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II 

provision in Geography degrees takes the form of modules which are optional, with 

the result that most Geographers obtain only a very limited understanding of GIS and 

its applications. By contrast, in Turkey, the GIS modules are typically compulsory 

and the subject therefore occupies a more central and prominent position in the 

curriculum.  

In both countries, more than 70 percent of students said they were satisfied with their 

GIS teaching (with no statistically difference in satisfaction levels related to the 

gender or year of study). Although this is a positive finding, there were some 

weakness and disappointments. With respect to curriculum design and delivery, 

insufficient attention was given to use of Intended Learning Outcomes (ILOs) and in 

both countries students complained about too much theory and about teaching which 

was too heavily based on lectures and not sufficiently active and student centred 

(especially in Turkey). GIS staff rarely took part in teaching related CPD and GIS 

was little used outside the formally designated modules. GIS employer opinions were 

varied on the quality of graduates but common criticisms were that they lacked the 

business awareness and in Turkey had often poor standards of English. The links 

between academia and the GIS profession were patchy. 

The thesis ends with over 20 recommendations, the most important of which is for 

Geography as a discipline to give more priority to GIS. Particularly in the UK (though 

less so in Turkey), many Geographers graduate with little knowledge or experience 

of GIS. In the age of the information economy, this is a significant missed 

opportunity. 
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