s t r i c t e d . The t h i r d p o i n t 
i s the emphasis Mrs. T. pla c e d on e a r n i n g money. C l e a r l y 
for h er, the notion of a 'faimily wage' extended o n l y to 

242 



n e c e s s i t i e s and she viewed her husband's income a s being 

e s s e n t i a l l y h i s own money, f e e l i n g t h a t she needed h i s i n 

s t r u c t i o n s or h i s accompaniment before she could spend i t 
(20 ̂  

on anything other than what she cou l d s e n s i b l y j i a s t i f y ^ 

W h ilst Mrs. T. emphasised her f e e l i n g s t h a t by e a r n i n g the 

money her husband won the r i g h t to c o n t r o l the spending of 

i t , Mrs. A. plac e d importance on another a s p e c t o f the 

m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p connected w i t h money: the n o t i o n t h a t 

by s h a r i n g h i s e a r n i n g s her husband bought the r i g h t to her 

devotion. Mrs. A. d e s c r i b e d how her f a d i n g f e e l i n g s towards 

her husband w h i l s t he was i n the Navy a l t e r e d her f e e l i n g s 

towards h i s s a l a r y : 

... I got s o r t of, w e l l , t o t a l l y n e u t r a l 
about him - I couldn't c a r e l e s s whether he 
was here or not - i n f a c t I s t a r t e d to get to 
f e e l g u i l t y about t a k i n g h i s money, you know, 
he'd send money home through the bank every 
week, and I st s i r t e d to f e e l g u i l t y about t h i s , 
because I thought, 'Well, I don't caure about 
him any more, so i t ' s wrong f o r me to be 
l i v i n g o f f him when I don't - I can' t respond 
to him the way he wants me to respond to him" . 

Mrs. T's husband had not v o i c e d any l i n k between h i s money 

and her a f f e c t i o n s j u s t a s Mrs. T's husband had never 

apparently r e s t r i c t e d her spending, but c l e a r l y t h e s e were 

f e e l i n g s which were r e a l to the women and p r a c t i c a l i n t h e i r 

e f f e c t s . 

Even w h i l e Mrs. A's marriage was going smoothly she found 

d i f f i c u l t y i n spending money on h e r s e l f . I n s p i t e of 

eaurning her own money and attempting to spend i t p e r s o n a i l l y 
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she soon r e v e r t e d to the r o l e of housewife and mother, 

f u l l y merging her i d e n t i t y w ith the home and the f a m i l y : 

... I went through a t h i n g a couple of y e a r s 
ago, when I was working, and I had my own 
money coming i n - of improving my wardrobe 
- but that d i d n ' t l a s t long. 

Why not? 

Because other t h i n g s were more important ... 
you know, people would say, 'There's no p>oint 
i n g i v i n g you money f o r your b i r t h d a y to go and 
spend i t on y o u r s e l f , because you won't, you•11 
go and spend i t on the k i d s , or Dave, or buy 
something f o r the house -

you won't ever 
seem to buy anything f o r y o u r s e l f . But I 
used to f e e l I was buying i t f o r myself, because 
i t gave me p l e a s u r e , to see ray k i d s i n something 
th a t I might not normally buy them, or something 
i n the house - as f a r a s X was concerned I was 
spending i t on myself. 

And do vou f e e l d i f f e r e n t l y now, now that you're 
on your own - that you'd be more l i k e l y to spend 
money on y o u r s e l f now? 

Yes, y e s , I would now. 

So why do you t h i n k t h a t i s ? 

Because I f e e l I've spent so many years working 
f o r other people. I've got to have some kind 
of p l e a s u r e , I mean ... t h e r e ' s nobody e l s e , I 
do e v e r y t h i n g i n the house ... whatever I've 
got to do, I do i t by myself ... 

And how do you f e e l a f t e r you've spent money on y o u r s e l f ? 

I enjoy i t thoroughly, I r e a l l y do ... I've got 
that I do enjoy i t now, I used to f e e l t e r r i b l y 
g u i l t y a t f i r s t , but I'm overcoming t h i s l i t t l e 
problem ( l a u g h t e r ) . 

Mrs. A. now f e e l s that she d e s e r v e s , or has earned the r i g h t 

to spend money on h e r s e l f , d e s p i t e the f a c t that she now 

s u r v i v e s on l i m i t e d w e l f a r e b e n e f i t s (as opposed to her own 
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and her husband's wages), and the f a c t t h a t she s t i l l has 

her home and three c h i l d r e n to c a r e f o r . The main d i f f e r e n c e 

i n her s i t u a t i o n i s her s e p a r a t i o n from her husbauid so that 

she now l i v e s alone with her t h r e e c h i l d r e n . 

W h i l s t s i n g l e women's o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r pe r s o n a l spending 

vary with t h e i r income aind commitments, none expressed 

a n x i e t y over t h e i r r i g h t to spend money. For i n s t a n c e Miss 

G., the t e a c h e r : 

I must admit when I f e e l f e d up I go 
and spend - I don't spend v a s t amounts 
r e a l l y , but there always seems to be money 
airound: i f I want to go out and buy something 
then I can buy i t . 

And how do you f e e l a f t e r you've j u s t gone out 
and spent some money on y o u r s e l f ? 

Quite p l e a s e d I ( l a u g h t e r ) . Yes, I don't 
f e e l g u i l t y about i t , no. 

Miss B. , who operates on a fao: s m a l l e r budget and has a young 

son s t i l l f e e l s a b l e to spend money on h e r s e l f : 

••• Y9U f e e l Qhftv abgut spending money on 
the money on Martin a s w e l l ? 

I don't compromise on t h a t ; as long as he's 
got what he wants, then i f I see something I 
fancy, then I ' l l have i t . 

With r e g a r d to a t t i t u d e s towaxds money amongst women of 

working c l a s s o r i g i n s , l i t t l e seems to have changed during 

t h i s c e n t u r y . W h i l s t s i n g l e women's incomes are o f t e n s m a l l , 

married women a r e g e n e r a l l y l e f t i n r e l a t i v e l y g r e a t e r de

p r i v a t i o n with regard to p e r s o n a l spending, e i t h e r through 
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t h e i r husband's d i r e c t i n t e r v e n t i o n , t h e i r own i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n of the s i t u a t i o n , or some combination of the two. 

Whil s t s i n g l e women f e e l a t ease to a l l o c a t e t h e i r money 

as they choose - enjoying spending on themselves v^en they 

can a f f o r d to do so - married women g e n e r a l l y f e e l o b l i g e d 

to s a c r i f i c e t h e i r wants to those of the f a m i l y , thereby 

never f e e l i n g that they can a f f o r d to p l e a s e themselves. 

W h i l s t married women s t r e s s the importance a t t a c h e d to 

earning wages, c l e a t r l y t h i s i s not the sum of i t f o r them. 

Even earning money through employment does not seem to ^ o l l y 

a l l e v i a t e the a n x i e t y married women f e e l w ith regard to 

personal spending, so long as they r e t a i n and i d e n t i f y w i t h 

t h e i r conception of t h e i r r o l e ais housekeeper and w i f e . I n 

t h i s r o l e women appare n t l y f e e l o b l i g e d to earn t h e i r share 

of the f a m i l y wage i n ways other than mere economic or 

p h y s i c a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s : one of th e s e a s p e c t s i s t h a t of 

c a r i n g ; another i s that of budgeting - both of which make 

personal spending appear ' s e l f i s h ' to the w i f e . 

Unmarried women both now and eaurlier t h i s c e n t u r y r e f l e c t 

none of these c o n f l i c t s , whether they have earned t h e i r money 

through p a i d employment, w e l f a r e b e n e f i t s , or, a s i n the 

case of Miss D., through housekeeping. They thereby appeair 

to i n d i c a t e that a n x i e t y over spending money i s not n e c e s s a r i l y 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h whether or not they esLrned i t p e r s o n a l l y , 

but more with i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w ith the w i f e l y r o l e of s a c r i 

f i c i n g and budgeting - something which never-married women 
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e s c a p e ajid p r e v i o u s l y - m a r r i e d women c a n l e a r n t o f o r g e t • 

CONCLUSION 

Summing up t h e s i t u a t i o n f o r women i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , i t 

would a p p e a r t h a t t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h women i n s i d e and 

o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e r e l a t e t o t h e e x p e c t e d b e h a v i o u r o f w i v e s 

i s uneven, depending on t h e i s s u e d i s c i a s s e d , t h e women's 

age and v a r i o u s o t h e r p e r s o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s . W i t h r e g a r d 

t o housework, c l e a n i n g i s t h e a r e a most prone t o p r o l i f e r a 

t i o n aind, w h i l s t younger n e v e r - m a r r i e d women l i v i n g a l o n e 

show l i t t l e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h t h e h o u s e w i f e l y r o l e , o l d e r 

women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e , w h e t h e r p r e v i o u s l y m a r r i e d or n o t , 

seem t o spend c o n s i d e r a b l e amounts o f ti m e c l e a n i n g . A p a r t 

from a g e , t h e p r e s e n c e o f a man i n t h e h o u s e h o l d , t h e p r e s 

e n ce o f c h i l d r e n and t h e a b s e n c e o f p a i d employment a l l 

a p p e a r t o i n c r e a s e t h e ti m e women sp e n d c l e a n i n g t h e i r homes. 

W h i l s t some o f t h e i n c r e a s e d e f f o r t i s c l e a r l y r e l a t e d t o 

p r a c t i c a l demands, the d i f f e r e n c e s i n time s p e n t appeeir t o 

i n d i c a t e more t h a n j u s t m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s but a s t r i v i n g f o r 

h i g h e r s t a n d a r d s o f h o u s e c a r e , t h e r e b y i n d i c a t i n g a s s o c i a t i o n 

w i t h t h e i d e o l o g i c a l r o l e o f woman a s h o u s e w i f e . F a c t o r s 

r e l i e v i n g women from t h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n appear t o be y o u t h , 

s i n g l e l i v i n g and/or employment. 

The s i t u a t i o n w i t h r e g a r d t o h o u s i n g has c h a n g e d d u r i n g t h i s 

c e n t u r y i n b o t h p r a c t i c a l and i d e o l o g i c a l t e r m s . W h i l s t 

t h e l i n k between a home and m a r r i a g e was, and s t i l l i s 
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a c c e p t e d a s t h e norm, t h e i n c r e a s e d h o u s i n g s t o c K , h i g h e r 

incomes f o r u n m a r r i e d w o r k i n g c l a s s women and somewhat 

r e l a x e d n o r m a t i v e p r e s s u r e s e n c o u r a g i n g u n m a x r i e d women t o 

l i v e w i t h t h e i r p a r e n t s have t o g e t h e r i n c r e a s e d t h e p o s s i b 

i l i t y f o r women t o f r e e t h e m s e l v e s from t h e i d e o l o g i c a l 

a s s u m p t i o n t h a t 'a home o f o n e ' s own' n e c e s s a r i l y i m p l i e s 

m a r r i a g e , and p e r m i t s more women to t u r n t h i s n o t i o n i n t o 

a p r a c t i c a l p o s s i b i l i t y . 

Employment p a t t e r n s f o r women have changed d u r i n g t h i s 

c e n t u r y t o o , and w h i l s t s t i l l g e n e r a l l y l i m i t e d t o s e x -

Sf 3 e c i f i c work, m a r r i e d and u n m a r r i e d women c a n now hope f o r 

a w i d e r r a n g e o f j o b c h o i c e s t h a n was t h e c a s e a t t h e 

b e g i n n i n g of t h e c e n t u r y . P r e v i o u s l y , s i n g l e women d i f f e r e d 

from t h e i r m a r r i e d c o n t e m p o r a r i e s by c o n t i n u i n g t o work when 

most m a r r i e d women s t a y e d a t home a f t e r m a r r i a g e . Most 

s i n g l e women a p p a r e n t l y i d e n t i f i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y w i t h t h e i r 

r o l e a s a p a i d w o r k e r . I n t h e c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n many women 

work a t l e a s t p a r t - t i m e , b u t xvomen o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e s t i l l 

a p p e a r t o r e l a t e d i f f e r e n t l y t o t h e i r work. A l t h o u g h t h e 

r e a s o n s f o r work amongst m a r r i e d and u n m a r r i e d women may be 

s i m i l a r (women w o r k i n g f o r money, c o m p a n i o n s h i p o r i n t r i n s i c 

s a t i s f a c t i o n - none o f t h e s e b e i n g m u t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e ) 

s i n g l e women g e n e r a l l y a p p e a r t o p l a c e g r e a t e r i m p o r t a n c e on 

t h e i r work. 

F i n a l l y , women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e show t h e g r e a t e s t d i s s i m i l a r i t y 

from w i v e s w i t h r e g a r d to t h e i r a p p r o a c h t o w a r d s money. 
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W h i l s t m a r r i e d women o f a l l a g e s , w h e t h e r w o r k i n g o r n o t , 

appear t o f i n d d i f f i c u l t y i n s p e n d i n g money on t h e m s e l v e s 

g u i l t l e s s l y , women o u t s i d e m a r r i a g e i n d i c a t e no i d e n t i f i c a 

t i o n w i t h t h i s n o t i o n o f t h e b u d g e t i n g , s a c r i f i c i n g h o u s e 

w i f e and a p p e a r t o spend t h e i r money a s t h e y p l e a s e . 

Having c o n s i d e r e d t h e p r a c t i c a l e f f e c t s of m a r i t a l s t a t u s 

on women»s a p p r o a c h t o t h e i s s u e s o f housework, h o u s i n g , 

employment and f i n a n c e , t h e l e s s t a n g i b l e a s p e c t s o f women's 

l i v e s w i l l be examined i n t h e f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r 
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b e f o r e you c a n g e t m a r r i e d . I f you c a n ' t f i n d anywhere 

t o l i v e , w e l l i t ' s no good g e t t i n g m a r r i e d ' . B u s f i e l d 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

L E S S TANGIBLE EFFE C T S OF ^4ARITAL STATUS 

INTRODUCTION 

B e s i d e s t h e ways i n w h i c h women's l i v e s may show p r a c t i c a l 

s i m i l a r i t i e s o r d i f f e r e n c e s depending on t h e i r m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s t h e r e a r e o t h e r i s s u e s w h i c h , though l e s s a p p a r e n t , 

a r e e q u a l l y r e l e v a n t when a s s e s s i n g women's i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

w i t h t h e w i f e / m o t h e r s t e r e o t y p e . The ways i n w h i c h women 

spend t h e i r t i m e , who t h e y spend i t w i t h and t h e i r f e e l i n g s 

about t h e i r l i v e s and t h e m s e l v e s a r e e l u s i v e and f l u c t u a t i n g 

m a t t e r s , and s u c h i n f o r m a t i o n i s t h e r e f o r e d i f f i c u l t t o 

g a t h e r and d e s c r i b e p r e c i s e l y ; n e v e r t h e l e s s some e x p l o r a t i o n 

of t h e s e a r e a s i s e s s e n t i a l t o any r e s e a r c h w h i c h aims to 

q u e s t i o n t h e n o t i o n t h a t a l l women n e c e s s a i r i l y behave and 

f e e l i n t h e same way a s w i v e s and mothers do. 

L E I S U R E 

The a x e a o f l e i s u r e i s one w h i c h i s d i f f i c u l t t o d e s c r i b e , 

l a r g e l y b e c a u s e of t h e i n a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f t h e man-made 

c a t e g o r y o f ' l e i s u r e ' t o women's l i v e s . U s i n g t h e male-

o r i e n t a t e d d e f i n i t i o n s o f l e i s u r e many m a r r i e d women would 

appear to have no l e i s u r e t i m e a t a l l , w h i l s t t h e s i t u a t i o n 

f o r u n m a r r i e d women i s r a r e l y d i s c u s s e d . The q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

s c h e d u l e t h e r e f o r e aimed t o d i s c o v e r more about t h e ways i n 

w h i c h women s p e n t t h e i r time and what t h e y e n j o y e d d o i n g , 

and to r e l a t e t h i s t o t h e i r age, f a m i l i a l s i t u a t i o n s and 
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o t h e r m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , w h i l s t i n - d e p t h i n t e r v i e w s 

e x p l o r e d women's l e i s u r e a s i t had cha n g e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r 

l i v e s and w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t of t h e i r personaJ. c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

Q u e s t i o n s were a l s o a s k e d about t h e p e o p l e w i t h whom women 

s p e n t t h e i r l e i s u r e t i m e , now and i n t h e p a s t , i n an a t t e m p t 

to a s s e s s who women i d e n t i f i e d w i t h , f o r w h i l s t n o t i o n s o f 

the ' f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e * seem r e l e v a n t t o women who marry and 

have c h i l d r e n a t the e x p e c t e d t i m e , f o r women who d e v i a t e 

from t h e • s t a n d a r d • p a t t e r n , s t a g e s and c h a n g e s r e m a i n 

l a r g e l y u n e x p l o r e d . As E l d e r n o t e s , ' v e r y l i t t l e i s known 

about t h e r o l e of age c r i t e r i a i n s t r u c t u r i n g l i f e p a t t e r n s 

i n t he m i d d l e y e a r s , a p e r i o d c h a r a c t e r i s e d by s u b s t a n t i a l 

v a r i a t i o n s among age r a t e s i n s o c i a l r o l e s and a c c o m p l i s h 

ments^^^. 

L o o k i n g f i r s t a t t h e o l d e r women's l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s i n t h e i r 

y o u t h , a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h i s c e n t u r y l e i s u r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f o r w o r k i n g c l a s s women i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h w e r e v e r y l i m i t e d . 

As a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d , l e i s u r e f o r young p e o p l e c o n s i s t e d 

c h i e f l y of w a l k s around t h e town w i t h f r i e n d s and o c c a s i o n a l 

t r i p s to t h e cinema, o r d a n c e s . Mrs. V's a c c o u n t of l e i s u r e 

a c t i v i t i e s and whom s h e s p e n t h e r t i m e w i t h i s t y p i c a l . 

(Mrs. V. was bo r n i n 1 9 1 0 ) : 

Who d i d you u s e d t o p l a y w i t h when you were a t s c h o o l ? 

Oh, l o t s o f g i r l s . I n f a c t I know them a l l now 
- a l l go t o Over S i x t i e s . ' T i s f u n n y , b e c a u s e 
I'm meeting them a l l a g a i n , you know, a l l t h e 
ones you u s e d to go to s c h o o l w i t h - ' t i s f u n n y 
i s n ' t i t r e a l l y ? 
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... I had a g i r l f r i e n d , s h e was c a l l e d L i l , 
same as me, and we was a l w a y s c a l l e d t h e 
i n s e p a r a b l e t w i n s ... we u s e d to be a gang 
of u s , we u s e d to be h a l f b o y s , and g i r l s , 
a l l t o g e t h e r . We u s e d to come up a r o u n d 
the b r i d g e s , up on the h i l l t o p , t h e t o p o f 
t h i s r o a d ... oh t h e r e u s e d t o be crowds of 
us go t h e r e o f a Sunday n i g h t , and t h e n we'd 
u s e d t o have some f u n . 

I t was w h i l s t s h e was o u t w a l k i n g w i t h L i l t h a t Mrs. V. met 

her f u t u r e husband, who was w i t h a f r i e n d o f h i s : 

... and of c o u r s e L i l was l e f t w i t h t h i s 
o t h e r young c h a p and 'er d i d n ' t l i k e him. 
Was from t h e n on you s e e , I more or l e s s 
l o s t t o u c h w i t h L i l . 

Did you s e e a n y o t h e r g i r l f r i e n d s ? 

Not r e a l l y , I u s e d to p a s s them i n t h e town 
and j u s t s a y h e l l o t o them, 'cos t h e y w e r e 
a l l g e t t i n g m a r r i e d a s w e l l , a b o u t t h a t time 
you s e e . 

So where c o u l d you go when you were c o u r t i n g ? 

Oh, t h e r e was a l i t t l e p i c t u r e p l a c e ... 
we u s e d t o go f o r l o v e l y l i t t l e w a l k s you 
know, i n f a c t s i n c e we was m a r r i e d we w a l k e d 
m i l e s and m i l e s t o g e t h e r . 

Were you i n v o l v e d i n t h e C h u r c h a t t h a t t i m e ? 

No, I n e v e r u s e d t o l e a v e him. ' T i s o n l y now, 
s i n c e he d i e d , t h a t my f r i e n d and I - up t h e 
road - we go t o C h a p e l , Sunday m o r n i n g s , but I 
would n e v e r , I wouldn't t h i n k o f g o i n g t o C h a p e l 
when (my husband) and me were home. 

So a f t e r you were m a r r i e d , d i d you s e e a n y f r i e n d s t h e n ? 

No, not r e a l l y , no, u s e d j u s t t o be t o g e t h e r l i k e . 

Mrs. M. (b o r n 1902) i n d i c a t e d a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n whereby g i r l 

hood f r i e n d s h i p s were dropped a t m a r r i a g e , b u t r e - e s t a b l i s h e d 

a f t e r widowhood. 
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... Now t h i s one t h a t was c a l l e d B e s s i e , 
s h e ' s s t i l l l i v i n g and h e r h u s b a n d ' s s t i l l 
l i v i n g , a n d when my husband d i e d she came 
up to s e e me, ... you went to s e e e a c h o t h e r 
when you was i n t r o u b l e - d i d n ' t v i s i t when we 
was a l l r i g h t - but a n y t h i n g wrong s e e , you 
must go ajid s e e *em. 

When d i d you s t o p s e e i n g much o f h e r ? 

When s h e was m a r r i e d . 'Gourse she d i d n ' t 
want t h e boy, t h e l a d w i t h him (Mrs. M's 
f u t u r e husband when f i r s t s h e met him) 
- She s a i d ' I f you want B i l l , y o u ' l l have 
to go o f f w i t h him y o u r s e l f . 

I t would a p p e a r t h e r e f o r e , t h a t a f t e r a c e r t a i n a g e ( n o r m a l l y 

by t h e i r m i d - t w e n t i e s ) most women were f i n d i n g b o y f r i e n d s cind 

s p e n d i n g t h e i r time w i t h them, d r o p p i n g f o r m e r g i r l h o o d 

a c q u a i n t a n c e s . Once m a r r i e d , l e i s u r e became a l m o s t e n t i r e l y 

home c e n t r e d ; c o u p l e s r a r e l y went t o t h e c i n e m a and n e v e r 

went to d a n c e s and t h e r e was l i t t l e acknowledgement of f o r m e r 

f r i e n d s h i p s u n t i l much l a t e r i n l i f e , or u n t i l t r o u b l e s t r u c k . 

The f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e took o v e r : t h o s e who had c h i l d r e n became 

a b s o r b e d w i t h f a m i l y c o n c e r n s ; t h o s e who r e m a i n e d c h i l d l e s s 

s p e n t t h e i r time e n t i r e l y w i t h t h e i r h u s b a n d s . T h i s r a i s e s 

t h e q u e s t i o n o f what became o f t h o s e women who r e m a i n e d un

m a r r i e d . M i s s G. ( b o r n i n 1 9 1 2 ) speaJcing o f h e r t e e n s s a i d : 

Our money went on g o i n g to t h e c i n e m a o r g o i n g 
to t h e d a n c e a t the weekend. But i n t h e week 
t h e r e was n o t h i n g e l s e you c o u l d do. W e l l , i n 
the week I u s e d to go t o me g i r l f r i e n d ' s one 
e v e n i n g and s h e u s e d t o come down t o me one 
e v e n i n g , and we u s e d t o p l a y caords, or s o m e t h i n g 
l i k e t h a t you know. 
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So you s t u c k most o f t h e t i m e t o t h a t g i r l ? 

... u n t i l s h e got m a r r i e d . W e l l t h e n , we're 
s t i l l f r i e n d s now. She l i v e s i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , 
I s t i l l s e e h e r . 

How o l d was s h e when she got m a r r i e d ? 

Oh, be about t w e n t y - f i v e , t w e n t y - s i x , I 
s h o u l d t h i n k . 

And d i d you go on g o i n g out w i t h h e r a f t e r s h e 
got m a r r i e d ? 

Oh n o l W e l l , we was s t i l l f r i e n d s , b u t t h e n , 
when s h e m a r r i e d you s e e , s h e went t o B u c k f a s t l e i g h 
t o l i v e . 

So a f t e r V e r a was m a r r i e d how would you spend y o u r 
weekends t h e n ? 

I u s e d to go to Newton A b b o t t t h e n f o r a 
S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n ... have a l o o k a r o u n d t h e 
s h o p s , I u s e d t o go i n and have a c u p o f t e a 
... I u s e d t o go t o a c i n e m a ... I u s e d t o go 
i n t h e f i s h and c h i p shop and have a f i s h and 
c h i p s u p p e r , and t h e n I ' d c a t c h t h e l a s t - t h e 
t e n o ' c l o c k bus from Newton A b b o t t home a g a i n . 

So would you do t h a t by y o u r s e l f ? 

Oh y e s , t h a t would be my S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n o u t . 

How d i d you spend y o u r (weekday) e v e n i n g s ? 

I u s e d t o do a l o t of k n i t t i n g and s e w i n g . I 
u s e d to maike a l l me ovn c l o t h e s i n t h e y d a y s . 
K n i t t i n g , a l w a y s k n i t t i n g , 'cos I had b r o t h e r s , 
l i k e I u s e d to k n i t p u l l o v e r s f o r them ... I 
c o u l d n ' t a f f o r d t o be l a t e , t o have t o be up 
a g a i n n e x t morning by h a l f p a s t f i v e . 

So even when vou were g o i n g out w i t h V e r a , you'd 
s t i l l spend your e v e n i n g s d u r i n g t h e week a t home? 

Oh y e s , but we u s e d to go out weekends ... me 
and V e r a , we u s e d t o go d a n c e s t o g e t h e r , l i k e 
I s a y , we u s e d to go to C h u r c h t o g e t h e r Sunday 
e v e n i n g s . 

So a f t e r she was m a r r i e d how o f t e n d i d you u s e d to 
s e e h e r do you t h i n k ? 
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W e l l , not v e r y o f t e n , 'cos l i k e I s a y , s h e 
u s e d to l i v e up B u c k f a s t l e i g h t h e n , I l i v e d 
out h e r e y ' s e e , and I suppose she had h e r 
husband t o l o o k a f t e r t h e n , t h a t s h e d i d n ' t 
have t h e time to s p a r e •.. 

So you d i d n ' t r e a l l y make new f r i e n d s t o r e p l a c e V e r a ? 

No, no. 

Other women who r e m a i n e d u n m a r r i e d d i d f i n d f r i e n d s t o 

r e p l a c e t h o s e who m a r r i e d . F o r i n s t a n c e , Mrs. M. , m e n t i o n e d 

e a r l i e r , whose b o y f r i e n d went a b r o a d when she was t w e n t y -
two: 

When you were t h a t age, were most o f your f r i e n d s 
g e t t i n g m a r r i e d ? 

Y e s , t h e y was, w h i l e he was away - G l a d y s , and 
B e a t t , and A n n i e , t h a t ' s t h r e e got m a r r i e d . 

... I mated i n w i t h , w e l l you saw M i s s L e e -
she l i v e d n e x t d o o r . She s a i d t o me one day, 
• W i l l 'ee go p i c t u r e s w i t h me?' And t h e n s h e 
had a n o t h e r f r i e n d i n t h e m i l l , aoid s h e s a i d , 
'Do you mind i f she comes?' I s a i d no, and we 
got f r i e n d s a f t e r . 

M i s s H. ( b o m i n 1905) a l s o f ound r e p l a c e m e n t f r i e n d s f o r a 

w h i l e , a s former f r i e n d s m a r r i e d . Her f i r s t f r i e n d was 

c a l l e d F l o r e n c e : 

And s o how l o n g d i d you go on g o i n g o u t w i t h F l o r e n c e ? 

W e l l , I don't know, oh s h e got a b o y f r i e n d I t h i n k . 

What a g e ? 

About s e v e n t e e n or e i g h t e e n I t h i n k . 

L a t e r , i n h e r e a r l y t w e n t i e s . M i s s H. worked i n a shop i n 

T o t n e s and made new f r i e n d s t h e r e : 

258 



I u s e d to go out sometimes w i t h a g i r l t h a t 
I worked w i t h ... s h e l i v e d i n T o t n e s . We 
us e d to go out to B e r r y Pomeroy s o m e t i m e s , 
to a dance out t h e r e , or a w h i s t d r i v e and 
dance you know ... I was h e r b r i d e s m a i d 
e v e n t u a l l y . She was younger t h a n me b u t I 
was h e r b r i d e s m a i d . 

Did you go on s e e i n g h e r a f t e r s h e was m a r r i e d ? 

Oh y e s , I u s e d t o go up t h e r e v e r y o f t e n . 
They'd s a y , come up and have a c u p o f t e a 

Di d you c a r r y on g o i n g t o d a n c e s once s h e got m a r r i e d ? 

No, no, b e c a u s e t h e g i r l s (who worked i n the 
shop) - w e l l I d o n ' t know t h a t t h e y went out 
v e r y much, anyhow, t h e y had more o r l e s s t h e i r 
own f r i e n d s . 

T h e s e f o u r women were a b s o l u t e l y t y p i c a i l of t h e o t h e r o l d e r 

w o r k i n g c l a s s women w i t h r e g a r d t o l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s . W h i l s t 

young the t h r e e most f r e q u e n t l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s o f w a l k i n g , 

d a n c i n g and p i c t u r e - g o i n g had common meaning f o r a l l t h e 

women, b e i n g s e e n a s an o p p o r t u n i t y t o meet w i t h o t h e r young 
(2) 

p e o p l e of both s e x e s ^ As t h e m a j o r i t y o f young women 

began c o u r t i n g and l a t e r m a r r i e d , d a n c i n g and p i c t u r e - g o i n g 

s t o p p e d , and w a l k i n g took on a d i f f e r e n t meaning, becoming 

a s h a r e d l e i s u r e a c t i v i t y w i t h husbands and l a t e r w i t h c h i l 

d r e n t o o . Same-sex f r i e n d s h i p s were d i s c o n t i n u e d by m a r r i e d 

women who c l e a r l y had l i t t l e t i m e o r i n c l i n a t i o n t o l o o k f o r 

a i l t e r n a t i v e f orms o f l e i s u r e , b e i n g f u l l y a b s o r b e d i n t h e i r 

r o l e a s a mother and/or w i f e . 

As m a r r i e d women f o l l o w e d t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e and changed 

t h e i r l e i s u r e s t y l e s a c c o r d i n g l y , u n m a r r i e d women were l e f t 

o u t s i d e o f t h e c o u p l e o r i e n t a t e d l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s . Some, 
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l i k e Mrs. M. and M i s s H. f o u n d r e p l a c e m e n t n e t w o r k s and c o n 

t i n u e d former a c t i v i t i e s , but o f t e n t h e s e new f r i e n d s 

m a r r i e d t o o and i n s u c h a s m a l l community o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 

u p d a t i n g n e t w o r k s were l i m i t e d and a s t h e age g a p between 

them grew w i d e r , new u n m a r r i e d f r i e n d s became i n c r e a s i n g l y 

d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d . U n m a r r i e d women were t h e n u n a b l e t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n former l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s , b u t were a l s o e x 

c l u d e d from t h e home-based a c t i v i t i e s o f for m e r f r i e n d s -

a p a r t from o c c a s i o n a l v i s i t s t o t h e i r homes w h i c h i n e v i t a b l y 

grew more i n f r e q u e n t . 

G i v e n t h a t t h e p r e o c c u p a t i o n s o f t h i s s t a g e o f l i f e a r e 

g e n e r a l l y a c knowledged t o be home-making and t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

o f a p l a c e i n s o c i e t y t h e ways i n w h i c h t h e m a x r i e d women 

s p e n t t h e i r t i m e a p p e a r s t o be r e l a t e d t o t h e i r n e e d s b u t 

l e a v e s t h e meaning o f l e i s u r e f o r t h e u n m a r r i e d u n c l e a r . 

The t i m i n g o f t h e change i n l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s f o r t h e m a x r i e d 

a l s o a p p e a r s s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y , h a p p e n i n g i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 

m a r r i a g e , but the s t a g e a t w h i c h t h e u n m a r r i e d underwent a 

change i n l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s i s not o b v i o u s l y r e l a t e d to a n y 

p a u r t i c u l a r e v e n t . T h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e t o s u g g e s t t h a t u n 

m a r r i e d women w i s h e d to i d e n t i f y w i t h m a r r i e d women, or t h a t 

t h e i r c o n c e p t of t h e m s e l v e s had chainged o r wais i n a n y way 

r e l a t e d t o t h e way i n w h i c h t h e y s p e n t much o f t h e i r t i m e , 

m e r e l y t h a t t h e y had e x h a u s t e d t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f o u t w a r d 

going l e i s u r e . 

260 



For t h e i r m a r r i e d c o n t e m p o r a r i e s e v e n i n g s were s p e n t a t 

home, much o f t h e time b e i n g o c c u p i e d w i t h k n i t t i n g and 

se w i n g . As S l a t e r and Woodside s a i d of w o r k i n g c l a s s m a r r i e d 

women i n London 'energy and i n t e r e s t axe a b s o r b e d b y t h e 

home, and t h e r e i s l a c k o f r e a l l e i s u r e or a n y p r o l o n g e d 

p e r i o d s o f time f r e e from i n t e r f e r e n c e . The p o s i t i o n i s 

a c c e p t e d a s i n e v i t a b l e and t h e r e i s no s t r i v i n g a f t e r w i d e r 

c o n t a c t s ' ^ U n m a r r i e d women me a n w h i l e , were more f r e e t o 

l o o k o u t s i d e the home f o r l e i s u r e p u r s u i t s , b u t t h e s e p r o v e d 

d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d a s s e v e r a l o f t h e women a c k n o w l e d g e d . The 

s i n g l e women mentioned t h e r e s t r i c t i v e n e s s o f B u c k f a s t l e i g h 

f a r more f r e q u e n t l y t h a n d i d t h o s e who m a r r i e d , a p p a r e n t l y 

b e i n g l e s s r e a d y t o a c c e p t t h e imposed h o m e - c e n t r e d n e s s t h a n 

m a r r i e d women w e r e . F o r i n s t a n c e M i s s C : 

The o n l y t h i n g t h a t wais g o i n g i n t h e o l d 
da y s was t h e G i r l G u i d e s , but I n e v e r j o i n e d 
t h a t . You s e e t h a t ' s what happens when you 
be i n a v i l l a g e , ... i n a l i t t l e v i l l a g e 
l i k e t h i s one t h e r e was n o t h i n g you s e e , i t 
a l l happens i n towns. 

Those women who r e m a i n e d unmaurried b u t were s u r r o u n d e d by 

o p t i o n s f o r f u r t h e r non-home c e n t r e d l e i s u r e seem t o have 

m a i n t a i n e d a i l t e r n a t i v e l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s . Mrs. W. ( b o r n i n 

1901) who l i v e d i n B r i s t o l a s a n u r s e u n t i l she m a r r i e d a t 

t h i r t y - n i n e d e s c r i b e d her l e i s u r e p r i o r t o m a r r i a g e , when 

she l i v e d i n a n u r s i n g home: 

Oh y e s , we'd go to d a n c e s t o g e t h e r ... 
the n u s e d to go t o t h e p i c t u r e s e v e r y 
Wednesday ... we d i d n ' t go o u t an a w f u l 
l o t , p e r h a p s t w i c e a week. 
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O b v i o u s l y ^ f o r t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f o u t w a r d d i r e c t e d l e i s u r e 

l i k e - m i n d e d company and t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y of s u c h o p t i o n s i s 

e s s e n t i a l . I n t h e a b s e n c e of these^. u n m a r r i e d women were 

f o r c e d t o comply w i t h p a t t e r n s o f l e i s u r e w h i c h d i d not 

n e c e s s a r i l y b e a r any r e l a t i o n s h i p to t h e i r n e e d s , s p e n d i n g 

more t i m e a t home k n i t t i n g or s e w i n g i n t h e same way a s 

m a r r i e d women d i d , though t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s may h a v e had q u i t e 

d i f f e r e n t meanings f o r them. Women's h a n d i c r a f t s - m a i n l y 

s e w i n g and k n i t t i n g - a u : e d i f f i c u l t a c t i v i t i e s to d e f i n e , some

t i m e s b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n a s a r e s u l t o f p e r s o n a l i n c l i n a t i o n 

and sometimes through f i n a n c i a l n e e d ^ ^ ^ . I n t h e c a s e o f 

s i n g l e women, though u n d o u b t e d l y a n a i d t o t h e i r b u d g e t i n g 

s e w i n g and k n i t t i n g do not seem t o have been c a r r i e d o u t w i t h 

t h i s a s a main aim, u n l i k e t h e c a s e f o r many m a r r i e d women. 

W h i l s t t h e r e f o r e g i v i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a d h e r i n g t o a g e -

r e l a t e d p a t t e r n s , f o r many s i n g l e women t h i s was more o f t e n 

due to a l a c k o f a l t e r n a t i v e s . I t would appear t h a t t h e 

change i n l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s f o r u n m a r r i e d women i n s m a l l a r e a s 

was not n e c e s s a r i l y m o t i v a t e d by a n y c h a n g e s i n a t t i t u d e s or 

needs, but more by e x t e r n a l l y imposed r e s t r i c t i o n s due t o a 

p a u c i t y o f s u i t a b l e companions and a c t i v i t i e s . I n t h i s way, 

though u n i n v o l v e d i n the l i f e c y c l e p a t t e r n w h i c h t h e m a j o r i t y 

o f women were f o l l o w i n g , t h e u n m a r r i e d women were i n f l u e n c e d 

by i t t o some c o n s i d e r a b l e d e g r e e . 

I n t e r v i e w s w i t h the younger women i l l u s t r a t e some s i m i l a r i t i e s 

t o t h e s i t u a t i o n e a i r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y , but some d i f f e r e n c e s 
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too. Marriage s t i l l p r e c i p i t a t e s a change i n l e i s u r e 

a c t i v i t i e s and a l l of the women i n t e r v i e w e d had become more 

home-based f o l l o w i n g marriage and l e s s c l o s e to former 

women f r i e n d s . Mrs. T. (born i n 1954 and married a t twenty-

one), was a t y p i c a l exsanple. D i s c u s s i n g her l e i s u r e i n her 

l a t e teens she s a i d : 

we used to go to p l a c e s l i k e C a s t l e 
Marina, which i s a c l u b And I had one 
big f r i e n d that I 'd had from a baby, we*d 
s o r t of grown up very much to g e t h e r , so we 
used to do a l o t of t h i n g s together ••• we 
always used to have our Thursday night c h a t t e r , 
used to go out to perhaps a pub or a c l u b or 
somewhere for a cup of c o f f e e ••• and g e n e r a l 
c h i t - c h a t of what she'd done during the week 
and what I ' d done during the week* 

And vou went on doing t h a t a l l the time? 

T i l l she got married, yes* 

So how old were you when you met (your f u t u r e husband)? 

Nineteen. 

And how d i d you meet him? 

At a c l u b i n Paignton. 
So i n the y e a r s between n i n e t e e n to twentv-one, s av. 
how were you spending most o f your evenings? 

Pubs, c l u b s , p i c t u r e s . 

So you'd go out most n i g h t s would you? 

We went out about four n i g h t s a week. 

And was th a t j u s t you and your husbamd? 

Mostly, yes, mostly. 

And would you meet other people when you were out? 

Saturdays u s u a l l y , yes, Saturdays and Sundays 
we s o r t of used to meet up w i t h somebody. 
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So would i t be o l d f r i e n d s o f y o u r S t or f r i e n d s 
of your husband? 

Mostly o l d f r i e n d s of my husband. 

And how would you spend your evenings ( a f t e r m a r r i a g e ) ? 

Reading, watching the t e l l y . 

So you h a r d l y went out? 

We used to go out two or t h r e e n i g h t s , but 
never anything very e x c i t i n g . Perhaps we'd 
go f o r a d r i n k , or Mike xised to pl a y a game of 
daurts on a Sunday night • • • 

So d i d you los e c o n t a c t with the f r i e n d s who you'd 
been s e e i n g before you were married? 

Yes, v e r y much so. 

Mr. and Mrs. T. now have two c h i l d r e n , and a f t e r her husband 

changed h i s job they found that they had more time f o r 

l e i s u r e . Mr. T's mother i s always a v a i l a b l e f o r b a b y s i t t i n g 

So what s o r t of t h i n g s d i d you s t a r t doing then? 

Well, s o r t of going out f o r meals, and j u s t 
general c a t c h i n g up w i t h a few f r i e n d s - oh 
and g e n e r a l l y p i c t u r e s , t h i s type of t h i n g , 
but - you make the e f f o r t , then i t s very easy 
not to ever go out. We've got a l i t t l e b i t 
l i k e i t again now. We go through s t a g e s where 
we don't seem to make the e f f o r t to do a n y t h i n g . 
My husband works q u i t e hard anyway and he o f t e n 
wants to come home and s i t i n the c h a i r •• • 

So i f you t h i n k of most evenings how do you t h i n k 
that you do spend your time? 

Very b o r i n g l y r e a l l y . By the time I've got them 
to bed ••• I then u s u a l l y come down and f i n i s h o f f 
anything I've not done during the day - i r o n i n g , 
perhaps d i s h e s , my husband's lunch f o r the next 
day to get, I read the p>aper« U s u a l l y then my 
husband comes home yet again - he comes home f o r 
h i s t e a and then he goes ag a i n - then i t ' s s o r t 
of g e t t i n g up to date with the day's news ... 
w e l l i t ' s g e t t i n g on f o r ten o'clock anyway. So 
we don't do an awful l o t . 
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Mrs. T's l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s , once married, i l l u s t r a t e s e v e r a l 

p o i n t s . F i r s t , maxriage brought about a c o n s i d e r a b l e reduc

t i o n i n evenings spent away from home and ended club-going. 

Married couples - i f they 'maJce the e f f o r t * - a r e l e s s l i k e l y 

now than i n the p a s t to be hindered by c o n s t r a i n t s of time, 

money and s o c i a l p r e s s u r e from spending evenings out, but 

n e v e r t h e l e s s they s t i l l tend towsurds home-centred l e i s u r e . 

Mrs. T. r e f l e c t s another l e i s u r e - r e l a t e d a s p e c t of c o u r t s h i p 

and marriage: not only d i d she l o s e c o n t a c t w i t h her c l o s e s t 

f r i e n d , she a l s o changed her c i r c l e of a c q u a i n t a n c e s from her 

own f r i e n d s to those of her husband's. With the g r e a t e r 

p o t e n t i a l f o r outward going l e i s u r e f o r married c o i ^ j l e s 

t h i s h i g h l i g h t s the power which the husband m a i n t a i n s over 

l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s . The w i f e thus becomes dependent on the 

husband to or g a n i s e l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s o u t s i d e the home, cmd 

as Mrs. T. i n d i c a t e d , the husband having been a t work a l l day 

i s q u i t e often contented to remain a t home i n the evening. 

As Hunt p o i n t s out, whereas an evening a t home may be a com

f o r t a b l e change of scene f o r the husband, f o r the w i f e i t i s 

more l i k e l y to be a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the working day^^^. 

Mrs. B., born i n 1959, i l l u s t r a t e s the l e i s u r e o f an un

married woman: 

... there was a group of us, who used to meet 
i n one of the pubs, and I mean most of the blokes 
were, say ytwo or three y e a r s older than the g i r l s , 
so a l l the g i r l s were around the saime age (about 
s i x t e e n ) and a l l the men were around the saime age, 
and of course we were a l l j u s t one b i g group of 
f r i e n d s , and s l o w l y a l l married o f f . 
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So those are the ones you say you s t i l l see 
about, but you're not c l o s e f r i e n d s w i t h any more? 

They're not, no, they're not c l o s e f r i e n d s any 
more. I mean they are f r i e n d s but they're not as 
c l o s e to me as we used to be. 

So when you do C30 out, who do you tend to go out 
wit h mostly? 

L i n d a most of the time, and u s u a l l y we go down 
to the pub and then meet f r i e n d s down there and 
go o f f d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s . 

Miss G., born i n 1949, traJLned a s a teacher then moved back 

to Devon when she was aged about t w e n t y - f i v e and taught i n a 

l o c a l s c h o o l : 

When I s t a r t e d a t the school t h e r e were q u i t e a 
few of us which a l l s t a r t e d a t the same time. 
Most of them have got married now, but we used 
to go out q u i t e a l o t together a t t h a t time. 

What s o r t of thi n g s would you do? 

Wel l , some weekends we used to take the c h i l d r e n 
out f or walks, l i k e a l l day Sundays and t h i n g s 
l i k e t h a t , or we'd go to pubs f o r a d r i n k , or we'd 
go to d i f f e r e n t people's houses j u s t f o r the 
evenings - thi n g s l i k e t h a t . 

And how many of them aare married now? 

Some of them got married to each other so, i n f a c t , 
yes, a l l of them a r e married now. 

And so does that mean th a t you don't see much of them? 

I don't see as much of them as I did, but I s t i l l 
go and see them, and v i s i t them ... s t i l l do the 
s o r t of t h i n g s we used to do before they got married, 
and they're a b i t more r e s t r i c t e d . 

So does i t mean you found new f r i e n d s ? 

Yes, I think s i n c e I met David, I spend a l o t 
more time with him ... aind other f r i e n d s as w e l l . 
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And where d i d you meet them? 

I suppose they're mainly David's f r i e n d s . 

So what s o r t of t h i n g s do you tend to do w i t h 
your new f r i e n d s ? 

Well we go cav i n g , we go away camping f o r 
weekends, we u s u a l l y meet up twice a week and 
go out f o r a d r i n k . 

W h i l s t Miss B. and Miss G. s t i l l see t h e i r o l d f r i e n d s t h i s 

i s on a d i f f e r e n t b a s i s from when they were a l l unmarried, 

and they no longer share p r e v i o u s l e i s u r e p u r s u i t s w i t h them. 

Miss B. and Miss G. however, both demonstrate a c o n t i n u a t i o n 

of outward-going l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s beyond the age a t which 

t h e i r former f r i e n d s married and became home-centred. T h i s 

was made p o s s i b l e p a r t l y by c r e a t i n g new networks, but cilso 

because of the e x i s t e n c e of a c t i v i t i e s i n which i t i s s o c i a l l y 

a cceptable f o r unmarried women to be i n v o l v e d beyond the age 

at which the m a j o r i t y of t h e i r contemporaries had married. 

I t would appear t h a t when unmarried women are given the 

opportunity to remain psort of a c i r c l e of non-home based 

f r i e n d s , or f i n d i t p o s s i b l e to ach i e v e t h i s by updating n e t 

works, and when they have a range of s u i t a b l e l e i s u r e o p t i o n s 

a v a i l a b l e , unmaxried women now and i n the past show no 

i n d i c a t i o n of f e e l i n g any need to comply w i t h the expected l i f e -

c y c l e changes appropriate to t h e i r c h r o n o l o g i c a l age. 

Other d i f f e r e n c e s i n the way women view l e i s u r e became 

evident from the q u e s t i o n n a i r e . One of these d i f f e r e n c e s was 

that of the understanding women had of l e i s u r e . Women were 
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asked how of t e n they had f r e e days. W h i l s t many women's 

response to t h i s q u e s t i o n was 'never', and o t h e r s responded 

with the r e l e v a n t frequency, f o r some women ( 3 8 % of the 

t o t a l ) t h i s was c l e a r l y a meaningless q u e s t i o n . The i m p l i 

c a t i o n of such a response i s tha t f o r some women f r e e time 

i s i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e from work, thereby i n d i c a t i n g t h a t they 

had l i t t l e concept of l e i s u r e . 

F u r t h e r a n a l y s i s of the respondents to whom the concept of 

f r e e days was meaningless i n d i c a t e d t h a t such women were 

those who had l i t t l e or no con t a c t w i t h the world of waged 

labour. None of the women who had a p a i d j o b themselves 

and only one out of ten women l i v i n g w i t h a working husband 

found the que s t i o n meaningless, w h i l s t 74% of those women 

aged 65 and over gave t h i s response, those l i v i n g with a 

husband being those l e a s t l i k e l y to r e p l y i n t h i s way ( 4 0 % 

of married women aged 65 amd over had f r e e days a t l e a s t 

w e e k l y ) . I t would appear t h a t the concept of f r e e time i s 

c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to that of r o u t i n e work o u t s i d e the home. 

Women invol v e d i n f u l l - t i m e housework without the r e g u l a t i n g 

f a c t o r of someone e l s e i n the house by whom to f i x a r o u t i n e 

seemed f a r l e s s a b l e to maintain a no t i o n of l e i s u r e . S i x t y 

per cent of women aged under s i x t y - f i v e who were f u l l - t i m e 

house workers but who had no husband found the qu e s t i o n 

meaningless as opposed to j u s t 10% of married women of t h i s 

age, although widowed women of a l l ages maintained more notion 

of f r e e days than those women without husbands who had never 
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married, g e n e r a l l y as a r e s u l t of v i s i t s to and from 

r e l a t i v e s which denoted days as being f r e e . 

Some con t a c t w i t h o u t s i d e employment, whether d i r e c t or i n 

d i r e c t t h e r e f o r e appeaurs to be important f o r d e f i n i n g the 

notion of l e i s u r e f o r women. Without such c o n t a c t , as i n 

the case of f u l l - t i m e houseworkers who l i v e a l o n e , work o f t e n 

becomes i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e from l e i s u r e . Even w i t h some con

cept of l e i s u r e however, c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s m i t i g a t e 

a g a i n s t the opportunity to obt a i n i t i n s i z e a b l e b l o c k s . 

The presence of c h i l d r e n , p a r t i c u l a r l y young c h i l d r e n , v i r 

t u a l l y e l i m i n a t e s the p o s s i b i l i t y of talking f r e e days, 

e s p e c i a l l y i f combined w i t h f u l l - t i m e p a i d work or with f u l l -

time housework, p>art-time work o f f e r i n g mothers the g r e a t e s t 

l i k e l i h o o d of o b t a i n i n g f r e e days. Married women without 

c h i l d r e n f o l l w e d a s i m i l a r pat t e r n ̂ whereby they were most 

l i k e l y to take f r e e days i f working p a r t - t i m e , w h i l s t un

married women i n f u l l or part - t i m e work a l l took r e g u l a r f r e e 

days. 

The a c t u a l frequency with which women take f r e e days i s 

ther e f o r e r e l a t e d l e s s to a woman's waged work tha.n to her 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s and f a m i l i a l s i t u a t i o n . Of women i n f u l l - t i m e 

work those l i v i n g alone took f r e e days monthly or more, 

u n l i k e most married women; a l l women i n part-time work except 

those with c h i l d r e n took f r e e days a t l e a s t monthly. But 

four out of f i v e mothers who worked p a r t - t i m e never had f r e e 

days. I n a l l , 77% of married women never had days o f f . 
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though the v a s t m a j o r i t y of these (11 out of 13) were women 

with c h i l d r e n of sc h o o l age or younger ( 8 5 % of women wi t h 

young c h i l d r e n never had f r e e d a y s ) . As Hunt found i n her 

survey, 'the a r r i v a l of c h i l d r e n r e p r e s e n t s f o r most women 

a t o t a l commitment: the o v e r a l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the 

c h i l d ' s welfaure i s he r ' s , not her husband's. I f the mother 

i s to have time away from her c h i l d r e n , i n almost every c a s e 

she has to make the arrangements which permit her absence 

Co n s i d e r i n g p e r s o n a l f a c t o r s which may i n f l u e n c e l e i s u r e , 

other r e s e a r c h i n d i c a t e s t h a t the a v a i l a b i l i t y of t r a n s p o r t 

i s i m p o r t a n t . W h i l s t evidence from the q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

supports the notion that t r a n s p o r t i s a r e l a t e d f a c t o r i n 

making f r e e days p o s s i b l e , the a v a i l a b i l i t y of t r a n s p o r t 

does not ensure f r e e days f o r m a r i t a l s t a t u s remains a more 

i n f l u e n t i a l f a c t o r . Of those women with t h e i r ovm c a r , 

w h i l s t a l l of the never-married women and the m a j o r i t y of 

other unmarried women took f r e e days a t l e a s t monthly, h a l f 

of the married women with c a r s s a i d t h a t they never had f r e e 

days, as d i d h a l f of the women who shared a c a r w i t h t h e i r 

husband. Of the el e v e n women who had no d r i v i n g l i c e n c e but 

whose husbands had c a r s , seven never took breaks and t h r e e 

found the que s t i o n meaningless. Women without any t r a n s p o r t 

a t a l l very r a r e l y took f r e e days w h i l s t many o t h e r s found 

the q u e s t i o n meaningless. The only women without t r a n s p o r t 

who took frequent f r e e days were widows, aga i n , mostly due to 
(g) 

outings to and wi t h r e l a t i v e s ^ 
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C l e a r l y f r e e time a l s o c o n s i s t s of u n i t s s m a l l e r than whole 

days, but the i n d i v i d u a l nature of l e i s u r e r e n d e r s such 

u n i t s incomparable. Mothers, f o r i n s t a n c e , o f t e n d e s c r i b e d 

t h e i r f a v o u r i t e f r e e - t i m e a c t i v i t y a s p l a y i n g w i t h t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n , w h i l s t other women named cooking, or 'doing 

nothing'. Such a v a r i e t y of a c t i v i t i e s d e n i e s c a t e g o r i s a t i o n , 

q u a n t i f i c a t i o n or a n a l y s i s , and f o r t h i s reason only two of 

the ways i n which women spend t h e i r time w i l l be d i s c u s s e d , 

that of t e l e v i s i o n viewing and c l u b membership. 

Much emphasis has been pl a c e d on t e l e v i s i o n viewing as the 

most popular form of l e i s u r e ̂  . I n 1981 over 4 0% of the 

a d u l t s i n the U.K. were watching t e l e v i s i o n on each night 

between seven and ten o' c l o c k ^ ^ ^ ^ . The q u e s t i o n n a i r e i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h asked people to e s t i m a t e the number of hours 

they normally spent each week watching t e l e v i s i o n . 22% of 

married women and 65% of widowed women claimed to watch 

t e l e v i s i o n f o r over t w e n t y - f i v e hours each week. T e l e v i s i o n 

viewing would appear to be dependent on m a r i t a l s t a t u s and 

on age. Amongst the age groups of up to 30, and 30 to 45, 

married women spent f a r more time watching t e l e v i s i o n than 

s i n g l e women, but amongst the o l d e r age groups widowed 

womens' viewing exceeded that of a l l other c a t e g o r i e s of 

m a r i t a l s t a t u s , w i t h 73% of widowed women aged 65 and over 

watching w e l l over 25 hours of t e l e v i s i o n each week, w h i l s t 

a l l the s i n g l e women watched l e s s than 20 hours. Even when 

st a n d a r d i s e d f o r work ( f u l l - t i m e , p a r t - t i m e and f u l l - t i m e 

housework) the p a t t e r n r e n a i n e d the same. Married women w i t h 
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c h i l d r e n spent f a r more time watching t e l e v i s i o n than those 

without {43% of those w i t h c h i l d r e n watched over 25 hours 

each week and 67% watched over 15 hours, w h i l s t o n l y 33% 

of maxried women without c h i l d r e n watched over 15 hours a 

The motivations for watching t e l e v i s i o n a r e d i f f i c u l t t o 

a s s e s s . Whether i t i s the h i g h l y v a l u e d form of f a m i l y 

centred l e i s u r e f o r women which Roberts c l a i m s i t to be f o r 

men, being popular, 'not so much amongst i n d i v i d u a l s b e r e f t 

of a l t e r n a t i v e i d e a s and ex p e r i e n c e , as amongst i n d i v i d u a l s 
(13) 

preoccupied with the demands of f a m i l y l i f e ' ' ' ' or whether 
i t i s j u s t a p a l l i a t i v e to pass the time away w h i l s t mothers 
axe housebound, i s u n c l e a r . Comments made by some women 
suggest a c o n s i d e r a b l e degree o f the l a t t e r . 

The s m a l l amount of t e l e v i s i o n watched by the younger women 

who l i v e alone supports Roberts' c l a i m t h a t t e l e v i s i o n 
(14) 

vxewxng xs r a r e l y a lone p u r s u i t amongst the young^ Of 

older women who l i v e alone, widows spent a c o n s i d e r a b l y 

g r e a t e r number of hours watching t e l e v i s i o n than s i n g l e women. 

One p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n of t h i s f a c t i s t h a t s i n g l e women 

have never developed t e l e v i s i o n viewing p a t t e r n s i n the same 

way as have women who spent much time watching t e l e v i s i o n w h i l s t 

maxried. An a d t e r n a t i v e or complementary e x p l a n a t i o n may be 

that women who have been used to l i v i n g alone are more p r a c 

t i c e d a t f i n d i n g other ways of p a s s i n g the time and do not 

experience l o n e l i n e s s or boredom to the same degree as women 
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who have been accustomed to l i v i n g w i t h a husband, and 

the r e f o r e the never-married a r e l e s s dependent on t e l e v i s i o n 

for entertainment. 

Questions r e l a t e d to attendance a t c l u b s and s o c i e t i e s 

i n d i c a t e d that t h i s too was r e l a t e d to age and m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s . For a l l age-groups under 65 c l u b membership was low 

( 3 2 % ) , w i t h married women being the l e a s t i n v o l v e d . Of 

those women aged 65 and over however, 65% attended at l e a s t 

one c l u b with widowed women showing the g r e a t e s t degree of 

involvement, followed by married then s i n g l e women. Church-

going was minimal, only becoming a t a l l s i g n i f i c a n t amongst 

the o l d e r age group, of whom 22% attended weekly, 75% of 

these church-goers being widows. T h i s adds f u r t h e r evidence 

to the notion of s i n g l e women's s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y w h i l s t 

widows seek company and entertainment^^^^. 

R e a s s e s s i n g women's l e i s u r e , i t would appear t h a t w h i l s t 

l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s may r e f l e c t pre-occupations and s e l f -

images, they a i r e very much modified by the o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

and r e s t r i c t i o n s of the p l a c e and time, and these r e s t r i c t i o n s 

should be c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i e d and c h o i c e s c o n s i d e r e d i n the 

l i g h t of th e s e . For many women a l a c k of a l t e r n a t i v e s 

n e c e s s i t a t e s conformity and may p r e c l u d e the option of 

i n d i v i d u a l l y meaningful l e i s u r e . The r e s t r a i n t s which operate 

w i t h i n one town vary with time, age and m a r i t a l s t a t u s . 

On marriage now and i n the pas t women almost i n v a r i a b l y 
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undergo a c o n s i d e r a b l e change i n l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s , 

becoming more home-orientated and r a r e l y engaging i n o u t s i d e 

l e i s u r e . The change becomes even more complete i f and when 

they have c h i l d r e n . S e v e r a l e x p l a n a t i o n s may be found for 

t h i s change, none of which a r e mutually e x c l u s i v e . Much of 

the p u l l towcLTds the home may be a d e l i b e r a t e matter of 

choice, r e f l e c t i n g the preoccupations of the 'estab l i s h m e n t ' 

phase which g i v e s new meaining to home-centred l e i s u r e . 

B e sides c h o i c e however, the p u l l towards the home may be 

in f l u e n c e d by a l a c k of o p p o r t u n i t i e s . One important 

f a c t o r f o r many women now and e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y i s the 

r e l u c t a n c e of many husbands to engage i n j o i n t l e i s u r e pur

s u i t s o u t s i d e the home most evenings, and the f a c t t h a t the 

husbands' wishes a r e normally d o m i n a n t ^ ' . 

Pursuing the notion of a l a c k of opp o r t u n i t y f o r wives* 

l e i s u r e , e a r l i e r t h i s century i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h the only 

regular l e i s u r e p u r s u i t was the p u b l i c house which was seen 

almost e n t i r e l y as a male domain, so that even i f a husband 

had permitted h i s w i f e to go out alone her only o p t i o n would 

have been to v i s i t the house of a neighbour, r e l a t i v e , or 

f r i e n d . W h i l s t 'dropping i n ' on r e l a t i v e s and neighbours was 

accepted during the day, for working c l a s s women evening 

v i s i t s were g e n e r a l l y pre-planned and c a r r i e d out as f a m i l y 

outings, l e a v i n g wives l i t t l e option but to s t a y a t home. 

The options f o r women now appear to be g r e a t e r . P r i o r t o 

marriage many women spend time i n p u b l i c houses, and a f t e r 

274 



marriage o c c a s i o n a l l y frequent them w i t h t h e i r husbands, so 

there i s no apparent reason why they should not continue pub-

going once married. However, having r e l i n q u i s h e d o l d n e t 

works of f r i e n d s and r e p l a c e d them w i t h those of t h e i r hus

band's, women have l i t t l e o pportunity to o r g a n i s e l e i s u r e 

a c t i v i t i e s i f t h e i r husband does not wish to p a r t i c i p a t e , 

having few companions of t h e i r own t o go out w i t h . S i m i l a r l y , 

having l o s t c o n t a c t with old f r i e n d s , wives a r e d e p r i v e d of 

the opportunity to go v i s i t i n g eis they might have done when 

s i n g l e . Other options which do not need companions i n c l u d e 

attendance a t s o c i e t y meetings, c l u b s or evening c l a s s e s , 

but married women r a r e l y engage i n t h e s e . P o s s i b l y such 

a c t i v i t i e s do not provide wives w i t h the f u l f i l m e n t they a r e 

looking f o r i n l e i s u r e o u t s i d e the home: S i l l i t o e found t h a t 

women engage i n l e i s u r e p u r s u i t s more for s o c i a l reasons 

than amy other ̂ ^^^ and lone attendance a t s o c i e t i e s or other 

formal o r g a n i s a t i o n s may not p r o v i d e t h i s . V i s i t i n g r e l a 

t i v e s may be another p o s s i b l e o p t i o n , but again, t h i s i s not 

a frequent evening a c t i v i t y amongst married women, perhaps 

because i t does not provide them with the company they want, 

with the a d d i t i o n a l f a c t o r t h a t many wives do not have 

r e l a t i v e s l i v i n g neaurby. 

The i s s u e of proximity l e a d s on to the a r e a of r e s t r i c t i o n s , 

the m a j o r i t y of which have been mentioned a l r e a d y . For many 

women a l a c k of t r a n s p o r t p r o h i b i t s a c t i v i t i e s which they 

might otherwise become i n v o l v e d i n , f o r i n s t a n c e the n e a r e s t 
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evening c l a s s e s a r e four m i l e s away, and there axe few clubs 

or s o c i e t i e s which a r e of i n t e r e s t t o those under s i x t y - f i v e 

w i t h i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h i t s e l f . Without t h e i r own networks 

of f r i e n d s who might have c a r s , and with poor p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t 

f a c i l i t i e s , women are only mobile i f they have t h e i r own 

t r a n s p o r t . Economic r e s o u r c e s are another r e l e v a n t f a c t o r , 

as i s th a t of time. As d i s c u s s e d e a r l i e r , time f o r l e i s u r e 

i s dependent not only on a woman's workload as viewed 

o b j e c t i v e l y , but a l s o on her p e r c e p t i o n of her o b l i g a t i o n s , 

which i s i n f l u e n c e d by whether she i s engaged i n f u l l - t i m e 

or part-time paid work, or f u l l - t i m e housework. Deem a l s o 

mentions the way i n which the husband's work normally 

dominates the household r o u t i n e , o f t e n p r e c l u d i n g women's 

attendance a t c e r t a i n a c t i v i t i e s i n c a s e s where the husband 

works u n s o c i a l or i r r e g u l a r hours. Other c o n s t r a i n t s which 

Deem mentions axe the r e l u c t a n c e of many husbands to caxe f o r 

c h i l d r e n w h i l s t t h e i r wives are out, and husbands' u n w i l l i n g 

ness f o r t h e i r wives to a t t e n d c e r t a i n a c t i v i t i e s , p a r t i c u -

l a r l y those i n v o l v i n g mixed sex groups^ \ 

L i t t l e complaint was v o i c e d by the c u r r e n t l y married women 

i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h or the older women,with regard to t h e i r 

husband's a t t i t u d e towairds t h e i r l e i s u r e time or the l a c k 

of o u t s i d e a c t i v i t y . E a r l i e r t h i s century the s o c i e t a l ex

p e c t a t i o n that a wif e should spend the m a j o r i t y of her time 

at home was absorbed by a l l , and though held l e s s d o g m a t i c a l l y 

now, such a b e l i e f a p p a r e n t l y remains i n f l u e n t i a l amongst 
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married women of working c l a s s o r i g i n s , adding i d e o l o g i c a l 

weight to the m a t e r i a l c o n s t r a i n t s . 

O p p o r t u n i t i e s for l e i s u r e a re r e l a t e d to mass demand, and 

as Hart s a y s , a f t e r the age of tw e n t y - f i v e maurriage i s the 

experience of the v a s t m a j o r i t y of the p o p u l a t i o n , t h e r e f o r e 

a d u l t s o c i e t y tends to be geared to the needs of the couple 
(19) 

r a t h e r than the i n d i v i d u a l ^ The r e s t r i c t i o n s which 

operate for married women thereby i n f l u e n c e the o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

a v a i l a b l e f o r women o u t s i d e marriage, and other than i n areeis 

where ther e are c o n s i d e r a b l e numbers of unmaxried people, 

l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s c a t e r i n g f o r t h e i r needs a r e r a r e . The 

s i t u a t i o n i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y o f f e r e d few 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r unmaurried women aged over t w e n t y - f i v e to 

s a t i s f y any wish to f i n d company, being t o t a l l y i n f l u e n c e d 

by the home-centred l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s of the ma r r i e d . Women 

who l i v e i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h now do have more o p t i o n s f o r 

outward d i r e c t e d l e i s u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f they have t h e i r own 

t r a n s p o r t , but they a r e s t i l l f a c e d with the problem of 

f i n d i n g a l t e r n a t i v e l e i s u r e companions a s former networks 

a r e disbanded due to the new a l l e g i a n c e s c r e a t e d by marriage. 

Therefore, i n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t the m a j o r i t y of women 

outs i d e marriage a r e u n a f f e c t e d by the s p e c i f i c m a t e r i a l 

r e s t r i c t i o n s which confine many married women to the home 

(f o r i n s t a n c e they have fewer domestic r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , no 

husband to prevent them from going out, and they have t h e i r 

own money) l e i s u r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r unmarried women a r e 
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l a r g e l y shaped by those r e s t r a i n t s which operate f o r t h e i r 

mcirried contemporaries. 

W h i l s t marriage i n f l u e n c e s unmarried women's l e i s u r e oppor

t u n i t i e s i n m a t e r i a l ways by reducing the demand f o r o u t s i d e 

l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s i t may a l s o i n f l u e n c e them i d e o l o g i c a l l y . 

The f a m i l i a l ideology which p l a c e s wives i n the home may 

a l s o a f f e c t unmarried women, thereby i n f l u e n c i n g t h e i r 

l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s i n non-material ways. Such an i n f l u e n c e 

was d i f f i c u l t to i d e n t i f y i n the case o f the o l d e r women f o r 

whom there was l i t t l e opportunity to d i s p l a y n o n - a l l e g i a n c e 

to the ideology of 'the woman i n the home', but ci r o x m s t a n c e s 

have changed somewhat f o r younger unmairried women i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h who, as d i s c u s s e d , have more opportunity to 

maintain separate l i f e s t y l e s from t h e i r maxried contemporaries 

Women who have been married but l a t e r a r e s e p a r a t e d , d i v o r c e d 

or widowed most c l e a r l y demonstrate the s t r e n g t h of the i d e o 

l o g i c a l p r e s s u r e which encourages a l l women t o a c t as wives, 

by the d i f f i c u l t y they f i n d i n r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g s i n g l e 

l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s ̂  . Mrs. W., who was widowed i n 1969, 

i l l u s t r a t e d that t h i s s t i l l was a problem f o r h e r : 

Do vou thin k you made f r i e n d s d i f f e r e n t l y by 
being on your own to the way you'd have made 
f r i e n d s - to the way you used to make f r i e n d s . 
with your husband? 

Well, you meet them d i f f e r e n t l y , don't you? 
In f a c t I would probably have made more f r i e n d s 
i f my husband were a l i v e . I do not l i k e walking 
i n a pub alone - though I l i k e going i n t o a pub 
for a d r i n k , but not alone ... Now, I have f r i e n d s 
I made a t Willacombe ... they come down here t o 
see me sometimes, and we always used to go up to 
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the Globe f o r a d r i n k , and i t reached the 
point where we'd go i n and the laindlady'd 
say 'Oh you're down again I . You never come 
i n when they're not here' I s a y s , 'Well, 
Megan, I don't l i k e to come i n on my own. 
E i t h e r people look a t you a b i t p e c u l i a r or they 
t h i n k you're a woman on the make' • She s a i d , 
'I'm always here a f t e r seven dear', so I took 
to dropping i n the Globe on F r i d a y s but Megan 
and Tony r e t i r e d l a s t November. 

So vou don't go now? 

So I don't go. 

Unlik e Mrs, W,, whose l e i s u r e remains under the i n f l u e n c e of 

the ideology which keeps wives a t home, other p r e v i o u s l y 

married women i n the younger group soon d i s c a r d e d the 

ideology and regained s i n g l e l i f e s t y l e s . Women's l e i s u r e 

h a b i t s t h e r e f o r e appear not to be d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to t h e i r 

age f o r , u n l i k e age, l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s a r e r e v e r s i b l e and are 

dependent i n the f i r s t i n s t a n c e on women's m a r i t a l s t a t u s ; 

i n the second on t h e i r g e n e r a l surrounding o p p o r t u n i t i e s and 

i n d i v i d u a l circumstances, such as the presence of c h i l d r e n , 

employment and t r a n s p o r t ; and i n the t h i r d , on the extent to 

which women i d e n t i f y with w i v e s . 

INTIMACY, LONELINESS AND SELF IDENTITY 

Besides c o n s i d e r a t i o n of how women spend time and who they 

spend i t with, the nature of t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p s i s a l s o of 

r e l e v a n c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n order to examine the n o t i o n t h a t 

intimacy i s found c h i e f l y through marriage. Using Weiss' 

d e f i n i t i o n of intimacy, which i n v o l v e s t r u s t , e f f e c t i v e under 

standing and ready a c c e s s (see Chapter Two, p. 64) i t was 
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d i f f i c u l t to a s s e s s the extent to which married o r unmarried 

women i n the older group experienced t h i s e i t h e r w i t h 

husbands or r e l a t i v e s , f o r older women were u s u a l l y l e s s a t 

ease with d i s c u s s i o n of such matters. I t was s i m i l a r l y 

d i f f i c u l t t o a s s e s s the degree of in t i m a c y which c u r r e n t l y 

married young women share w i t h t h e i r husbands» but unmarried 

women were more forthcoming, 

Mrs. A., who was born i n 1953 and mairried a t twenty, expressed 

her f e e l i n g s t h a t maxriage and i n t i m a c y were not connected, 

n e i t h e r were sex and intimacy. As she s a i d , r e l a t i n g her 

experience a f t e r approximately seven yeaurs of marriage: 

I used to f e e l I got more warmth and 
f r i e n d l i n e s s from my f r i e n d s , and Dave 
(her husband) j u s t wanted me for sex -
t h a t ' s the way he used to make me f e e l . 
He'd come through (the d o o r ) , and t h a t ' d 
be the f i r s t t h i n g he'd want to do, would be 
to go to bed amd have sex, and I ' d t h i n k 
- w e l l , I've got too much to do I 

Since s e p a r a t i n g from her husband Mrs, A, admits to f e e l i n g 

l o n e l y a t times, but a l s o has ways of d e a l i n g w i t h such 

l o n e l i n e s s : . 

Does i t make you f e e l l o n e l y a t t i m e s ? 

Sometimes, sometimes, • I'm ve r y l u c k y i n the 
sense t h a t I can p i c k up th a t 'phone - I've 
got a male f r i e n d - who is_ a f r i e n d , a genuine 
f r i e n d , I can p i c k up t h a t 'phone, I can r i n g 
him up, and I can say, 'Look I'm f e e l i n g r e a l l y 
fed up. Come dcwn, and l e t ' s go out f o r a d r i n k , 
or have a c h a t , or something'. And h e ' l l s i t 
and chat a l l n i g h t . And we might even have a 
cuddle, but t h a t ' s as f a r a s i t goes. And I ' l l 
f e e l a l o t b e t t e r , and h e ' l l go home, and t h e r e ' s 
no problem - and I might not see him again f o r 
another month, you know. 
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other s i n g l e women mentioned f r i e n d s w i t h whom they shared 

t h e i r thoughts - some male and some female, w h i l s t o t h e r s 

r e l i e d on t h e i r f a m i l y , f o r i n s t a n c e Miss B,, born i n 1959: 

So i f you've oot something t h a t , f o r i n s t a n c e , 
you want to t a l k to somebody about, about 
something important t h a t you f e e l - you're 
t r y i n g to make a d e c i s i o n or something l i k e 
t hat - who would you t a l k to about i t ? 

L i n d a (her s i s t e r ) u s u a l l y , or f a t h e r . See, 
I've got a deeper - I go more to the f a m i l y 
than I do to f r i e n d s ,,, 

At l e a s t some s i n g l e women appear to f u l f i l the need f o r 

intimacy i n ways other than marriage, e i t h e r through f r i e n d 

s h i p s (female or male) or through c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h 

s i b l i n g s or p a r e n t s . Without a husband they may l a c k the 

constant presence of an i n t i m a t e , but - as Mrs. A, i n d i c a t e d 

- having a husband i s no guarantee of f i n d i n g i n t i m a c y . 

Wh i l s t f r i e n d s a r e obviously of importance to some unmarried 

women^further i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s r e q u i r e d i n t o the extent to 

which t h i s a p p l i e s to most unmarried women and whether i t i s 

a l s o t r u e f o r married women. Questions were asked on t h i s 

t o p i c i n the q u e s t i o n n a i r e , but i n s p i t e of attempts to d i s 

t i n g u i s h between acquaintances and c l o s e f r i e n d s , the r e p l i e s 

were d i f f i c u l t to i n t e r p r e t . About one qu a r t e r of the t o t a l 

sample s a i d that they had no c l o s e f r i e n d s , t h i s response 

being evenly d i s t r i b u t e d throughout the v a r i o u s m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s e s , though somewhat more p r e v a l e n t among the age group 

45-60 than for the other age groups (under 30 , 30-44 and 

over 60), A l l of the m a r i t a l s t a t u s e s had predominatntly 
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female f r i e n d s , though 27% of the t o t a l had female and male 

f r i e n d s , no-one cl a i m i n g to have male f r i e n d s o n l y . The 

main d i f f e r e n c e which arose between married and s i n g l e women 

concerned the l o c a l i t y of t h e i r c l o s e f r i e n d s : when ' l o c a l * 

was d e f i n e d as l i v i n g w i t h i n a ten m i l e r a d i u s o f 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h 62% of married women had f r i e n d s l i v i n g non-

l o c a l l y , the average f o r the t o t a l sample being 42%, and the 

highest percentage of women w i t h no l o c a l f r i e n d s were a l s o 

the married women. Though i n s u f f i c i e n t evidence i n i t s e l f , 

t h i s f i n d i n g may suggest t h a t married women continue to 

consider p r e v i o u s r e l a t i o n s h i p s a s f r i e n d s h i p s , but fad.1 to 

make new c l o s e f r i e n d s subsequent to marriage. The f r e 

quency w i t h which women saw t h e i r f r i e n d s showed no 

s i g n i f i c a n t v a r i a t i o n w i t h m a r i t a l s t a t u s , age or employment 

C l e a r l y the whole a r e a i s fraught w i t h problems o f d e f i n i t i o n 

Many of the o l d e r women i n p a r t i c u l a r seemed to have l i t t l e 

concept of a deeper understanding of f r i e n d s h i p , as d i s p l a y e d 

i n the i n t e r v i e w w i t h Mrs. J . (born i n 1906): 

So d id vou make f r i e n d s w i t h people i n other 
departments ( i n the m i l l ) ? 

Oh yes, we had to go through weaving shed, l i k e , 
to go to the t o i l e t s and t h a t . And we always 
used to stop and have a laugh together •.• 

But d i d vou make f r i e n d s with people i n the other 
departments? 

Oh yes, we were a l l f r i e n d l y . I don't t h i n k I had 
a bad f r i e n d . 

For Mrs. S. (born i n 1903), the notion of f r i e n d s was c l e a r l y 
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i n e x t r i c a b l e from that of r e l a t i v e s : 

... Me old e s t brother Jack, he got married, 
w e l l he had two daughters - w e l l they used to 
come and v i s i t mother, i n and out, but - w e l l 
I never had no f a m i l y . And me brother t h a t 
d i e d of cancer - they d i d n ' t have no f a m i l y . 
So that you see, i f you d i d n ' t - i f the c h i l d r e n 
don't have no f a m i l i e s you don't have what I 
c a l l a c i r c l e of f r i e n d s . 

Younger women, as al r e a d y i l l u s t r a t e d , o f t e n r e l y on s i s t e r s 

and p a r e n t s f or c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s but some a l s o enjoy 

c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s with men and/or women f r i e n d s , c l e a r l y 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g between acquaintances and c l o s e f r i e n d s , 

as Mrs. A. (born i n 1953) i n d i c a t e d : 

••• I suppose i f i t r e a l l y came down to the 
crunch, they axe my r e a l f r i e n d s and understand -
• •• I say h e l l o to s t a c k s of people, you know; 
I've had some very amusing evenings w i t h other 
people - but I don't f e e l c l o s e t o them. 

So how important would you say f r i e n d s a r e to you? 

Sometimes v e r y important, sometimes not important 
at a l l ... I don't want to sound c o n c e i t e d 
( l a u g h t e r ) - I've never r e a l l y had a problem 
about making f r i e n d s - I t h i n k t h i s i s the f i r s t 
time I've ever had c l o s e c l o s e f r i e n d s ••• 

Mrs. A. made an i n t e r e s t i n g d i s t i n c t i o n between her r e l a t i o n 

s h i p w i t h f r i e n d s i n the pas t and f r i e n d s now, which c o i n c i d e d 

with her s e p a r a t i o n from her husband. Mrs. T. (born i n 1954 

and married a t twenty-one) had a c l o s e g i r l f r i e n d p r i o r to 

her marriage: 

So i f t h e r e was anything a t th a t time t h a t was 
worrvino vou. something p e r s o n a l vou wanted to 
t a l k to somebody about« who would you have been 
most l i k e l y to t a l k t o? 
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When my f r i e n d - who's not a f r i e n d any 
more - ( l a u g h t e r ) used to be about, then 
that was s o r t of our Thursday - would be when 
you'd t h r a s h out anything t h a t was bothering 
you . . . 

However, when d i s c u s s i n g f r i e n d s h i p s s i n c e being married, 

Mrs. T. f e l t that her s i t u a t i o n had changed: 

I t h i n k t h e r e ' s two or t h r e e t h a t I s o r t of 
c l a s s as f r i e n d s , and I've got a v e r y good 
f r i e n d up the road here - we've got a s o r t of 
f r i e n d s h i p t h a t - our c h i l d r e n have got ( t o 
become) f r i e n d s , and we s o r t of now a r e q u i t e 
f r i e n d l y . People t h a t i f you were st u c k f o r -
l i k e going to p i c k my daughter up from s c h o o l , 
or going and g e t t i n g some shopping f o r you i f 
you were poorly, they would do f o r you, and you 
know t h a t they wouldn't mind you a s k i n g . 

But vou wouldn't s o r t of c a l l them c l o s e f r i e n d s ? 

No, no. I don't t h i n k you get c l o s e f r i e n d s a f t e r 
you get married, to th a t e x t e n t . You perhaps keep 
the ones you had befo r e , but you ca n ' t c o n f i d e i n 
them l i k e you used to con f i d e before you were 
married - because you should do t h a t to your 
husband, so I th i n k perhaps you l o s e out on a 
best f r i e n d , because you don't share a l l the -
... whereas w i t h a best f r i e n d before you got 
married you used to t e l l e v e r y t h i n g to them, you 
know - anything t h a t you knew about a person -
you'd go r i g h t down to the n i t t y - g r i t t y type of 
thing , whereas now t h e r e ' s got to be a l i t t l e b i t 
of - w e l l t h e r e ' s a l i n e or a border t h a t you j u s t 
don't go over. So I th i n k perhaps t h a t a b e s t 
f r i e n d i s n ' t the th i n g to have a f t e r you aore married, 

Mrs. T. im p l i e d that f r i e n d s h i p s become u s e f u l f o r f u l f i l l i n g 

other f u n c t i o n s a f t e r marriage, but that i n t i m a c y with f r i e n d s 

i s incompatible w i t h a good i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h a 

husband. More r e s e a r c h i s needed before making widespread 

claims for t h i s notion but the evidence so f a r would 

support i t . I t appears that of the working c l a s s women 
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i n t e r v i e w e d i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , some women f i n d i ntimacy w i t h 

f r i e n d s , or with r e l a t i v e s , or wi t h husbands, but that an 

intimate r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h a husband m i t i g a t e s a g a i n s t other 

c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s . Marriage does not, however, always 

provide an i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p , and s i m i l a r l y , women 

outs i d e marriage may l a c k i n t i m a t e s . 

Whilst f r i e n d s h i p s may help combat l o n e l i n e s s , they r a r e l y 

e l i m i n a t e i t , and whether or not women o u t s i d e maxriage have 

someone with whom they f e e l i n t i m a t e , most appeair to ex

perience f e e l i n g s of l o n e l i n e s s a t times, l a c k i n g the 

constant presence of a spouse. H a r t r e p o r t s t h a t t h i s 

s o l i t a x y l i v i n g i s what d i v o r c e e s f i n d the most d i f f i c u l t to 

ad j u s t to, f e e l i n g i s o l a t e d and alone i n making d e c i s i o n s 

and having no-one w i t h whom to d i s c u s s t h i n g s , to share t h i n g s , 
/ 21 ̂  

and to fac e the world with^ Widows esq^erience s i m i l a r 

f e e l i n g s of displacement and aloneness, as Mrs, M, (born i n 

1902, married a t t h i r t y - t h r e e and widowed a t s i x t y - s i x ) 

d e s c r i b e d : 
.,, so I've been here n e a r l y t h i r t e e n year 
now, by myself - yes. I a i n ' t never got over 
i t - but you're here, and you got to make the 
best of i t ... But you can' t say you're l i v i n g , 
you know, you're j u s t here - nothing m a t t e r s . 
Not even your f r i e n d s - I mean, when you say you 
have f r i e n d s who come to v i s i t you? 

Yes, but nothing, nothing matters ... you can 
lose a mother, and f a t h e r , and a l l - but when ' t i s 
your husband i t ' s the l o t . 

Mrs, M. c l e a r l y i s s u f f e r i n g more than a l a c k of companionship. 
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but i s ex p e r i e n c i n g a l o s s of i d e n t i t y . As Berger says, 

couples tend to d e f i n e the world t o g e t h e r , c r e a t i n g a 

shared r e a l i t y which i s l o s t when the l i n k w i t h the spouse 
(22) 

i s broken^ Wh i l s t such a p a r t n e r s h i p p r o v i d e s comfort, 

companionship and support, i t s c o r o l l a r y can be a l o s s of a 

sense of s e l f , Mrs. A. (born i n 1953) expressed how h e l p f u l 

she found her shared world w.'Z-A her husband (Dave) and her 

f a j n i l y , when a t the age of tw e n t y - s i x she went to study a t 

an a r t c o l l e g e : 
... I needed that r e a l i t y at home, because I 
t e l l you, X i s a dream p l a c e . You t o t a l l y l o s e 
contact with r e a l i t y i n th a t p l a c e , i t ' s a world 
a p a r t ... i t ' s a r e a l l y s p e c i a l p l a c e , but I 
th i n k you do need a foot o u t s i d e somewhere - and 
t h a t ' s what Dave and t h i s house and the c h i l d r e n 
was f or me ,,. people used to say to me 'You're 
so together, you're so c o o l ' , and I used to t h i n k 
- oh, thank C h r i s t f o r Dave and the c h i l d r e n I 

N e vertheless, Mrs. A, si m u l t a n e o u s l y f e l t c l a u s t r o p h o b i c i n 

her r e l a t i o n s h i p with her husband: 

... I t h i n k I resente d Dave a l o t sometimes, but 
I don't t h i n k that was because I was married to 
him - I thin k i t was because he was always t h e r e , 
I couldn't escape him, he wa^ always t h e r e . 

One of the reasons f o r which Mrs. A. v a l u e d her time at a r t 

c o l l e g e was the chance i t gave her to r e g a i n her i d e n t i t y , 

which she f e l t she had l o s t ; 

... people.found out th a t I was maurried w i t h 
two c h i l d r e n e v e n t u a l l y , but i t was so n i c e to 
be able to go i n there as a person, r a t h e r than 
as h i s w i f e , or a mother. You know, you go to 
play school - i t ' s 'Here's Jamie's mother', or 
•There's Matthew's mother' ... you l o s e your 
i d e n t i t y as such, you know, a p a r t from being 
a mum. 
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A short w h i l e l a t e r Mrs. A's husband j o i n e d the Navy and 

she had to r e a d j u s t to d e a l i n g w i t h the world a l o n e : 

So d i d you f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t g e t t i n g used to 
being on your own a g a i n ? 

Well, what happened r e a l l y was, the f i r s t 
nine months were h o r r i b l e , I hated i t . 

What did you f i n d the most d i f f i c u l t b i t s of 
being on your own? 

I t h i n k what i t was - i t was making d e c i s i o n s . 
I could cope w i t h the everyday shopping, c l e a j i i n g 
- and then when a d e c i s i o n had to be made over 
something or another l i k e - I c a n ' t remember what 
i t was, but i t was something I wanted, I could 
have handled i t on my own - w e l l I d i d handle i t 
on my own i n the end, but I wanted Dave's 
opinion, you know. I wanted him to say 'Do i t ' , 
or 'Not to do i t ' , but by the time you w r i t e to 
him, you'd have to w a i t f o r the next t h r e e weeks 
before you'd get an answer, w e l l , ' t i s too long 
- so I found I had to s t a r t making these d e c i s i o n s . 
So I d i d , and then I ' d w r i t e him a l e t t e r a L f t e r w a r d s 
s a y i n g , ' I have done t h i s , and I have done t h a t , 
and i t ' s too l a t e now baby, 'cos I've done itl» 
( l a u g h t e r ) . ... when he came home f o r h i s month's 
l e a v e , ... I ' d be so e f f i c i e n t you see, he'd j u s t 
be s o r t of stood t h e r e - i t got so that he d i s r t ^ t e d 
my r o u t i n e . 

So did you f e e l by then that vou were almost s i n g l e ? 
Yes I Yes, yes, i n a l o t of ways. 

And did vou f i n d advantages i n t h a t ? I mean, what 
did vou see as the good b i t s i n that and what d i d you 
see a s the bad b i t s ? 

Well, i t ' s good that I could cope. I d i s c o v e r e d 
that I could cope on my own with th r e e c h i l d r e n 
amd a dog and two c a t s . 

And do vou f e e l d i f f e r e n t as a person - about y o u r s e l f ? 

I f e e l s t r o n g , I f e e l t h a t I don't need a man.^ ' 

Whilst l i f e w i t h a spouse i s h e l p f u l f or combatting l o n e l i n e s s 

and f o r s h a r i n g a world view, app>arently the c o n s t a n t compan-
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i o n s h i p and 'togetherness' can sap the w i f e ' s notion of her 

i d e n t i t y , c r e a t i n g dependence and a l a c k of a b i l i t y to d e a l 

w ith the world i n her own r i g h t . 

Mrs. W., who was born i n 1934 and widowed i n 1969, expressed 

her f e e l i n g s about being widowed and a l o n e : 

... sometimes I think I'm b e t t e r o f f , and 
sometimes I f e e l p r e t t y l o n e l y . 

What s o r t of tir.x?s do you t h i n k you f e e l 
l o n e l y - what s o r t of thi n g s make you f e e l l o n e l y ? 
Two o'clock i n the morning when you c a n ' t s l e e p ; 
and w o r r i e s - the water r a t e s come i n , and j u s t 
a f t e r them come the general r a t e s w e l l you 
got no-one to t a l k to about t h a t , no-one to s o r t 
of - you know, th a t t h e r e ' s nothing to do to 
change i t - you know that t h e r e ' s nothing to do 
to change i t - you know t h a t i t s got to be found 
but you've got to s i t here w i t h i t a l l i n s i d e ... 

So, when you t h i n k of l i v i n g alone, do you s e e 
any advantages i n t h a t ? 

Independence, y e s. I can come i n and shut the 
door and have a tantrum i f I want t o , without 
hurti n g anybody ... I can s u l k i f I want to and 
nobody would ever know ... I can come home a b s o l u t e l y 
t i r e d , and I can look a t the f l o o r and say 'That's 
going to s t a y l i k e t h a t ' ... 

Miss B. a l s o found l o n e l i n e s s to be the c o r o l l a r y of indepen

dence: 
And do you thin k i t s more l o n e l y , being by y o u r s e l f ? 

I t ' s t e r r i b l y l o n e l y , t e r r i b l y l o n e l y . During the 
day you cope, because I mean, t h e r e ' s people around 
you. There's some evenings - not very o f t e n now, 
because I j u s t accept i t - but t h e r e ' s c e r t a i n l y 
t h i n g s where you can c r y , you can j u s t s i t here 
and c r y because you a r e b a s i c a l l y so low, and you 
j u s t f e e l l i k e someone maybe to shout a t , somebody 
to argue with, someone to s i t and cuddle w i t h ; you 
miss i t , yes you do, but you l e a r n to l i v e w i t h i t 
because you can' t have i t - i t ' s as simple a s t h a t . 
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I mean, you've e i t h e r got to l i v e i n h e l l 
to enjoy those few l i t t l e comforts, or l i v e 
alone and know where you a r e i n your own mind 
- ajid, I miss those few l i t t l e comforts and I 
took t h a t c h o i c e of being on my own agai n , so 
I knew where I stood w i t h my own l i f e . 

Older s i n g l e women ejqjressed v e r y s i m i l a r sentiments, f o r 

exajnple Miss C. who was born i n 1912, when asked what she 

saw a s the disadvantages of being s i n g l e : 

I t ' s w i n t e r t i m e , i t ' s when you're here on 
your own, you've got nobody to t a l k t o . 
There's always somebody to t a l k t o ( i f you're 
m a r r i e d ) . I know I got the t e l l y , but then 
you c a n ' t t a l k to - ' t i s company - but I mean 
you c a n ' t s i t and have a c o n v e r s a t i o n with i t , 
can ye? 

Do you t h i n k t h e r e ' s advantages i n being s i n g l e ? 

Well there i s , because I can go where I l i k e , 
do what I l i k e , go out when I l i k e , and nobody 
to say when I come i n 'Where've you been?', or 
'What've you been doing?' ... I've got e v e r y t h i n g 
to p l e a s e myself, see. 

Women o u t s i d e marriage, l a c k i n g the accompaniment of a per

manent p a r t n e r , axe l e f t to d e f i n e t h e i r own l i v e s and cope 

with them a l o n e . For some women, e s p e c i a l l y those who have 

been married and who have been t o t a l l y absorbed i n t h e i r 

shared world with t h e i r husband, l i f e a l o n e f e e l s incomplete 

and meaningless. Other women however, w h i l s t they experience 

l o n e l i n e s s - p a r t i c u l a r l y a t times when they f e e l depressed 

or i n s e c u r e - v a l u e the freedom which s i n g l e l i v i n g g i v e s 

then, and they retadLn or re g a i n a sense of independence. 

Women o u t s i d e marriage o f t e n e x p r e s s a p r i d e i n t h e i r a b i l i t y 

to cope w i t h the world on t h e i r own terms, though by doing 
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so they o f t e n appear more a s s e r t i v e than t h e i r married con

temporaries, thus contravening the norm of the dej:>endent 

female, adhering r a t h e r to the s t e r e o t y p e of the a g g r e s s i v e 

'unfeminine' s i n g l e woman. D i s t a s t e f o r such a breach of 

' f e m i n i n i t y ' was experienced by Miss C. i n the 1930's when, 

i n an i n c i d e n t mentioned p r e v i o u s l y , she o b j e c t e d to the 

foreman of the m i l l g i v i n g a marri e d woman work f o r which i t 

was more easy to ear n a higher wage. As she s a i d : 

,., e i t h e r you l i k e a person or you don't 
l i k e a person you see, and a p p a r e n t l y he (the 
foreman) did n ' t l i k e me, I a i n ' t going to 
say - w e l l , she (the married woman) was t r e a t e d 
d i f f e r e n t l y i n one way - but I t h i n k i t was 
through the l i k i n g of a person .,, I t h i n k I 
must have been a l i t t l e b i t too outspoken, i n 
s t i c k i n g up f o r myself - whereas I had to because 
I was s i n g l e , whereas the other one d i d n ' t c a r e , 
she was married, and w e l l , 'course she had her 
pay packet and her husband's coming i n as w e l l -
whereas my pay packet was, what I had was what I 
earned myself ,,. He d i d n ' t l i k e me 'cos I was 
always speaking up f o r myself and a l l , l i k e t h a t , 
and the other one j u s t c a r r i e d on. 

A s s e r t i o n and p r o t e c t i o n of one's r i g h t s a re q u a l i t i e s which 

are now o s t e n s i b l y a p p r e c i a t e d and v a l u e d , n e v e r t h e l e s s , i n 

many q u a r t e r s there remains h o s t i l i t y and s u s p i c i o n of women 

without a male partner who are f e l t to develop a g g r e s s i v e 
(24 ) 

q u a l i t i e s , thereby becoming 'unfeminine • ^ \ 

The notion of f e m i n i n i t y i s based l a r g e l y on the dependence 

a w i f e i s assumed to have on her husband, not only m a t e r i a l l y 

but e m o t i o n a l l y . I n many ways wives do develop such 

dependence and the intimacy between a w i f e and her husband, 

i n v o l v i n g shared d e f i n i t i o n s and c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d r o l e s 
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and s t a t u s e s , o f t e n appears to d i m i n i s h a woman's s e l f -

s u f f i c i e n c y . W h i l s t intimacy w i t h another person i s 

va l u a b l e f o r preventing l o n e l i n e s s , when the ' s i g n i f i c a n t 

other' occupies a more powerful p o s i t i o n , as husbeinds 

g e n e r a l l y do by v i r t u e of t h e i r gender^ ^ wive$* a b i l i t y 

to cope alone i s often l o s t . Women o u t s i d e marriage mean

while, w h i l s t o f t e n forming i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h o t h e r s 

are u s u a l l y denied the ready a c c e s s to a ' s i g n i f i c a n t o t h e r ' 

which marriage provides, and a r e t h e r e f o r e f o r c e d to become 

more s e l f - r e l i a n t . 

Not only does marriage have i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r women's a b i l i t y 

to deal w i t h the world but a l s o f o r a woman's s t a t u s i n the 

world. T h i s i n v o l v e s the way i n which other people see 

women and t h e i r e x p e c t a t i o n s of them, and a l s o the way i n 

which a woman views h e r s e l f . The importance and the i m p l i c a 

t i o n s of bearing the s t a t u s of a married or unmarried woman 

depend l a r g e l y on the context w i t h i n which the women l i v e 

and the e x p e c t a t i o n s which accompany each s t a t u s a t t h a t time. 

E a r l i e r t h i s century, l i v i n g i n a more en c l o s e d and u n i t e d 

community, s o c i e t a l e x p e c t a t i o n s appear to have been more 

u n i f i e d and more p e r v a s i v e , most i n d i v i d u a l s being known to 

a wide number of people i n the l o c a l a r e a , and a l l o c a t e d 

r o l e s and normative e x p e c t a t i o n s were t h e r e f o r e p o w e r f u l . 

During the f i r s t h a l f of t h i s c e n t u r y i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , 

whereas the primary r o l e of a w i f e was to c a r e f o r her husband, 

the r o l e of a daughter was to c a r e f o r her p a r e n t s . U n t i l a 
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woman married i t was d i f f i c u l t f o r her to e s t a b l i s h her 

i d e n t i t y as an a d u l t i n her own r i g h t as opposed to being 

a daughter of her pairents, and i t would appeax t h a t a l l of 

the older women f e l t t h e i r r o l e to be tha-t of a daughter u n t i l 

they married or t h e i r parents d i e d . The s t a t u s o f a s i n g l e 

woman does not seem to have been problematic however, and 

none of the married or unmarried o l d e r women spoken to 

expressed any ambiguity or co n f u s i o n about the r o l e of un

married women. 

With the i n c r e a s e i n the number of women who marry and the 

emphasis on marriage and the f a m i l y , unmarried women have 

become l e s s v i s i b l e , and t h e i r r o l e has become l e s s cleau:. 

Although more d i v e r s e codes of conduct now operate i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h and the community i s l e s s t i g h t l y k n i t , once 

married, women a c q u i r e a r e a d i l y r e c o g n i s a b l e s t a t u s i n other 

people's eyes as a w i f e or mother. W h i l s t t h i s i s an 

acknowledgement of a woman's a d u l t s t a t u s and breaks the 

t i e w i t h parents, as Mrs. A. expe r i e n c e d (p. 286 ) the r e a d i l y 

defined f a c t of being 'someone's w i f e ' or 'someone's mother' 

demands l i t t l e or no s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n , and being so e a s i l y 

acknowledged by others, women often l o s e t h e i r own s e l f -

i d e n t i t y . The s i t u a t i o n i s p a r t i c u l a i r l y precairious f o r women 

who have been absorbed w i t h i n the ready d e f i n e d s t a t u s of 

wife when t h i s r o l e i s threat e n e d or disappeairs, as they can 

be l e f t w i th no meaningful s e l f concept. Widows, d i v o r c e e s 

and separated women d i s p l a y v a r y i n g degrees of speed ajid 
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a d a p t a t i o n to a s i n g l e l i f e , some q u i c k l y r e g a i n i n g r o l e s 

other than that of a wif e w h i l s t o t h e r s ( f o r i n s t a n c e 

Mrs. M. , p. 285) appear unable to e s t a b l i s h an independent 

world view and f i n d l i f e a l o n e meaningless. S i n g l e women, 

without any ready-made r o l e to s l i p into,have to e s t a b l i s h 

an i d e n t i t y for themselves^and t h i s n e c e s s i t y f o r s e l f -

p r o j e c t i o n ajid s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n i s c l e a x l y l i n k e d w i t h 

a s s e r t i v e n e s s auid s e l f esteem. 

SELF ESTEEM 

U n l i k e s i n g l e women whose sense of i d e n t i t y i s l e s s l i k e l y 

to be mediated through only one ' s i g n i f i c a n t o t h e r ' , women 

who have become absorbed i n t o the w e l l d e f i n e d r o l e of a 

mother and/or w i f e have a tendency to have r e l a t i v e l y few 

sources of s e l f esteem, and so g r e a t importance i s p l a c e d on 

the e v a l u a t i o n s of the few ' s i g n i f icauit o t h e r s ' . S i m i l a r l y , 

f o r t h e s e women the range of a v a i l a b l e s o c i a l r o l e s i s o f t e n 

very l i m i t e d and those that do e x i s t a r e h i g h l y i n t e r - r e l a t e d 

and inter-dependent. I n t h i s way, w h i l s t the companionship 

which marriage can provide may prevent i s o l a t i o n and promote 

emotional w e l l b e i n g , i f a womaoi's sense of s e l f i s submerged 

w i t h i n the m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p , the woman's s e l f esteem i s 

then j e o p a r d i s e d i f or when the support of the ' s i g n i f i c a n t 

other' i s removed. 

O p p o r t u n i t i e s to develop a v a r i e t y of spheres i n which s e l f 

esteem may be a s s e s s e d a r e open to women who have a notion of 
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themselves which i s wider than t h a t of p u r e l y a w i f e and 

mother but i s one which i n v o l v e s other concepts of s e l f . 

Women wi t h a more d i v e r s e range of s o c i a l r o l e s aire t h e r e f o r e 

l e s s dependent on the p o s i t i v e e v a l u a t i o n of one person and, 

with a wider range of sources of s e l f esteem, a r e l e s s l i k e l y 

to g e n e r a l i s e negative assessment from one a r e a o f t h e i r 

l i f e to t h e i r whole i d e n t i t y and t h e r e f o r e axe l e s s prone to 

dep r e s s i o n . Married women may obta i n a sense of p e r s o n a l 

worth by r e t a i n i n g t h e i r s e l f i d e n t i t y w i t h i n the marriage 

r e l a t i o n s h i p , but s e l f esteem i s often i n c r e a s e d through 
(26 ) 

employment o u t s i d e the home^ . Women o u t s i d e maxriage, w i t h 

the l a c k of an obvious r o l e to f u l f i l , a r e more l i k e l y t o 

have v a r i e d sources of s e l f esteem and to maintain a f e e l i n g 

of mastery over t h e i r l i v e s . 

The a b i l i t y w ith which women make d e c i s i o n s i s i n d i c a t i v e of 

t h e i r s e l f esteem, and as Mrs. A. i l l u s t r a t e d ( p. 287), a f t e r 

seven y e a r s of marriage she f e l t unable to take d e c i s i o n s 

alone, wanting her husband's approval, but once a d j u s t e d to 

the notion of s i n g l e l i v i n g " she f e l t proud of her a b i l i t y to 

cope alone and enjoyed the p r o c e s s of s e l f d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t 

i s p r e c i s e l y t h i s notion of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and c o n t r o l 

which many women o u t s i d e msorriage v a l u e , and f o r which they 

are w i l l i n g to s a c r i f i c e companionship. I n t h i s way the 
presence or absence of a husband, women's a s s e r t i v e n e s s , 
t h e i r r o l e i d e n t i t y and s e l f esteem a l l appeair to be l i n k e d . 
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SEXUALITY 

Moving to consider the axea of s e x u a l i t y f o r married and un

married women, two main q u e s t i o n s at r i s e , the f i r s t being 

the importance of sex f o r women and the second the degree 

to which married and unmarried women's e x p e r i e n c e s d i f f e r • 

D i s c u s s i o n with the older women i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h i m p l i e s 

that not only does s o c i e t y i n f l u e n c e the ways i n which 

s e x u a l i t y i s expressed, but a l s o the importance p l a c e d on i t , 

f o r many women e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y a p p a r e n t l y expected 

l i t t l e , and show no evidence of g a i n i n g much from t h e i r 

sexual r e l a t i o n s h i p s - though i t must be acknowledged t h a t 

t h i s may be due to t h e i r r e t i c e n c e to d i s c u s s s e x u a l i s s u e s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n a c l i m a t e where s e x u a l i t y c e r t a i n l y was not 

g e n e r a l l y emphasised, whatever the experience of women o u t 

s i d e marriage, they could r a r e l y have been confronted w i t h a 

b l a t a n t assumption that they were 'missing out' on s e x u a l 

a c t i v i t y . Mrs. M. , f o r i n s t a n c e , who was born i n 1902 and 

married a t t h i r t y - t h r e e s a i d : 

• •• I couldn't have anybody near to me i f I 
didn' t want them - i t never appealed to me. 
You see you was shy when you were married -
i f you know my meaning - you s t i l l had that 
p r i d e i n y o u r s e l f , you was never - I don't 
suppose me husband ever saw me c h e s t .. . 

Lack i n g evidence e i t h e r way, i t i s probably f a i r to guess 

that i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y few women o u t s i d e 

marriage had much sex u a l e x p e r i e n c e , but, given the s i m i l a r 

l a c k of information regarding the s a t i s f a c t i o n which married 

women gained from t h e i r s e x u a l e x p e r i e n c e s i t i s u n c l e a r to 
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what extent s i n g l e women were d e p r i v e d i n comparison w i t h 

t h e i r maLrricd contemporaries. 

The g r e a t e r emphasis on s e x u a l i t y during the l a t t e r h a l f of 

t h i s c e n t u r y has i n f l u e n c e d women o u t s i d e marriage i n two 

opposing ways. I n one sense i t has i n c r e a s e d the l i k e l i h o o d 

of t h e i r being viewed w i t h p i t y or s u s p i c i o n f o r f a i l i n g to 

have the r i g h t to a r e g u l a r s e x u a l p a r t n e r , w h i l s t s i m u l 

taneously making sex o u t s i d e marriage more w i d e l y acknowledged, 

i f not accepted. Miss who was born i n 1949, e x p r e s s e d 

t h i s as f o l l o w s , r e g a r d i n g her r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h her boyfriend 

David: 

... I suppose people t h i n k i t ' s more normal, 
you know, to have a man around t h i s p l a c e ... 
because David s t a y s some n i g h t s on weekends when 
he comes up, and he parks h i s c a r o u t s i d e , so 
you know, they (the neighbours) must t h i n k *Oh' 
- ( l a u g h t e r ) - they do n o t i c e what's going on. 

And do you t h i n k that other people t r e a t you 
d i f f e r e n t l y - for i n s t a n c e , do vou t h i n k t h a t male 
f r i e n d s t r e a t you d i f f e r e n t l y i f thev t h i n k that 
you're a t t a c h e d to a man? 
Yes, I thin k so ... I suppose they t h i n k I'm the 
same - it»s more normal f o r somebody of my age, 
r e a l l y , to, you know, be a t t a c h e d to a man. 

There i s a sense i n which i t has become almost o b l i g a t o r y f o r 

women to be known to have s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s with men i n 

order to prove t h e i r a c c e p t a b i l i t y and 'normality', and i n 

t h i s way a t l e a s t , sexual e x p e r i e n c e has become more 

important f or women. A l l of the younger unmarried women 

inte r v i e w e d had a t l e a s t o c c a s i o n a l s e x u a l p a r t n e r s , although 

had i t been p o s s i b l e to i n t e r v i e w s i n g l e women of s i m i l a x 

296 



ages l i v i n g with t h e i r parents or r e l a t i v e s the r e s u l t s may 

have been d i f f e r e n t . As Miss B. i n d i c a t e d , sex o u t s i d e 

marriage s t i l l provokes mixed r e a c t i o n s from o t h e r s . Miss 

B, was born i n 1959 and has a f i v e year o l d son. As she 
s a i d of her mother: 

• and the thought (to her mother) of me 
going to bed w i t h someone i s d i s g u s t i n g , 
a b s o l u t e l y d i s g u s t i n g . 

So does i t mean that you have to be s e c r e t about 
v^at you're doing, or do you not b o t h e r ? 

I don't deceive her - i f she doesn't l i k e i t 
then t h a t ' s tough. ... the c l u b lady the other 
day s a i d something about new s h e e t s - I s a i d 
'Well I've got to have f l a n n e l e t t e f o r w i n t e r , 
because sometimes i t g e t s v e r y c o l d ' . I s a i d , 
' O c c a s i o n a l l y i t ' s a l r i g h t , when you've got 
companyI' 'Course, my mother went 'Oh go on, 
l e t me down, show me u p l ' •.. Of course the 
woman j u s t turned around and s a i d , 'My God, she's 
a woman, she's a mother'. You know, i t ' s a c a s e 
of what you don't know you don't miss, but when 
you do have i t , i t ' s very d i f f i c u l t to giv e i t 
up - and everybody gets f r u s t r a t e d and low 
sometimes, but Mum f i n d s i t bad, naughty. 

The r o l e of sex i n the s i n g l e woman's l i f e as seen by o t h e r s 

i s a p p a r e n t l y ambiguous. I n one sen s e i t i s seen as un

n a t u r a l not to have a s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h a mam, y e t sex 

outs i d e marriage i s s t i l l viewed w i t h d i s a p p r o v a l by some. 

The s i n g l e women spoken tofoond sex important a t times, 

w h i l s t a t o t h e r s they f e l t d i f f e r e n t l y , f o r i n s t a n c e , Mrs. 

I . , who was born i n 1958, married a t seventeen and d i v o r c e d 

a t twenty-two. Although she has had a boyfriend f o r the 

l a s t year she s a i d : 
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i t ' s me t h a t ' s gone o f f sex now - I 
r e a l l y have, I mean even w i t h Pete 

Miss B., mentioned e a r l i e r , w h i l s t v a l u i n g sex, c l a i m e d : 

I t h i n k companionship i s more important 
than sex, because i f you haven't got the 
companionship, and the communication between 
each other - that you can t a l k , you haven't 
got a r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

Some of the p r e v i o u s l y married women expressed d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 

w i th t h e i r s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w h i l s t they were married, 

though none of those c u r r e n t l y married d i d . Thornes and 

C o l l a r d found a s i m i l a r d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e i r r e s e a r c h , and 

note t h a t the admission of s e x u a l problems o f t e n o c c u r s only 

a f t e r much d i s c u s s i o n w i t h people about g e n e r a l m a r i t a l 

problems^ Because of t h i s r e t i c e n c e i t i s d i f f i c u l t to 

compare the r o l e which sex p l a y s , and the s a t i s f a c t i o n i t 

provides f o r married and s i n g l e women, a p a r t from the more 

s u p e r f i c i a l v a l i d a t i n g f u n c t i o n which the assumption o f a 

s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p provides i n a:ffirming a woman's d e s i r a 

b i l i t y to the world, i n which c a s e s o c i a l p r e s s u r e s have 

i n c r e a s e d the importance of s e x . 

CONCLUSION 

I n most of the a r e a s d i s c u s s e d i n t h i s chapter the d i f f e r e n c e s 

between married and unmarried women ar e more d i f f i c u l t to 

s u b s t a j i t i a t e than are d i r e c t b e h a v i o u r a l matters, being l e s s 

t a n g i b l e and t h e r e f o r e l e s s r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e f o r a n a l y s i s . 

N evertheless, w h i l s t the m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s w i t h i n which 

women l i v e may r e s t r i c t t h e i r a c t u a l behaviour, women's 
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f e e l i n g s about themselves and t h e i r l i v e s a r e a p p a r e n t l y 

i n f l u e n c e d c o n s i d e r a b l y by t h e i r m a r i t a l s t a t u s . W h i l s t 

s i n g l e women's behaviour might compromise w i t h that of t h e i r 

married contemporaries, t h e i r i d e n t i t y does so l e s s . 

T h i s appeajTs to be p a r t i c u l a r l y the c a s e w i t h regard to 

women's l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s , where notions of f r e e time and 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r o b t a i n i n g i t depend on women's household 

s i t u a t i o n and t h e i r employment p o s i t i o n - the presence of 

c h i l d r e n and a husband and f u l l - t i m e employment or f u l l - t i m e 

housework being the cir c u m s t a n c e s most conducive to reducing 

women's f r e e time. Women who remain unmarried e3q5erience 

no sudden change of cir c u m s t a n c e s w i t h r e g a r d to demands on 

t h e i r f r e e time, and w h i l s t t h e i r contemporaries a r e 

marrying and becoming more home-centred,women o u t s i d e marriage 

appear only to c u r t a i l t h e i r l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s when they 

experience a dearth of m a t e r i a l options, t h i s having l i t t l e 

to do with any i n t e r n a l change of t h e i r own. I n t h i s way, 

women ou t s i d e marriage i n d i c a t e the i r r e l e v a n c e of the n o t i o n 

of l i f e c y c l e s t a g e s when remaining o u t s i d e of the fcunily, 

as do women who are d i v o r c e d or widowed a t a r e l a t i v e l y eairly 

age who then r e - a d o p t ' s i n g l e l i f e s t y l e s when c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

permit. 

W h i l s t the c u r r e n t notion of women p r e s e n t s them as being 

emotionally dependent on men and seeking marriage f o r 

emotional s e c u r i t y , i t proved d i f f i c u l t to a s s e s s the 

accuracy of t h i s assumption f o r c u r r e n t l y married women. 
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Women o u t s i d e marriage, however, appeared to be r e l a t i v e l y 

s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t e m otionally. Many, both young and o l d e r , 

admitted to exp e r i e n c i n g l o n e l i n e s s a t times, but they 

accepted t h i s a s the c o r o l l a r y of the independence they 

enjoyed. A l s o , many of the younger women o u t s i d e marriage 

did experience intimacy with o t h e r s , o f t e n having c l o s e 

f r i e n d s h i p s w i t h women or men and o b t a i n i n g s a t i s f a c t i o n ajid 

c l o s e n e s s from such r e l a t i o n s h i p s . Married women, on the 

other hand, appeared to f i n d t h a t meorriage m i t i g a t e d a g a i n s t 

intimate r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h f r i e n d s . 

Besides being more s e l f - r e l i a n t e m o t i o n a l l y , women o u t s i d e 

marriage a l s o appear to be more independent i n t h e i r r o l e 

i d e n t i t y . Without one person to r e l a t e t o , suid w i t h no 

obvious r o l e to p l a y , unmarried women d e f i n e t h e i r own 

i d e n t i t y to themselves and to the world, thereby a p p a r e n t l y 

breadcing from the notion of dependency. By e s t a i b l i s h i n g 

t h e i r own r o l e i n l i f e women o f t e n s i m u l t a n e o u s l y p r o t e c t t h e i r 

s e l f esteem, d i m i n i s h i n g the l i k e l i h o o d t h a t they w i l l become 

o v e r - r e l i a n t on one person's assessment of t h e i r performance 

i n one p a r t i c u l a r r o l e . P r e v i o u s l y married women show 

varying speeds of adaptation to the s e l f - r e l i a n c e demanded 

by s i n g l e l i v i n g , i n d i c a t i n g the l o s s of s e l f i d e n t i t y which 

they had experienced through the i n t i m a c y enjoyed i n marriage. 

Women's s e j o i a l i t y demands c o n s i d e r a t i o n from two a j i g l e s , the 

f i r s t being that of s a t i s f a c t i o n and the second t h a t of con

firming women's f e m i n i n i t y . The former i s more d i f f i c u l t to 
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d i s c u s s , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h older and married women, 

although unmarried younger women appear to a c c o r d i t 

f l u c t u a t i n g importance. Maorriage i s a u t o m a t i c a l l y assumed 

to confirm women's feminine s e x u a l i t y and w h i l s t unmarried 

women may have prompted s p e c u l a t i o n i n the p a s t , the 

cur r e n t emphasis on s e x u a l i t y as an important a s p e c t of 

f e m i n i n i t y makes t h i s more of an i s s u e f o r younger unmarried 

women. The young women o u t s i d e marriage i n d i c a t e d an aware

ness of the c o n f l i c t i n g demands on them whereby s e x u a l 

experience should be con f i n e d to marriage, yet to deny 

s e x u a l i t y appears s u s p e c t , and a l l the younger women spoken 

to chose to take a t l e a s t o c c a s i o n a l s e x u a l p a r t n e r s and 

i n d i c a t e d l i t t l e embarrassment about t h i s , but r a t h e r an 

awareness that t h i s was ' n a t u r a l ' . 

I n g e n e r a l then, changes have o c c u r r e d during t h i s c e n t u r y i n 

the o p p o r t u n i t i e s women have f o r e x p r e s s i n g and f u l f i l l i n g 

needs f o r f r i e n d s h i p , sex and l e i s u r e w h i l s t unmarried, and 

the l i v e s of women o u t s i d e marriage aire now l e s s r e s t r i c t e d 

m a t e r i a l l y than they were e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y . Both now 

and p r e v i o u s l y however, s i n g l e women's need to d e a l w i t h the 

world f o r themselves i n v a l i d a t e s the notion of the dependent 

female, and never-married women g e n e r a l l y cope w i t h t h e i r 

own i d e n t i t y and emotional needs i n ways which ma i n t a i n 

t h e i r own i n d i v i d u a l i t y . P r e v i o u s l y married women, by t h e i r 

a b i l i t y or i n a b i l i t y to r e g a i n such i n d i v i d u a l i t y d i s p l a y 

t h e i r r e l e g a t i o n of - or co n t i n u i n g a l l e g i a n c e t o - the 
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accepted r o l e of a married woman 
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CHAPTER SEVEN : NOTES 

1. E l d e r i n Haraven (1978), p. 22. 

2. T h i s i s i n accordance with the Rapoports' notion of 

adolescence as the stage when the major concerns are 

the development of i d e n t i t y and the achievement of 
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t h a t age group). Age a p a r t , car ownership appears to be 

spread q u i t e evenly throughout the v a r i o u s m a r i t a l 

s t a t u s e s , but one obvious point may need emphasis; 

only those women wi t h husbands can have a husband w i t h 

a cao:. W h i l s t a shared c a r (and even l e s s - a husbaind 

with a c a r when the w i f e has no l i c e n s e ) does not appear 

to enhance most women's options f o r t a k i n g f r e e days to 

any g r e a t degree, when, as i n the case of older women, 

car ownership becomes l e s s l i k e l y , any c a r i n the house

hold must be b e t t e r than none. I n t h i s way a t l e a s t , 

t r a n s p o r t i s dependent on m a r i t a l s t a t u s . 

10. See f o r i n s t a n c e Gavron (1967), p. I l l ; S i l l i t o e (1969); 
Roberts (1976). 

11. S o c i a l Trends (1983), p. 134. 

12. S i l l i t o e s i m i l a r l y found a c o n s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e i n 

t e l e v i s i o n viewing amongst young women as they married 

and had c h i l d r e n . He reported s i n g l e women aged 23-30 

spending 11% of t h e i r l e i s u r e time watching t e l e v i s i o n 

w h i l s t married women of t h i s age group with and without 

c h i l d r e n spent 24% and 16% r e s p e c t i v e l y of t h e i r l e i s u r e 

time watching t e l e v i s i o n . S i l l i t o e (1969), Table 10. 

T y p i c a l l y , however, S i l l i t o c r e p o r t s no information on 

s i n g l e women aged over 30, and l i k e w i s e , nothing about 

married women without c h i l d r e n i n the age group 31-45. 

13. Roberts (1976), p. 11. 

14. Roberts (1976). 
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15. The f i n d i n g s i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h c o i n c i d e i n many ways w i t h 

those of Deem's survey c a r r i e d out i n Milton Keynes, 

where those women who were l e a s t i n v o l v e d i n l e i s u r e 

a c t i v i t i e s were those who were married, w i t h c h i l d r e n 

under 17, and who had no f u l l d r i v i n g l i c e n s e . o r no c a r 

for t h e i r e x t e n s i v e use. Deem a l s o found t h a t the l e a s t 

a c t i v e women were those who had l e f t s c h o o l a t the 

minimum l e a v i n g age, and who had not subsequently 

attended any f u l l - t i m e or f u r t h e r e d ucation c o u r s e , and 

those who were n e i t h e r engaged i n p a i d work nor had 

s u f f i c i e n t household income to permit much expenditure 

on l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s . U n l i k e the s i t u a t i o n i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h , however. Deem found l i t t l e a c t i v i t y 

amongst women aged over s i x t y i n Milton Keynes (Deem 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

CONCLUSION 

Having s e t out to d i s c o v e r more about marriage and non-

marriage - the meaning of each and t h e i r e f f e c t s on women's 

l i v e s - t h i s r e s e a r c h b r i n g s i n t o q u e s t i o n the a c c u r a c y of 

s e v e r a l g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s made about women. The female i d e n t i t y 

i s c h a i r a c t e r i s e d by the notion of a w i f e and/or mother and 

l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n i s paid to unmarried women's r e l a t i o n s h i p 

to t h i s concept. The meaning of marriage and the importance 

of i t to married and unmarried women i n i t s r e l e v a n c e f o r 

t h e i r l i v e s has changed i n c e r t a i n ways throughout t h i s 

century• 

Looking at the s i t u a t i o n f o r working c l a s s women i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h a t the beginning of t h i s c e n t u r y , the hardship 

which many of the older saunple of women grew up w i t h i n 

flu e n c e d t h e i r outlook on l i f e , i n c l u d i n g t h e i r approach 

towards marriage and i t s meaning f o r them. L i v i n g , as the 

ma j o r i t y of working c l a s s daughters d i d , i n cramped s u r 

roundings with a l l the r e s t r i c t i o n s of time, money, work and 

l e i s u r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s inherent i n working c l a s s l i f e i n a 

small town, women's ambitions r a r e l y s t r e t c h e d f a r t h e r than 

marriage, which o f f e r e d them a home of t h e i r own and an 

opportunity to stop work and e s t a b l i s h t h e i r own way of l i f e . 

Faced w i t h the m a t e r i a l i n s e c u r i t y and d i s c o m f o r t s of s i n g l e 

l i v i n g , marriage appeared to be the s o l u t i o n to many of the 

problems women faced, p r o v i d i n g them with m a t e r i a l advantages 
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which s i n g l e l i v i n g could not. The m a j o r i t y of women had 

grown up a n t i c i p a t i n g marriage, having seen the obvious 

advantages i t o f f e r e d them. 

For some women, however, l i f e was l e s s t h r e a t e n e d by m a t e r i a l 

hardships and t h e r e f o r e the immediate p r e s s u r e towards 

marriage as an escape from home and work was removed. Where 

home l i f e o f f e r e d r e l a t i v e comforts and advantages and when 

work provided reasonable i n t e r e s t and/or money, s i n g l e l i v i n g 

appeared f e a s i b l e and a c c e p t a b l e . Women brought up i n middle 

c l a s s f a m i l i e s o f t e n l i v e d under such c i r c u m s t a n c e s , but so 

too d i d many youngest aind only daughters i n working c l a s s 

f a u n i l i e s . From t h i s p r i v i l e g e d p o s i t i o n marriage could be 

postponed u n t i l the b e n e f i t s i t o f f e r e d outweighed those pro

vided by s i n g l e l i v i n g . Persuading f a c t o r s might i n c l u d e 

changed m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s or emotional c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , 

but u n t i l such a r e v e r s a l of the s i t u a t i o n o c c u r r e d women 

could a f f o r d to delay marriage, and often d id so {permanently. 

The a d d i t i o n a l pressure on youngest daughters to ca r e f o r 

t h e i r parents i n c r e a s e d the l i k e l i h o o d of t h e i r non-marriage 

as they grew o l d e r . 

The c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n for working c l a s s women has changed. 

Whilst the whole population has moved towards the p o s i t i o n of 

greater s e c u r i t y which was p r e v i o u s l y a f f o r d e d o n l y to 

p r i v i l e g e d l a s t daughters, the r e l i e f from m a t e r i a l p r e s s u r e 

which made s i n g l e l i f e f e a s i b l e f o r such women e a r l i e r t h i s 

century does l i t t l e to delay marriage now. W h i l s t m a t e r i a l 
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comforts remain as one as p e c t of marriage, these a r e r a r e l y 

acknowledged as s i g n i f i c a n t and emotional c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a r e 

now p)aramount, marriage being p o r t r a y e d as the best s o l u t i o n 

to i n d i v i d u a l s ' problems o f i n s e c u r i t y and i s o l a t i o n . Seen 
i n t h i s way, improved m a t e r i a l standards f o r s i n g l e women 

do l i t t l e to a l l a y p r e s s u r e towards marriage, added to which 

the i n c r e a s e d s o c i e t a l awareness of the 'marriageable age 

brack e t ' and the more widespread assumption t h a t a l l women 

w i l l marry encourages marriage to be seen as an obvious s t e p 

for a l l women - and normally before the age of t h i r t y . P arents 

r a r e l y expect daughters to remain a t home to caire f o r them, 

thereby removing another beurrier from marriage and for the 

ma j o r i t y of women non-marriage i s never c o n s i d e r e d as an 

option. I n t h i s way the previous s i g n i f i c a n c e of s i b l i n g 

p o s i t i o n for working c l a s s daughters appears to have been 

removed. 

Some women however, do remain unmarried and f o r them, as f o r 

some divor c e d and widowed women, the independence they enjoy 

apparently outweighs the emotional s e c u r i t y they f e e l 

marriage promises. N e v e r t h e l e s s , the i n t a n g i b l e q u a l i t y o f 

the i d e o l o g i c a l p r e s s u r e towairds marriage i s powerful and 

p e r s u a s i v e , and the m a j o r i t y of younger women i n t e r v i e w e d 

a n t i c i p a t e d the l i k e l i h o o d of marriage ' e v e n t u a l l y ' . 

Meanings of marriage and non-marriage have t h e r e f o r e changed, 

but the image of a married woman remains as the symbol of 

f e m i n i n i t y . Women are g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d to be home-based. 
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s h a r i n g , c a r i n g and dependent, a l l of these i s s u e s being 

based on the notion of a woman who l i v e s w i t h a husband and/ 

or c h i l d r e n . Having explored the l i v e s of married and un-

msirrijBd women l i v i n g under s i m i l a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s such notions 

appear to be of v a r y i n g r e l e v a n c e f o r women during the 

course of t h i s c e n t u r y . 

C o n s i d e r i n g housework, the i d e o l o g i c a l p r e s s u r e on women to 

perform household chores i s most p e r s u a s i v e when women share 

a house w i t h a man, remain a t home a l l day and have c h i l d r e n . 

A l l the older working c l a s s women spoken to - whether married 

or not - p o s s i b l y because they were a t home during the day, 

al l c w e d housework to p r o l i f e r a t e . M a r i t a l s t a t u s aJ.one i s 

therefore not a determining f a c t o r w i t h regard to women's 

r e l a t i o n s h i p to housework^but n e i t h e r i s gender. Wh i l s t a l l 

women apparently have the c a p a c i t y to i d e n t i f y w i t h the r o l e 

of a housewife, c e r t a i n s i t u a t i o n s provoke t h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

w h i l s t o t h e r s encourage women to view housework from a p r a c 

t i c a l s t andpoint. Women who are young and l i v e without a 

male partner appear to be those l e a s t l i k e l y to i d e n t i f y w i t h 

the r o l e of housewife and for such women the assumption t h a t 

being female n e c e s s a r i l y i m p l i e s commitment to the home would 

appear to be meaningless. 

The notion of the woman i n the home i s l i n k e d w i t h marriage 

i n other ways. Marriage i s g e n e r a l l y a s s o c i a t e d with a move 

away from the p a r e n t a l home i n t o an independent d w e l l i n g . 

E a r l i e r t h i s century such a move appeaured to be important f o r 
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many working c l a s s women due to the s e v e r e r e s t r i c t i o n s of 

space i n t h e i r p a r e n t a l home, but w h i l s t , w i t h l e s s cramped 

surroundings t h i s p r e s s u r e i s now o f t e n removed, the move 

remains of equal importance f o r reasons o f e s t a b l i s h i n g 

independence from p a r e n t s . 

The extent to which women maintain the not i o n t h a t an i n 

dependent home i m p l i e s marriage i s r e f l e c t e d not merely i n 

t h e i r a b i l i t y to obt a i n t h e i r own home, but by the degree to 

which they c o n s i d e r such a move. I t would appeax t h a t the 

i d e o l o g i c a l l i n k between a home and marriage was, auid 

remains s t r o n g f o r many women, but that c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of a 

home alone were, and are, a p o s s i b i l i t y f o r unmarried women 

i n the pa^t and now. N e v e r t h e l e s s , m a t e r i a l and normative 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a t the beginning of t h i s c e n t u r y made such a 

move very d i f f i c u l t and few unmarried women obtained t h e i r 

own homes u n t i l a f t e r the death of t h e i r p a r e n t s . The 

s i t u a t i o n has now r e l a x e d somewhat and, w h i l s t i n the m i n o r i t y , 

working c l a s s women do i n d i c a t e t h e i r a b i l i t y to break from 

the dependence on marriage to provide them with a home auid 

i t i s c u r r e n t l y not only p o s s i b l e to c o n s i d e r such a move, 

but a l s o to achieve i t . 

A f u r t h e r i m p l i c a t i o n of the home-based image of women 

r e l a t e s to t h e i r supposed a t t i t u d e s towards employment, which 

i s assumed to be of secondary importance to women's home 

l i f e . E s a r l i e r t h i s century i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h the normal 

p a t t e r n of behaviour f or women was to marry, gi v e up work and 
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s t a y a t home. Only married women for whom d i r e f i n a n c i a l 

need n e c e s s i t a t e d otherwise seem to have broken t h i s p a t t e r n , 

and unmarried women were t h e r e f o r e unusual i n t h e i r continued 

work r e c o r d beyond the age a t which most of t h e i r contempo

r a r i e s were immersed i n home l i f e . Unmarried women d i f f e r e d 

from most married women i n t h a t , not only could they not 

a f f o r d to s t a y a t home, the m a j o r i t y of those spoken to 

appear to f e e l that they would not have wished t o . U n l i k e 

those married women who d i d f e e l compelled to work to eaxn 

money, unmarried women e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y seem to have 

valued t h e i r work, not only f o r the money but a l s o f o r the 

i n t e r e s t i t provided. 

The c u r r e n t i n c r e a s e i n employment amongst m a r r i e d women has 

made unmarried women's p o s i t i o n i n the labour market l e s s 

remarkable. W h i l s t earnings a r e s t i l l an important motive 

i n encouraging women t o work, companionship and s a t i s f a c t i o n 

from the job aure other r e l e v a n t f a c t o r s shared, a p p a r e n t l y , by 

women i n s i d e and o u t s i d e marriage. The ge n e r a l impression 

gained however, i s that women o u t s i d e marriage p o s s i b l y v a l u e 

t h e i r work more than married women do, being more r e l u c t a n t 

to c onsider g i v i n g up work even when f i n a n c i a J . c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

are removed. 

Thus, w h i l s t employment i s assumed to be r e l e g a t e d to a l a v 

p o s i t i o n i n women's l i v e s with the b e l i e f t h a t women are 

g e n e r a l l y w i l l i n g to give up p a i d work and absorb themselves 

i n the home, t h i s i s a notion which i s based on f a c t o r s which 
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are by no means r e l e v a n t to a l l . C e r t a i n f a c t o r s make t h i s 

assumption more l i k e l y , these being a l a c k of c h o i c e w i t h 

regard to employment, the presence of c h i l d r e n and a husband, 

and - as i n the p>ast - a strong domestic i d e o l o g y . Under 

such circumstances msirried women e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y appear 

to have viewed work as unimportant and unwelcome, but t h i s 

i s l e s s t rue of married women now, and i n a c c u r a t e for many 

women o u t s i d e marriage both now and p r e v i o u s l y , d e s p i t e the 

f a c t t h a t few o p p o r t u n i t i e s e x i s t f o r working c l a s s women to 

f i n d work which o f f e r s i n t r i n s i c s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

One a s p e c t of womanhood which has changed l i t t l e i n i t s por

t r a y a l and ap p a r e n t l y i n i t s r e l e v a n c e f o r marri e d women, 

i s that of the »caring, s h a r i n g ' woman, when t h i s i s taken to 

imply s a c r i f i c i n g i n d i v i d u a l needs to those of the faonily. 

A l l the married women spoken t o , whether or not they earned 

t h e i r own money appairently i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the r o l e of the 

budgetting housekeeper and were t h e r e f o r e unable to in d u l g e 

t h e i r own wishes g u i l t l e s s l y . Women o u t s i d e marriage on the 

other hand, whatever t h e i r m a t e r i a l s i t u a t i o n (whether 

earning t h e i r own money or not; l i v i n g w i t h r e l a t i v e s or not) 

appeared to f e e l f r e e of the preoccupation w i t h t>udgetting 

and s a c r i f i c e , suggesting t h a t women adopt t h i s q u a l i t y a s 

part of the w i f e l y r o l e . Not only do never-married women 

escape t h i s concept of themselves, but p r e v i o u s l y married 

women are able to drop i t when they no longer i d e n t i f y with 

the r o l e of a w i f e . 
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The i s s u e of l e i s u r e i s one which p r e s e n t s p a r t i c u l a r problems 

with regard to the d i s t i n c t i o n between i d e o l o g i c a l i n f l u e n c e 

and m a t e r i a l compromise. On marriage women were, and a r e , 

acknowledged to undergo a change i n l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s , drop

ping former women f r i e n d s and becoming more home-centred. 

T h i s i s a change which i s more r e a d i l y understandable when 

women have c h i l d r e n , but n e v e r t h e l e s s appears to a f f e c t a l l 

women who marry. Because of the p r e d i c t a b i l i t y of such a 

p a t t e r n and the convenient way i n which marriage and the 

appearance of c h i l d r e n g e n e r a l l y o c c u r s a t a p a r t i c u l a r time 

i n women's l i v e s , the not i o n of the f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e has 

evolved, p r e d i c t i n g women's l i f e s t a g e s a t c e r t a i n ages, and 

l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s have subsequently been l i n k e d w i t h t h i s . 

W h i l s t normally a c c u r a t e f o r women who conform w i t h the l i f e 

c y c l e s t a g e s , t h i s p a t t e r n has l e s s r e l e v a n c e f o r women out

s i d e the f a m i l y . 

Besides l i n k i n g a c t u a l l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s w i t h the f a m i l y l i f e 

c y c l e however, t h e o r i e s have gone f u r t h e r , implying t h a t 

l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s r e f l e c t i n d i v i d u a l s ' preoccupations. 

Again, t h i s may be the ca s e f or many women but f o r o t h e r s 

circumstances dominate. Where l o c a l r e s t r i c t i o n s provide no 

opportunity f or a l t e r n a t i v e behaviour, women who do not con

form with the l i f e c y c l e p a t t e r n s of the m a j o r i t y are l e f t 

w i t h l i t t l e o u t l e t to express t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l p reoccupations 

through l e i s u r e . I n t h i s way unmarried women l i v i n g i n 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h e a r l i e r t h i s century had no option except to 
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conform with t h e i r married contemp)oraries where l e i s u r e was 

concerned and, due to the home-based preoccupations of t h e i r 

maxried former f r i e n d s , s i n g l e women were o f t e n l e f t - some

times a f t e r attempts to update s i n g l e networks and l e i s u r e 

p a t t e r n s - with no option other than to become home-based 

themselves. N e v e r t h e l e s s , such apparent s i m i l a r i t y i n 

l e i s u r e s t y l e s does not n e c e s s a r i l y i n d i c a t e s i m i l a r p r e 

occupations • 

Younger women c u r r e n t l y have more opportunity to continue to 

fo l l o w s i n g l e l i f e s t y l e s even when t h e i r contemporaries are 

married, due to changed l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s and fewer r e s t r i c 

t i o n s . Under such circumstances women d i s p l a y l e s s i d e n t i 

f i c a t i o n with the home-based l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s which wives of 

t h e i r age f o l l o w . T h i s t h e r e f o r e c a s t s doubt on any assump

t i o n that women's l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s a r e n e c e s s a i r i l y an 

i n d i c a t i o n of t h e i r p r e o c c u p a t i o n s , or that changes a r e 

n e c e s s a r i l y l i n k e d w i t h age. Furthermore, a l l women c l e a r l y 

£Lre not c o n s t r a i n e d to the saane e x t e n t by the gender-based 

assumption that women remain i n the home, f o r never-married 

and some p r e v i o u s l y married women a r e c l e a r l y a b l e to enjoy 

outwaird-going l e i s u r e p u r s u i t s . The l i m i t e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f o r l e i s u r e i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h , however, prevent f u r t h e r 

a n a l y s i s of the extent to which unmarried women might continue 

to f o l l o w s i n g l e l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s i n the absence of ajiy 

m a t e r i a l r e s t r a i n t s . 

When c o n s i d e r i n g women's f e e l i n g s about t h e i r l i v e s m a t e r i a l 
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c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n t e r v e n e l e s s than they do i n be h a v i o u r a l 

a s p e c t s . Women's a t t i t u d e s t h e r e f o r e d i s p l a y more d i r e c t l y 

the degree to which the ideology which assumes a l l women to 

be wives, r i g h t l y or wrongly assumes a s i m i l a r i t y i n a t t i t u d e s 

amongst married and unmarried women. Probably one of the 

most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c q u a l i t i e s of the 'feminine' s t e r e o t y p e 

i s assumed to be women's emphasis on 'emotional* matters and 

t h e i r emotional dependence on men. By v i r t u e of t h i s f a c t 

marriage i s portrayed as being of c o n s i d e r a b l e importance f o r 

women's emotional well-being^and the l i v e s of women o u t s i d e 

marriage tend to appear e m o t i o n a l l y s p a r s e . 

C u r r e n t l y married women and o l d e r widows and wives o f f e r e d 

l i t t l e i nformation regarding the emotional s a t i s f a c t i o n they 

i n f a c t gained from t h e i r marriages, though some p r e v i o u s l y 

married women i n d i c a t e d that marriage by no means always 

provides emotional f u l f i l m e n t . The experience of younger 

women o u t s i d e marriage demonstrated t h a t unmarried l i f e need 

not imply a l i f e l e d with no emotional o u t l e t s . F r i e n d s h i p s 

are o f t e n of c o n s i d e r a b l e v a l u e to unmarried women, though 

whether t h i s was the ca s e f o r women o u t s i d e marriage i n the 

older Scimple was not c l e a r . Younger women, however, o f t e n 

experienced intimacy through c l o s e f r i e n d s h i p s w i t h women or 

men, w h i l s t maxried women, though o f t e n having f r i e n d s , tended 

to r e l a x the c l o s e n e s s of such r e l a t i o n s h i p s a f t e r marriage. 

Most of the unmarried women of both age groups admitted to 

f e e l i n g s of l o n e l i n e s s at times, but some were more adept at 
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d e a l i n g with such f e e l i n g s than o t h e r s . Older widows i n 

p a r t i c u l a r demonstrated the g r e a t e s t problem i n adapting to 

a l i f e alone, w h i l s t women who had never married appeared 

w e l l p r a c t i c e d a t coping with such emotions. Women who had 

been separated, d i v o r c e d or widowed d i s p l a y e d v a r y i n g degrees 

of adaptation to s i n g l e l i v i n g and the p o t e n t i a l l o n e l i n e s s 

i t i n v o l v e d , ajid as they l e a r n t to adapt to t h i s they gen

e r a l l y claimed a f e e l i n g o f s a t i s f a c t i o n i n t h e i r a b i l i t y to 

cope alone. Women thereby i n d i c a t e d that dependence i s by no 

means i n e v i t a b l e or i r r e v e r s i b l e , and th a t w h i l s t women out

s i d e maxriage were not i n c a p a b l e of v a l u i n g or e x p e r i e n c i n g 

intimacy, they were a l s o a b l e to d e a l with t h e i r l i v e s 

without the permanent presence of a p a r t n e r . 

The n e c e s s i t y to cope alone i m p l i e s a degree of s e l f -

s u f f i c i e n c y which, i n many ways a p p a r e n t l y c o n f l i c t s w i t h the 

accepted notion of f e m i n i n i t y . Though r a r e l y e xpressed 

d i r e c t l y , i t would appear t h a t s i n g l e women a t times f e l t 

t hat they contravened other people's e x p e c t a t i o n s of f e m i n i n i t y 

by t h e i r a s s e r t i v e n e s s . Not only i s a s s e r t i v e n e s s o c c a s i o n a l l y 

necessary for women o u t s i d e marriage i n order to s u r v i v e 

m a t e r i a l l y , but a l s o t o c l a r i f y t h e i r p l a c e i n the world. 

W h i l s t marriage e s t a b l i s h e s a woman's p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y , 

transforming her i n t o someone's w i f e , unmarried women axe seen 

as being i n the u n c e r t a i n p o s i t i o n of being someone's 

daughter, or axe l e f t with an undefined r o l e . T h i s r o l e has 

become even more unclear as marriage r a t e s have e s c a l a t e d and 
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women need a c o n s i d e r a b l e degree of s e l f - i d e n t i t y to d e t e r 

mine t h e i r notion of the world f o r themselves and to p r o j e c t 

t h e i r own i d e n t i t y onto the world. Women c l e a r l y do t h i s to 

varying degrees, but women who were p r e v i o u s l y married 

i n d i c a t e , by t h e i r i n i t i a l s t r u g g l e and l a t e r p r i d e , the 

n e c e s s i t y and a b i l i t y of women o u t s i d e marriage t o achieve 

t h i s . Widows who were unable t o r e g a i n t h e i r s e n s e of s e l f 

o b v iously were c o n t i n u i n g to e v a l u a t e the world from a j o i n t 

p o s i t i o n with t h e i r husband, and as such the world appears 

empty and meaningless. 

Due to the r e a d i l y v i s i b l e and e a s i l y accepted n a t u r e of the 

r o l e of a wi f e , women often l o s e t h e i r i d e n t i t y w h i l s t 

w i t h i n t h i s r o l e , becoming f u l l y dependent on the s t a t u s -

confirming nature of i t and the approval of one or a few 

' s i g n i f i c a n t o t h e r s ' . I n t h i s p o s i t i o n women's emotional 

s e c u r i t y i s s u b j e c t to sudden swings i f the r o l e changes or 

the support of the s i g n i f i c a n t o t h e r ( s ) i s removed. Women 

out s i d e marriage, however, having e s t a b l i s h e d an i d e n t i t y 

f o r themselves, are b e t t e r equipped to d e a l with negative 

assessment from o t h e r s , r a r e l y having p l a c e d t o t a l emphasis 

on one r o l e , the p o s i t i o n of an unmarried woman being l e s s 

cleaurly defined and t h e r e f o r e c o n s i s t i n g of more d i s p a r a t e 

notions. I n t h i s way women o u t s i d e marriage not only i n d i c a t e 

t h e i r a b i l i t y to cope with the world alone, but the paxa-

d o x i c a l nature of the emotional s e c u r i t y which marriage 

apparently o f f e r s . 
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Women's s e x u a l i t y i s another a r e a to which marriage appears 

to supply a ready answer. On marriage i t i s assumed that 

women si m u l t a n e o u s l y confirm and provide f o r t h e i r s e x u a l i t y 

i n ways i n which s o c i e t y can approve. Unmarried women, by 

c o n t r a s t , prompt questions a s to both of t h e s e a s p e c t s . 

These q u e s t i o n s have become more r e l e v a n t to women's apparent 

f e m i n i n i t y during the l a t t e r p a r t of t h i s c e n t u r y with the 

more open d i s c u s s i o n of s e x u a l i t y , and i t i s d i f f i c u l t to 

a s s e s s how aware old e r unmarried women were of f e e l i n g s o f 

c u r i o s i t y on behalf of those around them i n r e l a t i o n to t h i s , 

s e x u a l i t y not being an a r e a v ^ i c h o l d e r women app>eared keen 

to d i s c u s s . Married women of both age groups s i m i l a r l y d i d 

not e n t e r i n t o d i s c u s s i o n about t h e i r v i e w s on sexual i t y but 

unmarried women i n the younger group c l e a r l y acknowledged 

t h i s ais an i s s u e , perhaps because f o r them the v a l i d a t i n g 

f u n c t i o n of s e x u a l i t y appears most c r u c i a l . 

Unmarried women i n the younger age group, though a t times 

acknowledging that they were broaching s o c i a l conventions i n 

the eyes of some, g e n e r a l l y appeared to f e e l t h a t they gained 

approval by confirming t h e i r s e x u a l i t y . The l i n k between 

women's s e x u a l i t y ajid t h e i r m a r i t a l s t a t u s seems to be of 

l e s s importance now than i t was e a r l i e r t h i s c e n t u r y , but 

f u r t h e r information regarding women's f e e l i n g s about t h e i r 

sexual experience i n s i d e or o u t s i d e marriage remains un

explored. 

W h i l s t , t h e r e f o r e , l e s s i n formation than might have been hoped 
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f o r was c o l l e c t e d regarding married and olde r women's 

sexual and emotional e x p e r i e n c e s , the o v e r a l l c o n c l u s i o n 

r e s u l t i n g from t h i s r e s e a r c h i s t h a t women o u t s i d e marriage, 

both now and e a r l i e r t h i s century i n d i c a t e the c o n s i d e r a b l e 

degree to which assumptions made about women are based only 

on the experience of women l i v i n g with husbands. For wiv e s 

e a r l i e r t h i s century^ conformity with the w i f e l y image seemed 

widespread, these women appearing to be committed to house

work, the home and t h e i r husbands. S i n g l e women a t t h a t 

time were c o n s i d e r a b l y r e s t r i c t e d by m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

from d i s p l a y i n g n o n - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n with the female r o l e a s 

based on married women's behaviour i n terms of the way they 

spent t h e i r time^and other b e h a v i o u r a l a s p e c t s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

i n the a r e a of f e e l i n g s and a t t i t u d e s , which are l e s s r e s t r i c t e d 

by circumstances and normative p r e s s u r e s , s i n g l e women i n d i c 

ated c o n s i d e r a b l e d i f f e r e n c e s from the s t e r e o t y p i c a l womanly 

approach. 

The younger women s t u d i e d l i v e i n surroundings which permit 

a somewhat wider range of o p p o r t u n i t i e s and behaviour p a t t e r n s . 

Married women i n t h i s group i l l u s t r a t e d more v a r i a t i o n i n 

t h e i r approach towards housework and employment, but the 

ma j o r i t y maintained c o n s i d e r a b l e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the 

notion of a home-based, shsuring, husband-orientated w i f e , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y with regard to budgetting, l e i s u r e p a t t e r n s and 

networks of f r i e n d s . Younger women o u t s i d e marrdLage i n d i c a t e d 

t h a t , as m a t e r i a l r e s t r i c t i o n s on behaviour relaoc, the ideo-
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logy which encourages conformity with the marri e d woman's 

r o l e appears to become l e s s e f f e c t i v e , and unmarried women 

demonstrated l e s s conformity with t h e i r married contemporaries 

by both t h e i r behaviour and t h e i r a t t i t u d e s . 

W h i l s t t h e r e f o r e , m a t e r i a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f t e n i n f l u e n c e 

the ways i n which women le a d t h e i r l i v e s , never-married 

women - whatever t h e i r age - and a l s o many p r e v i o u s l y married 

women, appesir to f l o u t the w i f e l y image i n more b a s i c ways 

w i t h regard to t h e i r approach to l i f e . C e r t a i n o f the p r e 

sumed 'feminine' q i x a l i t i e s w*iich axe based on a w i f e ' s 

dependence on her husband, thereby implying a woman's non-

a s s e r t i v e , s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g behaviour and a t t i t u d e s , are 

i r r e l e v a n t for women l i v i n g a s i n g l e l i f e . I n t h i s way un

married women may appear t o broach 'feminine' norms, although 

t h i s does not n e c e s s a r i l y prevent them from e x h i b i t i n g other 

•feminine' q u a l i t i e s such a s maintaining c a r i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

w ith f r i e n d s and f a m i l y , having s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h 

men, nor apparently does i t permanently f r e e them from a 

propensity to i d e n t i f y w ith domestic chores or the ideology 

which proposes marriage as an answer to i n s e c u r i t y . 

During t h i s r e s e a r c h c e r t a i n i s s u e s which had been a n t i c i p a t e d 

as r e l e v a n t remained r e l a t i v e l y unexplored. These i n c l u d e d 

aireas where r e t i c e n c e to c r e a t e embarrassment prevented f u r t h e r 

probing, p a r t i c u l a r l y w ith r e g a r d to emotionaJ. and s e x u a l 

matters. Various a s p e c t s of l e i s u r e proved too complex to 

an a l y s e s a t i s f a c t o r i l y and much information gathered from the 
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q u e s t i o n n a i r e remained as thought-provoking p o i n t e r s which 

were developed no f u r t h e r . Besides a t t i t u d e s and ways of 

behaving, other information from the q u e s t i o n n a i r e i n c l u d i n g 

the i n f l u e n c e of v a r i a b l e s such as f a m i l y of o r i g i n , education 

and s o c i a l c l a s s on women's l i v e s remained under-escplored, 

a g a i n due to the complexity of c a t e g o r i s i n g and a n a l y s i n g 

them. One more b a s i c gap i n the study WSLS the i n a b i l i t y to 

f i n d respondents i n the younger age group r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 

unmarried women of working c l a s s o r i g i n s c u r r e n t l y l i v i n g 

with t h e i r p a r e n t s . 

Further r e s e a r c h would h o p e f u l l y remedy t h i s l a t t e r problem 

by basing the study i n a l a r g e r community which, though 

l a c k i n g the advantages of a s m a l l town i n terms of the 

a c c e s s i b i l i t y of data r e g a r d i n g c o n t e x t , would o f f e r a wider 

range of respondents, though ways of s e l e c t i n g them would 

vary l i t t l e . A laxger town however, might p r o v i d e more oppor

t u n i t y to d i s t i n g u i s h the r e l a t i v e i n f l u e n c e of materiail and 

i d e o l o g i c a l f a c t o r s . Within a s m a l l town, where o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

for d e v i a t i o n s from the norm were, and to some c o n s i d e r a b l e 

extent s t i l l axe, very l i m i t e d , the degree to which unmarried 

women compromise due to i d e o l o g i c a l conformity or m a t e r i a l 

r e s t r i c t i o n s remains l a r g e l y undetermined. W h i l s t no 

d e f i n i t i v e d i v i s i o n between m a t e r i a l and i d e o l o g i c a l f a c t o r s 

had been a n t i c i p a t e d , the two being c l o s e l y i n t e r - r e l a t e d , a 

study i n a l a r g e r town w i t h more opportunity f o r 'un-wifely' 

behaviour may c a r r y a d i s t i n c t i o n between the two a l i t t l e 

f a r t h e r . A l a r g e r sample, a comparison w i t h another town and/ 

323 



or with women of d i f f e r e n t c l a s s o r i g i n s would a l s o be of 
va l u e . 

One i s s u e which i s c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to t h i s study but was 

l e f t l a r g e l y unexplored i s that of the i n f l u e n c e of c h i l d r e n 

on women's l i v e s . The d i s t i n c t i o n i s r a r e l y made between 

wives who are or are not mothers, though mamy assumptions 

appear to be based on the premise t h a t a l l w i v e s have 

c h i l d r e n . I s s u e s of remarriage and c o h a b i t a t i o n a l s o demand 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n and comp)arison between the l i v e s of unmarried 

women and unmarried men might prove i l l u m i n a t i n g . 

T h i s r e s e a r c h t h e r e f o r e only goes some way towaurds examining 

the importance of m a r i t a l s t a t u s on women's l i v e s , having 

explored only the experience of two s m a l l samples of working 

c l a s s women l i v i n g i n one s m a l l town at a p a r t i c u l a r time. 

The i m p l i c a t i o n of the study however, i s the need to r e a s s e s s 

the c u r r e n t notion of f e m i n i n i t y , f o r i f women o u t s i d e marriage 

appear to be unfeminine t h i s may w e l l imply that the notion 

of women i s marriage-based. I t would appear t h e r e f o r e , that 

g e n e r a l i s a t i o n s made from the l i v e s of married women cannot 

n e c e s s a r i l y be assumed to cover the range of female experience 

or be a p p l i c a b l e to women o u t s i d e marriage. 
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TABLE A - TOTAL NUMBER OF MARRIAGES ENGLAND & WALES 1966-1981 

No. 
marr-

400, 
lages 
i n 
thousands 

375". 

350 

200, 
1 9 ^ WTO 1 r - I • 

I 9 S O 
Year 

Source: B i r t h S t a t i s t i c s 1980 
TABLE B - PROPORTION FEMALE POPULATION MARRIED, ENGLAND &-

55-. WALES, AND BUCKFASTLEIGH, 1911-1981. 

England & Wales 
B u c k f a s t l e 

portion 
female 
popu- 40 J 
l a t i o n 
married 

thousand 
females 

1941 
missing Source: '^^ninU'i n a t a 

/qg-l A l . l 



TABLE C - PROPORTION FEMALE POPULATION SINGLE, AND WIDOWED, 
ENGLAND & WALES, AND BUCKFASTLEIGH 1911-1981 

ho 

Propor
t i o n 
females 
s i n g l e ^ 
and 
widowed 
per 30 
thousand 
female 
popu- ZO 
l a t i o n 

i o J 

females Englaind 
Wales 

S i n g l e 
females 

B u c k f a s t l e i g h 

Widowed females B u c k f a s t l e i g h 
Widowed females 
England & Wales 

1911 m i J9W 

fo-o 

Per
cent- g.o 
age of 
t o t a l 
female^^ 
popu-
lationS-O 

30. 

20 

Year 1941 mi s s i n g 
Source: Census Data 
TABLE D - FEMALE POPULATION STRUCTURE BUCKFASTLEIGH AND 

ENGLAND & WALES 1981 

Bu c k f a s t -
l e i g h 

England & 
Wales 

20-4 30-*̂  3M 40-4 5ff-<l 60-^ 65 '? 70 4 7S^* ' 
Age Groups. Source: 1981 Census & Small Arf>a Statij^tir,<; 
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TABLE E - PROPORTION OF WOMEN MARRIED PER THOUSAND 
POPULATION BUCKFASTLEIGH, ENGLAND & WALES 
(of each group) 

AGE GROUP 1931 1951 1961 1971 1981 

15-19 
B 45 43 56 111 31 

15-19 
E&W 18 44 66 87 45 

20-24 
B 214 529 714 643 494 

20-24 
E&W 257 481 578 597 453 

25-34 
B 607 809 877 783 820 

25-34 
E&W 658 798 855 869 804 

35-44 
B 729 808 793 897 837 

35-44 
E&W 752 823 867 888 860 

45-54 
B 726 768 763 788 817 

45-54 
E&W 720 763 803 836 834 

55-64 
B 628 618 681 674 711 

55-64 
E&W 619 622 661 699 728 

65 + 
B 407 332 395 435 440 

65 + 
E&W 341 351 343 355 393 

O v e r a l l 
Rate 

B 
E&W 

536 
534 

601 
618 

621 
636 

611 
643 

616 
672 

A1.3 



TABLE F - PROPORTION WÔ '̂ EN MARRIED PER THOUSAND POPULATION 
1981 (of each group) 

Age Group England & Wales Devon Buck f a s t l e i g h 
16-19 56 57 37 
20-24 453 480 494 
25-29 757 768 811 
30-34 845 848 830 
35-39 861 858 824 
40-44 859 853 852 
45-49 848 836 883 
50-54 820 813 753 
55-59 767 758 726 
60-64 686 694 700 
65-69 571 591 556 
70-74 439 462 567 
75 + 223 235 276 
TOTAL 492 495 501 

TOTAL NOS. 24,513,646 392,490 1,185 

Sources: 1981 Census, Small Area S t a t i s t i c s 
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OLDER 1<5MEN 

NAME 

Miss C. 

Miss D. 

Miss H. 

Miss J . 

Miss L. 

Mrs. M. 

Mrs. P. 

Mrs. S. 

Mrs. V. 

Mrs. W. 

DATE OF 
BIRTH 

1912 

1898 

1905 

1906 

1904 

1902 

1898 

1903 

1910 

1901 

YOUNGER UOMEN 

Mrs. A. 1953 

Miss B. 

Miss G. 

Mrs. I . 

Mrs. T. 

Mrs. Y. 

1959 

1949 

1958 

1954 

1934 

FAMILY POSITION 

5th c h i l d of 6 
(younger 
b r o t h e r ) 

Youngest of 4 

Youngest of 5 

7th of 9 

Youngest of 3 
(with twin 
brother ) 

Only c h i l d 

2nd of 4 

3rd of 4 

6th of 9 

Oldest of 6 

Second of 7 

Youngest of 5 

Oldest of 4 

3rd of 4 

Oldest of 3 

Oldest of 3 

A2.1 

MARITAL 
STATUS 

S i n g l e 

S i n g l e 

S i n g l e 

Married 
a t 22 

S i n g l e 

Widowed 
Married 
a t 33 

Widowed 
Married 
a t 34 

Widowed 
Married 
raid 20»s 

Widowed 
married 
a t 20 

Widowed 
married 
a t 39 

EMPLOYMENT 

M i l l 

M i l l 

Shop work 

M i l l 

Dressmaker 

Domestic 
s e r v i c e 

Domestic 
s e r v i c e 

M i l l 

Dome S t i c 
s e r v i c e 

M i l l , then 
nurse 

Separated Odd j o b s 
married 
a t 20 

S i n g l e Hcrtel work 
(with son ) 

S i n g l e 

Divorced 

Married 
a t 21 

Widowed 
married 
at 23 

Teacher 

Odd j o b s 

H a i r d r e s s e r 

S e c r e t a r y 



F u r t h e r information from Mrs. N. (aged 30, m a r r i e d ) , 

Mrs. E . (aged 35, s e p a r a t e d ) . Miss F. (aged 30, s i n g l e ) , 

and Mrs. K. (aged 34, d i v o r c e d ) 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION FROM; 

Mr. D. P r e v i o u s l y keen t r a d e u n i o n i s t 
Mr. F. Ex manager of Co-op. 
Mr. J* L o c a l h i s t o r i a n , ex m i l l worker 
Mr. N. Ex m i l l worker 
Mr. O. Ex m i l l manager 
Mrs. O. M i l l manager's w i f e 
Mr. S. Ex m i l l worker 
Mr. T. L o c a l h i s t o r i a n 
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QUESTIONNAIRE SCHEDULE ( a d m i n i s t e r e d to 62 women) 

1. Could you t e l l me how long you*ve l i v e d i n Buckf as t l e i g h ? 

2. Where were you l i v i n g b e f o r e ? 

3. ( a ) And have you l i v e d i n any other p l a c e s ? 
(b) Where was t h a t ? 

4. How many other people l i v e h ere w i t h you? 
(a) Could you t e l l me vtha^t r e l a t i o n to you they cLre , 

ajid what they do? 
RELATION AGE I F CHILD OCCUPATION 

5. ( a ) Do you do any pauLd work? 
(b) What do you do? 
( c ) Where do you work? 
(d) Hew many days a week do you do t h a t ? 
(e) What hours do you work? 
( f ) How long have you been doing t h a t job? 

6. ( a ) What was your l a s t j o b ? 
(b) Was that f u l l - t i m e ? 
( c ) When d i d you stop doing t h a t ? 

7. Can I t a l k f i r s t about housework, i f I go through the 
b a s i c household chores, c o u l d you t e l l me roughly how 
many hours each week you spend on them? 
(a) washing (b) i r o n i n g ( c ) c l e a n i n g , 
( i s t h a t with 
a machine) 

Do you have any j D a r t i c u l a r r o u t i n e ? 
(d) cookdLng and preparing meals ( e ) shopping 

8. ( a ) Do you enjoy of those? (b) IVhich? 

9. ( a ) Do you get h e l p with any of those c h o r e s ? 
(b) With which ones? 
( c ) IVho from? 
(d) Hew much help? 

10. ( a ) Besides housework (auid your paid work) do you have 
any other commitments which tai^e up your time or 
make you l e s s f r e e than you would otherwise be? 

(b) l^mat a r e they? 
( c ) How much time do they take up? 

11. ( a ) I f you have a s h o r t s p e l l of time f r e e from your 
chores during the day how do you spend your time? 

(b) Would that be the same i n the w i n t e r as the summer? 
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12. About how much f r e e time do you have each day? 

13. How o f t e n do you have evenings completely f r e e to do 
what you l i k e ? 

14. And when you do have a f r e e evening how a r e you most 
l i k e l y to spend i t ? 

15. I f you have a day completely f r e e how sure you most 
l i k e l y to spend i t ? 

16. About how o f t e n would you say t h a t happened? 

17. Which of the t h i n g s i n your d a i l y r o u t i n e would you say 
gave you the most p l e a s u r e ? 

18. Why do you t h i n k t h a t i s ? 

I * d l i k e to ask you about t r a j i s p o r t : 

19. ( a ) Do you have a d r i v i n g l i c e n c e ? 
(b) Do you have any means of t r a n s p o r t of your own? 
( c ) Do you ever have a c c e s s to any means of t r a n s p o r t ? 

20. (a) About how often do you go to p l a c e s o u t s i d e of 
Buckf a s t l e i g h ? 

(b) Where do you go? 
( c ) What do you do t h e r e ? 

21. ( a ) Would you l i k e to go o u t s i d e of Buckf a s t l e i g h more 
oft e n ? 

(b) Where would you l i k e to go? 
( c ) Why would you l i k e to go t h e r e ? 
Can I ask you now about what a c t i v i t i e s you're i n v o l v e d 
i n , or have been i n the p a s t ? 

22. ( a ) Do you go to any c l u b or any other s o r t of 
or gan i s at i on ? 
PRESENT (b) Which ones? 

( c ) About how of ten do you do that ? 
PAST 

23. ( a ) Have you belonged to any ( o t h e r s ) i n the p a s t ? 
(b) Which ones? 
( c ) When was i t f 
(d) And how often did you go? 
(e) Why d i d you stop going? 
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24. ( a ) Are you i n v o l v e d with any of the Church or 
Chapel a c t i v i t i e s ? 

(b) Which ones? 
( c ) How often do you do i t ? 
I F NO; 

25. ( a ) Were you ever i n v o l v e d i n the p a s t ? 
(b) When was t h a t ? 
( c ) What did you do? 
(d) How often d i d you do t h a t ? 
(e ) Why did you stop? 

26. ( a ) Do you take any i n t e r e s t i n games or s p o r t s or 
keep f i t of any s o r t ? 

(b) What do you do? 
( c ) How of t e n do you do t h a t ? 
I F NO; 

27. ( a ) Have you ever done i n the p a s t ? 
(b) What d i d you do? 
( c ) When was t h a t ? 
(d) Hew often d i d you do t h a t ? 
( e ) Why d i d you stop? 

28. ( a ) Do you go to any other a c t i v i t i e s such a s evening 
c l a s s e s or p o l i t i c a l or union meetings? 

(b) Which ones? 
( c ) How often do you go? 
I F NO; 

29. ( a ) Did you ever i n the p a s t ? 
(b) When was t h a t ? 
( c ) What d i d you do? 
(d) How of t e n did you do t h a t ? 
(e ) Why d i d you stop? 

30. ( a ) Do you ever go out for a d r i n k ? 
(b) Where do you go? 
( c ) About how of t e n do you do t h a t ? 
I F NO; 

31. (a) Did you used to i n the p a s t ? 
(b) When was t h a t ? 
( c ) About how often d i d you do t h a t ? 
(d) Why do you t h i n k you stopped? 
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32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41 . 

42 

a) And do you have a t e l e v i s i o n ? 
b) About how many hours each week do you t h i n k you 

spend watching t e l e v i s i o n ? 
c ) Are you g e n e r a l l y doing anything e l s e w h i l s t 

you're watching t e l e v i s i o n ? 

a) Do you spend much time r e a d i n g ? 
b) About how much time do you t h i n k you spend each week? 
c ) What do you read mostly? 

a) Do you read any magazines r e g x i l a r l y ? 
b) Which ones? 
a) Can you t h i n k of anything e l s e t h a t you spend your 

time doing which I haven't mentioned? 
b) What? 
c) How much time do you t h i n k t h a t t a k e s up? 

a) Of a l l the t h i n g s which you spend your time doing 
are there any which you'd sooner spend l e s s time 
doing? 

b) Which ones? 

a) I f you d i d n ' t have to c o n s i d e r money a t a l l , do 
you t h i n k you'd change the way you spend your 
f r e e time i n any way? 

b) What do you t h i n k you'd do d i f f e r e n t l y ? 

a) Did you have a h o l i d a y l a s t yeax? 
b) li/hat d i d you do? 
c) IVho was that w i t h ? 

a) When was your l a s t h o l i d a y before that/When d i d you 
l a s t have a h o l i d a y ? 

b) What did you do then? 

What s o r t of h o l i d a y would you i d e a l l y l i k e ? 

a) Would you say that the way you spend your time has 
changed much over the l a s t 2 or 3 y e a r s ? 

b) In what ways has i t changed? 
c ) What do you t h i n k has caused those changes? 

a) Looking back f a r t h e r over your l i f e , would you say 
there have been any ( o t h e r ) t h i n g s i n your l i f e 
which have caused change i n the way you spend 
your time? 

b) IVhat were they? 
c) How did that a f f e c t the way you spend your time? 
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Can I ask you now about who you spend your time w i t h ? 

43. ( a ) Would you say t h a t you had any c l o s e f r i e n d s ? 
(b) Are they mostly men or women f r i e n d s ? 
( c ) About how many/Who ar e they? 
(d) Where do they l i v e ? 
( e ) About how o f t e n do you see them? 
( f ) What do you do when you see them? 

44* Of the t h i n g s you've s a i d that you spend most of your 
f r e e time doing, c o u l d you t e l l me who you normally 
do these t h i n g s w i t h or whether you do them by y o u r s e l f 
what about : 

WHO WITH ALCNE 
going to c l u b meetings 
Church a c t i v i t i e s 
games/sports/keep f i t 
evening c l a s s e s 
p o l i t i c a l meetings 
going out for a d r i n k 
watching t e l e v i s i o n 
c h i l d r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s 
other 

45. Of the t h i n g s you've s a i d you do, which do you t h i n k 
are your f a v o u r i t e ways of spending time? 
(a ) Why do you t h i n k t h a t i s ? 

46. Of the t h i n g s you do at home, vrfiich vrauld you say a r e 
the most e n j o y a b l e ? 

47. (a) Do you have a s much f r e e time as you would l i k e ? 
I F NO 
(b) What would you do i f you had more f r e e time? 
I F LIVING WITH MAN 

48. (a) Would you say that you had more, l e s s , or about 
the same amount of f r e e time as your hiosband/ 
b r o t h e r / b o y f r i e n d ... 

(b) What are the main ways i n which he spends h i s 
f r e e time? 

49. Can I ask you roughly what age you aire? 

50. (a) Do you have any b r o t h e r s or s i s t e r s ? 
(b) Are they o l d e r or younger than you? 

51. (a) Do any of your f a m i l y l i v e i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h or 
nearby? 

(b) Who i s t h a t ? 
( c ) Where do they l i v e ? 
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52. How o f t e n do you see any members of your f a m i l y ? 

53. What job d i d your f a t h e r do? 

54. What job did your mother do? 

55. iVhich was the l a s t s c h o o l you went t o ? 

56. And how o l d were you when you l e f t t h e r e ? 

57. And what did you do n e x t ? 

58. Did you do any f u r t h e r e d u c a t i o n ? 

59. And you're married/Are you marr i e d or s i n g l e ? 

60. Have you ever been married/How long have you been 
widowed/divorcecJ ? 

61. What age were you when you married? 

62. And you have x children/Do you have any c h i l d r e n ? 

63. What a r e t h e i r a g e s ? 

That's a l l ; thank you very much f o r your h e l p . 
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SCHEDULE FOR IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS WITH OLX>ER WOMEN 
(not n e c e s s a r i l y a d m i n i s t e r e d i n t h i s o r d e r ) 

PART I CHILDHOOD - WORK 

1. B a s i c Information 

(a ) Year of b i r t h 
(b) M a r i t a l s t a t u s 
( c ) Year of marriage 

2. Family of o r i g i n 

( a ) B i r t h p l a c e 
(b) How long l i v e d there 
( c ) Where d i d you l i v e then 
(d) Do you know why your f a m i l y moved 
(e) Where next - and for f u r t h e r moves 
( f ) How many brothers and s i s t e r s d i d you have 
(g) Spacing, order 
3. Father 
(a ) Can you t e l l me about your f a t h e r , was he from a b i g f a m i l y 
(b) How many brothers and s i s t e r s d i d he have 
( c ) Did any of them l i v e near you 
(d) Where was he from 
(e) What was h i s job 
( f ) And before that 
(g) How long d id he l i v e 
(h) When d i d he d i e 

4. Mother 

(a) l ^ a t about your mother, how many b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s d id 
she have 

(b) What was her maiden name 
( c ) V\fhere did her f a m i l y come from 
(d) Did any of her b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s l i v e near you 
(e) Did she work before she was married 
( f ) What did she do 
(g) Did she go on doing t h a t a f t e r she was married 
(h) Do you know about how o l d your parents were when they 

married 
( i ) And d i d she work a f t e r she had c h i l d r e n 
( j ) Doing what 
(k) Who looked a f t e r the c h i l d r e n w h i l s t she was a t work 
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5. Housing and household r o u t i n e 
(a) Can you t e l l me about the house where you grew up 
(b) How many rooms were there 
( c ) S l eeping arrangements, bathroom 
(d) Did anyone e l s e b e s i d e s your p a r e n t s and your brothers 

and s i s t e r s ever l i v e t h e r e - r e l a t i v e s - d i d your 
parents ever taike i n any lodge r s 

(e ) Who, why, f o r how long 
( f ) Who would do the c l e a n i n g i n the house, and the laundry, 

cooking, washing-up, making f i r e s , r e p a i r s , gardening 
(g) Did you help 
(h) Did you have any r e g u l a r chores to do i n the house 
( i ) How long d id you continue to do these 
( j ) What d i d your s i s t e r s do i n the house 
( k ) What d i d your b r o t h e r s do 
(1) What d i d your f a t h e r do i n the house 
(m) Were there things he wouldn't do 
6. C h i l d c a r e 
(a) Did your f a t h e r ever look a f t e r you 
(b) Did he ever take you out without your mother 
( c ) Who used to d r e s s you when you were v e r y young 
(d) And who would bath you, t e l l you s t o r i e s , put you to bed 
(e ) Were you expected to go to bed a t a c e r t a i n time 
( f ) Can you remember your mother ever being i l l . What would 

happen then 

7. Mealtimes 
(a ) Where d i d your f a j n i l y eat t h e i r meals 
(b) Did you a l l eat together 
( c ) When would you have breaJcfast 
(d) What would you normally eat 
(e ) And would you a l l have dinner and t e a together 
( f ) Did your mother make her own bread, jam, e t c . 
(g) Did you have anything s p e c i a l to e a t on s p e c i a l days, 

l i k e Sundays 
(h) Were you allowed to t a l k d u ring meals 
( i ) Did you say grace before meals 
( j ) Were your parents s t r i c t about when you could l e a v e the t a b l e 
(k) Did people other than your faunily ever eat w i t h you 
(1) Who, on what oc c a s i o n s 
8. C l o t h i n g , housekeeping 
(a) How o f t e n d id you have new c l o t h e s 
(b) Did your mother make most of your c l o t h e s 
( c ) Do you know what happened about housekeeping, d i d your 

f a t h e r give a l l of h i s wages to your mother. What 
would he get back 

9. R e l a t i o n s h i p with parents 
(a) Was your mother an easy person to t a l k to 
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(b) Did she cuddle you, comfort you when you were upset, 
tuck you i n t o bed 

( c ) I f you had any w o r r i e s could you share them w i t h her. 
Were t h e r e t h i n g s you couldn't t a l k to her about 

(d) Was your f a t h e r easy to t a l k to 
(e) Would he cuddle you 
( f ) Could you t a l k to him about any w o r r i e s you had 
(g) Were there t h i n g s you f e l t you couldn't t a l k to him about 
(h) Was there ajiyone e l s e you could t a l k to i f you were worried 

or upset 
( i ) Who. Why do you t h i n k they were more easy to t a l k to 

than your parents 
( j ) Do you t h i n k your jDarents brought you up to con s i d e r 

c e r t a i n t h i n g s p a r t i c u l a r l y important i n l i f e 
( k) What were they 
(1) What s o r t of person do you t h i n k they hoped you'd grow 

up to be 
(m) What s o r t of t h i n g s would make your f a t h e r angry 
(n) Can you remember ever being punished by him 
( 0 ) What f o r . How. 
(p) What s o r t of thing would make your mother angry 
(q) Can you remember ever being punished by her 
( r ) What f o r . How. 
( s ) Was one parent more s t r i c t than the other 
( t ) I n what way 
(u) Did your f a t h e r ever p l a y games with you 
(v) Did your mother ever play gajnes w i t h you. 

ID. S p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s and outings 
(a) When you had a b i r t h d a y would i t be d i f f e r e n t from any 

other day 
(b) Would you have p r e s e n t s . What s o r t of t h i n g s 
( c ) Would you have s p e c i a l food, guests 
(d) IVhat would happen at Christmas 
(e) I7ere you taJ<en out v i s i t i n g neighbours or f r i e n d s or 

r e l a t i v e s 
( f ) Who w i t h 
(g) Did you go on any outings as a f a m i l y 
(h) Did you ever go away for a h o l i d a y 

Sundays and r e l i g i o n 
(1) What would happen on Sundays, would you weax s p e c i a l c l o t h e s 
( j ) Could you p l a y games 
(k) Did you go to Church or Sunday School 
(1) Which Church 
(m) Did your mother go to Church 
(n) Was she i n v o l v e d i n the Church i n any other way 
(o) Did your f a t h e r go 
(p) Was he in v o l v e d i n the Church i n any other way 
(q) Were you taught to say p r a y e r s as a c h i l d 
( r ) Did r e l i g i o n mean much to you as a c h i l d 
( s ) Why 
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11. P o l i t i c s - Did your f a t h e r seem to tcike much i n t e r e s t 
i n p o l i t i c s 

a) Do you know what h i s views were 
b) Did he belong to a trade union 
c ) Did your mother take much i n t e r e s t i n p ) o l i t i c s 
d) ~Do you know what her views were 
e) Did she ever belong to a t r a d e union 
f ) Do you remember anything about the General S t r i k e 
g) Did your mother ever t a l k about the S u f f r a g e t t e movement 
h) Can you remember anything about the F i r s t World War 
i ) Was your f a t h e r i n v o l v e d 
j ) Did your mother work then 
k) What about the Depression i n the 20»s and 30»s, did i t 

a f f e c t your f a m i l y . How. 
1) Was your f a t h e r ever out of work 
m) Do you remember your f a t h e r ever being i l l 
n) What would happen then 

•2. Parents' l e i s u r e , friends« networks 
a) Did your parents ever go out together 
b) Where would they go - walking, dancing, cinema 
c ) Did your mother ever go out a l o n e , without your f a t h e r 
d) Where, who w i t h 
e) Who were her f r i e n d s , names. How d i d she know them 
f ) Did they come to v i s i t her at home 
g) Did she v i s i t t h e i r s 
h) Do you t h i n k your f a t h e r minded her going out 
i ) Who would look a i f t e r you w h i l s t she vtas out 
j ) Hew d i d she spend her time a t home. Did she read, p l a y 

instruments, games 
k) How about your f a t h e r , how many evenings a week d i d he 

spend at home 
1) What time did he get home from work 
m) How would he spend h i s time at home 
n) When he wasn't at home what would he be doing 
o) Who w i t h . Names of f r i e n d s 
p) How did he know them 
q) Did they v i s i t your home 
r ) Did he v i s i t t h e i r s 
s ) Do you think your mother minded him going out 
t ) Did your parents have any shaired f r i e n d s who they'd go 

out together with 
u) Would they v i s i t them a t home 
v) Did people c a l l i n without an i n v i t a t i o n 
w) How often d i d your mother see her r e l a t i v e s 
x) Did they v i s i t you 
y) Did you v i s i t them 
z) Where d i d they l i v e 
A) Did you ever go to stay w i t h t h ^ . Why 
B) Do you t h i n k they i n f l u e n c e d you i n any way 
C) Hw o f t e n d i d your f a t h e r see h i s r e l a t i v e s 
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(D) Did they v i s i t you, you v i s i t them, s t a y w i t h them 
(E) Where d i d they l i v e 
( F ) Did they i n f l u e n c e you i n amy way 
(G) Did your mother see much of your neighbours 
(H) Hew o f t e n , i n what way 
( I ) Did she get much h e l p from the neighbours 
( J ) What s o r t of help, baby s i t t i n g , during i l l n e s s 
(K) Did she ever h e l p them 
(L) Would they come i n t o your house 
(M) Did your f a t h e r ever help the neighbours 
(N) I n what way 
13. L o c a l and n a t i o n a l events 
(a) Who do you thin k were c o n s i d e r e d the important people 

i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h i n those days 
(b) Why 
( c ) Did you come i n t o c o n t a c t with thera i n ajiy way 
(d) What d i d your par e n t s t h i n k of them 
(e) Were t h e r e any people who were disapproved of 
( f ) Who, why 
(g) Did you take any newspapers a t home 
(h) Which ones 
( i ) Did you ever read them 
14. Own f r i e n d s , l e i s u r e , p r e * s c h o o l 
(a) As a s m a l l c h i l d who d i d you pl a y w i t h 
(b) Did you pl a y w i t h your b r o t h e r s 
( c ) Did you ever f i g h t w ith them 
(d) Over what s o r t of t h i n g 
( e ) Which one p a r t i c u l a r l y 
( f ) Did you pl a y w i t h your s i s t e r s 
(g) Did you ever f i g h t w i t h them 
(h) Over what s o r t of t h i n g 
( i ) Which one p a r t i c u l a r l y 
( j ) Who were your other f r i e n d s before you went to s c h o o l 
(k) Names. How did you know them 
15. School 
(a) How o l d were you when you s t a r t e d s c h o o l 
(b) Which school was that 
( c ) Was i t mixed 
(d) About how many c h i l d r e n were i n each c l a s s , were they 

mixed ages 
(e) Did you have a l l your l e s s o n s together 
( f ) Were the teac h e r s male or female 
(g) Were you f r i g h t e n e d of the t e a c h e r s 
(h) What would happen i f you d i d anything they disapproved of 
( i ) Do you remember the t e a c h e r s ever doing ajiything you 

thought WcLS u n f a i r 
( j ) What d i d you l i k e about s c h o o l 
(k) What didn ' t you l i k e 
(1) Did the te a c h e r s encourage you to work hard a t s c h o o l 
(m) Did your parents encourage you to work hard 
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(n) Do you remember them hoping that you would have any 
p a r t i c u l a r job when you l e f t s c h o o l 

(o) Did you hope for any p a r t i c u l a r job 
(p) What were con s i d e r e d to be the best j o b s a g i r l could do 
(q) Didn't g i r l s go i n t o teaching or nur s i n g or anything 

l i k e that 
( r ) Did you know any women doing t h a t s o r t of j o b 

F r i e n d s , l e i s u r e , school age 
( s ) Who were your f r i e n d s when you were a t s c h o o l 
( t ) Names 
(u) Did they l i v e near you, go to the saone s c h o o l as you 
(v) Did i t matter whether or not they went to the C a t h o l i c 

school 
(w) Did your parents ever say there were c e r t a i n c h i l d r e n you 

shouldn't p l a y w i t h 
(x) Why 
(y) Were there c e r t a i n c h i l d r e n they p a r t i c u l a r l y l i k e d you 

to p l a y w i t h 
( z ) Did g i r l s and boys play together 
(A) Was t h e r e any age when you stopped p l a y i n g w i t h boys. Why, 
(B) What games did you pl a y 
(C) Did you ever run errands f o r money 
(D) For whom. How o f t e n 
(E) Would th a t money be yours or would you g i v e i t to your 

parents 
(F ) Were you given pocket money 
(G) What would you spend i t on 

16. Leaving school 
(a) How o l d were you when you l e f t s c h o o l 
(b) Did you want to lea v e then 
( c ) Why 
(d) Would you have stayed on l o n g e r / l e f t e a r l i e r i f you'd had 

the choice 
(e) Did any of your f r i e n d s s t a y on l o n g e r / l e a v e e a r l i e r 
( f ) Were you doing any part-time work w h i l s t you were s t i l l 

a t s c h o o l 

17. Knowledge of f a c t s of l i f e 
(a) By the time you l e f t school did you understand about the 

f a c t s of l i f e 
(b) How had you l e a r n t about them. P a r e n t s . Teachers. F r i e n d s 
( c ) At about what age 
(d) Had your mother ex p l a i n e d to you what would happen to you 

when you had your perio d s 
(e) Were you abl e to t a l k to her about t h a t s o r t of thing 
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PART I I EARLY WORK EXPERIENCE - MARRIAGE ( L a t e 20's ) 

18. F i r s t job 

(a 
(b 

( c 

(e 

20 
( a 
(b 
( c 
(d 
(e 

( f 
(g 
( i 
( j 
(k 
(1 
(m 
(n 
(o 

What was your f i r s t job 
Was that what you wanted to do 
Was i t what your mother wanted you to do 
Why 
Was i t what your f a t h e r wanted you to do 
Why 
When you s t a r t e d i t , d i d you t h i n k you'd be there f o r long 
How did you l e a r n the job 
About how many people were you working with 
Men or women 
What ages were they 
Did any of your f r i e n d s do the same job 
Was anyone e l s e you knew working there 
What e x a c t l y were you doing 
Was i t only women who d i d that j o b . Did men ecurn the 
same money 
Who was i n charge of you 
What other jobs were done by xvomen. What by men. 
Which jobs were con s i d e r e d the best jobs 
What s o r t of g i r l s would do those j o b s 
Were there other j o b s which people d i d n ' t waint to do 
Were there some departments which d i d n ' t get on w e l l 
with o t h e r s . Why 

19. Wages 
What were you paid 
Did you give that a l l to your mother. Did your b r o t h e r s 
do the same 
How much d i d you get back 
What d i d you spend i t on 
How long d i d you go on g i v i n g your wages to your mother 

F r i e n d s and l e i s u r e , w h i l s t a t work Did you make new f r i e n d s a t work 
Did you see them o u t s i d e of work 
Where were they from 
Did you go on seeing your o l d s c h o o l f r i e n d s (names) 
Did you f e e l that your l i f e changed much when you s t a r t e d 
work 
Did you begin to go out more 
Where, cinema, dancing 
How of te n 
Who wi t h , with new f r i e n d s 
How d i d your mother f e e l about t h a t 
Did she ever t r y to i n t e r f e r e w i t h your c h o i c e of f r i e n d s 
Did she ever t r y to i n t e r f e r e w i t h where you went 
Did your f a t h e r t r y to i n t e r f e r e w i t h your c h o i c e of f r i e n d s 
Or where you went 
Did you have to be a t home by a c e r t a i n time 
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(p) What time 
(q) What would happen i f you weren't 
( r ) How would you spend your time when you weren't going out 
( s ) Were t h e r e boys with whom you were f r i e n d l y 
21. Boyfriends; own and p a r e n t s ' a t t i t u d e s towards marriage 
(a ) Can you remember your f i r s t proper b o y f r i e n d 
(b) How d i d you meet him 
( c ) What was h i s job 
(d) Where d i d he l i v e 
( e ) Wh.ere would you go c o u r t i n g 
( f ) Was that what your f r i e n d s would do 
(g) Did your par e n t s know about him 
(h) What d i d your mother say about t h a t 
( i ) What d i d your f a t h e r say 
( j ) What happened to him 
(k) Did you have any other b o y f r i e n d s a f t e r him 
(1) Did you grow up expecting to be married 
(m) Do you t h i n k your parents wanted you to be married 
(n) Could you t a l k about your b o y f r i e n d s w i t h your mother 
( 0 ) Could you t a l k about your b o y f r i e n d s w i t h your f a t h e r 
(p) Did you br i n g them home to meet your p a r e n t s 

22. L a t e r on; thoughts of l e a v i n g home; p o l i t i c s 
(a) How soon d i d you s t a r t earning more money 
(b) Did you ever consider l e a v i n g your parents and l i v i n g on 

you r own 
( c ) Or l i v i n g w ith a f r i e n d 
(d) Why/why not/with whom 
(e) I f you had wanted to would you have been a b l e to manage 

to do that on your wages 
( f ) Did you belong to a tr a d e union 
(g) Were you i n t e r e s t e d i n p o l i t i c s 

PART I I I ( a ) MARRIAGE 
23. Wedding 
(a) What age were you when you married 
(b) How old was your husband 
( c ) How long had you known your husband then 
(d) How did you meet him 
(e) Where did he come from 
( f ) What was h i s j o b 
(g) Did you get engaged f i r s t 
(h) Can you t e l l me about your wedding 
(1) Did you have a honeymoon 

24. F i r s t home 
(a) Where did you l i v e a f t e r you were married 
(b) What was your f i r s t house l i k e 
( c ) How many rooms did you have 
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R e l a t i o n s h i p with parents a f t e r marriage 
(d) Did your parents help you to set up a house 
(e) I n what ways 
( f ) Did they help you l a t e r on 
(g) I n what ways 
(h) Or were you h e l p i n g them a t a l l 
( i ) Do you t h i n k your mother was p l e a s e d you were marrying 
( j ) Do you th i n k your f a t h e r was p l e a s e d you were marrying 
(k ) Did you ever consider moving away from the a r e a 
(1) Why/why not 

25. Work a f t e r marriage 
(a) Did you go on working a f t e r you were married ( I F YES) 
(b) Did you wajit to go on working 
( c ) Why/why not 
(d) Did your husband want you to go on working. Why/why not 
(e) Did you go on doing the same job 
( f ) Did you f e e l d i f f e r e n t l y about work a f t e r you were married 
(g) I n what way, why 
(h) About how much time d i d you spend doing housework 
( i ) What d i d your husband do i n the house 
( j ) What wouldn't he do 
(k) Did you ever f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t looking a f t e r the house 

w h i l s t s t i l l doing a j o b 
(1) Ha.9 did you spend your wages 

Not working a f t e r marriage 
(m) Did you want to stop work 
(n) What d i d your husband t h i n k about your stopping work 
(o) Did you ever f e e l l o n e l y being at home w h i l s t he was 

at work 
(p) How d i d you spend your time 

26. Both - Housekeeping 
(a ) Did you know how much money your husband earned 
(b) How much money would he give to you from h i s wages 
( c ) Did he pay any of the b i l l s h i m s e l f 
(d) I f you wanted to buy something s p e c i a l who would decide 

about i t 
(e ) Did you have your own spending money 
( f ) What s o r t of t h i n g s would you buy 
27. F r i e n d s , l e i s u r e 
(a) Did you go on s e e i n g your f r i e n d s once you were married 

(names) 
(b) How o f t e n 
( c ) What would you do with them 
(d) Would you go out with them without your husband 
(e ) Would you go out with them with your husband 
( f ) Did they come to your home 
(g) Did you go to t h e i r home 
(h) Would your husband come 
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i ) Did your husband go out with h i s f r i e n d s 
j ) Who were they 
k) Where d i d they l i v e 
1) What would he do with them 
m) How o f t e n 
n) Did you ever go out w i t h them 
0 ) How often 
p) Did they come to your home 
q) Did you make new f r i e n d s a f t e r you were married 
r ) Who 
s ) Where d i d you meet them 
t ) Did you and your husband go out together 
u) Where, cinema, dauicing, walking 
v) Who would you go w i t h 
w) How often 
x) Did you miss any of your o l d f r i e n d s 
y) Did you see much of your neighbours 
z) Did you help them i n any way 
A) What ways 
B) Did they help you 
C) Did your husband make f r i e n d s w i t h any of the neighbours 
D) Would he help them 
E) How 
F) Did they come i n t o your house 
G) Did you go i n t o t h e i r s 
H) Did your husband see h i s p a r e n t s much a f t e r he was ma r r i e d 
1) How often 
J ) Where 
K) Did they come to your house 
L ) Did you go to t h e i r s 
M) What about the r e s t of h i s f a m i l y - d i d he see them 

of t e n . 
N) When, where 
O) Did you see them o f t e n 
P) How o f t e n d i d you see your p>arents a f t e r you were married 
Q) Where 
R) Did your husband see them o f t e n 
S) Did they come to your house 
T) Did you go to t h e i r s 
U) Did your husband come 
V) What about the r e s t of your f a m i l y 
W) Whose f a m i l y d id you see the most of 
X) Why 

28. A t t i t u d e s towards marriage - s i n g l e people 
a) Did you have any f r i e n d s who s t a y e d unniarried 
b) What s o r t of a l i f e do you t h i n k they had 
c) I n what way do you t h i n k t h e i r l i f e was d i f f e r e n t to yours 
d) What problems do you t h i n k they had 
e) Do you t h i n k there were c e r t a i n p l a c e s they couldn't go 

ailone 
f ) Did you ever c o n s i d e r s t a y i n g unmarried 
g) l^fhat do you t h i n k were the advantages of marrying 
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(h) I f you hadn't married would i t have a f f e c t e d your 
working l i f e 

( i ) Could you have managed to have l i v e d on j u s t your wages 
i f you had been s i n g l e 

( j ) Were there ever times when you envied people who were 
s i n g l e 

(k) Why 
(1) I f you had your l i f e a g a i n , would you marry again 

29. I f c h i l d r e n 
(a) When d i d you have your f i r s t c h i l d 
(b) Did you go on working a f t e r 
( c ) I f yes - who looked a f t e r the baby 
(d) Did you want to go on/stop working 
(e ) How many more c h i l d r e n d i d you have 
( f ) Order, spacing 
(g) Did you and your husband d i s c u s s how many c h i l d r e n 

you wsinted 
(h) Did you want to have x c h i l d r e n 
( i ) What d i d your husband do to look a f t e r the c h i l d r e n 
( j ) Did you have help from anyone e l s e 
(k) Did your l i f e change v e r y much a f t e r the c h i l d r e n a r r i v e d 
(1) Did you see l e s s of your f r i e n d s 
(m) Did you see more of your f a m i l y 
(n) Did you see more of your neighbours 
(o) Did you s t i l l go out w i t h your f r i e n d s 
(p) Who would look a f t e r the c h i l d r e n 
(q) Did your husband s t i l l go out with h i s f r i e n d s 

30. Both - I l l n e s s 
(a) What would happen i f you were i l l , who would look a f t e r 

you (and the c h i l d r e n ) 
(b) Were you i l l v ery o f t e n 

31. S p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s 
(a) How d i d you spend Christmas 
(b) Did you have h o l i d a y s 
( c ) How often 
(d) What would you do 

PART I I I (b), SINGLE 
32. 
(a) How long d i d you go on going out to dances w i t h f r i e n d s 

( i f r e l e v a n t ) 
(b) Did many of your f r i e n d s mairry 
( c ) At what age 
(d) Did that meain that you saw l e s s of them 
(e) Did you have many f r i e n d s who stay e d s i n g l e 
( f ) Women f r i e n d s 
(g) And men 
(h) What do you t h i n k were the advantages of s t a y i n g s i n g l e 
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33^ Own home 
( a ) When d i d you s t a r t l i v i n g on your own 
( b ) Where was t h a t 
( c ) How many rooms d i d you have 
( d ) D i d you f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o manage on your wages 
( e ) At any t i m e i n p a r t i c u l a r 

34, F r i e n d s ^ l e i s u r e , n e t w o r k s 
( a ) Who were t h e f r i e n d s you saw most o f t h e n 
( b ) D i d you s t i l l s e e your o l d f r i e n d s (names) 

Where, when. D i d you go to t h e i r homes, d i d t h e y 
come to y o u r s 

( c ) How o f t e n d i d you s e e y o u r p a r e n t s / b r o t h e r s , s i s t e r s 
( d ) IvHiere 
( e ) D i d t h e y come to your home 
( f ) D i d you go to t h e i r s 
( g ) D i d you s e e your n e i g h b o u r s o f t e n 
( h ) D i d you h e l p them a t a l l 
( i ) I n what ways 
( j ) D i d t h e y h e l p you 
( k ) I n \rtiat ways 
( 1 ) D i d you make any new f r i e n d s when you s t a r t e d l i v i n g on 

y o u r own. Who 
(m) How d i d you meet them 
( n ) D i d you e v e r f e e l l o n e l y 
( o ) At a n y t i m e s i n p a r t i c u l a r 

3 5. Housework 
( a ) About how much time do you t h i n k you u s e d t o spend 

d o i n g housework 
( b ) D i d your f r i e n d s u s e d to v i s i t you a t home 
( c ) D i d your r e l a t i v e s u s e d to v i s i t you a t home 

36. I l l n e s s 
( a ) What would happen i f you were i l l 
( b ) Were you i l l v e r y o f t e n 

37, S p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s 
( a ) How d i d you spend C h r i s t m a s 
( b ) D i d you have h o l i d a y s 
( c ) What would you do 
( d ) How o f t e n 

3f l . A t t i t u d e s towards marriage« and b e i n g s i n g l e 
( a ) Do you t h i n k your mother was p l e a s e d t h a t you s t a y e d s i n g l e 
( b ) Do you t h i n k your f a t h e r was p l e a s e d 
( c ) D i d many o f your b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s s t a y s i n g l e 
( d ) What do you t h i n k a r e t h e a d v a n t a g e s o f b e i n g s i n g l e 
( e ) What do you t h i n k a x e t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e s 
( f ) Were t h e r e c e r t a i n o c c a s i o n s when you f e l t you would have 

l i k e d t o have done t h i n g s , but f e l t you c o u l d n ' t b e c a u s e 
you w e r e n ' t m a r r i e d 
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( g ) Were t h e r e p l a c e s you f e l t you c o u l d n ' t go b e c a u s e you 
w e r e n ' t m a r r i e d 

( h ) Do you t h i n k you made a c o n s c i o u s d e c i s i o n t o s t a y 
u n m a r r i e d o r do you t h i n k i t j u s t happened t h a t way 

( i ) I f you had your l i f e a g a i n , w o u l d you s t a y s i n g l e a g a i n 
( j ) Why 
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SCHEDULE FOR IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS WITH YOUNGER WOMEN 
(no t n e c e s s a r i l y a d m i n i s t e r e d i n t h i s o r d e r ) 

BASIC INFORMATION 
Ye a r o f b i r t h 
MaritaJ. s t a t u s 
Year o f m a r r i a g e 
Number of c h i l d r e n 
Age o f c h i l d r e n 
Y e a r m a r r i a g e ended 

FAMILY OF ORIGIN 

B i r t h p l a c e 
How l o n g l i v e d t h e r e 
Where n e x t 
F u r t h e r moves. What prompted moves 
How many b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s 
S p a c i n g , o r d e r 
F a t h e r ' s j o b 
Mother * s j o b 
Mother - work a f t e r h a v i n g c h i l d r e n 
What s o c i a l c l a s s would you s a y your f a m i l y was 
What s o c i a l c l a s s would you s a y you were now 
Why do you t h i n k you've c h a n g e d 

RELATIONSHIP WITH FAMILY 
Do you t h i n k o f your c h i l d h o o d as h a v i n g been happy 
D i d you f e e l c l o s e to e i t h e r o f y our p a r e n t s 
Which one 
D i d you f e e l c l o s e to any o f your b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s 
Which one 
How d i d you g e t on w i t h t h e o t h e r s 
Was t h e r e anyone e l s e you c o u l d c o n f i d e i n 
How c l o s e do you f e e l t o your f a m i l y now 
Do you f e e l c l o s e t o anyone o f y o u r f a m i l y i n p a r t i c u l a r 
Do you t h i n k t h e r e has been any change o v e r t i m e 
What prompted t h e change 
Where do y o u r family l i v e now 
Where do your p a r e n t s l i v e now 
Where do y o u r b r o t h e r s and s i s t e r s l i v e 
Do any of your f a m i l y l i v e l o c a l l y 
How o f t e n do you s e e any members o f your f a j n i l y 
How do you f e e l a t t h e p r o s p e c t of your p a r e n t s a g e i n g 
Would you c o n s i d e r h a v i n g them t o l i v e w i t h you 
( I f d e a d ) How d i d you f e e l a b o u t your p a r e n t s a g e i n g 
D i d you f e e l r e s p o n s i b l e f o r them 

LEAVING SCHOOL 
How o l d were you when you l e f t s c h o o l 
Did you want to l e a v e then 
What d i d you do n e x t 
What s o r t o f j o b do you t h i n k y o u r p a r e n t s w a n t e d you t o do 
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What d i d you want to do 
Why d i d you do what you ended up d o i n g 
Was t h e r e a n y t h i n g e l s e you would have r a t h e r done 
What.did most of your f r i e n d s do 
When you were young how d i d you s e e y o u r s e l f a s gr o w i n g up 
Do you t h i n k your p a r e n t s had a n y p a r t i c u l a r a m b i t i o n s 

f o r you 

Do you t h i n k you grew up e x p e c t i n g t o be m a r r i e d 

BOYFRIENDS 
Can you remember your f i r s t r e a l b o y f r i e n d 
How o l d were you then 
Did you t e l l your p a r e n t s a b o u t y o u r b o y f r i e n d s 
How d i d t h e y r e a c t 
Would you b r i n g b o y f r i e n d s home 
Were you happy about b r i n g i n g them home 
Do you t h i n k t h a t a s an a d o l e s c e n t you e v e r f e l t a n x i o u s 

about m e e t i n g a f u t u r e husband 
Did you f e e l t h a t your p a r e n t s wanted you t o m a r r y 
D i d any o f your r e l a t i v e s e n c o u r a g e you t o s t a r t k e e p i n g a 

bottom d r a w e r 
A t what age 

SINGLE 
BOYFRIENDS 
D i d you e v e r c o n s i d e r m a r r y i n g a n y of your b o y f r i e n d s 
What do you f e e l about m a r r y i n g , i s i t s o m e t h i n g you'd l i k e to 

do some ti m e i n t h e f u t u r e 
Have you a l w a y s f e l t l i k e t h a t 
Why do you f e e l l i k e t h a t 
What do you s e e a s the a d v a n t a g e s of b e i n g s i n g l e 
What do you s e e a s the d i s a d v a n t a g e s o f b e i n g s i n g l e 
A r e t h e r e t h i n g s you f e e l you m i s s out on by n o t b e i n g m a r r i e d 

FRIENDS 
Have many of t h e f r i e n d s you knew i n your e a x l y 20»s m a r r i e d 
Do you s t i l l s e e them 
What d i d you u s e d to do t o g e t h e r b e f o r e t h e y were mairried 
What do you do now 
Do you t h i n k t h a t your r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h them h a s changed 

s i n c e t h e y m a r r i e d 
How do you get on w i t h t h e i r h u s b a n d s 
Did you make new f r i e n d s a f t e r t h e y m a r r i e d 
D i d you go on d o i n g what you u s e d t o do w i t h your o l d f r i e n d s 
Hew d i d you meet your new f r i e n d s 
How o f t e n do you s e e them 
What s o r t o f t h i n g s do you do t o g e t h e r 
Do you f e e l a s c l o s e t o them a s you d i d to your o l d f r i e n d s 
Do you e v e r know i f t h e y ' r e g o i n g t h r o u g h a bad time 
I f you t h i n k o f your f r i e n d s , would you s a y t h a t most o f them 

a r e m a r r i e d or s i n g l e 
Roughly how many axe men ajid how many women 
Do you t h i n k t h a t men t r e a t you d i f f e r e n t l y to t h e way t h e y would 

i f you were m a r r i e d 
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I f you have something p e r s o n a l you want t o t e l l someone 
about who would you be most l i k e l y t o t e l l 

Hew i m p o r t a n t would you s a y your f r i e n d s a r e to you 
CHILDREN 
Do you e v e r t h i n k you'd have l i k e d t o have c h i l d r e n 

HOUSING 
When d i d you f i r s t s t a r t l i v i n g a l o n e 
Why d i d you d e c i d e to l e a v e home 
What d i d your p a r e n t s f e e l a b o u t t h a t 
Was i t a d i f f i c u l t d e c i s i o n t o make 
Was i t e v e r d i f f i c u l t to f i n d somewhere t o l i v e 
Do you f e e l t h a t p e o p l e l o c a l l y s e e you a s b e i n g s t r a n g e f o r 

l i v i n g a l o n e 
Where d i d you l i v e when you f i r s t l e f t home 
Why d i d you d e c i d e to l i v e t h e r e 
Why d i d you come t o l i v e i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h 
DECISION MAKING 
What would you s e e a s h a v i n g been t h e main d e c i s i o n s i n y o u r 

l i f e 
What do you t h i n k i n f l u e n c e d you when you were making t h o s e 

d e c i s i o n s 
I f y o u ' r e making what seems to be an i m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n do 

you n o r m a l l y t a l k t o anyone a b o u t i t 
Who do you t a l k t o 

FINANCE 
Do you f i n d you spend much time w o r r y i n g about money 
Do you t h i n k your f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n has c h a n g e d much o v e r 

the l a s t f o u r o r f i v e y e a r s 
I n what way 
Do you e v e r go out and buy s o m e t h i n g f r i v o l o u s 
What s o r t of t h i n g 
How do you f e e l a f t e r you've done t h a t 

WORK 
How i m p o r t a n t a p a r t o f your l i f e would you s a y y o u r work i s 
What a r e t h e t h i n g s you most e n j o y about work 
What a r e t h e t h i n g s you l e a s t e n j o y about work 
Would you s a y t h a t your a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s work h a v e changed 

a t a l l d u r i n g t h e l a s t few y e a r s 
Do you e v e r f e e l o v e r w o r k e d 
On what o c c a s i o n s 
Would you g i v e up work i f you c o u l d 
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MARRIED 
How o l d were you when you met y o u r husband 
Had you had many b o y f r i e n d s b e f o r e 
How d i d you meet most o f y o u r b o y f r i e n d s 
Was t h a t how you met your husband 
What j o b was he d o i n g 
How soon a f t e r s t a r t i n g t o go out w i t h him d i d you s t a r t 

t h i n k i n g o f g e t t i n g m a r r i e d 
D i d you e v e r c o n s i d e r m a r r y i n g a n y of your o t h e r b o y f r i e n d s 
What do you t h i n k were t h e r e a s o n s you w a n t e d t o g e t m a r r i e d 
How o l d were you when you mairried 
D i d most o f your f r i e n d s m a r r y 
D i d you know any who d i d n ' t 
What s o r t o f a l i f e do you t h i n k t h e y had 
What s o r t of problems do you t h i n k t h e y f a c e 
Do you s e e any a d v a n t a g e s i n n o t m a r r y i n g 
D i d you f e e l v e r y d i f f e r e n t a f t e r m a r r y i n g 
I n what ways 
Are t h e r e t h i n g s you f e e l you m i s s out on by b e i n g m a r r i e d 

FRIENDS 
B e f o r e you m a r r i e d who were y o u r main f r i e n d s 
How long had you known them 
What j o b s d i d the y do 
How o f t e n d i d you s e e them 
What d i d you do t o g e t h e r 
Do you s t i l l s e e them now 
When d i d you s t o p s e e i n g them 
Why 
How does your husband get on w i t l i thern 
D i d t h e y m a r r y 
At what age 
Do you f e e l t h a t your f r i e n d s h i p w i t h them h a s c h a n g e d a t a l l 

i n t h e l a s t few y e a r s 
I n what ways 
Why do you t h i n k t h a t i s 
Have you made any new f r i e n d s s i n c e b e i n g m a r r i e d 
How d i d you meet them 
How o f t e n do you s e e them 
What s o r t of t h i n g s do you do t o g e t h e r 
Do you f e e l a s c l o s e t o them a s you d i d to your o l d f r i e n d s 
Does your husband have any f r i e n d s o f h i s own 
Do you e v e r meet them 
How of t e n 
On what o c c a s i o n s 
Do you l i k e them 
Would you c o n s i d e r them f r i e n d s o f your own 
Haw c l o s e would you s a y you f e e l t o y o u r f r i e n d s 
Do you e v e r know i f t h e y ' r e g o i n g t h r o u g h a bad time 
I f you have something p e r s o n a l you want t o d i s c u s s w i t h 

someone who would you be most l i k e l y to t e l l 
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How i m p o r t a n t would you s a y your f r i e n d s a r e to you 
How many of your f r i e n d s a r e men 
Do you f i n d i t more or l e s s e a s y t o have men as f r i e n d s 

s i n c e you've m a r r i e d 
Do you t h i n k men t r e a t you d i f f e r e n t l y s i n c e you've m a r r i e d 

CHILDREN 
Had you a l w a y s thought you'd l i k e t o have c h i l d r e n 
How i m p o r t a n t a p a r t o f m a r r y i n g was t h a t t o you 

HOUSING 
When d i d you f i r s t l e a v e home 
Did you e v e r c o n s i d e r l e a v i n g home b e f o r e you m a r r i e d 
Why/Why not 
Where d i d you l i v e when you f i r s t l e f t home 
Why d i d you d e c i d e to l i v e t h e r e 
Was i t e v e r d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d somewhere to l i v e 
Why do you t h i n k you came to l i v e i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h 

DECISION MAKING 
What would you s e e a s h a v i n g been t h e main d e c i s i o n s you've 

made i n your l i f e 
What do you t h i n k i n f l u e n c e d you when you were making t h e s e 

d e c i s i o n s 
I f y o u ' r e making what seems to be an i m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n do 

you n o r m a l l y t a l k t o anyone about i t 
Who do you t a l k t o 

FINANCE 
Do you e v e r f i n d you spend much time w o r r y i n g a b o u t money 
When f i r s t you m a r r i e d do you t h i n k you were w o r s e o r b e t t e r 

o f f t h a n when you were s i n g l e 
Has t h e r e been any change s i n c e t h e n 
How d o / d i d you o r g a n i s e y o u r f i n a n c e s w i t h y o u r husband 
Do you have your own s p e n d i n g money 
What s o r t o f t h i n g s do you spend i t on 
Do you e v e r go out and buy y o u r s e l f s o m e t h i n g f r i v o l o u s 
What s o r t o f t h i n g s 
Hew do you f e e l a f t e r you've done t h a t 
I f you need to spend a l o t of money who d e c i d e s a b o u t i t 
Do you o f t e n have d i s a g r e e m e n t s about money 
( I f not w o r k i n g ) Do you f e e l d i f f e r e n t l y about money s i n c e 

g i v i n g up your j o b 
I n what ways 

WORK 
How i m p o r t a n t a p a r t o f your l i f e would you s a y your work 

i s / w a s 
What a r e / w e r e the t h i n g s you most e n j o y about work 
What a r e the t h i n g s you l e a s t e n j o y 
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Do you t h i n k you f e l t d i f f e r e n t l y about work once you m a r r i e d 
What does your husband f e e l about you w o r k i n g 
Do you e v e r f e e l o v e r w o r k e d 
On what o c c a s i o n s 
Would you g i v e up work i f you c o u l d 
(Not w o r k i n g ) When d i d you d e c i d e to s t o p work 
Why d i d you d e c i d e t o do t h a t 
What d i d your husband t h i n k about you stoppdLng work 
Do you f e e l d i f f e r e n t s i n c e you s t o p p e d 
I n what ways 

WIDOWED. DIVORCED. SEPARATED 
How o l d were you when you met y o u r husband 
Had you had many b o y f r i e n d s b e f o r e 
How d i d you meet most o f your b o y f r i e n d s 
Was t h a t how you met your husband 
What j o b was he d o i n g 
How soon a f t e r s t a x t i n g t o go o u t w i t h him d i d you s t a r t 

t h i n k i n g o f g e t t i n g m a r r i e d 
D i d you e v e r c o n s i d e r m a r r y i n g any o f your o t h e r b o y f r i e n d s 
What do you t h i n k were t h e r e a s o n s you wanted t o g e t m a r r i e d 
How o l d were you when you m a r r i e d 

( D i v o r c e d , s e p a r a t e d ) 

How l o n g were you m a r r i e d b e f o r e you f e l t t h i n g s s t a r t e d t o 
go wrong 

What do you t h i n k went wrong w i t h your marria.ge 

(Widowed) 
How o l d were you when your husband d i e d 
D i d you f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o g e t u s e d t o b e i n g on your own a g a i n 
What were t h e most d i f f i c u l t t h i n g s 
Were t h e r e any a d v a n t a g e s 
What were t h e y 
Would you l i k e to t h i n k t h a t you'd mar r y a g a i n some t i m e i n 

the f u t u r e 
F o r what r e a s o n s 
Are t h e r e t h i n g s you f e e l y o u ' r e m i s s i n g o u t on by not b e i n g 

m a r r i e d 

FRIENDS 
B e f o r e you m a r r i e d who were your main f r i e n d s 
How l o n g had you known them 
What j o b s d i d t h e y do 
How o f t e n d i d you s e e them 
What d i d you do t o g e t h e r 
Did you go on s e e i n g them a f t e r you m a r r i e d 
How d i d your husband g e t on w i t h them 
Did t h e y marry 
At what age 
Do you s t i l l s e e them now 
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Do you f e e l c l o s e r to them or l e s s c l o s e t h a n you d i d when 
you were m a r r i e d 

Why do you t h i n k t h a t i s 
D i d you make new f r i e n d s a f t e r you m a r r i e d 
How d i d you meet them 
What s o r t of t h i n g s d i d you u s e d t o do t o g e t h e r 
Do you s t i l l s e e them now 
A f t e r you s e p a r a t e d / y o u r husband d i e d , d i d you s e e more o r 

l e s s o f your f r i e n d s 
Do you f e e l t h a t your f r i e n d s h i p w i t h them has c h a n g e d i n 

any way 
I n what way 
D i d your husband have a n y f r i e n d s o f h i s own 
Do you e v e r s e e them now 
Have you made any new f r i e n d s s i n c e you've been on your own 
How d i d you meet them 
What s o r t of t h i n g s do you do t o g e t h e r 
How of t e n do you s e e them 
I f you have something p e r s o n a l you wamt to d i s c u s s w i t h 

someone who would you be most l i k e l y to t e l l 
How impjortant would you s a y y o u r f r i e n d s axe t o you 
Have t h e y become more o r l e s s i m p o r t a n t s i n c e you've been 

on you r own 
I f you t h i n k o f y o u r f r i e n d s would you s a y t h a t most of them 

a r e m a r r i e d o r s i n g l e 
Roughly how many a r e men and how many women 
Do you f e e l t h a t men t r e a t you d i f f e r e n t l y t o t h e way t h e y 

d i d when you were m a r r i e d 

HOUSING 
When d i d you f i r s t l e a v e home 
Did you e v e r c o n s i d e r l e a v i n g home b e f o r e you m a r r i e d 
Why/why not 
Where d i d you l i v e when you f i r s t l e f t home 
Why d i d you d e c i d e t o l i v e t h e r e 
Was i t e v e r d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d somewhere to l i v e 
Why do you t h i n k you came to l i v e i n B u c k f a s t l e i g h 

DECISION MAKING 
What would you s e e as h a v i n g been t h e main d e c i s i o n s i n your 

l i f e 
What do you t h i n k i n f l u e n c e d you when you were making t h o s e 

d e c i s i o n s 
I f y o u ' r e marking what seems t o be an i m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n do 

you n o r m a l l y t a l k t o anyone about i t 
Who do you t a l k t o 
Do you f i n d i t more or l e s s e a s y making d e c i s i o n s now than 

when you were m a r r i e d 

FINANCE 
Do you f i n d you spend much time w o r r y i n g about money 
When you f i r s t m a r r i e d do you t h i n k you were w o r s e or b e t t e r 

o f f t h a n when you were s i n g l e 
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How d i d you o r g a n i s e your f i n a n c e s w i t h your husband 
Did you have your own s p e n d i n g money 
What s o r t of t h i n g s d i d you spend i t on 
D i d you e v e r go o u t and buy y o u r s e l f something f r i v o l o u s 
What s o r t o f t h i n g s 
How d i d you f e e l a f t e r you'd done t h a t 
Di d you go on w o r k i n g a f t e r you m a r r i e d 
Did you f e e l d i f f e r e n t l y about money a f t e r g i v i n g up your j o b 
How has your f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n changed s i n c e you've been on 

your own 
Do you t h i n k you f e e l d i f f e r e n t l y about money s i n c e b e i n g on 

your own 
Do you spend more o r l e s s money on y o u r s e l f 

Do you f e e l g u i l t y i f you buy y o u r s e l f s o m e t h i n g a s a t r e a t 

WORK 
How i m p o r t a n t a p a r t o f y o u r l i f e would you s a y work i s 
What a r e the t h i n g s you most e n j o y about work 
What a r e the t h i n g s you l e a s t e n j o y 
Do you f e e l d i f f e r e n t l y about work to how you d i d when you 

were m a r r i e d 
Can you remember i f your f e e l i n g s about work c h a n g e d when 

f i r s t you m a r r i e d 
What d i d your husband t h i n k about you w o r k i n g 
Do you e v e r f e e l o v e r w o r k e d 
On what o c c a s i o n s 

Would you g i v e up work i f you c o u l d 

ALL 

L E I S U R E 
What do you t h i n k a r e your f a v o u r i t e ways o f s p e n d i n g y o u r time 
How of ten do you do t h a t 
How much time do you spend d o i n g t h a t 
Has t h e way you spend your t i m e changed much o v e r t h e l a s t 

4 o r 5 y e a r s / s i n c e you m a r r i e d 
What was your f a v o u r i t e way o f s p e n d i n g your t i m e when you 

were i n your e a r l y 2 0 ' s 
Why do you t h i n k you've changed 
I f you had an e x t r a 2 h o u r s a day how do you t h i n k you'd 

spend i t 
I s t h e r e a n y t h i n g you'd l i k e t o spend more t i m e d o i n g 
What s t o p s you from d o i n g t h a t 
Hew do you spend most o f your f r e e time 
Do you e v e r f e e l t h a t you c a n ' t go out i n t h e e v e n i n g s a s 

much a s you'd l i k e t o 
What s t o p s you from d o i n g t h a t 
( M a r r i e d , Widowed, D i v o r c e d ) 

Do/Did you e v e r go out w i t h o u t your husband 
How of t e n 
What do / d i d you do 
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D o e s / d i d your husband mind 
D o e s / d i d he e v e r 'go out aJ.one 
How of t e n 
What d o e s / d i d he do 
Do you mind 
Do the two of you have a n y i n t e r e s t s i n common 
What 
How o f t e n d o / d i d you go out t o g e t h e r 
What dc / d i d you do 

( S i n g l e , Widowed, D i v o r c e d ) 

Do you e v e r f i n d t h a t you'd l i k e to go out but found i t 
d i f f i c u l t b e c a u s e you d i d n ' t have a man t o go w i t h 

( A l l ) 

Would you s a y t h a t you e v e r f e e l l o n e l y 
On what s o r t o f o c c a s i o n s 

( D i v o r c e d , Widowed) 

Has t h e way you spend your time c h a n g e d much s i n c e you were 
mairried 

I n what ways 
Do you p r e f e r i t t h a t way o r not 
How o f t e n do you have h o l i d a y s 
What do you n o r m a l l y do f o r h o l i d a y s 
Would you l i k e more h o l i d a y s 
What s t o p s you from h a v i n g more 

HOJSEl^RK 
Do you f e e l t h a t you s p e n d much t i m e d o i n g housework 
Do you f e e l you spend more time d o i n g housework t h a n you'd 

r e a l l y l i k e to 
Do you e v e r e n j o y d o i n g i t 
How i m p o r t a n t do you t h i n k housework i s 
How do you f e e l when t h e house i s u n t i d y 

( M a r r i e d , Widowed, D i v o r c e d ) 

How d o / d i d you and your husband d i v i d e up t h e housework 
between you 

How much h e l p d o / d i d you e x p e c t from your husband 
How much h e l p d o / d i d you g e t 

(Widowed, D i v o r c e d , S e p a r a t e d ) 

Do you t h i n k you spend more or l e s s time d o i n g housework now 
t h a n when you were m a r r i e d 

Why do you t h i n k t h a t i s 
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A L L 

I f t h e r e was a n y t h i n g you c o u l d change a b o u t y o u r l i f e what 
would i t be 
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