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PAMELA MANASSEH 

THE BRYNMAWR EXPERIMENT, 1928-1940: QUAKER VALUES AND ARTS AND 

CRAFTS PRINCIPLES 

ABSTRACT 

This is a study of the social work of Quakers in the town of Brynmawr in South 

Wales during the depressions of the 1920s and 1930s. The work, which took place during 

the years 1928 to 1940, has become known as the Brynmawr Experiment. The initial 

provision of practical and financial relief for a town suffering severely from the effects of 

unemployment, was developed with the establishment of craft workshops to provide 

employment. Special reference is made to the furniture making workshop and the 

personnel involved with it. 

The thesis attempts to trace links between the moral and aesthetic values of 

Quakerism and the Arts and Crafts Movement and explores the extent to which the guiding 

principles of the social witness project and the furniture making enterprise resemble those 

of the Arts and Crafts Movement of the inter-war years, 1919-1939. 

All aspects of the Quaker work at Brynmawr were prompted by concern for social 

justice and upholding the dignity of each individual. These were also the concerns of John 

Ruskin and William Morris which motivated the formation of the Arts and Crafts 

Movement in the! 880s. The Arts and Crafts principles which persisted into the twentieth 

century in the craft communities of C. R. Ashbee and of Eric Gill, and in the craftsmanship 

of the Cotswold furniture makers, provides an Arts and Crafts context for the Brynmawr 

furniture. 

It is argued that similarities between the aesthetic and moral principles of the 

members of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) and those of Ruskin, Morris and 

their followers establish a synonymity in which they are linked by a common integrity. It is 

further argued that as a social project arising out of and responding to the specific 

economic conditions of the time, the Brynmawr Experiment and its furniture making 

enterprise is, by virtue of such links with Arts and Crafts, a potentially unique Quaker 

social witness project. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

In this study comparisons show that the principles of John Ruskin and William 

Morris, which influenced the members of the Arts and Crafts Movement, bore a strong 

similarity to those of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers). These principles 

continued to guide the Arts and Crafts furniture makers, some of whom were Quakers, who 

were in business in the first half of the twentieth century. 

The focal point of the thesis is Brynmawr, a small town in South Wales, which 

suffered the effects of unemployment in the economic depressions of the inter-war years, 

1919-1939. Among the many endeavours to give help to those in circumstances of 

deprivation was a project known as the Brynmawr Experiment, initiated and led by Peter 

Scott, supported by other members of the Religious Society of Friends. 

My interest in the subject was aroused by family experience of the economic 

Depression of the 1930s, and acquaintance with Friends who had been associated with the 

Quaker relief work at that time. The opportunity to undertake a period of research at 

Woodbrooke, the Quaker Study Centre in Birmingham, resulted in the publication of an 

introductory study of the Experiment' That study revealed aspects of the subject relevant to 

the Quaker concern for social justice which warranted further exploration. 

Analysis of the Brynmawr Experiment showed it to have been a social witness 

project in the tradition of the Quaker concern for humanity which had motivated Quaker 

work since the seventeenth century. 2 This concern was put into practice throughout the 

following centuries by the provision of opportunities for occupation and employment by 

which dignity and self-respect of the individual could be upheld. This same concern was 

put into effect at Brynmawr with the setting up of craft workshops, one of which produced 

a commercially successful range of domestic furniture. 

'Pamela Manasseh, Quaker Relief Work and the Brynmawr Experiment (Birmingham: Woodbrooke 
Quaker Study Centre, 2000). 

2'True godliness don't turn men out of the world but enables them to live better in it and excites 
their endeavours to mend it. ' William Penn, 1682, Quaker Faith and Practice: 23.02. 
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The argument supports the proposition that, as an humanitarian and productive 

project sustained by those principles shared with the Arts and Crafts Movement, the 

Brynmawr Experiment holds a potentially singular place in the history of Quaker social 

witness by virtue of that correspondence. 

A range of sources has been consulted which, for the Brynmawr Experiment, are 

both primary and secondary. For discussion of Arts and Crafts in relation to the Religious 

Society of Friends, and thus also to the Brynmawr Experiment, secondary material has 

been relied on. 

PRIMARY SOURCES 

Unpublished manuscripts 

The collections of unpublished manuscript material relating to the Brynmawr 

Experiment are held at the Quaker library at Friends' House in London (LSF) and Newport 

(South Wales) Museum and Art Gallery (NMAG) with a small quantity at the National 

Museum of Wales, St Fagans. The whole content has been investigated. 

Friends' House Library 

Temp mss 508 at LSF contains the papers of Henry Ecroyd, both family records, 

and particularly documents 508.22-34, which relate to his employment as assistant to Peter 

Scott's chief accountant, book-keeping for the Brynmawr factories and the Subsistence 

Production Units (SPS) 3 (See note 2 of the section Notes on Sources and their use, 

below). These documents concern, in the main, the period after 1934 in which 

responsibility for the Quaker work at Brynmawr was held by An Order of friends, 

henceforward referred to as An Order. 4 The documents most relevant to the thesis are 

508.22 and 508.23. Many of the documents in 508.23 replicate the Matt documents in the 

archive at the Newport Museum and Art Gallery which are referred to below. 508.28 

'Temp. Mss. 508 22-34 LSF, London. 

`An Order is discussed in detail in Chapter Four. 
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contains the reports of An Order which are also accessible on the open shelves. LSF also 

holds papers relating to John Dennithorne, who, while not closely associated with 

Brynmawr, was responsible for a Quaker settlement nearby at Dowlais, and whose archive 

contains the 1937 catalogue of Brynmawr furniture 5 

With analysis of the Brynmawr Experiment it became clear that detailed research 

of the SPS would not be required for the thesis, so there has been no occasion to cite 

508.24-32. 

Minute Books 

In response to Friends' concern for industrial relations and the social consequences 

of the General Strike in 1926, Meeting for Sufferings (MfS) appointed a small `watching' 

group to observe political developments. From this group evolved several Friends' House 

committees of varying composition and authority and which were responsible for the 

initiation and development of the Quaker relief work at Brynmawr. As sub-committees to 

committees of MfS their reports were minuted by MfS, and subsequently paraphrased for 

reports to Yearly Meeting (LYM). 6 The Industrial Crisis Sub-Committee (ICS) and the 

Coalfields Distress Committee (CDC) Minutes which range from 1926 until 1930 have 

been scrutinised. There has also been selective examination of the Minutes of the same 

years of Friends' Home Mission and Extension Committee (FHME) and of Friends' Home 

Service Committee (FHS) which replaced it, to follow up particular matters, and selective 

examination also of the Minutes of MfS and LYM, published as `Proceedings, ' when it 

seemed that a particular report might be important. 

5Mss. Acc. 10798 LSF, London. 

6LYM is now re-titled Britain Yearly Meeting (BYM). It is referred to in the thesis by the acronym 
appropriate to the period of the text. LYMBYM gathers once a year. Meeting for Sufferings is its executive 
group which meets regularly in the interim. 
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Gwent Record Office 

The Minutes of South Wales Monthly Meeting (SWMM) were searched for details 

of the membership of Brynmawr Quaker Meeting which was set up by Friends soon after 

their arrival there. 

Newport (Gwent) Museum and Art Gallery 

The Newport archive is identified as Collection SCHST and a note states that the 

whole accession `was contained in two box files and comprises letters, notes, pamphlets, 

tapes and transparencies collected by Walter Lucas and Roger Cucksey for the display of 

Brynmawr Furniture at Newport Museum. ' Numbers of the items within the boxes run 

from NPTMG: 1994.62 - 180.45, with some of the sequence omitted. This provides 

information about the years in which the Quaker relief work began at Brynmawr and in 

which the craft workshops were set up. Further classification refers to the items of 

furniture held by the Museum. 

The one time curator of the Newport Museum and Art Gallery, Walter Lucas, took 

an interest in the Brynmawr furniture and was responsible for much of this archive as he 

intended to display the furniture in an exhibition. There is no record of this proposed 

exhibition having taken place, and no proposed date. The relevant correspondence between 

Walter Lucas and Paul Matt, dated 1984, indicates clearly that the intended exhibition was 

to be at Newport and organised by Lucas. There is no further indication of a Newport 

exhibition, but a Brynmawr Furniture exhibition was held at St Fagans, the Welsh Folk 

Museum in Cardiff, in the spring of 1994 (see below). This was organised by T. Alun 

Davies, keeper of the Welsh National Furniture Collections there. In correspondence, Alun 

Davies referred to the furniture collection at Newport `in the care of my colleague Mr 

Walter Lucas' but said that it was quite separate from `our rather moderate collection. ' 

There is no indication that there was collaboration for either the proposed Newport 
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exhibition or the actual one at St Fagans. 7 (See note 1 of the section Notes on Sources and 

their use below). 

Most significant for the thesis is the Matt-Lucas correspondence in which Matt 

gave information about his design and construction of Brynmawr Furniture and which is 

used in Chapter Six. This correspondence is catalogued as NPTMG: 1994.75 (GROUP). 

Explanation of the referencing of this correspondence is given in note 4 of the section 

Notes and their use below. 

Brynmawr Furniture and catalogues 

Interest taken by T. Alun Davies, at St Fagans, (see above), resulted in an 

exhibition of Brynmawr Furniture there in the spring of 1994. No catalogue was produced 

for this exhibition, but a number of explanatory panels formed a backdrop for the displays. 

Some of the furniture on show was held by St. Fagans8 with some pieces having been lent 

by private owners. 

It is explained in Chapter Six that marketing the Brynmawr furniture in the 1920s 

and 1930s was through the medium of exhibitions held in the showrooms of sympathetic 

department stores and in Friends' Meeting Houses. No catalogue for the first years of 

production is held in the archives. In these years from 1928 Paul Matt made prototype 

pieces, his designs were made up by employees, trainees and apprentices. There is no 

information about the skill of these first employees. There is a catalogue of 45 items in 

February 1935, but no indication of how long it had been available before this date 
.9 

The 

price list for the 1936 catalogue contains 72 items, now including a range of walnut and 

another of painted furniture. 10 The ranges are discussed in Chapter Six. 

'Personal letters from Alun Davies, undated but with ref TAD/epd. Replies were dated 14 May and 
1 August 1984. 

8St Fagans furniture collection: 40.82.1-2; F79.34.1-7; 1988.3a; F89.6.1-9; F92.84.1-7; F93.2-5; 
F95.21; F97.1-2; F95.135. 

'St Fagans, National Museum of Wales archive. No other reference available from the furniture 
department. 

1ONPTMG: 1994: 180.21. GROUP. 
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Otherwise extant Brynmawr furniture is in private possession, and with the 

exception of a few pieces, its whereabouts unknown. A few donated items are on display in 

the recently established Brynmawr Museum. Access to the Brynmawr furniture, held in 

storage at Tredegar House (Newport Museum), was given in 2005 by personal 

arrangement with the archivist, who allowed photographs to be taken. This furniture is 

uncared for, and no plans were in hand at the time of the visit, for repair and restoration. 

For the benefit of the archive, the importance of two items in particular in this collection 

was reported. These are firstly, the prototype sideboard, the first piece Paul Matt made at 

Brynmawr and which he said `is interesting historically as showing the development of the 

panels which were the making of the Brynmawr furniture. " 1 Secondly, there are the two 

pieces of board of which he wrote `through thick and thin, I hung onto what must now be 

the only two pieces of Australian walnut laminated board that are left in the world' which 

he donated to the Museum for use in Walter Lucas's proposed exhibition, above. These 

pieces are not catalogued in the archive. 12 

Paul Matt's personal papers comprise the correspondence with the curator referred 

to above, details of his family background and his reminiscences of his work as craftsman, 

designer and manager of the furniture enterprise at Brynmawr. His membership of the 

Religious Society of Friends followed from his experience of Quaker support for the men 

at Knockaloe camp in the Isle of Man where his father, Charles, was interned during World 

War I13 Paul Matt has described the philosophy which governed his furniture design, but at 

no place has he made reference to precedent for it nor of influence on his design beyond 

that of his father, from whom he learned his craftsmanship. 14 In the correspondence of his 

"NPTMG: 1984.75 GROUP. Paul Matt to Walter Lucas, 14 January 1984. 

12 NPTMG: 1984.75 GROUP. Paul Matt to Walter Lucas, 18 April 1984. 

"At Knockaloe, Charles Matt, a master craftsman, was given the task of organising woodwork 
classes for the internees. This was instigated by James T. Baily and supported by Friends who were concerned 
for the well being of the men who were suffering from idleness and depression in their imprisonment. James 
Baily's work is discussed in Chapter Six. 

'4NPTMi: 1994.180.3 8. 
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latter years he showed his own respect for his work and his awareness that it was of some 

significance, as he tried to ensure that it was publicly acknowledged and cared for. 15 

Paul Matt's reminiscences give some evidence of the early days of the furniture 

factory, but only Mrs Dora Churchward is known to have made any comment on his work 

as manager and trainer of the apprentices, as described in an interview with Mr Lucas, 

recorded on cassette tape in the Newport archive (see above). 16 These tapes include also 

conversations with Brynmawr residents, unidentified, who remembered the furniture 

making, and are of most value for the few comments about the training in woodwork given 

to the young apprentices. '7 

A serious drawback has been the lack of any record of the finances and general 

management of the Brynmawr factories. Helen Reynolds, the wife of Matt's successor, 

Arthur Reynolds, has referred to the fact that papers survived the fire that destroyed the 

furniture factory, 18 but where they went and what happened to them after that cannot be 

said. 19 Personal and office records of sales, profit and loss statements, purchase of 

materials, equipment, publicity, packaging and delivery would have given valuable insight 

into the management of the furniture making enterprise, and permitted the plotting of 

progress and the successes and failures of all the business ventures. After 1934 

responsibility for the furniture factory was acquired by An Order and accounts were 

published in its Annual Reports as a legal requirement but run from 1936 only. 20 

Cardiff Central Library 

Brynmawr references held at this Library duplicate the printed sources held at 

Friends' House Library and Newport Museum and Art Gallery with only the catalogued 

15NPTMG: 1994.75 GROUP. Paul Matt to Walter Lucas, 27 June 1983. 

16NPTMG: Box file, cassette 2b. 

17NPTMG: Box file, cassette 2a. 

18The Friend, 30 April 1937: 395. 

19Helen Reynolds, Journal ? 1933-4: 121, in private ownership of Garth Reynolds. 

20An Order. Annual Reports for 1936,1937 and 1938. 
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Ministry of Labour document concerning the ̀ Industrial Conditions in certain Depressed 

Areas' produced in 1934 being of further interest, and unfortunately this was unavailable. 

Buckinghamshire Record Office 

A particular quest, was to the County Record Office in Aylesbury, to search for 

evidence of the meeting of Friends, and the identity of `another small group, ' at Jordans 

Meeting House in 1932 at which ideas for An Order were explored. The members of this 

other small group ̀ lived and worked in different parts of the country but shared the same 

ideas' and had ̀ established contact with the Brynmawr group through individual 

members. 21 The search revealed nothing of such a meeting, but local information was 

useful in showing that the Jordan Friends undertook a scheme for setting up `village 

industries' in 1919.22 

Quaker Faith and Practice 

To establish the source of the Quaker concern for social justice the published 

Yearly Meeting records were searched. A manuscript collection was made available to 

Friends from 1738 in response to their wish for `a digest of the counsel on practice and 

government which was contained year by year in its epistles and other minutes and 

documents. ' Its title was `Christian and brotherly advices given forth from time to time by 

the Yearly Meetings in London, alphabetically digested under proper heads. ' Its contents 

were revised and printed in 1783 with subsequent revisions and changes of title, all of 

which were consulted at Woodbrooke up to 1925 to establish the principle relevant to the 

period of the Brynmawr Experiment. 3 

The index to the most recent revision (1995) of the above collections, Quaker Faith 

and Practice (QFP), was used to find reference to, for example, arts, crafts, communities, 

simplicity, and other matters that might have proved relevant to the thesis. Quotations from 

21An Order. An Account of their Activities and Ideas (Hereford: An Order, 1935): 10. 

22'History of Jordans Village. ' Its Origins, Aims and Accomplishments' Penn Pioneer and Jordans 
News-Sheet 18 August, 1920: 2-4. 

23Quaker Faith and Practice, 1994: 612. 
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the original texts have been given where possible, but the text of QFP has been used where 

this was not feasible. 

The title, the Religious Society of Friends, has evolved from the eighteenth century 

to common usage by the nineteenth, with the members being known as Friends, or 

Quakers. 4 Within the period of this study, however, there are documents and other 

references to the Society of Friends, omitting `Religious'. Whichever name for the Society 

was used by the author has been used here. 

The central committee Minutes referred to above detail the assistance given by the 

Religious Society of Friends in response to the distressing circumstances being endured by 

the families of the unemployed men in Brynmawr. A leading role was played by Joan 

Mary Fry, a weighty Friend, 25 who demonstrated her concern for social matters by taking 

responsibility for them from an early age. These same resources show also how Peter 

Scott, the key figure in the shaping and maintaining of the Brynmawr Experiment, 

undertook much Quaker committee work following his membership of the Religious 

Society of Friends in 1924. This is described in Chapter Four. 

An approach to David Robson (senior), who had worked with Friends at the Maes- 

yr-Haf settlement brought the response that Peter Scott, the kingpin of the Brynmawr 

Experiment, `is well worth researching -a truly practical visionary, who had a remarkable 

24Margery Post Abbott, Mary Ellen Chijioke, Pink Damdelion and John William Oliver Jr. (eds. ). 

The Historical Dictionary of Friends (Quakers). (Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 2003): 241. 

25A weighty Friend is `An individual in the meeting who is seen by others to have spiritual weight 

and whose insights are trusted. These individuals are often, but not always, in positions of leadership. ' 

Abbott, The Historical Dictionary of the Friends (Quakers): 296. `The power to ascribe "weight" lies with 
the group', contributory factors being `ministry in Meeting for Worship; business meeting contributions 
which can include specialist knowledge; responsibility and visibility; personal qualities; reputation. ' Pink 
Dandelion, A Sociological Analysis of the Theology of Quakers: the Silent Revolution (Lewiston, New York: 
Edwin Mellen Press, 1996): 213. 

As a young woman Joan Fry was a Poor Law Guardian, and `emerged as a "public Friend" in her middle 
thirties'. Ruth Fawell, Joan Mary Fry (FHSC, 1959): 20. In the period of this thesis she was involved with 
Quaker relief services in Germany and Austria after 1918, with the settlements at Maes-yr-Haf and Dowlais, 

and the CDC and the unemployed of Brynmawr in the 1920s and 1930s. When the work of the CDC was 
concluded her interest in local allotments schemes was developed in association with John Robson, and 
which, with Government interest, became a national scheme. Joan Mary Fry, Friends Lend a Hand (London: 
Friends Book Centre, 1947). Her home was in Hampstead Garden Suburb, and she was a member of Golders 
Green Quaker Meeting. 
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gift for getting money from official sources. '26 There are few relevant surviving 

manuscripts to explore with a view to composing a biography of Peter Scott. Local record 

offices have provided copies of relevant printed articles which, together with all the 

contemporary Quaker Minute Books in Gwent and Buckinghamshire Record Offices, and 

in Friends' House27 have revealed no archive collections of Peter Scott's personal papers. 

There is sufficient evidence of Scott's activity at Brynmawr to provide some narrative, 

much being included in the Annual Reports of An Order, introduced below, advertising and 

fund raising appeals, and, more personally, his treatise, Creative Life. . 28 

It was difficult to decide how much importance to give to biographical information 

about Peter Scott. Margaret Pitt made it plain that he was a strong personality, 29 and one 

that Licia Kuenning would have recognised as a mythical hero, though of a later generation 

than the early Friends she referred to. She said that some of these Friends 

have been turned into mythical heroes to represent the ideals and beliefs of one or 
another party in a later generation of Friends. They are quoted when the quote 
serves the speaker's purpose. They are ignored when what they said and did does 

not serve anyone's contemporary agenda. 30 

In discussing a future for Quaker history H. Larry Ingle has given a list of topics 

within twentieth century Quaker history that `need doing' among which are the names of 

Friends, whose lives `lie unprobed. '31 Peter Scott is not one of those named and although 

he has been acknowledged in Quaker history his work has by no means been probed. Ingle 

remarked also that ̀ Quaker scholars seemed compelled to express their gratitude to the 

forebears in the faith by glossing over their foibles, ignoring differences that sometimes 

26David Robson in personal correspondence, 26 August: 1999. 

27jordans FMH, in Buckinghamshire had conference facilities, which were frequently used by 
Friends in the period of the thesis. 

28Peter Scott, Creative Life, Tracts for our Times series, no. 1, (London: Allenson, 1933). 

29Margaret Pitt, Our Unemployed., Can the Past Teach the Present? Work Done with the 
Unemployed in the 1920s and 1930s, (London: by the author, 1982): 37-41. 

30Licia Kuenning, Understanding the Quaker Past (Pennsylvania: Quaker Heritage Press. 2003): 1. 
h! M: //www. ghl2ress. orz/aboutghl2/gRast. html, (accessed 02/12/2005). 

"Larry Ingle, `The Future of Quaker History', Journal of the Friends Historical Society vol. 58, 
no. 1, (1997): 11. 
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soured relations between them. '32 Much of the direction taken by the Quakers at Brynmawr 

resulted from the foibles of Scott, and while the thesis was not intended to be his 

biography, his responsibility was such that it seemed best to make an interim `Peter Scott' 

chapter, which is Chapter Four. 

Besides the need for certain biographies Ingle notes also an opening for 

examination of Quaker missions, and as the Experiment was the end result of a particular 

mission from which previously unremarked biographical details emerge, this project 

contributes to the closing of that gap and adds previously unreported material to Quaker 

social history. 

Newspapers and Journals 

The national press was interested in the Experiment, and several articles appeared 

in the Manchester Guardian, probably as a result of Peter Scott's skill in seeking publicity 

and inviting financial donations. 3 Similarly, he impressed The Spectator, which ran a 

series of articles in 1931 and floated an appeal to its readers for funds to be given at 

Christmas to the needy in Brynmawr. 4 Articles also appeared in contemporary social and 

economic Journals, and brought a more critical comment, which balanced the enthusiastic 

support for the Experiment given by the others. 35 Other source material concerning 

Brynmawr is, for the most part, in contemporary articles published in Quaker journals, and 

the correspondence in The Friend, 36 written by Friends from their personal experience of 

the work at Brynmawr. 

32Ingle, ̀The Future of Quaker History': 4. 

33For example: ̀ The Brynmawr Experiment. Giving a Town New Life', Manchester Guardian 6 
July 1931. 

34For example: ̀Brynmawr -a Derelict Town and a New Life', The Spectator (12 December 1931). 

35For example: D. H. Robertson, ̀An Economist Looks at Brynmawr' The Welsh Outlook, (August 
1932) andAlun Burge, ' "A Subtle Danger"?: The Voluntary Sector and Coalfield Society in South Wales 
1926-1939' Llafur. Journal of Welsh Labour History, Vol. 7, (1998-99): 127-141. 

36The Friend, a weekly Quaker journal, is accessible to all Friends, who either subscribe to it 

personally, share copies or read it at their Meeting House. An independent Quaker publication, it carries 
news and reports, articles of topical interest, and has correspondence columns and personal advertisements. 
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The Friend was searched from May 1926 until the end of 1980 for articles, 

correspondence, obituaries and advertisements concerning Brynmawr. The articles 

generated correspondence and response in the journal and are referenced in the thesis where 

they have been quoted. The advertisements and articles showed how funds were raised for 

the projects with appeals for donations, and commentaries on the achievements at 

Brynmawr aimed at keeping Friends' interest in them alive. These appeared less frequently 

after 1932 when responsibility for Brynmawr matters lay no longer with Friends' House but 

with Peter Scott, and shortly after was assumed by An Order. 

The journal, Friends' Quarterly Examiner (FQE), described itself from its 

inception in 1867 as ̀ A Religious, Social and Miscellaneous Review conducted by 

Members of the Society of Friends. ' A search of the General Index from 1867 to its end in 

1900, with additional indexing in handwriting to1912, showed a wide range of Friends' 

interest in their Society. 37 There is some reflection of contemporary problems with a 

concern for unemployment appearing in 1921 and 1922, and with consideration of the 

Society's position regarding social and industrial questions in 1927.8 It also held articles 

concerning John Ruskin, though with little relevance beyond confirming the Society's 

growing interest in the arts. 39 This search for relevant comment was continued in Friends' 

Quarterly to date. 

Community House at Brynmawr published a newsletter, Towards a New 

40 Community, edited by Peter Scott and intended to be issued quarterly, from 1937-1946 

37General Index to the Friends Quarterly Examiner from 1867-1900 (London: West, Newman & 
Co., 1901). 

38Annie A. Thorp, `John Ruskin', Friends' Quarterly Examiner 1897: 478-491. 
Gladys M. Hall, `The Problem of Unemployment and the Function of the Employment Exchanges, ' 

Friends' Quarterly Examiner 1921: 250-256. 
Charles R. Simpson, ̀Unemployment. Causes and Remedies', Friends' Quarterly Examiner, 1922: 

128-134. 
B. Seebohm Rowntree and others, `The Function of the Society of Friends with regard to Social 

and Industrial Questions, ' Friends' Quarterly Examiner, 1927: 265-291. 

39William Graveson, `John Ruskin, ' Friends' Quarterly Examiner 1893: 421-432. This article is a 
review of W. G. Collingwood's Life and Work of John Ruskin published by Methuen in that year. 

40Towards the New Community. Issues 1937-1940 quarterly; 1941-46 biannually. Brynmawr 
Community House (1937-1946). 
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The collection held at LSF is incomplete (assuming that production was not intermittent) 

and there is no indication of to whom, or how, it was circulated. Before the war articles in 

Towards a New Community were concerned with the activities of the SPS and the 

Brynmawr Community Centre, but a change of format took place under a new editor, 

Bruce Campbell. This coincides with the closing of the Brynmawr furniture factory and 

Scott's new appointment as Rural Land Agent. Articles were occasionally contributed by 

both Peter Scott and his second wife, Richenda, but his personal connection with 

Brynmawr was less after 1941 and a new community was no longer anticipated. 

Films 

Two films have some relevance. Today We Live is a professionally produced film, 

with commentary depicting South Cerney in Gloucestershire, Pentre in the Rhondda Valley 

of South Wales and officials of the National Council of Social Service (NCSS) 41 One of 

these officials is Paul Matt. If the date for the film given in the Archive is correct its 

relevance for the Brynmawr Experiment lies in showing Paul Matt talking with members 

of a South Wales NCSS Unemployed Club. The year in which Matt left Brynmawr 

furniture-making for employment with the NCSS thus seems to be in or by 1933, though 

there is no other confirmation of the date. Brynmawr and Clydach Valley Industries Ltd. 

Gwalia Works, Brynmawr is a 16mm cine film made by Ralph Clarke, a member of 

Scarborough Friends' Meeting. It is undated but likely to have been made early in the 

Experiment as it was produced to inform, and invite donations to the work. 42 Brynmawr 

and Clydach Valley Industries Ltd (BCVI) was registered as a company in 1930. 

41Today We Live: a film of life in Britain. Strand Films Co., Associated Film Distributors Ltd 
(1933). Producer Paul Rotha, directors Ralph Bond and R. I. Grierson with commentary by Howard 
Marshall. National Film and Television Archive ref.: Rhondda I, 431368. VHS copy by National Film and 
Television Archive, of the British Film Institute and in my ownership. 

42 Brynmawr and Clydach Palley Industries Ltd. Gwalia Works, Brynmawr. 16mm cine film made 
by Ralph Clarke, a member of Scarborough Friends Meeting, (? 1930-32). VHS copy in personal ownership. 
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Other printed primary sources 

Margaret Pitt was one of the first Friends to live in the Quaker community at 

Brynmawr in 1928. A young woman, having joined the Religious Society of Friends about 

a year previously, `full of youthful enthusiasm, a sense of release, and idealistic socialism', 

she volunteered to help with the relief work. 43 Over fifty years later, at a period of 

economic depression similar to that of the 1920s, she wrote of her experience at Brynmawr 

and of the work with the unemployed, posing the question ̀Can the past teach the 

present? ' in the title of her book. 

Pitt's correspondence in the LSF archive preceding the publication of Our 

Unemployed reveals the concern she had for accuracy in the preparation of her draft. 44 Her 

book contains the only published biographical material there is about Peter Scott beyond 

his obituaries and she was able to write from personal knowledge. Besides having worked 

alongside Scott at Brynmawr in 1929 she kept in contact with her Brynmawr friends 

throughout her life, including the Matts, the Churchwards and the Wilkinsons. She 

consulted others as well, and those experienced at reading Quaker documents will admire 

the way Pitt indicated Scott's shortcomings without overt censure. 45 

Published in 1934 was Hilda Jennings' case study of Brynmawr. 46 This study, for 

which the basis was the information gathered from a survey of the town, was made in the 

years from September 1929 to August 1932. The purpose of the survey was to find 

information and assess it, looking for a solution to the unemployment situation that had 

brought distress and difficulty to the community. 47 Its significance for this thesis lies in the 

43Pitt, Our Unemployed: 8. 

44LSF. Temp Mss 508/23. 

45For example: ̀Peter felt his inspired schemes should not be curbed by anyone' and ̀ the leader of 
the Order [Scott] could be too powerful. Several members of the Order were dismissed in a way which 
seemed unjust, because they did not go along with Peter's inspiration. ' Pitt, Our Unemployed: 38 and 40. 

46Hilda Jennings, Brynmawr: a Study of a Distressed Area based on the results of the Social Survey 
carried out by the Brynmawr Community Study Council (London: Allenson, 1934a). 

47Jennings, Brynmawr: v. 
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main for the unique survey procedure, the enquiries being in the hands of the people of 

Brynmawr themselves. Jennings's work, both in guiding the survey and collating the 

findings for publication, is that of an academic trained in social studies. Her personal 

philosophy is not apparent until her last chapter, ̀The Ideal as Motive', where it becomes 

clear that she had an interest in the Experiment over and above her academic one. There, 

her writing style changed as she expressed with what reads as controlled emotion, her 

desire for society to find a sense of community. ̀ A common ideal inspired by some basic 

conviction, alone can raise the individual and the community above the level of apathy, 

opportunism and ignoble greed. '48 This vision was then taken further in her booklet The 

New Community, also published in 1934, but after Brynmawr, and described in a Foreword 

by H. J. Fleure as 

a confession of faith of one who has done hard labour in and for a distressed 

community, facing opposition and disillusionment and maintaining the belief that 
system and organization are of themselves feeble, and need the backing of personal 
friendships and loyalties if they are to effect anything 49 

Whether the reference to her work at Brynmawr here came from Jennings herself or from 

Fleure cannot be said, but it clearly suggests that the early years of the Quaker work at 

Brynmawr did not go smoothly. 

In Brynmawr the description of the Experiment is confined to the penultimate 

chapter XIII, `An Experiment in Reconstruction' which of necessity takes the discussion 

no further than the setting up and progress of the craft industries to the date of publication, 

1934. By that time the unviable craft workshops had closed. The boot factory was 

prospering and the furniture factory, while well into production, was not yet at its most 

prolific and successful, as described in Chapter Three Herein. Jennings' work was 

sponsored by the University College of South Wales, supported and advised by Le Play 

House Society for Social Surveys, the Agricultural Economics Department of University 

48Jennings, Brynmawr: 234 -38. 

49Hilda Jennings, The New Community (London: Allenson, 1934b): 5. 
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College, Aberystwyth and authoritative local officials. 50 To organise and supervise the 

conduct of the survey Jennings lived in Brynmawr and worked cordially with Peter Scott, 

though her references to him personally are few. 51 

An insight into the way voluntary working parties helped the local voluntary labour 

in the reconstructive and building schemes at Brynmawr is given by John S. (Jack) Hoyland 

(1887-1957), Quaker academic, missionary to India and a prolific writer. In the period of 

the Brynmawr Experiment he took an active interest in promoting fellowship and social 

concern through schemes for work camps, particularly for young people. Two anecdotal 

books told of their projects and in spite of the anonymity of the venue which he called 

`Moortown', he was clearly writing of Brynmawr. 52 Of interest is the contribution of his 

`Gang' of boy volunteers to the work parties of the International Voluntary Service, 

organised by Jean Inebnit at the invitation of Peter Scott 53 These parties contributed to the 

voluntary work schemes at Brynmawr that cleaned and improved the appearance of the 

town and built the swimming pool. 

Aspects of The Brynmawr Experiment are noted in the report made to the Pilgrim 

Trust, published in 1938 as Men Without Work a comprehensive study of unemployment 

intended primarily to provide information by which the Trust could be guided to the best 

use of its funds. 54 Its examination of the use of leisure as a factor in reconstructing society 

"Jennings, Brynmawr: vii, 145 and 209, and Pitt, Our Unemployed: 18. 

5'Pitt, Our Unemployed: 18. 

52John S. Hoyland, Digging with the Unemployed (London: Student Christian Movement Press, 
1934): 1. 
The use of a pseudonym for a place is replicated in the Mass Observation research of 1936 into Bolton, 

which the enquiry named ̀Worktown'. 

53 Harry Perry, 50 Years of Workcamps: a Celebration, (Leicester: International Voluntary Service, 
1981): 6. 
Service Civile was founded by Pierre Ceresole (1879-1945), son of the one-time President of the Swiss 
Confederation. He organised parties of international volunteers to work to restore by their physical labour the 
areas of Europe devastated by the warfare to 1914-1918, which was followed by other projects providing 
service through manual labour. The first of his workcamps in Britain was at Brynmawr, in 1931, where the 
United Kingdom branch of Service Civile, International Voluntary Service (IVS) was organised by 
Ceresole's assistant, Jean Inebnit. 

54 Pilgrim Trust, Men Without Work: a Report made to the Pilgrim Trust (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1938). 
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included discussion of the Rhondda Valley in detail, and Social Clubs in particular, with 

brief mention of the Quaker settlement at Maes-yr-Haf. It made no reference to Paul Matt, 

who left the Brynmawr furniture factory for employment with the NCSS in South Wales as 

craft advisor to its Social Clubs 55 Attention was given to special schemes by which 

voluntary societies worked to relieve the poverty brought by unemployment, and Men 

Without Work looked closely at the self-help agricultural communities of the SPS, but 

without mention of Peter Scott, who originated them. 56 

The fullest, and official, accounts of the progress and achievements of the 

Brynmawr Experiment were written by Peter Scott and his staff and published in the 

Annual Reports of An Order from 1936 until 1938, noted above. It is clear from the 

emphasis laid in these reports on the progress of the developing units of the SPS that at this 

time Scott's interest in them took precedence over the boot and furniture making works 

which were by then established. This Order, confusingly, was not a Quaker body, but a 

group of Scott's closest supporters, some of whom were Quakers. The formation and 

significance of An Order is discussed in Chapter Four. These Annual Reports are also the 

medium through which Scott described his vision and hopes for a new social order which 

An Order was intended to pioneer. 

Their willingness to put pen to paper for publication has provided Friends' 

consideration of the nature of the Society as it developed. As well as the discussion, 

qualification and resolution of issues in the Quaker quarterly and monthly journals and The 

Friend, there are the pamphlets and papers produced by the committees and their sub- 

groups which are cited when quoted in the text. 

Of great value for giving extracts from meetings and conferences, subject by 

subject, is Social Thought in the Society of Friends which was published in 1932 by the 

"Social Clubs were set up both nationally and locally by both government and voluntary funded 
agencies. The Religious Society of Friends and individual Quakers were responsible for clubs in South 
Wales, in addition to those of the NCSS. 

56Pilgrim Trust, Men Without Work: 354-370. 
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Friends' Central Industrial and Social Order Council and which recorded something of the 

thinking that lay behind what was minuted at the meetings. It describes Quaker relief work 

undertakings since the General Strike in 1926, recognising that the War had alerted the 

Quaker conscience for social work. Its introduction lists its sources, and makes it plain that 

its conclusions were not definitive as they were published ̀ in the hope that [the paper] will 

stimulate further thought and action. '57 

A rich source for understanding the transition of Friends' good works from 

philanthropic and often paternalistic undertakings to the active pursuit of social justice is 

Joshua Rowntree's Swarthmore Lecture given at Yearly Meeting in 1913.58 The first 

Warden of Woodbrooke College, Joshua Rowntree was closely associated with liberal 

Friends and the renaissance within the Society. 59 His lecture entitled Social Service; Its 

Place in the Society of Friends outlined the progress of the Society in this respect from 

when it was recognised as a responsibility by George Fox and the early Friends, whose 

work sprang from the belief that the `worth of human life infinitely surpassed the worth of 

any earthly possessions. ' 60 

Quakers and the Arts and Crafts Movement 

Scholarly interest in the principles shared by the Religious Society of Friends and 

the Arts and Crafts Movement was declared when a conference was held at Charney 

Manor in May 2008, entitled ̀ Quakers and the Arts and Crafts Movement. '61 Among the 

lectures delivered by Roger Homan and Pink Dandelion were those concerning art and the 

57Social Thought in the Society of Friends (London: Friends Book Centre 1932). 

5 The Swarthmore Lectureship was set up by Woodbrooke College in 1907, to provide an annual 
lecture on some Quaker subject to inform Friends and the public about matters concerning the aims and 
principles of the Society. 

s9Woodbrooke College, now Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, 1046 Bristol Road, Birmingham 
B29 6LJ, UK. 

60Joshua Rowntree, Social Service: lts Place in the Society of Friends, Swarthmore Lecture Series 
(London: Headley Brothers, 1913): 18. 

6"Quakers 
and the Arts and Crafts Movement'. Conference at Charney Manor, Oxfordshire, 6-8 

May, 2008. Lecturers were Roger Homan and Ben Pink Dandelion. 
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spiritual and moral values in Arts and Crafts, and Quakerism and the Arts and Crafts 

Movement respectively. 

A search of Friends' Quarterly Examiner /Friends Quarterly from 1954 (the year 

in which the Quaker Fellowship of the Arts was founded) to 2008, The Friend and the 

Journal of the Friends Historical Society for the same period revealed no article relating to 

this relationship. However, the Journal of the Centre for Quaker Studies / Quaker Studies, 

searched from its first issue in 1995 to date, indicated that the Quaker Research Studies 

Association (QRSA) showed interest in 1998 in holding a conference on art, aesthetics and 

creativity. An article by Roger Homan, `The Art of Joseph Edward Southall, ' draws 

attention to the significance of his painting in the medium of tempera, as representing both 

art and craft. 62 Southall himself had written for Friends' Quarterly Examiner in 192563 and 

Maxwell Armfield, RWS (Royal Watercolour Society) had comprised notes written to 

accompany an exhibition of Southall's work held in Birmingham, in 1945.64 

SECONDARY SOURCES 

Histories of the Quakers which provide the historical background to Quakerism are 

the classic volumes of W. C. Braithwaite and Rufus Jones, a series complete by 1921.65 

John Punshon's Portrait in Grey, published in 1984, gives a history of Quakerism from its 

seventeenth century roots to the later years of the twentieth century concluding with `a 

profile of the present. '66 A different approach is made by Pink Dandelion, with particular 

62Roger Homan, ̀ The Art of Joseph Edward Southall. ' Quaker Studies 5/1 (Quaker Research 
Studies Association, 2000). 

63Joseph Southall, ̀ The Graphic Arts in Education, ' Friends' Quarterly Examiner 1925: 130-149. 

64Maxwell Armfield, `Joseph Southall, ' Friends' Quarterly Examiner 1945: 141-149. 

65W C. Braithwaite, The Beginnings of Quakerism (Macmillan, 1912) and The Second Period of 
Quakerism (Macmillan, 1919). Rufus M. Jones, The Later Periods of Quakerism (1921, two volumes). 

66John Punshon, Portrait in Grey: a Short History of the Quakers (London: Quaker Home Service, 
1984). 
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emphasis on Quaker theology and the diversity of world wide Quakerism. 67 More specific 

periods are studied by Elizabeth Isichei who devoted a chapter in Victorian Quakers to 

Quaker philanthropy. 68 Thomas Kennedy's research was directed to Quaker pacifism sited 

in the years 1860-1920, a period of considerable development in the history of Quakerism, 

and which immediately preceded the Quaker work at Brynmawr. This, with its 

examination of the Quaker ̀ renaissance' which is marked by a conference held in 

Manchester in 1895, provided the background to the Society's twentieth century concern 

for social justice which supplanted the philanthropic concern of the previous years. 69 

A background to voluntary social work is described in Voluntary Social Action: a 

History of the National Council of Social Service 1919-1969.70 Charitable assistance of 

many kinds has been provided for the needy by voluntary bodies for centuries. Sometimes 

working in co-operation with each other, sometimes rivalling each other, there was 

throughout a confusion of altruism. 7' Public recognition of a need to co-ordinate these 

efforts had resulted in representatives of the many voluntary philanthropic groups being 

called together in conference in 1915.72 The first concern was to find a common approach 

to the problems of, and anticipated from, the war (1914-1918), but there was also 

recognition of a need for a permanent link between the numerous charitable agencies for 

the most effective use of their resources. For this, the National Council of Social Services 

(NCSS) was inaugurated in 1919.73 Its remit was wide and comprehensive with the 

emphasis at first on the provision of opportunities for work in rural areas, with local 

67Pink Dandelion, An Introduction to Quakerism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007). 

68Elizabeth Isichei, Victorian Quakers (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1970): 212-257. 

69Thomas C. Kennedy, British Quakerism: the Transformation of a Religious Community (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2001). 

70Margaret Brasnett, Voluntary Social Action: a History of the National Council of Social Service 
1919-1969 (London: Bedford Square Press). 

71Brasnett, Voluntary Social Action: 2-15. 

72Brasnett, Voluntary Social Action: 15 

"Brasnett, Voluntary Social Action: 1. 
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councils within the local government areas to carry through its purpose. 74As the numbers of 

unemployed increased the NCSS directed its time and resources to social problems, 

recognising particularly that for those without occupation and in poverty there was a need 

for companionship and a sense of being valued as part of a local community in addition to 

the need for financial help. 75 NCSS work through its South Wales Council of Social 

Service (SWCSS) is the local context for the Brynmawr Experiment and the work of Paul 

Matt. Matt was involved with the building of club houses and the promotion of social clubs, 

especially for the unemployed, from his arrival at Brynmawr in 1928, and when employed 

full time by the SWCSS after about 1934.76 There was no official Quaker representation on 

the Council, though Sir Percy Alden, MP, vice-chairman of the NCSS, was closely 

involved with the post-war Quaker project for New Town (discussed in Chapter Three). 

The Arts and Crafts perception has been considered entirely from secondary 

sources. The literature specifically concerned with Arts and Crafts, or arts and crafts, barely 

made reference to Quakers and their craft work beyond its social value, but what became 

clear was that the Arts and Crafts principles that emerged from the ideas and aspirations of 

John Ruskin and William Morris and which motivated the growth of the Movement, bore a 

strong resemblance to the principles which have guided members of the Religious Society 

of Friends. 

Working from a basic knowledge of the Arts and Crafts Movement and the key 

books introduced below, it was clear that there was the need to examine the ways in which 

the term ̀ Arts and Crafts' has been used with a view to establishing a working definition 

for the purposes of the thesis. John Ruskin and William Morris, understandably though 

anachronistically, described as ̀ the two main founders of the Arts and Crafts Movement, '77 

74Brasnett, Voluntary Social Action: 23-24. 

75Brasnett, Voluntary Social Action: 60. 

76NPTMG: 1994: 180.38 

77Elizabeth 
Cumming and Wendy Kaplan, The Arts and Crafts Movement (London: Thames and 

Hudson, 1991): 12. 
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had no contemplation of so doing and cannot be referred to for their use of the phrase. 

Artists and craftsmen, sympathetic with Ruskin's and Morris's ideals, proposed to show 

their work jointly and coined the phrase ̀arts and crafts' which was adopted when their 

Arts and Crafts Exhibition Society was founded in 1888. From this flowed the aesthetic 

and social Arts and Crafts Movement of the late nineteenth century and its broad diversity 

of products. 

The name of The Arts and Crafts Exhibition Society is invariably used in full, but 

less consistent is the use of the phrase ̀Arts and Crafts'. It is used as an adjective as, for 

example, in `Arts and Crafts theorists', ̀ Arts and Crafts ideals' and ̀ Arts and Crafts style'. 

It is also descriptive of `the Arts and Crafts reformers', ̀ the Central School of Arts and 

Crafts' and ̀ the Arts and Crafts of the nineteenth century'. At times the phrase is used as a 

shortened form of `the Arts and Crafts Movement'. The phrase is used herein as a 

comprehensive description of the ideals of Ruskin and Morris. 

Information about the Arts and Crafts Movement to provide a context came from 

the books of Elizabeth Cumming and Wendy Kaplan 
, 
78 Alan Crawford, 79 Fiona 

MacCarthy, 80 and the most recently published account of the Arts and Crafts Movement by 

Rosalind Blakesley. 81 For the later period of the Movement Mary Greensted has edited a 

collection of writings, some of which are quotations from sources not easily accessed, in 

An Anthology of the Arts and Crafts Movement: writings by Ashbee, Lethaby, Gimson and 

their Contemporaries. 82 There was no difference of opinion among them about the Arts 

and Crafts Movement being rooted in the ideas of Thomas Carlyle, Augustus W. N. Pugin, 

79Cumming and Kaplan, The Arts and Crafts Movement.. 

79Alan Crawford, ed., ̀ The Arts and Crafts Movement. A Sketch' in By Hammer and Hand: the Arts 

and Crafts Movement in Birmingham (Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, 1984). 

80Fiona MacCarthy, British Design since 1880 (London: Lund Humphries 1982). 

81Rosalind P. Blakesley, The Arts and Crafts Movement (London: Phaidon Press, 2006). 

92 Mary Greensted, An Anthology of the Arts and Crafts Movement: writings by Ashbee, Lethaby, 
Gimson and their Contemporaries (Aldershot: Lund Humphries 2005). 
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John Ruskin and William Morris, but there is debate over the continuation of the Arts and 

Crafts Movement into the twentieth century. For this reason the Arts and Crafts Exhibition 

Society (still subsisting today) and the Arts and Crafts Movement are distinguished, and 

the term Arts and Crafts used here to represent the principles of Ruskin and Morris as 

previously stated. Discussion of the prolongation of the Arts and Crafts Movement has 

shown that for some the Movement came to an end with World War I, while for others it 

continued with a change to its character, craft production being still faithful to Arts and 

Crafts aesthetic principles, but no longer with the social concerns of the earlier years. 83 

C. R. Ashbee's Guild of Handicraft at Chipping Campden was a short-lived, but 

almost entire exemplification of William Morris's vision for a society in which freedom to 

express individual creativity through joy in work and companionship could flourish best in 

a rural environment. It had, moreover, many similarities to the communities of Eric Gill 

who was `very much in a Morrisian mould. '84 Fiona MacCarthy's The Simple Life and 

Alan Crawford's C. R. Ashbee: Architect, Designer and Romantic Socialist provide the 

setting for the argument that the Brynmawr Experiment also exemplifies that vision and 

thus contributes to the prolongation of the Arts and Crafts Movement into the twentieth 

century. 85 

The Brynmawr Experiment has not been researched to its end in1940. It is scarcely 

known even among Quakers and the present residents of Brynmawr. 86 Those Quakers who 

know of it look on the Experiment as the honoured relic of a social justice project of 80 

83For example, Jennifer Harris, `The Economics of Craftwork', William Morris Revisited. - 
Questioning the Legacy (Whitworth Art Gallery Manchester, Crafts Council London and Museum and Art 
Gallery Birmingham, 2006): 75; Crawford, By Hammer and Hand: 23. 

84Tanya Harrod, `Paradise Postponed', William Morris Revisited. - Questioning the Legacy 
(Whitworth Art Gallery Manchester, Crafts Council London and Museum and Art Gallery Birmingham, 
2006): 9. 

"'Fiona MacCarthy, The Simple Life: C. R Ashbee in the Cotswolds. London: Lund Humphries, 
1981 and Alan Crawford, C. R Ashbee: Architect, Designer and Romantic Socialist (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1985). 

86There has been a recent interest at Brynmawr in the output of the furniture factory which has led to 
the establishment of a small museum in the town, managed and supported by the voluntary efforts of some 
local residents. The Quaker contribution is acknowledged, but not developed. There is no longer a Quaker 
Meeting in the town. 
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years ago and it has been included in a panel in the Quaker Tapestry. 87 The period of craft 

production at Brynmawr was short, and although well publicised for advertising purposes 

and patronised by royalty at the time, knowledge of it has faded. There is little of the 

furniture in public view as most of the manufactured pieces were acquired for private use 

in Quaker homes, schools and Meeting Houses, and the homes of those sympathetic to the 

Brynmawr circumstances, until it was offered more commercially in the London 

showroom. This West End showroom had a life of several months only, from its opening 

in Cavendish Square in1938 until it closed when Brynmawr Furniture Makers ceased 

production in1939. 

The Brynmawr furniture has not been examined and analysed. There is no major 

collection for study and this, together with the dearth of written material, is one reason why 

it has been given scant attention by design or furniture historians, with that of Roger Smith 

being, perhaps, the most significant. 88 What furniture there is that can be viewed is the only 

substantial, though scarcely accessible, testimony to the work of the Experiment. 89 

The written record is scant because for Quakers, social work is a matter for action 

rather than record as Roger Wilson has noted: 

The work has been done simply because Friends have felt it laid upon them to do it. 
While the operations were taking place, attention was concentrated on the job in 
hand, and when that was done, those doing it packed up and went back to their 
business, or teaching, or housekeeping, and were quickly much too immersed in the 
next thing to have time to ruminate. The work has been taken for granted, and has 
had the strengths and weaknesses of things that have come quite spontaneously. 90 

For others, not Quakers, the work at Brynmawr was no more than one of many such 

attempts to bring relief to unemployed communities, less noticeable than those sponsored 

by more authoritative bodies such as the NCSS, and short-lived. This want of published 

87The Quaker Tapestry depicts Quaker history in a series of 77 needle worked panels which were 
begun in 1981 and, now complete, is on permanent exhibition in the Friends Meeting House, Stramongate, 
Kendal, Cumbria, LA9 4BH. 

"Roger Smith, Furniture History. The Journal of the Furniture History Society, vol. XXIII, (1987). 

89Small collections are held at the Newport (Gwent Museum and Art Gallery), the Welsh National 
Folk Museum, Cardiff and Brynmawr Museum. 

90Roger Wilson, Authority, Leadership and Concern (George Allen and Unwin, 1949): ix. 
31 



material confirms that there is an opening which this study fills with its recognition of a 

singular social experiment and its corollary, an unrecorded and otherwise virtually 

unrecognised range of furniture manufactured within that experiment. The study has made 

use of a considerable range of disparate sources. 

Together these observations support the proposition that the Quaker work at 

Brynmawr in the inter-war years is not only singular in itself, but potentially unique in the 

history of Quaker social projects. There were many Quaker social projects to give aid to 

the unemployed in the inter-war years, contemporaneous also with the relief schemes of 

other agencies. All included some form of craft workshops, occupation or employment set 

within a vision for restructuring society and shaping a better world. There are, however, 

sufficient similarities of principle and motivation, of aims and ideas, of values and 

understandings shared by the Brynmawr Experiment and the Arts and Crafts Movement for 

the one to be regarded as of the other. It is that that makes the Experiment potentially 

unique. 

Notes on Sources and their use 

1 The tape recorded interviews 

At the time when Walter Lucas, curator of Newport Museum, was anticipating an 

exhibition of Brynmawr furniture he and his colleague, Roger Cucksey, made tape 

recorded interviews with former apprentices in the Brynmawr works, (unnamed), and with 

Mrs Dora Churchward, widow of Graham, senior member of staff there who had been 

employed at Brynmawr in sales management in the later 1930s. 

These three cassette tapes, undated, are not catalogued but are held in the box files 

NPTMG: 1994.18. It seems likely that they were made at the time of Walter Lucas's 

interest in preparing for an exhibition, in the early 1980s. They were not prepared 

professionally and discussion flows between the interviewees as in normal conversation. 

There is no indication that the interviews were scripted, or otherwise rehearsed, though the 

interviewers seem to have prepared the questions to guide the conversation. 
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